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CHRISTIAN  FAITH 


EXPLAINED  AND  VINDICATED 


IN   SEVERAL 


SERMONS 


UPON 
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CONTAINED    IN 


THE  APOSTLES'  CREED. 


VOL.  IV. 


TO  THE  KING. 


SIR, 

1  MOST  humbly  prefent  to  Your  Majeity  a  work^ 
the  author  whereof,  my  ion,  was  much  the  more 
dear  to  me  for  his  oonftant  and  exemplary  loyalty. 
Not  only  the  general  obligation  of  a  fubjedl  always 
engaged  him  to  Your  Majefty*s  iervice,  but  the  par- 
ticular favours  wherewith  you  were  pleafed  to  ho- 
nour and  encourage  *his  (Indies,  might  probably 
have  induced  him  to  a  Dedication  of  this  kind,  if 
his  modefty  would  have  let  him  think  any  thing  of 
his  worthy  Your  Majeily*s  patronage.  This,  which 
I  here  offer,  is,  by  thoie  who  are  better  able  to 
judge  of  it  than  myfelf,  valued  as  the  moil  coniider- 
aUe  of  his  produdlions :  but  it  chiefly  prefumes  to 
entitle  itfelf  to  your  royal  protection,  becaufe  it  is 
an  Explication  and  Vindication  of  that  Chriilian 
Faith,  whereof  Your  Migeily  is  the  great  De- 
fender. 

And,  Sir,  I  beg^leave  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
make  as  public  an  acknowledgment  as  I  can,  of  that 
great  goodneis  Your  Majefty  has  ihewn  in  the  ac- 
ceptance and  recompenie  of  the  fidelity  I  have 
through  a  courfe  of  many  years  borne  to  the  caufe 
of  Your  Majefty  and  your  Royal  Father. 
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Long  may  Your  Majefty  live  and  rdgn  under 
the  happy  conduct  and  bleiBng  of  that  Wifdom,  in 
whofe  right  hand  is  length  of  days-,  and  in  her  left 
hand  riches  and  honour.      I  am. 

May  it  pleale  yow  M^elly, 
Your  Majefty's  moft  humble, 
faithful,  and  obedient 
Subjei^l  and  Serrant* 

THOMAS  BARROW. 


a^a&Q  of  Ibeatim  anu  ea^tii : 

ami  in  3eOi0  Clbtifi  Iiiiet  onti?  ^n  out  l^oto, 
U4)o  tDa0  comeimen  ii?  t{)e  I|>ois  ^tioa,  dom  of 
tbt  Qit0tn  apa;?,  Oiffeten  unnet  ]^ontiu0  ]pi« 
late,  toati  Qucifien,  Dean,  ano  dutien,  I^e  De* 
ftennen  into  dell  i  tde  tdito  oa?  de  rofe  again 
Qom  tde  dead,  I|>e  attended  into  deaden,  and 
fittetd  on  tde  tigdt  dand  of  ^od  tde  JFatdet 
^migdt? ;  ttom  tdence  de  Idall  come  to  judge 
tde  auicfc  and  tde  dead. 

31  deliede  in  tde  I^olp  ^dofi ;  tde  dol?  €&- 
tdolic  Cdutcd  I  tde  Communion  of  9aint0 ; 
tde  fot0idene0i  of  find  i  tde  refittteftion  of  tde 
dod?,  and  tde  life  edetlafiing*    9men« 
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3i  IBelietie,  &c. 


SERMON   I. 


OF  THE  EVIL  AND  UNREASONABLENESS  OF 

INFIDELITY. 


Hbb.  iii.  12. 

Take  heed,  brethren,  lefi  there  he  in  any  of  you  an  evil 

heart  of  unbelief • 

If  the  caufes  of  all  the  fin  and  all  the  mifchief  in  the  SERM. 
world  were  carefully  fought,  we  (hould  find  the  chief  of  I. 
all  to  be  infidelity;  either  total  or  gradual.  Wherefore 
to  dehort  and  difluade  firom  it  is  a  very  profitable  defign ; 
and  this,  with  God's  afliftance,  I  (hall  endeavour  from 
thefe  words ;  in  which  two  particulars  naturally  do  offer 
themfelves  to  our  obfervation ;  an  aflertion  implied,  that 
infidelity  is  a  finful  diftemper  of  heart ;  and  a  duty  recom- 
mended, that  we  be  careful  to  void  or  corre£t  that  diilem-' 
per :  of  thefe  to  declare  the  one,  and  to  prefs  the  other, 
(hall  be  the  fcope  of  my  difcourfe. 

That  infidelity  is  a  finful  diilemper  of  heart,  appeareth 
by  divers  exprefs  teiUmonies  of  Scripture,  and  by  many 
good  reafons  grounded  thereon. 

It  is   by  our  Saviour  in  terms   called  ^« :  when  A^johnzvi. 
is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world  of  ^n,^'^  Jin,  becaufe  ®»  ^* 
they  believe  not  in  me :  and.  If  I  had  not  come,  and  Jpoken  John  xv. 
unio  them,  they  had  not  had  Jin ;  but  now  they  have  no  cloak^V.}^'  ^^* 
for  their  Jin :  and.  If  ye  were  blind,  yejhould  not  have  had\x.  4i« 
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8  Of  Infidelity. 

SERM.^7i;  hut  now  ye  fay ^  fVe  fee,  iJierefore  your  Jin  alideth. 
^«       What  fin  ?  that  of  infidelity^  for  which  they  were  culpa- 
ble,  having  fuch  powerful  means  and^arguments  to  believe 
imparted  to  them,  without  due  effeft. 

It  hath  a  condemnation  grounded  thereon;  He,  faith 
our  Saviour,  that  lelieveth  not,  is  condemned  already, 
hecQufe  he  hath  not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begot- 
ten  Son  if  God^i  but  condemnation  ever  doth  fuppofe 
£a.ultinefs. 

1  Their,  ii.      It  hath  fore  punifhment  denounced  thereto ;  God,  faith 

* »'  »2-  St.  Paul,  Jhall  fend  themjirong  delufix>n,  that  they  Jhould 
believe  a  lie,  (hat  they  all  might  be  damned  who  believed 
not  the  truth,  but  had  pleqfure  in  unrighleoufnefs ;  and, 

3Their.i.8.0ur  Lord,  faith  he,  at  his  coxning.to  judgment,  will  take 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the 
Go/pel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/l;  whence  among  thofe. 

Rev.  zii.  8.  who  have  their  part  in  the  lake  burning  with  fire  and  brim-- 

Jione,  the  fearful,  and  unbelievers  (that  is,  they  who  fear  to 

profefs,  or  refiife  to  believe  the^  Chriflian  do&rine)  are 

reckoned  in  the  firft  place ;  which  implieth  infidelity  to  be 

a  heinous  fin. 

Itjs  alfo  fuch,  becaufe  it  is  a  tfonfgrfjffion  of  a,  principal 

1  John  Hi.  law,  or  divine  command;  This, Seith  St.  John,  is  ^  4vraXq 

j^h  v\  29  *^^r'^  command  of  him,  That  we  Jhould  believe;  this, 
faith  our  Lord,  is  ri  ipyov  r^  &m,  the.&gpal  work  of  God, 

Mark-  i.  t5.  (which  Godrequireth  of  us,)  that  yeMeUeve  on  him,  whom 
he  hathfent:  that  was  a  duty,  which  our  Ixurd  and  his 
Apoftles  chiefly  did  teach,  enjoin,  and  prefs;  wherefore 
correfpondently  infidelity  is  a  great  fin;  according  to 

I  John  Ui.  St.  Jobn*s  notion,  ihsxfin  is  avoikla,  the  trdffgreffton  of  a 

*•  laic 

But  the  finfiilnefs  of  infidelity  will  app^r  more  fully  by 
confidering  its  nature  and  ingredients ;  its  caufes ;  its  pro- 
perties and  adjun£is ;  its  eflfe&s  and  confequences. 

I.  In  its. nature  it  doth  involve  an  affefted  blindnefsand 
ignorance  of  the  nobled  and  mod  ufeful  truths ;  a  bad  ufe 

•  John  iii.  18.  xii.  48.  Ov  ya(  fAiv§t  T»  fih  iiMH*  rah  hT9>Mts  ru  X^/fv,  «XX«2^ 
v«  mtufitf  mtrmtf  j^Bikixt^mmv  Wayit  riit  «*X«^«y.  Chryf,  ad  Demat,  tom.  vu 
1^  140. 
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of  reafon,  and  mod  culpable  imprudence;  difregard  of  SEIIM. 
God's  providence,  or  defpite  thereto;  abufe  of  his  grace;       I» 
bad  opinions  of  him,  and  bad  afieflions  toward  him; 
for 

God  in  exceeding  goodnefs  and  ikindnefs  to  mankind 
hath  propofed  a  do&rine,  in  \\MS  fmthful  and  worthy  ofj}^  *^*  ^^' 
00  acceptation^  containing -moft' excellent  truths  inftru^ve\xim«ia5. 
of  our  mind  and  dire&ive  of  our  pra&ice,  toward  attain- 
nient  of  ialvation  and  eternal  felicity;  fpecial  overtures  of 
mercy  and  grace  moft  needful  to  us  in  our  ftate  of  finful 
gmk,  of  weakneCs,  of.wretchednefs;  high  encouragements  Luke vii.ao. 
and  rich  promiies  of  reward  for  obedience :  fuch  a  ^o<^~^t^'Tfm.' 
time,  with  all  its  benefits,  infidelity  doth  rejeft,  defeating  n-  4.  Luke 
the  ctnofjel  of  God,  .croflSng  his  eameft  defires  of  our  wel-  fj'  4/2  p^[ 
£iie,  dejpifing  his  goodnefs  and, patience.  ^"'  9>  i»- 

To  this  do&rine  God  hath  yielded  manifold  clear  attef- 1  Pet.  j.  10. 
tations,  declaring  it  io  proceed  from  himfelf ;  ancient  pre-  Luke"xxi\/ 
ignifications  and  predi&ions;  audible  voices  and  vifible^-    .. 
apparitions  from  heaven,  innumerable  miraculous  works,  Aas  iv.  aa. 
Pnmdence  concurring  to  the  maintenance  and  propagation  '^^*^?^1 "' 
of  it  againft  moft  powerful  oppofitions  and  difadvantages :  zii.  34. 
but  all  thefe  teftimonies  infiddity  (lighteth,  not  fearing  to 
pve  their  author  the  lie,  which  wicked  boldnefs  St.  John 
chaigeth  on  it ;  He,  faith  the  Apoftle,  that  belieueth  not  ^  J^n  ^•. 
Godjhath  made  him  a  liar;  hecaufe  he  lelieveth  not  the 
t^Hnumy  that  God  gave  of  his  Son. 

Many  plain  arguments,  fiifficient  to  convince  our  mind^, 
and  win  our  belief,  God  hath  fiimifhed ;  the  di£tates  of 
natural  confcience,  the  teftimony  of  experience,  the  re- 
cords of  hiftory,  the  confent  of  the  beft  and  wifeft  men, 
do  all  confpire  to  prove  die  truth,  to  recommend  the  ufe- 
fiilnefs  of  this  do£krine ;  but  infidelity  will  not  regard,  will 
not  weigh,  will  not  yield  to  reafon. 

Grod  by  his  providence  doth  offer  means  and  motives 
inducing  to  belief,  by  the  promulgation  of  his  Gofpel,  and 
exhortation  of  hb  minifters:  but  all  fuch  methods  infi-^Cor.r.so. 
delity  doth  void  and  fruftrate ;  thrufting  away  the  word,  45, 
t^mimg  away  the  ear  from  the  truth,  letting  the  feed  faW^^ '^7:}' 
lefde  us,  cq/iing  away  the  law  of  the  Jjord  of  ho/is ;  in  lou  t.  34. 
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SERM.  eSe&  (as  thofe  in  Job)  faying  to  God,  Depart  from  us,  for 

^'       we  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways. 
Jobxsi.  H.     God  by  his  grace  dolh  Jhine  upon  our  hearts,  doth  at- 
Johnvi.44.  tri^  our  wills  to  compliance  with  his  will,  doth  excite 

I  Rev  111  ^ 

30.)  '  our  aflfedlions  to  relifh  his  truth  :  but  infidelity  doth  re^ 
trMcW'^^  SpiW/,  doth  quench  the  heavenly  light,  doth  fmoth«r 
19.  all  the  fuggeftions  and  motions  of  divine  grace  within 

aCor.iv.4. 

us. 

What  God  aflerteth,  infidelity  denieth^  quefHoning  his 
veracity ;  what  God  commandeth,  infidelity  doth  not  ap- 
prove, conteiling  his  wifdom ;  what  God  promifeth^  infi- 
delity will  not  confide  in,  diihiiiling  hb  fidelity,  or  his 
power:  fuch  is  its  behaviour  (fo  injurious^  fo  rude,  fo 
foolifli)  toward  God,  and  his  truth ;  this  briefly  is  its  na- 
ture, manifeftly  involving  great  pravity,  iniquity,  and  im- 
piety. 

II.  The  caufes  and  fources  from  whence  it  fpringeth 
(touched  in  Scripture,  and  obvious  to  experience)  are 
thofe  which  follow. 

I.  It   commonly  doth   proceed  from  negligence,   or 

drowfy  inobfervance  and  carelefsnefs;  when  men  being 

Rom.  xi.  8.  poflefled  with  a  fpirit  offlumler,  or  being  amufed  with 

fecular  entertainments,  do  not  mind  the  concerns  of  their 

foul,  or  regard  the  means  by  God's  merciful  care  prefented 

for  their  converiion ;  being  in  regard  to  religious  matters 

Afti  xviii.  of  Gallio's  humour,  caring  for  none  of  thofe  things:  thus, 

*'•  when  the  king  in  the  Grofpel  fent  to  invite  perfons  to  his 

Matt.  xzii.  wedding  feaft,  it  is  faid,  Oi  de  afuXyia-oivTes  onri^Xdoy,  they 

*•  being  carelefs,  or  not  regarding  it,  went  their  ways,  one  to 

to  his  field,  another  to  his  trade.    Of  fuch  the  Apoftle  to 

Hcb^ius*  ^^  Hebrews  faith.  How  Jhall  we  efcape,  roiaiJnjj  aiuX^-- 

ffonts  ffooTfiplas,  who  regard  notfo  great  falvation,  exhibited 

L  «4  to  us  >  Of  fuch  Wifdom  complaineth ;  /  have  called,  and 

1^.  2sv.it.  wf  refufed;  I  have  Jlretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  r«- 

*^^  11  earded.    No  man:  the  greateft  part  indeed  of  men  are 

^pon  this  account  infidels,  for  that  being  wholly  taken  up 

n  mirflut  of  worldly  affairs  and  divertifements,  in  amafling 

nf  ireiilh,  in  driving  on  projeSs  of  ambition,  in  enjoying 

pleafures,  in  gratifying  their  fancy  and  humour 
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witb'  vain  curiofities^  or  fi>ortS9  they  can  hardly  lend  an  SERM. 
ear  to  Inftru&ion ;  fo  they  become  iinacquainted  with  the       I* 
notions  of  Chriftian  do6trine;  the  which  to  them  are  as 
ikt  feed  falling  by  the  way  Jidcj  which  \hof&  fowls  of  the  Man.  xiU. 
(ur  do  (hatch  and  devour  before  it  finketh  down  into  the^' 
eutb,  or  doth  come  mider  confideration.    Hence  is  wibe- 
lief  commonly  termed  not  hearing  God's  voice^  not  heark- 
ening to  God's  word>  the  din  of  worldly  bufinefs  render 
kg  men  deaf  to  divine  luggeftions. 

3.  Another  fource  of  infidelity  is  (loth,  which  'indii^ 
pofeth  men  to  midergo  the  fatigue  of  ferioufly  attending 
to  the  doftrine  propotmded,  of-  examining  its  grounds,  of 
wdghing  the  reafons  inducing  to  believe ;  whence  at  firft 
bearing,  if  the  notions  hap  not  tOvhit  their  fiuicy,  they 
dp  ili^t  it  before  they  fully  underftand  it,  or  know  its 
grounds;  thence  at  lead  they  muft  needs  fail  of  a  firm  and 
fteady  belief,  the  which  can  alone  be  founded  on  a  dear 
ipprehenion  of  the  matter,  and  perception  of  its  agrees 
tbienefs  to  reafon :  fo  when  the  Athenians  did  hear  St. 
Pkul  declaring  the  grand  points  of  faith,  fomewhat  in  his 
di&ourfe  uncouth  to  their  conceit  falling  from  him,  fome 
of  them  did  fcom,  others  did  negled  his  do&nne;fofneAa%xyiu 
modted;  others  faid,  We  will  hear  thee  again  of  this  matter  ;'*' 
ib  Agrippa  was  almoft  perfuaded  to  be  a  Chriftian,  but  haduv>*  3t. 
not  the  induftry  to  profecute  his  inquiry,  till  he  arrived  to 
a  full  fatbfa£tion.  A  folid  faith  (with  clear  underfianding 
and  firm  perfuafion)  doth  indeed^  no  leis  than  any  fcience, 
require  iedulous  and  perfevering  fhidy ;  fo  that  as  a  man 
can  never  be  learned,  who  will  not  be  (ludious ;  fo  a  flug«- 
gard  cannot  prove  a  good  believer. 

3.  Infidelity  doth  arife  from  (lupidity,  or  dulnefs  of 
apprehenfion,  (I  mean  not  that  which  is  natural ;  for  any 
man  in  his  fenfes,  how  low  foever  otherwife  in  parts  or 
improvements,  is  capable  to  underftand  the  Chriftian  doc- 
trine, and  to  perceive  reafon  fuificient  to  convince  him  of 
its  truth;  but)  contra6ted  by  voluntary  indifpofitions  and 
defeds ;  a  (hipidity  riiing  from  mifts  of  prejudice,  from 
ii^uns  of  luft  and  paffion,  from  ruft  grown  on  the  mind  by 
wai^t  of  exercifing  it  in  ob&rving  ^nd  comparing  things ; 
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SERM.  whence  men  cannot  apprehend  the  cleareft  noticms  plainly 

^'       reprefented  to  them,  nor  diicem  the  force  of  arguments, 

however  evident  and  cogent}  but  are  like  thofe  wizards  in 

Job  V.  u.   Job,  who  meet  with  darknefs  in  the  daytime,  and  grope  ut 

iSu!!*'  *^"  noonday y  as  in  the  night. 

xzviii.  29.      This  is  that,  which  is  fo  often  chaiged  on  the  Jews  as 

•caufe  of  their  infidelity;  who  ^  did  hear  but  not  underfimij 

and  did  fee  hut  not  perceive;  becaufe  their  heart  was  grafsj 

and  their  ears  were  dull  of  hearings  and  their  eyes  were 

clqfed;  this  is  that  ircopcoo-i;  xetpilag,  that  numbnefs  of  heart , 

which  is  reprefented  as  the  common  obflrudioiii  .io  the 

percepdon  and  admiffion  of  our  Lord's  do&rine :  tthis  Oiv 

Lord  blamed  in  his  owiv  Difciples,  when  he  rebiJLed  them 

Luke  xxiv.  thus;  Ofools,  ondjlow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that-ihe  Pro* 

^^*  phets  ,have  Jpoken !  Of  this  the  ApofUe  doth  oomplain, 

leUing  ithe  Hebrews,  that  they  weie  uncapalble  of  im- 

Heb.  v.  1  Improvement  in  knowlecige,  .becaufe  they  were  itoAppl  rmg 

^^'  icxo«^,  dull  of  hearing  for  want  of  OSR  and  ufe,  not  bmnng 

their  Jenfes  exerc^ed  to  difcem  both  good  and  evil :  there  is 

indeed  to  a  found  and  lohuft  £EUth  lequired  a  good  perfpi- 

cacy  of  apprehenfion,  a  penetcancy  of  judgment,  a  vigour 

and  quicknefs  of  inind,  gpoimded  in  the  purity  of  our  fit* 

culties,  and  confirmed  by  exercife  of  them  in  confideration 

of  fpiritual  things. 

4.  Another  caufe  of  infidelity  is  a  bad  }udgment ;  oor» 
Tupted  with  prejudicate  nations,  and  partial  inclinations  to 
falfidiood.  Men  are  i^t  to  entertain  prejudices  &vourafaIe 
to  their  natural  appetites  and  humours  3  to  their  lufls,  to 
their  prefent  interefts;  didating  to  them,  that  wQalth^ 
dignity,  fame,  pleafure,  eafe,  are  things  moft  defirable>4nd 
neceilkry  ingredients  of  happinefs ;  fo  that  it  is  a  £wi  thing 
in  any  cafe  to  want  them :  all  men  have  flrong  inclina- 
tions biaffing  them  toward  fuch  things ;  it  is  a  hard  thing 
to  (hake  off  fuch  prejudices,  and  to  check  fuch  iticlina 
Matt.  XVI.  tions ;  it  is  therefore  not  eafy  to  entertain  a  do&rine  re- 
^^-     .      prefentmg  fuch  things  indifierent,  obliging  us  fometimes 

66. 

«  A^  zxvi'ti.  96.— I(t.  vi.  9.  Matt.  zUi.  14.  John  xii.  40.  Rom.  xi.  7,  8,^ 

as.  Eph.  iv.  18.  Ua.  xxix.  10.  Ezek.  zzi.  s.  2  Cor.  Jii,  14.  Mark  iii.  s.  vi.  52. 

viii.  17. 
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\o  rejeft  them^  always  to  be  moderate  in  the  piirfuit  and  SERM. 
enjoyment  of  them:  wherefore  infidelity  will  naturally       ^' 
fpoDg  op  in  a  mind  not  cleanfed  from  thofe  corruptions    , 
of  judgment. 

5^  Another  fimrce  of  infidelity  is  perverfenefs  of  will, 
which  hindereth  men  from  entertaining  notions  difagree- 
sUe  to  their  fond  or  firoward  humour :  <J  ytnH  <fariro;  xa\ 
Imffe^Kfuni,  O  faiihlefs  and  perverfe  generation!  thofe  epi-  Matt.  zvii. 
diets  are  well  coupled,  for  he  that  is  perverfe  will  be  £ELith-  ^  ^' 
k£i ;  in  proportion  to  the  one  the  other  bad  quality  will 
pieraiL     The  weapons  of  the  apojiolical  warfare  (againft 
the  mfidcil  world)  vuere^  as  St.  Paul  telfeth  us,  mighty  to  a  Cor.  x.  4, 
the  cafimg  down  ofjirong  holds :  fo  it  was ;  and  the  Apo-  ^' 
files',  by  their  difcourfe  and  demeanour,  eiTefluaUy  did 
foioe  many  a  ftrong  fortrefs  to  furrender :.  but  the  will  ofo^wdtrmt 
bme  men  is  an  impregnable  bulwark  againft  all  batteriea^^J]^  *^ 
of  difcourfe ;  they  are  fo  invincibly  ftubbom,  as  to  hold  <ux«  ^r»f 
out  againft  the  cleareft  evidence  and  mightieft  force  of      ''^'**^ 


^MMI#« 


vi.  10. 


leafon :  if  they  do  not  like  what  you  fay,  if  it  crofs  any  Cotiji.jipojf, 
humour  of  theirs,  be  it  clear  as  day,  be  it  firm  as-an  ada- 
mant,  they  will  not  admit  it;  you  fhall  not  perfuade  them, 
though  you  do  perfuade  them.    Such  was  the  temper  of 
tlie  Jews,  whom  St.  Stephen  therefore  calletb  a  ,^r/^AaiTii.2i, 
necked  people,  undrcwncifed  in  heart  and  ears;  who  al-j^\ 
though  they  did  hear  the  moft  mnning  difcourfe  thati^^* 
ever  waa  uttered,  although  they  faw  the  moft  admirable 
works  that  ever  were  performed,  yet  would  they  not 
yield  to  the  do&rine;  the  mean  garb  of  the  perfons  teach- 
ing it,  the  ipirituality  of  its  defign,  the  ftrift  goodnefs  of 
ka  precepts,  and  the  like  confiderations,  not  forting  with 
thdr  fiuicies  and  defires ;  they  hoping  fidr  a  Mefltas.  ar- 
rayed with  gay  appearances  of  external  grandeur  and 
^lendor,  whofe  chief  work  it  (hould  be  to  fettle  their 
nation  in  a  fiate  of  worldly  profperity  and  glory. 

6.  This  b  that  hardnefs  of  heart,  which  is  (b  often  re-*  - 
prefented  as  an  obftru&ion  of  belief;  this  hindered  Pha-  Ezod.  Yii. 
raoh,  notmdiftan^g  all  thofe  mighty  works  performed  ^^^^'^ 
before  him,  from  hearkening  to  God's  word,  and  regard-  is. 
ing  the  mifchiefii  threatened  to  come  on  him  for  his  dif- 
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SERM.  obedience ;  /  wiU  nol,  fiud  he,  let  I/rml  go  ;  hit  will  wu 

^-       his  reafon,  which  no  perfuafion,  no  judgment  could  fub- 

duc :  this  was  the  caufe  of  that  monftrous  infidelity  in  the 

Ifraehtesj  which  baffled  all  the  methods  which  God  uled 

1  King*      to  perfuade  and  convert  them ;  Notwithftandhig,  it  u  laid, 

**  '*  **'     tkey  would  net  hear,  but  hardened  their  necks,  Uke  to  the 

neck  of  their  fathers,  that  did  not  believe  in  the  Lord  their 

PT.xcT.t.  God:  whence  that  exhortation  to  them;  To-day  if  you 

'  **  **  will  hear  his  mice,  harden  nol  your  hearts.    And  to  obdu- 

ration  the   difbelief  of  the  Gofpel  upon  the  ApolUet' 

preaching  is  in  like  manner  alcribed;  St.  Paul,  it  is  iaid  in 

Ate  lis.  ■)  the  A^,  w«nf  info  thejynagogue,  andjpake  boldly  for  the 

*'  fpace  of  three  months,  difpuling  and  perfuading  the  things 

"*;'*^'     cmceming  the  kingdom  of  God :  but  divers  were  hardened. 

Mult  i?i.   and  believed  not  i  and.  Exhort  one  another  daily,  futh  the 

'*'  ApolUe,  l^  any  of  you  be  hardened  (in  unbelief)  thrmgh 

the  deceitfulnefs  of  Jin. 

•}.  Of  kin  to  that  perverfenefs  of  heart  is  that  fqueunifii 

deUcacy  and  mcenefs  of  humour,  which  will  not  let  men 

entertain  or  favour  any  thing,  anywtfe  feeming  hard  or 

barfb  to  them,,  if  they  cannot  prefently  comprehend  all 

that  is  laid,  if  they  can  frame  any  cavil,  or  little  excepdon 

againft  it,  if  every  fcruple  be  not  voided,  if  any  thing  be 

required  dilUflefiil  to  their  fenfe ;  they  are  offended,  and 

llbjui.  to.  tbdr  fmth  is  choked ;  you  muA,  to  lattsty  ^!tKsa,Jpeak  to 

them  fmooth  things,  which  nowife  grate  on  their  conceit 

or  pleafure :  fo  when  our  Lord  difcourfed  Ibmewhat  myf- 

terioufly,  reprefentbg  bimfelF  in  the  figure  of-  heavenly 

bread  (typified  by  the  manna  of  old)  given  for  the  world, 

Jolw*i.eo,to  fufltun  men  in  life;  Many  of  his  difciples,  hearing  thisf 

•*■     ..  ^Jaid,  This  is  a  hard  faying,  who  can  hear  it?  utdfrom 

itikn^.  61.  that  time  many  of  his  difciples  went  back,  and  walked  no 

Mitt.  iiir.  ntore  with  him :  this  is  that  which  is  called  being  fcan- 

">■""'•  "da/wed  at   the   word,   asA  Jlumbling  at  it;  concerning 

Mut.  ,i,  s,  which  our  Saviour  luth,  Bleffed  is  he,  whoever  JhaU  no/  be 

offended  in  me. 

In  regard  to  this  weaknefs,  the  ApolUes  were  fain  in 
thur  inftru£tioni  to  ufe  prudent  diipenfation,  propofing; 
only  to  fome  perfons  the  moll  eafy  points  of  do6lrine,    . 


OfhifideUiy.  15 

they  not  being  able  to  digeft  fuch  as  were  more  tough  and  S£RM. 
difficult :  /  have^  fiuth  St.  VzxAffed  you  with  milky  and  not       ^' 
with  meat  J  for  hitherto  ye  were  not  able  to  bear  it— ^or  yffiCor.iiUa. 
ere  yet  carnal;  and,  Ye^  fiuth  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  Heb.  ▼.  is. 
vefnch  as  have  need  of  milk,  and  not  ofjirong  meat. 

Such  were  even  the  Apoftles  themfelves  in  their  mino- 
rity; not  Jawmring  the  things  of  God;  being  offended  a/Mitt.  zvi. 
our  Lord^s  difcourfes,  when  he  fpake  to  them  of  fufiering;  ^^•«*^'»'- 
and  with  his  condition,  when  he  entered  into  it. 

8.  With  thefe  difpofitions  is  conneAed  a  want  of  love 
to  truth ;  the  which  if  a  man  hath  not,  he  cannot  well  en- 
tertain fuch  notions  as  the  Gofpel  propoundeth,  being  no- 
wife  grateful  to  carnal  fenfe  and  appetite :  this  caufe  St. 
Paul  doth  affign  of  the  Pagan  do^rs  falling  into  fo  grofs 

errors  and  vices,  becaufe  they  did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  Rom.  i.  as. 

their  knowledge;  and  of  men's  revoldng  from  Chriftian 

truth  to  Antichriftian  impofture — hecavfe  they  received  not 

the  love  of  truth,  that  they  might  hefo.ved:  for  which  caufe  ^j\^t«.\'u 

God ^fluiU fend  themjlrong  delufion,  that  theyjhould  believe  >  '* 

a  lie:  nothing  indeed,  but  an  impartial  and  ingenuous 

love  of  truth  (overbalancing  all  corrupt  prejudices  and 

afieftions)  can  engage  a  man  heartily  to  embrace  this  holy 

and  pure  dodrine,  can  preferve  a  man  in  a  firm  adherence 

thereto. 

9.  A  grand  caufe  of  infidelity  is  pride,  the  which  doth 
interpofe  various  bars  to  the  admiifion  of  Chriftian  truth ; 

for  before  a  man  can  believe,  %ci¥  (nf^eofue,  every  height  2  CoLrx,b. 
(every  towering  imagination  and  conceit)  that  exalteth 
xtfelf  agaifift  the  knowledge  of  God,  muft  be  caji  doum. 

Pride  fills  a  man  with  vanity  and  an  afie£bition  of  feem- 
iog  wife  in  fpecial  manner  above  others,  thereby  difpofing 
him  to  maintain  paradoxes,  and  to  naufeate  common  truths 
lecrived  and  believed  by  the  generality  of  mankind. 

A  proud  man  is  ever  averfe  from  renouncing  his  pre- 
judices, and  corre&ing  his  errors ;  doing  which  impheth 
a  confeffion  of  weaknefs,  ignorance,  and  folly,  confequently 
deprefileth  him  in  his  own  conceit,  and  feemeth  to  impair 
that  credit,  which  he  had  with  others  from  his  wifdom ; 
neither  of  which  events  he  is  able  to  endure. 
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SERM.       ^1^  ^^^  i^  ^^'^^"^  "^  his  own  conceit,  will  hug  that  con- 
L       celt,  and  thence  is  uncapable  to  learn:  there  is,  faith  Solo^ 

Piw.  xxyI.  ™®">  ^^^^  ^P^  ^f  ^  fo^^  ^f^^  ^f  A'**  9  ^^^  ^^  ^^  aficftr 
13.  '        eth  the  praife  of  men,  will  not  eafily  part  with  it  for  the 

John  ▼.  44.  fake  of  truth :  whence.  How,  faith  our  Lord,  can  ye  besf 
*"'  *^'  lievcy  who  receive  glory  one  of  another  ?  how  can.  ye,  re-? 
taining  fuch  affe6Uons,  be  difpofed  to  avow  yourfelves  to 
have  been  ignorants  and  fools,  whenas  ye  were  reputed 
]  Cor.  iii.  for  learned  and  wife  ?  how  can  ye  endure  to  become 
novices,,  who  did  pals  for  dodxnrs  ?  how  can  ye  allow 
yourfelves  fo  blind  and  weak,  as  to  have  hoen  deceived  in 
your  former  judgment  of  things  ? 

He  that  is  conceited  of  his  own  wifdom,.  ftrength.  of 

parts,  and  improv^nent  in  knowledge,  cannot  fubmit  his 

nund  to  notions  which;  he  cannot  eafily  comprehend  and 

penetrate;  he  will  fcom  to  have  his  underftanding  baffled 

or  puzzled  by  fublime  myfteries  of  faith  $  he  will  not  eafily 

yield  any  thing  too  high  for  his  wit  to  reach,  .or  too  knotty 

John  iii.  9«  for  him  to  unloofe :  How.  can  thefe  things  be  ?  what  reafon 

can  there  be  for  this  ?  I  cannot  fe&how  this  can  be  true; 

this  point  is  not  intelligible :  fo  he  treateth  the  di^tes  ^ 

&ith;  not  oonfidering  the  feeblenefs  and  (hallownelii.Qf 

1  Cor.  i.  96.  his  own.  reafon :  Hence  rwit  many  wife  men  according  io 

Johnvii.as.  ^^Jh/^9  (^^  who  were  conceited  of  their  own  wifdom,  r€^ 

lying,  upon  their  natural,  faculties  and  means,  of  know- 

1  Cor.  i.  90.  ledge,),  not  many  fcribes,  or  difputers  of  this  world,  did 

^*  ^^'         embrace  the  Chriitian  truth,  it  appearing  abfurd  and  fooli- 

1  Cor.  iii.    ifh  to  them^;,  it  being  needful,  that  a  man  {hould.£e  a  fool, 

^^'  that  he  mighty,  in,  this  regard,,  become  wife. 

The  prime  notions  of  ChrifUanity  do  alfo  tend  to  the 

Rom.  iii.    debafing  human  conceit,  and  to  the-exclufion  of  all  glory- 

iV'n^lsi^^S  in.  ourfblves;  refening  all  to  the  pndfe  and;  glory  of 

1  Cor.  i.  99.  God,  afcribing  all  to  his  pure  mercy^  bounty,  and  grace:: 

Eph(^!it.9.^  neprefenteth  all  men  hcdnous  finners,  void  of  all:  worth 

Tic.  iii.  5.  and'  merit,  lapfed  into-  a  wretched  flate,. altogether  impQ>- 

tent,  forlorn,  and  deftitutet  of  ability  to  hdp  or  relieve 

themfeLves  y  fiich  notions^proudi  hearts  cannot  digefl;  they 

cannot  like  to  avow  their  infinnitiea,  their  defedBj  their 

wants,  their  yilenefs,  and' unworthine&s. their  difirdles  and 
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mJferies;  they  cannot  endure  to  be  entirely  and  abfolutely  SERM. 
beholden  to  favour  and  mercy  for  their  happinefs ;  fuch       ^* 
was  the  cafe  of  the  Jews;  who  could  not  believe,  be- 
caufe,  going  about  to  eftabli/h  their  own  right eoufnefs^  they^m.  x.  9. 
would  notfuhmit  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.   Dextra  mihi^^'  ^*' 
Deus,   every  proud  man  would  fay,  with  the  profane 
Mezentius. 

Chriftianity  doth  alfo  much  difparage  and  vilify  thofe 
things,  for  which  men  are  apt  much  to  prize  and  pride 
themfelves;  it  maketh  fmall  account  of  wealth,  of  ho- 
nour, of  power,  of  wit,  of  fecular  wifdom,  of  any  hirnian 
excellency  or  worldly  advantage :  it  levelleth  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  the  prince  and  the  peafant,  the  philofopher  and 
idiot  in  fpiritual  regards ;  yea  far  preferreth  the  meaneft 
and  fimpleft  perfon,  endued  with  true  piety,  above  the 
nughtieft  and  wealthieft,  who  is  devoid  thereof:  in  the 
eye  of  it.  The  righteous  is  more  excellent  than  his  neigh* 
iour,  whatever  he  be  in  worldly  regard  or  (late :  this  a 
proud  man  cannot  fupport ;  to  be  divefted  of  his  ima^* 
nary  privileges,  to  be  thrown  down  from  his  perch  of 
eminency,  to  be  fet  below  thofe  whom  he  fo  much  de* 
ipifetb,  is  infupportable  to  his  fpirit. 

The  practice  of  Chriftianity  doth  alfo  expofe  men  to 
the  fcom  and  cenfure  of  profane  men;  who  for  their  own 
folace,  out  of  envy,  revenge,  diabolical  fpite,  are  apt  to 
deride  and  reproach  all  confcientious  and  refolute  prac- 
tifers  of  their  duty,  as  filly,  credulous,  fuperftitious,  hu- 
morous, morofe,  fuUen  folks :  fo  that  he  that  will  be 
good,  muft  refolve  to  bear  that  ufage  from  them;  like 
David ;  I  will  yet  be  more  vile  than  thus,  and  will  be  bafea  Sun.  vU 
in  my  oum  fight :  but  with  thefe  fufferings  a  proud  heart^^* 
cannot  comport;  it  goeth  too  much  againft  the  grain 
thereof  to  be  contemned. 

Chriftianity  doth  alfo  indifpenfably  require  duties,  point- 
blank  oppofite  to  pride;  it  placeth  humility  among  its 
chief  virtues,  as  a  foundation  of  piety ;  it  enjoineth  us  to 
think  meanly  of  ourfelves,  to  difclaim  our  own  worth  and 
defert,  to  have  no  complacency  or  confidence  in  any  thing 
belonging  to  us ;  not  to  aim  at  high  things ;  to  wave  the  f^^^^  '"* 

voj..  IV.  c 
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SERM.  regard  and  praife  of  men;  it  exaftetli  from  m  a  fenfe  of 

1-       our  vilenefs,   remorie   and  contrition  for  oixr  fins,  with 

Job  ilii.  3,  Iwmble  confeflion  of  them,  felf-condetnnation  and  ab- 

c-  horrence;   it  chargeth  us  to  bear  injuries   and  affronts 

patiently,  without  grievous  refentment,  without  feeking 

or  fo  much  as  wiihing  any  revenge;  to  undergo  difgraces, 

Phil. ii,3.  croffes,  difaAers,  wUiingly  and  gladly;  it  obligeth  us  to 

10.  P^^f^  others  before  ourftlves,  fitting  down  in  the  loweft 

1  Pet.  T.  s.  room,  yielding  to  the  meaneft  perfons :  to  all  which  forts 

la.  of  duty  a  proud  mind  hath  an  irreconcUeable  antipathy. 

Rom.  sii.        ^  proud  man,  that  is  big  and  fwoUen  with  haughty 

conceit  and  flomach,  cannot  Hoop  down  fo  low,  cannot 

M»«.  Til.    j),rij,k  in  himfelf  fo  much,  as  to  enter  into  the  Jlrait  gate, 

PtoT.  i.  r,  or  to  walk  in  the  narrow  way,  which  leadeth  to  life:  he 

liii.  13.      ^'1^  ^  ^P'  ^°  contemn  wifdom  and  inflru^on. 

lb.  T.  94.       Shall  I,  will  he  fay,  fuch  a  gallant  as  I,  fo  accom- 

,  plifhed  in  worth,  fo  flourifliing  in  dignity,  fo  plump  with 

■  ■wealth,  fo  highly  regarded   and  renowned  among  men^ 


r^^)^  thus  pitihiUy  crouch  and  fneak  ?  fliall  1  deign  to  avow 
Lukex.ie.f^Q^j  beggarly  notions,  or  bend  to  fuch  homely  duties? 
'  Ihall  I  difown  my  perfe^ons,  or  forego  my  advantages  ? 
ftiall  I  profefs  myfelf  to  have  been  a  defpicable  worm,  a 
villanous  caitiff,  a  forry  wretch  ?  fhall  I  fuller  myfelf  to 
be  flouted  as  a  timorous  relt^omll,  a  fcrupulous  pre- 
ciJian,  a  confcientiouB  fneakfby?  Ihall  I  lie  down  at  the 
foot  of  mercy,  puling  in  forrow,  whining  in  confeOion, 
bewuling  my  guilt,  and  craving  pardon?  fhall  I  allow 
any  man  better  or  happier  than  myfelff  ihall  I  receive 
thofe  into  confortfliip,  or  equality  of  rank  with  me,  who 
appear  fo  much  my  inferiors }  fhall  I  be  mifufed  and 
trampled  on,  without  doing  myfelf  right,  and  making 
them  fmart  who  (hall  prefume  to  wrong  or  crofs  me  ? 
Ihall  I  be  content  to  be  nobody  in  the  world  i  So  the 
proud  man  will  fay  in  his  heart,  contefUng  the  do^rines 
and  duties  of  our  religion,  and  fo  dlfputing  himfelf  into 
infidelity. 

10.  Another  fpring  of  infidelity  is  pulillanimity,  or  want 

Rev.  Hi.  B.  of  good  refolution  and  courage :  SsXoi  xai  ttTioroi,  cowards 

and  infidels,  are  well  joined  among  thofe  who  are  devoted 
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to  the  fieiy  lake ;  for  timorous  men  dare  not  believe  fuch  SERM. 
dodrines^  which  engage  them  upon  undertaking  difficult,         ■• 
laborious,  dangerous  enterprifes ;  upon  undergoing  hard- 
ffaips,  pains,  wants,  dilgraces ;  upon  encountering  thofe 
mighty  and  fierce  enemies,  with  whom  every  faithful  man 
oontimially  doth  wage  war. 

Hiey  have  not  the  heart  to  look  the  world  in  the  face, 
when  it  firowneth  at  them,  menacing  perfecution  and  dif- 
grace;  but  when  qffli&ion  arifethfor  the  word,  they  are  M%\x.  laXi, 
frefently  fcandalized.     It  is  faid  in  the  Gofpel,  that  't<>  Mohn  vii. 
man  J^ake  freely  of  our  Lord  for  fear  of  the  Jews :  as  it  fo  i?«  ««•  a«« 
did  fbaother  the  profeflion  and  muzzle  the  mouth,  fo  it  ^^' 
doth  often  itifle  fkith  itfelf,  and  quell  the  heart,  men  fear- 
iDg  to  harbour  in  their  very  thoughts  points  dangerous 
and  cHfcountenanced  by  worldly  power. 

They  have  not  alfo  courage  to  adventure  a  combat 
with  dieir  own  fleih,  and  thofe  lufts,  which  war  again/i  J9.m,  W,  u 
their  Jbuls;  to  fet  upon  correcting  their  temper,  curbing  ^q^"'ii^  ' 
their  appetites,  bridling  their  paffions ;  keeping  flefli  and  s^* 
blood  in  order;  upon  pulling  out  their  right  eyes,  and 
catting  off  their  right  hands,  and  crucifying  their  mem- 
bers;  it  daunteth  them  to  attempt  duties  fo  harfh  and 
painful. 

They  have  not  the  refolution  to  withftand  and  repel 
temptations,  and  in  fo  doing  to  wrejile  with  principalities  Eph.v'u  13. 
and  powers  ;  to  refill  and  baffle  the  Jlrong  one.     To  part  (Luke  xiT. 
with  their  eafe,  their  wealth,  their  pleafure,  their  credit,  ^**^ 
their  accommodations   of  life,  is  a  thing,  any  thought 
whereof  doth  quafh  all  inclination  in  a  faint  and  fearful 
heart  of  complying  with  the  Chri(Han  doChrine. 

Chriftianity  is  a  warfare;  living  after  its  rules  is  called 
fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith;  every  true  Chriftian  is  aiTim.i.is. 
goodfoldier  ofJefus  Ckrifl;  the  ftate  of  Chriftians  muft  be  ^rxm^^k 
fometimes  like  that  of  the  ApoiUes,  who  were  troubled  i^> 
on  every  ^de;  without  were  fightings^  within  were  fears: 
jgreat  courage  therefore,  and  undaunted  refolution,  are  re- 
quired toward  the  undertaking  this  religion,  and  the  per- 
fiAing  in  it  cordially. 

II.  Infidelity  doth  alfo  rife  from  (lurdinels,  fiercenefs, 

c  a 


to  OflaJ^lity. 

SfERM.  wUdnefs,  untamed  animolity  of  fpirit }  fo  that  a  man  wilt 

I-        not  endure  to  have  his  will  crofled,  to  be  under  any  law, 

to  be  curbed  from  any  thing  which  he  is  prone  to  afied. 

13.  Blind  zeal,  grounded  upon  prejudice,  difpofing  men 

to  fliff  adherence  unto  that  which  they  have  once  been 

addi^ed  and  accuHomed  to,  is  in  the  Scripture  frequently 

reprefented  as  a  caufe  of  infidelity.     So  the  Jews  being 

^^^'!)''   filled  wiik  xeal,  contradiiied  the  things Jpoken  Iry  St,  Paul f 

V'i?-         flyiig  At  his  doctrine,  without  w^ghing  it :  fo  ^  infUn^ 

gTW"'!?  °f  ^™^  ^'^  ^^'  ^"^  himfelf  perfecute  the  Church  ;  being 

Phil.  hi.  6.  exceedingly   zealota  fir   the   traditions  deUvered  by   hit 

Gal.  1. 14.       In  fine,  ^  in&delity  doth  iffue  from  comipuon  of  mind 

1).  '  by  any  kind  of  brutifh  luft,  any  irregular  paffien,  any  bad 
•*  'f  inclination  or  habit :  any  fuch  evil  difpofiUon  of  foul  doth 
obflni^t  the  adniilTion  or  entertainment  of  that  dodtinej 
which  doth  prohibit  and  check  it ;  doth  condenm  it,  and 
brand  it  with  infamy;  doth  denoimce  punifhment  and  woe 

iTiin.iiUs.to  iti  whence  men  of  corrupt  minds,  and  reprobate  con- 

iTtm.Ti.  s.cfmtng  the  faith;  and  men  of  corrupt  minds,  defiitute  of 
the  truth,  are  attributes  well  conjoined  by  St.  Paid,  as 

Tit  i.  IS.  commonly  jumping  together  in  praAice ;  and  to  them, 
r^th  he,  that  are  defiled  and  unbelieving  is  nothing  purtf 
but  even  their  mind  and  confcience  is  defiled .-  fuch  pollu- 
tion is  not  only  confequent  to,  and  conneAed  with,  but 
antecedent  to  infidelity,  blinding  the  mind  fo  as  not  to 
fee  the  truth,  and  perverting  the  will  fo  as  not  to  clole 
ndth  it. 

Faith  and  a  good  confdence  are  twins,  bom  togethei^ 
infeparable  irom  each  other,  living  and  dying  together; 

iPet.ui.9i.for  the  fiT&,  faith  is  (as  St.  Peter  telletb  us)  nothing  elfe 
but  the  Jiipulalion  of  a  good  confcience,  fully  pufuaded 
that  Chrifliatuty  is  true,  and  lirmly  refolving  to  comply 

1  Tiin.  u  s.  with  it :  and,  The  end  (or  drift  and  purport)  of  the  evan' 
gelical  define  is  charity  out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  a  good 
confcience,  and  faith  unfeigned :  whence  thole  apoftaUcal 

■I  O*  fiOif  mxifif  riwf if</um  imtlii^iu  rajfitii  ir(j|  rt  rSt  rm^  if^,  try. 
^tm  !<tH,  iMA  xpi  "i*™  Mm&Mfiiin  riw  n»«  «.  /UkUm  Sncfi  t*.  iXi- 
ai»>.     Cirj/.  M  1  CV.  Or.  S. 
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precepts^  to  hold  the  fnyflery  of  faith  in  a  pure  confcience  ;  SERM- 
and^  to  hold  faith  and  a  good  confcience^  which  fome  having       !• 
put  away,  concetning  the  faith  have  made  Jhipwreck  :  a  iTim.m.f, 
mail  void  of  good  confcience  will  not  embark  in  Chrifti-i*  i9. 
anity;   and  having  laid  good  confcience  afidc,  he  foon 
will  make  fliipwieck  of  fiuth,  by  apoftafy  from  it.     Re- 
fi»bite  indulgence  to  any  one  lull  is  apt  to  produce  this 
eflfe£L 

If  a  man  be  covetous,  he  can  hardly  enter  into  the  king-  Matt.  xix. 
iom  of  heaven,  or  fubmit  to  that  heavenly  law,  which  j^^J^/^^ 
fiDdbiddeth  us  to  treafure  up  treafures  upon  earth;  which  is. 
chai^th  us  to  be  liberal  in  communication  of  our  goods  ;  15.  *  ^"'' 
ib  as  to  giye  unto  everyone  that  ajketh;  which  in  fomej-^^^^y''^' 
cafes  requiceth  io  fell  all  our  goods j  and  to  give  them  /o Matt. xix.* 
the  poor  J  which  declareth,  that  whofoever  doth  not  lfid^\ 
farewell  to  all  that  he  hath,  cannot  be  a  difciple  of  Chri/l ;  33. 
which  afcfibeth  happinefs  to  the  poor^  and  denounceth  woe^^^^^^'^^* 
io  the  richf  who  have  their  confolation  here.     Preach  fuch 
doArine  to  a  covetous  perfon,  and,  as  the  young  gentle- 
man who  had  great  poffeffions,  he  will  go  his  way  forrow-  Matt.  xiz. 
ftd  ;  or  will  do  like  the  Pfaaiifees,  who  were  covetous,  and  ^^' 
having  heard  our  Saviour  difcourfe  fuch  things,  derided  ^^^^^^'^^ 
kimi  for  the  love  of  money,  faith  St.  Paul,  is  the  root  of  allvi^„nrn^ 
evil,  which  while  fome  coveted  after,  they  have  erred  from  ^^'J^^**; 
the  faith;  ^xntXawfijia-mf,  they  have  wandered  away,  ono. 
apoflatized  from  the  faith. 

If  a  man  be  ambitious,  he  will  not  approve  that  doc- 
trine, which  prohibiteth  us  to  affefl,  to  feek,  to  admit  Phil.  ii.a. 
gjiory,  or  to  do  any  thir^  for  its  lake;  but  purely  to  feekj^'fjj^^j^.?** 
God's  honour,  and  in  all  our  a£tiohs  to  regard  it  as  our  43.  v.  44. 
principal  aim:  which  greatly  difpars^^th  all  worldly  glory  ^  pet*  h'sV. 
as  vain,  tranfitory,  mifchievous ;  which  commandeth  us  ^  ^r.  vH. 
M  honour  to  prefer  others  before  ourfelves,  and  to  fit  downi  john  ii. 
imibe  lowefi  room;  which  promifeth  the  bed  rewards  to 3.®' 
humility,  and  menaceth,  that  whoever  exalteth  himfelf  10. 
fimll  be  abq/ed  5  the  profeffion  and  pra6tice  whereof  are  ^^^*  **^' 
comiqgily  attended  with  difgrace :  fuch  do£lrines  ambi*  Matt,  xxiii. 
tiousVKnds  cannot  admit ;  as  it  proved  among  the  Jews ;  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
who  therefore  could  not  believe,  becaufe  they  received  ghry  ii.xviii.i4. 

^  ^  John  V.  44. 

<^3 
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SERM. yrom  one  another;  who  therefore  would  not  profefs  the 
^th,  hecaufe  they  loved  the  glory  of  men  rather  than  ike 


3<am%nM.  glory  of  God. 

If  a  man  be  envious,  he  will  not  like  that  doctrine, 
1  Cor.  lii.  which  enjoineth  him  to  defire  the  good  of  liis  neighbour^ 
*rfx''f-'-  33  his  own;  to  have  complacence  in  the  profperity  and 
J^'j"'"' dignity  of  his  brethren;  not  tofeekhis  own,  but  every  man 
Bom.  lii.  another's  wealth,  or  welfere;  to  rejoice  with  them  that  re- 
iVtui'i.i.j'*'^^)  ond  mourn  with  thofe  that  mourn;  which  chargeth 
Gal.  T.  ao.  ug  to  lay  qfide  all  envyings  and  emulations,  under  pain  of 
18.  damnation ;  he  therefore  who  is  poflefled  with  an  envious 

JV"*  "■'•*' fpirit,  or  evil  eye,  will  look  ill  upon  this  doSrine ;  as  the 
Jews  did,  who  being  full  of  envy  and  emulation,  did  re- 
je£t  the  Gofpel ;  it  being  a  grievous  eyefore  to  them, 

Aa*T.  17.  that  the  poor  Gentiles  were  thereby  admitted  to  favour 
xiii.  «9.  J  *^  ■* 

xvii.  J.       and  mercy. 

If  a  man  be  revengeful  or  fpiteful,  he  will  be  fcandal- 
M«tt.v.  4*.ized  at  that  law,  which  commandeth  ua  to  love  our  ene- 
30, 17.  rates,  to  hlefs  thofe  that  curfe  us,  to  do  good  to  them  that . 
}J^- "^- ^- hate  us,  to  pray  for  them  that  defpilefully  life  us;  which 
1  Cor.vi.7.forbiddeth  us  to  refi/l  the  evil,  to  render  evil  for  evil,  or 
is'*'^  '  mlling  for  railing ;  which  chargeth  us  to  bear  patiently. 
Col,  iii.  IS.  and  freely  to  remit  all  injuries,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting 
j^'^'ijlall  hopes  of  mercy  from  God  ;  which  requircth  us  to  de- 

a»iii.  as.    fio/e  all  wrath,  animofity,  and  malice,  as  inconlilletit  with 
Col.  iii.  e.  .  . 

1  P«.  ii.  i.  our  falvation  :  which  doctrine  how  can  a  heart  fwelling 
G»J.  V.  10.  ^jij,  rancorous  grudge  or  boiling  with  anger  embrace  ? 
Jwn.  i.  ai.  feeing  it  muft  be  in  meeknefs  that  we  mvfl  receive  the  en- 
grafted word,  that  is  able  tofave  our  fouls. 

If  a  man  be  intemperate,  he  will  loathe  that  doctrine, 
a'nm.rr.  s.  the  precepts  of  which  are,  that  we  be  temperate  in  all 
ss,  97,  *  things,  that  we  bring  under  our  bodies,  that  we  endure 
aTini.ji.  hardjhip  as  good  foldiers  of  Chrijl  ;  to  avoid  all  excefs  ;  to 
Epb.T.  IS.  peffefs  our  veffels  in  fan6i'ification  and  honour ;  to  mortify 
I  Theff.  "■(,„,.  members  upon  earth;  to  crucify  thefiejh  with  its  affec- 
Col.  iii.  s.  lions  and  lujls ;  to  abfiain  from  flejhly  lufts,  which  war 
gp^ii,  ,i.ogai»/?  thefoul:  with  which  precepts  how  can  a  luziuious 
and  filthy  heart  comport  ?  ^^ 

In  fine,  whatever  corrupt  aSeflion  a  man  be  pofleHed 


Oflnfideliiy.  2$ 

vritb,  it  will  work  in  bim  a  diAafte  and  repugnance  to  S£RAf. 

that  dodrine,  which  indifpenfably^  as  a  condition  of  fal-       I. 

vation,  doth  prefcribe  and  require  univerfal  holinefs,  pu-  ElhTiTTT. 

rity,  innocence,  virtue,  and  goodnefs ;  which  doth  not  *«v.  aa. 

allow  any  one  fin   to   be  foftered  or  indulged ;    which  iThcff.iv.a! 

threateneth  wrath  and  vengeance  upon  all  impiety,  ini-  Kph.  v.  6. 

quity,  impurity,  wherein  we  do  obftinately  perfift;  indif- *"***•  "'•°' 

ferently,  without  any  referve  or  remedy;  wherein  the  wrath  Rom.  i.  is. 

if  God  is  revealed  frtym  heaven  upon  all  ungodlinefs  and^^'  ®' 

mrighteoufnefs  of  men,  that  detain  the  truth  in  unrighte- 

tm/nefs. 
An  impure,  a  diflblute,  a  paflionate  foul  cannot  affe£t 

fo  holy  notions,  cannot  comply  with  fo  firi£t  rules,  as  the 

Gofpel  doth  recommend ;  as  a  fore  eye  cannot  like  the 

bright  day ;  as  a  fickly  palate  cannot  relifh  favoury  food  ^. 

Every  one  that  doeth  evil  hateth  the  lights  becaufe  it  dif- Johniii.ao. 

covereth  to  him  his  own  vilenefs  and  foUy;  becaufe  it 

detefteth  the  fadnefs  and  wofulnefs  of  his  condition ;  be- 
caufe it  kindleth  anguifh  and  remorfe  within  him;  becaufe 
it  cbecketh  him  in  the  free  purfuit  of  his  bad  defigns,  it 
dampeth  the  briik  enjoyment  of  his  unlawful  pleafures,  it 
robbeth  him  of  fatisfa£Uon  and  glee  in  any  vicious  courfe 
of  pra6Uce. 

£very  man  is  unwilling  to  entertain  a  bad  conceit  of 
himfelf,  and  to  pafs  on  himfelf  a  fad  doom  :  he  therefore 
will  be  apt  to  rejeft  that  doftrine,  which  being  fuppofed 
true,  he  cannot  but  confefs  himfelf  to  be  an  arrant  fool, 
he  cannot  but  grant  himfelf  a  forlorn  wretch. 

No  man  liketh  to  be  galled,  to  be  ftung,  to  be  racked 
with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  to  be  feared  with  a  dread  of  punifli- 
ment,  to  live  under  awe  and  apprehenfion  of  imminent 
danger;  gladly  therefore  would  he  (hun  that  doctrine, 
which  demonftrateth  him  a  grievous  (inner,  which  fpeak- 
eth  difmal  terror,  which  thundereth  ghaftly  woe  upon 
him.  ^ 

fuit  ^9XmjfUfti  JiftCXtMHrimp  v^§f»int  rifv  ;^«Xi«'«»T«Ttff.      Ckiyf.  in  Joh,  Orat,  95. 
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SERM.      1^^  ciuinot  love  that  truth,  which  is  {o  much  his  encniy^ 
I«       which  fo  rudely  treateth  and  feverely  perfecuteth  liini ; 

""""""""^  which  telleth  him  fo  bad  and  unwelcome  news  ^ 

Who  would  be  content  to  deem  Omnipotency  engaged 
againft  him  ?  to  fancy  himfelf  Handing  on  the  brink  of  a 
fiery  lake  ?  to  hear  a  roaring  lion,  ready  to  devour  him  ? 
to  fuppofe  that  certain,  which  is  fo  dreadful  and  iad  to 
him? 

Rom.  viii.       Hence  it  is,  that  tite  carnal  mind  is  enmity  to  God ; 

Job  xxiT.    hence  do  bad  men  rebel  againji  the  light ;  hence,  fooltjk 

*••  menjhall  not  attain  to  wijdom,  andjinnersjhall  not  fee  her^ 

7,  \forJhe  is  for  from  pride,  and  men  that  are  liars  cannot  re- 

member  her. 

Hence  a  man  refolvedly  wicked  cannot  but  be  willing 
to  be  an  infidel,  in  his  own  defence,  for  his  own  quiet  and 
eafe ;  faith  being  a  companion  very  incommodious,  into- 
lerably troublefome  to  a  bad  confciences. 

Being  refolved  not  to  forfake  his  lulls,  he  muft  quit 
thofe  opinions  which  crofs  them ;  feeing  it  expedient  that 
the  Gofpel  (hould  be  falfe,  he  will  be  inclinable  to  think  it 
fo:  thus  he  finketh  down,  thus  he  tumbleth  himfelf  head- 
Jong  into  the  gulf  of  infidelity. 

The  cuilom  of  finning  doth  alfo  by  degrees  fo  abate, 
and  at  length  fo  deftroy,  the  loathfomenefs,  the  uglinefs, 
the  horror  thereof,  doth  fo  reconcile  it  to  our  minds,  yea 
conciliateth  fuch  a  friendfiiip  to  it,  that  we  cannot  eafily 
believe  it  fo  horrid  and  bafe  a  thing  as  by  the  Gofpel  it  is 
reprefented  to  us. 

i  ^•fnfim,         Vicious  practice  doth  alfo  weaken  the  judgment  and  ftu- 

^?^'*^    pify  the  faculties.     So  that  we  cannot  clearly  apprehend. 

Kid,  Chr^f,  or  judge  foundly  about. fpiritual  matters. 

t*.  (pf  ssab     '^^®  ^^"^^  ^'^^  quencheth  God's  Spirit,  and  drive th  away 

^  They  hated  knowledge,  and  did  not  choofe  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Prar. 
i.  39.  V.  «a. 

yinrmt,  &c.     Chrjf,  torn.  vt.  Oraf,  12.  (p.  140.) 

fiUf  owiBm^tf  ^x**^*  M  ^H*  vlwrn  ^aktwr^tu,  &c.     Ckty/,  torn.  v.  Or,  5ft. 
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Ub  grace,  which  is  requifite  to  the  produAion  and  prefer-  SERM. 
vation  of  faith  in  us.  ^- 

14.  In  fine,  from  what  fpirit  infidelity  doth  proceed  we 
may  fee  by  the  piinciples,  commonly  with  it  efpoufed, 
for  its  fupport  and  countenance,  by  its  great  mailers  and 
patrons ;  all  which  do  rankly  favour  of  bafenefs  and  ill- 
nature. 

They  do  libel  and  revile  mankind  as  void  of  all  true 
goodnefs ;  from  the  word  qualities,  of  which  they  are 
conlcious  themfelves  or  can  obferve  in  others,  patching 
up  an  odious  charader  of  it ;  thus  (hrowding  themfelves 
under  common  blame  from  that  which  is  due  to  their  own 
wickednefs;  and  difpenfingwith  that  charity  and  honefty, 
which  is  by  God's  law  required  irom  them  toward  their 
nei^bour:  and  having  fo  bad  an  opinion  of  all  men, 
they  coniequently  muft  bear  ill-will  toward  them ;  it  not 
being  poflible  to  love  that  which  we  do  not  efteem. 

They  allow  nothing  in  man  to  be  immaterial,  or  im- 
mortal ;  fo  turning  him  into  a  beaft,  or  into  a  puppet,  a 
whirligig  of  fate  or  chance. 

They  afcribe  all  actions  and  events  to  neceffity,  or  ex- 
ternal impulfe,  fo  rafing  the  grounds  of  jullice  and  all 
virtue;  that  no  man  may  feem  refponfible  for  what  he 
doth,  conunendable  or  culpable,  amiable  or  deteftable. 

They  explode  aU  natural  difference  of  good  and  evil ; 
dcricQng  benignity,  mercy,  pity,  gratitude,  ingenuity,  that 
is,  all  inftances  of  good-nature,  as  childifh  and  filly  difpo- 
fitions. 

All  the  relics  of^God's  image  in  man,  which  raife  him 
above  a  beaft,  and  difiinguiih  him  irom  a  fiend,  they  fcom 
and  expofe  to  contempt. 

.  They  extol  power  as  the  mod  admirable,  and  difparage 
goodnefs  as  a  pitiful  thing ;  fo  preferring  a  devil  before 
an  angel. 

They  difcard  confcience,  as  a  bugbear,  to  fright  chil- 
dren and  fools;  allowing  men  to  compafs  their  defigns 
by  violence,  fraud,  (lander,  any  wrongful  ways;  fo  banifh- 
iiig  all  the  fecurities  (befide  felfifhnefs  and  (lavifh  fear)  of 
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SERM.  government,  converiktioii,  and  commerce;  lb  that  nothing 

*■       fliould  hinder  a  man  (if  he  can  do  it  with  advantage  to 

himfelf  and  probable  lafety)  to  rebel  againll  his  prince,  to 

betray  his  country,  to  abufe  his  friend,  to  cheat,  any  man 

with  whom  he  dealeth. 

Such  are  the  principles  (not  only  avowed  in  common 
difcourfe,  but  taught  and  maint^ned  in  the  writings)  of 
our  infidels ;  whereby  the  fources  of  it  do  appear  to  he  a 
deplorable  blindnefs,  and  delperate  corruption  of  mind; 
an  extinction  of  natural  hght,  and  extirpaUon  of  good-na- 
ture.     Farther, 

III.  The  naughtinefs  of  infidelity  will  appear  by  confi- 
dering  its  efiefts  and  confequences ;  which  are  plainly  a 
fpawnof  all  vices  and  villanies,  a  deluge  ofaltmifchiefs  and 
outrages  upon  the  earth :  for  faith  being  removed,  to- 
gether with  it  all  confcience  goeth;  no  virtue  can  remain ; 
all  fobriety  of  mind,  all  juftice  in  dealing,  all  fecurity  in 
oonverfation  are  packed  away ;  nothing  retleth  to  encou- 
rage men  unto  any  good,  or  retrain  them  From  any  evil ; 
all  hopes  of  reward  from  God,  all  fears  of  puni(hment 
from  him  being  difcarded.  No  principle,  or  rule  of  prac- 
tice, is  left,  befide  bmtifh  fenfuahiy,  fond  felf-love,  private 
intereft,  in  their  higheft  pitch,  without  any  bound  or 
curb;  which  therefore  will  dlfpofe  men  to  do  nothing 
but  to  prey  on  each  other,  with  all  cruel  violence  and 
bafe  treachery.  Every  man  thence  will  be  a  god  to  him- 
felf, a  fiend  to  each  other;  fo  that  necelTarily  the^vrld 
will  thence  be  turned  into  a  chaos  and  a  hell,  full  of  ini- 
quity and  impurity,  of  fpite  and  rage,  of  mifery  and  tor- 
ment. It  depriveth  each  man  of  all  hope  from  Providence, 
all  comfort  and  fupport  in  afflidUon,  of  all  fatisfa^on  in 
confcience;  of  all  the  good  things  which  faith  doth  yield. 

The  confideration  of  which  numberlefs  and  imfpeak- 
able  mifcbiefs  hath  engaged  ftatefmen  in  every  common- 
wealth to  fupport  fome  kind  of  &ith,  as  needful  to  the 
nuutitenance  of  public  order,  of  traffick,  of  peace  among 
men. 

It  would  fufiice  to  perfuade  an  infidel,  that  hath  a  fci^ 
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of  wit,  (for  his  own  intereft,  fafety,  and  pleafure,)  to  che-  SERM. 
rifli  iaith  in  others,  and  wifli  all  men  befide  himfelf  endued        ^' 
with  it. 

It  in  reafon  obligeth  all  men  to  deteft  atheiftical  fup- 
planters  of  faith,  as  defperate  enemies  to  mankind,  ene* 
mies  to  government,  deftru^ve  of  common  fociety;  efpe- 
ctally  confidering  that  of  all  religions  that  ever  were,  or 
can  be,  the  Chriftian  doth  moft  conduce  to  the  benefit  of 
puUic  ibciety ;  enjoining  all  virtues  ufeful  to  preferve  it 
in  a  quiet  and  flourifhing  (late,  teaching  loyalty  under 
pain  oS  damnation. 

I  pafs  by,  that  without  faith  no  man  can  pleafe  Go(f ;  Heb.  xi.  0. 
tbat  infidelity  doth  expofe  men  to  his  vtrrath  and  fevered 
migeance ;  that  it  depriveth  of  all  joy  and  happinefs ; 
ieeing  infidels  will  not  grant  fuch  effeAs  to  follow  their 
fin,  Imt  will  reje£t  the  fuppofition  of  them  as  precarious 
and  fi£Utious. 

To  conclude  therefore  the  point,  it  is,  from  what  we 
have  taid,  fufficiently  manifeft,  that  infidelity  is  a  very  fin- 
fid  diftemper,  as  being  in  its  nature  fo  bad,  being  the 
daughter  of  fo  bad  caufes,  the  filler  of  fo  bad  adjundls, 
the  mother  of  fo  bad  effects. 

But  this  you  will  fay  is  an  improper  fubjeft :  for  is  ' 
there  any  fuch  thing  as  infidelity  in  Chriftendom  ?  are  we 
not  all  Chriftians,  all  believers,  all  baptized  into  the  faith; 
and  profefifors  of  it  ?  do  we  not  every  day  repeat  the 
Creed,  or  at  leaft  fay  Amen  thereto  ?  do  we  not  partake 
of  the  holy  myfteries,  fealing  this  profeflSon  ?  what  do 
you  take  us  for?  for  Pagans?  this  is  a  fubje£l  to  be  treat- 
ed of  in  Turkey,  or  in  partihus  infidelium.  This  may  be 
laid  :  but  if  we  confider  better,  we  (hall  find  ground  more 
than  enough  for  fuch  difcourfe ;  and  that  infidelity  hath  a 
larger  territory  than  we  fuppofe :  for  (to  pafs  over  the 
fwarms  of  atheiftical  apoftates,  which  fo  openly  abound, 
denying  or  queftioning  our  religion)  many  infidels  do  lurk 
under  the  maik  of  Chriftian  profeffion.  It  is  not  the  name 
of  Chriftian,  or  the  badges  of  our  religion,  that  make  a 
Chriftian  ;  no  more  than  a  cowl  doth  make  a  monk,  or 
the  beard  a  philofopher :  there  may  be  a  creed  in  the 
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SBRM,  moutb,  where  there  is  no  &iUi  in  the  heut,  and  a  crofa 

I.       iia|»efled  on  the  forehead  of  an  infidel ;  with  the  hetrt 

Rom  «  >  "*'"'  Irelieveth  to  righteoufhefs.    Shew  me  thy  faith  by  tkj/ 

jMti.il.  la-wor^,  faith  St.  James:  if  no  works  be  (hewed,  no  fiuth  is 

to  be  granted ;  as  where  no  fruit,  there  no  root,  or  a  dead 

root,  which  in  efie£i:  and  mond  efteem  is  none  at  aU. 

Is  he  not  an  infidel,  who  denieth  Grod?  fuch  a  renegaclo 
Tit  i.  16.  is  every  one  that  liveth  profonely,  as  St.  Paul  telleth  ut. 
And  have  we  not  many  fuch  ren^adoes  ?  if  not,  wh^ 
meaneth  that  monftrous  diflblutenefa  fA  life,  that  horrid 
profanenefs  of  difcoorfe,  that  (Irange  neg^eft  of  God'a  fcr- 
vice,  a  defolation  of  God's  law?  Where  fuch  luxury,  fuch 
lewdnefsi  fuch  ararice,  fuch  uucharitablenels,  fuch  um> 
verfal  carnality  doth  reign,  can  faith  be  there  ?  can  a  man 
believe  there  is  a  God,  and  fo  affront  him  'i  can  he  believo 
that  Chrift  reigneth  in  heaven,  and  fo  defpife  bis  laws  \ 
can  a  man  believe  a  judgment  to  come,  and  fo  little  re- 
gard his  life ;  a  beaven,  and  fo  little  feek  tt ;  a  hell,  tmd  fo 
little  (bun  it  ? — Futh  therefore  is  not  fo  rife,  infidelity  is 
more  common  than  we  may  take  it  to  be ;  every  fin  hath 
a  fpice  of  it,  fome  fins  fmell  rankly  of  it. 

To  it  are  attributed  all  the  rebelhons  of  the  Ifraelites, 
which  are  the  types  of  all  ChriHian  profeflbrs,  who  feem 
travellers  in  this  earthly  wildemefs  toward  the  heavenly 
Canaan ;  and  to  it  all  the  enormities  of  fin  and  o\'erfiow- 
ings  of  iniquity  may  be  afcribed. 

I  (hould  proceed  to  urge  the  precept,  that  we  lake  heed 
thereof}  but  the  time  will  not  allow  me  to  do  it :  I  fliall 
only  fugged  to  your  meditation  the  heads  of  things. 

It  is  infidelity,  that  maketh  men  covetous,  uncharitable, 
dilcontent,  pufiUanimous,  impatient. 

Becaufe  men  believe  not  Providence,  therefore  they  do 
fo  greedily  fcrape  and  board. 

They  do  not  believe  any  reward  for  charity,  therefore 
they  will  part  with  nothing. 

They  do  not  hope  for  fuccour  from  God,  therefore  are 
they  difcontent  and  impatient. 

.  They  have  nothing  to  raife  their  fpirits,  therefore  aro 
they  abjeft. 
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InfideKty  did  caufe  the  Devil's  apoilafy.  SERM. 

InfideHtydid  banifh  man  from  Paradife,  (tmfting  to  the       '• 
Devil^  and  diftruiHng  God's  word.)  —— 

Infidelity  (difregarding  the  warnings  and  threats  of 
God)  did  bring  the  deluge  on  the  world. 

Infidelity  did  keep  the  Ifraelitcs  from  entering  into  Ca-Heb.iU.19. 
man,  the  type  of  heaven ;  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  *^*  ^'  *^* 
dothinfift. 

Infidelity  indeed  is  the  root  of  all  fin;  for  did  men  heart- 
ily believe  the  promifes  to  obedience^  and  the  threats  to 
^Ibbedience,  they  could  hardly  be  fo  imreafonable  as  to 
forfeit  the  one,  or  incur  the  other  :  did  they  believe  that 
die  omiupotent,  all-wife,  moft  juft  and  fevere  God  did 
command  and  reqiure  fuch  a  pra£iice,  they  could  hardly 
dare  to  omit  or  tranfgrefs. 

Let  it  therefore  fuffice  to  have  declared  the  evil  of-  infi- 
defity,  which  alone  is  fufficient  inducement  to  avoid  it. 


31  TBelictic,  &c. 


SERMON    II. 


OF  THE  VIRTUE  AND  REASONABLENESS  OF 
FAITH. 


3  Pet.  i.  i. 

•——to  ihem  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith  with  us. 

If.  X  HE  Holy  Scripture  recommendeth   faith  (that  is,  a 
hearty  and  firm  perTuaiion  concerning  the  principal  doc- 
trines of  our  religion,  from  divine  revelation  taught,  by 
r.  our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles)  as  a  moft  precious  and  hotiour- 
ahle  praftice;  aa  a  virtue  of  the  firft  magnitude,  very  com- 
6,  mendable  in  itfelf,  very  acceptable  to  God,  very  beneficial 
'*    to  us ;  having  moft  excellent  fruits  growing  from  it,  moft: 
noble  privileges  annexed  to  it,  moft  ample  rewards  align- 
ed for  it. 

It  is  in  a  fpecial  manner  commanded,  and  obedience  to 

that  command  is  reckoned  a  prime  inftance  of  piety: 

li.  This  is  his  commandment,  thai  we  Jhould  believe;  this  is 

j^  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath 

fenl. 
6.      It  is  the  root  of  our  fpiritual  life;  for.  He  that  cometh  to 
s-  God  mujl  believe ;  and.  Add  to  your  faith  virtue,  faith  St. 
Peter,  fuppofing  fiiitb  to  precede  other  virtues. 
It  is  the  principal  conduit  of  divine  grace ;  for 
By  it  we  are  regenerated,  and  become  the  fons  of  Godf 
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Ye  ally  laith  St.  Paul,  are  thefons  of  God  ly  faith  in  Chriji  S£RM. 
Jefus.  !'• 

By  it  we  abide  in  God,  and  do  pojfefs  him,  faith  St.  Gal.  iii.  aa. 
John.  •'«*'"  V.  ^«- 

By  It  Chrijt  dwelleth  in  us,  faith  St.  Paul.  9  John  ix. 

By  it  we  obtain  God's  Spirit:  Did  ye,  faith  St.  Paul,|P}!'m;iJ' 
receive  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  14, 

By  it  we  are  juftified,  or  acquitted  from  guilt,  and  con-  v*  ««•.. 
damnation  for  fin:  for.  Being  juftified  by  faith  we  have  ^om,\\i%b. 
peace  with  God.  ^-^  *•  ^P- 

.  By  it  our  hearts  are  purged,  faith  St.  Paul;  our  fouls  are  is,  x,  43. 
^i/fcrf,  faith  St.  Peter.  f^,*,^;^ 

By  it  we  are  freed  from  the  dominion  of  fin ;  according 
to  that  of  our  Saviour ;  If  ye  abide  in  my  word, — ye  Jhall  John  fiii. 
know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  Jhallfet  you  free.  ^*' 

It  procureth  freedom  of  accefs  to  God  j  IVe  have,  faith  Eph.  iii.  12, 
.  St.  Paul,  boldnefs  and  accefs  with  confidence  by  the  faith  of  ^  '^'  ^** 
him* 

It  is  the^i^W,  whereby  we  refijl  temptations;  and  the  Eph.  vi.i6. 
weapoo,  whereby  we  overcome  the  world.  1  Johnv.^5. 

In  fine,  it  is  that,  which  being  retained  in  a  good  c(m-?.J»™:»»*9' 
fcience,  and  maintained  by  virtuous  praftice,  doth  keep  us  Eph.  ii.  e. 
in  a  (late  of  falvation,  and  will  affuredly  convey  us  in^oj^j'^';}^' 

eternal  life  and  felicity;  for,  by  grace  we  arefaved,  through  Heh,  z.  84. 
/.  .,  f  1  Pet.  i.  9. 

That  faith  fhould  be  thus  highly  dignified,  hath  always  i^- 
appeared  ftrange  to  the  adverfa^ies  of  our  religion  »;  and  30,  31.  ' 
hath  fuggefted  to  them  matter  of  obloquy  againft  it:  they  ^  '^^'  "• 
could  not  apprehend  why  we  fhould  be  commanded,  or 
how  we  can  be  obliged  to  believe ;  as  if  it  were  an  arbi- 
trary thing,  depending  on  our  free  choice,  and  not  rather 
£d  naturally  follow  the  reprefentation  of  objeAs  to  our 
mind:  they  would  not  allow  that  an  a£t  of  our  under- 

•  Hi^rn  — .— .  i|'  ^mCtiXXtarif  n^tnt  jm}  fia^a^w  9oful^«9rts  *'E\ktint,  CUm, 
Str.  ii.  (p.  265.) 

P^^ni  nobis  objicere  folent,  quod  religio  noftra,  quia  quaii  nitionibus  de- 
ficit, in  fola  credendi  perfuafione  coniiftat.    Ruff,  in  Symb, 

'AVunftm  mm  1ttuu9Wfi»ynf*m  S^irm  ry  Ituv^tf  ^  «»Mw/f .  Arifi,  Etk,  v.  8.  iii.  1. 
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SSRM.  Handing,  hardly  voluntary,  as  being  extorted  by  force  <^ 
II.       arguments,  fhould  deferve  fuch  reputation  and  fudi  re- 
compenfes ;  for  if,  ai^ed  they,  a  doArine  be  propound- 
ed with  evident  and  cogent  reafon,  what  virtue  is  there  in 
believing  it,  feeing  a  tnan  in  that  cafe  cannot  avoid  be- 
lieving, is  therein  merely  pallive,  and  by  inefiRible  force 
fubdued  ?  if  it  be  propounded  without  fiwh  reafon,  what 
fault  can  it  be  to  refufe  aflent,  or  to  fufpend  his  opinioo 
Pio*.  zi*.   about  it  ?  can  a  wife  man  then  do  otherwife  ?  is  it  not  in 
"■  fuch  a  cafe  fimpUcity,  or  fond  credulity,  to  yield  aflent  ? 

yea,  is  it  not  deceit  or  hypocrify  to  pretend  the  doing  fo  i 
may  not  jolUy  then  all  the  blame  be  charged  rather  on 
the  incredibility  of  the  doftrine,  or  the  infinnity  of  rea- 
fons  enforcing  it,  than  on  the  incredulity  of  the  perfon 
who  doth  not  admit  it  ?  whence  no  philofophers  ever  did 
irapofe  fuch  a  precept,  or  did  aflign  to  fsuth  a  place  among 
the  virtues. 

To  clear  this  matter,  and  to  vindicate  our  religion  from 

fuch  mifprifions,  and  that  we  may  be  engaged  to  prize 

and  cherifli  it ;  I  (hall  endeavour  to  declare,  that  ChriHian 

faith  doth  worthily  deferve   all  the  commendations  and 

the  advantages  granted  thereto :  this  1  fhall  do  by  con- 

lidering  its  nature  and  ingredients,  its  rife  and  caufes,  its 

efficacy  and  confequences. 

nlnff  nt       I.  As  to  its  nature ;  it  doth  involve  knowledge,  know- 

v**"«  «- ^^"^S®  of  moft  worthy  and  important  truths,  knowledge 

fnttmr-   peculiar  and  not  otherwife  attainable,  knowledge  in  way 

tool. ».  Or.  of  great  evidence  and  affurance. 

**•  I.  ''Truth  b  the  natural  food  of  our  foul,  toward  whicfa- 

it  hath  a  greedy  appetite,  which  it  talleth  with  delicious 
complacency,  which  being  taken  in  and  digefled  by  it 
doth  render  it  luAy,  plump,  and  a£tive  ;  truth  is  the  fpe- 
cial  ornament  of  our  mind,  decking  it  with  a  gracefiil  and 
PfU.  ciigr.  pleafant  luftre;  truth  is  the  proper  wealth  of  reafoD) 
1*1, 1*1-  ^vhereof  having  acquired  a  good  flock,  it  appearetb  rich, 
profperous,  and  mighty :  what  light  is  without,  that  jt 


b  'AA«3u>  K  ■■■>»•  ^,  iyAZ,  3u(  ifunu,  warm  H  iri^nu.    PUl.  A 

Ug.  T.  (p.  *ai.)  ii  fl*p,  vi.  (p.  C7S.) 
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iiuth  within^  (hining  on  our  inward  world,  iUufiratSng,  SBRM. 
•quickening,  and  comforting  all  things  there,  exciting  all      ^'' 
our  Acuities  to  a&ion,  and  guiding  them  in  it.  All  know-  ^^"""^ 
ledge  therefore,  which  b  the  pofleflion  of  truth,  is  much 
efteemed;  even  that  which  refpe£leth  objeds  mean,  and 
ittle  concerning  ua,  (fuch  as  human  fciences  are  conver- 
fimt  about;    natural  appearances^  hidorical  events,  the 
properties^  proportions,  and  powers  of  figure,  of  motion, 
of  corporeal  force,)  doth  bear  a  good  price,  as  pe]fe£tive  of 
lational    nature,    enriching,   adorning,  invigorating  our 
jund ;  whence  Ariftotle  doubteth  not  upon  all  thofe  ha- 
Ikual  endowments,  which  fo  accomplifh  our  underfland- 
ing,  to  befiow  the  name  of  virtues ;  that  with  him  being 
the  virtue  of  each  thing,  which  any  wife  perfe&eth  it,  andna^mm^rf^, 
ii/po/eih  iifor  a&ionftdtable  to  its  nature.    And  if  igno-  *^j/rt?S  i! 
nacej  error,  doubt,  are  defe^,  deformities,  infirmities  of  %*j«^j 
<mr  ibul,  then  the  knowledge  which  removeth  them  doth  i^nairtS 
imply  the  perfection,  beauty,  and  vigour  thereof.     Faitli  ^^^if*Eth' 
theiefiorey  as  implying  knowledge,  is  valuable.  u.  6. 

A.  But  it  is  mudh  more  fo,  in  regard  to  the  quality  of 
its  objects,  which  are  the  mod  worthy  that  can  be,  and 
moft  ufefol  for  us  to  know ;  the  knowledge  whereof  doth 
indeed  advance  our  foul  into  a  better  flate,  doth  ennoble, 
enrich^  and.embelliih  our  nature;  doth  rdfe  us  to  a  nearer 
refemblance  with  God,  and  participation  of  his  wifdom  ; 
doth  infufe  pureft  delight  and  (atisfadion  into  our  hearts ; 
doth  qualify  and  direft  us  unto  pra&ice  moft  oonducible 
to  our  welfare ;  it  is  a  knowledge,  enlightening  the  eyes,  Pfai.  xix.  7, 
cpnverting  the  foul,  rejoicing  the  heart  ;fweeter  than  honey,  ®»  ^»  ^^' 
asid  the  honeycomb;  more  precious  t/ian  rubies;  which m.), 
giveih  to  our  head  an  ornament  of  grace,  and  a  crown  o/*j^^' '"'*** 
'glory.    For; 

Thereby  we  underftand  the  nature,  or  the  principal  at- 
tributes of  God,  of  whom  only  the  Chriftian  do&rine  doth 
afford  a  completely  true  and  worthy  charader,  dire^ve 
of  our  eAeem,  our  worfhip,  our  obedience,  x>ur  imitation 
of  him ;  whereby  our  demeanour  toward  him  may  be- 
come bim,  and  pleafe  him. 

VOL.  IV.  D 
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S£RM.      By  it  we  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  will  and  ioten- 

*^'       tions  of  God,  relating  both  to  our  duty  and  our  recom- 

penfe ;  what  he  requireth  from  ui,  and  what  he  defigaeth 

for  us ;  upon  what  tenns  he  will  proceed  with  us  in  way 

of  grace,  of  mercy,  of  julHce. 

By  it  we  are  informed  concerning  ourfelvet,  what  our 
frame  is,  whence  our  original,  to  what  ends  we  are  de* 
figned,  wherein  our  felicity  doth  confid,  and  how  it  ia 
attainable. 

It  enableth  ua  rightly  to  diilinguifli  between  good  and 
bad,  right  and  wrong ;  what  is  worthy  of  us,  and  plea£ng 
to  God,  what  milbeooming  us,  and  offenfive  to  him ;  both 
abfolutely  and  comparatively,  according  to  the  degrees 
of  each  cafe  refpeSively. 

It  prefcribeth  us  an  exad  rule  of  life,  comprifiag  all 
our  duties  toward  God,  out  neighbour,  ourfelves ;  to  otv 
ferve  which  will  be  moll  decent,  and  exceedingly  profit- 
able to  us. 

It  teacheth  us  from  what  principles,  and  upon  what 
grounds  we  ftiould  a£t,  that  our  praAice  Ibould  be  truly 
good  and  laudable. 

It  propofeth  the  moft  valid  inducements  to  virtue,  ten- 
dering the  favour  of  God  and  eternal  blifs  in  reward 
thereof,  menacing  divine  wrath  and  endlefs  woe  upon  its 
neglc£t. 

It  difcovereth  the  fpecial  aids  t^fpenfed  to  us  for  the 
fupport  of  our  weaknefs  agunA  all  temptations  and  dif- 
couragements  incident  to  us  through  the  couHe  of  our 
life. 

The  knowledge  of  thefe  things  is  plainly  the  top  of  all 
knowledge  whereof  we  are  capable;  not  confiding  in 
barren  notion,  not  gratifying  idle  curiofity,  not  lerving  tri- 
vial purpofes,  but  really  bettering  our  fouls,  producing 
moll  goodly  and  wholefome  fruits,  tending  to  ends  mod 
noble  and  worthy:  this  indeed  is  the  higheft  philofophy; 
the  true  culture,  and  medicine  of  our  foul;  the  true  guide 
of  life,  and  midrefs  of  a&ion;  t}ie  mother  of  all  virtues; 
the  beft  invention  of  God,  and  rareft  gift  of  heawn  to 
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men^:  for  thefe  commendations^  by  Pagan  fages  afcribed  SERM. 
to  their  philofophy,  do  in   truth  folely  belong  to  that      "' 
knowledge,  which  by  ikith  we  do  poflefs :  their  philofo- 
phy  could  not  reach  fuch  truths  <';  it  could  not  to  much  as 
aim  at  fome  of  them ;  it  did  but  weakly  attempt  at  any : 
it  did  indeed  pretend  to  the  knowledge  of  divine  and  hu- 
man things,  (this  being  its  definition,  current  among  them,) 
but  it  had  no  competent  means  of  attaining  either  in  any 
confiderable  meafure^;  for  divine  things  (the  nature  of  him 
who  dwelleth  in  light  which  no  man  can  approach  unto  ;  i  Tim.  vi. 
the  intentions  of  him,  who  tvorketh  all  things  after  Me^ph.  j.  u. 
mmfel  of  his  wilt;  the  ways  if  him,  which  are  more  dif- 1<^*  !▼•  9. 
t^aifrom  our  ways,  than  heaven  from  earth;  the  depths  of\  Cor.  ii. 
Godpwhich  none  but  his  own  Spirit  canfearch  out,  orcUfco*  ^^*  ^^* 
ler)  do  lie  beyond  the  fphere  of  natural  light,  and  inquifi- 
doa  of  our  reafon :  and  as  for  hiunan  things,  the  chief  of 
fliem  have  fuch  a  connexion  with  divine  things,  that  who 
were  ignorant  of  the  one  could  nowife  defcry  the  other ; 
urberefore  thole  camhdates  of  knowledge,  notwithftanding 
their  lofty  pretences,  were  fain  to  reft  in  a  low  form,  em- 
ploying their  ftudies  on  inferior  things,  the  ohfcurity  of 
naiurey  thefubtilty  ofdifcowrfe,  and  moral  precepts  of  Ife^; 
fuch  precepts,  as  their  glimmering  light  and  common  ex* 
perience  did  fuggeft ;  for  even  in  points  of  common  mo* 
relity  and  prudence  human  wit  can  but  fumble,  as  by 
the  great  claihing  and  jangling  about  them  is  very  nor 
torioiis. 

3.  F^th  alfo  hath  this  excellent  advantage,  that  it  endu- 
eth  us  with  fuch  knowledge  in  a  very  clear  and  fure  way, 
comparable  to  that  whereby  the  theorems  of  any  fcience 
are  known ;  it  not  being  grounded  on  any  flippery  deduc- 

■ 

*•  Caltnm  uiimi,  Ck,  Tufi.  l.  Medicina  animi,  Tufe.  3.  O  Til«  philofo- 
phia  das»  ftc  7^.  5.  ^  Ltg,  \,it  fim,  3.  Nee  ullum  aibitror,  ut  apud  Pla 
toncm  eA,  majna  aut  mdiut  a  Dib  datum  munus  homini.    AeaJ.  1.  Tm/c,  i. 

4  Oamif  optimanun  renim  cognitio,  atque  in  lis  ezercitatio  Philofophia 
BOniiBttttr.    Dt  Ormi.  8. 

CUm,  AUm,  StrtHu  vi.  p.  M>1. 

'  Philofophia  in  tret  partci  diftributa  eft.  In  natuna  obfcoritatemy  in  difle- 
lendi  f nhtilitatem,  in  vitam  aiqae  mofci.    Ge,  dt  Orst,  i . 
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SEUM.  lion  of  rcalon,  nor  on  {lender  conjeclures  of  fancy,  nor  on 
^'*  mufty  traditions  or  popular  rumours ;  but  upon  the  infal- 
lible  teftimony  of  God^  conveyed  unto  us  by  powerful 
evidence,  ftriking  all  capacities,  apt  with  equal  influefioe 
to  enlighten  the  fimple  and  to  convince  the  wife*  For 
want  of  this  all  human  wifdom  was  fo  blind  and  liune ;  (b 
various,  fo  uncertain;  nothing  but  confufion,  unfetde- 
ment,  and  diflatisfadion  arifing  from  mere  ratiodnation ; 

ABa  xrii.    which  being  de(titute  of  light  and  aid  from  heaven,  doth 

^^'  ^'  ever  grope  in  the  dark,  doth  rove  after  fhadows  of  truth, 
is  bewildered  in  mazes  of  intricacy,  wherein  things  lie  in- 
volved ;  whence  all  philofophy  did  confift  in  fisunt  gue(Ies> 
plaufible  difcourfes,  and  endlefs  difputes  about  matters  of 
higheft  confequence,  fuch  as  the  original  of  the  worid,  the 
adminiftration  of  human  things,  the  nature  and  fubfiftence 
of  our  foul,  the  way  to  faappinefs ;  none  being  able  about 
fuch  points  to  conclude  with  refolution,  or  to  allert  with 
tconfidence  s ;  fo  that  in  effeA  all  the  philofophers  nught 
be  ranged  under  one  great  fed  offcepiics,  or  feekers,  the 
mod  advifed  and  beft  difpoied  among  them,  in  refidt  of 
their  moft  diligent  fpeculations,  appearing  very  doubtful. 

a  Pet  i.  19.     But  we  have,  as  St.  Peter  f^ith,  /St/Siu^^y  kiyoif,  a  mart 

fure  word  of  prophecy y  whereunto  we  do  well  to  give  heei^ 

as  unto  a  lamp  fidmng  in  a  dark  place,  guiding  us  in  the 

Heb.Ti.i9.obfcurities  and  uncertainties  of  life;  we  have  a  hope,  as 
an  anchor  of  the  foul  loth  fare  andjiable^;  which  ftayeth 
and  fettleth  our  mind,  being  tofled  with  winds  and  waves 
of  uncertain  cogitadons,  fuggefted  by  diflferent  appear- 
ances of  things. 

S  'O  fth  In  irttwt  fiwBifUUf,  JiXX'  •Txc^iy  M  rif  Xiyn  l^j^i^MMf,  Tmt  A«9^ 
iTiMtif  wm^»%im$  r^  r^v  ««T«Xfr^^lv  r«f  AXn^at  ^»ff^  ^ivripff  IWy  «w^wr»Xv 
«iff  Jikn^Mi  Ur«rrM.    Ma/,  iml/k.xr.    "O^jh  U  4  JUw  itintn  k«a  ri  XmXiT* 

Hanc  ego  perfedun  Pbilofophiam  fenper  jttdicivi»  qua  de  maxinis  que- 
ftiooibus  copiofe  poflet,  oniateque  dicere.  Cic,  Tmjc,  5,  Fid,  im  M,  Ami.  C9mwu 
p.  143.  Chryf,  in  Jok.  Or.  63.     Oviu  yk^  Srtt  irtu  rjMrAff*  mi  Jktl^^mm 


&C.  Ckrjf,  im  Joh,  Or.  25< 

fAt^p  tt^^inimtf  &C.    CMtyf,  tOiQ.  V.  Orat*  5S. 
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Hence,  as  St.  Chryfoflom  is  wont  to  iniift,  by  virtue  of  SERM. 
fiuth  mltic  and  mechanic  idiots  do  in  true  knowledge  fur-      ^^« 
pais  the  mod  refined  wits,  and  children  prove  wifer  than  old  ~ 

philofoidiers:  an  idiot  can  tell  us  that,  which  a  learned  in- 
fidel doth  not.  know ;  a  child  can  afifure  us  that,  wherein  a 
deep  philofopher  is  not  refolved^ :  for  aflc  a  boor,  a£k  aboy 
educated  in  our  religion,  who  made  him,  he  will  tell 
you,  God  Almighty ;  which  is  more  than  Ariftotle  or 
DemOcrkufr  would  have  told :  demand  of  him  why  h6 
xha^  mbbde,  he  will  anfwer  you,  to  ferve  and  glorify  his 
Maker ;  and  hardly  would  Pythagoras  or  Pkto  have  re- 
plied fo  wifely :  examine  him  concerning  his  foul,  he  will 
av6r^  that  it  is  immortal;  that  it  (hall  undergo  a  judgment 
afttf  this-  life,  that  accordingly  it  ihall  abide  in  a  ftate  of 
l^fr  otF  mifery  everlafiing;  about  which  points  neither 
Sooittitea  n6r  Seneca  could  aflfure  any  thing :  inquire  of 
him  ho^xr  things  are  upheld,  how  governed  and  ordered, 
he  prefently  will  reply,  by  the  powerful  hand  and  wife  Cbryf. 
pr&Hikace  of  God;  whekeas  among  philofophers  otle^j^]^^' 
woaU  flferibe  all  events  to  the  current  of  fWte,  another  to 
the  tides  of  fortune;  one  to  blind  influences  of  ftars,  an- 
other to  a  confufed  jumble  of  atom» :  pofe  him  about  the 
main  pcuhtii  ei  morality  and  dbty ;  and  he  will  in  few  words 
better  inform  you  than-  Cicenv  or  £pi£tetus,  or  Ariftotle^ 
or  Plutavch)  in  ihtiv  large  tra£U  and  voluminous  difcourfei 
about  malflcM'  of  tihat  nature. 

Sa  real  a  property  it  is  of  God's  law  to  give  Jubiilty  to  ^rov.  i.  4. 
the  Jimpley  to  the  young  man  knowledge  and  difcretion  ;  fOcxiz«^9^' 
iiue  it  is;  that  our  Lord  aiHrmeth  of  himfelf,  I  came  a  j^>  ^^^.P- 
UglU  inio  the  ivrld^that  ke  who  believeih  in  na  tnay  not  46.  viii/ia, 
aUde  in  darknefo;  fo  jufUy  doth  St,  Paul  affirm  concerning 
divind' revelation,  that  it  i$  able  to  make  a  man  ufife  tin/o  s  Tim.  iii. 
faivaiioHr  through  fitUh,  which  is  in  Chrijl  Jejks;  being  ^''  ^^'  ^^' 
ff^mble  fair  ia&rine^  for  reproof  for  c&rre&itm^  for  in^ 
ftrm&iati'  in  righttot^nefSj  that  the  man  of  God  may  he  pet'- 
fe&^  thoroughly  fumijhed  unto  all  good  works.    This  is 

^  In  h»  if  mhMtf  fuil^  «^y  rS  X^tfrv  )vmi/m9,  i  r^s  Ayfmfifuirttt  urn}  liuirat 

D3 


38  O/Faiih. 

SERM.  that  highway  of  holinefs^  of  which  the  Prophet  Taatb^ 
I'-*      the  way 'faring  meriy  though  fooU^  Jkall  not  err  (herein^ 
If.  XXXV.  8.  Thus  is  feith  in  its  nature  honourable. 

II.  It  hath  alfo  divers  ingredients,  or  infeparable  ad- 
jun6t89  which  it  doth  imply^  rendering  it  commendaUb 
and  acceptable  to  God.    As, 

I.  Faith  implieth  a  good  ufe  of  reafon.    This  is  that 

which  commendeth  any  virtue,  that  a  man  a^ng  after  it, 

doth  a£t  wifely,  in  conformity  to  the  frame  and  defign  of 

n«»  r#«-«f^hi8  nature,  or  like  a  rational  creature;  ufing  his  beft  facul* 

i^v,  rurt  ties  in  the  belt  manner,  and  in  their  proper  opemtions  to^ 

^ftdmftd    ^ard  the  end  intended  by  the  all- wife  Creator:  this  is 

citm.  AUx,  that,  upon  which  all  difpenfation  of  juftice  is  founded,  a 

Pa  .  1. 13.  jj^^^  being  accoimtable  for  the  ufe  of  his  reafon,  fo  as  to 

deferve  reward  for  the  right  management,  and  puniflim^nt 

for  the  mifufe  thereof ;  this  is  that  confequently,  whereon 

God  fo  often  declareth  himfelf  to  ground  his  judgment; 

Deut.  iv.  6.  fo  that  in  effed;  he  will  juftify  men  for  being  wife,  and 

Ffcxi.'io.  c^^^®"^"  them  as  guilty  of  folly;  whence  in  the  holyftyle 

Job  sxviii.  wifdom,  and  virtue  or  piety,  are  terms  equivalent ;  and  a 

Prov.  i.  7»  ^^^^  Aoih  iigniiy  the  fame  with  a  vicious  or  impious  per- 

9>  10.        fon.    And  if  ever  a  man  deferveth  commendation  for  well 

ufing  his  reafon,  it  is  then,  when  upon  mature  deliberation 

he  doth  embrace  the  Chriflian  doArine ;  for  fo  doing  is  a 

mod  rational  a&,  arguing  the  perfon  to  be  fagacious,  con- 

fiderate,  and  judicious ;  one,  who  doth  carefully  inquire 

into   things,  doth   ferioufly  weigh  the  cafe,  doth  judge 

foundly  about  it. 

It  was  a  foul  afperfion  caft  upon  our  religion  by  its  an^ 
cient  oppofers,  that  it  did  require  ^^lAi^y  xot)  J^Xoyov  «-iW,  tf 
mere  belief ,  void  of  reafon^]  challen^ng  aflent  to  its  doc- 
trines without  any  trial  or  proof.  This  fuggeftion,  if  true, 
were,  I  confefs,  a  mighty  prejudice  againft  it,  and  no  man 
indeed  juftly  could  be  obliged  to  admit  it  upon  fuch 
terms :  but  it  is  really  a  grofs  calumny;  fuch  a  proceed- 

k  Mil  \liralit  ikkk  r/rii>r>».    Orig,  in  Celf.  (p.  84.) 
n<r>«r«y,  II  0t&fSHu  0iAiif ,  n  aws^i.    Id.  in  Celf,  vi.  (p.  382.) 
*0  ruvrm,  «ririvr«f  k^  k-rXmf  iXi  l>.iym,  mXXk  «^/#i4  »ci  wXnf^f  X'^'^f^ 
cTAnffv  U  e«v.    Cofjfi,  Afaft,  viii.  1. 
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u^  being  difiJaimed  by  the  teachers  and  advocates  of  our  8ERM. 
id^on,  being  repugnant  to  the  nature  and  tenor  thereof;      II* 
being  prejudicial  to  its  intereft  and  defign ;  being  contrary 
to  its  ufe  and  pradice  K    Never  any  religion  was  indeed 
fo  little  liable  to  the  cenfure  of  obtruding  itfelf  on  men's 
credulity,  none  ever  fo  freely  expofi^  itfelf  to  a  iair  trial 
at  the  bar  of  reafon ;  none  ever  fo  eameftly  invited  men  to 
lean  and  fift  its  pretences;  yea  provoked  them  for  its 
&ke  and  their  own,  upon  moft  important  confiderations, 
(tt  the  peril  of  their  fouls,  as  they  tendered  their  own 
bell  advantage,)  to  a  fair,  difcreet,  careful  examination  s^^^.^ 
thereof.    Other  reli^ons  have  for  their  juftification  iniifted  ^'^"' 
QpOD  the  examples  of  anceftors>  cuftom  and  prefcription  of 
times,  laige  extent  and  prevalence  among  crews  of  people, 
eftaUiflunent  by  civil  laws,  and  countenance  of  fecular 
powers,  (arguments  extrinfecal,  and  of  fmall  validity  in  any  U€l  n,  6. 
cale,)  declining  all  other  teft  and  verdict  of  reafon:  but  our 
rdigioD  confideth  in  itfelf,  and  the  pure  merit  of  its  caufe; 
and  therefore  wameth  men,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  moment, 
laying  afide  all  prejudice,  to  employ  their  beft  underfiand-Laa*  U.  ;• 
ings  on  an  induflrious  and  impartial  fearch  of  the  truth ; 
ceferring  the  decifion  and  refult,  lb  far  as  concemeth  each 
particnlar  man,  to  the  verdid  of  that  reafon  and  con- 
icience,  with  which  God,  in  order  to  fuch  purpofes,  hath 
endued  every  perfon. 

It  indeed  ordinarily  doth  refiife  a  fudden  and  precipitate 
aflent,  admitting  no  man,  capable  of  jud^ng  and  choofing 
for  hiihfelf,  to  the  participation  of  it,  or  to  the  name  and 
pri?il^ges  of  a  worthy  believer,  until  after  a  competent 
dme  and  opportunities  of  inftru£lion,  he  can  approve  him- 
lelf  to  underftand  it  well,  and  doth  avow  himfelf  to  be 
cordially  perfuaded  of  its  truth. 

Such  is  its  method,  and  it  hath  not  any  need  of  other ; 
God  having  provided  and  exhibited  arguments  abundantly 
fiiffident  to  convince  any  man  of  its  truth,  who  is  not 

# 

mA  rs  At^wit*  mmi  «>fw  U§§mf/i»  riit  iiJCmmutn  M  rm$  kfmrut  urn)  Jimm/hMrm 
MfiXd&f  g9ymmrm^wi9,    Athm.  Mil.  ii»  p.  SSA*  it  ArUmu. 
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SSRM.  aflfeAedly  blind  and  ftupkl^  ot  wantonly  ilothful  and  cajc-- 
^^'      lefs,  or  ftowardly  ftHF  and  obftinate. 

What  indeed  better  arguments  (confidering  the  native 
of  the  objects  which  faith  refpe^th,  being  things  fpi- 
ritual  and  invifible ;  confidering  alfo  the  capacided  of  per- 
fons  concerned,  being  all  forts  of  people,  wife  and  fim{de^ 
lenmed  and  rude)  could  we  have,  or  could  we  need,  than 
the  confpicuous  excellency  and  ufefiilnefs  of  the  doftrinet 
approving  itfelf  to  the  mind,  and  confirming  itfelf  by  pal-- 
pable  experience  of  mofl  happy  fruits,  fpringing  fVom  a 

iPtt.  L 10.  pra£tice  cotlfonnable  thereto ;  than  its  exa£t  correfpoiid'* 
encc  to  manifold  ancient  prefignifications  and  predi£dofit 

Heb.  ii.  4.  concerning  it;  than  fpecial  atteflations  of  God  thereto^  not 

six.  30.      only  by  nudible  voices,  and  vifible  apparitions  from  hea-* 


V6n,  but  alfo  by  imiumerable  miraculous  works  \  thi& 
concurrence  of  divine  Providence  in  ftrange  methods  to* 
the  propagation  and  maintenance  of  it;  than  the  bleffings 
and  confolations,  attending  a  faithful  obfervance  of  iti- 
Johnvii.!;.  wh^  fubtilty  of  difcourfe,  what  charm  of  eloquence  could 
ABm  v.  as.  fgry^  ^0  evince  and  imprefs  the  great  truths  concemin|p 
the  attributes,  providence,  wiQ,  commands,  and  promifesc' 
of  God;  ™  concerning  the  immortal  fubfiftence  of  our  fouly 
the  future  judgment,  the  eveiiafting  rewards  het^eafter^ 
with  fuch  evidence  and  fuch  force,  to  the  conmion  and 
vulgar  reafon,  or  indeed  to  any  reafon  of  man,  as  dO  thefe 
pliun  arguments,  needing  no  reach  of  wit  or  depth  of 
judgment  to  found  their  meaning,  or  fed  their  flrength  ? 

But  if  any  man  be  too  wife  to  be  pleafed  with  fuch 
downright  and  eafy  ways  of  convi£tion,  reafon  itfelf>  well 
followed,  wotild  lead  him  hither,  and  ferve  to  produce^ 
faith  in  him;  lor  that  there  is  a  God,  reafon  from  obferva*- 
tion  of  appearances  in  nature  and  providence  will  colkA  \ 
that  goodnefs  is  mie  of  his  principal  attributes,  reafon 
from  the  fame  grounds  will  infer ;  that  God  hath  an  e^y^^* 
cial  regard  to  men  will  thence  alfo  become  notorious; 

^fm  4U«XwS«p  UvrMT  l^tKnifUtmi,  I  ^mSfm  r^mw  in^wf  ift<ynii>,  wwMui  it* 
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that  confequently  God  will  vouchiafe  his  guidance  to  SERM* 
men  in  their  way  toward  bappinefs,  will  appear  reafonable  ^^' 
to  conceive ;  that  God  hath  not  done  tliis  in  any  other 
way^  reafeo^  comparing  and  weighing  things,  will  eaiily 
difeeiB;  that  Cbriftian  do£bine  may  fairly  pretend  thereto, 
veafiMi  ibon  will  admit ;  fo  hath  reafon  led  us  to  the  door 
of  iUlh,  and  being  arrived  thither,  will  (if  our  will  be  not 
tveffe)  eafily  find  entrance. 

Hence  God  doth  not  only  allow,  but  enjoin  us  to  ufe 
our  beft  reafi^n  in  judging  of  this  do&rine,  whether  it  be 
fiom  hioi,  and  worthy  of  our  acceptance ;  he  doth  not 
hid  us  to  retire  into  the  dark,  to  flmt  our  eyes,  or  to 
wink,  when  we  receive  it  |  but  chargeth  us  to  go  into  thejohn  iiUai. 
deareft  light;   to  open  our  eyes  wide,  to  view  it  tho-]^^^"^?* 
vOil|^y  with  our  beft  fenfes  and  (harped  attention,  before  is. 
we  do  yield  our  confent  and  approbaUon  to  it :  his  pre^ 
o^la  are,  that  we  examine  all  ikingSj  and  hold  fq/l  thai  i  Theff.  ▼. 
wkichis goods  that  we  believe  not  every  Jpirit,  (or  revela-JJ'^jj^.^^^ 
tion  pretended,)  but  try  thejpirits,  whether  they  be  of  God; 
that  we  ftand  on  our  guard,  and  take  heed  that  no  man  cfe-MatL  xzir. 
oehe  us;  that  we  be  not  fools,  nor  children  in  underftand*  ^^^  ^^  ^^ 
ing;  but  wifif,  and  perfe£t  men;  that  we  compare  things^i9 17* 
different  J  and  try  what  is  well  pleqfing  to  God;  that  we  be^o.    '  '^^' 
akuavs  ready  with  meeknefs  and  modefty  to  render  iiii/olP^'^*..io. 
every  man  demanding  tt  an  account  of  the  hope  in  us.  i  Cor.x.  15. 

He  therefore  doth  expoftulate  with  men  for  their  dul-p^.^  "• 
oeft,  their  incogitancy,  their  fluggifhnefs,  their  folly,  asiP^iu.15. 
the  caules  of  their  unbelief;  declaring  that  in  refpeft  to  Luke  xziv. 
fttch  de&uks,  wilfully  incurred,  he  will  proceed  to  con-  ^^' 
demn  it;  He,  futh  our  Lord,  that  rejeSieth  me,  and  fe-johnzU. 
caveih  not  my  words,  hath  one  that  judgeth  him;  the  word^^' 
thai  Ihavefpohen,  the  fame  fhall  judge  him  in  tlie  Iq/i  day  ; 
and.  If  I  do  not  the  works  of  my  Father,  believe  we  not ;  J/ John  z.  37. 

I  had  not  come  andfpoken  wUo  them if  I  had  not  done^'  ^^'  ^^' 

among  them  the  works  which  no  other  man  did,  they  had- 
not  had  fin.  Our  Lord,  we  fee,  did  not  urge  his  bare  au- 
thority, or  exa£k  a  fEtith  without  ground ;  but  he  claimeth 
it  as  due  upon  two  moft  rational  accoxmts ;  his'*  convinc- 
ing AiiDourfea,  and  his  unparalleled  works ;  which  from 


4a  O/Faiik. 

SERM.  any  well  advifed  and  well  difpofed  peribn  could  not  but 

^I*  win  belief,  that  he  was  a  teacher  feni  from  God, 
johnTiL46.  Indeed,  if  we  ferioufly  do  weigh  the  cafe,  we  ihall  find^ 
iii.  3.  ^^  ^o  reqiure  faith  without  reafon  is  to  demand  an  iin« 
pofiibility ;  for  faith  is  an  efied;  of  perfuafion,  and  perfiia- 
fion  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  application  of  fome  reafon  to 
the  mind,  apt  to  draw  forth  its  aflent ;  no  man  therefore 
can  believe  he  knoweth  not  what  or  why :  he  that  truly 
believeth,  muft  apprehend  the  propofition,  and  he  muft 
difcem  its  conne6tion  with  fome  principle  of  truth,  which 
as  more  notorious  to  him  he  before  doth  admit ;  other* 
wife  he  doth  only  pretend  to  believe,  out  of  fome  defign, 
or  from  aiTe^on  to  fome  party ;  his  faith  is  not  fo  much 
really  faith,  as  hypociify,  craft,  fondnefs,  or  fa^on. 

God  therefore  neither  doth  nor  can  enjoin  us  fitith 
without  reafon ;  but  therefore  doth  require  it,  as  matter 
of  duty,  from  us,  becaufe  he  hath  fiimiflied  fufiicient  rea« 
fon  to  perfuade  us ;  and  having  made  his  doArine  credi* 
iTim.l.i^.ble,  {a  faithful^  or  credible,  word^  and  worthy  of  all  ac- 
ceptation;) having  ^ven  us  reafon  chiefly  to  be  employed 
in  fuch  matters,  as  he  jufUy  may  chum  our  aflent,  fo  he 
will  take  well  our  ready  furrendry  of  it  to  him,  as  an  aA 
of  reafon  and  wifdom  becoming  us. 

To  yield  unto  reafon  fiurly  propofed  and  proved  is  in 
any  cafe  a  laudable  quality,  flgnifying  that  a  man  hath 
his  reafon  to  purpofe,  that  he  is  guided  and  governed 
thereby,  not  by  humour  or  fancy;  qualifying  him  for 
converfation  and  bufinefs,  for  which  nothing  rendereth  a 
man  more  unfit  than  humorous  incredulity,  or  obffinacy 
againft  reafon.  It  is  efpecially  commendable  in  thefe 
cafes,  concerning  our  better  part  and  final  flate,  arguing  a 
man  to  be  fober  and  advifed,  affording  regard  to  things 
beft  deferving  it,  employing  his  confideration  in  due  place, 
bebg  faithful  and  jufl  to  himfelf,  in  attending  to  his  main 
concernments. 

2.  Faith  im|)lieth  a  compliance  with  the  providence 
and  grace  of  God ;  with  his  providence  framing  the  eco- 
nomy of  things  to  be  believed,  difcovering  it  to  the  world 
by  fpecial  revelation,  fumifhing  motives  apt  to  work  faith^ 


Of  Faith.  43 


^penfing  opportimities  of  knowledge  leading  thereto;  SERM. 
with  his  grace  operating  in  our  foub,  by  iiluftration  of      ^^* 
our  oainds  to  difcem,  attra^on  of  our  wills  to  embrace, 
inclination  of  our  afleAions  to  relifh  and  like  the  heavenly 
troths  exhibited  to  us. 

There  is  no  man  to  whom  means  are  not  adminiftered) 
lofficaent  to  produce  in  him  that  meafure  of  ikith,  which 
11  leqiufite  toward  the  good  management  of  his  life,  and 
his  rendering  an  account  for  it  at  God's  tribunal ;  there  is 
00  man  alfo,  to  whom  fuch  means  are  afforded,  whom 
the  grace  of  God,  who  defireih  thai  all  menjhould  ieiTim.ii.4. 
fimedj  and  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truths  doth  not  in 
fame  degree  excite  to  the  due  improvement  of  them ;  but 
iQ  effs&  the  cafe  is  varied,  becaufe  fome  men  do  embrace 
thofe  means,  and  comply  with  that  grace,  while  others  do 
itjeft  or  negleA  them. 

Our  Lord  iaith,  that  every  one,  who  hath  heard  of  /Ae  John  ▼1.45. 
Faiher^  and  hath  learned,  doth  come  unto  him :  but  fome  15,  '^"* 
there  are,  to  whom  the  Father  fpeaketh,  yet  they  7?op  ^ech.  tU. 
their  ears,  and  refufe  to  hear;  fome  do  hear  in  a  fort,  but  E^'ek.  in. 
do  not  learn,  ill  prejudices  or  depraved  affefUons  barring  ^!i^    . 
inflruftion  from  their  mind;  being  like  thofe  of  whomAaBvii.57! 
the  Apoftle  l^th.  The  word  heard  did  not  profit  them,  i^i^^^"/; 
ieg  not  mingled  with  faith  in  thofe  which  heard  it.  Heix.  Ui.  7, 

No  man,  Iaith  our  Lord  again,  can  come  unto  me  except  y^i^^'^^^^^^ 
the  Father  draw  him :  but  this  attra^on  is  not  compul-T^^* 
fory ;  we  may  hold  back ;  we  may  withftand  it,  and  not «. 
follow.  ^">^«  ««i- 

Fdith,  Iaith  St.  Paul,  is  a  gift  of  God,  and  a  favour  j^^yi,  w,  •. 
granted  to  us;  v/Aiy  ^«p/a^^,  To  you,  faith  he,  it  hath  ^^^^^^i ':  '^' 
gradoufly  vouchfafed  not  only  to  believe  in  him,  but  alfo  to  is.)    '*    ' 
f^er  for  him;  and.  To  you,  faith  our  Lord,  it  is  given  to  MatL sui. 
know  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven :  but  this  ^ft  ^i* 
is  not  always  accepted,  this  favoiu*  is  not  always  enter- 
tained ;  God  doth  not  fo  obtrude  it  on  us,  but  that  we 
may  rejeA  or  decline  it. 

Faith  is  a  fruit  of  God*s  Spirit ;  but  fuch  as  will  not  Gd.  v.  m. 
grow  in  a  bad  foil,  not  purged  from  weeds  of  corrupt  ^^^  ^^^ 

1  G>r.  xii.  Bf  9. 1  Jolm  U.  90.  ir.  9.  9  Cor.  i?.  la!  v.  90. 
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SSRM.  prejudice,  of  vicious  afiedion,  of  worldly  care;    whicb 

II*      wiU  not  thrive  without  good  care  and  culture. 

"'"'*"'*"^     Grod  inviteth  us  to  believe  by  the  promulgation  of  hit' 

Gofpel,  and  exhortation  of  his  minifters;    he  ded^upetfc 

abundant  reafon  to  perfuade  us ;  he  reprefenteth  to  cwf 

minds  the  beauty  of  Chriftian  truth  and  virtue ;  he  fp<Mk- 

eth  from  without  unto  us  by  manifold  ai^guments,  ablcfy  it 

we  are  not  very  ftupid,  to  convince  us;  he  fpeaktitb 

within  by  ftrong  impreflions  on  our  conlciences,  tfpt^  if 

Bev.  iii.  30.  we  are  not  very  ftubbom,  to  fubdue  us ;  Behold,  faith  h^ 

IJiand  at  the  door,  and  knock;  if  any  man  will  hearmf 

voicej  and  will  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  unto  kim: 

fuch  is  the  cafe ;  God  fiandeth  at  the  door  of  our  hetttV 

by  the  miniftry  of  his  word,  he  knocketh  at  it  by  the 

impulfe  of  his  grace ;  but  to  hear  is  the  work  of  our  vi-' 

gilance,  to  open  is  an  aft  of  our  voluntary  comjdiance. 

9Cor.iT.6.     God,  faith  St.  Paul,  who  commanded  the  light  i6  Jkhe 

Eph.  u  17,  ^^  ^  darknefs,  hath  Jhmed  in  owr  hearts,  to  give  the  Ughi 

oj  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  ofJi^ke 

Ckri/i;  God  fhineth  upon  us  by  revelation  of  his  tmdiy 

God  fhineth  into  us-  by  illumination  of  his  Sjnrit;   thor 

which  through  the  ear  doth  convey  the  light  of  truth 

unto  the  heart :  but  we  may  tiy  wilful  obflruftion  etcludb 

that  light,  fhutting  the  windows  of  our  heart  againfl-  it^ 

we  may  there  quench  it  by  foul  affeftions,  we  may  fiuo- 

tt  Cor.  Ui.    ther  it  in  fogs^  of  evil  preju£ce ;  we  may  diffipate  it  by 

iJ[i^^^ ^^  troublefome  cares;   we  may,  by  afTedied  blindnefs,  or 

ti^iutTk,     drowfy  negligence,  render  it  indifcemible,  or  ineflfeftuiJ 

to  us;  like  thoie,  of  whom  the  ApofQe  there  faith,  that 

«  Cbr.  IT.  4.  the  god  of  thh  world  had  blinded  the  minds  of  tho/e  which 

believe  not,  lefi  the  Ughi  of  the  gUrious  Go/pel  of  Chrijl^ 

who  is  the  image  of  God^  fiiMM  flAne  unto  them. 

Aas  xUi.        A  man  may  imadsur^  rh  kSyov,  thruft  away  the  wordj 

^^*  as  it  is  faid  of  tlie  Jews ;  he  may,  as  others  of  the  ihme 

Aasvii.  5i.fbunp  did,  refhfi  the  Spirit;  he  m^y,  as  thofe  worldlings  in 

Matt.  xiii.  the  Gofpel,  let  the  feed  fall  befide  him,  or  not  fall  deep 

***"•       into  him,  or  fall  into  thorns,  which  may  chake  it;  he 

J<Aniii.ao.inay  hate  the  light,  and  theitfore  not  come  unto  it;  or 
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^dagain/l  i/^as  thofe  did  in  Job;  he  may,  as  the  Phari-  SERM. 
fees  didy  defeat  the  counfelsy  and  crqfs  t/ie  defires  of  God.  H. 

And  as  to  deal  thus  with  God's  word  and  providence,  Job  xxiv. 
thus  to  treat  his  Spirit  and  grace,  is  heinoufly  criminal,  fo  |^*j^^  ^.. 
to  idb  them  well  is  very  acceptable  to  God's  goodnefs :  so. 
Xwc  yield  due  regard  to  his  providence,  and  an  obfe- gy^^  ""*■ 
•qoioua  ear  to  his  word ;  if  we  cheerfully  do  accept  his 
^tu,  and  clofe  with  his  overtures  of  mercy ;  if  we  concur 
Jirich  his  motions,  and  farther  his  gracious  deiigns,  he  will 
take  it  kindly  of  us  >  as  therein  a£ting  becomingly  toward 
him,  and  gratifying  him  in  that  wherein  he  mod  delight- 
jeth^  which  is  the  procurement  of  our  good. 

3.  Faith  doth  imply  good  opinion  of  God,  and  good 
aftions  toward  him. 

<k>d  our  parent  hath  (lamped  on  our  nature  fome  linea-  t;  ^wrmif 
meats  of  himfelf,  whereby  we  refemble  him ;  he  hath  im-  tj^THr.!^ 
plaRted  in  our  foul  fome  roots  of  piety  toward  him ;  into  ««•    Ong. 
our  frame  he  hath  inferted  fome  propenfions  to  acknow- 
ledge him^  and  to  afleft  him ;  the  which  are  excited  and 
improved  by  obferving  the  manifeft  footfteps  of  divine 
power,  wi£lom,  and  goodnefs,  which  occur  in  the  works 
of  nature  and  providence;  to  preferve  and  cherifli  thefe  is 
very  commendable ;  a  man  thereby  keeping  the  precious 
relics  of  the  divine  image  from  utter  defacement,  retain^ 
ing  ibmewhat  of  his  primitive  worth  and  integrity ;  de^ 
claring  that  by  ill  ufage  he  hath  not  quite  (battered  or 
fpcnled  his  be(l  faculties  and  inclinations. 

Now  that  he  who  believeth  hath  thus  managed  him- 
felfy  fo  as  to  have  prefervcd  in  his  foul  thofe  feeds  of 
piety,  apt  to  confpire  with  the  influences  of  grace  draw* 
ing  to  belief,  doth  appear  from  hence,  that  faith  doth  in- 
clude an  afient  to  divers  points,  fo  thwarting  our  carnal 
fenfe  and  guft,  that  without  a  good  efteem  of  God,  and 
good  afie6tion  toward  him,  we  hardly  could  admit  them ; 
the  carnal  mind,  or  bruti(h  part  within  us,  being,  as  Rom.  Tiii. 
St.  Paul  faith,  enmity  to  God^  and  uncapable  offuhmiffion  ^' 
to  Us  law  ;  the  fenfual  man  being  not  able  to  receive  the  1  Cor.  ii. 
things  of  God,  for  they  are  fooU/hnefs  to  liim  ;  to  balance  ^^' 
which  fepugnance  and  indifpofition  there  muft  be  foiuc 
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SERM.  good  notions  and  good  afie^ona  in  the  mind,  dilpofing 
11-       it  to  comply  with  the  revelation  of  truth  and  operation 
of  grace. 

There  can  hardly  be  any  greater  inflance  of  refpeft 
and  love  toward  any  perfon,  than  a  ready  yielding  of  af- 
ient  to  his  words,  when  he  doth  aver  tl^gs  to  our  con- 
ceit abfurd  or  incredible;   than  relling  on  his  promife, 
when  he  feemeth  to  ofTer  things  impoffible,  or  ftrangely 
difficult;   than  embracing  his  advice,  when  he  recom- 
mendeth  things  very  crofs  to  our  intereR,  humour,  and 
pleafure ;  whence  Abraham's  Uth  (exprefled  in  hoping 
for  a  fon  in  his  decrepit  age,  and  in  oaring  up  that  fbti, 
who  was  fo  dear  to  him,  who  was  the  heir  of  promife, 
the  prop  of  his  &mily  and  hope)  is  fo  magnilied,  as  an 
argument  of  exceeding  refped:  and  affection  toward  God  i 
Hia.u.i».^Oraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  imputed  to  him  for 
righleovfnefs,  and  he  was  called  the  friend  of  Godj  it  wm 
Roni.iT.it, a  great  evidence  of  his  friendfhip,  that  again/i  hope  he  be- 
Heb^ii.19.''^^  tn  hope,  heing  fully  perjuaded  that  what  Qod  had 
"■  pTomifed,  he  was  able  to  perform;  and  therefore  it  vma 

imputed  to  him  for  righleoufnefs  ;  or  accepted  by  God,  as 
a  tignal  a&.  of  goodnefs,  whereby  he  did  teftify  his  im- 
moveable opinion  concerning  the  power,  fidelity,  and  be- 
nignity of  God,  together  with  anfwerable  good-will  to- 
ward him. 

And  many  things  doth  the  ChriAian  doctrine  propof^ 
apt  to  try  fuch  a  friendllilp;  many  a  Hard  faying  doth  h 
^lert,  which  a  prolane  mind  can  hardly  fw^ow  or  di- 
geft ;  there  is  indeed  fcarce  any  article  of  faith,  at  which 
we  ihall  not  boggle ;  any  matter  of  duty,  which  we  Ihall 
not  flart  at,  any  promtfe  of  God,  whereat  we  fhall  not 
Jiagger,  if  we  be  not  feafoned  with  favourable  apprehett- 
fions  and  inclinations  toward  him,  who  recommendeth 
them  to  us,  as  endued  with  thofe  attributes  which  lecure 
their  credibility. 

That  God  Almighty  fhould  erea  this  Aately  fabric  of 
heaven  and  earth,  decked  with  fo  rich  and  goodly  fumi- 
'  ture,  with  efpecial  regard  to  man,  fo  puny  and  mean  a 
creature,  whom  he  fore&w  fo  ready  to  offend  and  wrong 
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him ;  that  upon  his  foul  mildenieanour  God  fliould  not  SERBL 
withdraw  his  gracious  protection  and  care  from  him,  but  "* 
thence  (hould  take  occafion  of  deiigning  and  capacitating 
him  for  a  ftate  far  more  happy  than  that  whence  he  had 
ImsfSeAj  making  his  punifhment  a  benefit,  and  his  deferved 
death  a  gate  of  immortality ;  that  for  the  redemption  of 
him,  conunuing  in  apoftafy  and  rebellious  enmity,  God 
fliould  pkafe  to  fend  down  out  of  his  bofom,  from  the 
height  of  glory  and  bleflednefs,  his  own  deareft  Son,  to 
partake  the  bafenefs  and  infirmity  of  our  fleib,  to  endure 
the  inconveniences  and  troubles  incident  to  our  condition, 
to  undergo  a  moft  painful  and  ignominious  death  for  the 
ej^piation  of  our  offences ;  thefe  are  myfteries,  to  which 
we  (bould  not  eafily  give  credence,  did  we  not  conceive 
God  immenfely  good  and  gracious. 

That  God  could  not  pitch  on  more  compendious  and 
commodious  ways  of  expreffing  his  goodnefs  and  mercy,  Eph.  Ui.  s. 
we  hardly  (hould  admit,  if  we  did  not  take  him  to  be  ^11!^^^^ 
tranlceDdently  wife,  far  beyond  our  reach  and  compre*  X|«r«^. 
heofion. 

That  Jefus,  a  man  in  appearance  like  to  ourfelves ;  of 
mean  parentage,  of  poor  eftate,  who  lived  as  a  beggar  and 
a  vagrant,  who  died  as  a  maleia£tor  and  a  (lave,  in  fem* 
Uance  forlorn  to  God  and  man,  fhould  be  the  Lord  of 
life  and  glory,  the  general  Author  of  falvation,  the  Judge 
of  all  men,  the  King  of  all  the  world,  is  a  point  which 
cannot  but  appear  very  (Irange,  very  fcandalous  to  minds 
not  imbued  with  fpecial  reverence  of  the  divine  power 
and  wiidom. 

That  God,  who  is  fo  perfe^y  holy,  fo  exaAly  juft,  fo 
extremely  difpleafed  with  iniquity,  fhould  yet  bear  fo  pa- 
tiently, and  fo  eafily  pardon,  enormous  tranfgreffions 
igunft  himfelf ;  that  he  fhould  accept  fo  mean  fer vices, 
and  to  fo  (light  performances  fhould  difpenfe  fo  precious 
rewards,  who  would  believe,  that  is  not  pofTefled  with 
conceptions  of  his  admirable  clemency  and  bounty  ? 

Iliat  God  one  day  will  raife  the  dead,  re-colleAing  our 
fcatteted  duft^  and  rearing  our  dUfolved  frame,  we  fhould 
not  eafily  grant,  had  we  not  a  ftrong  opinion'  of  God's 
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SGRKf.  power,  and  that  nothing  u  too  hard  for  lum  to  acoom- 
11.      pUft. 

~~~~^  That  to  deny  ourfelves  in  all  ways,  to  hatt  ew  am 
Jinils,  to  take  up  a  crofs,  to  fbrfakc  kindred  and  friendly 
to  quit  houfea  and  Janda,  to  renotaue  all  that  we  have,  to  ; 
rejeft  the  profits,  the  honours,  the  delights  of  the  worl^ 
to  cut  off  our  right  bands,  to  pluck  out  our  ri^t  eyes,  to 
mortify  our  members,  and  crucify  our  fldh,  to  be  dead  : 
to  the  world,  to  expofe  our  lives  unto  greateft  dangen^ 
yea  to  (acrilice  them  unto  certain  lofs,  are  often  things 
very  good,  moH  advifable  and  eligible,  how  could  we 
be  ever  induced  to  conceive,  if  we  did  not  take  God  to 
be  moft  wife,  who  hath  prefcribed  fuch  duties ;  moll  fiutb- 
iiil,  who  hath  engaged  to  fatisfy  us  for  the  difcbaige  of 
them }  mofl  able  fully  to  requite  us  for  the-  pains  and 
damages  which  we  fuftain  in  fuch  practice ! 

That  the  methods  of  Providence  {hould  be  fo  intricate 
and  unaccountable;  that  the  paflagc  to  hsppinefs  flioold 
be  fo  rough,  and  that  to  mifery  fo  fmooth ;  that  He  who 
difpofeth  all  things,  fliould  to  thofc  whom  he  moft  Itketh 
and  loveth  difpenfe  temptations,  crofles,  difgraces,  all 
kinds  of  hardfliip  and  forrow ;  permitting  thole  whoso  be 
difapproveth  and  detefleth  to  live  without  interruption  m 
quiet,  fplendor,  and  jollity;  would  Humble  one,  who 
hath  not  entertained  a  general  aflurance  concenung  the 
wifdom  and  equity  of  God. 

'  Faith,  therdbre,  in  moft  of  its  chief  parts,  doth  imply 
him  that  owneth  it  to  be  well  conceited  and  well  afleflcd 
toward  his  Maker;  thereby  avowing  his  moft  glorious 
perfections,  the  which  do  aflure  the  truth  of  his  word 

JofaD,  iii.a.and  dodrine;  He,  faith  our  Lord,  tliat  hath  recmved  asy 
i^imony,  hath  Jet  hisfeal,  that  God  is  true;  that  is,  moft 
ovidently  he  doth  iignify  his  opinion  of  God's  verwaty 
and  fidelity,  together  with  the  divine  peife£tions  requifite 
to  make  them  good;  for  be  (laith  the  believer  in  his 
mind)  the  propofition  never  fo  uncouth  to  my  apprdien- 
fion,  yet  God  b  true  who  affinneth  it ;  be  the  duty  never 
^  harfti  to  my  fenfe,  yet  God  is  wife  and  good  who  ap- 
pointeth  it  j  be  the  promife  never  fo  milikely  io  iq^>car- 
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ance  to  find  efiedt,  yet  God  is  faithful  and  able  to  per*-  SERM. 
form  it:  and  he  that  is  thus  difpofed  in  judgment  and       ^^' 
affe^ion  toward  God,  no  wonder  if  his  demeanour  be 
very  acceptable  to  him. 

.  Thus  is  faith  precious,  confidering  its  nature,  and  thofe 
eflential  ingredients,  or  infeparable  adjun£ls,  which  it  doth 
include  or  imply.  It  will  alfo  appear  to  be  fo,  if  we  con- 
fider  its  ri(b,  and  thofe  good  difpofitions,  which  concur  in 
its  produAion. 

III.  I.  To  the  engendering  of  faith  there  is  required  a  i  TheflC  ▼. 
mind  fbber,  compofed,  and  wakeful;  ready  to  obferve 
wfa^  bdalleth,  apt  to  embrace  what  is  offered,  conduci- 
hie  to  our  good  and  advantage ;  a  mind  not  fo  drowned 
in  worldly  care^  fenfual  enjoyment,  or  impertinent  fport, 
as  to  overfee  or  negleft  the  concerns  of  our  better  part, 
and  eternal  flate. 

That  we  may.  believe,  we  muft  have  eyes  to  fee^  andl>eut.xus« 
ears  to  kear,  and  a  heart  to  underjiand;  we  muft  attentively  M^tt.  ziii. 
VkAl  with  our  .eyes>  we -muft  incline  our  ears  to  God'i  J- »'•.?*• 

/»  f  t  »    /i       r\'  Rev.  II.  /• 

wordf  we  muft  apply  our  heart  to  injtruction.  Pf.  izz?iiu 

Thus  in  the-  apcrflolical  hiftory  we  may  obferve,  thatj^^^j^j-.^^^ 
when  the  Apoftles,  in  a  manner  apt  to  ftir  any  4nan,  being  ifa.  xxxii. 
awake,  to  remark,  did  propofe  their  do£lrine,  fome  rea^  p^' zziii,' 
<fily  did  yield  their  ears  and  hearts  to  their  difcourfe;}^.  u.  lo. 
while  otheT%did  not  mind  or  regard  it.  .  vil.  q4. 

a.   Faith  doth  require  much  diligence  and  indufiry^ 
We  muft  have  the  patience  to  ^ve  God  the  hearing,  carew 
fiilly  attending  to  what  is  propounded ;  as.it  is  laid  of  Lydia^ 
that  {he.did  vjoo-ffp^fv,  attend  to  the  words  fpoken  by  S/.i  Tim.  ir. 
Paul;  and  Hi  wtfwempni  ifpoai^fiv,  we  fnujlj  faith  the  Apo-  A^zvi.i4. 
file  to  the  Hebrews,  yield  extraordinary  attention  to  the  ^^^-*  "•  ^« 
things  heard;  we  muft,  as  our  Saviour  wameth,  let  the 
evangelical  ward  Jink  down  into  bur  ears:  we  muft  takeLukeiz.44. 
the  pains  to  confider  the  notions,  and  to  weigh  the  rea- 
ibns  enforcing  them;  as  tlie  Bereans  did,  who  did  avaxpl-AQs  zvH. 
Miv  rAg  yfmfas,  examine  the  Scriptures^  whether  thofe  ^Amg^JHe^.Ti.  11, 
were  fo.  as  St.  Paul  did  teach  out  of  them.    We  muft  ly-  ^2.  iv.  n. 
Sfjjmi0-dai  r^  ovou^,  ^eert  and  deMon/irate  that  ^dious  tUtx^u^, 
carCf  which  is  requifite  to  get  a  dear  knowledge  and  finn 

VOL.  lY.  B 
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SBRM.  perfuafion  concerning  the  points  of  belief;  for  he  that 

^^'       ceived  the  feed  into  the  good  ground j  was  6  tJ»  >jSyw  iauoAm^ 

Matt.  xiii.  xa)  (Tt/vifloy,  he  that  heard  the  word,  and  did,  under/land  ii, 

^*  or  well  coniider  it ;  God  for  this  reafon  doth  lay  his  truth 

not  fo  open^  or  obvious,  that  we  may  be  fomewhat  exer- 

cifed,  and  put  to  ufe  a  pious  diligence  in  finding  it;  it  lieth 

John  V.  39'  under  the  furface,  that  we  may  delve  for  it ;  fearcking  the 

Scriptures^  weighbg  reafons,  comparing  things. 

3.  Faith  muft  needs  proceed  from  fincerity,  and  found- 
ncfs  of  judgment. 

.  The  aflent,  which  upon  contemplation  and  cdnfidering 
of  things  we  do  yield  to  them,  is  ufually  termed  judg- 
ment; and  it  much  refembleth  that  ad,  whofe  name  it 
borroweth :  for  as  he  is  a  good  judge,  who  after  a  fuU 
cognizance,  and  careful  difcuffion  of  the  cafe  with  its 
pleas,  doth  pronounce  freely  and  fairly,  being  no  wsy 
fwayed  either  by  his  own  inclination,  or  by  temptation 
from  without;  who  is  not  biafled  by  any  previous  afiec- 
tion  ordiflike,  not  drawn  by  iavour,  not  daunted  by  fear^ 
not  bribed  by  profit,  not  charmed  by  flattery,  not  daaiKled 
by'fpecious  appearance,  not  gulled  by  crafty  infinufltions 
or  by  fine  fpeech,  not  tired  by  felicitation  or  importu- 
nity, ttot'feduced  by  precedents  or  cuftom ;  not  perverted 
l^  any  fuch  means,  which  are  indired,  imperUnent,  or 
extrinfecal  to  the  caufe,  fo  as  to  give  awron^fentence;  fo 
is  he  that  aflenteth  to  Chriitian  truth :  many  confider- 
ations  will  exempt  him  from  any  fufpicion  of  being  any* 
wife  fo  corruptedi 
johnyii.94.  For  the  Gofpel  cometh  imder  trial  in  a  guife  nowife 
w  V^in  P^pfible  or  advantageous  to  human  conceit :  its  garb  and 
circumftances  are  no^m^  taking,  or  attra£tive  of  any  fa- 
vour to  it ;  but  fuch  mher,  as  are  apt  to  raile  diflike  and 
fcandal  againft  it ;  it  being,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  prefented  up 
2  Cor.  iv.  7.  in  earthen  veffelsj  in  a  way  very  homely  and  contemptible. 
Gal.  IV.  13.  j^  reprefenteth  a  mean^a  poor,  a  perfecuted,  a  crucified 
1  Cor.  ii.  3.  man  offering  falvation,  and  claiming  obedience ;  attended 
by  perlbns  of  like  condition  and  fortune,  urging  the 
fame  overtures  and  pretences  upon  us :  and  what  im- 
preflion  is  fuch  an  appearance  likely  to  work  upon  our 
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fiuicy^  which  is  prone  to  afie6l  (plendid  and  pompous  S£RM. 
fliews?  n. 

The  fame  doth  not  prefent  to  us  any  bribe  of  gain, 
doth  not  tempt  us  with  any  hope  of  preferment,  doth  not 
■Unre  us  with  any  bait  of  pleafure;  but  challengeth  a 
finee  fentence;  and  that  fuch  an  one,  which  may  greatly 
prejudice  our  woiidly  interefts,  may  fpoil  our  profit,  may 
fiop  our  preferment,  may  dafh  all  our  pleafure;  In  the  John  x7\. 
world  yeJhaU  have  tribulation :  We  mujl  through  many  tri-  ^€^^'.11'. 
hilaiions  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God:  Every  one  /Aa/iPet.ii.3u 
wiU  Uve  godlily  in  Chrift  Jefus  muftfuffer  perfecution :  I/]^'""'  "'• 
any- man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf  and  take  ^  '^^* '"' 
1^  Atf  crofsy  and  follow  me.  Such  are  the  promifes  and  en-  phil.  i.  99. 
ticements  it  ufeth.  MSt^xVl^' 

Neither  doth  it  footh  or  court  us  by  glozing  fpeech,  foa4.  x.  as. 
as  to  recommend  itfelf  to  our  fencies  by  ndfing  in  us  a 
good  ocxnceit  of  ourfelves;  but  dealeth  bluntly  and  coarfc- 
ly  with  us;  feithfully  and  plainly  acquainting  us  with 
our  own  cafe^  involved  in  its  caufe ;  how  grievous  finners 
we  be^  how  obnoxious  to  juflice  we  (land ;  how  worthlefs 
we  are,  how  wretched  we  fhall  be,  fecluding  that  mercy 
and  grace  of  God,  which  it  tendereth  upon  its  own  terms, 
of  confeifing  our  guilt,  difclaiming  our  merit,  humbly 
feeking  mercy,  forfaking  our  own  ways,  and  fubmitting 
to  God's  will. 

It  doth  not  folicit  us  in  trim  language,  nor  by  fly  infi- 
nuations  doth  inveigle  us  to  embrace  it ;  but  in  downright 
terms,  in  a  plain  drefs  of  fpeech,  in  a  refblute  drain  doth 
charge  us,  upon  our  peril,  to  do  it  right,  denouncing  upon 
our  refiilal  extremit|B8  of  wrath  and  vengeance. 

It  advanceth  pleas  againft  the  bent  of  our  temper, 
which  ever  is  prone  to  things  forbidden,  and  averfe  from 
things  enjoined  by  it :  againft  the  prejudices  of  our  mind, 
wUch  is  always  apt  to  approve  or  to  admire  things 
which  it  condemneth  or  viliiieth;  to  diflike  or  defpife 
things  which  it  commendeth  and  magnifieth :  againft  the 
afiedions  of  our  heart,  the  deareft  objeAs  of  whofe  love, 
deHgfat,  and  care  it  would  difcard  and  drive  from  us  5  the 
moft  unwelcome  and  difguftfol  things  whereto,  it  would 
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SERM.  introduce  and  bring  to  us :  againft  our  ftrbngeft  appetites, 

^^'      and  moft  earned  paflions;  the  violent  motions  of  which 

it  doth  curb  and  check;  doth  quell,  or  doth  allay:  againft 

many  temptations,  potently  drawing  us  to  things  from 

which  it  reclaimeth,  ftoutly  driving  us  from  things  which 

it  recommendeth :  againft  the  ftream  of  habitual  ulage, 

and  the  torrent  of  common  example,  things  fo  prevalent 

upon  us :  in  fine,  agwift  ourfelves,  fuch  as  we  naturally 

are,  fuch  as  we  by  education  and  cuftom  are  made;  whom 

it  impeacheth  of  heinous  guilt  and  enormous  folly;  whofe 

conceit  and  credit  it  debafeth ;  whom  it  deprefleth  into 

the  confines  of  hell  and  mifery :  all  within  us,  all  aboul 

us,  do  with  might  and  main  oppofe  it;  our  luft,  our  hxicf^ 

our  honour,  our  intereft,  our  reputation,  our  prmciplMi 

our  cuftoms,  our  friends,  our  enemies;   the  flefh,  the 

worldy  the  devil,  all  combinedly  are  fo  many  fierce  ad« 

verfaries,  fo  many  fhrewd  advocates,  fo  many  damoitnia 

folicitors  againft  its  caufe. 

He  therefore,  who  notwithflanding  all  thefe  difadvan- 
tages  determineth  in  favour  of  it,  muft  afliiredly  be  a  very 
upright,  impartial,  and  incorrupt  judge;  declaring  his 
fenfe  purely  according  to  the  di£tates  of  his  reafon  and 
confcience; 

What  indeed  greater  integrity  can  a  man  exprefs,  than 
in  thus  deciding  a  caufe  referred  to  him  fo  much  againft 
himfelf,  as  he  is  naturally  afieded,  and  flandeth  related  to 
things  here  ?  What  greater  equity  can  he  (hew,  than  in 
avowing  fo  harffa,  fo  rough,  fo  unpleaiing  truths,  fo  little 
gradfying  his  ovirn  fenfe  or  fancy,  fo  little  favouring  his 
profit  or  pleafure  ?  What  greater  ing|nuity  can  there  be, 
than  tQ  efpoufe  that  do&rine  which  pincheth  our  liberty 
within  fo  narrow  bounds;  which  layeth  fuch  reflfaints 
upon  our  thoughts,  our  words,  our  a£Hons ;  which  inter- 
di&eth  to  us  fo  many  ^oyments,  which  exa^th  from 
us  fo  great  pwis  ? 

4.  To  the  begetting  faith  there  muft  concur  humility, 
or  a  readinefs  to  entertain  fober  and  moderate  opinions  b£ 
ourfelves,  together  with  fuitable  alTe&ions  and  defires;  for 
he  tliat  with  hearty  perfoafion  and  ferious  refohition  em«- 
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braceth  Chriflianityj  doth  thereby  (loop  to  many  things  SERM. 
very  crofs  to  the  vain  conceit^  the  proud  huniour^  and      H. 
haughty  ftomach  of  man.  — 

The  firft  ftep  into  the  Chriftian  fiate  is  a  fight  and  fenfe 
of  our  own  imperfe&ion^  weaknefs^  bafenefs^  and  nrifery : 
we  muft  difcera  and  feel^  that  our  mind  is  very  blind^  and 
oiff  reafon  very  feeble  5  that  our  will  is  very  impotent^ 
lame,  depraved,  prone  to  evil,  and  averfe  from  good ;  that  a  Cor.  iii.  5. 
our  life  is  void  of  merit,  and  polluted  with  guilt ;  that 
our  condition  is  deplorably  fad  and  wretched;  that  of 
ourfelves  we  are  infufEcient  to  think  or  do  any  good,  in. 
CMder  to  our  recovery  or  deliverance ;  whence  we  are  ob- 
liged to  fore  compundion  of  fpirit  for  our  deeds  and  our 
cale,  to  humble  confeffion  of  our  fins  and  miferies,  to 
eameft  fupfdication  for  mercy  and  grace,  to  heal  and 
reiciie  us  fVom  our  lad  eftate :  Lord  have  mercy  on  me,  a  Luke  ztUI. 
Jitmer:  IVhatJhall  I  do  to  lefavedP  IVretched  man  tliat  /A^,^i.3o. 
nm^whoJkaU  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  death  P  Such  are  Rom.  ¥11. 
the  ejaculations  of  a  foul  teeming  with  faith. 

He  that  entereth  into  the  faith,  muft  therewith  entirely  Naz.  Oc 
fubmit  his  underfiandmg,  and  refign  his  judgment  to  God,  »*^»-P-***- 
as  his  mafter  and  guide  i  being  ready  to  believe  whatever 
God  declareth,  however  to  his  feeming  unintelligible  or 
incredible ;  to  follow  whither  God  condu£teth,  although 
like  Abraham  he  knoweth  not  whither  he  goeth  ;  to  ap-  Heb.  si.  s. 
prove  that  which  God  ordaineth,  however  diftafteful  to^^*^[^ 
his  fenfe ;  to  undertake  that  which  God  requireth,  how-  fe;c>«'«'* 
ever  difficult;   to  bear  that  which  God  impofeth,  how 
bordenfome  foever;  being  content  that  Divine  wifdom 
ihall^ahfolutely  fway  and  reign  over  his  wifdom ;  that  his 
reafon  IhaU  be  puzzled,  (hall  be  baffled  in  many  cafes; 
that  his  mind  (hall  be  rifled  of  all  its  prejudices,  its  fond 
coriofities,  its  prefumptuous  confidences,  of  every  thought  3  Cor.  z.  5. 
and  device  advancing  itfelf  againft  divine  truth. 

He  muft'  abandon  dl  good  opinion  of  himfelf,  all  con- 
critedvefs  of  his  own  worth,  merit,  excellency,  felicity  in 
any  kind ;  (lighting  his  wealth,  his  power,  his  dignity, 
his  wit,  his  wildom,  tod  the  like  advantages  natural  or 
iecular^  which  are  fo  nmch  prized  in  vulgar  and  worldly 

K3 
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SERH.  efteeoi;  as  things  in  themlelvei  of  no  conSdentiOn,  nof 

II-      otherwife  valuable  than  as  talents  entrufted  by  God,  or 

indrumenta  of  his  fervice ;  difowning  them  irom  faimfelf, 

as  things  freely  diTpenfed  by  God,  and  abfolutely  depeod- 

Phil.  iii.  8,  ing  on  his  dijpolal :  faying  with  St.  Paul,  Yea  doubtUfi,  I 

**  count  all  things  but  lofsfor  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 

o/Ckr't/i  Jejus  my  Lord:  for  wham  I  havefuffered  the  loft 

if  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung,  that  I  may  wim 

Chrifi,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  rightevif- 

rtefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  tkroi^h  the 

failk  of  Chrifi. 

He  alio  that  cordially  doth  embrace  the  Chnllian  doc- 
trine, with  refolution  of  conforming  his  prance  thereto, 
mufl  ]ook  for  it  to  fuft^n  much  dilgrace;  to  be  hated,  to 
be  cenfured  and  taxed,  to  be  flighted  and  fcomed,  to  be 
'    reproached,  to  be  fpumed  as  a  fool,  an  idiot,  a  humouril^ 
j(flum.is,a  filly,   fupeiftitious,   bntaAical,  morofe  body,   by  the 
*'*  world,  and  the  adherents  to  its  corrupt  principles,  its  vi- 

1  Pet.  tv.  4.  cious  fafhions,  ita  depraved  fentimenlB  and  pra£ticeB }  who 
^^^'**''*"  will  wonder  (with  indignation  and  fcom)  at  thofe  who  do 
nof  Ttm  into  the  fame  excefi  of  riot,Jpeaking  evil  and  rail- 
ing at  them :  efpecially  in  times  when  wiclcednefs  doth 
Ift  up  its  horn,  when  pro&nenefs  doth  not  only  much 
prevul,  but  doth  infult  and  vapour  over  piety. 

Every  Chriltian  as  fuch  immediately  doth  admit  notioni 
quite  debafing  high  conceit,  which  afcribe  all  otir  good 
things  purely  to  Divine  bounty,  which  allow  us  to  own 
nothing  but  evils  fprin^g  from  our  defers,  infinnities, 
and  comipUone,  firom  our  guilty  naugbtinefg  and  folly  j 
which  difplay  our  great  impcrfbdion,  indigency,  iapO- 
tency,  ignorance,  error,  unworthinefs,  and  fbrlom  wretch- 
ednefs ;  which  aflure  that  we  do  fubfift  in  total  depend- 
ance  upon  God,  continually  needing  his  prote6ion,  foe- 
cour,  and  mercy. 

He  mull  undertake  the  pradice  of  dudes  extremely 
crofs  to  proud  humour ;  to  comport  with  injuries  and  a^ 
fronts,  without  revenge,  without  refentment  of  them  j  to 
[dace  himfelf  beneath  others;  to  be  content  with  his  Hate 
how  mean  and  poor  foever ;  to  bear  patiently  all  events 
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incideiit  to  him,  however  lad  and  grievous;  with  the  like,  SERlf. 
contraiy  to  the  guft  of  a  proud  heaij^  II- 

hiimw. 


He  that  doth  thus  demean  hindSf,  embracing  fuch 
notions^  and  complying^.  with  fuch  duties,  how  can  he 
otherwife  than  be  a  very  humble,  fober^  and  modeft  per- 
fon} 

5*  To  faith  much  fortitude,  much  refolution,  and  cou- 
rage muft  confpire :  for  he  that  firmly  perfuadeth  himfelf 
to  be  a  Chriftian,  doth  embark  in  a  mod  difficult  and 
dreadful  war&re^  doth  undertake  moft  high  and  hazard- 
ous enterprifes,  doth  engage  in  the  boldeft  adventures 
that  a  man  can  fet  upon ;  he  intendeth  to  encounter  moft 
puiflant^  fiout,  and  fierce  enemies;  to  fight  many  a  bloody 
battle ;  to  attack  many  a  ftrong  hold,  to  fuftain  many  a 
ihaip  brunt,  to  endure  many  fore  hardibips,  to  run  into 
•many  terrible  dangers,  to  break  through  many  tough  dif- 
ficulties, to  furmount  many  great  difcouragements,  impe- 
diments, and  oppofitions. 

He  doth  fet  himfelf  in  array  againft  the  world,  the  fleih,  i  John  v. «. 
and  the  devil,  that  ftrong  confederacy  bandied  againft 
him  with  their  utmoft  force  of  ftrength  and  fubtilty. 

He  muft  combat  the  world,  by  its  fair  looks,  flatteries,  Eph.  ii.  s. 
and  carefles,  enticing  to  fin ;  by  its  frowns,  menaces,  and  Rom.xii.3. 
rough  treatments,  deterring  from  duty;  enfnaring  us  by  its  ^CotMi.Q\, 
[nofits,  its  glories,  its  pleafures ;  feducing  us  by  its  bad 
cnftoms  and  examples ;  diftrading  us  with  its  cares  and 
anrnfements  of  bufinefs. 

He  muft  cope  with  the  flefli,  that  inteftine  and  treach- 
erous foe;  which  with  its  corrupt  prejudices  and  imagi- 
oatioiis,  with  its  ftubbom  proclivities,  virith  its  impetuous 
appetites^  with  its  boifterous  paifions,  doth  war  againft  iPtun.u. 
^^  J^»  Ariving  to  bring  our  minds  into  iaplivity  under  ^q^'  ^"" 
ihe  law  offah  which  is  in  our  members. 

He  muft  grapple  with  the  devil,  that yirong  one^  thatEph.vi.ia. 
grmig  Uon^  that  wily  fnake^  that  rueful  dragon,  always  9,  ^^'  ^'  ^' 
waiting  to  furprife  us,  always  gaping  to  devour  us,  ^pii*^i*ii. 
always  layii^  clofe  tnuns  to  entrap  us,  always  throwing  ^ cor.n  n. 
Jkry  darts  of  temptation,  to  confume  or  fcorch  us;  Our  Epb.vi.  19. 
wr^^ftlksg,  as  the  Apofile  doth  npttb  it,  is  againft  princi- 
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S  ERM.  palihes]  again/l  powers,  again/i  the  rulers  of  the  darkne/s  of 

^^'  this  world,  again/i Jkuptual  wickednejfes  in  high  places* 
*"^""""""  In  thefe  confli^s  he  muft  expeft  to  meet  wth  many  a 
grievous  lepulfe,  to  bear  many  a  hard  knocks  to  fed 
many  a  fore  wound;  to  be  often  beat  back,  often  knocked 
down,  often  thruft  through,  often  trampled  on^  and  in- 
fulted  over. 

To  fet  on  thefe  things  is  furely  the  higheft  gdlantry 
that  can  be ;  he  that  hath  the  heart  to  attempt  and  un- 
dergo fuch  things,  is  a  daring  and  brave  man  indeed ;  he 
that  fuccefsfiiUy  can  achieve  fuch  exploits  is  truly  a  hero ; 
moft  defending  notable  trophies,  and  everlafiing  monu- 
ments of  renown. 

The  undertakings  of  Alexander,  of  Hannibal,  of  Cselar^ 

did  not  fignify  valour  like  to  this ;  their  achievements  wei^ 

but  toys  in  comparifon  to  thefe :  thofe  famous  gallahts 

would  have  found  it   infinitely  harder  to  conquer  the 

world  in  this  way ;  to  have  fubdued  their  lufts,  and  maf- 

tered  their  paflfions,  would  have  proved  far  more  difficult, 

than  to  get  advantage  in  fcufRes  with  armed  men ;  to  dif* 

comfit  legions  of  devils,  would  have  been  to  them  another 

kind  of  w6rk,  than  was  the  vanqui(hing  fquadrons  of  Per- 

fians,  of  Gauls,  of  Romans :  to  have  fet  upon  their  own 

ambition  and  vanity,  their  intemperance,  their  revenge ;  to 

have  quelled  thofe  inward  enemies;  to  have  fuftained  a& 

fronts,  difgraces,  aflHidions,  with  a  calm  and  contented 

mind,  would  have  more  tried  their  courage,  than  all  which 

-they  attempted;   making  a  great  (hew,  but  fignifying 

little  of  true  fortitude. 

6.  The  noble  virtue  of  patience  is  likewife  acceflary  to 
faith ;  thereto  all  kinds  of  patience  mufl  concur ;  patknoe 
of  labour  in  God's  fervice,  and  obedience  to  all  his  com- 
iTheCi.a.mands;  patience  of  hope,  in  waiting  for  the  accompliihment 
of  God's  pleafure ;  patience  of  perfecurion  for  God's  ii^e, 
and  in  confcience  of  our  duty  to  him ;  patience  of  crofles 
and  aflSiAions  by  God's  difpofal  allotted  to  us  for  out  in- 
ftru£lion,  our  exercife,  our  probation,  our  corre^dn^  and 
improvement  in  goodnefs.  For, 
Heb.  V.  8.       Chriftianity  is  the  great  ichool  and  fpecial  academy  of 
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patience^  wtierein  we  are  informed,  are  inured^  are  tnuned  SERM. 
up  and  tried  to  bear  all  things :  the  crofs  is  the  badge  of      ^^- 
our  profeflSon,  without  willingly  carrying  which,  we  can-  Hcb.  xii.  6. 
not  be  the  children  of  God  or  difciples  of  Chrift;  where- ^""^  *^''- 
by  we  are  conformed  to  the  image  of  our  Lord^  the  man  o/'robi.  viii. 
fwrow,  and  acquainted  with  grief:  tribulation  is  our  lot,  J^- 
to  which  we  are  appointed,  and  to  which  we  are  called;  i  Thefl:  iii. 
perTecution  is  the  condition  propofed  to  us;  it  being  told^'p^  j. 
us,  that  every  one  who   will  live  godlily  in  Chrifl  Jefus  i  Tim.  Hi. 
mu/lfuffer  perfecution:  affliflion  is /the  way  toward  hap-y^^  ^i^^ 
piaefs,  for  hy  many  affli&ions  we  mufl  enter  into  the  king*  aa* 
iom  of  heaven  ;  it  is  reprefented  as  a  favour  granted  to 
us  to  fufier;  for  uftiv  Ip^opiV^,  to  you,  faith  St.  Paul,  it  hathVhW,  i.  a$. 
been  indulged,  not  only  to  believe  in  Chrift,  but  to  fuffer  S*Jj;.'";  }^; 
for  him;  it  is  our  glory,  our  joy,  our  beatitude.     OurJamcsi. q. 
worl^  is  to  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  fet  before  t'f  •  jamcsi.  is. 
In  fine,  fidth  and  parience  are  the  pair,  which  being  cou-  ^  ^^:.  *^'- 
pled  together  draw  us  to  the  inheritance  of  thepromifes;  Hch.zW.i, 
patience  being  needful  to  introduce  and  fupport  faith.         RcvWiij 

7.  With  faith  alfo  muft  concur  the  virtue  of  prudence,  10. 
in  all  its  parts  and  inftances :  therein  is  exerted  a  fagacity,  ^^i^^  ^^^ ' 
difceming  things  as  they  really  are  in  themfelves,  not  as  ^9. 
they  appear  through  the  maflcs  and  difguifes  of  fallacious 
femblance,  whereby  they  would  delude  us ;  not  fufTering 
us  to  be  abufed  by  the  gaudy  fhews,  the  falfe  glofles,  the 
tempting  allurements  of  things ;  therein  we  muft  ufe  dif* 
cretion  in  prizing  things  rightly,  according  to  their  true 
nature  and  intrinfic  worth ;  in  choofing  things  really  good, 
and  reje&ing  things  truly  evil,  however  each  kind  may 
feem  to  our  erroneous  fenfe ;  therein  we  muft  have  a  good 
proipeA,   extending  itfelf   to  the   final  confequences  of 
things,  fo  that  looking  over  prefent  contingencies  we  de- 
fcry  what  certainly  will  befall  us  through  the  courfe  of 
eternal  ages. 

In  faith  is  exercifed  that  prudence,  which  guideth  and 

prompteth  us  to  walk  by  the  beft  rules,  to  a£t  in  the  beft 

manner,  to  apply  the  beft  means  toward  attainment  of  the 

beft  ends. 

The  prudence  of  fieuth  is  indeed  the  only  prudence  con- 
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8ERM.  fiderable ;  all  other  prudence  regarding  obje£b  very  low 

n.      and  ignoble^  tending  tp  defigns  very  mean  or  bofby  having 

fruits  very  poor  or  vain.    To  be  wife  about  afiairs  of  thk 

life  (thefe  fleeting,  thefe  empty,  thefe  deceitful  (hadowi) 

Rom.  xiit.  is  a  forry  wifdom ;  to  be  wife  in  purveying  for  thefts,  is 

^^*  the  wifdom  of  a  beaft,  which  is  wife  enough  to  prog  fiir 

its  fuftenance ;  to  be  wife  in  gratifying  fancy,  is  the  wifr 
dom  of  a  child^  who  can  eafily  entertain  and  pleafe  himfelf 
with  trifles;  to  be  wife  in  contriving  mifchief,  or  em- 
broiling things,  is  the  wifdom  of  a  fiend,  in  which  the  old 
ferpent,  or  grand  politician  of  hell^  doth  exceed  all  the 
Machiavels  in  the  world:   this,  as  St.  James  (alth,  is 

i^m.\\u  \ 5, earthly,  fenfual,  devilijh  wifdom;  but  the  wifdom  of  faithj 
or  that  tui/dom  which  is  from  above,  is  firft  pure,  them 
peaceable,  gentle,  eqfy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  ami 
good  works. 

8.  In  fine,  the  embracing  ChrifUan  do&rine  doth  fup- 
pofe  a  mind  imbued  with  all  kinds  of  virtuous  difpofitioB 
in  fome  good  degree;  for  feeing  that  do&rine  doth  hi|^y 

Chryf.  in    commend,  and  ftri^y  prefcribe  all  virtue,  he  muft  needs  be 

1  Cor.  Or.  ^  fipiend  to  all  virtue,  and  a  devoted  fervant  thereto^  who 
can  heartily  approve  and  like  it :  his  eye  muft  be  founds 
and  clear  from  mifts  of  bad  prejudice,  who  can  ken  the 
beauty,  and  bear  the  luftre  of  it ;  his  palate  muft  be  pure 
from  vicious  tin£tures,  who  can  relifh  its  fweetnefs ;  his 
heart  muft  be  void  of  corrupt  afle£tions  and  defires,  who 
fincerely  doth  afieft  it,  and  firmly  doth  cleave  thereto ;  his 
confcience  muft  be  good,  who  can  hope  for  the  excellent 
rewards  which  it  propofeth,  who  can  ftand  proof  agttnft 
the  terrible  menaces  it  denounceth;  his  intentions  muft  be 
upright,  who  dareth  offer  them  to  be  fcanned  by  fo  exafil: 
rules;  his  life  muft  in  good  meafure  be  blamdiefs,  who 
can  prefent  it  before  the  bar  of  fo  rigorous  judgment ;  be 
muft  be  a  man  of  much  goodnefs,  ingenuity,  aikl  integrity^ 
who  can  think  it  expedient,  who  can  be  content  and  will- 
ing that  fuch  a  dodrine  be  accounted  true,  whiiph  fo 
plainly  difcountenanceth^  which  fo  peremptorily  con- 
demneth,  which  fo  feverely  punifheth  all  kinds  of  wick- 

Johaui.3i.ednefs;  for  He,  as  our  Saviour  faith,  and  he  alonCj  who 
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ioeih  ike  iruih,  doth  come  to  the  lights  that  his  deeds  mag  SERM. 
be  muinifefted.    Emth  therefore^  and  good  confcience^  are      ^t* 
«dl  by  St.  Paul  fo  often  coupled,  as  infeparable  afTo*  ^  Tim.  i.  5. 
ciates.  "•  ^^*  "'•  ^' 

Where  now  are  they,  who  wonder  that  faith  is  fo 
oommeiided,  doth  find  fuch  acceptance  with  God,  and  is 
to  crowned  with  reward ;  who  would  banifh  it  from  the 
company  of  virtues,  and  out  of  all  moral  confideration ; 
who  would  have  it  taken  for  an  involuntary  a£l,  forced  on 
the  mind,  and  iffuing  from  dry  fpeculation  ?  for,  feeing  fo 
many  excellent  difpofitions  of  foul  are  its  ingredients, 
efleotially  connected  with  it;  feeing  fo  many  noble  aAs  of 
will  do  concur  to  its  production;  feeing  it  hath  fo  many 
chmce  virtues  infeparably  adherent,  as  previous  or  con- 
comitant to  it;  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  (hould  moralise 
it,  ihould  render  it  very  confiderable,  fo  capable  of  pndfe, 
to  worthy  of  recompenfe. 

If  we  therefore  do  believe,  becaufe  we  will  apply  our 
minds'  to  regard  our  beft  concerns,  becaufe  we  will  yield 
doe  attention  to  the  declarations  and  overtures  of  God, 
becaufe  we  will  take  the  pains  to  weigh  the  reafons  per- 
fnafive  of  truth,  becaufe  we  look  on  things  with  an  indif- 
fiaent  eye^  and  judge  uprightly  about  them,  becaufe  w6 
have  the  courage,  the  patience,  the  prudence,  the  inno- 
cence, requifite  for  avowing  fuch  truths ;  then  furely  faith 
18  voluntary,  and  therefore  very  commendable. 

Whoever  indeed  will  confider  the  nature  of  man,  or 
will  confidt  obvious  experience,  fhall  find,  that  in  all  prac- 
tical matters,  our  mil,  or  appetite,  hath  a  mighty  influence 
upon  our  judgment  of  things ;  caufing  men  with  great  at* 
tendon  to  regard  that  which  they  affed,  and  carefully  to 
maik  all  reafons  making  for  it;  but  averting  from  that 
which  they  ^flike,  and  making  them  to  overlook  the  ar- 
gmnents  winch  perfuade  it;  whence  men  generally  do 
fuit  their  opinions  to  thdr  inclinations ;  warping  to  that 
fide  where  their  intereft  doth  lie,  or  to  which  their  com- 
plexion, their  humour,  their  paffions,  their  pleafure,  their 
eafe  doth  fway  them ;  fo  that  almoft  any  notion  will  feem 
true,  which  ia  profitable,  which  is  iafe,  winch  is  pleafant. 
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SERM.  or  anywife  griateful  to  them ;  that  notion  fidfe^  which  ni 

^^'      any  fuch  re(pe£l  doth  crofs  them :  very  few  can  abftitift  : 

their  minds  from  fuch  confiderations,  or  embrace  puie 

truth,  divefted  of  them;  and  thofe  few,  who  do  fo^  miift 

therein  mod  employ  their  will,  by  ftrong  efforts  of  volim- 

tary  refblution  and  patience  difengaging  their  minds  from 

— Ckcile      thofe  clogs  and  biaifes.    This  b  particularly  notorious  m 

prefant   ^"^^"'^  adherence  to  parties,  divided  in  opinion,  which  b  lb 

Credimuf*  regulated  by  that  fort  of  caufes,  that  if  you  do  mark  what 

any  man's  temper  is,  and  where  his  intereft  lieth,  yoamay 

eaiily  prognofticate  on  what  fide  he  will  be,  and  with 

what  degree  of  ferioufnefs,  of  vigour,  of  zeal  he  will 

cleave  thereto  :  a  timorous  man  you  may  be  almoft  fiire 

will  be  on  the  fafer  fide;  a  covetous  man  will  bend  to  that 

party,  where  gain  is  to  be  had ;  an  ambitious  man  will 

clofe  with  the  opinion  pafiSng  in  court;  a  carelels  man 

will  comply  with  the  fafliion ;  afie&ion  arifing  frcMn  edu- 

•cation  or  prejudice  will  hold  others  ftiff ;  few  do  follow 

the  refults  of  impartial  contemplation. 

All  faith  therefore,  even  in  common  things,  may  be 
deemed  voluntary,  no  lefs  than  intelle&ual ;  and  Chriflian 
£uth  IS  efpecially  fuch,  as  requiring  thereto  more  applica- 
tion of  foul,  managed  by  choice,  than  any  other;  whence 
the  ancients,  in  their  defcription  df  it,  do  ufually  include 
this  condition,  fuppofing  it  not  to  be  a  bare  affent  of  the 
underfianding,  but  a  free  confent  of  the  will:  °  Faith^  (kith 
Clemens  Alexandrinus,  is  a  Jponianeous  acceptance,  and 
compliance  with  divine  religion ;  and.  To  be  made  at  fitfi 
was  not  in  our  power ;  but  God  perfuadeth  us  to  foUow 
thofe  things^  which  he  liketh,  choofing  by  the  rational  facul^ 
ties,  which  he  hath  given  us,  and/a  leadeth  us  to  faith; 
fdith  Jufiin  the  Martyr. 
The  fame  is  fuppofed  in  holy  Scripture ;  where  of  be* 

p.  a65. 

Tj  /Uf  it^9  yttU^t  i)^  nftXrt^  h,  r«  Ik  |SmmX»I^«4  mIt  ^IXm  mvrtf  mlfmm 
J^f/l,  Mart,  Jpoi,  ii.  (p.  58.)  . 
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lievers.  it  is  faid,  thsLt  they  did  aa-fjLim;,  gladly,  or  y^ill-  SERM. 
iof^j' receive  the  inord,  and  they  received  it  fAttoi  yggi^g       ^^' 
^pduyJflV,  with  all  willingnefsy  or  readinefs  of  mind.  Aas  ii.  41. 

And  to  defe£t  of  will  infidelity  is  often  afcribed:  K*^"*"' 
will  not  come  unto  me,  faith  our  Saviour,  that  ye  might  John  v.  40. 
have  Ufe  ;  and,  How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  chil*  Luke  xiii. 
ireu  together  as  a  hen  doth  gather  her  brood  under  her 
Mmg$^  and  ye  would  not !  and.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  Matt  »ii. 
Wte  unto  a  certain  king,  which  made  a  marriage  for  his  ' 
yon,  and  fent  forth  his  fervants  to  call  them  that  were  hid" 
iem  to  the  wedding,  and  they  would  not  come :  and,  Of  thisj^  Pet*  iii.  5. 
liuth  St.  Peter  of  fome  profane  infidels,  they  are  willingly 
ignorani,  thai  by  the  word  of  God  the  heavens  were  of  old : 
and  of  the  like  St.  Paul  faith.  That  they  received  not  the ^Thtff.  ii. 
leve  of  the  truth,  but  had  pleafure  in  unrighteoufnefs.  ^*  '^' 

Indeed  to  prevent  this  excepdon,  that  faith  is  a  forced'Awifur,  f 
iA,  and  therefore  not  moral ;  or  to  render  it  more  volun-  j^^Zt^,     ' 
tary  and  worthy,  God  hath  not  done  all. that  he  might ^^''*^'''«* 
have  done  to  convince  men,  or  to  wring  belief  from  them :  268.)  // 
he  hath  not  fiamped  on  his  truth  that  glaring  evidence,  ^^'*^  (P- 
which  might. dkzzle  our  minds;  he  doth  not  propofe  it 
aimed  with  irrefiftible  cogency ;  he  hath  not  made  the  ob- 
jeAs  of  faith  confpicuous  to  fenfe,  nor  the  propofitions 
tbeteof  demonfirable  by  reafon,  like  theorems  of  geo- 
metry :  this  indeed  would  be  to  depofe  faith,  to  divcft  it 
of  its  excellency,  and  bereave.it  of  its  praife ;  this  were  to 
dqirive  us  of  that  blejfednefs,  which  is  adjudged  to  thofe,  John  u. 
who  believe  and  do  not  fee ;  this  would  profiitute  wifdom  ^^* 
to  be  defloured  by  the  foolifh,  and  expofe  truth  to  be 
rifled  by  the  profane ;  this  would  take  from  our  reafon  its 
nobleft  exercife,  and  faired  occaiion  of  improvement ;  this 
would  confound  perfons  fit.to  be  diilinguifhed,  the  faga- 
cious  and  the  ftupid,  the  diligent  tod  the  ilothful,  the  in- 
genuous and  the  froward,.the  fober  and^the  vain,  the  pious 
and  the  profane;  the  children  of  wifdom,  which  are  apt  to  Mart.  xi.  jo. 
juflify  it,  and  the  fons  of  folly,  who  hate  knowledge;  the^°^*  *•  ^'' 
friends  of  truth  aod  virtue,  and  the  lovers  of  falfehood  and  3  Thefr.  ii. 
unrighteoulhefs.     '*"'"'  *'• 

God  therefore  hath  exhibited  his  truth,  (hining  through 


fia  O/tHaitk. 

SERH.  finne  mifts  pf  difficulty  and  doubt,  that  only  thole 
H.      have  clear  eyea,  who  do  look  attenttvelyi  who 

to  fee,  may  difcem  it ;  that  thofe  who  have  tyes  may 

M»tt.  xl.     Btid  tko/e  who  have  ears  may  hear.     He  meaneth  thiar  way 

Mkl  xlli.  of  difcovering  his  mind  for  a  tefl  to  prove  oar  ingenuiqrv 

J^  ai«»  *°''  *  fi'l*^  t<*  exercife  our  induftry,  for  an  occalion  to  e»- 

Chnf.  m     prefs  his  goodnefs  in  crowning  the  wifdom  and  nrtue  of 

iP^^^^'i.good  beJievera;  that  ike  trial  of  your  faith,  bkh  St 

ituet  i.  3.  Peter,  long  much  more  precious  than  of  gold  that  peryk' 

eth,  though  H  be  tried  with  fire,  might  be  found  unto  prtifk 

and  honour  and  glory  at  the  appearing  of  Jefiu  Chrj/lt 

whom  having  not  feen,  ye  love;  in  whom,  though  yeji» 

him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  wypeakable  ami 

full  of  glory.    He  meaneth  alio  thence  to  difplay  hia  jn& 

tice  in  punishing  the  (lothful,  the  vain,  the  perrerii^  ths 

1  ThefC  ii.  proiknc }   that,  as    the  Apoftle  laith,  all  mm  might  ht 

**'  judged,  who  believed  not  the  truth — but  had  plea/ure  w  lai' 

Min.  zTiii.  righleoufnefs ;  hence.  There  mu/i  of  nec^ty  be  fcandab, 

l.jj]^„ll,,,fBidour  Saviour;  hence  our  Lord  vrufetfar  a  mark  la. It 

"■31.        .contradiited,  that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts  might  be  n* 

19.    *    '    vealed;  and,  There  mu/l  be  Aere^,  futh  St.iPaul;  wfay^? 

(I  John  i>.  ^^^  f^  which  are  approved^  (ol  S^xifui,  peifons  that  can 

bear  the  tell)  may  be  numifefted. 
Pf.  Uzviii.      God  dealeth  with  us  as  he  did  with  his  ancient  people. 
*^'  "'*      He,  to  afliire  them  of  his  gracious  prote&ion  and  pnm- 
dence  over  them,  or  to  perfuade  them  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  byMofes  taught  them,  did  before  their  eyes  per- 
form ^pendouB  works   in  thur  behalf,  affording  them 
miraculous  deliverances  from  their  enemies,  and  prodigi- 
OUB  fupplies  of  thdr  needs ;  the  fight  of  which  did  extort 
Pf.cii.i3.  a  temporary  belief ;   Then,  it  i*   fiud,  they  believed  hit 
K«)d.iiT,  t(,jrd,,  and  fang  his  praife;  and,  When  Ifivelfaw  that 
great  work  which  the  Lord  did  upon  the  Egyptians,  Iht 
people  feared  the  Lord,  and  believed  the  Lord,  and  hisfer- 
vant  Mofes.    Yet  withal  God  fuffered  divers  things  to  fiiU 
Drat.  IT.    out,  to  humble  them,  as  it  is  fud,  and  to  prove  them,  toti 
vr!  is!'  "*  '°  hnow  what  was  in  their  heart,  whether  they  would  keep 
his  commandments,  or  no :  the  refult  of  which  difpenfa- 
tions  was,  that  they  bung  inconfiderate,  impatient,  and 
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fiadory,  beUeved  not  in  God,  and  trufted  not  in  his  faU-  SERM. 
Bti«it ;  they  defpifed  that  pkafant  land,  and  gave  no  ere*      ^^' 
nicv  to  his  word :  fo  God  dealt  with  that  typical  people ;  Pf.  Uzviii. 
ad  in  Uke  manner  doth  he  proceed  with  us :  he  hath  mi-  ^^' ^^'  ^^ 
■Aeied  figpial  atteftationa  to  the  Gofpel ;  he  hath  difpenfed  Pf.  cvj.  94. 
ii]g;iiment8  abundantly  fufiicient  to  convince  well  difpofed  D^ut/f.  aa! 
annds  of  its  truth ;  but  he  hath  not  cleared  it  from  all 
biqdesy  which  may  difiurb  the  froward  or  the  delicate ; 
be  faath  not  exempted  it  from  all  fcandals,  which  may  dif- 
guft  the  perverfe  and  ftubbom ;  he  hath  not  prevented  all 
Boeptions  or  cavilB  devifable  by  curious  or  captious  wits 
^inft  it ;  he  hath  not  guarded  it  wholly  from  the  mali* 
doiu  oppofition  of  thofe,  whofe  intereft  it  might  feem,  in 
hwour  of  their  vices  and  follies,  to  impugn  it :  juft  it  was, 
that  to  (uch  the  Gofpel  fhould  be  ajione  ofjlumbling,  andi  Pet.  ti.  7, 
t  fMSJb  of  offence;  who  Jiumble  at  the  word,  being  difobe^^* 
iimip  tmio  which  they  were  appointed,  (that  is,  God  having 
b  poipofidy  ordered  the  evangelical  difpenfation,  that 
hch  perfons  fiiould  not  approve  it,  or  comply  with  it;) 
joft  it  was,  that  they  fhould  be  debarred  from  a  know* 
bdge  of  that  truth,  which  they  (hould  abufe,  and  detain  in  Rom.  i.  is, 
umighieoufnefs ;  juft  it  was,  that  they  fhould  be  pimifhed^^' 
with  llich  temptations  unto  doubt  and  error,  who  would  ^T^^cfCW. 
not  receive  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they  might  bejaved.       ^    * 

Indeed,  more  abundant  light  of  convi£kion,  as  it  would 
deprive  good  men  of  much  praife  and  reward,  fo  it  might 
be  hurtful  to  many  perfons ;  who  having  affedions  indif- 
pofed  to  comply  with  truth,  would  outface  and  outbrave 
it,  however  clear  and  evident ;  they  would,  as  Job  fpeak-  Job.  zxiv. 
eth,  rebel  againfi  the  light,  although  fhining  on  them  with  ^^' 
a  meridian  fplendor ;  they  would  plunge  themfelves  into 
an  inexcufable  and  incorrigible  (late  of  impiety,  doing  Hch.  j.^g. 
i^Ue  to  the  Spirit  of  grace,  and  involving  themfelves  in  JJ*"  3*"' 
the  unpardonable  ^ ;  as  we  have  many  inftances  in  the  i^;^^. 
etangelical  hiftory  of  thofe,  who  beholding  imqueftionable  Luke^xiii. 
evidences  of  divine  power  attefiing  to  our  Lord's  do£trine,  ^7' 
which  they  could  not  but  acknowledge,  did  yet  oppofe  it,  xii.  37.'ix. 
did  blafpheme  againft  it,  did  outrageoufly  perfecute  it.       ^^'  . 

Should  God,  as  he  once  did  in  a  dreadful  manner. 
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S  BRH.  thunder  out  his  laws,  and  ^fiiake  the  earth  with  his  veieet 
II-       yet  many  would  little  regard  them ;  Oiould  God,  in  con- 

Heb.  «il.    finnation  of  his  will,  perform  every  day  at  many  nuracletj 

II,  M.  as  he  did  once  in  I^ypt,  yet  there  would  be  Phatw^s 
hardening  their  hearts  againd  it ;  fliould  God  bimlelf  de-r 
fcend  from  heaven,  as  once  he  did,  and  converfe  with  ua^ 
inftniAing  us  by  difcourfe  and  pradice,  difplaying  among 
U9  confpicuouB  evidences  of  his  power  and  goodnefa,  yet 

John  lii.    who  would  believe  his  report,  to  whom  would  the  arm  of 

KoQi.i.is.Me  Lord  he  revealed?  how  few  cordially  would  embrtce 
hie  do^rine,  or  Tubmit  to  his  law  1  As  it  was  then^  fo  it 
would  be  now;  he  would  be  hated,  be  fcomed,  be  af*. 
fronted,  and  abufed,  by  perfons  qualified  with  like  afiec- 
Uons,  as  thofe  were,  who  fo  then  did  (erve  him ;  for  in 
all  times  like  perfons  will  do  like  things :  as  then  onl^. 

SiAiai.il.hisJheep  (that  is,  well  difpofed  perfons,  like  {heep,  fijnpl^ 
hannlefs,  and  ductile)  did  hear  his  voice,  and  follow  him  i 

Jahiii.a6.fa  others  would  not  believe  him,  hecaufe  they  were  not  ^ 
his  ^eftp„being  imbued  with  fwinifli,  curriih,  wolvifh  dif- 
podtions,  incapacitating  them  to  follow  hie  condu£t:  fhcra' 

Aa>xiij.4i.  would  be  perfons  like  to  thofe,  of  whom  it  is  faid,  Se- 
hold,ye  fcoTTters,  and  wonder,  arid  peri/hi  for  I  work  a  work 
in  your  days,  a  work  which  youjkall  no  wife  believe,  though 
a  man  declare  it  unto  you. 

(It  is  with  inlHtuted  reli^on  as  it  is  with  natural;  the 
works  of  nature  are  fo  many  continual  miracles  of  divine 
power  and  wildom;  in  the  common  track  of  Providence 
many  wonderful  thinga  do  occur ;  yet  who  by  tfaem  is 
moved  to  acknowledge  and  adore  God  ?  nolwithflanding 
them,  how  many  AtheiUs  and  Epicureans  are  there  !  So 
will  it  be  in  regard  to  divine  revelations,  which  however 
clearly  attefled,  wilt  yet  be  quellioned.) 

"  Thofe  indeed  whom  fufiicient  reafons  (fuch  ae  God  hath 
difpenfed  to  us)  will  not  convince,  upon  them  the  greateA. 
motives  would  have  fmall  efficacy;   fo  father  Abraham 

Luke  K*l.    told  the  rich  man ;  If  tliey  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  pn- 

(John.  T. 

•  r™pfl,  jjpJn  ttyii/trnf  «<(>  fi  "in  nfji,  nftiUn  iHr  IpOw.     Cbjf.  i» 
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pkeis,  neither  will  they  be  perfuadedy  though  one  rofe  from  SERM. 
the  dead.  JJ- 

They  may  pretend^  if  they  had  more  light,  they  would 
be  perfuaded;   like  thofe  who  faid.  Let  him  now  come  Matt 
doumfrom  the  crofsy  and  we  will  believe;  but  it  would  not**^"'  *^' 
in  e£G^  prove  fo,  for  they  would  yet  be  devifing  fliifts, 
and  fbr;png  exceptions ;  or,  however,  they  would  oppofe 
an  impudent  face,  and  an  obftinate  will  againfl  the  truth. 

Wherefore  it  was  for  the  common  good,  and  to  Divine 
wifibm  it  appeared  fufficient,  that  upon  the  balance  truth 
fliould  much  outweigh  falfehood,  if  the  fcales  were  held 
in  an  even  hand^  and  no  prejudices  were  thrown  in  againft 
it;  that  it  Ihould  be  confpicuous  enough  to  eyes,  which 
do  not  avert  themfdves  from  it,  or  wink  on  purpofe,  orA6Uzxviii. 
be  clouded  with  luft  and  paflion ;  it  was  enough  that  in-  ^^' 
fidelity  is  juftly  chargeable  on  men's  wilful  pravity ;  and 
that  wfifofftv  i%  l^wi,  they  have  noty  as  our  Saviour  faith,  John  zv. 
mq  reqfonable  excufe  for  it.  ^^* 

But  £0  much  for  the  caufes  and  adjun£k8  of  faith*;  the 
efieSs  and  confequences  of  it  I  referve  for  another  oc- 
Grfon. 


VOL.  IV. 


31  TBeliette,  &c. 


SERMON   III. 


OF  THE  VIRTUE  AND  REASONABLENESS  OF 
FAITH, 


■    '    to  them  thai  have  oltained  like  precious  faith  with  us. 

SERM,  {jp  all  Chriftian  virtues,  as  there  is  none  more  approved 
'  and  digniJied  by  God,  fo  there  is  none  lefs  confideied  or 
valued  by  men,  than  iaith ;  the  adverfaries  of  our  religion 
have  always  had  a  fpecial  pique  at  it ;  wondering  that  it 
fliould  be  commanded,  as  if  it  were  an  arbitrary  thing,  or 
in  our  choice  to  believe  what  we  pleafe ;  why  it  (hould  be 
commended,  as  if  it  were  praifeworthy  to  be  Tubdued  by 
rcafon ;  either  by  that  which  is  too  ftrong  for  us  to  refift, 
or  by  that  which  is  too  weak  to  conquer  us. 

But  that  futh  worthily  deferveth  the  prufes  and  privi- 
leges alligned  thereto,  we  may  be  fatisfied,  if  we  do  well 
conlider  its  nature  and  ingredients,  its  caufes  and  rife,  its 
cffeAs  and  confequences. 

In  its  nature  it  doth  involve  knowledge,  or  the  poflef- 
lion  of  truth,  which  is  tlie  natural  food,  the  properwealth, 
the  fpecial  ornament  of  our  foul ;  knowledge  of  truths 
motl  worthy  of  us,  and  important  to  us,  as  converfing 
about  the  highell  obje6:s,  and  conducing  to  the  noblcA 
ufe;  knowledge  peculiar  and  not  olherwife  attainable,  as 
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lying  without  the  fphere  of  our  fenfe,  and  beyond  the  SERM. 
reach  of  our  reafon;    knowledge  conveyed  to  ue  with      m* 
great  evidence  and  aflurance;    the  greateft  indeed  that 
well  can  be,  coniidering  the  nature  of  its  objefisy  and  the 
general  capacities  of  men,  and  the  mod  proper  way  of 
working  upon  reafonable  natures. 

It  implieth  (that  which  giveth  to  every  virtue  its  form 
and  worth)  a  good  ufe  of  our  reafon,  in  carefully  weigh- 
ing and  uprightly  judging  about  things  of  greateft  con- 
cernment to  us ;  it  implieth  a  clofing  with  God's  provi- 
dence difpenfing  opportimities,  and  reprefenting  motives 
fering  to  b^et  it ;  a  compliance  with  God's  grace  at- 
trading  and  inclining  our  fouls  to  embrace  his  heavenly- 
truth  :  it  implielh  alfo  good  opinions  of  God,  and  good 
afieSions  toward  him,  which  are  requifite  to  the  believ- 
mg  (upon  his  teftimony,  promife,  or  command)  points 
very  fublime^  very  difficuh,  very  crofs  to  our  fancy  and 
humour. 

The  cauies  alfo,  which  concur  in  its  production,  are 
very  excellent ;  many  virtuous  difpofitions  of  foul  arc  re- 
quifite  to  the  conception  and  birth  of  it :  there  muft  be  a 
fober^  compofed,  and  wakeful  mind,  inquifitive  after  truth, 
apt  to  obferve  it  ftarting,  and  ready  to  lay  hold  on  it : 
there  muft  be  diligence  and  induftry  in  attending  to  the 
propoials,  and  confidering  the  enforcements  of  it :  there 
muft  be  fincerity  and  foundnefs  of  judgment,  in  avowing 
its  caufe,  againft  the  exceptions  raifed  againft  it  by  pre- 
judice and  carnal  conceit,  by  fenfual  appetites  and  paf- 
fions,  by  temptation  and  worldly  intereft :  there  muft  be 
great  humility,  difpofitig  us  to  a  fubmiflion  of  our  under- 
fianding,  and  a  refignation  of  our  will  unto  God,  in  admit- 
ting notions  which  debafe  haughty  conceit,  in  efpouiing 
duties  which  reprefs  fturdy  humour :  there  muft  be  much 
itfolntion  and  courage,  in  undertaking  things  very  difficult, 
hazardous^  and  painful ;  much  patience,  in  adhering  to  a 
profeffion,  which  exa£teth  fo  much  pain,  and  expofeth  to 
fo  much  trouble :  there  muft  be  great  prudence,  in  apply- 
ing our  choice  (among  fo  many  competitions  and  pre- 
tences claiming  it)  to  that  which  is  only  good ;  in  feeing 
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S-ERM.  through  faliaciotu  di^uiles,  and  looking  over  prefent  «ptL 
II'-  pearances,  fo  sb  to  defcry  the  juft  worth,  and  the  fiML 
confequence  of  things :  there  mufl,  in  fine,  be  a  lovo  df 
truth,  and  a  liking  of  all  virtue,  which  is  ib  highly  coovt 
mended,  and  To  ftri£Uy  prefcribed  by  the  ChrifUan  JnJ 
trine.  ■* 

TJi^  particulars,  conunending  faith  to  ui,  I  bare  al-f 
ready  largely  profecuted ;  I  (hall  only  therefore  now  isSt^ 
upon  the  laA  head,  concerning  iu  eSe&s,  whereby  (as  tbau 
goodneb  of  a  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits)  the  great  e»oei)C 
kncy  diereof  will  appear.  * 

Its  eSe£ts  are  of  two.  Jbrts;  one  Iprii^ing  natmally^ 
from  it,  the  other  following  it  la  way  of  recompeo&K 
from  Divine  bounty :  I  fliall  only  touch  the  firft  fort}  bv^ 
catife  in  this  its  virtue  is  mod  ieen,  as  in  the  other  iti  to*'. 
licity. 

faith  is  naturally  efficacious  in  producing  many  raiar  - 
fruits  J  naturally,  I  fay,  not  meaning  to  exclude  fi^iema- 
tural  grace,  but  luppofing  £uth  to  be  a  fit  inftromeot 
thereof;  for  God  workeih  in  la  to  tu'tU,  and  to  do,  but  iiv 
a  way  fuitable  to  our  nature,  employing  fuch  means  at- 
properly  fisrve  to  incline  and  excite  us  unto  good  pra&icef 
(Ada  li.  and  fuch  is  &ith,  fupported  and  wielded  by  his  grace ;  far 
»*•>  indeed 

Even  in  common  life  blth  is  the  compafs  by  wluck' 
men  fleer  their  practice,  and  the  main  fpring  of  aAioa,' 
fetting  all  the  wheels  of  our  activity  on  going;  every  mxa! 
a3eth  with  ferioua  intenUon,  and  with  vigour  anfweraUe 
to  his  perfuafion  of  things,  that  they  are  worthy  hU 
pains,  and  attainable  by  his  endeaVoun.  What  movcth 
the  huA>andman  to  employ  fo  much  care,  toil,  and  e»- 
peoce  in  manuring  his  ground,  in  plowing,  in  fowing,  in. 
weeding,  in  fencing  it,  but  a  perfualion  that  he  fliall  reap 
a  crop,  which  in  benefit  will  anfwer  all !  What  (lirreth  up 
the  merchant  to  undertake  tedious  voyages  over  vaft  and 
dangerous  feas,  adventuring  his  llock,  abwidonit^  hia 
eafe,  exposing  his  life  to  the  waves,  to  rocks  and  Ihdves, 
to  3onns  and  hurricanes,  to  cnnA  pirates,  to  fweltry  beata 
and_pierdng  oeids,  but  a  perfuafion,  that  wealth  is  a  very 
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^0.  wacki  ^J^^  \z  isizi^  -_^  .tor.  ill  i.::v^  i*n-  .*' 

''tti  «§  froifi  £!  i-  D»d  wr  ^rJy  belir.*  :S^  !^:*.:-\'  ;«'^^ 

■*■!,  wkh  the  rcfolts  of  i:.  iKai  Jone  wouVI  >?  jin  r! 

fcScal  bodi  fpar  and  curb  lo  u? :  for  \\bv>  Ss^l**'^***^  ih^t 

b  fiml  then  (hill  be  Lud  hirr«  thai  his  inuiof^  ihor^b^^ 

tad  fecretcft  parpo&s  (hall  be  dilololcil  unto  the  \  W^w  of 

an  the  worid,  will  prefume  to  harbour  in  his  brtAt)  any 

foul  thought  or  hafe  defign  ?  who  l>eticvin^  th^l  \\t  \\\a\\ 

tbea  be  obliged  to  render  nn  account  of  ri*rry  iMe  n  .'•i/« 

will  dare  to  utter  ^-illanous  bla1phoniie!i«  wickinl  cuifr^. 

fond  oaths,  profane  jefts,   vile  llamlerM  or  driraiHioiiH, 

har(h  oenfares,  or  bitter  reproaches?  who  being  iierluailt^d 
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SERM.  that  a  rigorous  amends  will  then  be  exacted  from  biin  fttf 
^^I«      any  wrong  he  doeth,  will  not  be  afraid  with  violence  to 
"  opprefs,  or  with  fraud  to  circumvent  his  neighbour?  who 

deeming  himfelf  accountable  then  for  every  talent  and  op* 
portunity,  will  find  in  his  heart  to  fquander  away  or  mif- 
employ  his  time,  his  power,  his  wealth,  his 'credit,  his 
wit,  his  knowledge,  his  advantages  in  any  kind  of  doing 
God  fer\'ice  ?  who  knowing  himfelf  obnoxious  to  a  fud- 
dcn  trial,  whereat  his  eftate,  his  reputation,  his  life,  all 
liis  intereft  and  welfare  mud  lie  at  (lake,  will  contentedly 
lofe  his  mind  in  wanton  fports  t)r  wild  frolics  ?-  In  fine, 
if  wc  are  really  perfuaded,  that  prefently  after  this  ihort 
and  tranfitory  life,  we  (hall  openly,  in  the  face  of  God^ 
angels,  and  men,  be  arraigned  at  an  impartial  bar,  where 
all  our  thoughts,  our  words,  our  actions  (hall  mod  exa&ly 
be  iifted  and  fcanned ;  according  to  which  cognizance  a 
juft  doom  (hall  be  pronounced,  and  certainly  executed 
upon  us;  how  mud  this  needs  engage  us  to  be  very  fober 
and  ferious,  very  circumfpeft  and  vigilant  over  our  mind, 
our  tongue,  our  dealings,  our  converfation,  our  whole 
life  ! 

Again,  If  a  man  firmly  believeth,  that  by  a  pious  courfe 
of  life,  he  (hall  gain  the  prefent  favour  and  friendfhip  of 
the  Almighty,  with  all  the  real  goods  whereof  he  is  ca- 
pable ;  and  that  hereafter  he  (hall  be  rewarded  for  it  with 
an  eternal  life  in  perfect  refl,  in  glory,  in  joy,  in  beatitude 
1  Pet.  i.  4.  unfpeakable ;  that  he  (hall  obtain  an  incorruptible  inherit^ 
gj,.  ance,  a  treafure  that  can  never  faily  a  crown  that  will  not 

\^^'^.\^'fade,a  kingdom  that  cannot  he^fhaken;  wherein  he  (hall 
38.  enjoy  the  blifsfiil  viGon  of  God,  fmiling  in  love  upon  him; 

the  prefence  of  his  gracious  Redeemer,  embracing  him 
with  dear  afie£iion ;  the  moft  delightful  fociety  of  blefled. 
1  Cot.  ii.  9.  angels,  and  jufljpirits  made  perfe6l ;  a  ftate  of  felicity,-, 
furpafling  all  words  to  exprefs  it,  all  thoughts  to  conceive 
it;  of  which  the  brighteft  fplendors,  and  the  choiceft 
pleafures  here  can  yield  but  a  faint  refemblance ;  how 
can  he  forbear  eameilly  to  embrace  and  purfue  fuch  a 
courfe  of  prafiice  !  what  zeal  mufl  fuch  a  perfuafion  in- 
fpire ;  what  vigour  muft  it  roufe  within  him  !  who  upon. 
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any  terms  would  forfeit  the  hopes  of  fuch  a  happinefs?  SERM. 
who  would  not  be  glad  to  undertake  any  pains^  or  endure      III. 

any  hardfhips  for  it  ?  """^ 

And  who  likewife  heartily  is  perfuaded,  that  by  vicious 
converKation  he  (hall  incur  the  wrath  of  Almighty  God^ 
and  fiand  obnoxious  to  the  ftrokes  of  his  fevere  jufiice ; 
that  peififting  therein  he  infallibly  muft  drop  into  the  hot*  Mitt.  zTiii. 
tomlefs  pity  into  that  utter  darluiefs,  that  iumace  of  fire  ^^' 
unquenchable,  that  lake  of  flaming  brimftone ;  where  is  9  Pet.  H.  4. 
weefHng  and  gnaihmg  of  teeth,  where  the  immortal  worm  h^^m  ^3 ' 
ihali  gnaw  on  his  heart,  and  he  muft  feel  the  pangs  of  a  Matt.  vin. 
never-dying  death;  that  ftate  of  moft  bitter  remorfe,  of  l^  """*'"' 
tnoft  horrid  defpair,  of  moft  forlorn  difconfolatenefs,  of^trkix. 
continual  and  endlefs  torment ;  wherein  he  (hall  be  ba-  (ifa.  xzxiii. 
luflied  from  the  face  of  God,  dnd  by  immutable  deftiny  j^^^*^ 
barred  from  all  light,  all  eafe,  all  folacc;  from  any  glimpfe  Matt.ix.44! 
of  hope,  from  any  refpite  of  pdn;  the  wretchednefs  ofD^"i'J' 
wluch  condition  not  the  (harpeft  pain  of  body,  not  the  Everiafting 
forcft  angui(h  of  mind,  not  the  faddeft  diftrefs  here  can<iTh!^.i.9. 
anywUe  reach  or  reprefent;  whoever,  I  fay,  is  poffefled'^™'"',®- 
with  a  belief  of  thefe  things  confequent  on  a  wicked  life,         *^ 
will  he  not  thence  be  eife&ually  feared  from  it?  what 
bait  of  temptation  (hall  allure  him,  what  force  (hall  drive 
him  thereto  ?  will  he  for  a  flafh  of  pleafure,  for  a  puff  of 
bme,  for  a  lump  of  pelf ;  will  he  in  compliment  or  com- 
plaKance  to  others,  in  api(h  imitation  or  compliance  with 
a  Ca(hion,  out  of  mere  wantonnefs,  or  in  regard  to  fome 
petty  intereft ;  will  he  in  hope  of  any  worldly  good,  or 
iear  of  any  inconvenience  here,  fuifer  himfelf  to  be  caft 
into  that  difmal  ftate  ?  will  he  not  fooner  go  and  (hake  a 
lion  by  the  paw,  fooner  provoke  an  adder  to  bite  him, 
(boner  throw  himfelf  down  a  precipice,  or  leap  into  a 
caldron  of  burning  pitch  ?    Certiunly  in  reafon  to  believe 
fudi  things,  and  to  (in,  can  hardly  be  confiftent. 

Such  a  general  influence  is  faith,  looking  with  a  provi- 
dent eye  upon  future  rewards  and^Mifequences  of  things, 
apt  to  have  upon  our  practice  :^Re  which  collaterally 
taking  in  the  glorious  attributes  of  God,  the  gracious 
performances  of  our  Saviour,  the  beauty  and  fweetnefs  of 
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SERH.  each  divine  precept,  the  manifold  obligationa  and  encon- 
in.      ragetnents  to  duty,  the  whole  latitude  and  harmony  of 
evangehcal  truth,  all  tending  to  the  recoDunendation  of 
hollnefa,  what  efficacy  mud  it  needs  have  t  how  power- 
fully mull  it  incite  us  to  good  prance  1 
iyt^iu  <^v      We  are   told,  that   faith   doth  purify   our  foulif  anil 
f  hii.  i.  39.  cleanft  our  hearts ;  that  is,  our  whole  interior  man,  all  the 
*2^f^^    faculties  of  our  foul ;  difpoling  them  to  an  univerfal  obe- 
AAi  zv.  9.  dience  and  conformity  to  God's  holy  will ;  and  fo  it  it  i 
for  &ith  not  only  doth  clear  our  underftanding  from  its 
defers,  (blindnefs,  ignorance,  error,  doubt,)  but  it  cieanfeth 
our  wiU  from  its  vicious  inchnationi,  (from  flubboni,  fro> 
ward,  wanton,  giddy  humours;)  it  freeth  our  afle£tioiit 
from  diforder  and  diftemper,   in  tendency  toward  bad 
ohje&B,  tmd  in  purfuit  of  indifferent  things  with  immo* 
derate  violence;  it  purgeth  our  confcience,  or  reflexin 
powers,  from  anxious  fear,  fufpicion,  anguiHi,  dejeSionf 
defpur,  and  all  fuch  pafHons  which  corrode  and  iret  the 
foul:  how  it  efTefteth   this  we  might  declare;   but  we 
cannot  better  fet  forth  its  efRcacy  and  puillanoe,  than  by 
confidering  the  fpecial  and  immediate  influence  it  plainly 
hath  in  the  produ^on  of  each  virtue,  or  on  the  perfonn- 
9 1^.  i.  s.  ance  of  every  duty ;  Add  to  your  faith  virtue,  futh  St. 
,,,     '    '  Peter;  implying  the  natural  order  of  things,  and  that  if 
s  Tim.  ii."  true  faith  precede,  virtue  will  eafily  follow. 

The  chief  of  all  virtues,  piety,  (comprifing  the  love  of 
God,  fear  and  reverence  of  him,  confidence  in  him,  grati- 
tude for  his  favours  and  mercies,  devotion  toward  him,  a 
difpolitioD  to  worlhip  and  ferve  him,)  feemeth  according 
to  reafon  inevitably  confequent  from  it ;  for  can  we  be* 
lieve  God  fupeFexcellent  in  all  perficftion,  and  immensely 
benign  toward  ua;  can  we  be  perfuaded  that  in  free  good* 
nefs  he  did  create  us,  and  doth  continually  preferve  \u  in 
being ;  that  his  bounty  hath  conferred  on  us  all  our  en- 
dowments of  foul,  and  all  our  accommodations  of  life; 
that  he  hath  a  teu<h^defire  of  our  welfare,  from  wMdi 
even  our  mod  hdnoi^  offences  and  provocalions  cannot 
divert  him  ;  that  he  mofl  wonderfully  hath  provided  for 
our  happinefs ;  in  order  thereto,  when  we  had  rebelled 
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and  revolted  from  him,  fending  down  out  of  his  bofom,  SERM. 
ftoro  the  top  of  cddlial  glory  and  biifs^  his  only  dear      ^^- 
Son,  into  this  bofe  and  frail  ftate,  to  fuftain  the  infirmities 
(tf  our  natm«9  the  inconveniences  of  a  poor  life,  the  pains 
of  a  bitter  and  (hameful  death,  for  our  recovery  from  fin 
and  mifery;  that  with  infinite  patience  be  driveth  on  this   . 
gracious  defign,  continually  watching  over  us,  attracting 
OS  to  good,  and  reclaiming  us  from  evil  by  his  grace,  not«- 
wuhftandiiig  our  frequent  and  ftiff  relu^ncies  thereto; 
can,  I  iky,  we  heartily  believe  thefe  points,  and  not  love 
Urn  ?  Can  the  eye  of  faith  behold  fo  lovely  beauty,  lb  ra^ 
viflung  fweetnefs  in  him,  and  the  heart  not  be  afieCted  ? 
Can  we  apprehend  fo  many  miracles  of  nature,  of  provi- 
dence, of  grace  performed  by  him  for  our  fisdce,  and  not 
be  thankful  to  him?  Can  we  likewife  believe  God  infi- 
lutely  powerful,  infinitely  jufi,  infinitely  pure,  and  withal 
not  dread  him,  not  adore  him  ?  Can  we  believe  him  moft 
ftUe,  moft  willing,  moft  ready  to  do  us  good,  and  not 
confide  in  him  ?  or  can  we  take  him  to  be  moft  veracious, 
moft  fiuthful,  moft  conftant,  and  not  rely  on  his  promifes} 
Can  we  avow  him  to  be  our  Maker,  our  Patron,  our  Lord, 
oar  Judge,  and  not  deem  ourfelves  much  obliged,  much 
ccmcemed  to  ferve  him  ?  Can  we  believe,  that  God  in  our 
need  is  acceflSble,  that  he  calleth  and  inviteth  us  to  him, 
that  he  is  ev^  willing  and  ever  ready  to  hear  us,  that  ka 
is  by  promife  engaged  to  grant  us  whatever  we  do  with 
humble  fervency  and  conftancy  requeft;  yet  forbear  to 
pray,  or  eafily  defift  irom  it  ?  Do  we  believe  h'B  omnipre^ 
fence  and  omnifcience ;  that  he  is  with  us  wberevef  we 
go,  doth  know  all  we  think,  hear  all  we  lay,  fee  all  we 
do;  and  will  not  belief  engage  us  to  think  boneftly,  to 
fpeak  reverently,  to  aft  innocently  and  decently  before 
him?  Do  webdieve,  that  God's  commands  do  proceed 
firom  that  will,  to  which  reftitude  is  eflential ;  from  that 
wifdom,  which  infallibly  difcemeth  what  is  juft  and  fit ; 
from  that  goodnefs,  which  will  require  from  us  nothing 
but  what  is  beft  for  us ;  from  that  unqueftionable  and  un^ 
controllable  authority,  to  which  all  things  are  fubjeft,  and 
mnft  fubmit;  will  not  this  fufficiently  engage  us  to  obe« 
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&ERH.  dience?  Surely  the  real  belief  (fuch  as  we  have  about 
^^'      common  things,  apprehended  by  our  reafon  or  by  our 
(enfe)  of  any  fuch  divine  ad,  or  attribute,  cannot  faH  to 
ftrike  |nous  affedion,  and  pious  awe  into  us. 

After  piety,  the  next  great  virtue  is  ckarity,  the  which 

sTlm.l.ij.alfo  is  eafily  derived _/rom  a  pure  hearty  as  St.  Paul  fpeak- 
eth,  and  faith  unfeigned ;  it  reprefenting  peculiar  obliga- 
tions and  inducements  thereto,  from  the  mofl  peremptory 
commands  of  God,  from  the  fignat  recompenfes  annexed 
to  that  duty,  irom  the  Rn&.  relations  between  Chrifliana, 
from  the  ftupendous  patterns  of  charity  fet  before  us. 
Who  can  ndthhold  love  from  him,  whom  he  believeth 
his  brother,  in  a  way  far  nobler  than  that  of  nature,  fb 
confHtuted  by  God  himfelf,  the  common  Father,  by  fpi- 
ritual  regeneration,  and  adoption  of  grace ;  whom  he  be- 
lieveth bom  of  the  fame  heavenly  feed,  renewed  after  the 
fame  divine  image,  quickened  by  the  fame  Holy  Spirit ; 
united  to  him  not  only  in  blood,  but  in  foul ;  refembling 
him,  not  in  temper  of  body  or  lineaments  of  face,  but  in 
conformity  of  judgment  and  practice ;  partner  of  the  one 
inheritance,  and  delVinated  to  lead  a  life  with  him  through 
all  eternity,  in  peaceful  confortlhip  of  joy  and  blifa?  Who 
can  deny  him  love,  whom  he  believeth  out  of  the  fame 
miferable  cafe  by  the  fame  price  redeemed  into  the  fame 
^te  of  mercy )  for  whom  he  by  faith  vieweth  the  com- 
mon Saviour  divefting  himfelf  of  glory,  pinching  himfelf 
with  want,  wearying  himfelf  with  labour,  loaded  with 
contumelies,  groaning  under  pun,  weltering  in  blood, 
and  breathing  out  his  foul,  propounding  oil  this  as  an 
example  of  our  charity,  and  demanding  it  from  us  as  the 
moft  fpecial  inlUnce  of  our  grateful  obedience  to  him? 
What  greater  endearments  can  be  imagined,  what  more 
potent  incentives  of  love,  what  more  indiflpluble  bands 
of  friendfliip,  than  are  thefe?  Can  fuch  a  believer  forbear 
to  mih  his  naghbour  well,  to  have  complacence  in  his  ■ 
good,  to  fympathife  with  his  odverfities,  to  perform  all  of- 
fices of  kindnefs  to  him  )  Can  he  in  the  need  of  his  bro- 
thtTjhut  up  his  bowels  of  compqffion,  or  withhold  bis  haner 
from  relieving  him?  Can  a  man  know  that  God  require-  ad 
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this  pn&ice  as  the  nobleft  fruit  of  our  fiuth^  and  moft  ac-  SERM. 
ceptable  part  of  our  obedience^  which  he  hath  promifed  ^^^' 
to  crown  with  moft  ample  rewards ;  can  he  believe,  that 
God  will  recompenfe  his  labour  of  love  with  everlailing 
reft,  and  for  a  fmall  expence  of  prefent  goods  will  befiow 
immenfe  treafures  in  the  other  world,  and  yet  abftain  from 
charitable  beneficence?  Who  can  forbear  fowing,  that  be- 
Geveth  he  (hall  reap  fo  plentiful  a  crop ;  or  abftain  from 
dealing  in  that  heavenly  trade,  whereby  he  is  aflured  to 
be  fo  vaft  a  gainer  ? 

In  like  manner  is  faith  produ£live  of  meeknefsy  in  com* 
porting  with  injuries,  difcourtefies,  neglefts,  and  provoca- 
tions of  any  kind :  for  who  can  be  fiercely  angry,  who 
can  entertain  any  rancorous  grudge  or  diiplealiire  againft 
imn,  whom  he  believeth  his  brother,  and  that  upon  fo 
many  accounts  he  is  obliged  to  love  him  ?  Who  that  be- 
lieveth God  hath  pardoned  him  fo  much,  and  doth  con- 
tinually bear  fo  many  wrongs,  fo  many  indignities  from 
him,  will  not  in  confcience  and  gratitude  toward  God, 
and  in  compliance  with  fo  great  an  example,  bear  with 
the  infirmities  of  his  neighbour  ?  Who  can  look  upon  the 
pattern  of  his  Saviour,  patiently  enduring  fo  many  grievous 
aflronts,  without  a  difpofition  to  imitate  him,  and  to  do 
the  like  for  his  fake  ?  Who  that  taketh  himfelf  for  a  child 
of  God,  a  citizen  of  heaven,  an  heir  of  eternal  glory,  can 
be  fo  much  concerned  in  any  trivial  accident  here ;  can 
defign  to  have  his  paftion  ftirred  for  any  worldly  refpe^l  ^ 
as  if  his  honour  could  be  impaired,  or  his  intereft  fuflfer 
diminution  by  any  thing  faid  or  done  here  below. 

Agun,  Faith  is  the  mother  of  Jincerity,  that  compre- 
henfive   virtue,  which   feafoneth   all  other  virtues,   and 
keepeth  them  found :  for  it  affuring  us,  that  an  all-feeing 
eye  doth  view  our  heart,  doth  encompafs  our  paths,  is  pre-  pf.  czxziz. 
fent  ta  all  our  clofeft  retirements:  that  all  things  are  naked^  .  .    ,^ 

'  °  Heo.  !▼.  13. 

and  open  to  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  doy  how 
vain  muft  it  appear  to  us  anyw]&  to  diflemble,  or  prevari- 
cate, fpeaking  otherwife  than  4P  think,  afiing  otherwife 
«^)an  we  pretend,  feeming  otherwife  than  we  are;  concealing 
:  ^r  real  intents,  or  difguifing  them  under  maiks  of  deceit- 
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SERM.  fill  appearance!  If  we  bdieve  that  we  (hall  be  judged,  obi 
^^-  according  to  the  opinions  of  men  concerning  u^  or  our 
port  and  garb  in  this  world,  but  as  we  are  in  oarfetve% 
and  according  to  ftri&eft  truth;  that  in  the  clofe  of  thif^ 
we  fhall  be  fet  forth  in  our  right  colours  and  complexion^ 
all  vami(h  bdng  wiped  away;  that  all  our  tbov^hti^ 
words,  and  deeds  (hall  be  expofed  to  moft  public  cenfvre; 
that  hypocrify  will  be  a  fore  aggravation  of  our  fin,  and 
much  increafe  our  ihame ;  how  can  we  fatisfy  omiUvet 
otherwife  than  in  the  pure  integrity  of  our  heart,  and 
clear  uprightnefs  of  our  dealing  } 

likewife  the  admirable  virtue  of  humilUy,  or  Ibbriety 
of  mind,  doth  fprout  from  £uth ;  informing  ut,  that  w« 
have  nothing  of  our  own  to  boaft  of,  but  that  ail  the  good 
we  have,  we  can  do,  we  may  hope  for,  are  debts  we  owe 
to  God's  pure  bounty  and  mercy;  prompting  us  to  affiune 
nothing  to  ourfelves,  but  to  afcribe  all  the  honour  of  our 
endowments,  of  our  performances,  of  our  advantages  unto 
God;  keeping  us  in  continual  dependance  upon  God  for 
the  fuccours  of  his  providence  and  his  grace;  reprefenting 
to  us  our  natural  weaknefs,  vilenefs,  and  wretchednefs, 
together  with  the  adventitious  defeats  and  difadvantages 
from  our  wilful  mifbehaviour,  the  unworthinefs  of  our 
lives,  the  many  heinous  (ins  we  have  committed,  and  the 
grievous  punifhments  we  have  dcferved. 

He  who  by  the  light  of  faith  doth  fee,  that  he  came 
naked  into  the  world,  heir  to  nothing  but  the  fad  confe* 
quences  of  the  original  apoftafy;  that  he  is  a  worm, 
crawling  on  earth,  feeding  on  duft,  and  tending  to  corrup* 
tion ;  that  he  liveth  only  by  reprieve  from  that  fatal  fen- 
tence,  The  day  thaujinmfl  thoujhali  die;  that  he  was  a 
caitiff  wretch,  a  mere  Have  to  fin,  a  forlorn  captive  of  bell{ 
and  that  all  his  recovery  thenoe,  or  capacity  of  a  better 
ftate,  is  wholly  due  to  mercy;  that  he  fubfifteth  only -upon 
alms,  and  hath  nothing,  but  his  fins  and  miferies,  wMch 
he  may  call  his  own ;  h^hat  bdieveth  tbefe  things,  wiiat 
conceit  can  he  have  o4Rmfelf,  what  confidence  in  his 
own  worth,  what  complacency  in  his  eftate  ? 

Faith  alfo  doth  engage  to  the  virtue  of  temperance} 
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difcovering  not  only  the  duty,  but  the  neceflity  thereof,  seRM. 
m  rq^utl  toour  (late,  which  is  a  date  of  continual  exer-.    III. 
die  and  ftnfe;  wherefore  as  wreftlers  witli  many  ftrong  " 

advciiariesy  as  racers  for  a  noble  prize,  we  by  good  diet 
aod  conftant  labour  muft  keep  ourfelves  in  heart,  in  tem- 
peTy  in  bfcath  to  perform  thofe  combats;  according  to 
that  of  St.  Paul,  Every  man  that  ftriveth  for  the  majiery  i  Cor.  is. 
11  temperate  is  all  things.  ^^' 

Again,  Faith  is  produSive  of  ctmtetitednefs  in  our  fiate: 
ixi  how  ia  it  poffible  that  he,  who  is  fiilly  latisiied  that 
God  appointeth  his  ftation,  and  allotteth  his  portion  to 
Mcfa  one;  that  all  occurrences  depend  on  his  will,  and 
are  managed  by  his  providence,  fhould  take  any  thing 
imifs ;  as  if  it  could  hap  better,  than  as  infinite  goodnefs 
pietleth,  and  infinite  wi£iom  determineth  ?  How  can  he, 
that  believeth  God  moft  powerful  and  able,  moft  kind 
and  ^nlling,  ever  prefent  and  ready  to  help  him,  be  in  any 
cafe  Afeoofolate,  or  defpair  of  feafonable  relief?  What  can 
dtfeompofe  him,  who  knoweth  himfelf,  if  he  pleafeth,  im- 
moveably  happy;  that  his  bed  good  is  fecure  from  all 
attacks,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  any  misfortune;  that 
defiring  what  is  bed,  he  cannot  fail  of  his  defire;  that 
(lumfelf  excepted)  all  the  world  cannot  confiderably 
wrong  or  hurt  him  ? 

He  that  is  aflured,  thofe  precepts  (Be  careful  for  no-Matt.Ti.35. 
tting  ;  Cqft  all  your  burden  an  God  ;  Be  content  with  fuck  ^^\  ^^ 
iVmgs  as  ye  have)  were  not  ^vcn  to  mock  and  gull  us  ;  1  Tim.  vu 
that  thofe  declarations  and  promifes  {There  is  no  want  ^OHeb.xiii.  5. 
thm  that  fear  God;   No  good  thing  will  God  withhold^"^^^ ^''' 
from  them  that  walk  uprightly  ;  There Jhall  no  evil  happen  pfai.  xzzir. 
/o  thejufi;  The  defire  of  the  righteous  Jhall  he  granted  ^^^^1'^ ' 
All  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  who  love  Go^;qi.z.34. 
Seek  yefirji  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteoufnefs,  and^^^'  ''*"• 
aU  thefe  things  frail  he  added  unto  you)  were  ferioufly  Mau.TLsd, 
made,  and  will  furely  be  performed,  how  loofe  muft  his 
mind  be  from  all  folicitudc  and  anxiety !  how  fleady  a 
calm,  how  iweet  a  ferenity  will  that  faith  fpread  over  his 
foul,  in  regard  to  all  worldly  contingencies ! 

It  will  alfo  beget  a  cheerful  tranquillity  of  mind,  and 
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SERM.  peace  of  confdence,   in  regard  to  our  future  Hale;  that 

III-      which   St.  Paul  calleth   all  joy  and  peace  in  beUmmg; 

Rom.  XV.    which  the  ApolUe  to  the  Hebrews  termeth  the  confidaut 

J?'.    ...       andrejaictTigof  hope;oiv/\nc\\Sx.  Peter  faith,  Be/ieujnjTjjw 

ii.  14.        rejoice  with  joy  urjpeakable  and  full  of  glory  :  for  he  that 

1  Pet  i.  ■.  jg  perluaded  that  God  (in  whofe  dilpofal  his  fortune  and 

felicity  are)  is  reconciled  and  kindly  a9e£ted  toward  bim ; 

that  he  doth  concern  himfelf  in  defigtung  and  procuring 

his  lalvation;  that  to  purchafe  the  means  thereof  for  hhn, 

the  Son  of  God  purpofely  came  down,  and  fufiered  death| 

that  an  a£t  of  oblivion  is  pa(t,  and  a  full  remiilion  of  fina 

Bom.  viii.  exhibited  to  him,  if  he  will  embrace  it ;  that  now  therie  u 

C^'i\      f"}  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrifi  Jefas;  and  that, 

being  ji^ified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God;   that 

bleiling  is  his  portion,  and  that  an  eternal  heritage  of  joj 

is  referred  for  him,  what  eafe  mud  he  find  in  his  cod- 

fcience,  what  comfort  mufi  poflefs  bis  heart !  how  efiec- 

tually  will  that  of  the  Prophet  be  accompliflied  in  him, 

i(t,sni.a.Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeB  peace,  whofe  mind  isjiayed 

on  thee,  becavfe  he  tru/leth  in  thee .' 

Again,  It  is  faith  which  breedeth  the  courage,  and  up- 
holdeth  the  patience  requifite  to  fupport  us  in  our  fpiritdal 
courfe. 

It   doth   infpire   courage,  prompting   to  attempt  the 

bravell  enterpiifes,  difpofing  to  profecute  them  refolutely, 

and  enabling  happily  to  achieve  them :  for  he  that  be- . 

lieveth  himfelf  in  his  undertakings  backed  by  OmnipO- 

Phil.  ■T.is.tence,  and  that,  as  St.  Paul,  he  can  do  all  things  through 

Chri/l  firengthening  Mm,  what  ihould  he  fear  to  fet  upon, 

what  difficulty  Diould  keep  him  off,  what  hazard  (houlddlf- 

(Ptiil.  i.  98.  may  him  ?  he  tliat  knowetli  himfelf,  by  reafon  of  the  fuc- 

1  John  itr.  ^^^j  attending  him,  infinitely  to  overmatch  all  oppolitioD, 

whom  Ihould  be  not  dare  to  encounter  ?  May  he  not  well 

Pt«*ii,  i.iay  with  David;  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  myjatvation, 

"'"'•"*•     whom  Jhall  I  fear  P  the  Lord  is  the  Jlrength  of  my  life,  af 

whom  Jhall  I  be  afraid?  Let   all   the  world,  let  earth 

Chr7f.tom.^i>(l  hell  combine  to  invade  him,  how  can  that  mate  hb 

"■P-*'.-   fpirit,  if  he  believe  they  cannot  overthrow  him,  or  hurt 

1, 1.  him,  being  fecured  by  the  invincible  protection  of  him,  to 
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whofe  will  all  things  do  bow;  in  comparifon  to  whom  SERM. 
notlung  is  puiflant,  befide  wliom  nothing  is  really  formid-      ^^^  • 
iUe;  fedng  none  but  he  can  kiUy  none  can  touch   the  Matt.  z.se. 
Ibul? 

If  we  be  armed  with  the  fpiritual  panoply,  having  our 
head  covered  with  the  helmet  offolvation,  our  heart  guard-  Eph.  vi.  1 5. 
ed  with  the  hreaft-plate  of  righteoufnefsy  our  loins  girt  \^        '  ^' 
dent  with  truths  our  feet  Jhod  with  the  preparation  of  the^^^-  '"i* 
G^Jpel  ofpeacey  all  our  body  (heltered  by  the  impenetrable  a  cor.  yI.  7. 
jftMd  of  faith ;  and  wielding  in  our  hands  by  faith  the 
penetrani  two-edged  f word  of  the  Spirit ;  which  is  the  word  Heb.  iv.  19. 
of  God;  what  aflaults  may  we  not  fuAain,  what  foes  (hall 
we  not  eafily  repel  ? 

The  mod  redoubtable  enemy  we  have  is  our  own  flejhy  Gal.  t.  17. 
whichj  with  a  mighty  force  of  violent  appetites  and  impe-  ^3  "'  ^"' 
tuous  paffions,  is  ever  flruggling  with  our  reafoiyBMl  war-  ^P^^-  "•  ^i* 
ring  againft  our  foul ;  yet  it  fsdth  alone  daretn^  refift^  > 
and  is  able  to  quell ;  oppofing  to  the  prefent  delights  of 
tBnfe  the  hopes  of  future  joy,  quafliing  tranfitory  fatis- 
&ftions  by  the  fears  of  endlefs  torment. 

The  world  is  another  powerful  enemy ;  ever  driving,  by 
it3  corrupt  principles,  by  its  bad  examples,  by  its  naughty 
Miions,  by  its  menaces  of  perfecution,  damage,  and  dif- 
grace,  by  its  promifes  of  vain  honour,  bafe  profit,  and  foul 
pieafurCy  to  overthrow  and  undo  us ;  but  a  refolute  faith 
will  defeat  its  attempts;  for.  He,  faith  St.  John,  that  151  John y. 4. 
iom  of  God  J  overcometh  the  world;  and  this  is  the  vi6iory^Y,^Y^A^\  ^' 
^  ihai  overcometh  the  world,  even  our  faith :  the  faith  of  a  ^*0 
better  world  will  defend  us  irom  the  frowns  and  the 
flatteries  of  this ;  the  riches,  glories,  and  joys  of  heaven, 
thereby  prefented  to  our  minds,  will  fecure  us  from  being 
CDchanted  with  the  wealthy  fplendors,  and  pleafures  of 
etrth. 

Another  fierce  adverfary  is  the  curfed^;?£2;  who  ever, 
like  a  roaring  lion,  goeth  about  feeking  to  devour  us,  or  like  1  Pm.  v.  t. 
a  treacherous  fnake  lieth  in  wait  to  bite  us ;  raifing  panic 
fears  to  daunt  and  afliight  us;  laying  fubtle  trains  of' 
temptation  to  abufe  and  feduce  us :  but  him  by  reiiftance 
we  may  eafily  put  to  flighty  for^  Re/ijl  the  Devil,  faith  St.  Jam.  iv.  7. 

Eph.  iv.  37* 
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SE  R  M.  James,  and  Ite  will  fieti  from  you  ;  and  how  we  muft  refift 
"^-      him  St.  Peter  telleth  us,  Wftom  refijl  fteadfqfi  infmtkj 
1  Pet.  T.  9.  ^t^  S^-  PauI  alfo,  Above  all,  faith  he,  taking  the  Jkteld  af 
Eph.ii.  x^-jauk,  uherewith  ye  Jhall  be  able  to  quench  theJieTy  darts 
of  the  wicked  one:  if  we  hold  fonh  this  glittering  (hield,  it 
will  dazzle  his  light,  aiid  damp  his  courage;  being  not 
able  to  endure  its  luflre,  or  ftand  its  oppolition,  he  will  in- 
ilantly  retire ;  fearing  that  by  our  viftory  over  his  temp- 
tations (through  reliance  on  God's  help,  and  adherenoe 
to  his  truth)  our  reward  fhall  be  heightened,  and  his  tor- 
ment (the  torment  of  improfperous  en\y  and  baffled  ma- 
Uce)  be  increafed. 

Faith  alfo  will  arm  us  with  patience  to  endure  whatever 
events  {hall  be  difpenfcd  witli  alacrity  and  comfort ;  list- 
ening the  nioft  heavy  burdens  impofed  on  ui,  fweetening 
the  moflu^Halleful  occurrences  incident  to  us  :  for, 

He  xnio  is  perfuaded,  that  by  any  damage  here  ful^ 

taincd  for  confcience  toward  God,  he  Ihall  become  a  huge 

Milt,  xii'  gainer,  receiving,  as  the  Gofpel  promifeth,  an  hundred  JoUf 

Luke  iTJii.  '^"d  inkeiiliiig  eternal  life,  what  will  he  not  gladly  lofe  } 

Phi  ■■■  8  ^'^'  ''^  '"*^  willingly  put  forth  all  he  hath  in  this  moft 

Heb.  I.  at.  profitable  ufury?  will  he  not,  as  thofe  Hebrews  did>  takt 

joyfully  the  Jpoiling  of  kis  goods,  knowing  that  he  hath  in 

heaven  a  belter  and  an  enduring  fubjlance  f 

Miii.T.  11.     He  who  believetli,  that  in  regard  to  any  difgrace  call 

on  hjm  for  his  virtue,  he  ihall  be  honoured  by  God,  and 

crowned  with  heavenly  glory,  will  he  not  in  a  manner  be 

proud  and  ambitious  of  fuch  difgrace  ?  will  he  not,  as  the 

Afiiv.  4).  Apoftles  did,  rejoice,  that  he  is  counted  worthy  to  fujffir 

i^Pei.iv.   jJuimefortkenameofChryiP 

He  who  trufteth,  that  for  a  little  piuns  taken  in  God's 
Matt.v.  19.  fervice,  he  Oiall  receive  'ma\\ty  fnvSii*,  abundant  wages,  fai 
a".  *  *'  exceeding  the  merit  of  his  labour,  will  he  not  cheerfully 
1  Cor.iii.  8.  bear  any  toil  or  drudgery  therein  ? 

Kani.*iii.        He  who,  with  St.  Paul,  computeth,  that  the  light  afflic- 

'"'  tions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  are  not  uorthy  to  be 

compared  with  the  glories  that  Jhall  be  revealed  ;  and  that 

J  Cor.  IT.    thofe  light  momentany  a^fflictions  do  work  for  us  afar  mare 

exceeding  weight  of  glory  ;  will  they  not  indeed  be  tight 
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unto  him ;  will  he  not  feel  them  lying  on  him^  as  a  few  SERM. 
firaws  or  feathers  ?  ^^^* 

He  who  conceiveth  our  Lord's  word  true,  that  by  lo/ingMtLtt.  z. 
Ids  Ufi  hejkallfnd  it,  or  that  death  (hall  become  to  him  lu^^^;?** 
a  door  into  a  happy  immortality,  would  he  not  gladly  33. 
upon  fuch  terms  be  killed  all  (he  day  long,  and  be  always^^'  ^^^^'' 
dilivered  unio  death  for  Jefus  ?  a  Tim.  li. 

He  who  by  faith  is  aiTured,  that  any  difafters  befalling ,  petiv.is. 
Urn  are.  not  infliAions  of  wrath,  but  expreflte^  of  love^^<^*^>- 
toward  him,  by  God  in  kindnefs  difpenfed  as  trials  of  his  a  Cor.  it. 
hith  %  as  exercifes  of  his  virtue,  as  occaiions  of  his  acquir-  ^:.  .      x 
\s%  more  plentiful  rewards,  how  can  he  b6  difgufted  atRom.TUi. 
them,  or  difcompofed  by  them  ?  why  (hould  he  not  rather  ^*^,  i^^ 
accept  them  as  favours,  as  felicities,  with  a  thankful  andii* 
joyful  heart;  ^cminting  it^  as  St.  James  advifeth,  alljoy,j^g^^^^/24l 
Hfiefi  kefalleth  into  divers  temptations  ?  "»•  '®.' 

In  fine,  it  is  £uth  alone  which  can  plant  in  us  that  i  Pet.  i.  5. 
which  b  the  root  of  all  contentednefs  and  all  patience  5  a  ^a™'v^*ia. 
jnft  imfiflerence  and  unconcemednefs  about   all  things  i» Jam.  i.  9. 
here:  ^it  alone  can  untack  our  minds  and  affections  from?]„^jY^'^3^ 
tUs  world,  rearing  our  fouls  from  earth,  and  fixing  them*  Col. ui.  i. 
b  heaven ;  for  if  we  are  perfuadcd,  there  is  a  (late  of  life 
infinitely  more  defirable  than  the  bed  condition  here ;  if 
we  believe  there  are  things  att^nable  by  us,  incomparably 
better  than  any  which  this  world  affordeth  ;  in  refped  to 
which  all  thefe  glories  are  but  fmoke,  all  thefe  riches  are 
but  dirt,  all  thefe  delights  are  but  dreams,  all  thefe  bufi- 
ntfes  are  but  triflings,  all  thefe  fubftaiices  are  but  (hadows;  Omnia 
hew  in  our  minds  can  we  prize,  how  in  our  affections  can  j^jj^uj^'et 
we  cleave  unto  thefe  thinirs !  how  then  can  we  find  in  nihil  Ten. 
our  hearts  to  fpend  upon  them  more  care  or  psun  than  is  ^^.^  ' 
needfuU! 

He  that  taketh  himfelf  here  to  be  out  of  his  element, 'h  ^^m 
that  he  is  but  ajlranger  avdfojoumer  upon  earthy  that  hejj2J^'j|*JJ^ 
huh  here  no  abiding  city,  no  country,  no  houfe,  no  land,  ♦^C«»*  •^«* 
DO  treafure,  no  confiderable  intereft,  but  that  he  is  merely  ,^^.  ckrjf. 
wayfaring,  in  paHage  toward  his  true  home  and  heavenly  "■  ^'*'  **• 
conntry;  the  Jerufalem  above,  whereof  he  is  a  citizen, 
where  his  grand  concerns  do  lie^  where  he  hath  referved 
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S£RM,  for  him  immoveable  pofleflions  and  unvaJuable  treafures; 

III-     where  he  is  deligned  to  enjoy  mod  noble  privileges  and 

"         '     moft  iUuftrious  digniues  in  the  court  of  the  great  King; 

how  can  lie  have  his  heart  here  flicking  in  this  earthly 

G>1.  *i.  i4.clay,  entangled  with  the  petty  cares,  amufed  with  the 

'its^nr-  forry  entertmnments  of  this  life  ?  how  can  he  otherwife 

^"iV*"**'^"  with  St.  Paul  be  dead,  and  crucified  to  this  world  f 

rit.  Cinf,  how  can  he  withhold  his  mind  from  fearing  thither  in 

fant.v.  Or.  contemp^^n,  and  in  affedlion  dwelling  there,  whither  his 

delires  ana  hopes  do  all  tend,  where  his  joy  and  felicity 

arc  found,  where  the  great  obje£is  of  his  efleem  and  lovc 

do  reiide  ? 

But  you  will  perhaps  interpofe,  and  fay ;  Tbefe  are  in? 
deed  fine  fayings,  but  where  do  fuch  eETefU  appear  ?  who^ 
I  pray,  doth  pra£tife  according  to  thefe  notions  ?  where  la 
that  gallant  to  be  found,  who  doth  work  fo  great  ex- 
ploits ?  where  may  we  dlTcem  that  height  of  piety,  that 
tendemefs  of  charity,  that  meek  comportment  with  injuries 
and  affronts,  that  clear  fmcerity,  that  depth  of  humility, 
that  flriSnefs  of  temperance,  that  perfect  contentednefa, 
and  undiflurbed  calmnefs  of  mind,  that  lloutnefs  of  cou- 
rage and  fliffnefs  of  patience,  which  you  talk  of  as  the  un- 
doubted ilTues  of  faith !  who  is  the  man  that  with  fuch 
glee  doth  hug  afHi£Uons,  or  biddeth  adverfity  fo  welcome 
to  his  home  ?  where  dwell  they,  who  fo  little  regard  this 
world,  or  fo  much  affcS  the  other }  do  we  not  fee  men 
run  as  if  they  were  wild  after  preferment,  weaith,  and 
pleafure  ?  what  do  they  elfe,  but  fcrapc  and  fcramble  and 
fcufHle  for  thefe  things  7  doth  not  every  man  moan  the 
fcantnefs  of  his  lot,  doth  not  every  man  flinch  at  any 
trouble,  doth  not  every  one  with  all  his  might  itrive  to  riij 
himfelf  of  any  thing  difguflful  to  his  fenfe  or  fancy  ?  Jir^ 
not  therefore  fuch  encomiums  of  faith  mere  fpecidaticms, 
or  brave  rhodompntadcs  of  divinity  ? 

The  objeflion,  I  confefs,  is  a  fhrewd  one ;  but  I  mull 

reply  to  it :  you  lay,  Where  are  fuch  effefts,  where  are 

fuch  men  ?  I  aik  then,  Where  is  faith,  where  are  believers! 

.    fhew  me  the  one,  and  I  will  ftiew  you  the  other :  if  fuch 

cRi^s  do  not  appear,  it  is  no  argCunent  that  faith  cannqf 
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ffoduce  them,  but  a  fign  that  £uth  is  wanting ;  as  if  a  S£RM. 
ite  doth  not  put  forth  in  due  feafon,  we  conclude  the      ^^^* 
not  b  dead ;  if  a  fountain  yield  no  ftrc^uns,  we  fuppofe  it 
Iried  up:  Shew  me,  (aith  St.  James,  thy  faith  by  /AyJam.  ii.  is. 
mrhs  ;  implying,  that  if  good  works  do  not  (hine  forth 
b  the  com'eiiation,  it  is  fufpicious  there  is  no  true  faith  in 
the  heart :  for  fuch  faith  is  not  a  feeble  weening,  or  a 
DOd^  Iwimming  in  the  head,  it  is  not  a  profeflion  ifluing 
hm  the  mouth,  it  b  not  following  fuch  a  garb,  or  adher- 
ig  to  fuch  a  party,  but  a  perfuafion  fixed  in  the  heart  by 
jood  reafon,  by  firm  refolution,  by  lively  fenfe  ;  it  is  with  Rom.  x.  s. 
ik  heart,  as   St.   Paul  faith,  man  believeth  unto  rights 
mjkefs ;  that  is  the  faith  we  fpeak  of,  and  to  which  we 
ifcribe  the  production  of  fo  great  and  worthy  eflfeCts  :  if 
I  man  wanteth  that,  attefted  by  pra6Uce  fuitable,  though 
be  know  all  the  points  exa&ly,  though  he  readily  will  fay 
Mai  to  every  article  of  the  Creed,  though  he  wear  all 
Jie  badges  of  a  Cliriftian,  though  he  frequent  the  congrc- 
gtfioQS,  and  comply  with  the  forms  of  our  reli^on,  yet  is 
X  really  an  infidel :  for  is  he  not  an  infidel  who  denieth 
God?  and  is  he  not  fuch  a  renegado  who  liveth  impi- 
oofly?  he  b  lb  in  St.  Paul's  account;  for.  They  profefs,'^^^' '*- ^^' 
bith  he  of  fuch  perfons,  that  they  know  Godj  but  in  works 
licjf  deny  him;  and.  He   is   not  a  Jew,  faith  the  fame  Rom  ii.  as. 
Apoftle,  (he  is  not  a  Chriftian,  may  we  by  parity  of  reafon 
linn,)  who  is  one  outwardly;  but  he  is  a  Chriftian  who  is 
minwdrdlyfjanjdfailh  is  t/iat  of  the  hearty  in  thefpiritj  and 
f»t  M  the  letter^  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God : 
we  may  attribute  to  a  barren  conceit,  or  to  a  formal  pro- 
fcffion,  the  name  of  faith^  but  it  is  in  an  equivocal  or  wide 
hk;  as  a  dead  man  is  called  a  man,  or  a  dry  fiick  reding 
bthe  earth  a  tree ;  for  (o  faith,  faith  St.  James,  without  i^m.  ii.  17. 
tvrks  is  dead  ;  is  indeed  but  a  trunk,  or  carcafe  of  faith, 
efembling  it  in  outward  fhape,  but  void  of  its  Jpirit  and  Jam.  ii.  ae. 
k. 

To  our  infidelity  therefore,  that  overfpreading  vice  *,  to 
le  unfincerity,  or  deadnefs  of  our  faith,  the  great  defe£ls 
-  our  praftice  are  to  be  imputed ;  that  is  the  grand 
urce  from  which  impiety  doth  fo  overflow ;  that  fo  few 
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BERM.  inftances  of  fprig^tly  virtue  are  vifiblej  may  be  s  6gn  tho 
^^'      time  is  the  ^me,  or  veiy  like  to  that,  of  which  our  Lon) 
Lukcxviii.  Mih,  iVhea  the  Son  of  man  comethyjhall  A*  wd»edfii4 
*•  faith  upon,  the  earth  f 

But  if  f)ich  efieSs  can  now  rarely  t>e  found^i  yet  tinw 
hath  been,  when  they  were  more  rifi^  (barce  any  tima 
hath  been  qtiite  defUtute  of  them  {  every  age  lince  ths 
foundation  of  things  may  have  tokens  and  trophies  tb 
Ihcw  of  f^th's  victorious  efficacy;  fo  many  aCUons  as 
there  have  been  truly  great  and  glorious,  fo  many  gallant 
feat«  have  been  acUevcd  by  faith  :  if  we  furvey  the  liia 
of  the  ancient  Patriarchs,  of  the  Prophets,  of  the  ApoIUes, 
of  thb  Martyrs  and  CoofelTors  of  true  reli^on,  thrar  bith 
in  all  their  works  is  moft  confptcuous. 
Hcb.  si.  4.  Faith  recommended  that  txcelUnt  faerifict  of  Ahtl  \m 
Divine  acceptance,  and  advanced  him  to  the  nmk  of  Sift 
martyr  for  piety. 

On  the  wings  of  l«ith  did  Enoch  mount  to  heavei^ 
fnatching  the  reward  due  to  his  faithful,  and  therefoif 
well-pleafing  obedience. 

F^th  preferved  Noah  fi<om  two  mighty  deluges,  on«  of 
fin,  the  other  of  water,  overflowing  the  earth ;  by  it  iM 
ftemmed  the  torrent  of  the  one,  and  rode  on  the  back  df 
g  Pet.  ii.  5.  the  other ;  it  encouraged  him  to  be  a  preacher  of  right* 
(o.  ¥11.  '-^^y^g^  agaiuft  the  grain,  and  a  prafiiier  of  it  againft  AiP 
faOiion  of  tlie  world,  not  regarding  the  common  hatn4 
and  envy  which  he  did  incur  thereby  {  it  moved  him  Id 
undertake  that  great  and  (Irange  work  of  building  the  ailQ 
for  a  fanCtuary  and  feminary  of  mankind ;  the  type  of  tW 
fpititual  veflel,  by  embarking  into  which  tbrou^  faith  wi 
are  faved  from  utter  ruin. 

Faith  difpofed  Abraham  to  forfake  his  country  add 
Heb.ii.  8.  home,  his  eflate,  his  kindred,  following  Divine  oonduA  It 
^j^'iy^'iReifnot  whilker;  to  wander  abroad  and  fojoum  tattoit 
barbarous  ftrangera ;  faith  inclined  him,  at  God's  catt* 
Diond,  to  facrifice  his  only  Ton,  a  goodly  youth  in  the 
flower  of  his  age  and  hopes,  worthily  mod  dear  unU 
him ;  the  fon  of  his  old  age,  and  the  comfort  thereof 
^vcn  to  him  by  miracle  and  in  fpeclal  &vour ;  tho  piM 
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of  his  family,  and  the  heir  of  promife^  by  whom  his  leed  SER>f 
wu  to  be  propagated,  and  his  memory  to  flourifli ;  him      HI. 
vas  he  ready  in  obedience  with  his  own  hand  to  flay, 
quelling  nature  and  his  bowels,  thwarting  his  own  hopes, 
defying  all  femUances  of  contradiAion,  or  clafliing  between 
ihe  eommands  and  promifes  of  God. 

Faith,  through  the  rudeft  efforts  of  envy  and  malice, 
Arough  the  difoial  calamities  of  exile  and  (lavery,  through 
hideous  fnares  of  temptation,  through  villanous  (landers, 
through  loathfome  prifons  and  fetters  of  iron,  all  along 
fiifiained  with  admirable  moderation  and  prefence  of  mind, 
fid  rear  up  Joieph  to  the  helm  of  that  great  kingdom. 

The  (ame  inclined  Mofes  to  exchange  the  dignities  and 
delights  of  a  court  for  a  ftate  of  vagrancy  and  fen'ility ;  it 
heartened  him  to  outbrave  the  invincible  obftinacy  of  a 
B^ty  prince;  it  fieeled  him  with  patience  to  conduft 
for  the  fpace  of  forty  years,  through  a  wild  defert,  a  molt 
perverfe  and  mutinous  herd  of  people. 

Faith  was  mother  of  that  renowned  patience,  which  Chryf.  torn. 
ediaufted  Satan's  quiver,  fpent  all  his  artillery,  and  wore^"'  ^'  ^^' 
out  his  invention  in  fuggeding  mifchiefs ;  I  know  that  97ty  Jobxix.  as. 
ttideemer  liveth^  was  the  rock,  on  which  that  unihakeable 
pttienoe  of  Job  was  founded. 

Jliat  pricked  the  ruddy  ftripling  forward,  naked  and 
marmed,  with  undaunted  heart  and  countenance,  to  in- 
tide  the  monfter  of  Gath,  that  tower  of  flefli,  fwelling 
with  rage  and  pride,  and  all  fenced  with  brafs  and  fteel ; 
Vum  comeft  to  me^  fdd  he,  with  a /word,  and  with  ajpear,  i  Sam. 
nd  with  a  JhiM;  but  I  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  ^^^'  '*^' 
Uri  of  hofis  X  there  lay  his  confidence,  thence  fprung  his 
admirable  courage. 

To  this  the  bold  attempts,  and  the  glorious  viAories  of 

Joflraa,  of  Gideon,  of  Barak,  of  Jephtha,  of  Samfon,  of 

Jonathan,  of  the  Maccabees,  are  worthily  afcribed,  who 

with  fmall  forces,  upon  great  difadvantages,  did  aflault, 

^did  vanquifli  mi^ty  enemies  and  oppreflbrs. 

This  inflameA  the  seal  of  Elias,  by  which  he  alone  did  i  Kjnp 
check  and  control  the  degenerate  follies  of  his  nation,  ^ix.  so. 
liirmoanting  the  indignation  of  princes  which  favoured 
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SERM.  them ;  it  fed  him  in  the  wildemefs  by  the  purveyance  of 
^*^'      ravena ;  it  framed  the  wheels  of  that  fiery  chariot,  wlucfa 
3  KinEi  ii.  tranfported  him  into  heaven. 

*'*  This  made  Jeremy,  with  like  zeat  and  couiage,  dare  to 

carry  mott  unwelcome  news  and  unpleafant  meflages  to 

an  outrageous  people,  not  daunted  by  their  angry  mfr 

Jer.xxEviii.naces  or  cruel  mifufages;  bis  feet  funk  into  the  mire,  but 

'   *  f^th  bore  up  his  heart  above  all  difcouragement. 

This  faved  the  confcience  of  thofe  three  brave  youthi 

clear  from  that  impiety  into  which  barbarous  violetwe 

would  have  driven  them,  fo  that  neither  the  fiiry  of  that 

great  monarch  nor  his  gaping  furnace  could  terrify  thegi 

into  fill ;  fdth  putting  into  their  mouths  thofe  manfiil 

Dui.iii.  16,  words,  O  Nebuchadnezzar,  we  are  not  careful  to  an/y^ 

"'^^'       thee  in  this  matter ;  if  it  be  fo,  our  God  whom  we  Jerve  ^ 

able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  and  he 

will  deliver  tis  out  of  thy  hand,  0  hingi  but  if  not,  be  ii 

known  unto  thee,  that  we  will  not  ferve  thy  gods,  nor  ivar- 

Jhip  the  golden  image,  which  thou  hqfifet  vp:  ihdr  faith 

carried  them  undaunted  into  the  flames,  and  kept  thev 

4-  untouched  within  them ;  To  that  they  became  as  gold  not 

V  wafted,  but  tried  and  purified  in  the  furnace. 

Neither  could  a  danger  no  lefs  terrible  fcare  the  nobte 

Heb.ii. 33. Daniel -from  liis  devotions;   his  faith  did^p  the  lipni 

^^'^^'^°' mouths;  and  he,  faith  the  text,  was  taken  up  out  of  tkl 

den,  and  no  manner  of  hurt  was  found  upon  him,  becia^ 

he  trufted  in  hh  God. 

Sucb  exploits  of  fpiritual  prowefs  were  achieved  by  a" 
Old  Tefiament  f^th,  relying  upon  God's  attributes  and 
providence,  although  wanting  a  clear  revelation  of  the 
promifes,  which  then  lay  wrapped  up  in  myfteries  loi 
(Iiadows ;  but  more  beroical  a£ts  of  fortitude  and  patiencS 
did  the  bright  funQiine  of  grace  and  glory  upon  the  mind^ 
of  our  Apoftles  and  primitive  faints  produce :  animated 
by  J^th,  a  little  troop  of  them  marched  out  with  lefolo' 
lion  to  attack  all  the  powers  of  hell,  and  to  beat  do«B 
the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  to  difpatch  all  the  prgu^cd 
and  errors  of  mankind,  and  to  fubdue  the  world  to  thp 
obedience  of  Chrill;    fo  armed,  fuccefsfully  did  they 
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knock  dowri  and  tninplc  upon  all  oppofitjon  (o  their  g]o-  SCRM. 
lions  deligns;  tbcy  defeated  all  ibe  fecular  poA\Tr  and      ^H* 
policy,  they  baffled  all  the  wit,  the  learning,  the  elo- 
qocnce,  which  ftood  in  their  way,  or  gave  them  refiitanoe; 
they  triumphed  over  perfecutions,  and  in  regaid  to  aU 
fiificrii^  were  more  than  conqvercrs  ;  to  forfakc  and  for-  Rom.  v.ii. 
tat  all  they  had,  was  their  gain;  to  Aaiv  nothingy  w*a5£^ij^,3_ 
tbeir  wealth ;  to  incur  dilgraces,  was  their  glory ;  to  be  in 
continual  labour  and  travail,  was  their  eafe ;  faftiiigs,  hun- 
ger, and  ibirft,  were  their  pleafure,  their  feait,  their  luxury; 
pnTons  were  chapels  to  them,  in  which  they  preached,  ^^  ^^• 
and  prayed,  and  £mg  praifes  to  God ;  their  joy  was  to 
iiifler;  to  receive  ilripes,  and  uixleigo  torments,  was  their 
triumph   and  their  glory;   they  conitantly  defied,  they 
often  courted,  death. 

That  they  were  able  to  perform  fuch  prodi^ous  acts^ 

ffli  to  endure  things  fb  infupportable,  was  not  firom  a 

Sopd  infenfibility  of  things,  from  a  (hirdinefs  of  fpirit,  or 

Sifibefs  of  htunour;  but  from  a  true  magnanimity  infpired 

by  Guth ;  becaufe  they  were  perfuaded  of  God's  will,  be- 

oaufe  they  confided  in  God's  help,  becaufe  they  relied  on 

Ged's  word,  becaufe  they  did  expect  re^^rds  from  God 

lUe  to  latisfy  for  all  their  pains  and  loiles ;  this  made 

them  to  imdertake  fo  bold  enterprifes,  and  carried  tliem 

vith  infuperable  conftancy  through  all ;  hence  were  they 

(^  to  aband6n  their  eafe  and  pleafure,  to  proftitute  their 

boDOur  and  reputation,  to  part  with  their  fubftance,  to 

Tcnture  their  fafety,  to  facrifice  their  lives  for  God's  truth  > 

Therefore  do  we  both  labour  and  fuffer  reproach^  becaufe  \T\m.\\. 

vt  trufl  in  the  living  God,  who  is  the  faviour  of  all  men,  J^ 

^tdffy  of  thofe  that  believe,  is  the  (hort  account,  which  17. 

St.  Paul  rendereth  of  it:  and  infallibly  the  like  eflbas?,'!^*"'"' 

wiD  faith  produce,  wherever  it  is  found,  in  a  degree  pro-  3  Pet.  1. 7. 

portionable  to  its  fincerity  and  ftrcngth.  a  Tim.  iv. 

A  grain  of  faith,  our  Saviour  faith,  is  able  to  remove  ®'^ 

mountains;  that  is,  to  accomplilh  things  m  appearance ^o.^xi^.j,. 

rery  ftrange  and  difficult :  and.  To  him  that  believeth  all  Luke  xvii. 

things  are  pojpble,  faith  the  fame  mouth  of  truth:  and,  iCor.xiii. 

Hey  laith  our  Lord  agun,  that  believeth  in  m^e,  the  works  Jj^^j^  ^. 

23.  ix.  33.  John  xiv.  13.  Chryf.  torn.  vii.  Or.  64. 
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SERH.  tkal  I  do,  he  alfo  Jhall  do,  and  greater  uiwks  than  tke/e 
Ht-  Jkall  he  do.  If  this  be  true  in  reference  towoib  concem- 
iog  the  frame  of  nature,  it  is  furdy  no  lefs  true  In  legaid 
to  thofe  which  lie  within  the  more  proper  fphere  of  fiutfa, 
to  moral  and  fpiritual  operations :  if  &ith  can  obtain  the 
bdp  of  God,  enabling  to  tranafer  a  mountain,  it  alfo  oaa 
procure  his  grace  dtfpofing  to  reftrain  an  appetite,  or  re- 
prefs  B  paffion. 

Now  that  which  is  in  ttJelf  lb  worthy  and  lovely 
which  is  attended  with  fo  good  conforts,  which  is  the 
daughter  of  fo  excellent  caufes,  the  fiAer  of  fo  great 
virtues,  the  parent  of  fo  admirable  effe&t,  how  can  it 
otherwife  than  be  very  preciouB,  very  laudable,  very  ac- 
ceptable i  how  can  we  at  all  wonder  that  it  ihould  bt 
graced  with  fuch  commendations,  and  crowned  with  fo^ 
rewards? 

Iiet  us  therefore  (to  conclude)  be  exhorted,  if  we  dtr 

want  it,  to  endeavour  the  acquifl  of  it  by  all  proper  meant, 

(by  ferious  contemplation  and  (ludy,  by  prayer  to  God^ 

Chiyf.  in    by  voiding  all  bbfhvdiong  of  it :)  if  we  have  it,  to  hold  it 

J<*.  Or. «.  j^ft^  to  cherifh  it,  to  improve  it,  as  by  all  good  ways,  fi* 

efpcjcially  by  good  prafdce;   that  we  may  produce  th* 

g6od    IViutB,   and    obtain    the   happy   rewards   theicd^ 

throu^  the  mercies  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord;  to 

whom  for  ever  be  all  praife. 

Rom.kv.       ^ow  the  God  of  all  hope  ^U  you  with  all  joy  andpMCt 

'^-  in   believing,  that  ye  may  abound  in  hope,  through  II0 

potver  of  the  Holy  Ghofi.    Amen. 


3f  iBettctte,  &c. 


SERMON    IV. 


OF  JUSTIFYING  FAITH. 


Rom.  v.  i« 

Tkenfore  being  ju/iified  byfalthj  we  have  peace  mih  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

THEREFORE;  that  word  implies  the  text  to  be  a  con*  SERAf. 
drfkm  (by  way  of  inference^  or  of  recapitulation)  refulting  IV. 
{nmi  the  precedent  difcourfe;  it  is  indeed  the  principal 
condufioii^  which  (as  being  fuppofed  a  peculiar  and  a 
pmi  part  of  the  ChriiUan  doctrine,  and  deferving  there- 
fae  a  ftrong  proof  and  clear  vindication)  St.  Paul  defigned 
ij  feforal  aiguments  to  make  good.  Upon  the  words, 
beiqg  of  fuch  importance,  I  fhould  fo  treat,  as  firft  to  ex- 
plain them,  or  to  fettle  their  true  fenfe;  then  to  make 
ioBiepraAical  application  of  the  truths  they  contain. 

As  to  the  explicatory  part>  I  fhould  confider  firft,  what 
iIk  fiuth  is,  by  which  we  are  (aid  to  be  juftified  5  %.  what 
haag  juftified  doth  import ;  3.  how  by  fuch  faith  we  are 
lb  jufiified;  4.  what  the  peace  with  God  is,  here  adjoined 
to  jnftificauon;  5.  what  relation  the  whole  matter  bears 
to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  or  how  through  him  being 
jufiified,  we  have  peace  with  God ;  in  the  profecution  of 
which  particulars  it  would  appear,  who  the  perfons  jufti- 
fied are,  and  1^0  juftifies  us }  with  other  circumftanoeft 
t. 
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SRRM.  -   I  (hall  at  this  time  only  infift  upon  the  firil  particular, 
^^'      concerning  the  notion  of  faith  pfopcr  to  this  place ;  in 
order  to  the  refolution  of  which  inquiry^  I  (hall  lay  down 
fome  ufeful  obfervations  :  and^ 

1.  Firft,  I  obferve,  thai  faithy  or  belief,  in  the  vulgar 
acception,  doth  (ignify  (as  we  have  it  briefly  defcribed 
Top.  4, 5.   in  Ariftotle's  Topics)  a  c^olpei  urrfAijJfi;,  an  eame/i  opinion 
or  perfuafion  of  mind  concerning  the  truth  of  fome  matter 
propounded.     Such  an  opinion  being  produced  by,  or 
grounded  upon  fome  forcible  reafon,  (either  immediate 
evidence  of  the  matter,  or  fenfe  and  experience,  or  fomo 
ftrong  argument  of  reafon^  or  fome  credible  teftimony; 
^  for  whatever  we  aflent  unto,  and  judge  true  upon  any  fuch 
groimds  and  inducements^  we  are  donunonly  faid  to  be- 
lieve,) this  is  the  popular  acception  of  the  word ;  and  ac* 
cording  thereto  I  conceive  it  ufually  (ignifies  in  holy  Scrip- 
ture; which  being  not  penned  by  mailers  of  human  art  or' 
fcience,  nor  direfted  to  perfons  of  more  than  ordinary  ca- 
pacities or  improvements,  doth  not  intend  to  ufe  words 
"  otherwife  than  in  the  mod  plain  and  ordinary  manner* 
Belief  therefore  in  general,  I  fuppofe,  denotes  a  find 
perfuafion  of  mind  concerning  the  truth  of  what  is  pro- 
pounded; whether  it  be  fome  one  fingle  propofition,  (as 
Rom.  iv.     when  Abraham  believed,  that  God  was  able  to  perform 
Heb.  zi.     U'kat  he  had  promifed ;  and  Sarah,  that  Godf  who  hadpro" 
'J>M-       fnifedy  was  faithful^)  or  fome  fyftem  of  propofitions,  as 
ixxviii.  32.'  when  we  arc  fdd  to  believe  God's  word^  (that  is,  all  wluch 
iJ^^'  "*  l^y  1^5s  Prophets  was  in  his  name  declared ;)  to  believe  ih0 
truthy  (that  is,  all  the  propofitions  taught  in  the  true  re- 
Pf.cxi3i.66.1igion  as  fo ;)  to  believe  God's  commandment s,  (that  is,  th© 
doftrines  in  God's  law  to  be   true,  and  the  precepts 

Mark  i.  i*. thereof  to  be  good;)  to  believe  the  Gofpely  (that  is,  to  be 
Phil.  i.  a;. 

a  Aut  proba  eife  quae  credis ;  aut  (i  non  probas,  quomodo  credis  ?  TtrtnL 
adv,  tflarc,  V.  1. 

vi.  3. 

'A^ir*rUf)c  ri  Iwifituf  rn  X'rtfifi,^  *(^f^*'  *>(  aXu^t;,  r«  li  n  w^n  utmi  fitnk 
CUm.  Strom »  ii.  p.  287. 

'£»<•<  ^«^  7ifii/v//»  i2iv  nrrtK  its  J^sejwi)',  n  iuou  wj  ir/fxvr«/.  Arifi,  Elk* 
vii.  3* 
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^eifuaded  of  the  truth  of  all  the  propofiuons  aflerted  or  SERM. 
icdared  in  the  GofpeL)  ^V- 

a.  I  obferve,  fecondly,  that  whereas  frequently  fome 
perfim,  or  (ingle  thing,  is  reprefented  [verbo  tenus)  as  the 
ri)je£t  of  faith,  this  doth  not  prejudice,  or  in  effefl  alter 
die  nodon  I  mentioned ;  for  it  is  only  a  figurative  manner 
rf  ^leaking,  whereby  is   always  meant  the  being  per- 
Ibided  concerning  the  truth  of  fome  propofition,  or  pro- 
fofitionvrdflting  to  that  perfon  or  thing :  for  othcrwife  it 
k  unintelligible  how  any  incomplex  thing,  as  they  fpeak, 
I  cm  be  the  complete  or  immediate  obje£t  of  belief.     Be- 
&k  fimple  apprehenfion  (or  framing  the  bare  idea  of  a 
dng)  there  is  no  operation  of  a  man's  mind  terminated 
qxm  one  (ingle  object ;  and  belief  of  a  thing  furely  im- 
(fics  more  than  a  (imple  apprehenfion  thereof :  what  it  is, 
lir  infhmce,  to  believe  this  or  that  propofition  about  a 
UD,  or  a  tree,  (that  a  man  is  fuch  a  kind  of  thing,  that  a 
tfcc  hath  this  or  that  property,)  is  very  eafy  to  conceive ; 
bat  the  phrafe  believing  a  man^  or  a  tree,  (taken  properly, 
or  excluding  figures,)  is  altogether  iniignificant  and  unin- 
idEgible :  indeed  to  believe,  9ri$-eu»v,  is  the  effect  rv  ^f- 
ffMF5«|  of  a  {)erfuafive  argument,  and  the  refult  of  ratioci- 
M&m;  whence  in  Scripting  it  is  commended,  or  difcom- 
nended,  as  implying  a  good  or  bad  ufe  of  reafon.    The 
froper  objed  of  faith  is  therefore  fome  propofition  de- 
dnoed  firom  others  by  difcourfe;  as  it  is  faid,  that  many  q/*Joh.  iv.  39. 
/fe  Samariians  believed  in  Chrifty  lecaufe  of  the  woman's 
tnrif  who  teflified  that  he  told  her  all  that  everjhe  did;  or 
«  St.  Thomas  believed,  becaufe  he  faw ;  or  as  when  it  is  John  zz. 
boAj  that  many  believed  on  our  Lord^s  name,  beholding  'A^  john  ii.  aa. 
miracles  which  he  did :  when  then,  for  example,  the  Jews  Ezod.  ziv. 
are  required  to  believe  Mofes,  (or  to  believe  in  Mofes, j^nv.  ^ 
after  the  Hebrew  manner  of  fpeaking,)  it  is  meant,  to  be  «a>  ^^' 
peifuaded  of  the  truth  of  what  he  delivered,  as  proceeding 
from  Divine  revelation ;  or  to  believe  him  to  be  what  he 
profefled  himfelf,  a  mefTenger  or  prophet  of  God.     So  to  1  Chron. 
believe  the  Prophets,  or  in  the  Projphets,  (VM"^!?!)  was  to  ''*•  ^^' 
be  ^rfuaded  concerning  the  truth  of  what  they  uttered 
in  Grod's  name,  (that  the  doctrines  were  true,  the  com- 
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SERM.  iDaiiils  were  to  be  obeyed,  the  threats  and  promifes  flitw 

IV.      be  performed,  the  prediflions  fliould  be  accompKlhed :  i 

Lukeiiiv-  ^l'^"<^  "^^  which   (he  Prophets  did  fay,  as  our  Savio 

ai.  fpeaks  ;  to  Idteve  all  things  ufritlen  in  the  Prophets,  as  S 

j(.         '  Patd.)     So  to  Relieve  God's  works  (a  phrafc  we  have  I 

K  luviii.  i^he  Pfalms)  lignifies,  to  be  pcrfuaded,  that  ihofe  woij 

"'■  did  proceed  from  God,  or  were  the  effects  of  his  goo 

Jcr.«vii.  s.  providence  :  to  believe  in  man  (that  which  is  to  often  pn 

"'"■"*■     hibited  and  dilluaded)  denotes  the  being  perJuaded,  tbi 

man  in  our  need  U  able  to  relieve  and  fuccour  us  :  laftlj 

Pf-  civiii,   Jo  believe  in  God  (a  duty  fo  often  enjohied  and  inculcaiet 

is  to  be  periuadcd,  that  God  is  true  in  whatever  he  fayi 

faithful  ill  performance  of  what  he  promiies;  pcrfe£U 

wife,  powerful,  and  good;  able  and  willing  to  do  t 

good :   the  being  pcrfuaded,  I  fay^  of  all   thcfe  propc4 

tions,  or  fuch  of  them  as  fuit  the  prefent  circumllanci 

and  oceafjon,  is  to  believe  in  God:  thus,  in  fine,  to  hi 

lieve  on  a  perfon,  or  thing,  is  only  a  (liort  expreflion  (Uga 

ratively)  denoting  the  being  pcrfuaded  of  the    truth  fl 
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ined  fenfe,  did  confift:  but  becaufe  from  fuch  a  per-  SERM. 
fioo  (being  fincere,  and  ftrong  enough)  there  did  natu-      ^^' 
\f  and  duly  refult  a  fatisfa£Uon^  or  acquiefcence  in  the  Rom.  iv. 
Ltter  enjoined  as  beft  to  be  done ;  a  choice  and  refolu-  ^^' 
n  to  comply  with  God's  appointment;  an  ef{e6tual 
nfience ;  a  cheerful  expe&ation  of  a  good  iflufe  there^ 
on ;  therefore  all  thofe  difpofitions  of  foul  and  aAiona 
ncurring  become  exprefTed  by  the  name  of  faith,  (that 
ft  perfuafion  being  the  principle  and  root  of  them :)  for 
if  for  his  faith  that  he  is  highly  commended ;  it  is  for 
that  be  obtained  fo  favourable  an  approbation  and 
eeptance  %pm  God.     Yet  fuppofing  Abraham  to  have 
id  fuch  a  perfuafion  concerning  God ;  and  yet  to  have 
Diked  what  God  required,  or  to  have  refolved  againfl 
Ai^  it,  or  to  have  indeed  difobeyed,  or  to  have  difre- 
iided  the  happy  fuccefs ;  it  is  plain  that  Abraham  as  to 
le  whole  matter  deferved  rather  much  blame,  than  any 
smmendation ;  and  would  not  upon  that  account  have 
ad  righteoufrefz  imputed  to  him,  and  have  been  called  /Ae  James  ii. 
fknd  of  God :  whesi  therefore  his  faith  is  fo  magnified,  ^^' 
hat  word  comprehend&  not  his  bare  perfuafion  only,  but 
in  thofe  concomitants  thereof,  which  if  they  had  not 
jnie  along  therewith,  it  had  been  a  proof,  that  fuch  a 
xrfuafion  was  not  fincere,  (not  ^vwroxpiroj  ^rti^,  an  un-  ^  Tim.  i.  5. 
tabled  faith;  fuch  as  St.  Paul  commends  in  Timo- Jam«  hi.** 
rtiy,)  or  not  ftrong  enough,  (not  dMxftrog  itlfis,  an  tin-  '7. 
Mting faith,  (but  a  weak,  afmall,  a  dv,rf,  an  ineffec-xri^"''* 
toil  faith ;  which  come  under  blame  and  reprv^f ;  but  th^  ^  ^®''  ^*"' 
efleft  (hewed,  that  he  did  not,  as  St.  Paul  fays,  aV^&fvelrRom.iv.ig* 
Tjiffts,  had  not  a  weak,  or  fickly  faith ;  nor  Jiaggti^  ^Z  Matt.  vLao. 
tiipromife  of  God;  but  wasjirong  in  faith,  giving  glo^^  jam.  ii.'u/ 
to  God;  which  he  did  not  only  in  believing  his  word,  h\xCS,\  ^  ^ 
n  fuiting  his  affections,  and  yielding  obedience  thereto  2  ^^^iX.  s. 
vifEi  M^nww  If fX^fiiv)  by  faith  he  obeyed,  fo  as  to  forfake 
is  country,  fays  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews ;  and  faith 
bus  taken  is  not  Only  a  fingle  a&  of  a  man's  undeirftand- 
>g»  or  will,  but  a  complex  of  many  difpofitions  and  ae- 
ons, diffufed  through  divers  faculties  of  a  man,  denoting 
ic  whole  complication  of  good  difpofitions  and  actions 
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SERM.  relating  to  one  matter;  which  attend  upon  a  true  and 
IV.      camefl  perfuafion  concerning  it;  right  choice^  fubniifSoa, 
■   and  fatisfafUon  of  miad,  firm  refolution,  dutifiil  obediencef 
conllant  and  cheerful  hope^  or  the  like. 

4-  I  obfer\e  more  nearly  to  our  purpofe,  fourthly,  that 
the  laith  here  fpoken  of  (being  here  and  otherwhere  put 
abfolutely,  or  by  itfelf,  without  any  adjunct  of  limliatioii 
or  diHin^on)   is  ofieii  fet  down   with   terms   annexed 
thereto,  explaining  and  determining  it ;  being  fometitne* 
Rom.  iii.  3,  ftyled  the  faith  of  Chrift,  ofJefus,  <f  God,  (t5  XpifS,  n 
Oi'lTic  ''l'r«>T5  0M,)  fomctimes/«i/A  upon  Chrift,  (tJf  Xgiron,  and 
ao/iii-'aj.'  i%\Xfifiv,)fmlh  in  Chrift,  («  Xpi^^,)  faith  la^hrift,  to  the 
He».iLiai  Led,  to  God)  (iij-ty'iiy  T»  Xp»f^,  raJ  Kvf'uf,  t«  Q*^,)faUk 
xiv.  13,       apon  (lie  name  of  Ckriji,  {«i(  Sy»ixa,)  failh  if  his  nofiM^ 
aV.  (*'Vif  t5  iwfunni,)  failh  to  his  name,  {t»  mifiant  :)  wUCb 

x\\v.  14.  phrafes,  all  queftionlefs  denoting  the  lame  thing,  do  impy 
Col.ii.  i,  this  faith  to  confift  in  being  perfuaded  concerning  tbs 
w'  Heb.  ^"^^^  '^f  ^"""^  propofitions  chiefly  relating  to  our  Lord  and 
vi.'i.  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl,  either  as  grounded  upon  his  autho- 
^.i9,*c!rity,  or  appertaining  to  his  pcrfon.  Now  what  fuch  propo- 
li,  C»l.  iii.  gtions  are,  we  may  leam  from  otl«;r  exprellions,  defcrip- 
1  Tim.  iii.  tions.  Or  circumlocutions  declaiing  the  nature  and  quality 
'  Tim  iii  °'^  "^^'^  ^*''**  '■  '^  '*  fometim^'9  called  the  belief  of  the  Gtf- 
?a. ""' '"'  pel,  (that  is,  of  the  whp^e  fyflem  of  doarines,  and  laws, 
af&c.'"'  a"d  promifcs,  and  prtjpheciea  taught,  delivered,  or  dc- 
Ty'xj.  AQ»  glared  by  Chrift,  pjd  hisApoftles:  ^itepenf,  faid  St.  John 
»Ti"a4.  the  Baptift,  an*  i>flieve  the  Gofpel,)  the  belief  of  the  trutb, 
xii\i.  i8.  /(hi^t  body  J*"  truth,  fignally  fo  called,  wliich  was  taught 
Johnv.  M.by  the  fi™«  authors,)  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Iani» 
a.  ST.  3fl'  truth  (""rrJs,  and  (xtyvoxw;  t^v  a>Jfiua*  are  in  St.  Paul 
^1*^^  t^  /ame.)  Equivalent  to  thofe  defciiptions  of  thig  failh 
John  i.  ia.^re  thofe  exprellions,  which  fci  it  out  by  yielding  allent 
x'joh-*'  (generally)  to  what  our  Lord  Chrift  and  his  ApofUcs 
ifl'tiii  re.  taught,  or  to  fome  chief  points  of  their  do£trine,  tnferriqg 
"■  iij  the  reft ;  the  =  believing,  "^  hearing,  *  receiving  the  word  of 
l3%^-       God,  of  Chri/i,  of  the  ApofiUs,  ffhe  receiving  Ckrift's  tef- 

•Marki.  IS,  Phil,  i.  a;-  l  Pet.  iv.  it.  iThcfl".  ii.  la,  i3.  l-  l  Tim.  it.  ». 
ii.  4.  Ht.  i.  1.  ileb.1,  96.  i  Tim.  ii.  4,  &C.  'John  v.  46,  47.  •  John  xii. 
47.    '  John  ui,  4S.  ivii.  B.  ACts  li.  l.    'John  iii.  33. 
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tiwumy^  and  (wliich  is  the  fame)  ^receiving  Chrift  him/elf;  §ERM. 
^/coming  unto  Chrift,  (that  is,  as  difciples  to  their  Mafter,  as      ^V- 
lervants  to  their  Lord^  as  perlbns  oppreffed  and  enflavcdgjohni.  ij. 
to  their  Deliverer ;)  Uhe  believing  (and  knowing)  thai  Jefus  *"»•  20. 
wasfent  by  God,  and  came  from  him;  ^the  believing  thathjohn  vi. 
Jefus  was  what  he  profefled  himfelf  to  be ;  *  the  c^nf^ffi^^ll^]\l*"  ^^' 
tbat  Jefus  Chr'yi  is  come  in  the  flejh;  that  Jefus  is  /^Matt.xi.Qs. 
Cbrifi,  the  Son  of  God,  he  which  Jfioutd  come  into  the  world  ;'^^f^'Xt^' 
the  King  of  Ifrael ;  that  God  raifed  him  from  the  dead;  by  29.  xi.  4a. 
the  belief  of  which  one  point,  as  involving  the  reft,  St,  Paul  xvii.  ai". 
cxpreffcth  this  faith  :  ^  If  thou,  faith  he^Jhalt  confefs  with)^^^''^^^/f 
Ihjf  mouth  the  ILord  JefuSy  and  ^fhalt  believe  with  thy  heart  1 1  John  iy. 
that  God  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  thouflialt  befaved.        l]  '** "'  *' 
The  refulty  upon  confidering  all  which  expreflions  de-  John  iv.  42. 
daiatory  of  the  nature  of  this  faith  (for  this  furely  is  not  .31. 
diflerent  from  that,  which  is  fo  commonly  othcru'here  re-  ^f^  ^"'* 
prefented  in  our  Saviour's  and  his  Apoftlcs'  difcourfes  and  ^  Rom.  x.g. 
writbgs,  as   a  great  duty  required  of  us ;   as  a  virtue  ^.*J*|^*'  » 
(or  a£t  of  virtue)  highly  commendable,  as  an  efpccial  in-  ^  A«^««f 
firument  of  our  (alvation,  as  a  neccflary  condition  prcrc-  °  "  **'    • 
<]uifite  to  our  partaking  the  benefits  and  privileges  by  Di- 
tinc  fiivour  conferred  on  Chriftians) — the  refult,  I  fay,  is 
thii,  that  by  this  faith  (as  to  the  firft  and  primary  ienfe 
thereof)  is  underftood  the  being  truly  and  firmly  per- 
vaded in  our  minds,  that  Jefus  was  what  he  profcifed 
hioifelf  to  be,  and  what  the  ApoAles  teflified  him  to  be ; 
the  Meflias,  by  God  defigncd,  foretold,  and  promifed  to 
hCj^fcnt  into  the  world,  to  redeem,  govern,  inftruA,  and 
lave  mankind;  our  Redeemer  and  Saviour,  our  Lord  and 
Mafter,  our  King  and  Judge;   the  great  High  Pried, 
^  Prophet  of  God ;  the  being  affurcd  of  thcib,  and  all 
other  propofitions  connexed  with  thefe ;  or,  in  fliort,  the 
being  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  that  Gofpel 
which    was    revealed    and    taught    by    Jefus    and    bis 
Apoflles.     That  this  notion   is   true,  thofe  defcriptions 
of  this  faith,   and  phrafes  expreiTing  it,  do  fufHciently 
(hew;  the  nature  and  reafon  of  the  thing  doth  confirm 
the  fame ;  for  that  fuch  a  faith  is,  in  its  kind  and  order, 
apt  and  fufficient  to  promote  God's  defign  of  faving  us,  to 
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SERH.  render  us  capable  of  God's  ikvour  j  to  purge  onr  beuU, 

^*^'      and  work  that  change  of  mind,  which  ii  neceflaiy  n 

order  to  the  obt^ning  God's  favour,  and  enjoying  happi- 

nefs ;  to  produce  that  obedience,  which  God  lequires  al 

UB.  and  without  whicli  we  cannot  be  faved{  thefe  thii^ 

4pthe  natural  relults  of  fuch  aperfuafion  concerning  tbofe 

truths ;  as  natural,  as  the  defire  and  purfuit  of  any  good 

doth  arife  from  the  clear  apprehention  thereof,  or  as  tha 

fhunning  of  any  mifchief  dotli  fellow  from  the  like  appi«- 

henlion  :  as  a  perfuafion  that  wealth  is  to  be  got  thereby, 

makes  the  merchant  to  undergo  the  dangers  and  pains  of 

a  long  voyage,  (verifying  that,  Impiger  extremes  citrril 

mercator  ad  Indas,  Per  tnare  paupertem  fugiens,  per  Jaxot 

per  igves ;)  as  the  perfuafion  that  health  may  thereby  be 

recovered,  engages  a  man  not  only  to  take  down  the  moA 

unfavoury  potions,  but  to  endure  cuttings  and  bumingij 

{ut  valeasferrum  patleris  et  ignes;)  as  a  perfualion,  that 

refrelhment  is  to  be  found  in  a  place,  doth  eSedually 

carry  the  hungry  perfon  thither:  fo  a  ftrong  perrna6oa 

that  ChriRian  reli^on  is  true,  and  the  way  of  obtaining 

happincfs,  and  of  cfcaping  mil'ery,  doth  naturally  produce  % 

fubje£tion  of  heart,  and  an  obedience  thereto ;  and  accord- 

ingly  we  fee  the  liighed  of  thofe  effects  which  the  Gofpel 

offers,  or  requires,  are  afligned  to  this  faith,  as  refulU' 

iJoluiT.  i.from  it,  or  adjuncts  thereof.     Regeneration;  Whofomntf 

faith  St.  John,  believetk  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrlji  is  bum  tf 

I  John  i».    God.     Spiritual  union  with  God ;  iVIuJoever  Jkall  coMf^ 

"'  that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God,  God  abidelh  in  Aim,  artd  Ac  m 

J  John  ii.     God !  If  what  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning  abide  m 

'*'  you,  ye  Jhall  alfo  abide  in  the  Father  and  the  S»n.    The 

John  iri.    obtaining  God's  love;  The  Father  loves  you,  beeaufe  yarn 

VW  aThef  ^'^  loved  me,  and  have  believed  that  I  came  from  God,- 

ii.  la.         Viftory  over  the  world;  Who  is  lie  that  overcotneth  tht 

A«i  I*,  ri  ""wW,  but  he  who  believelh  that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  Godf 

5-  Freedom  from  fpiritual  flavery,  and  becoming  true  dif- 

Jolin  viii, '  ciplcB  of  Chrift ;  If  ye  abide  in  my  word,  ye  are  truly  mf 

"'*'■       difciples;  andyefiall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  fialU 

Johnv.it- Jet  you  free.     Obtaining  everlafljng  life;  He  that  hearetk 

my  word,  and  believeth  him  thalfent  me,  (that  is,  who  be* 
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1  my  word,  which  is  indeed  the  word  of  God,  who  SERM. 
le,  and  in  whofe  name  I  fpeak,)  hath  everlajling  life.      ^^' 
The/i  things  were  written,  that  you  niay  believe  t/iat  jobnxx.31. 
is  the  Chrijly  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  believing  it, 
nay  have  life  in  his  name.     Intereft  in  God  and 
: ;  He  that  abideth  in  the  doSirine  of  Chrifi^  he  {5tos)  ^  John  9. 
the  Father  and  the  Son.     Eerily,  verily ^  ^J^V  ^^"^0  John  vi.  47. 
\e  that  believeth  upon  me  hath  eternal  life.     Rifing " J:J^^*  *^' 
Chrift,  (that  is,  as  to  capacity  and  right;)  Buried Co\.'u,  12, 
\im  in  baptifin^  wherein  you  are  rifen  with  him  through 
of  the  operation  of  God  ;  who  raifed  him  from  the 

Being  faved ;  Whoever  confejfes  with  his  mouth  the  Rom.  z.  9. 
Tefiis  to  be  the  Son  of  God;  and  in  his  heart  believes 
hd  raifed  him  from  the  dead,Jhall  be  faved.  Laftly, 
juAified;  for,  St.  Paul  adjoins,  a  man  believeth  (in  Rom.  x.  10. 
anner  before  mentioned)  to  righteotfnefs ;  and  with 
mth  confeffion  is  made  to  falvation.  So  we  fee,  that 
def  of  diofe  excellent  benefits,  to  the  procuring  of 

faith  (however  underftood)  is  anywife  conducible, 
aifite,  do  belong  to  the  perfuafion  concerning  evan- 
1  truths.  We  may  alfo  obferve  in  the  hiftory  con- 
g  our  Lord,  and  his  Apoftles'  proceedings  toward 
8,  whom  they  had  converted  to  Chriftianity,  and 
mit  to  a  participation  of  the  privileges  thereof,  that 
ler  faith  was  by  them  required  in  order  thereto: 
bch  a  perfuafion  appearing,  they  received  them  into 
lurch,  baptized  them,  pronounced  unto  them  an  ab- 
m  from  their  fins,  and  a  reception  into  God's  favour, 
ras  the  faith  of  Martha,  which  gave  her  intereft  in 
omife  of  eternal  life:  Every  one,  £ud  our  Saviour  John  xi.  26. 
,  living,  and  believing  in  me,  fhall  never  die :  Dq/i 
flieve  this  P  She  faith  unto  him.  Yes,  Lord,  I  have  ber 
that  thou  art  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  which  Jhould 
nto  the  vjorld.  This  was  the  faith,  for  which  our  Matt.  xvi. 
X  conunends  St.  Peter,  and  pronounces  him  l^appy.  johnvi.69. 
appearance  of  this  faith,  St.  Peter  baptized  and  ad- 
;  into  the  church  the  three  thoufand  perfons  whom 
1  converted.  {Then,  fays  the  text,  they  who  gladly  ^J 'jj^f*^^ 
iingly)  received  his  word  (that  is,  were  perfuaded  oirJf  li^^!** 

.  IV.  H  A^  "•  *^' 
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SERM.  the  truth  of  that  doArine,  which  is  before  fet  down  con- 
^y-      ceming  our  tiOrd)  were  Ix^tized  ;  and  the  fame  diitf  uftt9 
added  (to  the  church)  aboul  three  thonfand  Jhuls.)     Upoo 
KSa  Tiii.     tlie  like  f^ith  the  Samaritans  were  baptized,  (Ar«  iwtsnn^ 
"'  Tw  4>iXfinrw,  u-ken  they  gave  credence  to  PhUip's  do&r'^.) 

And  upon  the  fame  account  did  the  fame  Evangelift  by  it 
was  lawfid  to  baptize  the  Eunuch,  and  accordingly  £d 
Afl>  viii.    perform  it :  If,  faith  Philip,  f Aon  believeji  with  thy  wkak 
'^'  "'■       heart,  it  is  lawful,  (or  thou  mayeft  be  baptized.)     He  on- 
fweringfaid,  I  l/el'teve  titat  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Son  of  God.   Sv 
he  baptized  him.    This  was  the  faith,  upon  which  St.  Paul 
Afl»  «»'■     baptized  Lydia,  when  JIk  had  yeilded  affent  unto  (fo  »par- 
i)^tn  doth  import  in  (he  Ads ;  not  only  itfovix***  'h*  to 
yield  attention,  but  vfovi^*'*  *'V)*'  to  give  aflent  unto)  Ikt 
things  jpoken  by  St.  Paul.    Thus  alfo  of  thofe  Jews  in 
Aai  xTii.    another  place  of  the  AGUt  when  St.  Paul  bad  apmud  and 
'   '  alleged,  out  of  the  Scriptures,  that  Chrifl  was  to  fujffwrf 

and  to  rife  again  from  the  dead,  and  that  Jefus  was  tkt 
Chrift,  it  is  faid  nytf  jf  eArim  httia^ea,  kw  r^s«viiAi|pa9if- 
<rei*,  were  perfitaded,  and  confbrled  with  Paul  and  SibUf 
(that  is,  were  received  into  Chriftian  communion  with^ 
Afuiz.  90.  them.)  The  fame  is  intimated  in  other  paflages  of  the 
x^i,  i,',i3.apoftolical  hiftory;  by  all  which  it  appears,  that  the 
ApofUes'  method  was  to  declare  and  inculcate  the  mam 
points  of  the  Chriftian  hiftory  and  doArine,  attefting  to 
the  one,  and  proving  the  other  by  teftimonies  and  srgu-' 
ments  proper  to  that  purpofe ;  and  whoever  of  then- 
hearers  declared  himfelF  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  what 
they  taught,  that  he  did  heartily  aflent  thereto,  and  re- 
folved  to  profefs  and  prafUfe  accordingly,  him,  without 
more  to  do,  they  prcfently  baptized,-and  inflated  him  in 
the  privileges  appertaining  to  Chriftianity ;  or,  in  St.  Paul's 
language,  did  juftify  them,  according  to  their  fubordinate 
manner,  as  the  minifters  of  God.  And  thus  did  the  pri- 
mitive  church  pradtife  after  the  Apoftles;  as  Juftin  the 
Martyr  fully  relates  of  it : — Srti  i»  irsi&aai,  ity  wivYfiWni 
aAjjSq  Tot&Tet  ni  iip'  iifiw*  hSaffxQftiya,  t^  Xtyoii.t»»  <T<^,  ^  w«<*r 
irtBf  twKV^tti  inriff^aiyrai,  %CC,-~te/orTai  vft'  ^fia¥  Mtt  Zi»f  (f). 
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yimSrrai — jipoL  2.  fVhoever^  faith  he,  are  perfuadedj  and  SERM. 
A  believe  ihefe  things  by  ns  tattght,  and  faid  to  be  tme,      IV. 
ni  undertake  that  they  can  live  Jo  according  to  them  ; —  """"^"^ 
en  brought  thither ^  where  water  isy  and  are  regenerated 
ifler  thejame  manner  as  t/v  have  been  regenerated.     I  far- 
ther add,  that  even  this  faith  is  expreifed  to  be  the  effeft 
of  IMvine  grace  and  infpiration ;  for  when  St.  Peter  had 
confefled  that  Jefus  was  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  living  Maitt.  x\\, 
Qodf  our  Saviour  tells  him,  that  fiejh  and  blood  had  not  j^*^^* 
rmfealed  that  unto  Aim,  but  his  Father  in  heaven;  and,  JVb  3.  n.  10. ' 
mau,  St.  Paul  tells  us,  can  call  Jefus  Lord,  but  by  the  Hb/y  ^^J ;/J;*; 
Gkefi:  and.  Every  Jpirity  which  confeffeth  Jefus  Chrift  /oi  Joh.iv.s. 
kve  been  come  in  the  fUfk^  is  of  Gody  faith  St.  John.     So  ^^^^' ''  '^' 
that  even  this  is  a  iaith,  in  refpe^  to  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  ^/^r-  >▼• 
b  called  the  Spirit  offaiihy  which  is  th'e  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  cai.  t.  aa. 
nd  the  gift  of  God;  that  which  no  man  can  have  without  pPlj* !''  "' 
(kts  drawing  him,  and  teaching  him;  No  man  can  cojne John v'u 44, 
Mifo  mey  except  the  Father ,  that  hath  fent  me,  fhall  draw  ^^* 
im  (fXxtfO^  a&rif) .    Every  one  that  hath  heard  from  the 
Hitker,  and  hath  learned^  cometh  unto  me :  to  which  it  is 
ndinarily  required,  that  God  fhould  open  the  heart,  as  he 
did  Lydia's  heart,  to  attend  and  affent  unto  what  St.  PaulAaa  xvi. 
tei^hi:  neither  doth  the  Scripture,  as  I  conceive,  attribute  ^^' 
niy  thing  unto  faith,  which  doth  not  agree  to  this  notion. 

We  might  laftly  adjoin,  that  this  was  the  common  and 
current  notion  of  faith  among  the  ancient  Chriftians ;  nei- 
ther do  we,  I  fuppofe,  meet  with  any  other  in  their  writ- 
ii^ ;  all  which  things  do  abundantly  confirm  the  truth 
thereof. 

5-  But  I  muft  farther  obfcrve  particularly,  (in  corre- 
^Kmdence  to  what  was  before  more  generally  obferved,) 
that  diis  faith  doth  not  only  denote  precifely  and  abftra£t- 
edly  iiich  afts  of  mind,  fuch  opinions  and  perfuaiions  con- 
oemiDg  the  truth  of  matters  fpecified,  but  doth  alfo  con- 
note ^  and  imply  (indeed  comprehend  according  to  the 
meaning  of  thofe  who  ufe  the  word)  fuch  a&.s  of  will,  as, 

b  Salv,  dt  Pnvid.  iv.  1.  Cam  hoc  (it  hominis  Chriftiani  fides,  fideliter 
7MM&  mandita  ferrare,  fit  abfqae  dubio,  ut  nee  fidem  habeat  qui  infidelis 
ft,  ncc  Chnftum  credat,  qoi  ChrifU  mandata  conculcat,  &c. 

H  % 
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SEKM.  fuppoling  ihofc  perfuafioiu  to  be  real  and  complete,  are     , 
.    •      naturally  confequent  upon  them,  and  arc  in  a  manner  ne- 
ceflarily  coherent  with  them;  a  finn  refolution  cot^aotly 
to  profefs  and  adhere  unto  the  do6trine,  of  which  a  man  U 
lb  perfuaded ;  to  obey  all  the  laws  and  precepts,  which  it 
contains ;  forfaking  in  open  profellion,  and  in  real  prac- 
tice?, all  piinciplcs,  rules,  cuflome  inconlillent  with  thofe 
doctrines  and  laws ;  that  which  ia  called  canverfion,  or  re- 
taming  to  the  Lord,  (that  is,  leaving  a  courfe  of  rebellion, 
and  difobedience  to  thofe  laws,  which  the  Lord  la  tb» 
Gofpel  commands,  and  refolvedly  betaking  themfelves  to     - 
Afti  »i-  ai-the  obfervance  of  them,)  xe^uj  n  e^^Xof  xiffwo-aj  Ivmt^i^m* 
U.  a».  ziv-  ^^  ^°''  ^'^F""}  ^  great  multitude,  it  is  fald,  believing,  did  n- 
is.uri.     farn  onto  the  tard;  their  fwth  did  carry  with  it  fnch  s 
AatT.aa.  converGon.    Hence  this  faitli  is  (lyled  mSo^tw  6if»to 
L^J^' '■  ■' oicy  God's  command;   vwemim*  Tf  mayyfXatf,  to  obey  flit 
vi.  i7'>vi.  Gofpel;   iaaxam  t^  tiVr,  ta  obey  the  faith;  unroy^  t% 
3Cor.ix.i3.  *;*<''*7^"f  «'f  TO  liayyiknv,  [fabje&ion  ofprojejfing  the  Gof- 
AQi  li.  aa  pel  of  C/irj/l,)  with  purpo/e  of  heart  to  adhere  unto  Gvdt 
SI.  flipulation  of  a  good  confcience  toward  God,  (that  which 

St.  Peter  intimates,  as  a  necellkry  concomitant  of  baptiim^ 
it  being  a  fmcere  undertaking,  and  engaging  one's  felf  to 
obey  God's  commandments ;)  in  fine,  to  repent ;  which  » 
either  adequately  the  fame  thing  with  faith,  or  included 
therein,  according  to  the  apoftolical  meaning  of  the  word; 
for  that  remiflion  of  fins,  which  is  fometime  made  tba 
confequent  of  faith,  is  otherwhere  exprefsly  annexed  to 
repentance:  the  fum  of  the  Gofpel  our  Saviour  himfUf 
Luke  KiT.  exprefles  by  the  preaching  in  hia  name  repentance,  and 
hSaW.ai.  remiffion   of  fns   in  all  nations:   and.  Repent,  St.  Peter 
'"■"■""■  preached,  and  let   every  one  of  you  be  baptized:   and, 
Repent,  faid  he  again,  and  return,  that  your  Jins  may  ii 
ASiTi.  IS.  blotted  out:   and.  Then  to  the  Gentiles,  fay  thofe  in  the 
A£tg,  hath  God  given  repentance  unto  life  j  which  fignifiei 
the  fame  with  that  other  expreflion  concerning  the  fame 
Aai  lY.  9-  perfons,   God's  having  purified  their  hearts'  by  faith  j  in 
which  places  I  take  repentance  to  import  the  fame  thing 
with  faith ;  b^ng  in  eflTecl:  nothing  dfe,  but  Itncere  em- 
bracing CbrilUan  religion.    Now  the  word  faith  it  tfaoB 
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extended  (beyond  its  natural  and  primary  force)  to  com-  SERM. 
prehend  fuch  a  compliance  of  will,  or  purpofe  of  obedi-      1^. 
enoe,  becaufe  this  doth  naturally  arife  from  a  perfua(ion  ' 

oonceming  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel,  if  it  be  real  and  firong 
enough,  in  that  degree,  which  Chriftianity  requires,  and 
fnppofes  to  the  eSedis  mentioned  in  the  Gofpel ;  if  it  be 
h  ff  xopSia,  in  the  heart,  (or  a  hearty  faith,)  as  St.  Paul  Rom.  x.  6. 
ipeaks ;  if  it  be  fuch  as  Philip  exads  of  the  Eunuch,  a 
tdkf  kg  SXi|f  TTtS  xapUetfy  from  the  whole  heart;  if  it  have  Afhviii.a;. 
that  due  plerophory,  that  ftability,  that  folidity,  which  "a^.*";';!^' 
the  Apoftks   fpeak   d^  for   a  weak,  faint,  (light,  ill-  i^- 
groonded^  ill-rooted  opinion  concerning  the  truth  of  the  coi.  I.  aa. ' 
Golpel,  (fuch  as  tho-fe  in  another  cafe  had,  whom  our  Sa-  !'•  *•  7- 
viour  rebuked  with  a  r/  $aXo/  Irf,  ^XiyoVifoi ;  fVht/  are  ye  s  Cor.  viii. 
fearfulj  O  yefmall  in  faith  P  fuch  as  St.  Peter  had,  when  j^^^^j    ... 
our  Saviour  faid  to  him,  IXiyinci^j  mU  rl  f8iV«o-0t;;  0  thou  of^e.  xiv.  ai. 
fmdl  faith,  why  didfi  thou  doubt?  which  faith  could  not 
Keep  them  nor  him  from  (inking ;  not  fuch  as  thofe  had, 
wiio  heard  the  word,  and  gladly  received  it ;  but  wanted  Matt  xiii. 
f^t^fh  that  J  when  perfecution  or  qffli&ion  did  arife  for  the  ^^' 
irord,  they  were  prefently  fcandalized ;  not  fuch  a  faith  as 
thoie  many  rulers  had,  who  are  faid  to  have  believed  tn  •^ohnxii. 
J^us,  hut  for  fear  of  the  Pharifees  did  not  confefs  him;  not 
filch  as  Simon  Magus  had,  who  is  faid  to  have  believed 
PhHip,  but  to  no  good  eflfeA,  becaufe  his  heart  was  not  Aas  viii. 
fighi  before  God;  he  having  not  thoroughly  refolved  to     ' 
obey  the  Gofpel;  not  fuch  as  Agrippa  had,  whom  St. 
hul  had  almojl  perfuaded  to  be  a  Chriftian) — thefe  forts  Aas  zxvl. 
of  fisuth  are,  in  comparifon  to  that  we  fpeak  of,  but  equi-  ^^* 
vocally  fo  called :  it  includes  a  firm  refolution  to  perform 
careRdly  all  the  duties  enjoined  to  Chriftians,  to  undergo 
patiently  all  the  cro(res  incident  to  Chriftianity ;  it  is  the 
fiune  with  becoming  a  difciple  of  Chrift,  which  a  man 
camiot  be  without  renouncing  all  other  interefls  and  con- 
cernments, without  denying  one's  felf  forfaking  all  and  Matt.  x. 
following  him;  without  taking  his  yoke  upon  him,  going ^^^^[^^'^^ 
after  J  and  bearing  his  crofs :  it  fuppofes  (as  our  Saviour  xiv.  26,  27. 
alfb  teaches  us)  that  a  man  hath  caft  up  with  himfelf  the  Matt.  xiii. 
gain  and  lofs  he  is  like  to  receive  by  the  bargain,  ^^^i**r^\^ 

H  3  28,31. 
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SERM.  being  fatisfied  therein,  to  contra£l^na^/!(iR  with  God;  that 

IV.      a  mao  hath  weighed  all  the  paiiis  and  dangers  he  fludl  bv 

put  upon  by  entering  into  this  warfare,  and  fo  refolvedly 

a  Theff.  ii.  to  adventure  upon  it  j  it  is  produ^ve  of  Uoe  to  the  tmtM^ 

(iCor.  liii.yu  of  love  to  God,  and  charity  to  men,  without  which 

?^  ^     .  all  Caith  is  unprofitable  and  iDeflbd;ual,  aa  St.  Paul  teacbcf 

us.     In  fliort,  this  futh  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  true,  lierioii% 

refolute   embracing    ChriClianity  j    not  only  being  pcs^ 

fuaded  that  all  the  do&rkies  of  Chrifi  are  true,  but  fub- 

mitting  to  his  v^iU  and  command  in  all  tlungs  ^. 

But  to  prevent  midakee,  and  fftnove  obje^oua,  I  (hafl 
yet  further  obferve, 

That  this  faith  hath,  although  not  an  adequate,  yet  a 

peculiar  refpeA  unto  that  part  of  Chriftiao  truth,  which 

concerns  the  mercifiil  intentions  of  God  toward  mankinj^ 

and  the  gracious  perfomiances  of  our  Saviour  in  order  to 

the  accomplilhing  them ;  the  proniifes  of  pardon  to  our 

(ins,  and  rcdoral  into  God's  favour  upon  the  terms  pro* 

pounded  in  the  Gofpel,  of  fincere  faith  and  repentance ; 

9  Cor.  T.     whence  the  Gofpel  is  called  Kayas  xaroUaT^;,  (the  word  of 

'  reconciliation ;)  and  this  is  exprelTed  as  a  fummary  of  tlw 

apoftolic  miniflry  or  mcl&ge ;  that  God  was  in  Ckryi  rv* 

Luke  zxiv.  conciiing  the  world,  not  imputing  their  fins :  and  this  cue 

Saviour  did  order  in  efpecial  manner  to  be  preached  in 

his  name;   this  accordingly  they  did  niainly  propound 

Adi*. 31.  and  inculcate;   that   God  had  exalted  Je/us  to  his  right 

ftand  as  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  unit 

ASi  X.  43.  Jfrael,  and  remiffion  of  fins  ;  that  hejhould  receive  remigkm 

KBm  ziii.    of  fins,  whoever  did  believe  in  his  name :  Lat  it  he  knoum 

■  ur>v-     v.nto  you,  brethren,  that  by  this  man  remiffion  of  fins  U 

J.LU1TW.     •  denounced  unto  you  ;  (fo  did  they  preach.)    Whence  thii 

Rom.  iii.     faith  is  (fignartter)  called  belief  in  the  blood  of  Chrifi :  iif 

'*■  deed,  of  all  Christian  doctrines,  this  is  moft  proper  firfl  toba 

propounded  and  perfuaded,  as  the  moft  attractive  to  tha 

belief  of  the  rell ;  mofl  encouraging  and  comfortable  to 

Sam.  iii.    men ;  moft  apt  to  procure  glory  to  God  by  the  illi^ratioa 

9«.  XT.  9. 

Eph,  i.  6. 

'  Credne  It  in  Chriftum  quomoJo  dint,  <\a\  non  Tacil  quod  ChriAus  Ik- 
cece  pTKcepii  ?    Cj^r,  Jt  Uit,  Kt. 
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rflus  principal  attributes,  bis  juftice  and  his  goodnefs;  SERM. 
mfOk  fuitable  to  the  fiate  of  things  between  God  and  1^* 
MB  3  for  men  being  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  and  enmity  to- 
vud  God,  in  order  to  their  reducement  and  recovery 
dunce,  it  was  moft  proper,  that  in  the  firft  place  an  over- 
lire  of  mercy  and  pardon  ihould  be  made,  an  a&  of  ob- 
firion  llioukl  be  pafled  and  propounded  to  them :  yet  are 
ibC  thefe  propofitions  and  promifes  the  adequate  or  entire 
olgeA  of  this  lEuth ;  for  other  articles  of  faith  are  often 
propounded  in  a  collateral  order  with  thofe ;  yea  fome- 


Cl  dsies  (as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Eunuch)  others  are  exprefled,  A6b  viii. 
when  that  is  not  mendoned,  but  only  underftood :  neither  ^'|q.  ,,  9. 

i    if  any  one  (hould  believe  all  the  do&rines  of  that  kind,  if 

b  he  did  not  withal  believe  that  Jefus  is  his  Lord,  and  (hall 
be  his  Judge ;  that  there  (hall  be  a  refurredion  of  the 
dead,  and  a  judgment  to  come,  with  the  like  fundamental 
vanities  of  our  religion,  would  he  be  a  believer  in  this 
faife. 
7.  I  obferve  farther,  that  this  faith  doth  relate  only  to 

y    propofitions  revealed  by  God  <*,  (or  at  leaft  deduced  from 
principfes  of  reafon,  fuch  as  are,  that  there  is  a  God ;  that 
God  is  good,  veracious,  and  faithful ;  that  our  religion  is 
tnie  in  the  grofs ;  that  the  holy  Scriptures  were  written 
bylXvine  infpiration ;  which  propofitions  we  believe  upon 
ntional  grounds  and  motives,)  not  unto  other  propofitions 
conoeming  particular  matter  of  faA,  fubjed  to  private 
ooafcience  or  experience ;  nor  to  any  conclufions  depend- 
ing upon  fuch  propofitions.    For  infiance,  it  is  a  part  of  this 
Utb,  to  believe  that  God  is  merciful  and  gracious,  that 
he  bears  good-will  unto,  and  is  difpofed  to  pardon,  every 
peniteBt  finner;  or  (which  is  all  one)  that  fuppofing  a 
man  doth  believe,  and  hath  repented,  God  doth  a£lually 
Io?e  bim,  and  doth  foi^ve  his  fins ;  this  is,  I  fay,  indeed 
s  part  of  the  faith  we  fpeak  of,  its  object  being  part  of 
the  Gofpel  revealed  unto  us :  but  the  being  perfuaded 
that  God  doth  love  me,  or  hath  pardoned  my  fins,  or  that 

'  Fides  dictty  parata  funt  magpoa  ct  inoonprehenflbirMi  dona  a  Deo  fideli- 
boi  fail :  didt  fpe%  mibi  Ukt  iMoa  fiervantur ;  cfaarilM  didl^  cono  ego  ad 
ilia.     Berm, 

H4 


104  Of  jujtifying  Faith. 

SERM.  I  aiu  in  a  (late  of  favour  with  God,  may,  as  my  circtuli*  i 
IV.      (lances  may  be,  not  be  my  duty ;  however  it  is  no  part  a^<1 
this  faith,  but  a  matter  of  opinion,  dependent  upon  privaM  j 
experience :  for  fuch  a  perfua(ion  muft  be  grounded  upoat 
my  being  confcious  to  myfelf  of  having  truly  and  tho*  : 
roughly  repented,  (this  being  required  by  God,  as  a  ne^  | 
ce(rary  condition  toward  my  obtaining  pardon  and  his  fiir  \ 
vour;)  of  having  performed  which  duty  I  may  prefunvi^  j 
when  it  is  falfe,  (and  therefore  cannot  then  be  obliged  ta 
believe  it,)  and  may  doubt,  when  it  is  true ;  and  that  nol 
without  good  reafon,  con(idering  the  blindnefs  and  fidlif 
Jer.  xvii.  g.bility  of  man's  mind,  and  that  man's  heart  is  deceiifii 
above  all  things^  as  the  Prophet  tells  us :  upon  which  bx>  . 
count  then  a  man  may  not  be  obliged  to  have  fuch  a  pai  . 
fuafion.     It  is  indeed  a  great  fault  to  doubt,  or  diftruft,  oi  i . 
that  hand  which  concerns  God ;  about  his  goodnefs,  his  . 
truth,  his  wifdom,  or  power :  but  it  is  not  always  (pel*  i- 
haps  not  commonly)  blameable  to  quedion  a  man's  owa  l 
qualifications,  or  his  own  performances,  whether  in  kind  | 
or  degree  they  be  anfwerable  to  what  God  requires  *  \ 
that  is  inconfiftent  with  true  faith,  but  this  not :  we  can- 
not have  any  good  religious  afie^lions  toward  God,  if  we 
do  not  take  him  to  be  our  gracious  Father;  but  we  may. 
have  in  us  fuch  afie£lions  toward  hun,  and  he  may  be  fii- 
vourably  difpofed  toward  us,  when  we  fufpe&  ourfelves 
Luke  XV.    to  be  untoward  children,  unworthy  (as  the  prodigal  fon  tb 
the  Gofpel  confelTed  himfelf)  to  he  called  the  Jons  of  Gpi^ 
Matt.  viii.  The  Ccnturion  in  the  Gofpel  did  confefs  himfelf  untuortkl 
'     '        that  Chri/i  Jhould  eider  under  his  roof:  but  he  declaroi 
his  perfuafion,  that  if  Chri/i  Jhould  only  fpeak  a  wordy  Us 
child  Jhould  be  healed;  and  our  Saviour  thereupon  pro- 
fefles,  that  he  had  not  found  fo  much  faith  in  IfraeL    To 
the  blind  men  imploring  his  relief,  our  Saviour  puts  the 
Matt  iz.    quedion.  Do  ye  believe  that  lean  do  this  P  They  anfwereiy 
Vid.^Matt.  ^^>  Lord :  he  required  no  more  of  them ;  but  faid  there- 
atv.  27.       upon.  According  to  your  faith  let  it  be  done  unto  you. 

*  Qui  perfeveraverit  ufque  ad  fincm,  hie  falvus  erit;  quicquid  ante  Bnem 
fuerit,  gradus  eft,  quo  ad  faftigium  falutis  afcendltur,  non  termmusy  quo  jam 
culminis  fumma  tencatur,  &c.     Cypr,  de  Unit,  Eccl,  p.  a^g. 
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koA  that  for  which  Abraham  the  father  of  believers,  his  SERM. 
■th  is  reprefented  fo  acceptable  is,  his  firm  pcrfuafion      IV. 
nooeming  God's  power;  becavfcj  faith  St.  Paul,  he  had  a  hq,„^  |y^ 
riero^&ory,  that  what  was  promi/edj  God  was  able  to  P^^'^*^^: 
frrm  ;  by  doing  thus,  he  was  a  beRever,  and  thereby  gave  ^xn^tp^n- ' 
fhry  to  God,  as  the  Apoftle  there  adds.     If  we  do  not  ^j^^  .^ 
then  diftruft  God,  we  may  have  ikith,  although  we  diftruilai. 
ourfelves.     It  is  true  (generally  and  abfolutely  fpeaking) 
we  fliould  endeavour  fo  fully  and  clearly  to  repent,  and  to 
pcfform  whatever  God  requires  of  us,  that  we  may  thence 
Kqidre  a  good  hope  concerning  our  ftate ;  we  fliould  la- 
ixMir,  that  our  hearts  may  not  condemn  us  of  any  prefump-  Col.  i.  33. 
100118  tranlgreffing  our  duty,  and  confequently,  that  we ,  johnUi.' 
may  become  in  a  manner  confident  of  God's  favour  to- ^i* 
imd  U8 :  but  when  we  have  done  the  befl  we  can,  even 
arisen  vire  are  not  confcious  of  %ny  enormous  fault  or  de- 
feft,  yet  we  may  confider  with  St.  Paul,  that  we  are  not  1  Cor.iv.^. 
thereby  jnjlified,  but  abide  liable  to  the  more  certain  cog- 
nance   and  judgment  of  God,  who  feeth  not  as  man  1  Sam.  ztI. 
fidh^  that  we  are  not  capable,  or  competent  judges  of  ^* 
ourfelves  5  nor  are  ever  the  better  for  thinking  well  of 
oarfelves ;  fince,  as  St.  Paul  tells  us  again,  he  is  not  ap-  2  Cor.  x. 
proved  that  commends  himfelfy  but  whom  the  Lord  com-^^' 
mendeth:  for  that,  deli&a  fua  quis  intelligitP  who  caTtpr.  six.  12. 
Aoffmghly  underjland  and  /can  hi^own  errors?  JVho  can^^^'^^^' 
fag  J I  have  made  my  heart  clean.  Lam  purged  of  my  Jin  P 
Who  can  know,  (if  the  Pfalmifl  implieth  that  he  could 
not,)  until  God  hath  fearched  him,  and  difcovers  it,  whe-  Pf.  cuziz. 
iher  there  be  anyfecret  way  ofwickednefs  in  him;  whether^*' 
lie  be  fufficiently  grieved  for  having  offended  God,  fully 
hnmbled  under  the  fenfe  of  his  (ins,  thoroughly  refolved 
to  amend  his  life  ?  However,  it  often  happens  that  true 
fidth  and  fincere  repentance  are  in  degree  very  defe£tive ; 
in  which  cafe  we  may,  without  prejudicing  the  truth  of  Mjt  i^^nu- 
our  fiuth,  fufpe£i  the  worfl;  yea,  I  conceive  it  is  morefjjj'*^^ 
£de  and  commendable  fo  to  do  ' :  if  in  any,  then  chiefly,  i^om.  xi. 
I  fuppofe,  in  this  mod  important  and  critical  affair,  the 

^  Naaqaam  eft  de  ialute  propria  mens  fecnra  fapientis.   Sah.  ad  EceL  Cath, 
]ib.ii« 
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SERM.  ture  previous  and  prerequifite  thereto ;  it  is  therefore  M 
IV.      qijired  before  baptifm^  in  which  remiffion  of  fins  is  od| 

'  """figned:  God  juftifies^  accepts,  and  pardons  him,  that 
been  impious,  but  not  him  that  is  an  infidel.  This  is 
method  plainly  declared  in  Scripture ;  wherefore  if 
implies  a  perfuafion  that  God  hath  remitted  our  fini 
muft  imply  an  antecedent  faith,  (even  a  juftifying 
antecedent  to  itfelf,)  or  that  we  believe  before  we 
And  are  juftified  before  we  are  juAified.  I  add,  that 
this  notion  many,  or  moft  (I  will  not,  after  the  coancil 
Trent,  fay  all)  humble  and  modeft  Chriftians  are  exd 
from  being  believers;  even  all  thofe  who  are  not  con 
of  their  own  fincerity  and  fanftity,  and  confequently 
not  be  aflured  of  their  Handing  in  God's  favour :  and  idj 
the  other  fide,  the  moft  prefumptuous  and  fanatical  ftm^ 
of  people  are  moft  certainly  the  trueft  and  ftrongeft  W 
lie  vers,  as  moft  partaking  of  the  moft  eflential  properM 
thereof,  according  to  that  notion ;  for  of  all  men  liviflf^ 
fuch  are  wont  to  be  moft  aflured  of  God's  efpecial  loM 
unto  them,  and  confident  that  their  fins  are  pardoned:  etf^ 
perience  fufliciently  ftiews  this  to  be  true,  and  confer 
quently  that  fuch  a  notion  of  faith  cannot  be  good. 

Much  Icfs  is  that  notion  of  faith  right,  which  definift 
faith  to  be  a  firm  and  certain  knowledge  of  God's  etenial 
good-will  toward  us  particularly,  and  that  we  (hall  be 
faved';  which  notion  (taught  in  the  beginning  of  the  Re!- 
formation,  by  a  man  of  greateft  name  and  au&ority} 
was  thus  lately  exprefled  by  the  Profeflbrs  of  Leyden  ki 
their  Synopjis  purioris  TheologicB:  ^  Faith  (they  fay  in  their 
definition  thereof)   is  a  firm  ajfent — by  which  every  b^ 


*  Cah,  Injt,  lib.  vii.  %.  7*  ct  38.  compar.  Nunc  jufta  fidei  definitio  nolJi 
conllabit,  fi  dicamus  efle  divinae  erga  nos  benevolentiae  firmain  cerumqw 
Cognitionem,  &c. 

Jam  in  divina  benevolentia  quam  refpicere  dicitur  fides,  intelligimiis  &■ 
lutis  ac  vitae  seternae  polfeffionem  obtineri,  &c. 

k  -^firmus  aflenfus— <iuo  certafiducia  in  Deo  acquiefcens  firmiter  unttfi|aif 
que  fidelis  ftatuit,  non  folum  promiflum  efle  credentibus  in  gcnere  remifr 
oncm  peccatoram,  fed  fibi  in  particulari  conceflum,  aetemamque  juftitiami  d 
ex  ea  ritam^  &c. 
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viih  a  certain  iru/l  re/ling  in  God,  is  perfuaded  not  SERM. 

It  remiffion  ofjins  is  in  general  promifed  to  them      ^^' 

lieue,  but  is  granted  to  hvmfelf  particularly^  and 

righteoufnefsj  and  from  it  life,  by  the  mercy  of  Godj 

Vhich  notion  feems  to  be  very  uncomfortable^  as 

g  every  man  from  the  company  of  believers^  who 

sr  ignorant  or  doubtful^  not  only  concerning  his 

I  but  his  final  date}  who  hath  not)  not  only  a  good 

9  but  a  certain  knowledge  of  his  prefent  fincerity 

^ty ;  yea,  not  only  of  this,  but  of  his  future  con* 

irfeverance  therein :  fo  that  if  a  man  be  not  fure  he 

spented)  he  is  (according  to  this  notion)  fure  that 

h  not  repented;  and  is  no  believer.     How  many 

eople  mud  this  do£trine  difcourage  and  perplex ! 

dOve  it;  we  may  confider^  i.  that  it  altogether  in- 

od  confounds  the  order  of  things  declared  in  Scrip- 

rherein  faith  (as  we  obferved  before)  is  fet  before 

ng  God's  good-will;  as  a  prerequifite  condition 

> ;  and  is  made  a  means  of  falvation^  {without  faiih  Heb.  xi.  a. 

fmp^ble  to  pleafe  God:  By  grace  we  are  faved,^^^'^X 

h  faith.)     And  if  we  muft  believe  before  God  loves 

ith  fuch  a  love  as  we  fpeak  of,)  and  before  we  can 

sd ;  then  muft  we  know  that  we  believe^  before  we 

\ow  that  God  loves  uS;  or  that  we  (hall  be  faved ; 

Hifequently  we  muft  indeed  believe  before  we  can 

that  God  loves  us;  or  that  we  (hall  be  (aved.    But 

)£brine  makes  the  knowledge  of  God's  love  and  of 

on  in  nature  antecedent  to  faith;  as  being  an  eflential 

ient  into  it ;  which  is  prepofterous.     Confider  this 

of  difcourfe :  a  man  cannot  know  that  he  believes; 

lit  be  does  believe;  this  is  certain:  a  man  cannot 

that  he  (liall  be  faved;  without  knowing  he  doth 

t  s  this  is  alfo  ccrt^dn :  for  upon  what  ground;  from 

evidence  can  he  know  his  falvation,  but  by  knowing 

th  ?  But  again  backward  :  &  man;  fay  they;  cannot 

5  (and  confequently  not  know  that  he  believes) 

ut  being  aflured  of  his  lalvation.     What  an  inextri- 

maze  and  confufion  is  here !   This  do£trine  indeed 

majke  the  knowledge  of  a  future  event  to  be  the 
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SERH.  Caufe  of  its  b»ng  future ;  it  fuppofes  God  to  become  cm 

^^'      friend  (as  Abraham  was  by  his  faith)  by  otir  knowng 

Jama  ii.     that  he  is  our  friend  ;  it  makes  us  to  obtain  a  reward  bjf 

93-  knowing  that  we  (hall  obtain  it ;  it  fuppofea  the  afliinali 

of  our  coming  to  a  journey's  end,  to  be  the  way  of  get^ 

ting  thither;    which  who  can   conceive  intelli^bl^  of 

Jobn  nii.   true  7  Our  Saviour  doth  indeed  tell  us,  that  it  u  the  waf 

3, 8.         iQ  life  everlalUng  (or  conducible  to  the  attaining  h)  fe|i 

know  (that  is,  to  believe,  as  it  is  inteipreted  in  the  8dl^ 

verfe  of  that  chapter ;  for  what  upon  good  grovmds  wt] 

are  perfuaded  of,  or  judge  true,  we  may  be  faid  to  knoi^  i 

llu  true  God,  and  Jejns  Ckrtfl,  whom  he  hathjint :  but  h* ' 

doth  not  lay,  it  is  life  everlafting  (or  conduciUe  to  tlM  I 

obtaining  it)  to  know,  that  we  iliall  have  life  ereilaniiigi 

that  were  fcHuewhat  ftrange  to  fay.    St.  Peter  exhorts  M' 

9  kt.  i.  10.  to  u/e  diligeMe  to  make  our  calUng  and  eleHion  furtf  (or 

firm,  and  lUble :)  but  he  doth  not  bid  us  know  it  to  bv 

fure.    If  we  did  know  it  to  be  fo,  what  need  (faould  w« 

have  to  make  it  fo  i  yea,  how  could  we  make  it  fo  ?  His 

,        doth  not  enjoin  us  to  be  fure  of  it  in  our  opinion,  but  ts 

fecure  it  in  the  event  by  lincere  obedience,  and  a  holy 

life ;  by  fo  imptefling  this  perfuafion  upon  our  minds,  b 

rooting  the  love  of  God  and  his  truth  in  our  hearts,  that 

no  temptation  may  be  able  to  fubvert  our  futh,  or  to 

jduck  out  our  charity. 

3.  This  notion  plainly  fuppofi:s  the  truth  of  that  doc- 
trine, that  no  man  being  once  in  God's  fovour,  can  evW 
qiute  lofe  it;  the  truth  of  which  I  (hall  not  conteft  no«i 
(nor  allege  the  many  clear  paflages  of  Scripture,  nor  tbs 
whole  tenor  of  the  Gofpel,  nor  the  unanimous  confibl 
of  all  Chritlendom  for  fifteen  hundred  years  a^oft  \t^ 
but  fliall  only  take  notice,  that  their  notion  of  futh  necaf- 
farily  prefuppofing  the  truth  of  this  doftmie,  is  yet  there-' 
by  everted :  for  it  follows  thence,  that  no  man,  who  doth 
not  aflent  to  that  do&rinc,  is,  or  can  be  a  believer ;  for  he 
that  is  not  allured  of  the  truth  of  that  opinion  (although 
we  fuppofe  him  afTured  of  his  prefent  fincerity,  and  being 
in  a  ftate  of  grace)  cannot  know  that  he  ftiall  be  laved : 
fo  that  only  fuch  as  agree  viith  them  in  that  opinion  can 
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beUevera^  which  is  fomewhat  hard^  or  rather  very  ab-  SERM. 
d.    And  to  aggravate  this  inconvenience,  I  adjoin,  3.     IV. 
ity  according  to  their  notion,  fcarce  any  man,  (except  " 

ne  have  had  an  efpecial  revelation  concerning  their  fal- 
ikm,)  before  the  late  alterations  in  Chridendom,  was  a 
Kever ;  for  before  that  time  it  hardly  appears,  that  any 
HI  did  believe,  as  they  do,  that  a  man  cannot  fall  irom 
WBt ;  and  therefore  fcarce  any  man  could  be  aflured, 
at  he  (kould  be  laved  3  and  therefore  fcarce  any  man 
«]d  be  a  believer  in  their  fenfe. 

St.  Auguftine  himfelf  (whofe  fuppofed  patronage  (lands  De  Corr.  ec 
em  in  fo  much  ftead  upon  other  occaiions)  hath  often  ^'',^P'  ^* 
Ermed,  that  divers  have  had  given  them  that  faith,  thatDe  bon. 
larity,  that  juftification,  wherein  if  they  had  died,  they^j^  ^3,^^ 
ouM  have  been  faved ;  who  yet  were  not  faved :  which 
Sfffons  furely,  when  they  were  in  that  good  ftate,  (ad- 
itting  them,  according  to  St.  Auguftine's  fuppofid,  to 
ive  been  in  it,)  were  as  capable  of  knowing  their  falva- 
on,  as  any  other  man  can  be ;  yea,  St.  Auguftine  him- 
if  (confickring  that  accidere  cuiquam  quod  potejly  cuivis 
tUefif  what  was  another  man's  cafe  might  be  his,  there 
dng  no  ground  of  difference)  could  not  be  more  fure  of 
u  own  lalvation  at  any  time,  than  fuch  perfons  were  at 
bit  time:  according  to  St.  Auguftine's  judgment  there- 
bit,  no  man  could  know  that  he  fhould  be  faved,  (his 
ibation  depending  upon  perfeverance,  which  in  his  opi- 
noQ  not  being  given  to  all,  muft  as  to  our  knowledge^ 
vbuever  it  might  be  in  refpe£l  to  God's  decree,  be  con- 
ingeat  and  uncertain)— it  follows,  I  fay,  upon  his  fuppo- 
idODs,  yea  he  exprefsly  affirms  it ;  lib.  ii.  de  bono  Perf. 
kgve,  iays  he,  uirum  quifque  hoc  {perfeverantitB)  munus 
tnperity  quamdiu  kanc  vilam  duett,  incerium  ejl:  IVhether 
By  hajue  received  this  gift  of  perfeverance  while  he  leads 
ids  life,  is  uncertain.    ^  Wherefore  St.  Auguftine  could 

k  —fiec  fibi  qnifqtte  ita  nocus  eft,  ut  (it  dc  foa  craftina  converiatione  r«< 
im.    Amg,  Ep.  lai.  «/  Prebam, 

In  hoc  muiidOy  et  in  hac  vita  nulla  anima  poffit  cife  fecura.    Ibid. 
Quamdia  Yivimus,  in  certamine  fumus,  ct  qoanidiu  in  certamine^  nulla 
!iU  cR  viAoria.     Uitr.  adv.  Pelag,  ii.  3. 
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SERM.  not  be  atTured  of  his  own  fklvaUon;  and  therefore  (ao-' 
tV>      cording  to  thefe  men's  fenfe)  he  was  no  believer,  no  Chiif-' 
tian;  which  I  fappofe  yet  they  will  not  aflert,  though  tb 
be  fo  plainly  coDfcquent  on  their  own  pofition.     I  mif^Agi. 
4.  a(k  of  them,  if  a  man  fliould  confefe  ingenuouily,  that 
although  he  did  hope  for  mercy  from  God  in  that  daj^ 
yet  that  he  was  not  affured  of  his  falvation,  whether  fuck 
a  perfoQ  fhould  be  rejected  from  ChriHian  commimion, 
no  believer.     It  feems,  according  to  their  notion  of  &ith^ 
he  (hould ;  fmcc  by  his  own  (in  this  particular  iniidlibk^i 
judgment,  it  is  notorious  that  he,  as  being  no  believer, 
hath  no  title  unto,  or  intereft  in,  the  privileges  of  Chriffir 
anity  :  but  this  proceeding  would  very  much  depopulttft 
the  Church,  and  banilh  irom  it,  I  fear,  the  bed  (the  mek 
humble  and  modefl,  yea  the  wifefl  and  foberefl)  memben 
thereof. 

But  fo  much  I  think  fuffices  for  the  removal  of  tbtt 
new  harfli  notion,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it. 
Vid.  Amef.      There  is  another  more  new  than  that,  devifed  by  fbm^  \ 
Med.  lib.  i.  (who  perceived  the  inconveniences  of  the  fonner  notkniy'  i 
Chciiius     yet,  it  feems,  did  affefl  to  fubllitute  fome  new  fine  oneift  j 
Mm  oWec-  ^^^^  room,)  which  if  it  be  not  fo  plainly  falfe,  yet  is,  it  ' 
tarn,  ^nr/ feems,  more  obfcure  and  intricate:  it  is  this  ;   that  faith  t( 
not  an  affent  to  propoliuons  of  any  kind,  but  a  recuffl*.' 
bcncy,  leaning,  refting,  rolling  upon,  adhercncy  to  (for  ' 
they  exprefs  therafelves  in  thefe  fcveral  terms,  and  otboE . 
like  them)  the  perfon  of  Chrift ;  or,  an  apprehending  andr  - 
applying  to  ourfelves  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift ;  his  pet* 
fon   itfelf,   and  his   righteoufnefs,   as  fimplc    incomplcx 
things ;  not  any  proportion  (that  they  exprefsly  cautioa 
againft)  are  the  objeAs,  fay  they,  of  our  faith :  they  com-, 
pare  our  faith  to  a  hand  that  lays  hold  upon  Chrift,  ani 
applies  his  righteoufnefs ;  and  to  an  eye  that  looks  upoO' 
him,  and  makes  him  prcfent  to  us ;  and  by  looking  oa 
him  (as  on  the  brazen  fcrpent)  cures  us.     But  this  notion 
is  fo  intricate,  thefe  phrafes  are  fo  unintelligible,  that  I 
fcarcc  believe  the  devifers  of  them  did  themfelves  know 
what  they  meant  by   them ;  I  do  not,  I  am  fure :  for 
what  it  is  for  one  body  to  lean  upon,  or  to  be  rolled  on 
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r;*  wfiat  for  one  body  to  reach  at,  and  lay  hold  SERUt. 
mother;  what  it  is  to  apply  a  garment  to  one's  1^* 
>r  a  fidve  to  one's  wounds,  I  can  eafily  underftand :  "■~""""" 
at  it  is  for  a  man's  mind  to  lean  upon  a  perfon, 
wiSk  than  by  aflenting  unto  fome  propofition  he 
or  relying  upon  fome  promife  he  makes,)  to  apply 
'9  otherwife  than  by  confenting  to  fome  propofition 
UDg  that  thing,  I  cannot  apprehend,  or  reach ; 
\  not,  as  we  noted  before,  any  faculty  or  operation 
ui's  mind,  which  anfwers  the  intent  of  fuch  notions 
lies.  Let  me  put  this  cafe :  Suppofe  a  great  pro- 
ad  generally  revolted  from  its  fovereign,  whereby 
Dific  thereof  had  all  deferved  extreme  punifhment 
i  to  fuch  an  offence;  but  that  the  king,  moved 
Lty^  and  upon  the  interceffion  of  his  only  beloved 
jgether  with  a  fatisfa£lion  offered  and  performed 
If)  fliould  refolve  to  grant  a  general  pardon  to 
iipon  juft,  and  fit,  and  withal  very  eafy  terms ;  and 
Mr  the  execution  of  this  gracious  purpofe  toward 
le  (hould  depute  and  fend  his  fon  -himfelf  among 

0  treat  with  them,  by  him  declaring  his  merciful 
ms  toward  them,  with  the  conditions,  upon  com- 

wherewith,  all,  or  any  of  them,  (hould  be  par- 
thnr  offence,  and  received  into  favour ;  thofe  con- 
being,  fuppofe  it,  that  firff  they  (hould  receive  and 
dedge  his  fon  for  fuch  as  he  profefled  himfelf  to 
s  king's  fon  indeed,  who  truly  brought  fuch  a  mef- 
ito  them  from  his  majefty ;)  then  that  they  (hould 
y  refolve  with  themfelves,  and  folemnly  engage  to 
unto  their  due  allegiance ;  undertaking  faithfully 
r  after  to  obferve  thofe  laws,  which  the  faid  prince 
ather's  name  (hould  propound  unto  them.  Sup- 
rtber,  that  the  prince  in  purfuance  of  this  commif- 
i  defign,  being  come  into  the  country,  (hould  there 

1  about  officers  of  his,  enjoining  them  to  difcover 
mt  of  bis  coming,  what  he  offered,  and  upon  what 

withal^  empowering  them  in  his  name  to  receive 
who  complied^  into  favour,  declaring  them  par* 
,  IV.  *     1 
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SERM.  doned  of  all  their  offences,  and  reftoied  to  the  benefit  of 
^^-      the  king's  prote£lion,  and  all  the  privileges  of  loyal  fid>- 
je&a  I  fuppofe  now,  that  thefe  officers  fliould  go  to  tk> 
people,  and  fpeak  to  them  in  this  manner:  The  Jaog 
makes  an  overture  of  pardon  and  &vouT  mito  yon^  npM 
condition,  that  any  one  of  you  will  recumb,  reft,  len . 
upon,  or  roll  himfelf  upon  the  perfon  of  hit  fc»,  {nt  i 
upon  his  perfon,  not  only  rely  upon  his  word,  thftt  yen  | 
are  to  underiland,)  or  in  cafe  you  will  lay  hold  upon  and  I 
apply  to  yourfelves  his  fon's  righteoufnefi,  by  wMdihi  ] 
hath  procured  of  the  king  his  father  this  mercy  and  fr«  ' 
vour  for  you,  (not  only  being  perfuaded  that  he  hath  pa-  , 
formed  thus  much  for  you,  this  is  not  enough ;)  do  jm 
think  thefe  mellengers  fhould  thus  well  exprefs  then- 
felves,  or  perform  their  meffage  handlbmely  and  with  id^ 
vantage  ?  Should  not  they  do  much  better,  laying  afib  ': 
fuch  words  of  metaphor  and  myftery,  to  fpeak  in  plaia 
language;  telling  them,  that  their  king's  fon  (by  pbin 
characters  difcemible  to  be  truly  fuch)  was  come  amrag 
them  ujion  fuch  an  intention;  that  if  they  would  acknow* 
ledge  him,  and  undertake  thereafter  to  obey  htm,  tb^ 
fliould  receive  a  full  pardon,  with  divers  other  great  fit* 
vours  and  advantages  thereby?  The  cafe  is  apparently fi> 
like  to  that  which  {lands  between  God  and  man,  and  doth 
fo  fully  refemble  the  nature  of  the  evangeUcal  difpoA- 
tion,  that  I  need  not  make  any  application,  or  ufe  any 
more  argument  to  refute  that  notion :  I  Ihall  only  kjt 
that  I  conceive  thefe  new  phrafes,  for  fuch  they  are,  not 
known  to  ancient  Chritiians,  nor  delivered,  either  in  tcBDi 
or  fenfe,  in  Scripture ;  for  the  places  alleged  in  finvonr  or 
proof  of  them  by  Ames,  one  of  the  firft  broachers  of  then, 
(all,  we  may  prefume,  tliat  they  could  find  anywife  fcem- 
iiig  to  favour  their  notion,}  do  not,  as,  if  time  would  per- 
mit, might  eafily  be  (hewed,  import  any  fuch  thing,  but 
are  ftrangely  mifapplied — that,  I  fay,  thefe  phrafes  do 
much  obfcure  the  nature  of  this  great  duty,  and  make 
tile  ftatc  of  things  in  the  Gofpcl  more  difficult  and  daik 
tlian  it  truly  is ;  and  thereby  feem  to  be  of  bod  confe- 


qnence,  being  apt  to  beget  in  people  both  dangerous  pre*  SERM. 
iboiptions  and  fad  perplexities:  for  they  hearing  that  they  IV. 
an  only,  or  mainly  bound  to  have  fuch  a  recumbency 
f//oti  Chrift,  or  to  make  fuch  an  application  of  his  rigfat- 
eoufiiefBy  they  be^n  (accordingly  as  they  take  themfelves 
to  be  cUcefited)  to  work  their  minds  to  it ;  and  when  they 
liave  hit  upon  that  podure  of  fancy^  which  they  guefs  to 
fiut  their  teachers'  meaning,  then  they  become  fatisfied, 
and  conceit  they  believe  well,  although  perhaps  they  be 
ignorant  of  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  indif- 
pofed  to  obey  the  precepts  of  our  Lord.  Sometimes,  on 
the  other  fide,  although  they  well  underfland,  and  are 
perliiaded  concerning  Uie  truth  of  all  necelfary  Chijjftian 
doftiines,  and  are  weU  difpofed  to  obferve  God's  com- 
■uuidments,  yet  becaufe  they  cannot  tell  whether  t^y 
apprehend  Chrift's  perfon  dexteroufly,  or  apply  to  th%- 
ftlves  hia  righteoufnefs  in  the  right  manner,  as  is  pre- 
icribed  to  them,  (of  which  it  is  no  wonder  that  they 
flamld  doubt,  fince  it  is  fo  hard  to  know  what  the  doing 
fi)  means,)  they  become  difturbed  and  perplexed  in  their 
nmids ;  queftioning  whether  they  do  believe  or  no.  Thus 
bjthefe  notions  (or  phrafes  rather)  are  fome  men  tempted 
fondly  to  prefume,  and  other  good  people  are  wofully  dif- 
CDoniged  by  them ;  both  being  thence  diverted,  or  with- 
diawn  from  their  duty :  whereas  what  it  is  to  believe,  as 
Chriftians  anciently  did  underfland  it,  and  as  we  have  af- 
kjtd  to  explain  it,  is  very  eafy  to  conceive ;  and  the  tak- 
ing it  fo,  can  have  no  other  than  very  good  influence 
upon  praAice,  as  both  rcafon  (as  we  have  infinuated) 
flews,  and  the  Scripture  largely  and  plainly  aflirms.  But 
let  thus  much  fuflice  for  the  inquiry  concerning  the  ge- 
mnne  nature  and  notion  of  faith  proper  to  this  place,  (that 
&ith  by  which  in  this  text  we  are  faid  to  be  jufliRed :) 
the  other  particulars  I  cannot  fo  much  as  touch  upon  at 
this  time. 

I  end  with  thofe  good  prayers  of  our  Church  : 

O  Lord,  Jram  whom  all  good  things  do  come,  grant  to  ^th  Sunday 
If  tkg  humble  JervantSj  that  by  thy  holy  in/piration  we^^  ^^^' 
nay  think  thofe  things  that  be  good;  and  by  thy  merciful 

I  % 
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SERM.  jfuulnv  *My  perform  tlu  fame,  tkro«gh  our  hard  Jb/ 

IV.      cyyi.    Amen. 
i4ih  Son-       Aknighty  and  everlajling  Lord,  give  tmto  vs  the  hunt 
^■ftet     offaitk,  hope,  and  charity  f  and,  that  we  may  obtain  tk 
which  thou  dqfi  promife,  make  us  to  love  that  which  Mi 
dofi  command,  through  Jefvs  Chrift  our  Lord.    Amen. 


THniqr. 


a  IStiitMe,  &c. 


SERMON    V. 


OF  JUSTIFICATION  BY  FAITH. 


Rom.  v.  I. 

Tierefore  being  jufUfied  hyfaithy  we  have  peace  with  God, 

through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

In  order  to  the  underftanding  of  thefe  words,  I  did  for-  s  BRM. 
ToeAj  propound  divers  particulars  to  be  confidered  and  V. 
tfcitflfed :  the  firft  was,  What  that  Faith  is,  by  which 
Chriftians  are  faid  to  be  juflified?  This  I  have  dif* 
patched:  the  next  is.  What  Juftification  doth  import? 
The  which  I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  explain ;  and  I  am 
ooDcemed  to  perform  it  with  the  more  care  and  diligence, 
becaufe  the  right  notion  of  this  term  hath  in  latter  times 
been  canvafled  with  fo  much  vehemence  of  diilenfion  and 


i  In  fiormer  times,  among  the  Fathers  and  the  School- 
men, there  doth  not  appear  to  have  been  any  difierence  or 
debate  about  it; 'becaufe,  as  it  feems,  men  commonly 
having  the  iame  apprehenfions  about  the  matters,  tonif2xi(«. 


which  the  word  is  applicable,  did  not  fo  much  examine  ^^^'^JJII^ 


or  regard  the  drift  propriety  of  expreffion  concerning 
than :  confenting  in  things,  they  did  not  fall  to  cavil  and 
ooDtend  about  the  exaft  meaning  of  words.   They  did  in- 
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SERM.  deed  conGder  dillin£Uy  no  fuch  point  of  dodrine  as  that  ol 

^'      jfftificotion,  looking  upon  that  word  as  ufed  incidentally 

in  fome  places  of  Scripture,  For  expreflion  of  points  more 

clearly  cxprefled  in  other  terms ;  wherefore  they  do  otA 

make  much  of  ihe  word,  as  fome  divines  now  do. 

But  in  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation,  when  the  dif- 
covery  of  feme  great  errors  (from  the  corruption  and  ig- 
norance of  former  times)  crept  into  vogue,  rendered  oil 
Aniculus  things  the  fubjeds  of  contenUon,  and  multiplied  contro- 
i^^j^ii^  verltes,  there  dtd  arife  hot  difputes  about  this  point ;  and 
Ecclef«.  the  right  (bating  thereof  feemed  a  matter  of  great  import^ 
ance;  nor  fcarce  was  any  controverfy  profecuted  widi 
greater  zeal  and  eameflnefs  :  whereas  yet  (fo  far  as  I  cu 
difcem)  about  the  real  points  of  doArine,  whereto  dui 
word,  according  to  any  fenfe  pretended,  may  relate,  then 
hardly  doth  appear  any  material  difierence;  and  all  tin 
queflions  depending,  chiefly  feem  to  confift  about  the 
manner  of  exprefling  things,  which  all  agree  in ;  or  abont 
the  extent  of  the  fignitication  of  words  capable  of  laxgcT 
or  flri£ter  acception :  whence  the  debates  about  this 
point,  among  all  fober  and  intelligent  perfona,  might,  u 
I  conceive,  eaflly  be  refolved  or  appeafed,  if  men  had  ■ 
mind  to  agree,  and  did  not  love  to  wrangle ;  if  at  leaft 
a  confent  in  believing  the  lame  things,  although  undei 
fome  difTerence  of  expreflion,  would  content  ihem,  fi) « 
to  forbear  (Irife. 

To  make  good  which  obfervation,  tendirig  as  well  to 

the  UluAration  of  the  whole  matter,  as  to  the  ftating  Kti 

decifion  of  the  controveriies  about  it,  let  us  confiderdu 

feveral  Divine  aSs,  to  which  the  term  JuHification  i»ytt> 

cording  to  any  fenfe  pretended,  applicable  :  I  fay  Diviili 

a&s }  for  that  the  JuAification  we  treat  of  is  an  ad  o 

God  flmi^e  or  compound  (in  fome  manner)  refpeAiqg,  a 

terminated  upon  man,  is  evident,  and  will  not,  I  fuppoft 

be  contefted ;  the  words  of  St.  Paul  in  feveral  places  f 

Rom-  vlii.  clearly  declaring  it ;  as  in  that,  lf%o  Jhall  lay  any  tt^ 

^'"  io  Ike  charge  of  God's  eUQ  ?    Il  is  God  that  ju^fieA 

Rom.  i>.  y  and  in  that.  To  him  thai  workelh  not,  but  beUeveth  on  Im 

'  ■  '*■        that  juftifietk  tiK  ungodly,  his  faith  is  comted  for  r^ht 
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mfnefs.    Now  according  to  the  tenor  of  ChrilHan  doc-  SERM. 
trine  fuch  aAs  are  thefe.  ^' 

I-  God  (in  regard  to  the  obedience  performed  to  his  *~"^ 
will  by  his  beloved  Son,  and  to  his  interceffion)  is  fo  re- 
conciled to  mankind,  that  unto  every  perfon,  who  doth 
fiooerely  believe  the  Gofpel,  and,  repenting  of  his  former 
bid  life,  doth  feriouily  refolve  thereafter  to  live  according 
to  it,  he  doth  (upon  Uie  fblemn  obfignation  of  that  faith, 
and  profeifion  of  that  refolution  in  baptifm)  entirely  remit 
all  pad  offences,  accepting  his  perfon,  receiving  him  into 
bvour ;  afluming  him  into  the  ftate  of  a  loyal  fubje£i,  a 
ilithfiil  fervant,  a  dutiful  Ton ;  and  beftowing  on  him  all 
the  benefits  and  privileges  fuitable  to  fuch  a  ftate;  ac- 
cording to  thofe  paflages :  It  behoved  Chrift  to  fuffer Luke  xxiv. 

nd  tliat  repentance  and  remiffion  ofjinsjhould  he  preached*^*  ^^* 
is  his  name  among  all  nations :  Then  Peter  faid  unto  abs  w.  38. 
rtcm,  Repent 9  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  nawc'"'**'^'^'' 
^Jefiis  Chrift f  for  the  remiffion  qfjins;  and.  To  him  give^^^  z*43. 
aU  the  Prophets  witnefsf  that  through  his  name  whqfoever 
htlieveth  in  him  Jhall  receive  remijffion  ofjins;  and,  Go^faCor.  v. 
was  in  Chrift j  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfetfy  not  im-  J^'     ... 
futing  their  Jins ;  and  in  other  places  innumerable.  34,  25. 

2.  As  any  perfon  perfifting  in  that  fincere  futh,  and  fe- 
riouj  purpofe  of  obedience,  doth  afluredly  continue  in  that 
hit  of  grace,  and  exemption  from  the  guilt  of  fin ;  fo  in 
cafe  that,  out  of  human  fr^ty,  fuch  a  perfon  doth  fall 
bto  the  commiilion  of  fin,  God  (in  regard  to  the  fame 
performances  and  interceffions  of  his  Son)  doth,  upon  the 
confeffion  and  repentance  of  fuch  a  perfon,  remit  his  fin, 
and  retain  him  in  or  reftore  him  to  favour ;  according  to 
thole  iayings  of  St.  John,  If  we  confefs  our  JinSy  he  t^i  John  1.9. 
faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  JinSy  and  to  cleanfe  us 
Jrcm  all  unrighteotifnefs :  and.  If  any  man  Jin,  we  have  an  1  John  ii.  1. 
advocate  with  the  Father^  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous, 

3.  To  each  perfon  fincerely  embracing  the  Gofpel,  and 
continuing  in  fteadfaft  adherence  thereto,  God  doth  afford 
his  Holy  Spirit,  as  a  principle  productive  of  all  inward 
fao£tity  and  virtuous  difpofitions  in  his  heart,  enabling 
alio  and  quick^iing  him  to  difcharge  the  conditions  of 

14 
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SERM.  faith  and  obedience  required  from  him,  and  undertakea 
^'  by  him;  that  which  is  by  fome  termed  making  a  perfon 
Rom.  Tiii.  juA,  infufion  into  his  fovJ  of  righteoufhefs^  of  grace^  of 
L^  .  virtuous  habits ;  in  the  Scripture  ftyle  it  is  called  a&iKg 
iCor.  ii.  12.  by  tfie  Spirit  J  beftowing  the  gift  of  t/te  Holy  Ghqfi,  renwt^ 
Aa^iCz^'  /io»  of  the  Holy  Ghojly  creation  to  good  works^faniUJcaiim  . 
Rom.yiii.9.  by  the  Spirit,  Sec.  which  phrafes  denote  partly  the  coUa- 
(Eph."ii.  ^^^  of  *  principle  enabling  to  perform  good  works,  partly 
^«-)  ..  the  defign  of  religion  tending  to  that  performance. 
W.  sa.*  Now  all  thefe  afts  (as  by  the  general  confent  of  Cbrif- 

tians,  and  according  to  the  fenfe  of  the  ancient  Catholic 
Church,  fo)  by  all  confiderable  parties  feeming  to  diflcnti 
and  fo  earneftly  difputing  about  the  point  of  juflificatioi^ 
are  acknowledged  and  afcribed    unto  God;   but  with 
which  of  them  the  a£t  of  juftification  is  folely  or  chiefly 
coincident;  whether  it  fignifieth   barely  fome    one  ef 
them,  or  extendeth  to  more  of  them,  or  comprehendetk 
them  all,  (according  to  the  conftant  meaning  of  the  word 
in  Scripture,)  are  queftions  coming  under  debate,  and  ib 
eagerly  profecuted :  of  which  queftions  whatever  the  tnie 
refolution  be,  it  cannot  methinks  be  of  fo  great  conie- 
quence,  as  to  caufe  any  great  anger  or  animofity  in  Di& 
fenters  one  toward  another,  feeing  they  all  confpire  in 
avowing  the  a6ts,  whatever  they  be,  meant  by  the  woid 
JttftificatioTiy  although  in  other  terms ;  feeing  all  the  dif- 
pute  is  about  the  precife  and  adequate  notion  of  the  word 
Jujlification :  whence  thofe  queftions  might  well  be  waved 
as  unneceflary  grounds  of  contention ;  and  it  might  fuffioe 
to  undcrftand  the  points  of  do£trine  which  it  relateth  to 
in  other  terms,  laying  that  afide  as  ambiguous  and  liti* 
gious.     Yet  becaufe  the  underftanding  the  righteft,  or 
moft  probable  notion  of  the  word,  may  fomewhat  con-. 
duce  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures,  and  to  clear- 
ing the  matters  couched  in  it,  fomewhat  alfo  to  the  Ikdt* 
fa£kion  of  perfons  confiderate  and  peaceable,  I  fliall  em- 
ploy fome  care  faithfully  (without  partiality  to  any  fide) 
to  fearch  it  out,  and  declare  it :  in  order  whereto  I  {haB 
propound  fome  obfervations,  feeming  material. 

)»  Whereas  it  were  not  hard  to  fpeak  much,  and  crili- 
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•oot  ibe  primidve  fenfe  of  the  word,  and  about  its  SERM. 

■  acceptioiu  both  in  holy  Scripture  and  other  writ-       ^- 

[  do  queflion  whether  dmng  that  would  be  pertinent 

idudbk  to  our  purpofe  of  underflanding  its  right 

I  here :  for  knowing  the  primitive  fenfe  of  words  VecU  n- 

Horn  or  never  determine  their  meaning  any  where,  „aa,ui. 

often  in  common  ufe  declining  from  it ;  and  the 

ing  variety  of  acceptions  doth  at  moft  yield  only  the 

tage  of  choofing  one  fuitable  to  the  fubjacent  mat- 

d  occafion.    We  are  not  therefore  to  learn  the  fenfe 

)  word  from  mere  Grammarians. 

The  fenfe  of  this  word  is  not  to  be  fearched  in  ex- 
tos  writers ;  both  becaufe  no  matter  like  to  that  we 
ipon  did  ever  come  into  thor  ufe  or  contideration, 
ecaufe  they  do  feldom  or  never  ufe  the  word  in  a 
anywife  congruous  to  this  matter:  in  them  moft 
lonly  the  word  lixmita  doth  fignify  (as  the  like  word  'f^''^;^' 

to  deem  a  thing  juft,  equal,  or  lit,  (or  fimply  to  ',„"f„r. 

about  a  thing.)     Sometimes  alfo,  yet  not  often  as  ^JA^^^ 

i  it,  being  applied  to  an  aftion,  or  caufe,  it  importeth  Ca*.  i-* 

ake  it  appear  lawful,  or  juft,  as  when  we  ordinarily 

o  juHify  what  one  faith  or  doth,  (whence  tixafopa  in 

ttle  ia  an  argument  proving  the  juflice  of  a  caufe, 

mentttm  cm^te ;)  but  in  them  very  feldom  or  never 

ip{died  to  perfons ;  and  an  example,  1  conceive,  can 

y  be  produced,  wherein  it  is  fo  uTed. 

.  In  the  facred  Writings  at  large  it  ia  commonly 

d  to  perfons,  and  that  according  to  various  fenfes> 

ttum  wide  and  general,  fome  more  reftrained  and 

nilar.     It  there  fomeUme  denoteth  generally  to  ex- 

■■  any  judicial  ad  upon,  in  regard  unto,  or  in  be- 

>f  a  perfon ;  to  do  him  right,  or  jnlUce,  in  declaring 

nerit  of  his  caufe,  or  prononncing  fentence  about 

in  acquittii^  or  condemning  him  lor  any  caufe,  in 
ing  him  to,  or  exempring  him  from  any  burden,  in 
■fing  to  him  any  reward  or  punilhment,  tndifierently : 
Abfalom  Gud,  0  that  I  ivere  made  a  judge  in  /Acs  Sam.  it. 

that  every  man,  which  hath  anyfuit  or  caufe,  might  *' 
MHte  HKf  Tni/  I3B 1!  mi]  hxamvM  Muriv,  and  I  would 
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S  E  R  M.  juflify  Aim,  that  is,  /  would  do  Aim  right ;  and  in  the  83 
•       Pfalm,  this  charge  'a  g^ven  to  the  princes,  or  judges ;  A 
n.  iiuii.  fond  Ike  poor  and  father le/i,  IjTnSiT  iiKtueirKn,ju/t^  H 
poor  and  needy  ;  that  is,  do  right  and  juAice  to  tbem. 

But  more  particularly  the  word  fignifieth  (and  that  ac 

cording  to  the  mofl  uTuaJ  and  current  acception)  fb  to  d 

a  man  right,  as  to  pronounce  fentence  in  his  fitvour,  as  b 

acqiut  him  from  guilt,  to  excufe  him  fiom  burden,  I 

free  htm  from  punifhment ;  whence  we  moll  often  mu 

with  the  word  placed  in  direA  oppofiUon  to  that  of  ca» 

Dcui.  KIT.  demnation :  aa  in  that  law,  If  there  he  c  conlroverfy  it- 

''  tiveen  men,  and  tkei/  come  unto  judgment,  that  the  judgt 

may  judge  ifiem,  then  they  Jhali  jvjiify  the  righteous,  am 

I  Kiop  *iii.  condemn  the  a/icked :  and  in  Solomon's  prayer,  Then  htm 

9  Chr.  il.    '^"^  ''>  heaven,  and  do,  and  judge  thyfervants,  nndemmK^ 

^-  the  wicked,  to  bring  his  way  upon  his  head,  and  jufiifyiai 

the  righteous,  to  give  him  according  to  his  rigkteoufn^. 

rro*.  xvii.  and  in  the  Proverbs,  He  that  juftifietk  the  wicked,  and  h 

^*'  that  condemnetk  theju/l,  even  both  are  an  abomination  uak 

^^"iay- the  Lord:  and  in  ihe  Gofpct  our  Saviour  laith,  By  ttf 

zliii.  9j  '   words  thoujhalt  bejuftified,  and  by  iky  words  ihoujhalt  i 

condemned. 

In  confequence  upon  this  fenfe,  and  with  a  little  deflet 

tion  from  it,  to  juftify  a  perTon  fomclime  denoteth  to  l^ 

prove  him,  or  elleem  him  juft,  a  mental  judgment,  at  il 

Mitt.si.  19. were,  being  pafled  upon  him;   fo  Wifdom  is  fajd  to  bl 

jufiified,  that  is,  approved,  by  her  children :  fo  in  the  Gof- 

Luke  1. 19-  pel  fome  perfons  are  faid  to  jufiify  themfehvs,  that  it,  Ml 

zTiii.'i4.     conceit  themfelves   righteous :   and   the   Pidilican  icral 

home  jufiifed  rather  than  the  Pharifee,  that  is,  more  ap- 

l^e*ii. 39. proved  and  accepted  by  God;  fo  alio  it  is  Imd,  that  all 

the  people  and  the  publicans  jujlified  God,  being  iaptimi 

with  John's  haptifm :  they  juAified  God,  that  is,  they:de- 

dared  their  approbation  of  God's  proceeding,  in  the  mit 

fion  of  John. 

In  like  manner,  Juftifkation  is  taken  for  exemptioi 
Aaiuii.3g.(^in  burdens;  as  where  in  the  A£te  St.  Paul  laith,  .^M 
foom  alt  things,  from  which  by  the  law  of  Mofes  ye  coab 
not  he  jollified,  in  this  is  every  one  that  beUevethji^ified, 
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w  alfo  Ibmetimes  be  taken  for  deliverance  from  S  BRM. 

uent ;  as  where  in  the  Law  God  faith,  The  innocent       ^' 

jhteous  Jlay  than  not ;  for  I  will  vot  juftify  ikeE^od.x%'m. 

;  that  is^  not  let  him  efcape  with  impunity ;  ac-  ^' 

;  to  that  in  the  Proverbs,  Though  hand  join  in  hand^ 

kedJhaU  not  go  unpuni/ked.  | 

We  may  obferve,  that  (as  every  man  hath  fome 

I  and  particular  forms  of  fpeecb,  in  which  he  de- 

h,  lb)  this  term  is  fomcwhat  peculiar  to  St.  Paul, 

sdy  by  the  other  Apoftles  applied  to  that  matter, 

he  exprefleth  thereby :  they  ufually  in  their  Ser- 
and  Epiftles  do  fpeak  the  fame  thing,  whatever  it 

other  terms  more  immediately  expreifive  of  the 
•    St.  James  indeed  doth  ufe  it,  but  not  fo  much,  aas  xiiu 
leth,  according  to  his  ufual  manner  of  fpeech,  as  ?^  *  "^  ^^* 
nally,  to  refute  the  falfe  and  peftilent  conceits  of  ai.z.  43< 
perfbns,  who  mifiaking  St.  Paul's  expreifions  and^uke 
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le,  did  pervert  them  to  the  maintenance  of  Soli-47- 

Eundmian,  and  Antinomiarf^poiitions,  greatly  pre- 

I  to  good  pra£Uce.    And  feeing  the  term  is  fo  pro- 

St«  Paid  in  relation  to  this  matter,  the  right  fenjfe 

ition  thereof  feemeth  bed  derivable  from  confider- 

9  nature  of  the  fubje£t  he  treateth  on,  obferving  the 

f  his  difcourfe  and  manner  of  his  reafoning,  com- 

'  the  other  phrafes  he  ufeth  equivalent  to  this,  and 

retative  of  his  meaning. 

Following  this  method  of  inquiry,  I  do  obferve  and  |     ! 

/that  the  laft  notion  of  the  word,  as  it  is  e\'idently  |     ' 

ifbal  in  the  Scripture,  fo  it  beft  fuiteth  to  the  mean- 

St.  Paul  here,  and  otherwhere  commonly,  where  he 

th  upon  the  lame  matters;  that  God's  juftifying 

,  or  cfaoefly,  doth  import  his  acquitting  us  firom 
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SEKM.  which  I  take  to  be  this ',  the  aflerting  the  neceffity, 
'  fonablenefs^  fufficiency,  and  exceUency  of  the  Chi 
difpenfation ;  in  order  to  that,  which  is  the  end  of  all 
gion,  the  bringing  men  to  happinefs,  and  confequenl 
the  rendering  men  acceptable  to  God  Almighty^  who- 
the  fole  Author  and  Donor  of  happinefs:  this  is 
which  in  general  he  aibfieth  to  aflert  and  maintain.  • 

This,  I  fay,  is  that  which  he  chiefly  driveth  at,  to 
tain,  that  it  is  not  imreafonable  that  God  ihould  fo 
ceed  with  men  (whofe  good  and  felicity,  as  their 
Maker,  he  greatly  tendereth)  as  the  Chriftian  Gofpd 
clareth  him  to  do,  but  that  rather  fuch  procee<Ung 
neceflary  and  fit,  in  order  to  our  ialvation;  and  m\ 
conformable  to  the  ordinary  method  of  God's 
ings  toward  the  fame  purpofe. 

Now  God's  proceeding  with  man  according  to  the 
pel,  the  general  tenor  thereof  doth  fet  out  to  be 
that  God  out  of  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  mercy,  in  0011^*^ 
iideration  of  what  his  Gloved  Son,  our  blefled  Lord,  hadl 
performed  and  fufiered,  in  obedience  to  his  will^  and  ftr 
the  redemption  of  mankind,  (which  by  tranfgreffion  oP 
his  laws,  and  defailance  in  duty  toward  him,  had  giievf 
oufly  offended  him  and  fallen  from  his  favour,  was  liH 
volved  in  guilt,  and  flood  obnoxious  to  punifhmenty)  b 
become  reconciled  to  them,  (pafling  by  and  fiilly  pardon- 
ing all  offences  by  them  committed  againfl  him,)  ib  ai 
generally  to  proffer  mercy,  upon  certain  reafonable  and 
gentle  terms,  to  all  that  fhall  fincerely  embrace  fuch  oveiv 
tures  of  mercy,  and  heartily  refolve  to  comply  with  thofe 
terms  required  by  him ;  namely,  the  returning  and  adher^ 
ing  to  him,  forfaking  all  impiety  and  iniquity,  conftantlj 
perfifting  in  faithful  obedience  to  his  holy  command- 
ments ;  this,  I  fay,  is  the  proceeding  of  God,  which  the 
Chriftian  Gofpel  doth  efpecially  hold  forth,  and  wluch, 
Lukeuiv.  according  to  our  Lord's  commiflion  and  command,  the 
ApofUes  did  firft  preach  to  men ;  as  whofoever  will  coh- 
fider  the  drift  and  tenor  of  their  preaching,  will  eafily 
difcem ;  which  therefore  St.  Paul  may  reafonably  be  fup- 
pofed  here  to  affert  and  vindicate  againfl  the  Jews,  and 
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Her  adverfaries  of  the  Gofpel:  confequently  the  tenns  SERM. 

uCbth  Ihould  be  fo  interpreted  as  to  exprefs  that  mat-       ^• 
r ;  whence  being  juftiiied,  will  imply  that  which  a  per-  ' 

a  embracing  the  Gofpel  doth  immediately  receive  from 
ody  in  that  way  of  grace  and  mercy,  viz.  an  abfolution 
mi  his  former  crimes,  an  acquittance  from  his  debts,  a 
He  of  innocence  and  guildeflhefs  in  God's  fight,  an  ex- 
■ipdon  from  vengeance  and  puniihment ;  all  that  which 
J  Um  fbrnetimes,  and  by  the  other  Apoftles,  is  couched 
mitr  the  phrafes  of  remtffion  ofjinsj  having  fins  hUUedK^tWu 
■f  and  waflied  away,  being  cleanfed  from  Jin ;  and  the^^'^g'^^ 
jke:  thus  confidering  the  nature  of  the  matter,  and  defign  "i- 19. ▼•ai* 
f  Us  dilcourie,  would  incline  us  to  underftand  this  word. '  ^  '^  '*  7* 

a.  Agun,  the  manner  of  his  profecuting  his  difcourfe, 
nd  the  arguments  by  which  he  inferreth  his  conclufions 
Bonoemiiig  the  Gofpel,  do  confirm  this  notion.  He  dif- 
aovleth,  and  proveth  at  large,  that  all  mankind,  both 
Ibvs  and  Gentiles,  were^u/  up  under  Jiriy  that  all  AadRom.  Hi.  9. 

zi.  93.  iii. 


,  and  did  fall  Jhort  of  the  glory  of  God,  (that  is,  of  ^^^ 


33. 


mdering  him  hb  due  glory  by  dutifid  obedience,)  that  G9\.  m.  23. 
mry  mouth  was  flopped,  having  nothing  to  fay  in  defence 
of  thdr  tranigreffions,  and  that  all  the  world  flood  ohnoxi-  {'•;t;<«^— * 
Wi  to  the  feverity  of  God* s  judgments  ;  that  not  only  the  "^  '***' 
SgHt  of  nature  was  infufficient  to  prefervc  men  from  of- 
fsodrng  jnexcufably,  even  according  to  the  verdi£l  of  their  Rom.  viH. 
aim  confciences,  but  that  the  written  Law  of  God  hadcai.  in.  21. 
(to  manifold  experience)  proved  ineffeflual  to  that  purpofe,  ^P^-'^^-},^* 
faving  rather  to  work  wrath,  to  bring  men  under  a  curfe,  7"/ 
to  aggravate  their  guilt,  to  convince  them  of  their  finfiil-  ^■**  "•  **> 
ndi,  to  difcourage  and  perplex  them ;  upon  which  gene-  Rom.  t.  30. 
nl  dale  of  men  (fo  implicated  in  guilt,  fo  liable  to  wrath)  ^"*  ^* 
ii  ooniequent  a  neceiSty  either  of  condemnation  and  pu- 
vftment,  or  of  mercy  and  pardon. 

He  doth  alfo  imply  (that  which  in  the  Epidle  to  the 
Gtlatiaxis,  where  he  profecuteth  the  fame  argument,  is 
Bore  ezprelsly  delivered)  that  no  precedent  difpenfation 
had  exhibited  any  manifeft  overture,  or  promife  of  pardon ; 
Ibr  the  light  of  nature  doth  only  dire£t  unto  duty,  con- 
iffpining  every  man  in  his  own  judgment  and  confcience. 


^ 
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SERM.  who  tranigrefleth  it ;  but  as  to  pardon  in  cafo  of  traaC* 

^*       greffion^  it  ia  blind  and  filent  j  and  the  I4LW  of  Moles  n^ 

Rom.  i.  Qo.  goroudy  eza£leth  pun&ual  obedience^  denouncing  in  eau* 

^h  \^'...       prefs  terms  a  condemnation  and  curfe  to  the  tran&nflait 

Gal.  111.  10,    ,  - .  ^  ,  ,  11    rt     «        t 

12.  thereof  m  any  part;  from  whence  he  colleaetb,  that  m 

Rom.  111.30.  ^^^  ^^„  if^  ju/lified  by  the  works  of  the  Law,  {uaivral  ot 

Mofaical;  or  that  no  precedent  difpoafatUMi  can  jufiify 
any  man^)  and  that  a  man  isjuftified  by  faiths  ot  hath  ab* 
folute  need  of  fuch  a  juftification  as  thatj  which  the  Gof-  * 
pel  declareth  and  tendereth ;  A0yA|o/Md«  ity  we  hence,  fiudi  - 
he,  colle6i,  or  argue,  thai  a  mem  isjuftified  byfaiih,  witk^ 
out  the  works  of  the  Law:  which  jufiification  muft  thess* 
fore  import  the  receiving  that  firee  pajrdon>  which  the  cii* 
minal  and  guihy  world  did  ftand  in  need  of^  which  the 
forlorn  and  deplorable  ftate  of  mankind  did  groan  fiM» 
without  which  no  man  could  have  any  comfort  in  his 
mind,  any  hope,  or  any  capacity  of  ialvation.  If  the  flats 
of  man  was  a  date  of  rebellion,  and  confequently  of  h^ 
nous  guilty  of  having  forfeited  God's  favour,  of  obnoii'* 
oufiiefs  to  God's  wrath;  then  that  jultification,  which 
was  needful^  was  a  difpenfation  of  mercy,  remitting  that 
guilt,  and  removing  thofe  penalties. 

Again,  St.  Paul  commendeth  the  excellency  of  the 

evangelical  difpenfation  from  hence,  that  it  entirely  doth 

afcribe  the  jufUfication  of  men  to  God's  mercy  and  favouTi 

excluding  any  merit  of  man,  any  right  or  title  thereto^ 

grounded  upon  what  man  hath  performed ;  confequently 

advancing  the  glory  of  God,  and  depreffing  the  vanity  cl 

Rom. iv.fi, man;  If,  faith  he,  Abraham  were  juftified  by  works,  hi 

TiuUL^b.   ^^  whereof  to  boajl ;  for  that  to  him  who  worketh,  wages, 

Eph.  ii.9.  are  not  reckoned  as  be/iowed  in  favour,  but  are  paid,  at 

'debt:  fo  it  would  be,  if  men  were  juAified  by  works) 

they  might  claim  to  themfelves  the  doe   confequeoces 

thereof,   impunity  and  reward;  they  would  be  apt  to 

pleafe  themfelves,  and  boaft  of  the  efiefts  arifing  from 

their  own  performances  :  but  if,  as  the  Gofpel  teacheth, 

Rom.  Hi.    men  are  jiiftified  freely  (gratis)  by  God's  mercy  and  grace, 

without  any  regard  to  what  they  formerly  have  done, 

either  good  or  bad,  thofe  who  have  lived  wickedly  and 
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impioiiily  (upon  their  compliance  with  the  terms  pro-  SERM« 
pofed  to*  them)  being  no  lefs  capable  thereof,  than  the       V. 
moil  righteous  and  pious  perfons ;  then  wJiere  is  boq/iingp  R^j^TiiTT! 
It  is  excluded;  then  furely  no  man  can  afTume  any  thing '"•  ^7' 
to  himfelf,  then  all  the  glory  and  praife  are  due  to  God's        "' 
irank  goodnefs :  the  purport  of  which  reafoning  (fo  often 
vfed)  doth  imply,  that  a  man's  juftification  fignifieth  his 
bring  accepted  or  approved  as  juft,  (landing  re&us  in 
cma ;  being  in  God's  efieem,  and,  by  his  fentence,  ab- 
Mved  from  guilt  and  puniihnient;  the  which   cannot 
otherwife  be  obtained,  than  from  Divine  favour  declared 
and  exhibited  in  the  Gofpel ;  according  as  St.  Paul  other- 
Irhere  fully  fpeaketh :  To  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  Epb.  1.-6, 7« 
grace^  wherein  he  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved;  in 
w4unn  we  have  redemption  through  his  bloody  the  forgive^ 
sjff  offinsy  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace. 

Again,  St.  Paul  exprefleth  juftification  as  an  aA  of  judg- 
BMcnt  performed  by  God,  whereby  he  declareth  bis  own 
righttoufnefs,  or  juftice;  that  juftice  confifting  in  accept- 
ance of  a  competent  fatisfa£lion  offered  to  him  in  amends 
for  the  debt  due  to  him,  and  in  reparation  of  the  injury 
done  imto  him,  in  confequence  thereof  acquitting  the 
debtor,  and  remitung  the  offence;  fo  thofe  words  de- 
daie:  Being  juftified  freely  by  his  graces  through  the  rff-R0m.ui.94, 
demption  that  is  in  Chrifl  Jefus;  whom  God  hathfetforth^^*^^' 
t9  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  bloody  to  declare 
4tj  righteoufnefs  for  the  remijfion  of  fins  that  are  pq/l, 
through  the  forbearance  of  God;  to  declare  at  this  time  his 
righlemifnefs,  that  he  might  bejii/i,  and  thejiiflifier  of  him 
which  belieueth  in  Jefus.  Juftification  there  we  fee  is  ex- 
preflfed  a  refult  of  Chrift's  redemption,  and  the  aA  of  God 
<ooniequent  thereon ;  fo  is  remiflion  of  fins ;  God  by  them 
jomtly  demonftrating  his  juftice  and  goodnefs,  fo  that 
they  may  be  well  conceived  the  fame  thing  diverfely  ex- 
prefled,  or  having  feveral  names  according  to  fome  divers 
formalities  of  refped.  So  in  other  places,  fometimes 
juftification,  fometimes  remiftion  of  fins  are  reckoned  the 
proper  and  immediate  effeAs  of  our  Saviour's  palSon; 
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SERM.  ^^^g  (&ith  St.  Paul  in  the  5th  to  the  Romans)  Ju^Jkd 

V.       bjf  his  bUod,  wejhall  befaved  by  himjram  wrath;  and,  h 

Rom!  r.  9.  ^^^  (faith  he  again  in  the  firft  of  the  Epiftle  to  tha 

Eph.  i.  7*    Ephefians)  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  fir* 

givenefs  ofjinsi  which  argueth  the  equivalency  of  thefe 

terms.  f 

Gal.  xxuper      So  likewife  a  mdn  point  of  the  evangelical  covenant  oa 

Rom.  ix.     (^^'^  P^^  ^  made  juftifying  of  a  man  by  his  futliy  i^ 

37*  upon  it ;  and  remiffion  of  fins  upon  the  fame  concfitiony  if 

alfo  made  the  like  principal  pointy  which  fometime  i» 

put  alone,  as  implying  all  the  benefits  of  that  covenant. 

Again,  juftification  is  by  St.  Paul  made  the  immediaWi 

confequent,  or  fpecial  adjunS;,  of  baptifm;  therein,  )» 

Rom.  ▼!.  a.  faith,  we  die  to  Jin,  (by  refolution  and  engagement,  to 

lead  a  new  life  in  obedience  to  God's  commandment^) 

Rom.  Ti.  6»  and  fo  dying  we  are  fdd  to  be  juftified  from  fin,  (that- 

*  i8»  39*   which  otherwife  is  exprefled,  or  expounded,  by  beii^ 

freed  from  fin;)  now  the  freedom  from  fin  obtained  m 

baptifm  is  frequently  declared  to  be  the  remifiSon  of  fin 

then  conferred,  and  folemnly  confirmed  by  a  vifible  feaL 

Whereas  alfo  fo  frequently  we  are  (aid  to  htjvftified  by 

faith,  and  according  to  the  general  tenor  of  Scripture, 

the  immediate  confequent  of  faith  is  baptifm ;  therefore 

Eph.  y.  96.  difpenfing  the  benefits  configned  in  baptifm,  is  coincident 

Aas'xiii.    with  juftification ;  and  that  difpenfation  is  frequently  fig-  • 

36.un.]6.nified  to  be  the  cleanfing  us  from  fin  by  entire  remiifion 

thereof. 

3.  Farther,  the  fame  notion  may  be  confirmed  by  com- 
paring this  term  with  other  terms  and  phrafes  equivalent, 
or  oppofite  to  this  of  juflificadon. 

One  equivalent  phrafe  is  imputation  of  righteoufiiefs } 
Rom.  iT.6,^5,  faith  St.  Paul,  David  fpeaketh  of  that  maiCs  blejfed* 
^'  ^'  nefs,  unto  whom  God  imputeth  righteoufnefs  without 
works;  Bleffed  are  they  whofe  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and 
whofe  fns  are  covered.  Bleffed  is  the  man  to  whom  the 
Ijord  will  not  impute  Jin:  whence  to  him  that  confiders 
the  drift  and  force  of  St.  Paul's  difcourfe,  it  will  clearly 
appear,  that  juftification,  imputing  righteoufnefs,  not  im» 
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yating  fin,  and  remiffion  of  fin,  are  the  fame  thing;  other-  SERM. 
wife  the  Apoftle's  difcourfe  would  not  (ignify  or  conclude       ^  • 
any  thing. 

For  confirmation  of  his  difcourfe  (arguing  free  juftifica- 
tionby  Ood's  mercy,  not  for  our  works)  St.  Paul  alfo  doth  Rom.iH.ao. 
all^  that  place  in  the  Pfalm,  For  in  thy  fight  Jhall  rib  S;  ciliiu^i. 
Mas  living  beju/lified;  the  fenfe  of  which  place  is  evi- 
dently this,  that  no  man  living,  his  adions  being  ftri£Uy 
tned  and  weighed,  (hall  appear  guiltlefs,  or  deferve  to  be 
aoqoitted;  but  (hall  ftand  in  need  of  mercy,  or  can  no 
otberwife  be  juftified  than  by  a  fpecial  a£l  of  grace. 

Agun,  imputing  £eiith  for  righteoufnefs  is  the  lame  with 
joiBfying  by  Eaith,  {Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  U'OJ  Rom.  w.  3, 
imnted  unio  him/or  righteoufnefs :)  but  that  imputation  is  ^',  j..  ^ 
fUidy  nothing  elfe  but  the  approving  him,  and  taking 
Urn  for  a  righteous  perfon  in  regard  to  his  faith. 

Again,  juftification  is  the  fame  with  being  righteous 
befiofe  God,  as  appeareth  by  thofe  words :  Not  the  hearers  Rom.  ii.  13. 
rf  the  Law  arejuft  before  God,  but  the  doers  of  the  Law 
fmU  he  juftified:  but  being  juft  before  God,  plidnly  figni- 
fieth  nothing  elfe  but  being  accepted  by  God,  or  approved 
to  his  efieem  and  judgment. 

Bang  reconciled  to  God  feemeth  alfo  to  be  the  fame* 
with  bring  juiKfied  by  him ;  as  appeareth  by  thofe  words, 
Jfiic&  more  then,  being  now  juftified  by  his  blood,  we  Jhall  l^m,  v.  9> 
Ufavedfrom  wrath  through  him.  For  if  when  we  were 
nemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  tfie  death'qf  his  So7i, 
much  more,  being  reconciled,  we  Jhall  be  faved  by  his  life : 
where  9oXX^  ilSlKKw  hxeuw^trrsf,  and  mXXm  /xoAAoy  xflcroAXa- 
Tnn^,  feem  to  fignify  the  fame ;  but  that  reconciliation  is 
interpreted  by  remiffion  of  fins :  God  was  in  Chrift,  recon- 2C0T,  v.  19. 
tiling  the  world  unto  himfelf^  not  imputing  their  trejpajfes 
wUo  them.  t 

To  obtain  mercy  is  another  term  fignifying  juftification;  Rom.  zL 
ind  what  doth  that  import  but  having  the  remiffion-  of  ^p^^^jj^^^ 
fins  in  mercy  befiowed  on  us ) 

Agun,  juftification  is  oppofed  dire^y  to  condemnation : 
Am,  laith  he,  by  the  offence  of  one  man  (judgment  came)  '^om.  v.i6, 

VOL.  IT.  K 
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8ERM.  Hp^n  oii  ineit  to  condemnation ;  fo  by  the  righieofufhefs  ^ 
V.      one  man  (the  free  gift  came)  upon  all  men  to  juftfficatkn 
of  ^ifs  ;  (juftification  of  life,  that  is,  a  jufiification  fo  relat- 
ing  to  life,  or  beftowing  a  promife  thereof^  at  the  con- 
demnation oppofite  thereto   refpe&ed  deaths  which  it 
threatened.)    In  which  pls^ce  St.  Paul  comparing  the  M 
Adam  with  his  anions,  and  their  confequences^  to  the  ft>» 
cond  Adam  with  his  performances,  and  what  refnhni 
from  them,  teacheth  us,  ths^t  as  the  tran%reflSon  cif  ths 
^r/l  did  involve  mankind  in  guilt,  and  hrought  conft^ 
quently  upon  men  a  general  fentence  of  death,  (font 
much  as  all  men  did  follow  him  in  coaimiffion  of  fin.;)  b 
the  obedience  of  the  fecond  did  abfolve  all  men  firoBj 
guilt,  and  reftored  them  confequently  into  a  ftate  of  iai«; 
mortality,  (all  men,  imder  the  condition  preicribed^  wlM|i 

jtom.  T.  17.  as  it  is  faid,  ihould  receive  the  abundance  ofgrace,  and  ofM\ 
gift  of  rigkteoufnefs  tendered  to  them ;)  the  j«(Kfcatin>j 
therefore  he  fpeaketh  of  doth  fo  import  an  abfokitiaa 
from  guilt  and  punifliment,  as  the  condemnation  fignifiedl 
a  being  declared  guilty,  and  adjudged  to  pumfhment. 

BeHarra.  de     Bellarmine  indeed  (who,  in  anfwering  to  this  place  diH 

i.^.'  "*  ^*  jeded  againft  his  dodrine,  blunders  extremely,  and  is  pill 
to  his  trumps  of  fophiftry)  telleth  us>  that  in  this  plaoi^to 
maintain  the  parallel  or  antiihefis  between  Adun  aai 
Chrift,  juftification  muft  fignify  infufion  of  grace,  or  fu$K. 
ting  into  a  man's  foul  an  inherent  righteoufnefs;  becanif^ 
Adam's  firf  did  oonftitute  us  unjufl  with  an  inherent 
righteoufnefs :  but  (with  his  favour)  juftification  and 
demnation  being  both  of  them  the  a£U  of  God,  and  it 
being  plain,  that  God  condemning  doth  not  infofc  aaymf. 
herent  unrighteoufnefs  into  man,  neither  doth  he  juflifypi 
ing,  formally  (if  the  antithefis  muft  be  pat)  put  any  kihM 
rent  righteoufnefs  into  him ;  inherent  unrighteoiifneft  U 
the  former  cafe  may  be  a  confequent  of  that  eonttenw* 
ation,  and  inherent  righteoufnefs  may  be  conne^ii  with 
this  juftification ;  but  neither  that  nor  this  may  SoamJkf 
fignUy  thofe  qualities  lefpodivety:  as  the  inhemK  tUH 
righteoufnefii  confequent  upon  Adam's  fin  is  not  indudBl 


(if  JitfilficQtiim  by  Fbiik.  131 

in  God'»  condemning,  fo  neither  is  the  inherent  right-  SERM. 
eoofnefs  prc»ceeding  firom  our  Saviour's  obedience  con-       V. 
CDDttd  in  God's  juftilying  men.  — — — 

Bot  however  moft  plainly  (and  beyond  all  evafions) 
joftificfltion  and  condemnation  are  oppofed  otherwhere  in 
;   ttif  £{nftle :  fVhoj  faith  St.  Paul,  Jhall  lay  any  thing  to  Rom.  Tiii. 
I    Om  charge  of  God's  eU&  ?  (or  criminate  againft  them.)    It  t^'  j^^'^j, 
ifGodtuhojy/lrfleik;  who  is  he  that  condemnethp   What^"*'^*— 
cu^  be  more  dear,  than  that  there  juftification  (ignifieth 
aUblutioB  from  ail  guilt  and  blame  ? 

4.  Farther,  thia  notion  may  be  confirmed  by  excluding 
Air  fimfe,  which  in  oppofidon  thereto  is  ailigned,  accord- 
ing to  which  Juftification  is  faid  to  import,  not  only  remif- 
io&of  fin,  and  acceptance  with  God,  but  the  making  a 

kitrinfecally  righteous,  by  infufing  into  him,  as  they  BcU.  i.  a. 

a  habit  of  grace,  or  charity ;  the  putting  into  a 
fl  riglueonfnefsy  by  which  (as  the  council  of  Trent 
fl^prefleth  it)  we  are  renewed  in  theJpirU  of  our  mind,  aniZ-^uftitmnn  in 
•»  noi  only  reputed,  but  are  called,   and  become  truly  pjentcsT^*' 
fighiieous,' receiving  righteoufnefs  in  ourjelves. 

Now  admitting  this  to  be  true,  as  in  a  fenfc  it  furely  is, 
dbt  whoever  (according  to  St.  Paul's  meaning  in  this 
l^iftle)  isr  juftified,  is  alfo  really  at  the  fame  time  endued 
wfth  tome  meafure  of  that  intrinfic  righteoufnefs  which 
Aofe  men-  (peak  of,  (forafmuch  as  that  faith,  which  is 
wqtfiied  to  juffification,.  (being  a  gift  of  God,  managed 
hfioB  pnovidence,  and  wrought  by  his  preventing  grace,) 
ifadi  inclode  a  fincere  and  fteadfaft  purpofe  of  forfaking  all 
;  iifiety.^  of  amendment  of  life,   of  obedience   to   God, 
vUch  purpofecleanjith  the  heart,  and  is  apt  to  produce  Rom.  viU.g. 
'•well  mward  righteoufnefs  of  heart,  as  outward  "ght- j^^^V^^ *• 
eaafioefa  of  praSice ;  for  that  alfo  to  every  found  believer  Eph.  iv.  23, 
Jfoa  hie  faith  is  beftowed  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  a  principle  l^cor,  v.i  7. 
ef  i^^teoufiiefs,  dwelling  in  him,  dire£ting,  admonifliing, 
CBcitiDg  him  to  do  well;  aflifting  and  enabling  him  fuffi- 
dently  to  the  performance  of  tliofe  conditions,  or  thofe 
Atties,   whidi   Chriftianity  requireth,   and   the  believer 
Aerecrf'undeitaketh ;  which,  the  man's  honeft  and  diligent 
ivour  concorriiig,  will  furely  beget  the  pra£Hce  of  all 


131  OfJkftificaiion  ly  Faiih. 

SERM.  righteoufnefs,  and  in  continuance  of  fuch  prafiice  wil 
V*  render  it  habitual;)— avowing,  I  lay,  wilUngly,  that  fud 
a  righteoufnefs  doth  ever  accompany  the  jultification  St 
Paul  fpeaketh  of,  yet  that  fort  of  righteoufnefs  doth  noi 
feem  implied  by  the  word  Jufiification,  according  to  St 
Paul's  intent,  in  thofe  places,  where  he  difcourfeth  abom 
jufiification  by  faith ;  for  that  fuch  a  fenfe  of  the  woid 
doth  not  well  confift  with  the  drift  and  efficacy  of  his  m« 
foning,  nor  with  divers  paifages  in  his  difcourfe.    For, 

1.  Whereas  St.  Paul,  from  the  general  depravation  d 
manners  in  all  men,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  argueth  the 
neceility  of  fuch  a  jufiification,  as  the  Chriftian  Gofpd 
declareth  and  exhibiteth,  if  we  ihould  take  juftificatioa  fbi 
infiifing  an  inherent  quality  of  righteoufnefs  into  men,  by 
the  like  difcourfe  we  might  infer  the  imperfe^on  and  in- 
fufficiency  of  ChrifUanity  itfelf,  and  confequently  the  o^- 
ceflity  of  another  difpenfation  befide  it ;  for  that  even  al 

jametiii.s.Chrifiians,  as  St.  James  faith,  do  offend  often,  andcom- 
miflion  of  fin  doth  alfo  much  reign  among  them ;  fo  thai 
St.  Paul's  difcourfe  (jufiification  being  taken  in  this  fenfe] 
might  fh-ongly  be  retorted  againfl  himfelf. 

2.  Suppofing  that  fenfe  of  jufiification,  a  Jew  m^i 
eafily  invalidate  St.  Paul's  ratiocination,  by  faying,  tha^ 
even  their  religion  did  plainly  enough  declare  fuch  a  joft 
fication,  which  God  did  beflow  upon  all  good  men  a 
their  way,  as  by  their  frequent  acknowledgments  and  de 

Pf.  li.  10.  votions  is  apparent ;  fuch  as  thofe  of  the  Pfalmift :  &«•£ 
in  me  a  clean  heart,  0  God,  renew  a  right  Jpirit  wiikk 

pr.cxiiii.io.  me.  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will,  for  thou  art  my  God.  Mdk 
me  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy  commandments  ;  incline  m 
heart  unto  thy  te/iimonies.  Which  fort  of  prayers  Got 
hearing  did  infiife  righteoufnefs,  and  juflified  thofe  per 
fons  in  this  fenfe)  fo  that  Chriflianity  herein  could  nc 
challenge  any  thing  peculiar,  or  could  upon  this  fcore  mp 
pear  fo  neceflary  as  St.  Paul  pretendeth. 

3.  From  the  jufiification  St.  Paul  fpeaketh  of,  all  n 
fpeft  to  any  works,  and  to  any  qualifications  in  men,  (fuc 
as  might  beget  in  them  any  confidence  in  themfelves,  < 
yield  occafion  of  boafling,)  is  excluded ;  it  cannot  then 
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fare  well  be  underfiood  for  a  conftituting  man  intrinfecaUy  SERM. 
liglitecms^  or  infufing  worthy  qualities  into  him ;  but  ra-       ^' 
ther  for  an  aSt  of  God  terminated  upon  a  man  as  alto- 
gether  unworthy  of  God's  love,  as  impious,  as  an  enemy, 
•I  a  pure  objeA  of  mercy ;  fo  it  is  moft  natural  to  un- 
dnrfiand  thofe  expreffions,  importing  the  fame  thing;  God^^^oL  m  5. 
f^^th  the  ungodly;  we  being  ^nners,  Chri/i  died  for  us;  '  ' 
.  (parchafing^  as  the  following  words  imply,  juftification 
for  us;)  being  yet  enemies,  we  by  his  death  were  reconciled^  Rom.T.  10. 
or  juftified,  for  reconciliation  and  juftification,  as  we  before 
noted,  do  there  fignify  the  fame. 

4.  Abraham  is  brought  in  as  an  inftance  of  a  perfon 
juftified  in  the  fame  manner,  as  Chriftians  are  according 
to  the  Gofpel :  but  his  juftification  was  merely  the  ap- 
froving  and  efteeming  him  righteous,  in  regard  (not  to 
ny  other  good  works,  but)  to  his  fteadfaft  fdth,  and 
Iroog  perfuafion  concerning  the  power  and  faithfiilnefs  of 
God — becaufe  he  was  fully  perfuaded^  that  what  God  had  R««.  »▼. 
promi/ed  he  was  able  to  perform;  to  which  faith  and  jufti- 
Ceadon  confequent  thereon,  St.  Paul  comparing  thofe  of 
Chriftians,  fubjoineth ;  Now  it  was  not  written  for  his  fake  Rom.  ir. 
ibfie,  that  it  was  imputed  to  him,  but  for  us  alfo,  to  whom  ^^'  ^^' 
if  fiall  be  imputed^  if  we  believe  on  him  that  raifed  up 
a^  our  Lord  from  the  dead.  As  then  it  were  an  idle 
d&ig  to  fancy  a  righteoufnefs,  upon  the  fcore  of  that  be- 
lief, dropt  into  Abraham ;  and  as  his  being  juftified  is  ej^- 
preftly  called,  having  righteoufnefs,  upon  the  account  of 
Us  iUth,  imputed,  or  afcribed,  to  him ;  fo  our  juftifica- 
tion (like  and  anfwerable  to  his)  ftiould  correfpondently 
be  underftood,  the  approving  and  accounting  us,  notwith- 
Ihnding  our  former  tranfgreflions,  as  righteous  perfons, 
in  regard  to  that  honeft  and  fteadfaft  faith,  wherein  we 
nfemble  thai  Father  of  the  faithful. 

Even  St.  James  himfelf,  when  he  faith  that  Abraham 
and  Rahab  were  juftified  by  works,  it  is  evident  that  he 
meaoeth  not  that  they  had  certain  righteous  qualities  in- 
filled into  them,  or  were  made  thence  by  God  intrinle- 
cilly  more  righteous  than  they  were  before,  but  that  they 
^le  approved  and  accepted  by  God,  becaufe  of  the  good 


234  OfJyfiificaiion  by  PaUL 

SERM.  works  they  performed^  (in  fiuth  and  obedicnoe  to  God,) 
V.      one  of  them  offering  to  facriiice  his  fon^  the  other  piefervr 
kig  the  fpies  fent  from  God's  people. 

5.  The  (b  often  uiing  the  word  imputation  of  rights 
eoufnefsy  inftead  of  juftificationp  doth  imply  this  aft  OOC 
to  be  a  traniient  operation  upon  the  foul  of  manf  but  ao 
aA  inmianent  to  God's  mind,  rcfpeAing  man  only  as  its 
ol^eA,  and  tranflating  him  into  another  relative  ftatfls 
with  this  fenfe  that  word  excellently  well  agreeth«  other* 
wife  it  were  obfcure,  and  fo  apt  to  perple;^  the  mallerj 
that  probably  St.  Paul  would  not  have  u&d  it* 

6.  Again,  when  it  is  faid  again  and  again,  thaijaiikis 
imputed  for  righleovfnefs,  it  is  pliun  enough,  that  no  otb^ 
thing  in  man  was  required  thereto ;  to  lay,  that  b^  J« 
thereby  fan6tified,  or  hath  gracious  habits  infufedj  ia  w« 
couth  and  arbitrarious :  the  obvious  meaning  ia,  tBa} 
therefore  he  is  gracioufly  accepted  and  approved^  at  W9 
(aid  before. 

7.  We  might  in  fine  add,  that  the  word  juftificationii 
very  feldom  or  never  ufcd  in  that  fenfe  of  making  peribot 
righteous,  or  infufing  righteoufnefs  into  them.  Bfsllar<» 
mine  and  Grotius,  having  fearched  with  all  poffible  diU« 
gence,  do  allege  three  or  four  places,  wherein  (with  fomt 
plaufible  appearance)  they  pretend  it  muft  be  fo  undor- 
ftood :  but  as  they  are  fo  few,  fo  are  they  not  imy  ^ 
them  thoroughly  clear  and  certain;  but  are  capably  tobf 
otherwife  interpreted  without  much  draining;  the  cleaveft 
place,  Dan.  xii.  3.  the  LXX.  read  D*^p*VtD,  mo  hnjaimi 
which  the  Hebrew  and  lenfe  will  bear.  Wherefore  tbf 
other  fenfe,  which  we  have  maintained*  being  undeniably 
common  and  current  in  the  Scripture,  and  having  fo  nuiBy 
particular  reafons  (hewing  it  agreeable  to  St.  Paul'9  iptenit 
feemeth  rather  to  be  embraced. 

In  St.  Paul's  Epiftles  I  can  only  find  three  or  four 
places,  wherein  the  word  j^iftifying  may  with  any  fair 
probability  be  fo  extended  as  to  (ignify  an  internal  opeTfi^ 
tion  of  God  upon  the  foul  of  men ;  they  are  thefe : 
1  Cor.  vi.  And  fuch  were  fome  of  you  ;  hut  ye  have  f^een  WfifiMf 
but  ye  have  been/anSHfied,  but  ye  have  ^een  j^ftified  in  th$ 
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name  of  Ckrl/l  Jefus,  and  *  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God;  where  S  E  R  M. 
jttftification  bdng  performed  by  the  Sfnrit  of  God,  feem**      V. 
eth  to  imply  a  fpiritual  operation  upon  a  man's  foul,  as  an  ,  |^ 
iqgMient  thereof. 

According  to  his  mercy  hejaved  uSf  by  the  laver  ofrege^TtL  iii.  5« 
mratioH^  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  which  he  poured^  '* 
mmriehlg  by  Jefus  Chrift  our  Saviour;  that  being  ju/li'- 
fed  by  hie  grace,  we  may  be  made  heirs,  according  to  the 
bepe tf  everU^ing  life:  where  God's  joftifying  us  by  the 
grsce  of  Chrift  feemeth  to  include  the  renewing  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft. 

4  He  thai  dieth,  is  juftified  from  fin :  where  St.  Paul  Rom.  vi»  7. 
peeking  about  our  obligation  to  lead  a  new  life  in  holy 
obedience,  upon  account  of  our  being  dedicated  to  Chrift, 
Hid  renouncing  fin  in  baptifm,  may  be  interpreted  to 
■nun  a  being  really  in  our  hearts  purified  and  freed  from 
fa. 

Whom  he  predeftinated,  thofe  he  called ;  and  whom  he  Horn.  ▼Hi. 
eeOed,  ikofe  he  juftified;  and  whom  he  juftified,  thofe  he^^' 
l^»^ed :  where  the  chief  afis  of  God  toward  thofe  who 
finally  (hall  be  faved,  being  in  order  purpofely  recited,  and 
jiflification  being  immediately  (without  interpofing  fan^* 
fication)  coupled  to  glorification,  the  word  may  feem  to 
coDprifb  fanAification. 

If  oonfidering  thefe  places  (which  yet  are  not  clearly 
piqndicial  to  the  notion  we  have  made  good,  but  may 
wril  be  interpreted  lb  as  to  agree  thereto)  it  ftiall  feem  to 
•ay,  that  St.  Paul  doth  not  ever  fo  ftri£Uy  adhere  to  that 
notion,  as  not  fometime  to  extend  the  word  to  a  larger 
beSo,  I  fliall  not  much  Contend  about  it :  it  is  an  ordi- 
Hiy  thing  for  all  writers  10  ufe  their  words  fometimes  in 
0  loiger,  fometimes  in  a  ftri£ler  fenfe ;  and  it  fufficetb  to 
hi«e  (hewn,  that  where  St.  Paul  purpofely  treateth  about 
the  matter  we  difoourfe  upon,  the  purport  o!  his  difcourlle 
atguethy  that  he  ufeth  it  acconting  to  that  notion  which 
lie  have  propofed.  mo^ 

8. 1  (hall  only  add  one  fmall  obfervation  '"'^ure, 

frfonriog  this  notion ;  which  is  the  pn^  it  refpe&eth*  of 
iD  St.  Paul's  difcourfe  and  difpntatioreferring  to  the  pai. 

K4 
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SERM.  which  feemeth  to  have  been  this:  That  Chriftiadtyflioiild 
^'       (upon  fo  (lender  a  condition  or  performance  as  that  of 
Vid.  Cyriii.  faith)  tender  unto  all  perfons  indi£Ferentlyj  however  cul- 
hh'y\\!p!^'  P^^^^  ^^  flagitious  their  former  lives  had  been,  a  pl^iary 
348.  where  remiflion  of  fins  and  reception  into  Ood's  favour,  did  feem 
is  ve^weU  ^"  unrcafonable  and  implaufible  thing  to  many :  the  Jews  * 
defcribed.    could  not  well  conceive,  or  relifh,  that  any  man  fo  eafily  ^ 
ihould  be  tranflated  into  a  (late  equal,  or  fuperior  to  tba^  « 
which   they  took  themfelves  peculiarly  to  enjoy :   the 
Gentiles  themfelves  (efpecially  fuch  as  conceited  well  of 
their  own  wifdom  and  virtue)   could  hardly  digeft  it; 
^tx$i  9'iris.  Celfus  in  Origen  could  not  imagine  or  admit,  that  bare 
faith  (hould  work  fuch  a  miracle,  as  prefently  to  turn  a 
dKTolute  perfon  into  a  faint,  beloved  of  God,  and  defigned 
to  happinefs, 

Zozimus  faith  of  Conftantine,  that  he  chofe  Chriftitmty 
as  the  only  religion,  that  promifed  impunity  and  paidoo 
for  his  enormous  prances ;  intimating  his  diflike  of  that 
point  in  our  religion.  This  prejudice  againft  the  Gofpd 
St.  Paul  removeth,  by  (hewing  that,  becaufe  of  all  moi'i 
guUt  and  (infulnefs,  fuch  an  exhibition  of  mercy,  fuch  an 
overture  of  acceptance,  fuch  a  remiflSon  of  fin  was  neoef- 
fary  in  order  to  falvation,  fo  that  without  it  no  man  could 
be  exempted  from  wrath  and  mifery;  and  that  conib- 
quently  all  other  religions  (as  not  exhibiting  fuch  a  re- 
miflSon)  were  to  be  deemed  in  a  main  point  defeAive: 
when  therefore  be  ufeth  the  word  juftification  to  expre& 
this  matter,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  he  intendeth 
thereby  to  (ignify  that  remi(non,  or  difpenfation  of  mercy. 
It  may  be  obje£led,  that  St.  Auftin  and  fome  others  of 
the  Fathers  do  ufe  the  word  commonly  according  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  Tridentine  Council.  I  anfwer,  that  the  point 
having  never  been  difcu(red,  and  they  never  having  tho- 
roughly con(idered  the  fenfe  of  St.  Paul,  might  unawares 
take  the  word  as  it  founded  in  Latin,  efpecially  the  fenfe 
they  affixy  Uo  it,  fignifying  a  matter  very  true  and  certain 
in  Chr'God  upc  The  like  hath  happened  to  other  Fathers 
m  And  fuck  were^d  might  happen  to  them  in  this,  not  to 
dut  ye  have  beenfan<  points  that  never  had  been  fifled  by 
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^patation.     More^  I  think,  we  need  not  lay  in  anfwer  SERM. 
to  thdr  authority.  ^' 

VI.  So  much  may  fuffice  for  a  general  explication  of 
tbe  nouoD ;  but  for  a  more  full  clearing  of  the  point,  it 
may  be  requifite  to  refolve  a  queftion  concerning  the  time 
when  this  aft  is  performed  or  difpenfed.  It  may  be  in- 
fnired^  when  God  juftifieth,  whether  once,  or  at  feve- 
itl  times,  or  continually.  To  which  queftion  I  anfwer 
briefly: 

I.  That  the  juftification  which  St.  Paul  difcourfeth  of, 
ixmeth  in  his  meaning,  only  or  efpecially  to  be  that  aft 
t)f  grace,  which  is  difpenfed  to  perfons  at  their  baptifm, 
or  at  their  entrance  into  the  Church ;  when  they  openly 
prafeffing  their  faith,  and  undertaking  the  praftice  oS 
Chriftian  duty,  God  moft  folemnly  and  formally  doth  ab- 
Ufe  them  from  all  guilt,  and  accepteth  them  into  a  ftate 
cf&Four  with  him :  that  St.  Paul  only  or  chiefly  refpeft- 
fAk  this  aft,  confidering  his  defign,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
aad  many  paflages  in  his  difcourfe  feem  to  imply. 

If  bis  defign  were  (as  I  conceive  it  probable)  to  vin- 
4kate  the  proceeding  of  God,  peculiarly  declared  in  the 
Cofpel,  in  receiving  the  moft  notorious  and  heinous  tranf- 
greflbrs  to  grace  in  baptifm,  then  efpecially  muft  the  jufti- 
Ccauon  he  fpeaketh  of  relate  to  that ;  to  confirm  which 
fiippofition,  we  may  confider,  that, 

I.  In  feveral  places  juftification  is  coupled  with  baptif* 
Oil  regeneration  and  abfolution  :  Such  were  fame  of  you  ;  1  Cqr.  ni, 
ht ye  h(we  been  u/q/hedy  ye  have  leen  fanSiified^  ye  have^^' 
km  juftified  in  the  name  of  Chri/l  Jefus :  (where,  by  the 
way,  being  fanftified  and  being  juftified  feem  equivalent 
terms ;  as  in  that  place  where  Chrift  is  faid  to  have  given  Eph.  t.  as. 
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Umfilf/or  the  Church,  that  he  might  fan&ify  it,  and^'^y^^ 
tkanfe  it  with  the  wajhing  of  water  by  the  IVord,  fanftifi- 
ealion,  I  conceive,  importeth  the  fame  thing  with  juftifi- 
cation.)   Again,  He  faved  us  by  the  laver  of  regeneration.  Tit  Ui.  5,7. 
^kai  having  been  juftified  by  his  grace,  we  may  be  made  ^^^  '  ^'  '^' 
ieirs  of  everlqfting  life. 

3.  St.  Paul  in  e^preflSng  this  aft^  as  it  refpefteth  the 
iaithful,  commonly  doth  ufe  a  tenfe  referring  to  the  paft 
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3ERM.  time :  he  faith  not  htxouifuwi,  being  ju/iified,  but  JmamMt*  i 
^'       Tff^,  having  heenjujiified;  not  8ixaioO«-de,  ye  artjuf^fied^  baft 
Rom.  V.  1,  ^<xdue»^irrfy  ye  Aave  betnjuftified;  namely,  at  fome 
^   .         able  time,  that  is,  at   their  entrance  into  Chrifti 
1  Cor.  ▼!.    (Our  tranflators  do  render  it  according  to  the  p: 
^^*  time;  but  it  fhould  be  rendered  as  I  fay,  in  our  tezt^  ant; 

in  other  places.)  l^ 

Rom.  vt.        3.  St.  Paul  in  the  6th  to  the  Romans  difcourfeth  thmK 
Seeing  we  in  baptifm  are  cleanfed  and  difentangled 
fin,  are  dead  to  itj  and  fojiiftified  from  ii^  God  fbrUd 
we  (hould  return  to  live  in  the  pradice  thereof,  fo  al 
and  evacuating  the  grace  we  have  received ;  which  dU^I 
courfe  feemeth  plainly  to  fignify,  that  he  treateth  abovt^ 
the  juftification  conferred  in  baptifm. 
Rom.  iii.        4.  He  expreflbth  the  juftification  he  fpeaketh  of  by  tha  : 
^^'  words  irapio-is  tspv  vpoytyov^rcoy  diLot^xr^^LeerWy  the  p^0Wg  9lHt 

foregoing finSy  which  feemeth  to  refpeA  that  univeriid  d^ 
folution,  which  is  exhibited  in  baptifm.  Beings  faith  hi^ 
juflified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  thai  it 
in  Ckrijl  Jeftis;  whom  God  hut hfet  forth  to  be  a  propiiio' 
tion  through  faith  in  his  bloody  to  declare  his  righteoufntfi^ 
for  the  remjjffion  of  fins  that  are  pqfiy  through  the  forbear^ 
ance  of  God. 

5.  The  relation  this  juftification  hath  to  faith,  beipg 
difpenfed  in  regard  thereto,  (or  upon  condition  thereof^) 
doth  infer  the  fame :  Fdth  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  hearty 
embracing  Chriflianity,  which  firfi  exerteth  itfelf  by  open 
Rom.x.  10.  declaration  and  avowal  in  baptifm,  (when  we  believe  i»ilk 
our  hearts  to  righteoufnefs,  and  confefs  with  our  mouth  io 
falvation ;)  to  that  time  therefore  the  tuSt  of  juftification 
may  be  fuppofed  efpecially  to  appertain :  then,  when  the 
evangelical  covenant  is  folemnly  ratified,  the  grace  thereof 
efpecially  is  conferred.  Upon  fuch  confiderations  I  co&r 
ceive  that  St.  Paul's  juftification  chiefly  doth  refpeS^  that 
a£k  of  grace,  which  Grod  configneth  to  us  at  our  baptifin. 
But  farther, 

2.  The  virtue  and  effeft  of  that  firft  juftifying  a&  doth 
continue  (we  abide  in  a  juftified  flate)  fo  long  -as  we  do 
perform  the  conditions  impofed  by  God^  and  undertakeo 
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If  us  at  our  firft  juftification ;  holding  fq/l  the  prof^ffion  of  SERM. 
r  k^p0  wiikoui  wavering  ;  keeping  failh,  and  a  good  con-       ^• 
I  S^  long  aB  we  do  not  forfeit  the  benefit  of  that  Heb.  x.  sa. 
by  snaking  Jh^wreck  of'faiih  and  a  good  cotffcience,  iTiin.i.19. 
ribpfiog  into  infidelity,  or  profanenefs  of  iife.    Our  cafe  ^ J'^^J'* 
iphinlj  like  to  that  of  a  fubje^  who  having  rebelled  Heb.  z.  969 
^Hofi  hk  prince,  and  thence  incurred  his  difpleafure,  but^^'^*'  ^' 
Wnog  afterward  upon  his  fubmiflion,  by  the  clemency  of 
m  prince,  obtained  an  a£k  of  pardon,  refioring  him  to  fkv 
■or  and  enjoyment  of  the  proteSdon  and  privileges  fuit- 
Ua  to  a  loyal  fubjefiv  doth  continue  in  this  (late,  until 
ly  finiaking  his  allegiance,  and  running  again  into  rebel- 
Eon,  he  fo  lofeth  the  benefit  of  that  pardon,  that  his  of- 
bioe  is  aggravated  thereby :  fo  if  we  do  perfevere  firm 
a  fiuth  and  obedience,  we  ihall  (according  to  the  purport 
rf the  evangelical  covenant)  continue  in  a  Aate  of  grace 
al  favour  with  God,  and  in  efk&L  remain  juflified;  other- 
irife  the  virtue  of  our  juftification  ceafeth,  and  we  in  re- 
gttd  thereto  are  more  deeply  involved  in  guilt. 

3*  Although  juftification  chiefly  fignifieth  the  firft  a£t 
of  grace  toward  a  Chriftian  at  his  baptifm,  yet  (according 
to  analogy  of  reafon,  and  affinity  in  the  nature  of  things) 
every  difpenfation  of  pardon  granted  upon  repentance  may 
be  fiyled  juftification;  for  as  particular  aSs  of  repentance, 
opon  the  commiffion  of  any  particular  fins,  do  not  fo 
amch  differ  in  nature,  as  in  meafure  or  degree,  from  that 
geaeral  converfion  pra£tifed  in  embracing  the  Gofpel ;  fo 
the  grace  vouchfafed  upon  thefe  penitential  a£b,  is  only  pteniteatii 
in  kigenefs  of  extent,  and  folemnity  of  adminiftration,  di-  {JPlSiJ?^'  . 
veifified  from  that ;  efpecially  confidering  that  repentance  gratiam. 
ifkcr  biffin  is  but  a  reviving  of  that  firft  great  refolution  pjjll.'^'o. 
ind  engagement  we  made  in  baptifm ;  that  remiflion  of 
fia  upon  it  is  only  the  renovation  of  the  grace  then  exhi- 
bited ;  that  the  whole  tranfa£Uon  in  this  cafe  is  but  a  re- 
inftating  the  covenant  then  made  (and  afterward  by  tranf- 
j;reffion  infringed)  upon  the  (ame  terms,  which  were  then 
igreed  upon ;  that  confequently,  by  congruous  analogy, 
liis  remiflion  of  fins,  and  reftoring  to  favour,  granted  to  a 
^enitent^   are  only   the  former  juftification   reinforced; 
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SERM.  whence  they  may  bear  its  name :  but  whether  St.  Ifnl 
^'       ever  meaneth  the  word  to  fignify  thus,  I  cannot  aflElrm. 

Now  according  to  each  of  thefe  notions  all  good  Chii^ 
tians  may  be  f^d  to  have  been  juftified ;  they  have  beea 
juftified  by  a  general  abolition  of  their  fins,  and  receptkm 
into  God's  favour  in  baptifm ;  they  fo  &r  have  enjoyed 
the  virtue  of  that  gracious  difpenlation,  and  continued  m 
a  juftified  ftate,  as  they  have  perfifted  in  fiedth  and  obedi» 
ence ;  they  have,  upon  falling  into  fin,  and  rifing  theoo^ 
by  repentance,  been  juftified  by  particular  remiffions.  fo 
that  having  been  jvfiified  by  Jmihy  they  have  peace  wlk 
God,  through  our  Lord  Je/us  Chrift. 


31  "Belietie  in  0oti, 


SERMON    VI. 


THE  BEING  OF  GOD  PROVED  FROM  THE 
FRAME  OF  THE  WORLD. 


Jer.  li.  15. 

I 

I  ne  hath  made  the  earth  by  his  power j  he  hath  e/labU/hed  Str,  x.  13. 

ike  world  by  his  wifdom,  and  hathjlretched  out  the  hea-* 

ven  by  his  under/landing. 

IHE  attentive  obfervation  of  this  world,  or  vifible  SERM. 
fnune,  is  not  only  in  itfelf  a  mod  worthy  employment  of  VI. 
our  thoughts,  (much  more  neble  than  any  of  thofe  petty  — ~""" 
cares,  which  commonly  poflefs  or  diftra£t  our  minds,)  but, 
if  either  the  example  of  the  bed  men,  or  the  great  ufeful- 
aeis  thereof,  to  the  beft  purpofes,  can  oblige  us,  even  a 
confiderabb  duty  not  to  be  negle£led  by  us.  For  it  is 
that  which  affords  moft  cogent  and  fatisfa£iory  arguments 
to  convince  us  of,  and  to  confirm  us  in,  the  belief  of  that 
truth  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  reli^on  and  piety, 
tbe  being  of  one  God,  incomprehenfibly  excellent  in  all 
perfe&ions,  the  maker  and  upholder  of  all  things ;  it  in- 
ftruAs  us  not  only  that  God  is,  but  more  diflin6lly  (hews 
what  he  is ;  declaring  his  chief  and  peculiar  attributes  of 
wifdom,  goodnefs,  and  power  fuperlative;  it  alfo  ferves 
to  beget  in  our  minds  affe£iions  toward  God,  fuitable  to 
thofe  notions ;  a  reverent  adoration  of  his  unfearchable 
wifdom;    an  avTful  dread  of* his  powerful  Majefty;   a 
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SERM.  ^ame  end  and  effeel:,  (to  the  fame  ufeful  end,  to  the  fame 
VI.  handfome  efTeft  ?)  Are  not  confufion,  difparity^  deformity} 
unaccountable  change  and  variety,  the  proper  iflues  of 
chance^?  It  is  Arifto tie's  difcourfe:  That  ofw  or  turn 
things,  f^th  he,  Jhould  happen  to  be  in  the  fame  mammri 
is  not  unreafonalle  to  fuppofe;  but  that  all  things  JkonM 
amfpire  by  chance j  it  looks  like  aJiQion  to  conceive:  whai 
is  univerfal  and  perpetual  cannot  refult  from  chancem  We 
can  only,  faith  he  again,  with  good  reafon  affert,  orjkpp^  1 
fw:h  caufes  of  things,  as  we  fee  generally  or  Jrequenily  te 
occur  ^.  Now  did  we  ever  obferve  (or  ever  any  man 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  times)  any  new  thing  like 
or  comparable  to  any  of  thefe,  to  fpring  up  cafually  ?  Do 
we  not  with  admiration  regard  (as  a  thing  very  rare  and 
unaccountable)  in  other  pieces  of  matter  any  grofs  refem^ 
blance  to  thefe,  that  feemeth  to  arife  from  contingeni 
motions  and  occurrences  of  bodies?  If  chance  hath  for- 
merly produced  fuch  things,  how  comes  it,  that  it  doth 
not  fometime  now  produce  the  like ;  whence  becomes  it 
for  fo  many  ages  altogether  impotent  and  idle  ?  Is  it  not 
the  fame  kind  of  caufe  ?  hath  it  not  the  fame  inftnunento 
to  work  with,  and  the  fame  materials  to  work  upon?  Tbff  ' 
truth  is,  as  it  doth  not  now,  fo  it  did  not,  it  could  not  ever 
produce  fuch  effe£ts;  fuch  efft&s  are  plainly  improper  and 
incongruous  to  fuch  a  caufe:  chance  never  writ  a  legible 
book;  chance  never  built  a  fair  houfe;  chance  never  dreir 
a  neat  picture ;  it  never  did  any  of  thefe  things,  nor  ever 
will ;  nor  can  be  without  abfurdity  fuppofed  able  to  do 
them ;  which  yet  are  works  very  grofs  and  rude,  very  eafy 
and  feaiible,  as  it  were,  in  comparifon  to  the  produAion 
of  a  flower  or  a  tree.  It  is  not  therefore  reafonable  to 
afcribe  thofc  things  to  chance :  To  what  then  ?  wiD  yon 

*  — Fortana  arnica  varictatt  conftantiam  refpuit.     Cie.  it  Nat.  Dfr,  s. 

'O  Xicf  Mri^«XA«v  kfAfMt  A  )vMcr«4  /uri;^ii»  ro^Mrf*  ^%imt  ym^  ^  t§St»  hnA" 
fustt  ^y$pf  9rit  ffcj  re^i  wvn^u  r«  vcv.     Artfi.  Poi,  vii.  4. 

^  T«  fikp  y$t(  If  ^  iu0  rour»9  «/•«*«»  7;^fOf  ii^^f  Ar§9»r  r«  )i  wmi&  t^tmutg  whuf 
futrt  tMitf,  mftM  3i  i»  Wtip  iv  tmV  ^um  r»  itf  3fri>;^i9.  tyUi  rs  9rm9rm;^§Sp  ami  vwnt 
^«f  A^»»  ri  Awi  rUt  ruxnt.     De  Cmlo,  ii.  8. 

M«Ni  yk^  TmSrm  ^triaf  iltXiyats,  «r«  Ivt  v^AAmt,  n  v'mpnn  ifif^vt  inri^x,* 
Id,  de  Cmlo, 
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',  to  neceflity  ?  If  you  do,  you  do  only  alter  the  phrafe;  SERM. 

neoeflary  caufality  (as  applicable   to  this  cafe,  and      VI. 
:en  without  relation  to  fome  wifdom  or  counfel  that 
iblilbed  it)  is  but  another  name  for  chance ;  they  both 

but  feveral  terms  denoting  blindnefs  and  unadvifed* 
I  in  aftion ;  both  mud  imply  a  fortuitous  determina- 
1  of  caufes,  a6Ung  without  defign  or  rule.  A  for* 
tous  determination,  I  (ay ;  for  motions  of  matter,  not 
ided  by  art  or  counfel,  mud  be  in  their  rife  fortuitous, 
Ibmuch  as  that  according  to  the  nature  of  the  thing 
re  is  no  repugnance,  and  we  may  eafily  conceive  it 
Eble,  that  the  matter  might  have  been  moved  other- 
e;  there  being  therein  no  principle  originally  deter- 
wig  it  to  this  more  than  to  that  fort  of  motiop  ;)  and 
\  fiune  motions  in  their  procefs  muft  be  determinate, 
aiufe  in  their  fubje£t  there  is  no  principle,  whereby  it 
r  liter  its  courfe.  The  (ame  effedt  therefore  of  this 
id,  if  neceflary,  is  cafual  as  to  its  original,  and  in  that 
peft  may  be  faid  to  come  from  chance ;  if  cafual,  is 
^ry  in  the  progrefs,  and  may  thence  be  (aid  to  pro- 
d  from  neceility.  And  although  we  fhould  fuppofe 
!  banning  of  thefe  caufes  in  their  action,  or  motion, 
be  eternal,  it  were  all  one;  for  whether  now,  or 
leiday,  or  from  eternity,  infers  no  difference  (except 

entangling  our  minds,  and  encumbering  the  cafe  with 
pertinent  circumftances)  as  to  our  purpofc;  not  the 
nmiftance  of  the  time,  but  the  quality  of  the  caufe 
ng  only  here  confiderable ;  the  fame  caufes  (abftra£t- 

from  all  couo(el  ordering  them)  being  alike  apt  or 
M  yefierday  as  to-day,  always  as  fometimes,  from  all 
rnity  as  at  any  (et  time,  to  produce  fuch  effefts.    Neither 

we  therefore  reafonably  attribute  the  eflfefts  we  fpeak 

0  necefiity ;  e^ccept  only  to  fuch  an  hypothetical  ne- 
ity,  as  implies  a  determination  from  caufes  a£Ung  by 
:  and  underftanding ;  of  fuch  a  necefiity  matter  is  very 
eptive;  being  perfe6Uy  obedient  to  art  dire£ting  it 

1  competent  force ;  as  on  the  other  hand  we  find  it 
realbn  and  experience  altogether  unapt,  without  fuch 
QMiRf  of  itfelf  (that  is,  either  neceflarily  or  contin- 
DL.  IV.  L 
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SERM.  gently)  to  come  into  any  regular  form,  or  to  purfueany 
^^*      conftant  courfe ;  Lt  beingi  as  we  fee,  (battered  into  pud- 
cles  innumerable,  different  in  iize,  fhape,  and  motion,  le- 
cording  to  all  variety  more  than  ima^nable ;  thence  only 
fit  in  their  proceedings  to  crofs  and  confound  each  other: 
the  determination  therefore  of  fuch  caufes  as  theie  to 
fuch  ends  and  efieSs,  can  be  only  the  refult  of  wUdooiy 
art,  and  counfel;  which  alone  (accompanied  with  fuffidaH 
power)  can   digeft  things,  void  of  underftanding,  nM 
handfome  order,  can  dire£l  them  unto  fit  ufes,  can  piefaif ; 
them  in  a  conftant  tenor  of  a&ion;  thefe  e&cds  mA 
therefore,  I  fay,  proceed  from  wifdom,  and  that  no  mcMi 
one,  but  fuch  as  greatly  furpaflles  our  compreheofio% 
joined  with  a  power  equally  great :  for  to  digeft  bodki 
fo  very  many,  fo  very  fine  and  fubtile,  fo  divers  in  motioi 
and  tendency,  that  they  fliall  never  hinder  or  difturb  (M| 
another,  but  always  confpire  to  the  fame  defign^  is  a  pcr^ 
formance  exceedingly  beyond  our  capacity  to  reach  hov 
it  could  be  contrived  or  accompliftied ;  all  the  endeavour 
of  our  deepeft  (kill  and  mofl  laborious  indu(fary  cannot  ar- 
rive to  the  producing  of  any  work  not  extremely  infemc; 
to  any  of  thefe,  not  in  comparifon  very  fimple  and  bafet: 
neither  can  our  wits  ferve  to  devife,  nor  our  fen(e  to  diieft- 
nor  our  hand  to  execute  any  work,  in  any  degree  like  H 
thofe.    So  that  it  was  but  fiuntly,  though  truly,  UcA  d 
Naturae      him  in  Cicero,  concerning  things  of  this  kind  ;  Naiur^i 
nuiu  are,    powerful  fagacity  nojkilly  no  hand,  no  artift  canfolhw  If; 

nulla  ma^    iiuikUion. 

opifex  con-     And  if  we  have  rcafon  to  acknowledge  fo  muchwifdoU 

fmitand?*'  and  power  difcovered  in  one  plant,  and  the  fame  confer 

Cic.Je  N,  quently  multiplied  in  fo  many  thoufands  of  divers  kindif 

*  '*  ^^*    how  much  more  may  we  difcem  them  in  any  one  nnimA 

in  all  of  them  ?  the  parts  of  whom  in*unconceivable  vftf 

riety,  in  delicate  minutenefs,  in  exquifitenefs  of  (hape,  po- 

fition,  and  temper,  do  indeed  fo  far  exceed  the  oUier^H 

they  appear  defigned  to  functions  far  more  various  ani^ 

more  noble ;  the  enumeration  of  a  few  whereof,  obvioo) 

to  our  fenfe,  in  fome  one  living  creature,  together  wid 

conjefiures  about  their  manner  of  operation  and  their  ufi 
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i6w  much  induftry  of  man  hath  it  employed ;  how  many  SERM. 

'olumes  hath  it  filled,  and  how  many  more  may  it  do,         *' 

lithout  detecting  a  ten  thoufandth  part  of  what  is  there 

Doft  obvious  and  eafy ;  without  piercing  near  the  depth 

if  that  wifdom,  which  formed  fo  curious  a  piece  ?  So 

nnch  however  is  palpably  manifeft,  that  each  of  thefe  fo 

uny  oigans  was  defigned,  and  fitted  on  purpofe  to  that 

Uef  uie,  or  operation,  we  fee  it  to  perform ;  this,  of  them 

Q  continue  the  kind ;  that,  to  preferve  the  individuum ; 

hisi  to  difcem  what  is  neceflary,  convenient,  or  pleafant  to 

he  creature,  or  what  is  dangerous,  ofTenfive,  or  deftru£tive 

bereto  ;  that,  to  purfue  or  embrace,  to  decline  or  (hun  it ; 

his,  to  enjoy  what  is  procured  of  good ;  that^  to  remove 

vfaat  is  hurtful  or  ufelefs,  or  to  guard  from  mifchief  and 

DJury;  that  each  one  is  fumifhed  with  fuch  apt  inftru- 

nents,  fuitable  to  its  particular  needs,  appetites,  capacities^ 

ladons,  is  moft  apparent ;  and  I  muft  therefore  here  aik 

gun,  (and  that  with  more  advantage^)  whence  this  could 

iroceed ;  whence  all  thefe  parts  came  to  be  fafhioned  and 

iiited;  all  of  them  fo  neceflary,  or  fo  convenient,  that 

one  without  the  imperfe£lion  and  the  prejudice  of  the 

nature,  fome  not  without  its  deftru£lion^  can  be  wanting  ? 

riio  (haped  and  tempered  thofe  hidden  fubtile  fprings  of 

fey  fenfi^  imagination,  memory,  paifion ;  who  imprefled  on 

bem  a  motion  fo  regular  and  fo  durable,  which  through 

b  many  years^  among  fo  many  adverfe  contingencies 

flailing  it,  is  yet  fo  fteadily  maintained  ?  Can  this  how- 

ver  proceed  from  giddy  chance,  or  blind  neceflity  ?  could 

ver  (of  old  or  lately,  it  is  all  one)  fenfelefs  matter  jumble 

llislf  fo  fortunately,  into  fo  wonderful  poftures,  fo  that  of 

bofe  innumerable  myriads  of  atoms^  or  fmall  infenfible 

odies,  (which  compofe  each  of  thefe  curious  engines,) 

one  (hould  in  iXi  roving  mifs  the  way ;  none  fail  to  (lop 

nd  leat  itfelf  in  that  due  place,  where  exacted  art  would 

are  diipofed  it  ^  ?  Could  fo  many,  fo  dim^  fo  narrow  marks 

n.  ▼!•  Or,  69. 
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SERM.  be  hit  without  the  aim  of  a  moft  piercing  and  tuieni^g 
VI.  eye ;  without  the  guidance  of  a  mod  fleady  and  imnHne- 
ablc  hand  ?  All  that  grace  and  beauty,  which  ib  deli^iti 
our  feufe  beholding  it ;  all  that  correfpondence  and  fym- 
mctry,  which  fo  fatisfies  our  mind  conJidering  it ;  all  thit 
virtue  and  energy,  extending  to  performances  fo  great  ol 
admirable,  mull  they  be  afcribed  to  caufes  of  no  wort^ 
and  fuppofed  done  to  no  purpofc !  that  eye  which  leacbH 
the  very  liars,  and  in  a  moment  renders  all  the  world,  u  k 
were,  prcfent  to  the  creature  that  ufeth  it ;  that  ear  wfaki 
perceives  the  leaft  ftirring  of  the  air  about  it,  and  fo  fob* 
tly  dillinguifhcs  the  fmalleft  differences  in  its  raotioBt 
Vid.  Chnf.  t*"^'  tongue  which  fo  readily  is  compofed  to  imitate  ft 
'a^.m.  many  p^tty  divcrfitjcs  of  tunc;  thofe  other  organs,  whick 
arc  atTe^ed  by  the  leall  breath  or  vapour,  by  the  kdl 
tang  or  favour,  fo  that  it  by  them  can  both  perceive  tkl 
prefcncc,  and  diflinguiih  the  quality  of  whatever  is  netfi 
that  it  may  not  be  difappotnted  in  milling  what  i9bea^' 
(icitJ,  nor  be  furprifed  by  the  afiauU  of  what  is  noxiov 
thereto ;  all  thefe  and  many  more,  the  defeft,  diftenipe^ 
or  diDocation  of  which  would  be  diTgraceful,  incomniofr 
ous,  or  de(lru£live  to  the  creature ;  all  thefe,  I  fay,  ctf 
any  man,  endued  with  common  fenle,  or  ordinary  ing^ 
nuity,  affirm  to  have  proceeded  from  any  other  caufe,  tliB 
from  a  wifdom  and  power  incomprehenfible )  •*  May  not  tki 
mod  excellent  pieces  of  human  artilice,  the  fairefl  ftns^ 
turcs,  the  linell  portraitures,  the  moH  ingenious  and  ufeM 
inquiries,  fuch  as  wc  are  wont  moll  to  Eulmire  and  cotB- 
mend,  with  infinitely  more  eafe,  happen  to  exift  withoiri 
any  contrivance  or  induflry  fpent  upon  them  ?  If  we  eist 
not  allow  thofe  rude  imitations  of  nature  to  fpring  upo 
ihemfclvcs,  but  as  foon  as  wc  efpy  them  are  ready  to  » 
knowledge  them  pn>dufl3  of  excellent  art,  though  ^veknW 
not  the  arlUl,  nor  did  fee  him  work ;  bow  much  more  n* 
Ion  151  there  that  we  fhould  believe  thufe  works  of  natutt 
fo  incomparably  more  accurate,  to  proceed  alfo  from  afl 
although  invilible  to  us,  and  performing  its  workmanfle 

'  V\i  Ti  axftrirnH  rpxir  ri  ix,yiMiii;T!  S,triniX(^'rntM)raivmiiif 
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rafiscret  hand?  I  can  aflure  you  of  thofe,  who  have  with  SERM. 
titeft  attention  contemplated  thefe  things,  and  who  paii  '* 
r  men  mod  able  to  judge  in  the  cafe,  (even  thofe  who 
.▼e  difcovered  leaft  affe^on  to  religion,  or  indeed  are 
xe  than  fufpeded  of  an  averfion  from  it ;  whofe  words 
nefore  may  be  taken  at  leaft  for  impartial  di^tes  of  com- 
Mi  fenfe,)  that  even  firom  fuch  the  irrefiftible  force  and 
idence  of  the  thing  hath  extorted  clear  and  ample  con- 
Eont  to  thb  purpofe :  ^  that  in  nature  nothing  is  per- 
med without  reafon  or  defign ;  but  every  thing  in  the 
ft  manner  and  to  the  beft  end,  beyond  what  is  done  in 
f  ait^  is  frequently  ailerted  and  aflumed  by  Ariftotle 
nfi^f  as  a  moft  evident  truth :  that  in  contriving  the 
me  of  our  bocBes,  (and  the  fame  holdcth  concerning  the 
dies  of  other  animals,)  a  wifdom  infcrutable ;  in  accom- 
fliiiig  it^  a  power  infuperable ;  in  defigning  to  them  fo 
ich  of  decency  and  convenience,  a  benignity  wor- 
f  of  all  veneration  are  demonftrated,  Galen  in  feve- 
places,  with  language  very  full  and  exprefs,  yea  very 
Eoeft  and  patheticalj  doth  acknowledge  ^  That  who 
th  attently  regard  a  locuft,  or  a  caterpillar,  or  any  other 
er  animal,  (hall  every  where  therein  difcover  a  wonderful 
:  and  diligence,  is  an  aphorifni  dropt  even  from  the 
lomy  pen  of  Cardan  6.  That  if  any  manJhalL  view  tho- 
igUy  all  the  in/lruments  loth  of  generation  and  nutrition^ 
I  doth  not  perceive  them  to  have  been  made  and  ordered  to 
ir  refpe6iiv€  offices  hy  fome  mindj  (or  intelligent  agent,) 
if  io  be  reputed  himfelf  void  of  mind  h,  (or  out  of  his 

Ari/i,  de  Part,  An,  i.  1.     MaXX**  )*  ir<  t«  v  i»i««t,  x«ti  r«  »mX.it  U  r»7(  rn^ 

\  fimt  ^  irtu  rSf  l^xf^^^  ^  jSUnrrfv.    PAjf.  ii.  8. 
t  fmn  tin  iKiyttg  «K  fuirnt  irtu,    De  Cmio,  ii.  11. 
jis«  ri  «ir««r«  vT»^u  rk  fun/.     De  Anima,  iii.  13. 

GdL  de  Planus  Hiffoc,  et  Plat,  lib.  7*  d«  Vfu  Part,  3.  O'ttt  /*i»  if*  rhf^a^iMf, 
R  rhf  tifm^uf,  iviltt  It  'nnf  A^f«ir«rfir«,  &C. 
Cmrd,  tU  rariet,  vii.  Q7*  pag*  383.  IMhes.  de  Horn.  cap.  1. 
Itiqoe  ad  fenfus  proccUo,  iatis  habcns  fi  hujufmodi  res  attigcro  tantum, 
WiA  aotem  traAandas  aliis  itliqucro,  qui  fi  machinas  omnes  turn  genera- 
is,  tum  nntrittonis  iatis  perfpexerint,  ncc  tamen  eas  a  mente  aliqua  con- 
lyflgdioataique  ad  fua  qaa(que  officia  viderint,  ipfi  profe^  fine  mente 
oeafendi  fiinu 
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SERM.  wits,)  istheexprdlionof  anotherpeifonwellknownainoiig 
"■  us,  whom  few  do  judge  pAitial  to  this  fide,  or  fuffndoual 
beaiing  a  favourable  prejudice  to  religion.  ThuB  dotb 
coTtimon  fenle  From  thefe  fort  of  beings,  whereof  there  be 
innumerable  cxpofed  daily  to  our  oblervatioo,  even  fin^- 
conlldered,  deduce  the  exigence  of  a  wifdoni}  power,  and 
goodnefs  unconceivably  great;  and  there  are  probably  £- 
vers  others  ((tones,  metals,  minerals,  &c.)  no  Icfs  obvioui, 
even  here  upon  the  earth,  our  place  of  dwelling,  wbidb^ 
were  our  fenfes  able  to  difcem  their  conflitution  and  tei- 
ture,  would  afford  matter  of  the  fame  acknowledgment^. 
II.  But  if,  pafling  from  fuch  particulars,  we  obfervethv 
relation  of  feveral  kinds  of  things  each  to  other,  we  fhall 
find  more  realbn  to  be  convinced  concerning  the  fame  ex* 
cellent  perfeftions  farther  extending  themfelves.  By  fncb 
comparifon  we  may  eafily  difcem,  that  what  fpeaks  nudi 
of  art  in  itfelf  fingly  confidered,  declares  more  thereof  ■ 
refpeft  to  other  things ;  and  that  many  things,  in  whidv 
feparatcly  looked  upon,  we  could  perceive  but  friiall  arti- 
fice, have  indeed  much  of  it  in  fuch  relation,  (which  il' 
though  feeming  in  themfelves  mean  and  defpicable,  Ut 
yet  very  ufeful  and  neceflkry  to  confideiable  purpolei,  v 
fubfervicncy  to  the  convenience  of  more  noble  being!;} 
and  though  perhaps  we  cannot  thoroughly  penetrate  ths 
relative  ufe  and  defign  of  every  thing,  which  hangs  np 
before  us  in  Nature's  fhop,  (by  reafon  of  ourincapatnty,!! 
unflcilfulnefs  in  her  trade,)  yet  we  fhall  have  reaibn,  fiw> 
what  we  can  plainly  difcover,  to  colleft,  that  each  pece 
there  is  a  tool  accommodate  to  fome  ufe.  Is  there  oo^ 
for  inllancc,  a  palpable  relation  between  the  frame,  thC 
temper,  the  natural  inclinations,  or  in(Un£ls,  of  each  animili 
and  its  element,  or  natural  place  and  abode ;  whernn  it 
can  only  live,  finding  therein  its  food,  its  harbour,  its  re- 
fuge }  '  Is  not  to  each  faculty  within  (or  to  each  f<»)fitiie 

k  Hn  rtr  Ais  hI  nii  Oiit  ]>  th  ■ytytwirm  mrifau  trfti  ri  aSvSai  til  17^ 
M»(  rfyi  oi'Mfun,  ■■!  itx*t!rf.     EfiB.  i.  16. 

'  £•  xt^l""'  '  Oiif  wirmmu,  Ivmi^i  11  StmriMtn  mI/tSw  /li  nnniiui,  «'  A 
«■  if  iXii ;  iWiM-  iXk'  itmrmXit,  >i  ni  ^>  lirm^n  wtwiiini,  ri  hrm  N  fii  «f 
mira,  h  rr^lVTia  rj  imi/iu  n  itarnH,  ui  Snr  ri  ft  lfi>M  f  M*nR-  n  1 1 
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n)  an  obje£k  without  prepared^  exa£Uy  correfpondent  SERM. 
*o;   which  were  it  wanting,  the  faculty  would  be-      VI. 
5  vain  and  ufelefs,  yea  fometime  harmful  and  deftruc-  " 

as  reciprocally  the  obje£l  would  import  little  or  no- 
j  if  fuch  a  faculty  were  not  provided  and  fuited 
to  ?  As  for  example^  what  would  an  eye  (or  the  vi- 
ewer) fignify,  if  there  were  not  light  prepared  to 
T  things  vifible  thereto?  and  how  much  lefs  con- 
ble  than  it  is  would  the  goodly  light  itfelf  be,  were 
lings  in  nature  blind,  and  uncapable  to  difcem  there- 
What  would  the  ear  ferve  for,  if  the  air  were  not 
Jy  difpofed  (made  neither  too  thick  nor  too  thin; 
:r  too  refty  nor  too  fleeting,  but)  in  a  due  confifl- 

and  capable  of  moderate  undulations  diltinguifh- 
thereby  ?  The  like  we  might  with  the  fame  reafon 
^  concerning  the  other  fenfes  and  faculties,  vital  or 
il,  and  their  refpe£live  obje£ts,  which  we  may  ob- 

with  admirable  congruity  refpe£dng  each  other. 

not  all  thofe  goodly  colours^nd  comely  fhapes, 
I  in  the  leaves,  the  flowers,  a!MF  the  fruits  of  plants 
^t  add  in  gems  and  precious  (lones ;  yea  in  all  forts 
mg  creatures)  we  behold,  an  evident  refpe£t  to  the 

and  the  fight  a  no  lefs  vifible  reference  to  them  ? 
\  many  kinds  of  pleafant  fragrancy  in  herbs,  flowers, 
pices,  have  they  not  a  like  manifeft  relation  to  the 

and  it  to  them?  Could  all  that  great  variety  of 
tfome,  favoury,  and  delicious  fruits,  herbs,  grains, 
,  feeds,  and  roots  become  fo  conflantly  produced, 
vife  than  for  the  purpofe  of  feeding  and  fuflaining 
creatures  with  pleafure  and  content  ?  Is  there  not  a 
ou8  correfpondence  between  them  and  the  organs 
»,  digeftion,  and  nutrition  ?  Are  there  not  appetites 
»ting,  yea  with  intolerable  pain  provoking  each  liv- 
sature  to  feek  its  proper  fuflenance  ?  and  doth  it  not 
\  the  enjoyment  hereof  a  pleafure  and  fatisfa£Uon 
reffible  ?  Let  me  add :  whence  comes  it  to  pafs,  that 
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SERM.  ordinarily  in  nature  nothing  occurs  noifome  or  troubk* 
VI.      fonie  to  any  fcnfe ;  but  all  things  wholefome  and  comfort' 
'  able,  at  lead  infiocent  or  inoiTenfive  ?  that  we  may  wander 

all  about  without  being  urged  to  fliut  our  eyes,  to  (lop 
our  ears,  our  mouths,  our  nofes ;   but  rather  invited  It 
open  all  the  avenues  of  our  ibul,  for  admiflion  of  the  kinl 
entertainments  Nature  fcts  l)eforc  us  ?  Doth  (he  not  every 
where  prefent  fjx;rtaclcs  of  delight  (fomewhat  of  livdy 
picture,  fomewhat  of  gay  embroidery,  fomewhat  erf  cle* 
gant  fymmetry)  to  our  eyes,  however  feldom  any  tluilg 
appears  horrid  or  ugly  to  them  ?  Where  is  it  that  we  meet 
with  noifes  fo  violent,  or  fo  jarring,  as  to  ofiend  our  ean> 
is  not  there  rather  provided  for  us,  wherever  wc  go,  fome 
kind  of  harmony  grateful   to  them;  not  only  in  fieUi 
■and  woods  the  fvveet  chirping  of  birds  5  by  rivers  the  foft 
warbling  of  the  dreams ;  but  even  the  rude  winds  whiitb 
in  a  tune  not  unpleafant ;  the  tolling  feas  yield  a  kind  of 
folenm  and  graver  melody  ?  All  the  air  about  us,  is  it  not  j 
(not  only  not  noifome  to  our  fmell,  but)  very  comfortaHe  j 
and  refrefliing?  an^doth  not  even  the  dirty  eartli  yield*  ; 
wholefome  and  medicinal  fcent  ?  So  many,  fo  plain,  fo  ex*  " 
aftly  congruous  arc  the  relations  of  things  here  about  m 
each  to  other;   which  furcly  could  not  otherwife  come 
than  from  one  achnirablc  wifdom  and  power  confpiring 
thus  to  adapt  and  conncft  them  together;  as  alfo  from 
an   ecjiial  goodnefs,  declared   in   all  thefe  things  being 
fquared  fo  fitly  for  mutual  benefit  and  convenience.   Thcfe 
confiderations  are  applicable  to  all  (even  to  the  meaner 
forts  of)  animals ;  which  being  the  only  creatures  capable 
of  joy  and  pleafure,  or  liable  to  grief  and  pain,  it  was  fit, 
that  infenfible  things  (hould  be  difpofed  to  fer\'e  their 
needs  and  ufes ;  which  hath  been  with  fo  wonderful  » 
care  performed,  that  of  fo  vaft  a  number  among  them 
there  is  none  fo  vile  or  contemptible,  (no  w-orni,  no  6y, 
no  infe6t,)  for  whofe  maintenance,  whofe  defence,  whofc 
fatisfadtion,  competent  (fiiall  I  fay,  or  abundant)  provifion 
hath    not   been   made,  both    intrinfccal   (])y   a   frame   of 
organs  fitting  them  to  obtain  and  to  enjoy  what  is  good 
for  them,  to  (hun  and  repel  what  is  bad ;  by  (Irong  appe- 
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tites  inciting  them  to  fearch  after  and  purfue,  or  to  be-  SERM. 
wire  and  decline  refpe6tively ;  by  ftrange  inftiiirts  enabling      VI. 
them  to  diftinguiih  between  what  is  fit  for  them  to  procure 
or  embrace,  to  remove  or  avoid ;)  and  extrinfecal  alfo^  by  a 
great  variety  of  conveniences,  anfwerable  to  their  feveral 
defires  and  needs,  difperfcd  all  about,  and  every  where,  as 
it  were,  offered  to  them.     So  that  the  holy  Pfalmift  (con- 
fidering  this,  and  taking  upon  him  to  be,  as  it  were,  their 
diaplain)  had  reafon  to  lay  this  grace  for  them  :  The  eyes  Pfal.  czlr. 
tf  all  wait  upon  th§ey  and  thou  give/l  them  their  meat  in^^' 
imefeafon ;  thou  openefl  thine  hand,  and  fatisfieft  the  dejire 
of  every  living   thing.     But   efpecially   (that  which  as 
redbn  enables  us,  fo  due  gratitude  obliges  us,  and  prompts 
vm  efpecially  to  obferve)  there  is  an  evident  regard  (fo  evi- 
dent, that  even  Pliny,  a  profefled  Epicurean,  could  not  for- 
bear acknowledging  it)  which  all  things  bear  to  man,  the 
prince  of  creatures  viiible ;  ^  they  being  all  as  on  purpofe 
ordered  to  yield  tribute  unto  him ;  to  fupply  his  wants,  to 
his  defires ;  with  profit  and  pleafure  to  exercife  his 
;  to  content,  as  it  were,  even  his  humour  and 
enriofity.     All  things  about  us  do  miiiifter  (or  at  leaft 
may  do  fo,  if  we  would  improve  the  natural  inftruments, 
and  the  opportunities  afforded  us)  to  our  prefervation,  cafe, 
or  delight.     The  hidden  bowels  of  the  earth  yield  us 
tieafures  of  metals  and  minerals,  quarries  of  (lone  and 
coal,  fo  neceflary,  fo  ferviceable  to  divers  good  ufes,  that 
we  could  not  commodioufly  be  without  them ;  the  vilefl 
and  moft  common  flones  we  tread  on  (even  in  that  wa 
tread  on  them)  are  ufcful,  and  ferve  to  many  good  pur- 
pofes  befide  :  ^  the  furface  of  the  earth  how  is  it  befpread 

^  Ejus  (horaiais)  ciufa  Tidetur  cunfbi  alia  genuiflc  natura.  Pirn,  lib.  vi. 
cip.1. 

Ut  omnis  rerum  naturae  pars  tributum  aliquod  nobis  coiifcrret.  Sen,  dr 
Bemrf.  4,  5. 

Neque  eltim  neceffitatibus  tantummodo  noftris  provifum  eft;  ufque  in 
drikiu  amamar.    Ibid, 

Uc  inCerdum  Proncea  noftra  Epicurca  effe  videatur.    Cic.  dt  N.  D.  3. 

'  Verm  eft  fententia  Stoicorum,  qui  aiunt  noftra  caufa  mundum  eiTe  con- 
IfoAuni.  Omnia  enim  quibus  conftat,  quaeque  generat  ex  Te  mundus,  ad 
itiSttiem  bominis  aooommodaa  funt.    La&,  de  Ira,  la. 
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S£RM.  all  over,  as  a  table  well  fiirniflied,  with  variety  of  delkat 
^^^'  fruits,  herbs,  and  grains  to  nourifh  our  bodies,  to  pleal 
our  tades,  to  cheer  our  fpirits,  to  cure  our  diieafes !  lioi 
many  fragrant  and  beautiful  flowers  ofier  themfelves  fio 
the  comfort  of  our  fmell,  and  the  delight  of  our  fi{^ 
Neither  can  our  ears  complsdn,  fince  every  wood  breeds  i 
quire  of  natural  muficians,  ready  to  entertain  them  witl 
eafy  and  unaffe£led  harmony.  The  woods,  I  fay,  wUd 
alfo  adorned  with  (lately  trees  afibrd  us  a  pleafant  view 
and  a  refrefhing  (hade,  (helter  from  weather  and  fun,  fbd 
for  our  fires,  materials  for  our  houfes  and  our  (hipping; 
with  divers  other  needful  utenfils.  Even  the  barra 
mountains  fend  us  down  fre(h  ftreams  of  water,  fo  neorf 
fary  to  the  fupport  of  our  lives,  fo  profitable  for  the  frn&i 
tification  of  our  grounds,  fo  commodious  for  conveyana 
of  our  wares,  and  maintaining  intercourfe  among  w 
Yea  the  wide  feas  are  not  (altogether  improfitable)  wafidj 
but  freely  yield  us,  without  our  tillage,  many  rich  lutf- 
vefts,  tranfmitting  our  commerce  and  traffic,  fumiflung 
our  tables  with  (lores  of  dainty  fi(h,  fupplying  the  bottki 
of  heaven  with  waters  to  refrefli  the  earth,  being  incx- 
haudible  cidems,  from  whence  our  rivers  and  fountuoi 
are  derived ;  the  very  rude  and  boifterous  winds  them- 

Pf.  cxlviii.  felves  fulfil  God's  word  (which  once  commanded  all 
things  to  be  good,  and  approved  them  to  be  fo)  by  yidd- 
ing  manifold  fervices  to  us ;  in  brufliing  and  cleanfing  tbi 
air  for  our  health,  in  driving  forward  our  (hips,  (whid 
without  their  friendly  help  could  not  (lir,)  in  gathering 
together,  in  fcattering,  in  fpreading  abroad  the  clouds! 

Pf.  ixT.  11,  the  clouds,  thofe  paths  of  God,  which  drop  fainefs  npoc 

la,  &c.  ^^^  fields  and  padures.  As  for  our  living  fubje£ls,  all  th 
inferior  forts  of  animals,  it  is  hardly  poflible  to  reckon  tb 
manifold  benefits  we  receive  from  them;  how  man] 
ways  they  fupply  our  needs  with  pleafant  food  and  con* 
venient  clothing,  how  they  eafe  our  labour,  how  the] 
promote  even  our  recreation  and  fport.  Thus  have  al 
things  upon  this  earth  (as  is  fit  and  feemly  they  (houb 
have)  by  the  wife  and  gracious  difpofal  of  the  great  Ciea 
tor,  a  reference  to  the  benefit  of  its  nobled  inhabitant 
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wft  worthy  and  moll  able  to  ufe  them :  many  of  them  SBRU. 
•ve  an  immediate  reference  to  man,  (as  necel&Ty  to  his      VI- 
nog,  or  conducible   to   his  well-being;   being  6tted 
hereto,  to  his  hand,  without  bis  care,  fkill,  or  labour,) 
libers  a  reference  to  him,  more  mediate  indeed,  yet  as 
cafimable  to  fuppofe ;  I  mean  fuch  things,  whofe  ufeful~ 
k(s  doth  in  part  depend  upon  the  exercile  of  our  re&fon, 
nd  the  inftruments  fubfcrvient  thereto :  for  what  is  ufe- 
(ol  by  the  help  of  reafon,  doth  as  plainly  refer  to  the  be- 
nefit of  a  ttung  naturally  endowed  with  that  faculty,  as 
wbat  is  agreeable  to  fenfe  refers  to  a  thing  merely  fenfi- 
tin:  we  may  therefore,  for  inflance,  as  reafonably  fup- 
fattt  that  iron  was  de6gned  for  our  ufe,  though  firft  we 
te  put  to  dig  for  it,  then  muft  employ  many  arts,  and 
mch  pains  before  it  become  fit  for  our  ufe ;  as  that  the  Epia.  i.  is. 
fanes  were  therefore  made,  which  lie  open  to  our  view ; 
sad  which  without  any  preparation  we  eafily  apply  to  the 
ptrement  of  our  llreets,  or  the  raifing  of  our  fences :  alfo, 
tbe  grain  we  fttw  in  our  grounds,  or  the  trees  which  we 
|litit  in  our  orchards,  we  have  reafon  to  conceive  as  well 
pronded  for  us,  as  thofe  plants  which  grow  wildly  and 
%ontaneoufly ;  for  that  fufficient  means  are  bellowed  on 
n  of  compaffing  luch  ends,  and  rendering  thofe  things 
B&ful  to  us,  (a  reafon  able  to  contrive  what  is  neceflary— Pttwipfc- 
b  order  thereto,  and  a  hand  ready  to  execute,)  it  beingHaud  lui- 
lUb  icafonable,  that  fomething  fliould  be  left  for  the  im- '""  «8i  rt- 
poRment  of  our  reafon,  and  employment  of  our  induAry,  ac— Cnrii 
kA  oor  nobleQ  powers  fhould  languish  and  ^cay  by  floth,  ""^^■ 
ot  want  of  fit  exercife.  conU.  Firf. 

[  Well  then,  is  it  to  a  fbrtmtous  neceflity  (or  a  neceilary 
duce)  that  we  owe  all  thefe  choice  accommodations  and 
peeaunenccs  of  nature  ?  muft  we  blefs  and  worihip  For- 
tanc  for  all  this  ?  did  fhe  fo  efpeciaUy  love  us,  and  tender 
ODTgood!  was  the  fo  indulgent  toward  us,  fo  provident 
Air  us  ki  fo  many  things,  in  every  thing ;  making  us  the 
fcnpe  of  all  her  workings  and  motions  here  about  us  ? 
Uoft  we  change  ftyle,  and  fay,  Fortune  pours  down  blelT- 
inp  on  our  heads.  Fortune  crowns  us  with  lovingkind- 
neb.  Fortune  daily  loads  us  with  her  benefits  ?  Shall  we 
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SERM.  not  only  efteem  thefe  good  things  her  giftSy  but  evei 
^^'      acknowledge  ourfelves  her  oflTspringSy  and  reverence  her  ai 
our  mother ;  difclaiming  fo  noble  a  parent,  as  WU3oa 
Omnipotent ;  difowning  fo  worthy  a  benefactor,  as  Sovi^ 
reign  Goodnefs?   O  bruti(h  degeneracy!   O  hellifh  d^ 
pravednefs  of  mind !    Are  we  not,  not  only  wretchedly 
blind  and  (lupid,  if  we  are  not  able  to  difcem  fo  clev 
beams  of  wifdom  flilning  through  fo  many  perfpicuoni 
o»x  i«««'«»  correfpondences ;  if  we  cannot  trace  the  Divine  power  by 
2J2rf7*'    footfleps  fo  exprefs  and  remarkable ;  if  we  cannot  read 
mym^tTtSf,  {q  legible  characters  of  tranlcendent  goodnefs ;  but  c»- 
Aaixiv.i;.tremely  unworthy  and  ungrateful,  if  we  are  not  ready  to 
acknowledge,  and  with  hearty  thankfiilnefs  to  celebrate  fB 
thefe  excellent  perfections,  by  which  all  thefe  things  bait 
been  fo  ordered,  as  to  coni'pire  and  cooperate  for  our  be- 
nefit ?    Methinks  the  very  perception  of  fo  much  goo^ 
the  continual  enjoyment  of  fo  many  accommodation^ 
the  frequent  fatisfaCtion  of  fo  many  fenibs  and  appetiteSi 
fhould  put  us  in  fo  good  humour,  that  when  we  feel  our 
Aasxiv.  17.  hearts  replenifhed  with  food  and  gladnefs,  when  we  fo  de- 
lightfully relifti  nature's  dainties,  when  we  with  pleafuie 
view  this  fair  fcene  of  tilings,  when  our  ears  are  ravi(hed 
with  harmonious  founds,  when  our  fpirits  are  exhilarated 
with  thofe  natural  perfumes  (hed  about  our  gardens,  our 
woods,  and  our  fields,  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  forbear  dc- 
Pf.  ciT.  04.  voutly  crying  out  with  the  Pfalmift ;  0  Lord,  how  mam' 
fold  are  thy  works  !  in  tcifdom  hq/i  thou  made  them  all;  tk 
Pf.czix.64.^ar/A  is  full  of  thy  riclics :  The  earthy  0  Lord,  is  full  of 
*"*"'  **    thy  mercy  and  bounty :  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  aft 
cxliv.  3.    fo  mindful  of  him ;  or  the  fan  of  many  that  thou  mak^ 
Pf.  Tiii.  6.  fiich  account  of  him  P  that  thou  ha/i  made  him  to  have  do- 
minion  over  the  works  of  thy  handsy  and  hafl  put  all  things 
under  his  feet  P     Under  liis  feet ;  and  fuch  in  a  manner, 
according  to  proper  and  dire6t  meaning,  are  all  thofe 
things  which  we  have  as  yet  touched  upon ;  fo  many  ar- 
guments of  the  Divinity  even  looking  downwards,  as  it 
were,  (if  we  do  not  fo  look  rather  like  bcaits  than  men,) 
we  may  upon  tliis  little  fpot  of  our  habitation  perceive : 
but  if,  employing  our  peculiar  advantage,  we  lift  up  our 
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gres  and  minds  towaxds  heaven,  there  in  a  larger  volume,  SERM. 
md  in  a  brighter  character,  we  (hall  behold  the  tefti-      VI. 
iKmies  of  perfedion,  and  majefty  ftupendous  defcribed :  ' 

!  tt  our  eyes  are  dazzled  w^ith  the  radiant  light  coming 
thence,  fo  muft  the  vaft  amplitude,  the  (lately  beauty,  the 
decent  order,  the  (leady  courle,  the  beneficial  efficacy  of 
thofe  glorious  lamps  aftonifh  our  minds,  fixing  their  at- 
tention upon  them:  he  that  (hall,  I  fay,  confider  with 
what  precife  regularity,  and  what  perfect  conilancy  thofe 
(beyond  our  imagination)  vaft  bodies  perform  their  rapid 
motions,  f^hat  pleafure,   comfort,  and  advantage  their 
ijg^t  and  heat  do  yield  us,  how  their  kindly  influences 
ttoduce  to  the  general  prefervation  of  all  things  here  be- 
low, (impregnating  the  womb  of  this  cold  and  dull  lump 
«f  earth  with  various  forts  of  life,  with  flrange  degrees  of 
•fidvity,)  how  neceilary  (or  how  convenient  at  leafl)  the 
oertun  recourfes  of  feafons  made  by  them  are ;  how  can 
he  but  wonder,  and  wondering  adore  that  tranfcendency 
of  beneficent  wifdom  and  power,  which  firft  difpofed  them 
ttto,  which  ftill  preferves  them  in,  fuch  a  ftate  and  order  ? 
That  all  of  them  (hould  be  fo  regulated,  as  for  fo  many 
ages  together,  (even  through  all  memories  of  time,)  to 
perfift  in  the  fame  poihire,  to  retain  the  fame  appearances, 
not  to  alter  difcemibly  in  magnitude,  in  fhape,  in  fitua- 
tien,  in  diftance  each  from  other ;  but  to  abide  fixed,  as 
it  were,  in  thdr  unfixednefs,  and  (leady  in  their  redlefs 
notions ;  not  to  vary  at  all  fenfibly  in  the  time  of  their 
Vtvolution,  (fo  that  one  year  was  ever  obferved  to  differ 
in  an  hour,-  or  one  day  in  a  minute  from  another,)  doth 
it  not  argue  a  condant  will  directing  them,  and  a  mighty 
hand  upholding  them  ^  ?  it  did  fo,  Plutarch  tells  us,  to 
the  common  apprehenfions  of  men  in  ancient  times  >  who 

*Ordo  aucem  iiderum  et  in  omni  aetemitate  conftantia  neque  naturam 
fignificat ;  eft  enim  plena  rationis :  neque  fortunaro,  quae  arnica  varietati 
conftanciain  jcfpuit.  Cic,  tU  Nat.  Dtor,  ii.  16. 

OSii^Tt  Sv  i»  ;^ff^i«M  /MU^  yiyntf  n  iif*i(»f  «m^  iiiwtn  U  Bi^  ftMu^a  yi- 
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SERM.  from  thefe  obfervations  deduced  the  exiftence  and  nodOQ 
VI.      of  a  God;  becaufe^  faith  he,  they  took  notice  that  ike 
fun  J  the  moon,  and  the  reft  of  thefhtrs,  taking  their  ctmfk. 
about  the  earthy  did  conftantly  arife  alike  in  their  cohwr^] 
equal  in  their  bigneffes,  in  the  fame  places,  and  atthefam< 
times^,  Reafon  didated  to  them  what  the  in^ired  Piklmil. 
Pf.  czivii.    fings  concerning  the  heavenly  hoft ;  that  God  commandelt' 
'  '  and  they  were  created;  he  hath  alfo  Jlabli/ked  them  fir 

ever  and  ever,  by  a  decree  thatjhall  not  pqfs.    And  fuidfi 
thofe  celeftial  fquadrons  could  never  be  ranged  in  a  finfll 
fo  proper,  and  march  on  fo  regularly  without  the  mir- 
La.  xl.  96.  (hailing,  and  without  the  conduct  of  a  moft  fldlful  captain 
Dan.  IT.  35.  He  that  can  ferioufly  afcribe  all  this  to  an  undifciplinBi 
Neh.  iz.  6.  m^^d  uncondu&ed  troop  of  atoms  rambling  up  and  dowi 
confufedly  through  the  field  of  infinite  fpaoe^  what  migkti 
he  not  as  eafily  aflert  or  admit  ?    Certainly,  he  that  m 
think  fo,  can  think  any  thing;  and  labour  were  vainly 
fpent  in  farther  endeavour  to  convince  him.    So  even  V9r 
gan  philofophers  have  judged ;  upon  whom  what  impref- 
fion  this  confideration  hath  made,  we  may  learn  froa 
thefe  words  of  one  among  them,  Cicero :  fVho,  faith  be^ 
would  call  him  a  man,  thai  beholding  fuch  certain  motumt  ' 
of  heaven,  thus  fettled  ranks  ofjlars,  all  things  there  fi 
conneBed  and  fuited  together,  Jhould  deny  there  wereti 
reafon  in  them,  or  Jhould  affirm  thofe  things  done  by  chante, 
which  by  no  underfianding  we  can  reach  with  how  grot 
counfel  they  are  performed^    And,  What  other  thing,  addi 
he,  can  befo  open  andfo  per/picuous,  to  us  thatjhall  behoU 
the  heavens  and  contemplate  things  celeftial,  as  that  then 
is  a  mqft  excellent  Divinity,  by  which  thefe  things  are  go» 
Pf.  xiz.  1.   verned^  ?    Thus  do  the  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God, 

^  'Ati  ri  ym^  nXi«f  ^  rfA.i(wr>  ^  «*«  X»t*a  rSf  £r^atf  rvf  inriyun  f^^f  in^^^ 
cfiuiat  f^h  dfctrikkm  tm>  j^ftmrny  Irct  Hi  to4S  fttyi^ri,  ^  kmtm  ritruf,  ^  man 
X^*^(  ^f  turrit.  Pint,  di  Plac,  i.  6. 

•  Quis  huQC  horoinem  dixerit,  qui  cum  tarn  ccrtos  coeli  motus,  tarn  nUoi 
aftrorum  ordines,  tamque  inter  fe  conneza  et  apta  viderit,  nfget  his  uUam 
inefle  rationeni)  eaque  cafu  fieri  dicat,  quse  quanto  confilio  gcrantur,  nnllo 
confilio  afTequi  poflumus  ?  Cic.  de  Nat,  Dcor.  ii.  38. 

Quid  poteft  ciTc  tarn  apcrtum,  taraquc  perfpicuunij  cum  caelum  fufpeii- 
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DKf  tlu  Jirmament  Jheweth  his  handyu/ork:  yea,  thus  we  SERM. 
ttve  realbn  to  acknowledge  with  Nehemiah ;  TAcu,  even 


M]  art  the  Lord  alone  ;  thou  haji  made  heaven,  the  heaven  neh.  i 
tf  heavens,  with  alt  their  ho/is;  the  earth  and  all  Mingjl'*-" 
that  are  therein,  the  feat  and  all  that  is  therein;  and  thou 
ptferv^  thetn  all.  Thus,  every  thing  above  and  below 
a,  before  and  behind,  on  this,  on  that,  on  every  fide  of 
tt,  yields  more  than  a  fimple  atteftation  to  the  exigence  of 
itt^orious  Maker;  each  of  them  lingly,  feveral  of  them 
together,  giving  their  vote  and  futfrage  thereto  P. 

IH.  Yea,  which  was  the  lall  confideration  intimated, 
ill  of  them  join  together  in  one  univerfal  confort,  with 
■Bc  harmonious  voice,  to  proclaim  one  and  the  &me  wif- 
dom  to  have  deligned,  one  and  the  fame  power  to  have 
froduced,  one  and  the  fame  goodnefs  to  have  fet  both 
wifdom  and  power  on  work  in  defigning  and  in  pro- 
ducing their  bung;  in  preferving  and  govenung  it'l:  for 
llui  whole  fyftem  of  things  what  is  it,  but  one  goodly 
body,  as  it  were,--compa&ed  of  feveral  members  and  or- 
pB» ;  fo  aptly  compared  together,  that  each  confers  its 
bong  and  its  operaUon  to  the  grace  and  ornament,  to 
die  ftiength  and  liability  of  the  whole ;  one  foul  (of  Di- 
noe  prondence)  enlivening  in  a  manner,  and  aduating  it 
iH}  Surrey  it  all  over,  and  we  (hall  have  reafon  to  fay 
v^  the  philolbpher ;  Ml  the  parts  of  the  world  are  Jh 
M^Utttted,  that  they  could  not  be  either  better  for  ufe,  nor 
mre  beautiful  for  Jhew '.  In  it  we  fhall  efpy  nothing  in 
bbfiance  fuperfluous  or  defective ;  nothing  in  fliape  de- 

Boi,  cmlcftiiqoE  conumplui  fumui,  quam  aliquod  tSt  numen  piafUntifli- 
BBaeiiw,  qao  bcc  regantur?  Itid.  W.  a. 

Htm  ni  Wfnmirm  lurifr^w  )  Cirj/.  "aJj.  3'. 
•  Qoocnnqne  ic  fleuti*,  ibi  Dcum  *  idcbia  occunenlem  tibi,  &c.  Sa,  dt, 

\ IrJwTi  it  iyAii  tJ  ;((nryui,  it  nfit  "  maXXirtr,  it  inmrit  ri  /tU 

)«■■■    Ba/,  BariK,  X.  «■ 
'  Obho  nandi  putc*  ita  confUtula  (ant,  ut  oeque  ad  ufum  mdiorc*  po- 
miM  cflc,  nee  ad  fpedem  polchnoni,  Cit.  Jt  Ntt.  Dnr.  it.  St. 
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SERM.  formed,  in  pofition  mifplaced,  in  motion  exorUtant,  fo  It 
^^'  to  prejudice  the  beauty  or  welfare  of  the  wholes  We  j 
may  perhaps  not  difceni  the  ufe  of  each  part,  or  the  ten* 
dency  of  each  particular  effect  5  but  of  many  they  are  b 
plain  and  palpable,  that  reafon  obliges  us  to  fuppofe  the 
like  of  the  reft.  Even  as  a  perfon  whom  we  obferve  fre- 
quently to  a£t  with  great  coniideration  and  prudence^ 
when  at  other  times  we  cannot  penetrate  the  drift  of  fail 
proceedings,  we  muft  yet  imagine  that  he  hath  fome  li- 
tent  reafon,  fomc  reach  of  policy,  that  we  are  not  awaro' 
of;  or,  as  in  an  engine  confifting  of  many  parts,  curioully 
combined,  whereof  we  do  perceive  the  general  ufe,  and 
apprehend  how  divers  parts  thereof  conduce  thereto,  nat^ 
fon  prompts  us  (although  we  neither  fee  them  all,  nor  can 
comprehend  the  immediate  fer\'iceablenef8  of  fome)  to 
think  they  are  all  in  fome  way  or  other  fubfervient  to  the 
artift*s  defign :  fuch  an  agent  is  God,  the  wifdom  of  whofr 
proceedings  being  in  fo  many  inftances  notorious,  W8 
ought  to  fuppofe  it  anfvverable  in  the  reft ;  fuch  an  engine  | 
is  this  world,  of  which  we  may  eafily  enough  difcem  tta  7- 
general  end,  and  how  many  of  its  parts  do  conduce  thereto;  : 
and  cannot  therefore  in  reafon  but  fuppofe  the  reft  in  thdr 
kind  alike  congruous,  and  conducible  to  the  fame  pu^ 
pofe :  our  incapacity  to  difcover  all  doth  not  argue  any 
defeft,  but  an  excefs  of  wifdom  in  the  defign  thereof;  not  < 
too  little  perfeftion  in  the  work,  but  too  great  an  one  ra- 
ther, in  refpcft  to  our  capacity :  however,  we  plainly  fee 
the  refult  of  all  to  be  the  durable  continuance  of  thingSf 
without  interruption  or  change,  in  the  fame  conftant  uni- 
form ftate;  which  fliews,  that  in  the  world  there  is  no 
feed  of  corruption,  as  it  were ;  ^  no  inclination  to  diflblu- 
tion  or  decay ;  nothing  that  tends  to  the  difcompofure  or 
deftruftion  of  the  whole:   each   ingredient   thereof  (of 

cap.  10. 

<  'PvVm;  ^  akXcui^Hs  afavwi  rov  xicfjttf  hfinKtis-  Anton*  vi.  16.  zii.  13. 
f^ttt  Y  i«  ir«vTM>  ittfatM/Aif§f9  rttrti^m  hetrtktt.  AmO,  de  Mund*  cap.  v. 
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diole  fo  nnconceivably  numerous)  confifts  within  its  pro-  SERM. 
per  limitBj  not  encroaching  immoderately  upon,  not  de-      ^^' 
naring  or  (fiHurbing  another  in    its  courfe;  contrary 
(plitiei  therein  ferving  to  a  due  temperament,  oppollte 
inclinations  begetting  a  juA  poife,  particular  viciHitudes 
conferring   to  a  general  fettlement ;   private   deaths  and 
oomiptions  muntaining  the  public  life  and  health,  pro- 
ducing a  kind  of  youthfiil  vigour  in  the  whole :  fo  that 
h  tboufand  years  together  hath  this  great  machine  Aood, 
ilways  one  and  the  fame,  unimpaired  in  its  beauty,  un- 
worn in  its  parte,  unwearied  and  undillurbed  in  its  mo- 
tinu  ".     If  then,  as  Plutarch  fays,  no  fair  thing  is  ever 
pndaced  by  hazard,  but  wilk  art  Jraming  tt>;  how  could 
thb  moH  i^r  comprehenlion  of  all  Fair  things  be  not  the 
kwfiil  ifliie  of  art,  but  a  by-blow  of  fortune ;  of  fortune, 
the  mother  only  of  broods  monftrous  and  misfhapen  ?    7  If 
the  nature  of  any  caufe  be  difcoverable  by  its  efTe^ls;  if 
from  any  work  we  may  infer  the  workman's  ability;  [[^•'^'^ 
maay  cafe  the  refulta  of  wifdom  are  diftingmfhable  from^urJunw 
the  confequences  of  chance,  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  "*'■  *^' 
diat  the  Architect  of  this  magnificent  and  beautiful  frame 
wu  one  incomprehenfibly  wife,  powerful,  and  good  Be- 
'bu;  and  to  conclude  with  Cicero,  Effe  prceliantem  a/i-Cic.  ii.4e 
.  .  .  riL-   -J  J  N«.D«ir. 

jum  tBlemamqtie  naturam,  et  earn  Jitjptciendam,  adoran-  p,g,  gq. 

imqne  hominum  generi  pulckritudo  mundi,  ordoque  rerum  '^f""K- 
caleftiam  cogil  confileri ;  the  fenfe  of  which  faying  weEpitheton 
wmot  better  render  or  exprefs,  than  in  St.  Paul's  words,  °^'  '"'^ 
Tie  invi/ihle  things  of  God  by  the  making  (or  rather  byRora.  i.  ao. 
the  make  and  conllitution}  of  the  world  are  clearly  feen, 

'  Omnia  pcrcondo  fccranlar;  omnia  <le  inlcritu  reformantut,  &c.  Tirlull, 

tt^iyw  >ai  9ai|iHirri(  n,  fuymXuinrH  uini  ■■;•{•  Grtg.  Nax.  Or.  «3. 
— *Eum>  ^iMi  mSs«v  i-iK  x'^^V  *••  '^W  "Y  fl«*V^"  TiS  wiirmtrtt 
'  »■(  ii'.ii'wr  Impwijimt  Jfiri,  ™  "  f^x'  "inn  iSfini  mirU  y!nrm  rf  wmtrl. 
C^.  Orml.  *J,  41.  loni.  Ti. 

'Oitir  iw  aal^  u'jn  ui  it  Inj^  r'l'Wi  ''J^  f"'^  ^'—t  "X*"  'v^ 
^rmnt.  Plat,  it  PUt.  i.  6. 

J  Quod  fi  mnndam  cSceie  poldl  concuifiu  aloitionim,  cut  potticum,  cut 
nplom,  CUT  domam,  cor  uibcm  non  poteft,  qiue  Tunt  malto  minua  ope- 
gfa,  ct  mullo  qnidem  bcilioia!   Cie.  it  Sat,  Dtar.  ii,  37. 
TOL.  IV.  M  - 
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SERM.  being  vnderjlood  hy  the  things  thai  are  made,  emm  his  «l 

VI.      nalpawer  and  Godhead;  fo  tbat,  I  adjoin  after  him^  ii 

are  inexcufable^  who  from  hence  do  moi  know  God; 

knowing  ^him  do  not  render  unto  him  his  due  glory  a 

fervice. 
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SERMON    VU 


THE  BEING  OF  GOD  PROVED  FROM  THE 
FRAME  OF  HUMAN  NATURE. 


Gen.  i.  27. 

&69dcreated  man  in.  his  own  image^  in  the  image  of  God 

created  he  him. 

The  belief  of  God's  exigence  is  the  foundation  of  all  SBRlf. 

le^ioo^  if  which  be  not  well  laid  in  our  minds  by  con-     ^^^' 

nno^  reafons^  the  fuperftru6tur€s  (landing  thereon  may 

tttij  be  in  danger  of  being  ibaken  and  ruined ;  efpecially 

Uog  afiailed  by  the  winds  of  temptation  and  oppofition^ 

wUch  every  where  blow  fo  violently  in  this  irreligious 

age.    No  difcourfes  therefore  can  perhaps  be  more  need- 

U»  (or  feaiboably  ufeful,)  than  fuch  as  do  produce  and 

ngt  reafons  of  that  kind,  apt  to  eflablifli  that  foundation. 

Of  fiich.  there  be>  I  conceive,  none  better,  or  more  fuit- 

fHkr  to.  comsioii  capacity,  than  tbofe,  which  are  diaw9 

ftoQi  effe^s  apparent  to  men's  general  obfervation  and:  ex* 

pericoce,  the  which  cannot  reafonably  be  afcribed  to  any 

otl^r  caufe,  than  unto  God ;  that  is,  (according  to  the 

]K)!lion  commonly  anfwering  to  that  name>)  to  a  Being  inr 

oomprelbeniiUy  wife^  pQwer£ul»  and  good.    Of  fuch  ef*- 

id&s  there  b^  immnerably  ipany  in  tJiis  fenfible  world 

among  things  natural^  more  ftri£Uy  fo  called,  that  is^  fub- 

M  2 
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SERM.  fifting  andaAing  without  immediate  ufe  of  underRanding 
^11*     or  choice;  the  conftitutions  and  operations  of  which  (be- 
ing  evidently  dire£ted  according  to  very  much  reafoDi 
and  to  very  good  purpofe)  do  evince  their  being  framed 
and  ordered  by  luch  a  Being ;  as  I  have  formerly,  with  % 
competent  largencfs,  endeavoured  to  (hew.    But  befide 
thofc,  there  is  expofed  to  our  obfcrvation,  yea  fubjed  to 
our  inward  confcience,  another  fort  of  beings,  ading  ia 
another  manner,  and  from  other  principles;  having  in 
them  a  fpring  of  voluntary  motion  and  adivity ;  not,  ai 
the  red,  neceflarily  determined,  or  driven  on,  by  a  kind  of 
blind  violence,  in  one  dire£t  road  to  one  certain  end ;  but  j 
guiding  themfelves  with  judgment  and  choice,  by  fevenl 
ways,  toward  divers  ends ;  briefly,  endued  with  reafon,  to 
know  what  and  why ;  and  with  liberty,  to  choofe  whit 
and  how  they  fliould  a6l;  and  that  this  fort  of  bdngi 
(that  is,  we  ourfclvcs,  all  mankind)  did  proceed  from  tbo ! 
fame  fource  or  original  caufe,  as  it  is  in  way  of  hiftory  j 
delivered  and  affirmed  in  our  text,  fo  I  (hall  now  eodesi'  - 
vour  by  reafon  (apt  to  perfuade  even  thofe,  who  wouU  | 
not  allow  this  facred  authority)  to  fliew.     Indeed,  if  the  * 

Rom.  i.  20.  eternal  power  and  divinity  of  God  may,  as  St.  Paul  tcDi  - 
us,  he f ten  in  all  the  works  of  God;  the  fame  peculiarly 
and  principally  will  appear  obfervable  in  this  mallerpiecei 
as  it  were,  of  the  great  Artificer ;  if  the  mcaned  creatuici 
refleft  fomewhat  of  light,  by  which  we  may  difcem  the 
Divine  exillencc  and  pcrfeAions ;  in  this  fine  and  beft  po- 
liihed  mirror  we  (hall  more  clearly  difcover  the  fame:  no 
where  fo  much  of  God  will  appear  as  in  this  work,  whidi 
was  dcfignedly  formed  to  reiemble  and  rcprefent  biob 
This  then  is  the  fubjeft  of  our  prefent  difcourfe.  That  in 
man,  well  confidered,  we  may  di(cern  manlfeft  footfteps  of 
that  incomprehenfibly  excellent  Being,  impreflled  upon 
him ;  and  this  doubly,  both  in  each  man  fingly  taken,  and 
in  men  as  (landing  in  conjunction  or  relation  to  each  other: 
confidcring  man's  nature,  we  (hall  have  reafon  to  think  it 
to  have  proceeded  from  God;  conlidering  hvifoan  fo- 
cieties,  we  (hall  fee  caufe  to  fuppofe  them  defigned  and 
governed  by  God. 
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I.  Confider  we  iirft  any  one  fingle  man^  or  that  human  SERM« 
bature  abftra&edly,  whereof  each  individual  perfon  doth  VII. 
partake;  and  whereas  that  dpih  coniift  of  two  parts,  one 
fluterial  and  external,  whereby  man  becomes  a  fenfible 
part  of  nature,  and  hath  an  eminent  ftation  among  vifible 
creatores;  the  other,  that  interior  and  invifible  principle 
of  operations  peculiarly  called  human :  as  to  the  former, 
we  did,  among  other  fuch  parts  of  nature,  take  cogni- 
fance  thereof,  and  e>'en  in  that  difcovered  plain  marks  of  . 
a  great  wifdom  that  made  it,  of  a  great  goodnefs  taking 
care  to  maintain  it.  The  other  now  we  iliall  chiefly  con- 
fider, in  which  we  may  difcem  not  only  ^^lm^  but  6f4oifii- 
furra,  of  the  Divine  exiftence  and  efficiency;  not  only 
large  tracks,  but  exprefs  footdeps ;  not  only  fuch  figns  as 
Imoke  is  of  fire,  or  a  picture  of  the  punter  that  drew  it ; 
bat  even  fuclv  as  the  fpark  is  of  fire,  and  the  pi£ture  of  its 
pdjginal. 

I.  And  firft,  that  man's  nature  did  proceed  from  fome 
efficient  caufe,  it  will  (as  of  other  things  in  nature)  be  rea- 
ftoable  to  fuppofe.  For  if  not  fo,  then  it  mufl  either 
$nng  up  of  itfelf,  fo  that  at  fome  determinate  beginning 
of  time,  or  from  all  eternity,  fome  one  man,  or  fome 
lumber  of  men  did  of  themfelves  exifl;  or  there  hath 
been  a  fucceflion,  without  beginning,  of  continual  genera^ 
tioDs  indeterminate,  (not  terminated  in  any  root,  one  or 
Bore)  of  Angular  perfons.) 

Novr  generally,  that  man  did  not  at  any  time  in  any 
manner  fpring  up  of  himfelf,  appears,  i.  From  hiflory  and 
common  tradition ;  which  (as  we  fhall  otherwhere  largely 
flew)  deliver  the  contrary;  being  therein  more  credible 
tban  bare  conje&ure  or  precarious  afTertion,  deflitute  of 
Icffimony  or  proof,  a.  From  the  prefent  conilant  manner 
of  man's  produ£Uon,  which  is  not  by  fpontaneous  emer- 
tfocjj  but  in  way  of  fucceilive  derivation,  according  to 
A  method  admirably  provided  for  by  nature.  3.  Becaufe 
if  ever  man  did  fpring  up  of  himfelf,  it  ihould  be  reafon- 
aUe  that  at  any  time,  that  often,  that  at  leafl  fometime  in 
to  long  a  courfe  of  rimes,  the  like  (hould  happen,  which 
jti  no  experience  doth  atteil.    4.  There  is  an  evident  re- 
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SERM.  lation  between  our  bodies  and  fouls ;  the  memben  and 
V**'  organs  of  our  bodies  being  wonderfully  adapted  to  ferve 
the  operations  of  our  fouls.  Now  in  our  bodies  (as  we 
have  before  (hewed)  there  appear  plain  arguments  of  a 
moft  wife  Author,  that  contrived  and  framed  them^ 
therefore  in  no  likelihood  did  our  fouls  arife  of  them- 
felves,  but  owe  their  being  to  the  fame  wife  Caufe* 

Alfo  particularly,  that  not  any  men  did  at  fome  begin- 
ning of  time  fpring  up  of  themfelves  is  evident,  becau!e  ■ 
there  is  even  in  the  thing  itfelf  a  repugnance ;  and  it  is  al-  j 
together  unconceivable  that  any  thing,  which  once  hath  ! 
not  been,  (hould  ever  come  to  be  without  receiving  ht  j 
being  from  another:  and  fuppofing  fuch  a  rife  of  any  | 
thing,  there  could  not  in  any  cafe  be  any  need  of  an  effi-  | 
cient  caufe ;  finoe  any  thing  might  purely  out  of  nothing  1 
come  to  be  of  itfelf. 

Neither  could  any  man  fo  exift  from  eternity,  both 
from  the  general  reafons  affigned,  which  being  grounded 
in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  including  no  refpcd  to  this 
circumftance  of  now  and  then,  do  equally  remove  thii 
fuppofition,  (for  what  is  in  itfelf  unapt  or  unnecefiaiy  or 
improbable  to  be  now,  was  always  alike  fo;  the  being 
from  eternity  or  in  time  not  altering  tlie  nature  of  the 
thing ;)  and  alfo  particularly,  becaufe  there  are  no  fbot- 
fleps  or  monuments  of  man's  (not  to  fay  eternal,  but 
even)  ancient  (landing  in  the  world;  but  rather  many 
good  arguments  (otherwhere  touched)  of  his  late  coming 
thereinto;  which  con(ideration  did  even  convince  Epi- 
curus and  his  followers,  and  made  them  acknowledge 
man  to  be  a  novel  production.  I  add,  feeing  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  fuppofe  fome  eternal  and  felf-fub(iftent  Being  cBf- 
tin£t  from  man,  and  from  any  other  particular  fen(ible 
being,  (fdr  there  is  no  fuch  being,  which  in  reafon  can 
be  fuppofed  author  of  the  reft ;  but  rather  all  of  them  bear 
charadlers  (ignifying  their  original  (rom  a  Being  more  ex- 
cellent than  themfelves ;)  and  fuch  an  one  being  admit- 
ted, there  is  no  need  or  reafon  to  fuppofe  any  other,  (efpe- 
cially  man  and  all  others  appearing  unapt  fo  to  (ubfift,) 
therefore  it  is  not  reafonable  to  afcribe  eternal  felf-fub* 
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fflence  to  man.  This  difcourfe  I  confirm  with  the  fuf-  SERM. 
tngd  of  Ariflotle  himfelf ;  who  in  his  Phyficks  hath  thefe  V^^* 
words :  In  natural  things^  that  which  is  definite  and  better, 
^pofftbley  mvji  rather  exift :  hut  it  fuffices,  that  one,  the 
fifi  of  things  immoveable,  being  etemal,Jhould  be  to  others 
the  original  of  motion  > ;  (I  fubjoin^  and  by  parity  of  reafon 
it  is  fufiicienty  that  one  and  the  beft  thing  be  eternally 
fobfiftent  of  itfelf,  and  the  caufe  of  fubfiftence  to  the  reft.) 

As  for  the  laft  fuppofition^  that  there  have  been  inde- 
tenninate  fucceflions  of  men^  without  beginning,  it  is  alfo 
liable  to  moft  of  the  former  exceptions,  befide  that  it  is 
altogether  unintelli^ble,  and  its  having  this  peculiar  dif- 
ficulty in  it^  that  it  afcribes  determinate  cfre£ls  to  caufes 
indeterminate.  And  indeed  it  hath  been  to  no  other  pur- 
pofe  introduced,  than  to  evade  the  arguments  arifing  from 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  by  confounding  the  matter  with 
impertinent  intrigues,  fuch  as  the  terms  of  infinite  and  in- 
tleterminate  muft  neceflarily  produce  in  man's  (hallow  un- 
derftanding.  I  therefore,  upon  fuch  grounds,  aflume  it 
ai  a  reafonable  fuppofition,  that  man's  nature  is  nowife(*ha<h"'^< 
^cirofu^;,  but  hath  proceeded  from  fome  caufe.  o7itWf.}^ 

a.  1  adjoin,  fecondly,  that  it  could  not  come  from  any 
faifibl6  or  material  caufe,  nor  from  any  complication  of 
fiich  caufes;  for  that  the  properties,  the  powers,  the 
operations  of  man's  foul  are  wholly  difierent  from  hi 
kind,  highly  elevated  in  worth,  above  all  the  properties, 
powers,  and  operations  of  things  corporeal,  in  what  ima- 
Kinftble  manner  foever  framed  or  tempered:  the  pro- 
perties, faculties,  and  operations  of  our  fouls  are,  or  refer 
to,  feveral  forts  or  ways  of  knowledge,  (fenfe,  fancy,  me- 
mory, difoourfe,  mental  intuition ;)  of  willing,  (that  is,  of 
ippetite  toward  and  choice  of  good,  or  of  difliking  and 
ttfofing  evil;)  of  paflion,  (that  is,  of  fenfible complacency 
or  difpleafure  in  tefpeft  to  good  and  evil  apprehended 
under  feveral  notions  and  circumftances ;)  of  avroxivifjia, 
or  felf-ini^ing,  (ths  power  and  aA  of  moving  without 

■  *£f  yd^  4iMf  fvru  %u  r$  «rfn^r/«i*ffy  $tmi  v»  fiiXTtmv,   miv  Mixirut, 

XMi  d^  HimCcmv.  />{f/  vlU.  y. 
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SERM.  any  force  extrinfecal  working  upon  it^   The  general  pro- 
Vt^'     pertiea   of  things  corporeal   are  extenfion  according  to 
feveral  dimeniions  and  figures;  aptnefs  to  receive- motion 
from,  or  to  impart  motion  unto,  each  other  in  feveral  de-  ! 
grees  and  proportions  of  velocity ;  to  divide  and  unite,  or  | 
to  be  divided  and  united  each  by  other ;  and  the  like,  co- 
herent with  and  refulting  from  thofe :  now  to  commcB  : 
fenfc  it  feems  evident,  that  thofe  properties  and  thefe  am  • 
tola  genere  different  from  each  other  3  nor  have  any  con-  '. 
ceivable    iimilitude    unto,   connection  with,   dependence 
upon  each  other,  as  to  their  immediate  nature.     Let  any  i 
part  of  this  corporeal  mafs  be  refined  by  the  fubtlefl  £n- 
fion,  let  it  be  agitated  by  the  quickeft  motion,  let  it  be 
modelled  into  what'fhape  or  fafhion  you  pleafe;  how  cm 
any  man  imagine  either  knowledge  or  appetite  or  paT- 
fion  thence  to  refult  ?  or  that  it  fhould  thence  acqmre  a 
power  of  moving  itfelf,  or  another  adjacent  body  ?    Eveni 
I  fay,  this  inferior  locomotive  faculty  is  too  high  for  mat- 
ter, by  any  change  it  can  undergo,  to  obtain :  for  we  (as 
inward  experience,  or  confcience  of  what  we  do  may  teach 
us)  determine  ourfelves  commonly  to  a<^on,  and  move 
the  corporeal  inftruments  fubje6l  to  our  will  and  com- 
mand, not  by  force  of  any  precedent  bodily  impreifion'or 
iitipulfe,  but  either  according  to  mere  pleafure,  or  in  vir- 
tue of  fomcwhat  fpiritual  and  abftra£ted  from  matter,  aft- 
ing  upon  us,  not  by  a  phyfical  energy,  but  by  mond 
reprefentation,  in  a  manner  more  eafily  conceived  than 
exprefled ;  (for  no  man  furely  is  fo  dull,  that  he  cannot 
perceive  a  huge  difference  between  being  dragged  by  a 
violent  hand,  and  drawn  to  a6lion  by  a  ftrong  reafon ;  al- 
though it  may  puzzle  him  to  exprefs  that  difference:) 
fuch  a  propofition  of  truth,  fuch  an  apprehenfion  of  events 
poflible,  fuch  an  appearance  of  good  or  evil  confequent, 
(things  no  where  cxiflent  without  us,  nor  having  in  them 
any  thing  of  corporeal  fubfiflence ;  nor  therefore  capable 
of  corporeal  operation,)  are  all  the  engines  that  ufually 
impel  us  to  aftion ;  and  thefe,  by  a  voluntary  application 
of  our  minds,  (by  collefting  and  digefting,  fevering  and 
rejefting,  fifting  and  moulding  the  prefent  fingle  reprefent- 


jTnm  iie  Rome  of  Human  Nature.  169 

itiona  of  things,  by  an  immediate  interior  power,  inde-  S£RM. 
pendent  from  any  thing  without  us,)  we  frame  within     ^"- 
onfelvea.     And  even  fuch  a  felf-moving  or  felf-deter- 
nuung  power  we  cannot  any^^*ife  conceive  to  l)e  in,  or  to 
aiife  from,   any  part  of  this   corporeal   mafs,   however 
fliped  or  fized,  however  (ituated  or  a^tated :  much  lefs 
eu  we  well  apprehend  the  more  noble  faculties  to  be 
failed  in  or  to  fpring  from  it;  of  them  the  groflell  and 
the  fineft,  the  flowed  and  the  nimbleft,  the  roughed  and 
the  fmootheft  bodies  are  alike  capable,  or  rather  unlike, 
ODCapable.    To  think  a  grofs  body  may  be  ground  and 
poimded  into  rationality,  a  flow  body  may  be  thumped 
and  driven  into  paflion,  a  rough  body  may  be  filed  and 
poGibed  into  a  faculty  of  difceming  and  refenting  things ; 
that  a  clufler  of  pretty  thin  round  atoms,  (as  Democritus  Arift.  dc 
fcrlboth  conceited,)  that  a  well  mixed  combination  of  elc-  ^"*  *'  ^' 
aents,  (as  Empedocles  fancied,)  that  a  liannonious  con- 
temperation  (or  crafis)  of  humours,  (as  Galen,  dreaming 
it  feems  upon  his  drugs  and  his  potions,  would  perfuade 
nil)  that  an  implement  made  up  of  I  know  not  what  fine 
^ngs,  and  wheels,  and  fuch  mechanic  knacks,  (as  fome 
of  our  modem  wizards  have  been  bufy  in  divining,)  fliould, 
without  more  to  do,  become  the  fubjeft  of  fo  rare  capa- 
dties  and  endowments,  the  author  of  adions  fo  worthy, 
and  works  fo  wonderful ;  capable  of  wifdom  and  virtue, 
of  knowledge  fo  vaH,  and  of  defires  fo  lofty;  apt  to  con- 
template truth,  and  affeft  good ;  able  to  recolle£b  things 
pafty  and  to  forefee  things  future ;  to  kstfdh  fo  deep  into 
the  caufes  of  tilings,  and  difclofe  fo  many  myfteries  of 
nature ;  to  invent  fo  many  arts  and  ibiences,  to  contrive 
fnch  proje^s  of  policy,  and  achieve  fuch  feats  of  prowefs; 
briefly,  fliould  become  capable  to  defign,  undertake,  and 
perform  all  thofe  admirable  efle^ls  of  human  wit  and  in- 
duftry  which  we  daily  fee  and  hear  of;  how  fenfelefs  and 
abfurd  conceits  are  thefe !  how  can  wc,  without  great  in- 
dignauon  and   regret,  entertain  fuch  fuppofitions !  No, 
no;  it  is  both  ridiculous  fondiiefs  and  monflrous  bafe- 
nefa  for  us  to  own  any  parentage  from,  or  any  alliance  to, 
things  fo  mean,  fo  very  much  below  us.     It  is  indeed  obr 
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8&RM.  fervable,  tluit  no  man  can  weU,  or  fcah^  any  man  hatk 
VII.     difowned  the  receiving  his  being  from  God,  but  hath  aU^ 
in  a  manner  difavowed  his  own  being  what  he  is;  that  iM 
man  denying  God,  hath  not  alfo  withal  denied  himlelf| 
denied  himfelf  to  be  a  man ;  renounced  his  reafoni  ha 
liberty,  and  other  perfe£Uons  of  his  nature ;  rather  thii  | 
acknowledge  himfelf  fo  well  defcended,  hath  been  reftlf . 
to  confefs  himfelf  no  more  than  a  beaft,  yea  much  left  \ 
than  probably  beafis  are ;  a  mere  corporeal  machine,  A 
ball  of  fate  and  chance,  a  thing  violently  tolled  and  tmh 
bled  up  and  down  by  bodies  all  about  it.    But  let  theft- 
degenerate  men  vilify  their  own  nature,  and  difpar^g^ 
themfelves  as  they  pleafe,  yet  thofe  noble  perfeAioni  tf 
our  foul  fpeak  its  extraSion  from  a  higher  ftock;  wk 
cannot,  if  we  confider  them  well,  but  acknowledge  that| 
Mentcra  e  coeledi  demiflam  traxtmus  arce ; 
'o  yiXi  r    or,  as  Epicharmus  faid  of  old,  that  man*s  reafon  didj^rei 
liyvVi-   from  the  Divine  reafon;  they  plainly  difcover  their  ori^nil 
f »«•  i*#  w  tQ  be  from  a  caufe  itfelf  underftanding  and  knowifag^ 
J>ic.c;/.i4- willing  freely,  relenting  things,  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak,)  and 
Um.  ^,^  V.  moving  of  itfelf  in  a  more  excellent  manner  and  degree. 
And  indeed  it  is  very  coniiderable  to  our  purpofe,  that 
while  we  aflert  the  exiflence  of  God,  we  aflert  no  othtt 
thing  to  be,  than  fuch  as  whereof  we  can  ailign  a  maniftft 
inftance  or  example,  as  it  were,  although  in  degree  mul^ 
inferior ;  for  what  can  in  any  degree  exift,  it  is  not  bald 
to  conceive  that  poflible  to  exift  in  any  degree,  how  high 
foever;  what  is  in  kind  poflible,  is  in  any  perfe&ion  <£ 
degree  poflible;  yea,  what  we  fee  in  a  lower  degree  fome- 
where  to  exift,  doth  prqbably  otherwhere  exift  in  higher 
perfe6lion.    There  is  therefore  fcarce  any  attribute  com- 
monly afcribed  to  God,  the  exiftence  whereof  we  cannot 
fliew  poflible,  yea  Very  credible,  by  fliewitig  fome  degree, 
(I  ufii  this  word  in  a  large  and  popular  fenfe,  not  regarding 
fcholaftical  nicety,)  fome  participation,  fome  femblance  (of, 
if  you  pleafe,  fome  ftiadow)  thereof  difcemible  in  ifian ; 
he  being  indeed  a  fmall  picture,  as  it  were,  wherein  God 
hath  drawn  and  reprcfented  himfelf,  giving  lis  to  read 
that  of  himfelf  in  this  finall  volume,  which  in  its  proper 
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MtmnSttt  and  fiie  we  could  never  be  able  to  apprehend;  SERK* 
BKh  letter,  each  line  of  his  excellency  being  in  itfelf  too     ^^L 
hige  for  our  eye  perfeAly  to  view  and  comprehend.  ' 

3«  We  are,  I  iky,  not  only  God's  works,  but  his  chil- 
Attn;  ouOr  foids  bearing  in  their  countenance  and  com- 
fhakm  divers  exptefs  features  of  him ;  efpecially  as  at 
M  they*  were  made,  and  as  by  improvement  of  our  ca- 
{Mcities  they  may  agun  become.  ^  In  the  fubftance  of 
1*8  fi9ul>  in  its  union  with  things  corporeal,  in  its  pro- 
tmd  powers,  we  may  obferve  divers  fuch  refem- 
Unces,  declaring  it  in  a  manner  to  be  what  Seneca  did 
1^  of  it,  a  liltle  God  harboured  in  human  body.  For  asDeushihv- 
9od,  {inkabiting  light  inacceffible,)  being  himfelf  invifible,  "^^X^l" 
ibd  (iibjeft  to  ^o  fenfe,  difcovers  himfelf  by  manif(dd  ef-  pinua^ . 
fsfts  of  wifdom  and  power;  fo  doth  our  foul,  itfelf  imme- 
datriy  expofed  to  no  fenfe,  (hew  itfelf  by  many  works  of 
M  and  induftry,  wherein  (he  imitates  nature  and  the  works 
rf  God ;  although  her  works  in  finenefs  and  greatnefs  do 
Irieed  corxm  infinitely  (hort  of  his. 

-As  God  by  his  prefence  and  influence  doth,  as  the  phi-  m^f;^*:. 
Mbpher  (peaks,  contain  and  keep  together  the  t^holeJrame'J^J^'^' 
iff  ikingSy  fo  that  he  withdrawing  them,  it  would  fall  of  ^/kWo. 
Melf  into  corruption  and  ruin;  fo  doth  the  foul,  by  its^^*^*^ 
muon  and  fecret  energy  upon  the  body,  conned  the  parts  ^'**'*k>»'  ^-^ 
at  'm  body,  and  preserve  it  from  diflblution,  which  pre-  }mrtu^mt  ^ 
jfemly,  they  being  removed,  do  follow.  'J^/'j 

Aa  he,  in  a  manner  beyond  our  conception,  without^*,  i,  ^. 
aliy  proper  extenfion  or  compofition  of  parts,  doth  co- 
eiSA  with,  penetrateth,  and  paflcth  through  all  things; 


-quid  inirutn  nofcerc  mundum 


Si  poiTunt  homines,  quibus  eft  et  mundus  in  ipfi<, 
Ezemplumque  Dei  quifque  eft  in  ima^ne  panra  ?         Manil.  4, 

Qaem  'm  hoc  mundo  locum  Deus  obtinet,  hnnc  in  homine  animus ;  quod 
eft  Hloe  tniteria,  id  in  nobis  corpus  eft.    Sen.  Rp.  65. 

DvDm  te  fcito  efle :  liquidem  Dcus  eft,  qui  vi^ct,  qui  fentit,  qui  meminit, 
qui  piDvklety  qui  tun  regit,  et  movet,  ct  nio<leratur  id  corpus,  cui  prEepofitus 
eft,  qaam  hunc  mundum  princeps  ille  Deus ;  et  ut  ipfum  rbundum  ex  qua- 
llua  pone  mortalem  Deus  aeternus>  lie  fragile  corpus  snimus  ferapiteraui 
aovct*     CiCm  in  Somn,  Scip* 
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SERM.  ^fo  is  (he,  in  a  manner  alfo  unconcdvable,  every  whtlf 
VII.     prefent  within  her  boundsi  and  penetrates  all  the  dimedy. 

""^""""^  fions  of  her  little  world.  r  ^ 

As  he  uicomprehenfibly,  by  a  word  of  his  mind^  or  by  a  i 
mere  a6t  of  will,  doth  move  the  whole  frame  or  any  pitl| 
of  nature ;  fo  doth  (he,  we  cannot  tell  how,  by  tbinkim 
only,  and  by  willing,  wield  her  body,  and  determine  aflf' 
member  thereof  to  motion.  r 

As  he,  not  confined  by  the  extenfion  or  duration  (|f 
things,  doth  at  one  (imple  view  behold  all  things,  not  atlsf 
prefent,  but  paft  and  future,  yea,  whenever,  wherevQl;- 
however  poflible;  ^fo  doth  (he,  making  wide  excurfioN, 
out  of  her  narrow  manfion  in  an  infiant,  as  it  were,  M 
with  a  marvellous  a^lity,  tranfcend  any  fixed  bounds.n 
time  or  place;  furveys  in  her  thought  the  moft  remo||i 
regions,  (lopping  no  where,  and  pafling  over  the  worl^t 
bounds  into  fpaces  void  and  imaginary;  reviews  agBf, 
long  fince  pafl,  and  looks  forward  into  thofe  long  after  M  i 
come;  fees  things  in -their  caufes,  and,  as  it^re>  beyond  ; 
them,  even  the  po(fibilities  of  things  that  never  (hall  be. 

*o  Btif  ani      As  he  performs  nothing  raflily  or  vainly,  but  alwm 

^TJ'  *""•  with  wifeft  defign  to  the  beft  end ;  fo  doth  (he  never  feL 
herfelf  on  aflion  without  fome  drifts  or  aim  at  good  ap* 
parent  to  her. 

c  As  he  among  all  the  agitations  and  changes  of  things 
without  him  abides  himfelf  immoveable,  impaflible^  and 
immutable ;  fo  is  (he,  immediately  at  leaft,  not  difturbed, 
not  altered,  not  aflfcfled  by  the  various  motions  that  fuTr 
round  her;  they  do  not  touch  her,  they  cannot  ftir  herj 
among  the  many  tumults  and   tempeds   bluftering  all 

Mtt)  ftixV^  oitfafiif  JkvuSfttf  MM  rSf  mCwmv  WtCttrtCtu^ii,  xmi  ry  irkmru  rSf  ««■»» 
fiivns  i^t^z^/um,  &c.     Greg.  Nyjf,  Cat.  c.  10* 

^  Magna  et  generofa  res  eft  humanus  animus,  in  immenfam  fe  exteinfit, 
nee  ullos  (ibi  poni  nifi  communes  cum  Deo  terminos  patitur.  Sen.  Ep»  loi. 

ri*i  /itr^  ri^ff  tuu  twt  »y  ;^»t^i{iTMi,  Ak>S  If  ravr^  /KtMwr  «r«»r«  Wi^tvmt  v 
Greg,  Na».  Or,  36. 

0in'Cknr\  fAUfixit  rt  xsu  mffnrmf  riv  x,^  ^f  m'i  ««i  r«y  mvv  ry  Wfivftmrt,  Greg, 
Naz,  Or,  30. 
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^aimt  her,  (he  can  retain  a  fteady  calm  and  reft :  Ariftotle  SERM. 

lumfelf  concluded  her  to  be  unmoveable,  impaflible,  un-     VII. 

niied,  and  uncompounded  ^)  So  fdr  chara&ers  are  there 

'  tf  the  Divine  nature  engraven  upon  man's  foul :  but  one 

•fcicf  property  thereof  we  have  not  as  yet  touched ; 

thereof,  alas !  the  lineaments  are  more  faint  and  lefs  dif- 

ttmible ;  they  being  in  themfelves  originally  moft  tender 

aid  delicate,  and  thence  apt  by  our  unhappy  degeneration 

f9  fnfier  the  moft,  and  have  thence  accordingly  been  moft 

Mboed;   goodnefs  I   mean;    whereof  yet,  1   ftiall  not 

Ambt  to  lay,  many  goodly  relics  are  extant,  and  may  be 

•Mcrved  therein.    There  do  remain,  difperfed  in  the  foil 

\  if  bmnan  nature,  divers  feeds  of  goodnefs,  of  benignity,  of 

rl^gennity,  which  being  cheriflied,  excited,  and  quickened 

^ly  good  culture,  do,  to  common  experience,  thruft  out 

•JftwuB  very  lovely,  yield. fruits  very  pleafant  of  virtue 

fad  goodnefs.    We  fee  that  even  the  generality  of  men 

I  in  prone  to  approve  the  laws  and  rules  directing  to  juf- 

\  floe,  fincerity,   and  beneficence ;    to    commend    adions 

\  fahaUe  unto  them,  to  honour  perfons  pra£lifing  accord- 

wg  to  them ;   as  alfo  to  diftafte,  deteft,  or  defpife  fuch 

■en,  whofe  principles  or  tempers  incline  them  to  the 

pndice  of  injury,  fraud,  malice,  and  cruelty  S;  yea,  even 

them  men  generally  are  apt  to  diflike,  who  are  fo  addi£led 

b  themfelves,  as  to  be  backward  to  do  good  to  others. 

Yea  no  man  can  aft  according  to  thofe  rules  of  juftice 

•nd  goodnefs  without  fatisfaftion  of  mind ;  no  man  can 

do  againft  them  without  inward  felf-condemnation  and  re- 

giet,  (as  St.  Paul  did  obferve  for  us.)   No  man  hardly  is  fo  Rom.ii.  is. 

frvage,  in  whom  the  receiving  kindnefles  doth  not  beget 

I  kindly  fenfe,  and  an  inclination  {eo  nomine^  for  that 

cauie barely)  to  return  the  like;  which  inclination  can- 


e's? rt  rmt  iih/nirmt  t«  vwi^tn  mvry  x/mrir.  Je  An,  u  3.  ^ntmBnu  de  An,  i. 
5.  in.  Sy  6t  &c.  i^Ltynt^  AtrJUvr.  iii.  6,  &c. 

f  Quae  aacem  natk>  non  comitateniy  non  benignitatem,  non  gratum  ani- 
aaiD,  et  benefidi  memorem  dingit?  quse  fuperbos>  quae  roaleficosy  quae 
crodelcsj  qua  ingratos  non  afprmatur,  non  odit?  C\c,  Je  Leg^  i.  pag. 
305. 
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SERM.  not  well  be  afcribed  to  any  other  principle  than  fomemkek 
^"'     of  ingenuity  innate  to  man  K 

AH  men,  I  fuppole,  feel  in  themfelves  (if  al  le^ 
hardened  by  villanous  cuftona)  a,  difpofitioa  promptiiS 
them  to  commiferate,   yea  (even  with  (brae  trouble 
forae  damage  to  themfelves)  \io  fuccour  wd  relieve 
who  are  in  want,  pidn,  or  any  ^ftrefe }  even  mere  flra»« 
gQfs,  and  fuch  from  whom  they  can  expe&  no  return  tf 
benefit  or  advantage  to  themfelves. 

Many  examples  occur,  in  experience  and  in  htflory^  if 
meoi  who,  from  dictates  of  common  leafon  and  natuid 
inclinations,  (which  in  this  cafe  are  not  to  be  ieparate^ 
both  anting  from  the  fame  fource  of  human  Balure^)  bait 
been  very  apt  freely  and  liberally  to  imparl  unto  othen 
fomewhat  of  any  good  thing  they  poflefled ;  to  faciifiel 
their  own  eafe,  plcafure,  profit  unto  others'  benefit;  10 
undergo  great  pains  and  hazards  for  public  good,  (^ 

Vicit  amor  good  of  their  family,  of  their  friends,  of  their  country,  of  = 

5JJ|^*^*"" mankind  in  general;)  and  all  this  without  any  hope  of  ■►?  . 

cttpido.  compenfe;  except  perhaps  that  commonly  they  rai^ 
have  fome  regard  to  the  approbation  and  acceptance,,  to 
the  good-will  and  gratitude  of  them,  whom  their  bene&v 
cence  obliged ;  which  in  real  efteem  is  no  great  deroga- 
tion to  their  noble  performanpes  ;  and  argues  only,  thei0 
is,  together  with  fuch  a  laudable  benignity  or  goodnefs  rf 
nature,  (to  excite  and  enliven  it,)  implanted  a  natural  ani'- 
bition  alfo,  or  generofity  in  man's  foul ;  which  being  wdl 
moderated  feems  not  culpable ;  fince  God  himfelf,  in  »* 
turn  to  his  mod  free  beneficence,  doth  exped  and  require 
fomewhat  of  thanks  and  praife ;  fo  much  as  we  are  abb 
to  render  to  him. 

Yea,  (although  our  adverfaries  will  fcarce  admit  fo 
much,  for  that  not  fuppofing  any  good  original,  they 
are  imwilling  to  allow  any  good  derivative;  they  are  aa 


^  Quid  tam  laudabile,  quid  tain  aequalitcr  in  omnium  animot  recqKum^ 
quam  referre  bene  mcritis  gratiam  ?   Stfi,  Je  Benef,  iv.  le. 

Huic  uni  rei  non  pofuimus  legem,  tanquam  falls  natnra  caviflct.  /in4 
iv.  17. 
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eady  to  exclude  all  humanity  as  divinity;  they  haveSERlil. 
mnmonly,  as  no  opinion  of  God,  fo  no  good  opinion  of  ^H* 
^ca;  feeliDg  little  good  in  themfelves,  they  are  willing 
19  think  lelii  to  be  in  others ;  fo  proje&ing  to  excufe 
4|emlelvef9  and  (hroud  their  own  particular  faults  under 
^oovert  of  a  general  naughtinefs,)  >  I  doubt  not  to  fay, 
llMSie  have  been  many  perfons  in  aU  ages  full  of  very 
ln^  and  fincere  good-will  toward  men,  heartily  defiring 
the  public  good,  and  compaffionating  the  evils  of  man- 
kind; ready  with  their  beft  endeavours  to  procure  and 
pomote  the  one^  to  prevent  and  remove  the  other^  irom 
yrinciples  of  mere  ingenuity  or  pure  noblenefs  ;  that  with 
vimoveable  refolution  have  perfifted  in  courfes  tending  to 
fach  ends,  although  in  them  they  have  encountered  dan- 
cUfgraces,  and  troubles  firom  the  ingratefiil  worlds 


»0y« 


flf  rather  from  fome  men  prevalent  therein,  their  envy  or 
|Mte. 

In  fine,  the  wifeft  obfervers  of  man's  nature  have  pro- 
fUmnced  him  to  be  a  creature  gentle  and  fociable,  inclin-  zm»  «^te«. 
^bie  to  and  fit  for  converfation,  apt  to  keep  good  order,  ''*^  •'•*^- 
tQohlerve  rules  of  jufUce,  to  embrace  any  fort  of  virtue, 
if  well  managed,  if  inftruded  by  good  difcipline,  if  guided 
by  good  example,  if  living  under  the  influence  of  wifp 
\un  and  nrtuous  governors.  Fiercenefs,  rudenefs,  craft, 
nalice,  all  perverfe  and  intractable,  all  mifchievous  and 
Tidious  difpofitions  do  grow  among  men  (like  weeds  in 
any,  even  the  beft  foil)  and  overfpread  the  earth,  from 
BC^Ieft  of  good  education ;  from  ill  conduct,  ill  cufiom, 
ill  ecample ;  (it  is  the  coniparifon  of  St.  Chryfoftom  and 
gf  Plutarch  ^.)    It  is  favour  therefore,  I  conceive,  to  their 

f  Ncc  eft  quiiqyam  gentis  uUiui,  qui  ducem  naturam  ntAus  id  virtutem 
pfncnire  non  poflit.     Cic,  dt  Leg,  1. 

Nitiin  not  ad  mentem  opcimam  genuit,  adeoque  difcere  meliora  Tolenti- 
bat  pfoapcum  eft,  ut  ▼€»  intuenti  mirum  fit  illud  raagis  malot  cfle  tam 
makoa.    Quimti/.  xii.  ll. 

k  Cirj^.  com.  ▼.  pa|;.  6 13.   KaSmti^  i  yn,  ^Iruv  Xmm^  tuH  xim  tS^m  rvy. 

Plmt,  dtfera  tmrn.  vflnd,  pag.  97S.  —  EiXvf  Un^  1^^*  J^^trnt  At^  mStrtu  fifi* 
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SERM.  own  habitual  depravations  of  nature  (or  perhaps  to  fonif 
prejudicate  opinions)  which  hath  induced  fome  men  1^ 
make  fo  difadvantageous  a  portraiture  of  human  nator^ 
in  which  nothing,  lightfome  or  handfomCj  no  lines  of  can* 
dour  or  reditude  do  appear^  but  all  feems  black  and 
crooked ;  all  is  drawn  over  with  duiky  (hades^  and  int^ 
gular  features  of  bafc  dciignfulnefs,  and  malicious  cnn-j 
ning ;  of  fufpicion,  malignity,  rapacity ;  which  chanAtf 
were  it  true,  (in  that  general  extent,  and  not  proper  onlj 
to  fome  monfters  among  men,)  we  ntfed  not  farther  leek 
for  hell,  fince  as  many  men,  fo  many  fiends  appear  unto 
us.  But  fo  commodious  living  here ;  fo  many  offices  daily 
performed  among  men,  of  courtefy,  mercy,  and  pity;  fi 
many  conflant  obfer\'ances  of  fricndfhip  and  amity;  ft 
many  inflanccs  of  fidelity  and  gratitude ;  fo  much  cnSi 
always  (even  among  Pagans  and  Barbarians)  preferved  to 
juftice  and  humanity,  (humanity,  that  very  name  dotk 
fairly  argue  for  us,)  do  fufficiently  confute  thofe  defaraeri' 
and  (landerers  of  mankind;  do  competently  evidence,  thit 
all  good  inclinations  arc  not  quite  banifhed  the  world,  nor 
quite  razed  out  of  man's  foul ;  but  that  even  herein  hu- 
man nature  doth  fomewhat  refemble  its  excellent  original^ 
the  nature  Divine. 

Thus  doth  man's  nature  in  its  fubftance,  as  it  were,  iti 
faculties,  its  manner  of  operation,  refemble  God  :  but  we 
may  farther  obferve,  that  as  children  are  indeed  in  com* 
plexion  and  feature  ufually  bom  fomewhat  like  to  thdr 
parents,  but  grow  daily  more  like  unto  them,  (thoie 
fmaller  lineaments  continually  with  their  bulk  and  f)  jhiie 
increafing  and  becoming  more  difcemible;)  fo  is  man  hn* 
provable  to  more  exa£l  refemblance  of  God;  his  foul  hath 
appetites  and  capacities,  by  which  well  guided  and  or- 
dered, it  foars  and  climbs  continually  in  its  aflfe^lion  and 
deiire  toward  Divine  perfcdion.  Man  hath  an  infa- 
Ecclef.  i.  8.  liable  curiofity  and  greedinefs  of  knowledge,  {his  eye  is 
never  fatisfied  with  feeing^  nor  his  earjilled  with  hearing^ 

fiitat  itfit  yintn  yj/v^mi  ^)f{«0r/y  »aj  ri  ytnmln  if  Srytf^f  Mvrktf  Mm^  •&•  l{»- 
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he  never  refts  content  with,  but  in  a  manner  defpifes  the  SERM. 
notions  already  acquired ;  always  driving  to  enlarge  and     V^'- 
enrich  his  mind  with  intellediual  treafure.     So  doth  he 
tend  nearer  to  Divine  omnifcience. 

And  as  his  fearches  after  truths  fo  his  deiires  of  good 
are  b  a  manner  boundlefs.  No  prcfent,  no  definite  good 
cm  long  detain  his  liking,  or  fully  content  him :  he  foon 
doth  fuck  it  dry,  and  leaves  it  indpid ;  then  longs  and 
hunts  after  frefh  entertainments  :  he  feems  poor  to  him- 
fitf  in  the  greateft  plenty,  and  (Iraitened  in  the  mod  ample 
condition.  In  (hort,  he  ever  afpircs  to  fomcwhat  more 
peat  and  high  than  what  he  enjoys ;  finding  in  himfelf  a 
kind  of  infinite  (at  lead  indefinite)  ambition  and  covetouf- 
Be&y  a  redlefs  tendency  after  farther  degrees  of  joy  and 
hppinefs,  lb  doth  he  fhoot  himfelf  on  toward  that  highed 
mark  of  Divine  felicity. 

Being  fenfible  of  his  own  mortal  and  tranfitory  condi- 
lionj  he  yet  feeks  to  live  for  ever  in  his  name  and  me- 
mory, labours  to  perform  memorable  aflions,  rears  lad- 
ii^  monuments  of  his  art  and  knowledge,  of  his  wealth 
nd  power,  of  his  bounty  and  munificence,  by  all  means 
fiodying  and  driving  to  commend  himfelf  to  the  regard  of 
pofierity;  thus  afiecls  he  another  fort  of  likcnefs  unto 
God,  even  a  kitid  of  immortality  and  eternity. 

If  alfo,  being  through  Divine  grace  awakened  out  of 
that  drowfy  date,  (which  naturally  in  great  meafurc  hath 
l^zed  upon  all  men,)  he  difcovereth  his  moral  or  fpiritual 
wants  and  imperfe^ions ;  he  is  then  apt  to  breathe  and  en- 
deavour a  nearer  fimilitude  to  God,  even  in  goodnefs, 
righteoufnefs,  and  purity;  to  labour  in  getting  continu* 
ally  his  inclinations  more  redlified,  and  his  paflions  better 
compofed;  in  redraining,  fubduing,  dedroying  inordinate 
fclf-lbve,  with  the  fenfuality,  the  perverfonefs,  the  pride, 
the  malice  growing  irom  that  evil  root ;  in  promoting  all 
virtuous  defires  and  afTefUons,  efpecially  reverence  toward 
God  his  &ther,  and  charity  toward  man  his  brother ;  nei- 
ther then  can  he  be  at  eafe  or  well  content,  till  he  arrive 
in  fuch  difpofitions  of  mind  to  that  neamefs  of  pcrfe£lion 
which  bb  capacities  do  admit.    And  a  nian  thus  qualified 

VOL.  IV.'  N 
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^ERM.  in  degreej  thiu  tending  in  delire  toward  higher  perfU 

VII.     in  goodnefe,  ia  indeed  the  moft  lively  image  that  cai 

iS,  iriyH,-   framed  of  God;  being,  as  St.  Paol  exprefleth  it,  rail 

^'     ...     ta  an  acknowledgment  (or  better  underflanding  of  bin 

10.  of  his  Maker,  of  true  goodnefa)  aceon^g  to  the  ima^ 

him  that  made  him.     I  might  alfo  propound  to  .your  ( 

Orig.  in      fideration  that  ftKrpoi  f  im-dmv  to  npif  rht  xtWayT^tj  (as  GO 

Tdtimoni-  "^  Fathers  doth  call  it,)  that  natural  proclivity  objm 

umuiimx  m  man  to  acknowledge  and  worjhip  God;  to  embrace 

fellgiafa^'  ligion  both  in  opinion  and  prafUce,  and  efpecially  or 

Tfrimii.       occaflonB  of  need  or  diflrefs  to  have  reeourfe  unto  bin 

an  argument  of  his  relation  to  God.  It  is,  we  fee*  com 

in  nature  for  all  creatures  to  be  readily  accpuinted  i 

their  parents,  to  run  after  them,  to  expe&  from  tl 

jupply  of  wants,  fuccour  in  Araits,  refuge  and  defeno 

dangers;  from  hence  we  may  ealily  difcem  to  what  pa 

any  child  belongs:  and  fince  there  appears  the  like 

ftinA  and  capacity  innate  to  man,  (and  indeed  to  him  ol 

whence  fome  philofophers  thought  good  from  this  j 

perty  to  define  man,  a  creature  capable  of  religion';)  1 

he  is  apt  to  entertain  notions  of  God,  to  bear  in  his  n 

awe  and  refpeA  toward  him ;  Gnce  he  is  ready  in  all 

flraits  (when  other  helps  and  hopes  ^1  him)  to  lift 

his  heart  and  voice  toward  Heaven  for  aflifiaace}  ' 

may  we  not  in  lllu  manner  hence  difcem,  and  with 

reafon  infer,  that  man  is  alfo  in  cfpecial  manner  G 

child  and  ofTspiing  ? 

.  I  might  alfo  adjoin,  that  the  very  power  of  {rao 
conceptions,  although  imperfe£t  and  inadequate,  cfinc 
ing  God,  is  in  itfelf  a  faculty  fo  very  fpiritual  and  fuUi 
that  it  argues  fomething  divine  in  man's  foul.  ">  Thai 
is  knoum  by  its  like,  was  an  axiom  among  ancient  phil' 
1  Cot.  ii.    phers ;  and  that  Jpirittial  things  are  Jpiritually  dtfcer 

14. 

I  Aninul  relieionh  opax. 

Animu*— hochabct  irgumEnlum  divinitallj  Satt,  quod  ilium  di*in*c 
am.     Sia.Nal.  quKft.  1.  pi*f. 

n  JriJ.  it  An.  \.  a.  y,.iittt^M.  i/ui^  If^ 

Quit  oelum  poflit  nifi  caU  munen  nofle, 

£t  tcpciiic  Denm  nifi  qui  pan  iph  deoniiu  cA?       Maidl.  lib.  a. 
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is  the  rule  of  a  better  mader  in  wifdom  thati  they;  and  SERM. 
beafls  furely,  becaufe  not  endued  with  reafon,  have  no  V^« 
conceptions  concerning  man's  nature  or  the  matters  pro- 
per to  him,  (according  to  what  rules,  by  what  methods, 
to  vi^t  purpofes  he  doth  a£t ;)  fo  in  likelihood  (hould  we 
Bot  be  able  to  apprehend  and  difcourfe  about  things  ap^ 
pertainiiig  to  God,  his  nature,  the  methods  and  reafons  of 
Ik  proceedings;  the  notions  of  eternal  truth,  the  indifpenf-' 
aUe  laws  of  right,  the  natural  differences  of  good  and 
Cfil,  with  fuch  like  high  objeds  of  thought,  except  our 
fiMils  bad  in  them  fome  fparks  of  Divine  underflanding ; 
fane  cognation  with,  and  communication  from.  Heaven. 
•  I  (hall  to  thefe  only  fubjoin  one  farther  coniideration 
worth  attending  to;  that  the  wifell  and  mod  confiderate  men, 
m  feveral  times,  only  by  reflecting  upon  their  own  minds, 
tad  obferving  in  them  what  was  mod  lovely  and  excel-* 
lent,  moil  pure  and  ftraight,  have  fallen  upon,  and  con-» 
^bed  in,  noUons  concerning  God,  very  fuitable  to  thofe 
which  we  believe  taught  us  by  revelation;  although 
coDtraiy  to  the  prejudices  of  their  education,  and  to  po- 
plar conceits :  many  admirable  paflages  to  this  purpofe 
we  may  find  dropped  from  the  mouth  of  Socrates  and 
die  pen  of  Plato;  in  Cicero,  in  Epiftetus,  yea,  in  the  leaft 
credulous  or  &nciful  of  men,  Ariftotle  himfelf.  Whence 
{hiDly  enough  we  may  colle£t  how  near  affinity  there  is  * 

between  God  and  us;  how  legible  charaders  of  the  Divi- 
ttty  are  written  upon  our  fouls;  how  eafily  we  may  know 
God,  if  we  be  not  ignomnt  of  ourfelves ;  that  we  need 
not  go  far  to  fetch  arguments  to  prove  that  God  is,  nor  to 
iod  leflbns  to  learn  what  he  is ;  iince  we  always  carry 
Ixith  about  us,  or  rather  within  us ;  fince  our  fouls  could 
indeed  come  from  do  other  than  fuch  a  Being,  whom 
they  fo  refemble  and  reprefent. 

I  have  indulged  my  thoughts  fomewhat  freely  in  this 
speculation,  yet  I  hope  not  altogether  impertinently,  for 
that  (as  I  before  alleged)  in  the  chief  of  God's  works 
(obfervable  by  us)  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  his 
^ory  doth  chiefly  fliine ;  and  will  therefore  be  mod  dif- 
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SERM.  cemible  to  us,  if  we  open  our  eyes  and  apply  our  m 

VII.     thereto. 

II.  Thus  doth  human  nature,  being  in  each  fing 
man,  (Iiew  the  exiflence  of  God,  as  its  original  an 
and  pattern;  confidering  alfo  men  as  related  and  o 
bined  together  in  fociety,  Tome  glimpfe  of  a  Divine  pc 
and  wifdom  ordering  them  toward  it,  and  preferving  tl 
in  it,  may  be  perceived.  As  in  the  world  natural, 
parts  thereof  are  fo  fitted  in  varieties  of  fize,  of  quality 
aptitude  to  motion,  that  all  may  ftick  together,  (exchu 
chafms  and  vacuities,)  and  all  cooperate  inceflantly  to 
prefervation  of  that  common  union  and  harmony  w! 
was  there  intended ;  fo  in  the  world  political  we  may 
ferve  vatious  propenfions  and  aptitudes  difpofing 
to  coUe^lion  and  coherence  and  cooperation  in  fod 
They  are  apt  to  flock  together,  not  only  from  a  kif) 
neceility,  difcovered  by  reafon,  for  mutual  help  and 
fence ;  but  from  a  natural  love  to  company  and  cony< 
tion,  with  an  aptnefs  to  delight  therein,  and  from  an  in 
averfation  to  that  folitude,  wherein  many  great  appe 
natural  to  man  muft  needs  be  ftifled.  They  are  alfo  i 
velloufly  fitted  to  maintain  intercourfe  not  only  by 
principal  guide  thereof,  reafon,  but  by  that  igreat  in 
ment  of  it,  fpecch ;  whereby  men  impart,  and,  as  it  v 

•  tmnsfufe  into  one  another,  their  inmoft  thoughts;  w 

faculty  doth  evidently  relate  unto,  and  plainly  fhews 
naturally  defigned  for,  fociety.  In  order  thereto,  mei 
alfo  endued  with  feveral  fubordioate  inclinations  and 
lifications  (arifing  from  different  temper  of  body,  or  d 
fition  of  mind)  requifite  to  cement  fociety,  and  prefei 
for  a  competent  durance  in  peace  and  order;  fome 
being  made  very  fagacious  and  provident,  and  them 
to  direft  others;  very  quick  and  aftive,  thence  able  to 
cute;  others  of  a  high  fpirit  and  courage,  thence  afie< 
and  difpofed  to  command;  mofl  others  being  du 
conceit,  or  heavy  of  temper,  or  of  a  foft  fpirit,  and  tli 
apt  to  follow,  content  to  reft  in  mean  flate,  willin 
obey.    AU  thefe  things  being  fb  ordered,  that  even 
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trarieties  of  humour  in  men  do  fervc  to  fettle  them  in  SERM. 

their  due  place  and  pofture;   to  beget  and  prefer\'e  a     VII. 

peaceful  uniouj  and  a  decent  harmony  of  a£tion  in  fo- 
ckty ;  which,  fuppofing  all  men  in  ability  and  inclination 
noie  like  or  equal,  (able  to  do,  apt  to  afTeA  the  fame 
tlungB,)  could  hardly  be;  for  then  all  men  would  be  com- 
petitors and  ftnigglers  for  the  fame  thing,  and  fo  none 
viould  eafily  obtain,  or  peacefully  enjoy  it. 

Now  finoe  it  is  plainly  beft  for  man  to  live  thus  in  fo« 
ciety,  many  great  benefits  thence  accruing  to  him,  (fccu- 
rity  to  his  life,  fafe  enjoying  the  fruits  o^iis  induftry, 
moch  eafe  by  mutual  afliftance,  much  delight  in  con- 
veriadon ;  all  that  civil  people  enjoy  of  convenience  be- 
yond barbarians  and  lavages,  or  indeed  above  beads,) 
that  men  are  fo  difpofed  and  fuited  thereto,  is  an  ar- 
gnment  of  mighty  wifdom  and  great  goodnefs  in  that 
cniie  from  whence  all  this  proceeded ;  and  fuch  a  caufe 
iiGod. 

Thus  from  the  conftitution  of  focieties  we  may  collect 
4 provident  care  over  human  affairs;  the  fame  alfo  may 
he  ceaibnably  deduced  from  the  prefervation  of  them; 
for  although  man  be  inclined  unto  and  fitted  for  fociety, 
yet  being  an  agent  very  free  and  loofe  in  his  a£iion,  (a^ing 
Qontingently,  and  without  neceflary  fubje&ion  to  any  fet- 
tled law  or  rule,  as  do  other  things  in  nature,)  no  ordinary 
hukn  will  conftantly  retain  him  in  due  place  and  order ; 
lb  that  the  courfe  of  affairs,  perverted  by  fome  men's  ir- 
regular wiUs  and  paflions,  would  run  into  great  confufion, 
did  not  a  wife  care  alfo  continually  govern  things,  feafon- 
ahly  interpofing  its  hand,  and  thereby  upholding,  retain- 
ing eftablifhiuig  them  in  order,  or  reducing  them  there- 
into; did  not  a  fuperintendent  power  redrain  the  fiercenefs 
of  tyrants,  the  ambition  of  grandees,  the  greedinefs  of 
oppreflbrs,  the  wildnefs  and  precipitancy  of  faftious  mul- 
titudes; did  not  God  fometime  break  the  arm  of  the  wick-vf.  xxxvU. 
«I;.or,  as  Job  fpeaks,  pour  contempt  upon  princeSy  andjobxh^ai. 
wadten  theftrength  of  the  mighty  ;  if  he,  ihaijlilletk  tke^xx\\\\.  15. 
«oi/c  of  thefeasy  did  not  alfo  reprefs  the  tumults  of  the  peo-  i^iv  J  7 . 
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I.  pie.     Indeed,  as  m  nature  it  is  wifely  provided  that  tig< 

wolves,  and  foxes  upon  the  earth,  that  kites  in  the  i 

""and  (harks  in  the  fea,  fliall  not  fo  multiply  and  aboui 

but  that  many  tame  and  gentle  creatures  (hall  abide  tH 

by  them ;    fo  among   men,   that  (among   divers  fier 

ravenous,  crafty,  and  mifchievous  men)  (6  many  po 

(imple,  and  harmlefs   people  do   make    a  (hift    to  1 

here  in  competent  (atety,  liberty,  eafe,  and  comfort,  d< 

argue   his  efpecial   ovenvatching  care  and  governan 

>'i.  who  (as  we  are,  in  conformity  to  experience,  taught 

,^  facred  ScripUre)  hath  an  efpecial  regard  unto  the  pc 

B-  and  unto  the  meek ;  providing  tor  them,  and  proteSi 

them. 

I  might  fubjoin  thofe  fignifications  of  Providence,  whi 
the  general  connexion  of  mankind  doth  afford;  thin 
being  fo  ordered,  that  feveral  nations  and  focieties  (b 
be  prompted,  by  need  or  by  advantage  mutual,  to  mainti 
correfpondence  and  commerce  with  each  other;  uiW 
common  laws  and  compacts,  that  fo  there  fhould  becoi 
a  kind  of  union  and  harmony  even  among  the  fevc 
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Grant,  we  befeech  thee,  Almighty  God,  that  the  tvords,  SERM, 
which  we  haire  heard  this  day  with  our  outward  earsy  may     ^^'* 
tknmgh  thy  grace  be  Jo  grafted  inwardly  in  our  hearts, 
thai  they  may  bring  forth  in  us  the  fruit  of  good  living,  to 
the  honour  and  praife  of  thy  name,  through  Jefus  Chri/i  our 
hard.    Amen. 
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SERMON    Vlll. 


THE  BEING  OF  GOD  PROVED  FROM 
UNIVERSAL   CONSENT. 


Plalm  xix.  3,  4- 
There  h  vo  fpeech  nor  langt4age  if  here  their  voice  is  Q 
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ttions,  tfaroagh  all  courfeB  of  time,  who  (otherwife  difier-  SERM. 
g  in  language,  cuilom,  and  conceit)  only  have  agreed  in  '  VIII. 
lis  one  matter  of  opinion.    Thb  teftimony,  in  itfelf  finqdy         " 
■km,  hatb  indeed  (according  to  the  rules  of  reafon  and 
idgments  d  wife  men)  no  fmall  force ;  but  fcems  to 
tve  much  greater,  if  we  confider  the  fource,  whatever 
tut  could  be,  whence  it  was  derived.     As  to  the  thing 
blblulely  taken,  Ariftotle  thus  ranks  the  degrees  of  pro- 
itbility :  what  feems  trae  to  fome  wife  men  is  fomewhat 
mbable ;  what  feems  to  the  mod  or  to  all  wife  mcn^  is 
laj  probable ;  what  moil  men,  both  wife  and  unwife,  af- 
bt  unto,  doth  flill  more  refemble  truth ;  but  what  men 
jcDcrally  c(»iieflt  in  hath  the  higheA  probability,  and  ap- 
proaches near  to  demonllrable  truth ;  fo  near,  that  it  may 
[Mis  for  ridiculoua  arrogance  and  felf--conceitednefs,'or  for 
Uolerable  obdinacy  and  perverfenefs,  to  deny  it.    A  man,  sin  tj,  nt 
nb  the  philofopher,  may  ajfume  what  feems  true  to  'A^^V-,*)^™' 
i^,  if  it  do  not  conttadiii  the  common  opinion  bfmen;  xioi"}^^'"' 
un's  wifdonl  [he  fuj^fes)  fufiicient  to  balance  the  ^-^IjT'l^- 
efal  authority  of  men.     Indeed,  when  extravagant  wits,  T"  ?■  ''^■ 
ad  pretenders  towifdom,  (or  to  ao  extraol^inary  reach  in 
Dowledge,)  fhall  aflert  things  evidently  repugnant  to  fenfe 
r  reafimj  that  fnow  and  tx)al  have  the  like  appearance, 
U  ia^  Anaxagoras;)  that  all  motion  is  iinpoffible,  (aS 
■coo;)  that  contradiAory  propofitions  may  be  ccmfijleilt, 
u  Heiaclitus ;)  ive  may  add  to  thofe  inAances,  th&t  all 
Ungi  in  nature  proceeded  from  chance,  (as  EjHCurus  and 
litibnoweiv;)  what  other  means  have  we  (lince  noprincl- 
Am  can  be  more  evident  than  fuch  prii^fitiorts  as  they 
^eS)  to  confiite   them,  or   to  decide  the  caufe,  than 
■ttking  ^peal  to  the  common  fentiments  of  mankind  ? 
lUcfa  if  they  decline,  what  have  we  more  Jo  do  than  to 
n^  at  or  pity  them  ?  however,  furely,  he  needs  to  have 
irtry  llrong  and  very  clear  reafon  to  fliew,  who  dares  to 
rithAand  the  common  fufirage  of  mankind,  and  to  chal- 
»ge  all  the  world  of  miflake.     Now  fomewhat  to  en- 
nee  this  £{courfe ;  but  mate  \o  evidence  the  matter  of 
\&  vftm  Which  it  is  grounded,  and  withal  to  make  good 
lat  confirmation  thereof,  which  was  intimated ;  I  (ball 


. 
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6ERM.  allege  fome  few  teftimonies  of  ancient  philofophers,  (that 
VIII.    is,  of  witneiles  in  this  caufe  moil  impartial  and  unfufpeft- 
ed,)  felefted  out  of  innumerable  others  extant  and  obvi- 
ous^ ferving  to  the  fame  purpofe ;  ff^  are  wont  to  a/(n- 
Imie  muchy  faith  Seneca,  to  what  all  men  prefume  \  itisn 
argument  with  us  of  truth,  that  any  thing  Jeems  true  te 
all;  as  that  there  be  Gods  we  hence  colleiif  for  that  all  mem 
have  engrafted  in  them  an  opinion  concerning  Gods;  nd* 
ther  is  there  any  nation  fo  void  of  laws,  or  good  manners^ 
that  it  doth  not  believe  there  are  fome  Gods^i  fo  doth  hs 
aflert  the  matter  of  faA,  and  argue  from  it.   The  like  doth 
Cicero  in  many  places,  fometimes  in  the  perfon  of  hit  I 
dialogifts,  fometimes  according  to  his  ow^fenfe ;  prefSif  y 
this  argument  as  very  weighty.     This,  futh  he,  in  hii 
Tufculan  Queftions,  feems  a  mq/l  firm  thing,  which  is  al' 
leged,  why  we  fhould  believe  Gods  to  be,  becaufe  no  natiM 
is  fo  fierce,  no  manfo  wild,  whqfe  mind  an  opinion  concent^ 
ing  Gods  hath  not  imbued:  many  think  amifs  concenang 
Gods,  for  that  tifes  to  proceed  from  bad  cu/iom,  but  aU  Jk 
however  conceive  a  Divine  power  and  nature  to  exifl — Ne0 
in  all  things  the  confent  of  all  nations  is  to  befuppofei  a 
law  of  nature  ^.    We  (hall  have  other  occafion  to  dta 
divers  places  out  of  Plato  and  Ariftotle,  confirming  the 
fame  thing ;  I  (ball  now  only  add  thefe  pregnant  words  of 
Maximus  Tyrius :  In  fuch  a  quarrelling,  and  tumult,  aid 
ja,ngling,  (about  other  matters  of  opinion,)  you  mag  Jit 
this  one  by  common  accord  acknowledged  law  andjpeeck^ 
that  there  is  one  God,  the  King  and  Father  of  aU;  and 
many  gods,  the  children  of  God,  and  ruling  together  with 

•  Multum  dare  folemus  prsfumptioni  omnium  hominum^  aimd  not  Teri- 

tatis  argumentum  eft  aliquid  omnibus  vidcri ;  tanqoam  Decs  efie  fie  ooU 

ligimus,  quod  omnibui  de  Diis  opinio  in(iu  eft ;  nee  ulla  gens  ufqumm  eft 

adeo  extra  leges  morefque  projeAa^  ut  non  aliquos  Dcos  credat.    Sen,  Sfifm 

'  czvii.    'Old.  de  Benef,  vt,  4. 

b  Firmiiiimum  hoc  afferri  videtur  cur  Deos  efle  credamus,  quod  niilU 
gens  um  fera,  nemo  omnium  tarn  fit  immanis,  cnjus  mentem  nan  imbuerit. 
Deorum  opinio.  Muld  de  Diis  praTa  fentiunt^  (id  enim  Titicfo  more  effid 
folet ;)  omnes  tamen  efle  vim,  et  naturam  divinam  arbitnmtnr.-— Omni  aatcni 
in  re  confenlio  omnium  gentium  lex  naturae  putanda  eft.  Tufi,  i.  p.  S99« 
Vidi  de  Nac.  Deor.  i.  pag.  33.  et  ii.  pag.  $3^  57y  &c« 
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m  i  this  the  Greek  fays,  and  this  the  Barbarian  fags  f  the  SBRM. 

habiter  of  ike  continent,  and  the  ifUmder }  the  wife  and    "'^- 

t  unwife  do  fay  the  fame  <=. 

Thus  it  appears,  by  tdHmony  abundantly  fufficient,  (to 

hich  alfo  all  hiflories  ancient  and  modem  do  agree,)  that 

or  conclufion  hath  been  the  catholic  and  current  doctrine 

f  «D  timet  and  of  all  places ;  fo  that  who  denies  aflent 

iKteti^  is  beyond  meafure  paradoxical,  and  belongs  to  a 

[ft  very  thin  and  weak;  is  in  opinion  what  a  movfter  is 

%  nature,  a  thing  extraordinary  and  uncouth  ;  as  a  lion 

iMhoitt  courage,  an  ox  without  horns,  a  bird  without  wings, 

^u  die  philofopber  fpeaks ;)  a  thing  which  feldom  haps 

0  be,  and  that  never  without  fome  great  error  or  de- 

But  if,  ai  furely  he  will,  our  haughty  adverfary  fhall 
[tfofe  the  verdiA  of  this  grand  jury,  we  may  aflert  its  au- 
tbority,  not  only  as  competent  in  itfelF,  but  as  more  con- 
idmble  in  refped  to  the  caufes  whence  it  ptXKeeded,  or 
hm  the  manner  by  which  this  general  confent  can  be 
mcmed  to  have  been  produced  and  propagated  among 
Den.  That  men  fliould  thus  confpire  in  opinion  muft 
cedfl  proceed  ^tber,  i.  from  hence,  that  fuch  an  opinion 
ru  by  way  of  natural  light  or  inftind  (as  the  firft  moft 
rident  principles  of  fcience  are  conceived  to  be,  or  as  the 
nod  effisAual  propenfioni  toward  good  are)  implanted 

1  man's  nature;  thus  Cicero  and  other  philofophere 
^ipofe  it  to  have  come :  in  him  it  is  thus  fiud,  and  ar- 
;oed :  Since  not  ly  any  in/iilulion,  or  atftom,  or  law,  this 
fmon  is  eftablijhxd,  and  among  all,  without  exception,  a 
Etm  amjenl  doth  abide,  it  is  necejfary  there  Jhould  he  Gods; 
ve  hat^g  implanted,  or  rather  inbred  notioTts  concermng 

<  'It  nrirf  H  wAip^  nmS  rmru  ■■]  timfmlf  ttm  flHt  J>  l>  rmrj  yf  l^ifmtn 
ifm  MI  iiym.  In  SiJ<  A  mfrtwr  fimrOjiit  >■)  WM^  ui  9«)  nXXH,  9i«  avT- 
■■  nmifxitrti  9if ,  rmirm  H  I  Innt  xl>«,  Mmi  i  ^^ijUftt  t^iyu,  uJ  J  infirm, 
■■tJhkinwi,  MJJnfif,  MlJJrtfff.     Dif.X.f.  i. 

'  Xi  S  ItijMww  b  *^  I'yMvm  mim  hw  n  la)  t;ui  J9ia  u)  «i«ni>  aal 
■M<  y(Ht.  at  Oipw  :Li»>  «(  fim  tattt,  it  tpn  ttrrtf^.     Id.  16. 

tmmiatt  tir^  *4f  <^  |h(C^  nf f>»,  Hyt  /tMt  itiri,  tl,  tSttnrm  If. 
nn,  ^  i^peixxan  vy)  Sw,  ija  yi  ilth,  1 1*  Mt,  mai  ifii  y  iiw"  ft«- 
Z»n.ti,te.   MiiM.  Kir.  li.  at. 
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SERM,  them;  lut  about  whatever  men  nalvrally  da  agree,  ik 
'  "'■  mti/i  7teeds  he  true:  we  raufl  therefore  confefs  there  c 
Gads  ■=.  Thus  doth  he  draw  this  opinion  from  origir 
liglit  of  nature.  Or,  z.  it  may  come  from  a  conunon  i 
clinalion  in  man's  foul  naturally  dilpoting  every  inan 
entertain  this  opinion,  whenever  it  is  propounded,  a>  the 
is  in  our  eyes  a  natural  readinefs  to  perceive  the  li^ 
whenever  it  ihtncs  before  uh  ;  tlius  others  explain  the  ri 
thereof,  as  Julian  particularly:  IVe  all,  futli  lie,  tvithsi 
being  lattghl,  (without  any  painful  or  long  inllrufkion,)  a 
perj'uaded,  t/tat  a  Divinity  exi/is ;  and  to  regard  it,  atid 
have,  we  may  fuppofe,  a  Jpeedy  tendency  (or  recourf 
fliereto  ;  being  injhch  manner  dijpofed  thereto  in  ourjoid 
as  things  endued  with  the  faculty  of  feeing  are  to  the  light 
the  fame  fimilitude  is,  as  I  remember,  ufed  by  Plato  i 
tlie  fame  purpofc.  Or,  3.  it  may  come  hence,  that  ton 
very  prevalent  reafon  (obvious  to  all  men,  even  to  tl 
nioft  rude  and  barbarous,  and  flowing  from  common  prii 
ciplcs  or  notions  of  truth)  did  beget  this  agreement : 
them  :  thus  Plutarch  derives  it  from  men's  common  ol 


other  way  iK-fitle  oiil-  nf  ihi-fv.  c;ui  we  (fdlliiwiiig 

;c  (liimM  prevail  gciKTally  aniotig  niL-ti,  wlm  othcr- 
ire  fo  apt  to  (liHi.T  imd  dillliit  in  judgment  about 
And  be  it  any  one  or  more  of  thefe  ways  that 
^Hnion  became  fo  imiverfally  inllilled  into  men's 
,onr  argument  will  thereby  gain  weight  and  force: 
afiign  or  acknowledge  any  of  the  two  firft  ways,  we 
cfTefl  yield  the  queftion  ;  and  grant  it  unreafonable 
ly  our  conclulion :  if  nature  forcibly  drives  men,  or 
1y  draws  men  into  this  perfuaflon,  (nature,  which  al- 
we  find  in  her  notions  and  in  her  inftinfts  very  fin- 
tnd  faithful,  not  only  to  ourfelves,  but  to  all  other 
ires,)  how  vain  an  extravagancy  will  it  then  be  to 
e  it?  aHb,  if  we  grant  that  plain  reafon,  apparent  to 
merality  of  men,  hath  moved  them  to  confent  here- 
>  we  not  therefore,  by  diflenting  from  it,  renounce 
ion  fenfe,  and  confefs  ourfelvca  unreafonable?  but  if 
y;  that  it  did  arife  in  the  lall  manner^  from  a  com- 
inftru3ion  or  primitive  tradition,  (as  indeed,  to  my 
ng,  from  that  chiefly,  aflifted  by  good  reafon,  it  moft 
bly  did  arife,}  we  (hall  thereby  be  driven  to  inquire^ 
that  common  maflcr,  or  the  author  of  fuch  tradition 
of  any  fuch  \re  find  no  name  recorded,  (as  we  do  of 
,  who  have  by  plaufibic  reafons  or  artifices  drawn 
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SERM.  thereof  were  none  other,  than  the  firft  parents  of  mankmJi 
^^^^'    itfelf)  who,  as  they  could  not  be  ignorant  of  their  own 
original,  fo  could  not  but  take  care  by  ordinary  educatioii 
to  convey  the  knowledge  thereof  to  their  children;  whence 
it  muft  needs  infenfibly  fpread  itfelf  over  all  pofterities  of 
men,  being  fucked  in  with  their  milk,  being  taught  them 
together  with  their  firft  rudiments  of  fpeech  ?  Thus  doth 
that  confideration  lead  us  to  another,  very  advantageous 
to  our  purpofe ;  that  mankind  hath  proceeded  from  one 
common  ftock  of  one  man  or  a  few  men  gathered  toge- 
ther ;  which  doth  upon  a  double  fcore  confirm  Qur  uSks* 
tion :  firft,  as  proving  the  generations  of  men  had  a  b^jin- 
ning;  fecondly,  as  affording  us  their  moft  weighty  au^ 
thority  for  the  do&rine  we  affert.     For^   i.   fuppofiog 
mankind  had  a  beginning  upon  this  earthy  whence  couU 
it  proceed  but  from  fuch  a  Being  as  we  aflert  ?  who  bol 
fuch  an  one  (fo  wife,  powerful  and  good)  could  or  would 
form  thefe  bodies  of  ours  fo  full  of  wonderful  artifice) 
who  ftiould  infufe  thofe  divine  endowments  (not  only  ol 
l>c  Gcncr.  life  And  fenfc,  but)  of  underftanding  and  reafon  ?  Ariftotk: 
cap."ulc."    difcourfing  about  the  generation  of  animals,  fays,  If  mm 
Stoici  pu-    (or  any  other  perfeft  animal)  were  yiiysm,  he  miift  be  Jie- 
nes  in  om-  ^^^^ ri/y  produced^  either  as  out  of  a  worm,  or  as  from  ai 
nibus  terns  ^crrf .  but  is  it  not  ridiculous  to  fuDDofc  him  to  arife  in  ci- 

ct  agns  gc-    oo  ^  ^  rr 

neratos  tkn-  ther  of  thofe  manners  ?  did  we,  did  ever  any  one  in  anj 
Bw.'z.tffl!   ^S®  obferve  any  fuch  produftion  of  a  man  ?  yet,  why  il 
vii.  4.         once  it  could  be,  ihould  it  not  happen  fometime,  yea  oftci 
Phyf.  Stoic,  again,  in  fomc  part  of  the  earth,  in  (o  many  thoufand 
ill.  3.         years  ?  what  peculiar  lucky  temper  of  (lime  can  we  ima- 
gine to  have  been  then,  which  not  at  fometime  afterward, 
not  fomewhere  fhould  appear  again?  Experience  fuffi- 
ciently  declares,  that  more  is  required  to  fo  noble  a  produc- 
tion, that  men  no  otherwifc  come  into  the  world,  than 
cither  from  another  man,  (fitted  in  a  manner  curious  above 
our  conception  with  many  organs  moft  exquifitely  fuited 
to  that  purpofe,)  or  immediately  from  a  caufe  incompre- 
henfibly  great  and  wife.     And  could  we  without  fondnefi 
conceive  man's  body  poffibly  might  arife  (like  mice,  as 
Diodorus  Siculus  teUs  us,  out  of  the  mud  of  Nilus)  from 
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culh  and  water  fermented  together^  and  orgamzed  by  SER1^« 

the  fun's  heat;  yet  (as  more  lai^ly  we  have  difcourfed    VIII. 

\  at  another  time)  we  cannot  however  well  fuppofe  his  foul,  """"■*■"■ 

that  principle  of  operations  fo  excellent,  (fo  much  different 

inmij  (b  biX  elevated  above  all  material  motions,)  to  fpring 

jKf  from  dirty  ftuff,  however  baked  or  boiled  by  heat.     I 

a&  allby  (fup^K^fing  ftill  this  notion  derived  from  the  firft 

menj)  a.  who  inftilled  even  this  notion  into  them  ?  why 

diey  (hould  conceive  themfelves  to  come  from  God,  if 

they  did  not  find  it  fo ;  if  he  that  made  them,  did  not 

feofibly  difcover  himfelf  to  them,  and  (hew  them,  that  to 

bim  they  owed  their  being  ?  In  (hort,  if  they  did  teftify 

and  teach  their  pofterity,  that  they  came  from  Gk>d,  we 

Gin  have  no  reafon  to  difbelieve  them ;  nor  can  imagine 

aore  credible  witneiles,  or  more  reafonable  inftru^ors 

thin  them&lves  concerning  their  own  original:  it  is  a 

difixmrfei  this,  which  we  find  even  in  Plato:  We  muft^ 

&ith  he,  yield  credence  to  theniy  who  firji  avouched  ihem^ 

Jibes  ihe  qffspring  of  God,  and  didfure  clearly  know  their 

nm  progenitors;  it  is  indeed  impojfihle  to  diftrufi  the  chil^ 

ims  of  the  Gods,  although  otherwife  fpeaking  without 

phkfible  or  neceffary  demonftrations  ;  but,  following  law, 

we  mkft  leUeve  them,  as  tejlifying  about  matters  peculiarly 

Monging  to  themfelves  K 

Thus  do  thefe  two  notions,  that  of  general  tradition 
concerning  God,  and  that  concerning  man's  origin  upon 
earth  from  one  ftock,  mutually  fupport  and  defend  each 
odier  i.  And  indeed,  concerning  the  latter,  there  be  divers 
other  aiguments  of  the  fame  kind,  although  perhaps 
bardly  any  fo  clear  and  valid,  confirming  it ;  I  mean  divers 
common  opinions,  fiories,  and  pra£iices,  of  an  unaccounta- 
ble rife,  which  cannot  be  well  deemed  to  have  been  intro- 
duced, and  fo  univerfally  diffufed  among  men,  otherwile 


«••>  Mai  AmyumUn  »^«iuj^tn  kiymnf,  «XA.*  ^f  tUCa  forMrriv  mmyyiXkeiv, 
^^m  Tf  wift^  ririvTi«f.    Tim,  p.  1033. 
*"— qua  ii  iinsula  tos  forte  non  moTcnt,  uniTcrfa  ccrte  ioter  fc  connexa^ 
r       ^ttcconjiin^U  movere  debcbunt.     Clc  de  Nat,  Dnr,  ii. 
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S  E  R  M.  than  from  this  fountain.     I  think  it  worth  the  whik  to 

VIII.     propound  fonie  inftanccs  thereof,  of  each  kind. 

Vid.  Clem.      Even  this  opinion,  or  (lory  itfelf,  concerning  mankind 

Alex.  Sir.    proceeding  from  one  (ingle  or  very  narrow  fiock,  iwi 

commonly  received,  and  that  from  this  head  of  tradidon] 

as  alfo  divers  otlier  concerning  the  nature  and  ftafie  of 

man.    That  God  did  form  man  and  breathe  his  foul  into 

him,  (as  Aratus  fays,  that  we  are  God's  offsprings  atid,  U 

diYina*'*    Cicero  fpeaks,  that  we  have  our  fouls  drawn  and  droffii 

hauftosani-yrofT)  the  Divhie  naiurcj)  might  be  Oiewn  by  innumenUl 

iTbutra  ha',  teftimonies  to  have  been  a  general  opinion ;  which  al- 

^mus.  Cic.  though  it  have  a  very  ftrong  foundation  in  reafon,  yet  it 

feems  rather  to  have  obtiuned  by  virtue  of  tradition. 

^  That  man  was  formed  after  the  image  of  God,  and 
doth  much  refemble  him,  was  alfo  a  general  opinion,  ai  - 
Finxit  ad    Ariftotle  liimfelf  obferves ;  and  Ovid  moil  exprefsly,  ao- 
effigicm.     cording  to  what  he  found  fet  down  in  ancient  ftories. 

That  man's  foul  is  immortal,  and  deftined  to  a  filtan ; 
flate  of  life,  in  joy  or  pain  refpe£Uvely,  according  to  Ml 
Clem.Str.v.  merits  or  demerits  in  this  life ;  that  there  (hould  accord*  \ 
p.  442.       ingly  pafs   feverc   fcrutinies  and  judgments  after  death  I 
upon  the  a£lions  of  this  life  ;  that  there  w^re  places  pro* 
vided  of  reft  and  pleafurc  for  good  men,  of  horror  and  mi- 
fery  for  bad  men  departed ;  were  opinions  that  did  com- 
monly poiTefs  men's   minds ;   none  of  them,  it  feemsi 
upon  the  force  of  any  arguments  having  a  common  influ- 
ence upon  men's  minds,  (fuch  as  philofophers  did  by  fpe- 
culation  invent,  being  indeed  too  fubtile  for  vulgar  capa- 
cities to  apprehend,  and  fcarcc  able  to  perfuade  thcm- 
felvcs,)  but  rather  from  their  education,  continued  through 
all  times,  and  commencing  from  that  head  we  fpeak  of  5 
as  even  fuch  philofophers  themfelves  confefs :  IVe  mufi, 
fays  Plato,  believe  the  reports  of  this  kindj  (fpeaking  about 
tliefe  matters,)  being  fo  mani/y  andfo  very  ancient  ^ :  and, 

k  ' /i*^fwtetht7f  S^tiffy  &c.  Metaph,  xii.  8. 

Xlr«rf^  \i  TKcrff  xai  rs  tl^fi  \etvre7s  et^tfioitiviy  liru  xai  rif  fiiwg  r£r  Btm* 
folU,  i.  1. 

*  n/rii/M*  Ji  rals  a?.>,eiif  ^r.utm  XV'***  ''*?'  ^^  rcteiuTic,  wr»0  TfAAjcTf  Mm  rf«2(« 
iraXawTg  Sffai;,     Plat,  Je  Leg,  2.  Vid.  Gorg,  fuhjitu 
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Ve/iipp^t  luth  Cicero,  that  fouls  abide  after  death  frma  SERM. 
kowj/niJ  efaUtuttwns'".    And,  /  fannof,  laith  lie  again,    VIII. 
jfem  tott*  thife,  who  have  lately  begun  to  difcourfe,  that  ' 

fiatt  do  peri/k  together  with  bodies,  and  that  all  things  are 
Halted  Mif  ly  death:  the  authvriti/  of  the  ancients  doth  more 
fnvaU  unth  me  ■>.  And,  JVJien,  &ith  Seneca,  we  dijpute 
ctHBua^  the  eternity  of  fouls,  the  confent  of  men  either 
ittnmg  or  worfkippi^  the  Inferi  (that  is,  the  fUle  of 
tUi^  after  death)  hath  no  flight  moment  with  us  °.  Even 
Cdbc  himfelf  (an  Epicurean  philofopher,  and  great 
CBemyof  our  faith)  confeHes,  that  divine  tnen  had  delivered 
it,  that  happy  fouls  Jhould  enjoy  a  happy  life  hereafter  P. 

The  c^nion  concerning  man  having  Ibmetimes  been  in 
I  better  ftate,  (both  in  regard  to  complexion  of  mind*  and 
outward  accommodationB  of  life,)  but  that  he  ^  by  hii 
viKid  mifcaniages  &11  thence  into  this  wretched  con- 
S&oa  of  protwnefg  to  fin,  and  fubje^tion  to  forrow,  was 
■  ancient  do£tiiiie>  (if  we  take  Plato's  word;]  and  con-n-ijuw  m 
cennng  it  Cicero  hath  thefe  remarkable  woide ;  From  pj^^ 
nUcA  errors  mad  naferies  of  human  life  we  may,  faith  be, 
— f/ajf,  thatfometime  thofe  ancient  prophets,  or  interpret- 
m  of  the  IHttine  mind  n  the  delivery  of  holy  myjieries, 
wki  kavefaidj  that  we  are  bom  to  undergo  punifhmentsjor 
tiefaulti  committed  in  a  former  life,  mayfeem  to  have  sn- 
ii^ood  fbtuwhat  1.— (It  is  true,  thefe  authors  afOgn-  this 
&B  to  the  foula  of  fingular  perfona  in  a  flate  of  preexill- 
noe;  but  it  is  plain  enough,  how  eafy  it  might  be  fo  to 
■aftakeind  transform  the  Aory.)    To  the  liune  head  maybe 


HM  ■ibltnmiiT  confenru  nitionum  omciuni.  Cie.  Tmfc.  1. 
■XeqDecnimaSentiOTiii,qaih«cnupcrdiflercrecttperun[caRicofporibiig 
lailinBH  intcrin,«(>)iieomiiiiinoncclclciiipli»>pud  me  witiqnilw  n- 

*  Caai  dc  antinuiia]  vtemitue  dillerimuii  non  Icrc  tnomeniuni  ipud  no* 
blbel  coofenfm  hoatnnin  aut  timentium  infcroi,  aut  colentium.  Sr«.  Ef^ 
Ii;. 

1  E(  qoibu  hmnaDH  Tint  enoribo*  atqnc  Krumnii  fit,  ul  iAtndum  veie. 
■a  iSi  (itci,  five  in  fkciu  iniiilfque  tradcndii  divina  raentit  inMrprucs,  qui 
an  Alxlcn  fulceplm  in  vita  Tupcrioie  pcuaium  lueadinini  cau&  natoi  efle 
dBmn,  iliqiud  ftdiflfe  TidcantUTi  &c.      Cir.  Frrngm.  ptf.  79. 
VOL.  IT.  O 
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SERM.  referred  that  current  (lory  concerning  the  golden  age^h 
VJIL  which  men  firft  did  live  fo  happily  without  care  and  pun; 
which  fo  livelily  cxprefles  man's  condition  in  Paradifes 
As  alfo  thereto  may  belong  that  relation  concenuiig 
man's  being  thrown  into  this  miferable  fiate^  becaufe  of  a 
rapine  committed  againft  God's  will,  and  that  by  the 
means  of  a  woman  fent  down ;  who  with  her  hamii 
opened  the  lid  of  a  great  veffel,  (fraught  with  mifchie&i) 
and  thence  difperfed  fad  difajlers  andforrows  among  meni 
as  Hefiod  exprefleth  it,  in  words  very  applicable  to  the 
fa£t  of  our  mother  Eve,  and  the  event  following  it  ^. 

In  Phaedr.  I  do  not  know  alfo  whether  what  Plato  fays  conceni- 
ing  man's  being  at  firft  avSpo/vvo^,  (of  both  fexes,)  and 
being  afterward  cleaved  into  two,  was  borrowed  from 
tradition,  or  devifed  from  his  own  fancy;  it  furelywdl 
comports  with  the  facred  hiftory  concerning  woman  being 
taken  out  of  man.  That  there  are  two  prime  caufes,  or 
principles,  one  of  good  things,  the  other  of  bad,  was  the 
ancient  doArine  among  all  the  ancient  nations;  of  the 
Perfians,  (who  called  one  of  them  Oromafdes,  the  other 
Arimanius ;)  of  the  Egyptians,  (who  had  their  Ofiris  and 
Typhon;)  of  the  Chaldeans,  (who  had  their  good  and  bad 
planets;)  of  the  Greeks,  (who  had  their  good  and  bad 
demon,  their  ZAg  and  "ASij; ;)  we  have  reported  by  Plu- 
tarch in  his  tra£t  De  Ifide  et  Ofiridey  by  Lacrtius  in  lufl 
Prooeme,  and  others,  {Aug.  de  Civ.  Dei,  v.  ai.)  which  con- 
ceits feem  derived  from  the  ancient  traditions  concerning 
God  the  author  of  all  good,  and  Sathan  the  tempter  to  all 
evil,  and  the  minificr  of  Divine  vengeance;  (Plutarch  ex- 
prefsly  fays  the  good  principle  was  called  God,  the  bad 
one,  Dcemon,)  Indeed  there  were  many  other  relations 
concerning  matters  of  faS,  or  pieces  of  ancient  (lory,  agree- 
ing with  the  facred  writings,  which  did  among  the  an- 
cient people  pafs  commonly,  although  fomewhat  diiguifed 
by  alterations  incident  from  time  and  other  caufes;  which 

<)  Primi  mortalium,  quique  ex  his  geniti  naturam  incorrupt!  fcqueUantur* 
&c.     Sen,  Ep,  90. 

•;^ti(tm    vlBu  ftiya  vtifA    a^tXwx 
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I  beft  derivable  from  this  common  fountain :  fuch  as  SERM. 

concerning  the  fons  of  God  and  heroes  dwelling  on  VIII. 
sarth ;  concerning  men  of  old  time  exceeding  thofe  of 
»wing  times  in  length  of  life,  in  flature,  in  ftrength  of 
fi  whereof  in  ancient  poets  there  is  fo  much  men- 
;  concerning  men's  confpiring  in  rebellion  againft 
\y  afieding  and  attempting  to  climb  heaven ;  concern - 
mankind  being  overwhelmed  and  deftroyed  by  an  uni- 
a]  deluge^  and  that  by  Divine  juftice,  becaufe  of  cru- 

and  oppreffion  (with  other  enormous  vices)  generally 
ning: 

—Qua  terra  patet^  fera  regnat  Erinnys, 
In  &cinus  jurafle  putes :  dent  ocyus  omnes 
Quas  meniere  pati  (fk  flat  fententia)  poenas. 

ever  the  earth,  fierce  rage  doth  reign;  you  would 
f  them  to  have  Jiuom  to  do  mifchief;  let  them  all  im- 
Uaielff  undergo  the  pains  which  they  have  deferved;  this 
nf  refolution:  fo  God,  in  Ovid's  Ayle,  declared  the  rea- 

why  he  decreed  to  bring  that  fore  calamity  upon 
ikind :  I  might  add  that  prophecy,  commonly  known,  ciem.  Str. 
t  this  world  fliall  finally  perifli  by  a  general  confla-^*  P*  ^*^' 
tion. 

Iiefe  opinions  and  ftories  chiefly  concern  man ;  there 
e  divers  others  concerning  God  and  religion,  fprouting 
bably  from  the  fame  root.    That  Divine  goodnefs  was 

pure  motive  of  God's  making  the  world,  feems  to 
e  been  a  tradition;  implied  by  their  faying,  that  Z<oz;eAnft.  Me- 
'  ^^  fi^j  ^w^  ^^  chief  of  the  Gods :  wpdrt^ov  /xJv  fywra^^ 
ffuifila'eeroiFufTOBv,  fiud  Parmenides;  and,  'H^^Epos,  og  riv- 
n  pLtrearpiira  odoyaroio'i,  faid  Hefiod.     That  God  made 

world  out  of  a  chaos,  or  confiifed  heap  of  matter; 
ich  is  fo  plainly  exprefled  in  Hefiod,  in  Ovid,  and  in 
cr  ancient  writers.  That  God  did  make  or  beget  infe- 
r  infenfible  powers,  (of  great  underilanding  and  ability ; 
Kun  they  called  Gods,  and  the  children  of  the  fovereign  Arid.  Fbl. 
)d;)  whom  God  immediately  did  converfe  with,  and  in**  ^' 
jral  manner  did  govern ;  whom  he  did  employ  as  fpies 
A  agents  in  providential  adminillrations  of  human  af- 
in;  who  did  frequently  appear  unto,  and  familiarly  ' 

o  z 
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SERM.  converfe  with  men  $  who  do  walk  up  and  down  the  eaiili 

^11^'    obferving  men's  a£kions;  fecretly  alfiftmg  and  oomfertiqf 

good   men^  reftraining  and  crofling  and  punifliing   tb 

bad ;  whereof  we  have  fo  many  inftances  in  Homeri  b 

Heiiod,  and  in  other  ancient  writers ;  (hewing  as  to  thofi 

matters   the  general  conceits  of  the  old  world.    Tba: 

God's  efpecial  prefence  and  refidence  was  above,  in  bet* 

ven,  Ariftotle  exprefsly  tells  us  was  the  belief  of  al 

men :  All  men,  faith  he,  have  an  opinion  concerning  Gods 

and  all  men  qffign   tlie  highe/i  place  to  the  Gods^  ioil 

Greeks  and  Barbarians '. 

That  God       That  God's  providence  did  extend  itfelf  to  all  particu 

2?Mhc"ai-l^"ti®8  of  affairs;  and  that  all  things  were  ordered  b] 

oni,  words,  him  ;  he  conftantly  exercifing  both  benignity  and  juftio 

thoughTs  of  Suitably  to  the  deferts  and  fieeds  of  men;  encouragui 

^f%  ^'^'  and  affiiling  j  bleffing  and  rewarding  virtuous  and  pica 

*  *     '  '  men  ;  relieving  the  diftrefled  and  helplefs ;  controlling  aa 

chaflifing  fuch  as  were  outrageouily  unjuil  or  im|uoiii 

That  God  at  feafons  ufed  to  declare  his  mind  to  men  (hi 

approbation  or  difpleafure  in  regard  to  their  doings)  b 

accidents  preternatural  or  prodigious ;  did  prefignify  fa 

ture  events ;  did  impart  foreknowledge  of  them  in  feven 

ways;   by  dreams,  by  vifions,  by  infpirations,  &c,    T 

thefe  opinions  were  anfwerable  divers  common  pra^cei 

invocating  Divine  help  in  need ;  confulting  God  by  orad 

in  cafe  of  ignorance  or  doubt ;  deprecating  Divine  vet 

geance ;  making  acknowledgments  to  God  in  hymns  an 

praifes;   returning  oblations  for  benefits  received,  bot 

common  and  fpecial;  expiating  guilt,  and  appealing  Crod 

wrath  by  purgations  and  by  facrifices,  (a  pra£Uce  peci 

liarly  unlikely  to  proceed  from  any  other  reafon  thi 

inftitution ;)  fortifying  teftimonies  and  promifes  by  oatl 

or  appeal   to  Divine  knowledge  and  juftice;   invokic 

win  be  r^  (upon   condition)  God's  judgments  upon  themfelves  t 

futurcjudg- others,  what  is  called  curfing;  appointing  priefts  forGrod 

rewards      fervice,  and  yielding  them  extraordinary  refpeA;  conf 

fuitcd  to  the  crating  temples  and  altars;  making  vows,  and  dedicatii 

men  in  tnis     r«-r'.      ^     "  ^  ^^  ^  ^  -  9  *'«f  ^     ^         «•       ' 

r.-      ».  .  '  UetfTit  y»f  mWfttTM  m^t  ^tf9  ix^nt  v^aXtr^n,  hoi  wavrtt  t«»  mftrmrm 

CI.  Strom,    ^^f  riiff  JiirMia^s  ^  fiti^M^  tern)  "EXXtiftg,  De  Ctrhg  i.  3. 

r,  p.  443. 
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^fts;  celebrating  feftivals;  paying  tithes  (that  very  de-  SERM. 
terminate  pait)  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  of  the  fpoils     VIII. 
in  war,  of  the  gains  in  trade,  by  way  of  acknowledgment  " 

and  thankfiilnefs  to  the  Donor  and  Difpofer  of  all  things : 
in  which,  and  the  like  opinions  and  performances,  (which 
it  would  be  a  long  bufinefs  particularly  to  infift  on,)  men's 
general  concurrence  doth  fairly  argue,  that  their  religion 
did  peculiarly  refult  frx>m  one  fimple  inftitution  common 
to  mankind. 

To  thefe  we  might  adjoin  divers  civil  cuftoms,  wherein 
moft  nations  did,  from  this  caufe  probably,  confpire:  for 
inftance,  their  counting  by  decades,  or  (lopping  at  ten  in 
their  numerical  computations;  which  Ariftotle  fays,  all 
men,  both  Barbarians  and  Greeks,  did  ufe,  noting,  that  fo 
ccmmion  an  agreement  could  not  arife  from  chance,  but 
^^om  nature*;  but  it  is  much  more  plaufible  to  affign  its 
rife  to  traclition.  Their  having  every  where  anciently  the 
feme  number  of  letters,  and  the  (ame  names  (or  little 
varied)  of  them.  Their  dividing  time  into  weeks,  (or 
fj&ans  of  feven  days;)  of  which  pra£lice  to  have  been 
general^  there  be  many  plain  teftimonies.  Their  begin- 
ning the  yu%<9^fMpoy  (or  account  of  the  daily  revolution  of 
the  heavens)  from  the  night,  grounded  probably  upon 
the  report  that  night  did  precede  day ;  as  Hefiod  phrafeth 
it,  that  night  did  beget  day  ^  Their  general  abhorrence 
of  inceftuous  copulations  ;  of  which  there  is  indeed  fome 
ground  in  nature,  but  none,  I  fuppofe,  fo  very  clear  or  dif- 
eemible,  a6  might  ferve  done  to  produce  fuch  a  confent ; 
jttL,  peiiiaps,  if  one  confider  it,  the  whole  bufinefs  .con- 
cerning matrimony  will  feem  drawn  from  the  head  we 
dfcourfe  of.  Their  great  care  of  funerals,  and  decently 
interring  the  dead;  which  Cicero  indeed  deduces  as  ainLffi. 
confequence  upon  their  belief  of  the  foul's  immortality. 

U  fMw«f.  Ari/i>  Pnii.  ZT.  a. 

>  Nhm^  f  mS^  m*^  rt  ^  ii^i^  Vtiyiwr;  Hf/Spd,  Thtog. 

— diei  natales,  et  tneniium,  et  annorum  initio  fic  obfcrvant,  ut  noAcm  cliei 
^cqoatur.     C^f,  dt  Gal,  \,  6. 
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SERM.  In  fincy  theconfent  of  the  old  world  in  all  moral  notion 
VlII.  of  moment  doth  (to  my  fenfe)  much  imply  the  fiune 
*~  thing ;  which  notions  although  natural  reafon  well  ufcd 
might  fuggeft  to  all  men,  yet  men,  it  feems,  were  never 
fo  generally  difpofed  to  reafon  well,  as  thereby  alone  to 
difcem  and  approve  unanimoufly  the  fame  truths ;  efpe- 
cially  truths  of  this  nature ;  which  many  men  are  apt  to 
diflikcy  (as  repugnant  to  their  defires,)  and  confequently 
not  ready  to  believe;  which  yet  might  eafily  by  educatioB 
be  infufed  into  their  minds,  and,  by  virtue  of  the  preju- 
dice thereby  begot,  (aflifted  by  plaufible  reafon  and  ped- 
lar confcnt,)  be  prefcrvcd  and  rooted  in  them. 

Now  thcfc  (with  divers  more,  perhaps,  which  they  who 
are  curiouily  inquifitive  might  obferve)  common  per- 
fuafions  (whether  concerning  matters  of  univerfal  truthj 
or  of  particular  fa6ls)  and  thofe  common  ufages  hamg 
little  or  nothing  of  foundation  apparent  in  man's  nature^ 
or  in  the  clear  reafon  of  the  thing,  no  prevailing  appetite 
or  inclination  of  man's  foul  prompting  to  them,  no  occa* 
(ion  commonly  incident  to  human  affairs  being  apt  to 
fugged  them,  (at  lead  divers  of  them ;  there  being  uideed 
rather  an  aptitude  in  men  to  difapprove  and  refift  them,  ai 
crofs  to  their  difpofitions,)  we  cannot  reafonably  deduce 
them  from  any  other  caufe  than  fuch  as  we  have  ailigned] 
men's  being,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks,  made  qf  one  blood,  and 
receiving,  as  their  nature,  fo  their  principles  of  opinion 
and  pra£dce  from  the  fame  common  parents. 

To  confirm  which  difcourfe,  and  to  prevent  farthei 
obje£tions  againfl  it,  wc  may  confider,  that  however  per- 
haps among  fome  very  barbarous  nations  this  principa 
tradition  (together  with  others  mentioned,  attendhif 
thereon)  may  have  been  almofl  worn  out  by  time  am 
men's  fh:ipid  negligence ;  that  however  alfo  among  fonw 
people,  affecting  femblances  of  fingiilar  wifdom,  as  amon( 
the  Greeks,  the  matter  thereof  might  fall  under  quellion 
and  fome  might  doubt  thereof,  others  contradift  and  deni 
it ;  yet  mofl  ancient  hiflories  (particularly  that  of  Mofes 
far  mofl  ancient  of  all,  and  therefore,  even  fecluding  it 
fpecial  and  more  facred  authority,  of  all  mofl  credible)  d< 
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atteft  them  to  have  been,  in  fubftancc,  univerfally  re-  SERM. 
cdredy  running  with  a  ftrong  and  clear  current  among  VIII. 
the  eaftem  people,  (the  Chaldeans,  Phoenicians,  and  Egyp- 
tians;)  who  that  they  were  the  nioft  ancient  inhabiters  of 
the  earth,  from  whom  the  reft  of  mankind  was  pro- 
{Migatedy  the  antiquity  of  empires  among  them,  the  firft 
vie  of  letters,  the  rife  of  arts,  the  greater  progrefs  in  all 
kinds  of  civil  culture,  (which  things  argue  a  longer  con- 
tinuance in  one  place  and  ftate,)  befide  exprefs  records  of 
dory  and  vifible  monuments  of  things  performed  among 
them,  do  fufEciently  declare;  whofe  confent  therefore 
doth  in  reafon,  fo  far  as  ferves  our  purpofe,  involve  the 
oonfent  of  all  mankind ;  and  doth  confirm  thofe  notions  to 
4ave  flowed  from  the  clear  fpring  of  our  firft  parents  their 

'    It  is  alfo  true,  I  muft  confefs,  that  thefe  ori^nal  tradi- 
tions, (concerning  the  being  and  providence  of  God,)  as 
•muft  neceflarily  happen  not  only  by  the  malice  of  evil 
fpirits,  but  from  man's  natural  infirmity  and  pronenefs  to 
change,  even  to  the  worfe,  (as  alfo  from  men's  aptnefs  to 
miftake,  from  rude  ignorance,  from  wantonnefs  of  fancy, 
from   craftinefs  in  promoting  defigns   of  ambition  and 
oovetoufnefs  by  introducing  novelties,  and  from  fuch  like 
caufes,)  did  foon  begin  to  be  adulterated  by  many  cor- 
rupt mixtures,  did  by  degrees  degenerate  exceedingly  into 
various  fbapes  of  fuperftition,  falfehood,  and  futility.     Yet 
even  fo  was  Judaifm  depraved  by  the  Scribes  ;  and  Chrif- 
tiaiuty  itfelf  hath  been  ftrangely  debafed  by  a  long  courfc 
of  ignorant  and  bad  times ;  yet  who  can  doubt  but  both 
thefe  were   derived  from  one   pure  inftru6tion;  that  of 
Mofes,  this  of  Chrift  our  Lord  ?  That  it  might  fo  fare  with 
the  primitive   traditions   of  religion  is  evident;  that   it 
really  did  fo,  we  have  even  the  judgment  and  aflertion  of 
Arifiotle  himfelf,  in  thofe  remarkable  words  of  his  to  this 
purpofe :  There  wercy  faith  he,  things  conveyed  tradition- 
0%  by  the  primitive  and  ancient  mefi,  and  left  in  a  falu- 
fo«5  drefs  to  their  pojierity  ;  that  there  are  thefe  Gods,  and 
Aat  Divinity  maintains  (or  encompafles)  all  nature :  lut 
other  things  were  to  thefe  fi6titioiffly  fuperinduced  for  per- 
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SER'M.  fnq/ion  of  the  vulgar  fort,  and  for  the  vfe  of  laws  and  pai^ 
VIII.    lie  commodity :  hence  iheyjpeak  of  the  Gods,  as  having  a 

"""""""  human  Jhape,  or  refembling  other  living  crealuresy  and  other 
things  confequent  upon^  or  agreeable  to,  thefefayings;  from 
which  things  if  we  feparate  that  only  which  wasjfirft  is* 
Vtvered,  that  they  deemed  the  Gods  thefirfi  beings,  we  may 
fuppofe  what  theyfaid  divinely  fpoken.  And  ii  is  aecordmg 
to  probability,  all  art  and  philofophy  being,  as  m^hi  p^ 
Jibly,  often  invented  and  lojl  again,  that  even  theft  apiman 
of  them  have  as  relics  been  preferved  until  now  :  the  opir 
nion  then  of  our  fathers,  and  that  which  came  from  thejlr^ 
men,  is  only  thus  far  manifefl  to  ns^. 

Tluis  did  the  philofopher,  with  a  fagacity  worthy  fe 
great  a  man,  dircern,  that  through  that  coarfer  ore,  con- 
lifting  in  great  part  of  drofs  and  feculency,  (taken  from  the 
fondnefs  or  fraud  of-  human  invention^  or  from  diabolicil 
fuggeftion,)  a  pure  vein  of  truth  did  run,  drawn  from  the 
fource  of  primitive  tradition ;  from  which  being  fuppoiisdi 
*wc  do  infer,  what  he  acknowledges  divinely  faid,  that 
there  doth  exift  one  firft  being  or  fubftance,  incompreheiiF 
fibly  excellent  in  all  pcrfe6tion.  The  like  obfervatiou 
and  judgments  might  be  produced  out  of  divers  other 
wife  men,  (Plato,  Cicero,  and  the  like,)  who  acknowled^ 
and  urge  this  common  tradition  as  a  good  argument  of 
the  truths  we  maintain,  as  to  the  fubftance  of  them ;  yet 
fcruple  not  to  diflent  from  and  to  reprehend  the  vulgv 
errors  and  bad  cuftoms  which  had  crept  in  and  became 
annexed  to  them.  But  let  thus  much  fuflice  for  this 
whole  argument ;  being  the  lafl:  of  thofc  I  intend  to  ufc 


rots  vrf^y,  Srt  ^toi  ri  etnt  Jr«,  ^^  wtatixe*  ri  S««»  t«»  «A.i|f  ^i!r«f .  rk  It  X^trk  fM- 

fiifw  ri  ^fH^t,  »Tt  B^tiit  ^$¥r»  r«(r  ir^rets  wtecg  mmi,  ^iu^  «»  AfSi^S^m  ftfiiroi. 
^  Mark  r 6  «k«;  wo>.Xaiitif  li^nfdiims  Hg  ro  Itnarcv  ixm fns  ^  TtxHity  5  ftka€9^imtf  9 
tr«Xi»  ^^et^0fiiftr  ^  raurmt  rmg  li^ag  Umv«»,  §7$v  XH-4>mm  wt^mrH^Bm /Ux^  wi 

Arifii,  Metaphjf,  xit.  8. 
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br  the  proof  of  that  fundamental  point,  which  is  the  root  S^ERM. 
cf  all  reli^on  and  piety.  VI 11. 

I  have  produced  feveral  arguments  to  that  purpofe,  (or 
atlier  feveral  kinds  of  argument,  each  containing  many 
fiibordinate  ones,)  mod  proper,  I  conceive,  and  apt  to 
hive  a  general  efficacy  upon  men's  minds,  in  begetting 
md  confirming  a  belief  thereof.  Each  of  them  have  in- 
deed,  to  my  Teeming,  even  fingly  taken,  a  force  irrefiftible; 
nd  tlie  greateft  in  its  kind,  that  any  fuch  concluiion,  not 
tdmiediately  apparent  to  fenfe,  is  capable  of.  The  exift- 
eoce  of  any  one  caufe  in  natural  philofophy,  is  not  there 
demonftrable  by  eflfeAs  in  any  proportion  fo  many  or 
various,  fo  confpicuous  or  certain.  No  queftion  can  be 
determined  by  an  authority  fo  ample  and  comprehenfive^ 
fi)  exprefs  and  peremptory.  No  do£lrine  can  to  its  con- 
finnation  allege  fo  general,  fo  confiant,  fo  uniform  a  tra- 
dition. No  matter  of  fa£l  can  be  aflured  by  tedimonies  fo 
many  in  nimiber,  fo  various  in  kind,  fo  weighty  in  quality, 
u  tbofe,  upon  which  this  conclufion  doth  (land.  And  if 
we  join  together  all  thefe,  in  themfelvcs  fo  conliderable 
and  powerful  forces,  how  can  wc  be  able  to  rciifl:  them  ? 
how  can  we  dare  to  doubt  of  that,  which  they  confpire  to 
inler?  When,  I  fay,  to  the  univerfal  harmony  of  nature 
the  common  voice  of  nations  doth  yield  its  confent ;  when 
with  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  fo  many  extraordinary 
icddents  do  concur  in  vote :  when  that  which  fo  many 
realbns  prove,  continual  tradition  alfo  teaches ;  what  can 
the  refult  be,  but  firm  perfuafion  in  every  wife  and  honeft 
heart  of  the  propofition  fo  confirmed  ?  except  we  can  fup- 
pofe,  that,  by  a  fatal  confpiracy,  all  the  appearances  in 
nature,  and  all  the  generations  of  men ;  the  highed  rea- 
fon,  and  the  greateft  authority  imaginable,  have  combined 
to  deceive  us. 

In  the  precedent  difcourfes  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove 
the  exiftence  of  God^  by  arguments,  which  do  indeed 
nx)re  immediately  evince  thofe  three  principal  attributes, 
>KdIdom^  power,  and  goodnefs  incomprehenfible,  but  which 
ilfo  confequentially  declare  all  other  the  attributes  com- 
o»only  cftcemed  ingredients  of  that  notion,  which  anfwew 
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S  E  R  M.  to  the  name  of  God ;  (abfolutely  put,  and  without  lOf 
Vin.  adjund:  limiting  and  diminifhing  it ;)  all  thofe  attributMi 
which  Ariftotle's  definition,  The  eternal  mo/l  excelini 
living  thing » ;  or  that  of  Tertullian,  The  fupreme  gred 
thing T;  do  include  or  imply;  namely,  his  unity  firftf 
then  his  eternity  and  indefe^bility ;  his  imnienfe  omm 
prefence,  h\s fpiriiuality ;  his  jujiice  and  veracity;  his  &< 
vereign  Majejiy  and  authority ;  with  the  like  conne&l 
to  thofe,  (for  I  cannot  profecute  all  the  Divine  perfe£tion% 
according  to  that  multiplicity  of  diftindion,  ivluch  oof 
manner  of  conceit  and  expreffion  is  wont  to  affign.)  ■ 

The  uniformity,  concord,  and  perfedt  harmony  wbiA 
appears  in  the  conftitution  and  confervation  of  things } 
their  confpiring  to  one  end,  their  continuing  in  the  (km 
order  and  courfe,  do  pl^nly  declare  the  unity  of  Godi 
even  as  the  lading  peace  of  a  commonwealth  (compolBd 
of  perfons  different  in  affefUons  and  humour)  argues  oos 
law,  that  regulates  and  contains  them ;  as  the  ordeily 
march  of  an  army  flicws  it  managed  by  one  conduA ;  ai 
the  uniformity  of  a  houfe,  or  of  a  town,  declares  it  coo?* 
irivcd  by  one  architeft. 

And  hereto  alfo  the  common  fuffragc  of  mankind  doth 
in  a  manner  agree :  for,  however  that  they  worfliipped  t 
multitude  of  inferior  deities,  yet  that  there  was  one  Su- 
preme God,  Author  and  Governor  of  the  reft,  and  of  ill 
things  befide,  tranfcending  in  power  and  wifdom,  and  ill 
kind  of  perfeAion,  was  evidently  the  common  opinion; 
whom  therefore  wc  fee  the  Poets  (the  beft  interpreters  of 
the  popular  opinions)  do  ftyle  the  Father  of  gods  atd 
'rypif0f,  /i'  men ;  the  King  of  the  gods ;  the  moft  high,  mqft  greatj 
y*r«f,  «e«-  ^^  excellent^  &c.  The  greater  popularity ^  as  Tertullian 
fpeaks,  of  mankind y  even  when  idolatry  obfcured  thefeufi 
of  Divine  providence^  did  hoiucver  appropriate  the  name  of 


*   <S>a^i*  )t  r«9  di«f  tiveu  ^w«y  ithtt  a^tfttf.      Arift,  Metaph,  xii.  /• 
y  Summum  magnum,  ct  forma,  ct  ratione,  ct  vi,  ct  potcllate.     Ttrt,  air* 
Mare.  i.  3. 

TO  fr«Xi;ir«3iiT«ir  je«A.Xo(*  ^  ^^^  'r*'  Svrin'  n  irnyn  rtis  ^^ns*  ri  pogfif  pttf  k  ^ 
9r^UtrH  r«f /«.  Baf.  Utxaem*  Xay.  s. 
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specially  to  one,  in  their  ufual  expreffions;  being  SERM. 
fay.  If  God  grant ;  and,  tVhat  pleafes  God;  and,  /    VIIT 
id  it  to  God  «.    And  if  the  vulgar  had  in  fome  mea- """""— "^ 
is  conceit,  the  .wifer  fort  appear  to  have  had  more 
od  full  apprehenfions  and  perfuafions  concerning  it: 
nefers  the  making  of  the  world  to  one  whom  he  in  Tim. 
mpa  ac4c}  voiifnfif  (the  Father  and  Maker  of  the  tint- 

Ariftotle,  when  he  hath  occalion  to  fpeak  of  God^ 
fually  fpeak  in  the  fingular ;  fo  do  other  philofo- 
as  the  Stoics,  in  their  famous  precept  Deumfequi, 
low  God,  that  is,  to  acquiefce  in,  or  fubmit  to,  Di- 
ovidence,)  fometime  they  do  exprefsly  (ignify  this  to 
ir  opinion :  There  are  many  popular  Gods,  faid  An-  Cic.  1.  de 
es^  hit  one  natural  one:  tU  ^«   »v  ^oXwowfAos  In;^*^' 
really  one,  faith  the  author  de  Mundo,  he  Aa/A  Arift.de 
names;  according  to  the  feveral  affeSiions  he  df^Mund.cap. 

and  the  operations  he  exerts :  with  whom  Seneca 
igrees :  So  often  as  you  pleafe,  you  may  diverfely 
the  Author  of  things :  there  may  hefo  many  appel- 
•  of  him,  as  there  be  gifts  or  offices  and  operations ; 
ir  people  fancy  to  be  father  Bacchus,  and  Hercules, 
iercury ;  call  him  alfo  Nature,  Fate,  Fortune:  all 
xre  but  names  of  the  fame  God,  varioti/ly  vfing  his 
»•  If  they  ever  fpeak  of  Gods  plurally,  they  are  to 
lerftood  to  fpeak  with  the  like  opinion  of  them,  as 
F  angels,  that  is,  of  inviiible,  intelligent  powers, 
d  by  the  fupreme  God,  dependent  of  him,  fubjefl 
i;^  Marf.  Ficinus's  caution  concerning  Plato  being 


for  poputarttas  generis  humani— >etiam  tanta  idololatria  dominationeni 
ante,  feoifum  tamen  ilium,  quafi  proprio  nomine  Deum  perhibent ; 
I  Deorum  ;  et  fi  Deos  dederit ;  et  quod  Deo  placet;  et  Deo  com* 

TertuU.  ad-v*  Marc*  i.  10. 

otics  voles,  tibi  licet  aliter  hunc  au6lorem  rerum  noftranim  compel' 

t  appellationes  ejus  efle  poifunt,  quot  munera ;  hunc  et  Liberum 

et  Herculem,  ac  Mercurium  noftri  putant ;  iic  huoc  Naturam  voca* 

Foitunam;  omnia  ejufdem  Dei  nomina  funtrarie  utentis  fuapotef- 

\em,  it  Benef,  VI,  7. 

:  that  moft  remarkable  faying  of  Sophocles,  {apud  Grot,  in  Excerpt, 
!t|,)  mt  Ttuf  mXi^mmtrtf,  m;  Ifjir  ^if,  &C.    Marf,   Fie,  in  Arg.  lib.  X. 
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SERM.  applicable  to  the   reft:— ^  ne  iurbei  qumfb  Bemk 
^1II«    numerusj  quern  non  turbat  numems  angelorum*  NiUl  atii 
plus  apud  Platonem  tot  pojfuni  Diij  quam  apmd  nos  ioi'ti^ 
geU,  iolque  beati.    So  much  for  God's  awisfy. 

As  to  his  eternity :  if  God  made  all  things^  he  couV 
not  receive  being  from  another ;  and  he  who  made  diii 
world,  what  reafon  can  there  be  to  fuppc^  him  to  Kk 
from  another  ?  Nor  can  any  thing  recdve  s  being  frai 
itfelf^  or  from  mere  nothing  fpring  up  into  being ;  there^ 
fore  the  Maker  of  the  world  muft  be  eternal.  SometUi| 
of  neceflity  muft  be  eternal,  othenn^ie  nothing  could  hiva 
been  at  all j  other  things  ftiew  themfelves  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  wifdom,  power,  and  goodnefs  of  One; 
whence  that  One  is  eternal ;  and  fo  all  nations  have  ooihj 
fented  that  God  is. 

That  he  is  inmiortal  and  immutable  doth  alfo  foDov 
plainly :  for  he  not  depending  for  his  being,  or  any  iMbb% 
thereto  belonging,  upon  any  other  thing,  neither  can  he 
depend  for  his  continuance  or  confervation ;  having  power 
fuperior  to  all  things,  as  having  conferred  on  them  what- 
ever of  power  they  have,  nothing  can  oppofe  him,  or  make 
any  prevalent  impreflion  upon  him,  fo  as  to  deftroy  or  | 
alter  any  thing  in  him.  i 

Alfo,  from  his  making,  his  upholding,  his  governing  , 
all  things,  is  confequent,  that  he  was  ever  and  is  eveiy  ] 
where :  where  his  power  is,  there  his  hand  is ;  for  every  | 
a£tion  with  effed  requires  a  conjun£tion  of  the  agent  and  I 
patient ;  nothing  can  a£):  upon  what  is  diftant.    That 
with  his  prefence  and  power  he  doth  penetrate  all  thingif 
operating  infenfibly  and  imperceptibly,  doth   argue  the 
fpirituality  of  his  being;  and  that  he  doth  not  confiftof 
fuch  matter  (fo  extended,  fo  divifible)  as  thofe  things  do^ 
which  we  by  fenfe  perceive. 

His  overreaching  wifdom  implies  him  uncapable  of 
being  deceived ;  and  his  overbearing  power  iignifies  that 
he  doth  not  need  to  deceive }  and  his  tranfcendcnt  gool- 
nefs  proves  him  unwilling  to  deceive :  the  like  we  may 
fay  of  doing  wrong;  whence  are  confequent  his  pei6ft 
veracity  and  juftice. 
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LafUy^  the  excellency  of  his  nature,  the  eminency  of  SERM. 
hb  wifdom  and  power,  the  abundance  of  his  goodnefs ;    VIII. 
IS  alfb,  his  having  given  being,  then  preferving  it  to  all 
dungs,  do  infer  his  rightful  title  to  fupreme  dominion; 
md  accordingly,  that  all  love,  all  obedience,  all  praife 
Hid  veneration  are  due  to  him  ;  according  to  the  devout 
■Anowledgment  of  thofe  blefled  elders:  Thou  art  wor^^tyi,):>i,\\, 
Ag^  O  Lord,  to  receive  t/ie  glory  and  honour  and  power^ 
(or  authority,)  lecaufe  thou  baft  made  all  things  ;  and  for 
tkg  will  they  are  and  were  created. 
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SERMON    IX, 


THE  BEING  OF  GOD  PROVED  FROM  SUPEft- 

NATURAL  EFFECTS. 


John  v.  17. 

But  Jofus  anfwered  them,  Mrj  Father  hit/ierto  warketh^ 

and  I  work,  # 

SERM.  When  at  firft  by  the  Divine  power  this  vifible  fyftcm 
^^'      of  things  was  confummated  and  fettled  in  that  couiie 

Gen.  ii.  a.  wherein  it  now  ftands,  it  is  faid  that  God  refled  from  flfl 
his  work  which  he  had  made :  the  plain  meaning  of  which 
faying  is,  that  God  had  fo  framed  all  the  parts  of  natuiti 
and  ieveral  kinds  of  things,  and  difpofed  them  into  fucb 
an  order,  and  inferted  into  them  fuch  principles  of  a^on^ 
that  thereafter  (without  more  than  an  ordinary  confervation 
or  concourfe  from  him)  things  generally  (hould  continue 
in  their  being,  ftation,  and  courfe,  without  any  great 
change,  for  ever;  that  is,  for  fo  long  as  God  had  deter- 

Pfal.cxlviii. mined,  or  till  their  due  period  was  run  through:*  {He 
eftahlijhed  theniy  as  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks, ybr  ever  and  ever; 

Pfal.  cxix.  he  made  a  decree,  that  Jhall  not  pct/'s  :  His  word  was  Jet 

Jcr.  rl^aa.  '^^  ^^  '^^  heavens,  and  his  faithfulnefs  unto  all  generar 
tions:  they  continue  this  day  according  to  his  ordinances: 

■  "E^riv  S*  «vv  »«r«frtir«i;»i»«i  ri  rnv  rd^v  riHv  yiM/ciMvir  tit  wmrrm  ;^mmv  «««* 
fatarif  ^i/X«rrtrd«u  Tirdt;^irci,  tuu  rnf  flrcXcrftf  armj^imf  ix«rr«v  cm*  mrt^fmrt^ 
M»raTtwav»it»i.     Clem.  Alex,  Strom,  vi.  (pag.  4933.) 
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e  imade  a  covenant  with  day  and  night,  and  appointed  the  SERM, 
Unances  of  heaven  and  earth :)    thus  God  refted  and      ^^' 
ftled  from  his  work  of  creation.     But  it  is  not  faid^  nor  jer. 


XZXIll. 
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36. 


jended,  that  God  did  abfolutely  give  over  or  forbear 
>ricuig ;  that  he  withdrew  his  care^  and  tied  up,  as  it 
ttty  his  own  hands  by  a  refolution  not  to  intermeddle 
9re  with  any  thing,  but  to  enjoy  a  kind  of  Epicurean 
fe  and  kwpa^loL,      No:    his   wifdom  hath   fo  ordered *^y^«* ,5^ 
iDgs,  that  there  fhould  be  need  and  reafon  of  his  a6tingrli  V«Ci'^.' 
otinually;    that  there  (hould  be  frequent  occafion  of?f*^||^^'» 
lioufly  difplaying  his  glorious  attributes;  of  exerci(ingi^«i«-««Vl- 
s  power,  of  demonftrating  his  goodnefs.     Indeed,  as  to  ^^^^/j^^' J" 
angs  merely  natural  and  unintelligent,  there  were  noi^ai-cxii. 
^  of  his  doing  more ;  for  they  are  all  thoroughly  his  g/ 
'icdient  Jervants,  and  exaftly  fulfil  his  word;  never  ftrag-  {^\*''.  *®" 
Sng  from  the  ftation  in  which  he  placed  them;  never  19. 
anfgrefling  the  rule  that  he  prefcribed  them  :  but  he 
ith  alfo  made  other  beings,  by  nature  uncapable  of  fuch 
nformity  and  fettlement ;  very  free,  and  therefore  very 
ntable;  to  the  well  governing  of  whom  therefore  a  con- 
mud  intention  and  a^ivity  is  requifite.     For  the  ufe  and 
snefit  of  which  beings,  as  a  great  part  of  nature  was  de- 
fied and  made  by  God,  fo  it  was  not  unmeet,  that  for 
leir  fake  he  ihould  fomeume  alter  the  courfe  of  nature^ 
id  crofs  or  check  the  ftream  of  things.    The  fuller  and  John  iz.  9. 
ever  illuftration  of  his  glory,  the  (hewing  that  all  things  Deut'ivlss! 

I  not  pafs  on  in  a  fatal  track;  the  confirming  that  he^^^'i^-^^- 
•de  nature^  becaufe  he  can  command  and  control  it; 

le  demonftration  of  his  efpecial  care  over  and  love  to- 
trd  men,  in  fufpending  or  thwarting  his  own  eftabliflied 
Lws  and  decrees,  as  it  were,  for  their  fake ;  the  exciting 
lea  the  more  to  mind  God,  and  imprefling  on  them  a 
eipeA  toward  him;  the  begetting  faith  in  him,  and  hope 

II  lus  providence,  are  fair  accounts,  for  which  G«d  fome« 
iDies  ihould  perform  (even  in  a  manner  notorious  and  re- 
narkable  to  us)  anions  extraordinary.  And  that  God 
keth  fo,  we  learn  in  the  words  I  read  from  the  mouth  of 
tmth  itfelf ;  whole  affirmation  (for  perfuading  the  incre- 
'^ulous)  I  intend  to  fecond  with  particular  inftances,  at- 
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SERM.  tefted  to  by  reafonable  proofs  fiutable  to  the  nature  c 
IX.      matter;  and  this  with  defign  to  infer  from  fuch  Q[ 

*""  tions  (as  efle£i:s  affignable  to  no  other  caufe)  the  exif 

of  God;  having  endeavoured  formerly  to  deduce 
fame  from  the  common  ordinary  woiicsj  appearin 
both  worlds,  natural  and  human.  And  as  we  beforf 
tinguiflied  the  ordinary  works  or  aAions,  fo  here  we 
diftinguifli  the  extraordinary  ones,  into  two  forts; 
thofe  which  are  above  or  againft  the  courfe  (or  powc 
nature ;  and  thofe,  which  furmount  or  crofs  the  ftrea 
human  af&irs;  fuch  as  being  evidenced  and  grantc 
have  been  really  performed,  either  all  men  will  bd 
or  the  wifeft  men  will  readily  confefs  the  being  of  fii 
caufe  as  we  affert. 

I.  Let  us  firft  confider  the  firft  kind :  and  of  thd 
may  generally  affirm,  tliat  no  man  can  deny  many 
to  have  been  performed,  without  ^ving  the  lie  to 
mod  authentic  records  of  hiftory  that  are  or  have 
extant ;  without  extremely  difparaging  the  credit  of  i 
kind;  without  impeaching  all  nations  and  all  ages 
only  of  extreme  weaknefs,  (in  credulous  aflent  unto, 
garding  and  relying  upon,  fuch  appearances ;  which 
only  the  vulgar  fort,  but  even  princes  and  fiatefi 
learned  men  and  philofophers,  every  where  have  done,] 
of  notorious  bafenefs  and  diflionefty,  in  deviling  and 
porting  them^;  without  indeed  derogating  utterly  i 
all  teftimony  that  can  be  rendered  to  any  matter  of  j 
and  rendering  it  wholly  infignificant ;  for  that  if  we  : 
difbelieve  thefe  reports,  there  is  no  reafon  we  (hould 
lieve  ^ny  thing  that  is  told  us. 

To  this  kind  we  may  refer  the  prefignification  and 
di£lion  of  future  events,  efpecially  thofe  which  are  i 
tingent,  and  depend  upon  man's  free  choice;  to  the  d 
of  which  nothing  is  more  evident  in  itfelf,  nor  more 
knowledged  by  all,  than  that  a  power  or  wildom  fxx 

^  Noftrum  quidem,  inquit  [Socrates,]  humanum  eft  con(ilium»  fed  ( 
bus  et  obfcuris  et  tncertis  ad  Apollinem  ccnreo  referendum,  ad  qoem  * 
Athenienfes  publioe  de  majoribus  rebus  femper  retulerunt.  Sec.  Cie,  de  1 
p.  906. 


fromjiipernainral  EffeSis,  009 

is  reqiiircd;  concerning  which  we  have  the  (not  SERM. 
ble)  confent  of  all  times,  continued  clown  from  the      ^^• 
ft  antiquity,  that  frequently  they  have  been  made : 
s^  faith  Cicero,  an  ancient  opinion^  drawn  even  from 
>ical  limes,  (that  is,  from  the  utmoft  bounds  of  time 

of,)  that  there  is  among  men  a  certain  divination, 
Ihe  Greeks  call  prophecy,  (or  infpiration,)  that  is,  a 
ion,  and  knowledge  0/ future  things  ^.  And  of  this 
ren  profane  flory  doth  afford  many  inftances  ;  there 

having  fcarce  happened  any  confiderable  revolu- 

ftate,  or  a^on  in  war,  whereof  we  do  not  find 
ned  in  hidory  fome  prefignification  or  predidion^; 
>f  though  many  were  indeed  dark  and  ambiguous, 
tious  and  fallacious,  yet  fome  were  very  clear  and 
I9  (according  as   God  was  in  his  wifdom  pleafed 

the  miniftry  of  thofe  fpirits,  which  immediately 
"cd  them,  in  directing  men  for  their  good,  or  mif- 
^  them  for  their  deferved  punifhment;)  fuch  as 
for  inflance,  that  concerning  Cyrus's  conquering 
fdians;  that  concerning  the  battle  at  Salamis; 
mceming  the  battle  of  Leud:res  ^;  and  divers  others 

occur  in  flories  compofed  by  wife  men  of    he 
nations;    even  the  life   of  one  man,  (good  So-Vid. Cic. 
)  defcribed  by  excellent  perfons  his  mofl  intimate  p^^^^^j'^ 
stance,  (Xenophon  and  Plato,)  affords  divers;  andNat. Deor. 

acquaints  us,  that  Chryfippus  did  colle£t  (and  it  is  * '  ^'  *"*' 
[nty  his  collection  hath  periflied)  an  innumerable 
F  them,  all  confirmed  by  good  authority  and  tefli- 
'.    I  cannot  fland  to  relate  many  of  them  particu- 

I  opinio  eft  jam  ufque  ab  heroicis  duSa  temporibus,  caque  et  popU|i 

ec  omnium  hominum  firmata  confenfu  verfari  qaandam  inter  ho- 

rfauttionem ;  quam  Gnect  fm^riMnt  appellant,  id  eft,  praefenfionem  et 

I  rerum  futurarum.    2>/  Div. 

bem  quidem  nullam  video  neque  tarn  humanam  atque  do^m,  ne- 

immanem,  tamque  barbarani,  quae  non  iignificari  futunu  ct  a  qui- 

ntell%iy  piadicique  poffe  cenfeat.     JJ*m, 

'  7rav  iffU0Mtf  &c.  Herod.  ] . 

I  "XuXmfut,  &C.    H*roJ.  7. 

»  K  ^Mf  rxMiMW  /mXm,  &c.     PaufoH,  ix.  pag.  563. 

git  innumerabilia  oncula  Chiyiippus,  nee  ullum  fine  locuplcte  auc- 

wtefte.    Dm  Dtp,  17a. 

.  IV.  P 
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SERM.  larly,  or  difcufs  the  validity  of  relations  concerning  fad 
IX.  inftances :  I  (hall  only  fay,  that  difcourfe  in  Tully,  con* 
cerning  the  oracle  at  Delphos,  which  may  be  extended  tc 
the  reft  of  that  fort,  doth  not  feem  contemptible:  Idefwm^ 
faith  he,  this  one  thing  ;  that  never  would  that  oracle  ham 
leenfo  renowned^  nor  fo  fluffed  with  the  gifts  of  all  iMk0 
and  kings  J  if  every  age  had  not  experienced  the  truth  ff 
thofe  oracles  ^;  for  it  is  hard,  that  a  mere  impofture  (hoa^ 
to  the  expence  and  damage  of  fo  many  perfons,  lb  \iae% 
continue  in  credit.  I  will  adjoin  but  one  obfervation  Id; 
this  purpofe,  that  even  among  thofe  Pagans  who  r^aiddli 
thefe  things,  it  was  known  and  acknowledged,  that  isA 
portending,  or  predi£ting  future  things,  although  inunfr* 
diately  conveyed  by  inferior  powers,  ctd  originally  pro*; 
ceed  from  the  one  Supreme  God :  fo  the  wife  Poet  !■• 
plies,  when  he  makes  the  prophetic  Fury  fay^  that  1b^' 
received  her  predi&ion  from  Apollo,  and  Apollo  firom  dH: 
Almighty  Father ; 

iCneid.  n.  Accipite  ergo  animis^  atque  haec  mea  figtte  dl€tBL, 

Quae  Phoebo  Pater  omnipotens^  mihi  Phoebus  Apollo 
Pr8edixtt>  vobis  Furiarum  ego  maxima  pando : 
Notandum  where  Servius  notes,  that  even  Apollo  (he  who  amopg 
quadicita  their  deities  was  in  chief  efteem  for  rendering  oracles)  if 
Jove  cog-  yjj,*^  ^^  derive  his  knowledge  from  Jove,  or  the  Sover^ 

^^  '^'      God. 

It  feemed  not  amifs  to  touch  thofe  inftances  of  this 
kind  which  profane  ftory  yields,  but  the  holy  Scripture! 
afford  moft  evident  and  eminent  ones ;  fome  of  them  ex- 
tant in  books  written  and  in  ufe  long  before  the  eventi 
Gen.xv.i3.  foretold  :  as  that  of  Abraham's  concerning  his  pofterity 
fojouming  and  being  afflicted  in  Egypt  four  hundxed 
1  Kings xiii. years;  of  the  Prophet  concerning  Jofiah,  (fome  hundred 
^'  years  before  his  birth,)  that  fuch  a  prince  fhould  be,  and 

Ifa.  xUv.  &  what  he  fhould  do ;  of  Ifaiah  concerning  Cyrus  by  nam* 
^^'  his  conquefts,  his  reftoring  the  Jews  from  exile,  his  re- 

Jcr.  XXV.     edifying  Jerufalem ;   of  Jeremiah   concerning   the  cap 

I2.xxix.l0. 

'  Defendo  unum  hoc,  nunquam  illud  oraculum  Delphis  tarn  celebie,  c 
tarn  clarum  fuiflet,  neque  tantis  donis  refertum  omnium  populorum  ttqn 
reg^m,  nifi  omnissetas  oraculorum  illorum  veritatem  eflct  experts^  &c.  P.  \1^ 
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d  iu  duration  for  fevcnly  years;  of  Daniel  SERM. 
5  the  grand  revolutions  of  empire  in  llie  world,  '"• 
the  achievements  of  Alexander  and  his  fuc-  Dm.  ix.  g. 
e  fo  plainly  defcribed,  that  Porphyrius  could  ^-.'^j^J^' 
acknowledge  the  confonancy  of  them  to  thea.  tom.  >i. 
if  our  Saviour  concerning  the  fiege  and  deftruc- tj,„,  y\^\_ 
^rufalem:  the  truth  of  which  reports,  although ''■*=■. 
I  allow  thofe  writings  which  contain  them  an  43. 

no  greater  th^  human,  there  were  no  rea-  ^""^ ""' 
leltion;  lince  moft  of  thofe  writings  were  ex- 
>d  time  before  the  events  fpecified.  Now  if  hut 
:fe  innumerable  infiances  were  true,  if  ever  one 
h  been  prefignified  or  predicted,  (and  it  were  a 
,  that  among  fo  many  not  one  fliould  prove  fo,) 
itly  evinces  what  we  intend. 

our  purpofe  efpecially  do  appertain  the  works 
yled  miraculous,  which  exceed  or  contravene  the 
courfe  or  power  of  natiu^ ;  which  therefore  alllohn  iii.  1. 
readily  confefs  perfonnable  only  by  an  agent  in 

knowledge  exceeding  their  comprehenfion,  (fuch 
r  example,  the  iire  being  withheld  from  burning, 
/aters  from  flowing;  the  Gck  being  (without  me- 
iplicaUons)  cured  of  long  chronical  diftempers ; 
ing   (in   the  like  manner)   reftored  to  perfons 

and  fenfes  to   them  who  from  their  birth  (or 

:  for  a  long  time)  had  been  deprived  of  their  ufe; 

the  dead  to  life,  (a  thing  which  Pliny  mentions   . 

ible  in  his  conceit  to  God  himfelfs,)  and  the  like:] 

although  all  nations  have  had  fo  many  performed 

lem,  as  fufiiced  to  breed  every  where  a  conftant 

that  a  Divine  power  did  frequently  interpofe,  fo 

trol  and  overbear  the  force  of  nature,  (which  opi- 

d  not  in  likelihood  fo  generally  and  conllantly«,^,r  jtri^ 

ithout  anygrounifcat  all;)  yet  the  holy  Scrip- r^"' 

moll  fijlly  and  clearly  teftify  concerning  them  to  Shm  ■-•a' 

a  in  great  number  performed,  (for  the  confirma-  ^%^'  '"^ 

im  qaidem  poflc  omnia.    Namque  qcc  fibi  potcft  eonfcirceie 
c  doDue,  au(  rerocut  dcfunfioi.    Ntl.  Hi/t. 
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SERM.  tion  of  that  divine  truth  and  will  of  God^  which  they  de- 
IX.      clare  him  pleafed  to  reveal ;  for  guiding  men  into,  or  fct- 

^~~^^  tling  them  in,  right  opinions  or  good  prances;  for  dit 
abufiiig  and  withdrawing  them  from  ways  of  error  and 
vice ;  for  the  encouragement  and  relief  of  good,  or  ibc 
reflraint,  difcouragement,  and  chalHfement  of  evil  men; 
which  in  reafon  are  the  moft  proper  caufes,  why  by  fuefa 
a  Being,  as  we  fuppofe,  (fo  wife,  To  good,)  fuch  woria 
fhouldbecffedted;)  the  tenimomesconceniing  which  tbcR  \ 
c«i  be  no  good  reafon  afligned  of  refufing,  but  very  great  j 
to  admit  them,  as  we  hope  at  another  time  latishAorilf  | 
to  declare.  Indeed  God's  patefa£Uon  of  himfelf,  his  inii4  ' 
his  will,  (in  many  kinds  and  manners  particularly  to  the  Fir 
thers  of  old,  and  afterward  generally  to  all  the  world  by  lui 
Son ;  on  purpofe  lent  from  heaven  to  publifh  and  accom- 
pUih  his  deligns  of  mercy  and  hvour  to  all  mankind,)  ac- 
companied with  To  many  prodi^ous  works  of  power,  and 
fo  many  glorious  circumflanccs  of  providence  confpicuoui 
to  all  the  world,  »id  withal  fo  accommodated  as  to  b^et 
firll  of  all  this  alTurance  in  us,  that  a  Divine  power  doth 
cxili  and  prelide  over  all  affairs  both  natural  and  human, 
is  an  argument  which  in  all  honed  and  well-difpofed 
minds  (not  polTefTed  with  falfc  prejudices,  nor  deprai'cd 
by  vicious  incUnattons)  cannot  but  obtain  effeft;  the  fuller 
urging  and  confirming  of  which  I  (ball  refer  to  another 
feafon,  when  it  will  ferve  a  n)Ore  general  purpofe,  even 
the  confirming  not  only  this  part,  but  even  the  whole  of 
our  religion  in  grofs:  I  fliall  only  now  briefly  fay  concern- 
ing them,  that  conlidering  the  works  themfelves,  they 
were  in  number  fo  many  and  various ;  in  kind  fo  great  aiid 
high;  as  to  the  manner  of  performance  fo  naked  and 
open,  (being  done  in  the  face,  and  expofed  to  the  fenfei 
of  all  men ;)  that  there  could  be  no  reafon  to  fufpeft  any 
juggling  or  human  artifice  u%d  about  them  :  confidering 
the  witnefles  that  aflerted  them,  they  were  perfons  who 
by  their  writings,  by  their  behaviour,  by  the  e0e&  <rf 
their  endeavours,  approved  themfelves  very  intelligent;  in 
their  intentions  very  honcft  and  free  from  any  fmider  dc- 
lign,  in  their  converfations  very  innocent  and  virtuotis,  a 
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tteftaUon  very  confident  and  conftant;  fo  that  SEBIU 
Jiild  be  defired  tio  witneffes  of  any  £a£t  better  q\ia-  ^^- 
T  more  credible  than  they :  conlidering  the  deiSgn 
:  works,  there  could  be  none  more  noble  and  ex- 
more  worthy  of  God,  more  beneficial  to  man; 
;  chiefly  the  confirmation  of  a  doftrine,  incon^- 
le  mod  reaTonable  and  moft  ufefiil  that  ever  ap- 
among  men;  produ£tive  of  the  beR  fruits,  apt  (be- 
ertained  heartily)  to  make  men  highly  good  and 
ippy ;  to  promote  the  honour  of  God  and  the  in- 
)f  goodnefs ;  to  fecure  as  much  as  can  be  both  the 
ind  private  welfare  of  mankind.  Confidering  which 
we  can  have  no  good  reafon  to  diftruA  the  per- 
X  of  fuch  works,  by  authentic  records,  by  con- 
tditioQ  atteOed  to  us. 

f  adjoin  to  the  former  forts  of  extraordinary  adions, 
iier  forts,  the  confideration  of  which  (although  not 
iily  and  immediately)  may  ferve  our  main  defign ; 
which  the  general  opinion  of  mankind  haih  ap- 
and  manifold  teflimony  hath  declared  frequently 
>en)  which  concern  apparitions  from  another  world, 
:re,  of  beings  unufual ;  concerning  fpiritg  faaunting 
and  places,  (thefe  difcemed  by  all  fenfes,  and  by 
dnds  of  efieds ;)  of  which  the  old  worid  (the  an- 
oetfl  and  hiflorians)  did  fpeak  fo  much,  and  of 
til  ages  have  afforded  feveral  attelVations  very  £- 
d  plain,  and  having  all  advantages  imaginable  to 
sredence;  concerning  vifions  made  unto  perfons 
nal  eminency  and  influence,  (to  priefts  and  pro> 
concerning  prefigniflcattons  of  future  events  by 
;  concerning  the  power  of  enchantments,  imply- 
:  cooperation  of  jnvilible  powers ;  concerning  all 
'  intercourfe  and  confederacy  (formal  or  virtual) 
d  fpirits :  all  which  things  he  that  fhall  affirm  to 
:  fi^ion  and  delufion,  mufl  thereby  with  exceeding 
rfly  and  nidenefa  charge  the  worid  with  extreme 
oity  nid  maligjiity  ;  many,  if  not  all,  worthy  hif" 
of  much  inconfideratenefs  or  fraud;  moll  lawgivers, 
t  fillinefs  and  rafhnefs ;  mofl  judicatories,  of  hi^h 
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SERM.  ftupidity  or  cruelty;  a  vaft  number  of  witheflesy  of  thtf 
IX.      greateft  malice  or  madnefs ;  all  which  have  concurred  td 
aflert  thefe  matters  of  faft. 

It  is  true^  no  queflion,  but  there  have  been  many  vaio 
pretences,  many  falfe  reports,  many  unjuft  acculation% 
and    fome  imdue   deciiions   concerning   thefe   matters  j[ 
that  the  vulgar  fort  is  apt  enough  to  be  abufed  about 
them ;  that  even  intelligent  and  confiderate  men  may 
at  a   diftance  in  regard  to  fome  of  them  be  impoicd  4 
upon ;  but,  as  there  virould  be  no  falfe  gems  obtruded,  if  § 
there  were  no  true  ones  found  in  nature ;  as  no  coante^ 
feit  coin  would  appear,  were  there  no  true  one  current  j 
fo  neither  can  we  well  fuppofe  that  a  confidence  in  fome 
to  feign,  or  a  readinefs  in  mod  to  believe,  flories  of  tfab 
kind  could   arife,   or  ihould  fubfid,   without  fome  reil 
ground,  or  without  fuch  things  having  in  grofs  fomewhst  I 
of  truth  and  reality.     However,  that  the  wiier  and  more  ^ 
refined  fort  of  men,  highell  in  parts  and  improvements    - 
both  from  ftudy  and  experience,  (indeed  the  flower  of  every 
commonwealth ;  ftatefmen,  lawgivers,  judges,  and  priefts,) 
upon  fo  many  occafions  of  great  importance,  after  moft 
deliberate  fcanning  i'uch  pretences  and  reports,  (hould  fo 
often  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  deluded,  to  the  extreme  in^ 
jury  of  particular  perfons  concerned,  to  the  common  abuf- 
ing  of  mankind,  to  the  hazard  of  their  own  reputation  in 
point  of  wifdom  and  honefty,  feems  nowife  rcafonable  to 
conceive.    In  likelihood  rattier  the  whole  kind  of  all  theft 
things,  were  it  altogether  vain  and  groundlefs,  would  upon 
fo  frequent  and  fo  mature  difcufllions  have  appeared  to  be 
fo,  and  would  confequently  long  fince  have  been  difown- 
ed,  exploded,  and  thruft  out  of  the  world ;  for,  as  upon 
Opinionum  this  occafiou  it  is  fkid  in  Tully,  Time  wipeth  out  ground* 
diw  ddct*  ^f^  conceits^  but  confirms  that  which  is  founded  in  naturey 
naturae  ju-  and  reoL 

ft^\r"^      Now  if  the  truth  and  reality  of  thefe  things,  (all  or  any 

JWk/.  Dtor,  of  them,)  inferring  the  exiftence  of  powers  invifible^  at 

"*  ^^'     '  leaft  inferior  ones,  though  much  fuperior  to*s  in  all  fort 

of  ability,  be  admitted,  it  will  at  leaft  (as  removing  the 

chief  obftacles  of  incredulity)  confer  much  to  the  belief  of 
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that  fupreme  Divinity,  which  our  difcourfe  ftrives  to  SERM. 
nuuntain*  ^^• 

I  muft  acknowledge  that  both  thefe  arguments,  drawn 
firam  teftimonies  concerning  matters  of  fad,  (and  indeed 
all  other  arguments,)  were  invalid  and  iniignificant,  could 
aoj  demonftration  or  any  argument  weighty  enough  be 
brought  to  (hew  the  impoffibility  of  fuch  a  thing  to  exift, 
at  we  infer  to  exift  from  them.  But,  as  it  is  a  very  eafy 
thing  (fo  whoever  is  verfed  in  fpeculation  and  reafoning 
about  things  cannot  but  find)  to  prove  many  things  pof- 
lible  to  be,  which  do  not  actually  exift ;  fo  it  is  hard  to 
pro?e  the  impoffibility  of  a  thing's  being;  yea  there  is 
^nly  no  other  mean  of  doing  this,  than  the  manifefting 
HI  evident  repugnance  between  being  itfelf,  and  fome  pro- 
perty affigned  to  that  thing ;  or  between  feveral  proper- 
ties attributed  thereto ;  as  if  we  fhould  fuppofe  a  fquare 
dicle,  or  a  round  fquare  to  exift.  ^  But  in  our  cafe  no 
man  can  fliew  fuch  a  repugnance;  between  being  and 
^dom,  power  or  goodnefs,  there  is  no  inconfiftence  fure- 
Ij;  nor  can  any  man  evince  one  to  be  between  being  and 
coexifting  with  matter,  or  penetrating  body;  between 
bemg  and  infenfibility ;  between  being  and  any  other  pro- 
perty which  we  afcribe  to  God ;  nor  is  there  any  clafliing 
between  thofe  properties  themfelves :  it  is  therefore  im- 
poffible  to  (hew  that  God  cannot  exift ;  and  therefore  it  is 
imreafonable  to  difbelieve  the  teftimonies  (fo  many,  fo 
pregnant)  that  declare  him  to  exift. 

Men  indeed,  who  affix  themfelves  to  things  which  their— 4iffigit 
fenfe  offers,  may  be  indifpofed  to  abftraft  their  minds  ^"^jj;. 
from  fuch  things,  may  be  unapt  to  frame  conceptions  Umaurs. 
about  any  other  fort  of  things ;  but  to  think  there  can 
be  no  other  things  than  fuch  as  we  fee  and  feel,  that  no- 
thing, endued  with  other  properties  than  fuch  as  thefe 
obje6ted  to  our  fenfe  have,  can  exift,  implies  a  great  dul- 

fc  It  ■  not  enough  to  iky  peremptorily,  it  is  nonfenfe ;  or  that  you  can- 
^ocvnderftand  bow  it  fhould  be ;  fuch  proceedings  are  intoleiably  both  in- 
§okmt  and  rain. 

XM$USm.     PhU.  Tleai, 

P4 
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8ERM.  nefs  of  apprefaenfion,  a  greater  ihortnefs  of  reafbn  and 
iX.      judgment ;  it  is  much  like  the  fimplicity  of  a  ruftic,  who^ 
becaufe  he  never  was  above  three  miles  from  home^  can- 
not imagine  the  world  to  reach  ten  miles  farther}  and 
will  look  upon  all  that  is  told  him,  concerning  tbii^  , 
more  didant,  to  be  falfe,  and  forged  to  abufe  him.   I  add^ 
that  thei'e  men's  incredulity  is  hence  more  inexcufaU^  ] 
becaufe  the   podibility  of  fuch  a  being's   exigence,  the  j 
compatibility  and  concurrence  of  fuch  properties  in  one  j 
thing,  is  (as  we  otherwhere  have  largely  (hewed)  by  a  { 
very  plain  inftance  declared,  even  by  that  being  Mdthia  ; 
every  man,  which  in  a  degree  partakes  of  all  tbofe  pro-  j 
perties.  .  I 

I  (hall  leave  this  head  of  difcourfe,  with  this  one  re-  j 
mark ;  that  they  are  much  miAaken,  who  place  a  kind  of  ; 
wifdom  in  being  very  incredulous,  and  imwilling  to  aiSsoX  '. 
to  any  teAimony,  how  full  and  clear  foever :  for  this  in-  ■ 
deed  is  not  wifdom,  but  the  worft  kind  of  folly.    It  if 
folly,  becaufe  it  caafes  ignorance  and  miAake,  with  all 
the  confequents  of  thefe ;  and  it  is  very  bad,  as  being  ac- 
companied with  difingenuity,  obAinacy,  rudencfs,  uncha- 
ritablenefs,  and  the  like  bad  difpoiitions ;  from  which  cre- 
dulity itfelf,  the  other  extreme  fort  of  folly,  is  exempt. 
Compare  we,  I  fay,  thefe  two  forts  of  fools ;  the  credu- 
lous fool,  who  yields  his  aflent  haftily  upon  any  dig^t 
ground ;  and  the  fufpicious  fool,  who  never  will  be  (tirred 
by  any  the  ftrongeft  reafon  or  cleareft  teftimony ;  we  (hall 
find  the  latter  in  moft  refpefts  the  worft  of  the  two ;  that 
his  folly  arifes  from  worfe  caufes,  hath  worfe  adjunds, 
produce th  worfe  effe£ls.     Credulity  may  fpring  from  an 
airy  complexion,  or  from  a  modeft  opinion  of  one's  fclf; 
fufpicioufnefs  hath  its  birth  from  an  earthy  temper  of 
body,  or  from  felf-conceit  in  the  mind :  that  carries  with 
it  being  civil  and  affable,  and  apt  to  correft  an  error; 
with  this  a  man  is  intractable,  unwilling  to  hear,  ftiff  and 
incorrigible  in  his  ignorance  or  miftake:  that  begets  fpeed 
and  alacrity  in  a6lion;  this  renders  a  man  heavy  and  dump- 
ifli,  (low  and  tedious  in  his  refolutions  and  in  his  proceed- 
ings :  both  include  want  of  judgment;  but  this  pretending 
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>  more  thereof,  becomes  thereby  more  dangerous.  For-  SERM. 
md  raflinefsy  which  is  the  fame  with  that,  may  fome-  ^X. 
iQiesy  like  an  acute  difeafe,  undo  a  man  fooner;  but  (lupid 
otagCy  little  differing  from  this,  is  (like  a  chronical  dif- 
emper)  commonly  more  mifchievous,  and  always  more 
mA  to  cure.  In  fine,  were  men  in  their  other  affairs,  or 
B  ordinary  converfe,  fo  diffident  to  plain  teflimony,  as 
bme  do  feem  to  be  in  thefe  matters  concerning  religion, 
liey  would  foon  feel  great  inconveniences  to  proceed 
iheoce;  their  bufinefs  would  ftick,  their  converfation 
vould  be  diftaftefiil ;  they  would  be  much  more  offenfive, 
ind  no  lefs  ridiculous  than  the  mod  credulous  fool  in  the 
world.  While  men  therefore  fo  perverfely  diftruftful  af- 
feft  to  feem  wife^  they  affeA  really  to  be  fools;  and  prac- 
tife  according  to  the  worft  fort  of  folly. 

Thus  have  I,  although  very  curforily,  confidered  the 
iirft  kind  of  works  extraordinary  that  appear  in  the  world : 
I  proceed  briefly  to  touch  the  other  fort,  obfervable  in 
the  tranla£lion  of  human  afl^rs ;  for  even  in  thefe  there 
do  happen  things  in  a  fort  miraculous,  or  prodigious ;  ac- 
ooiding  to  realbnable  eftimation  furpaffihg  the  common 
cflkacy  of  human  caufes ;  by  which  God  in  a  language 
more  ezprefs,  as  it  were,  and  in  a  louder  tone,  declares  his 
prefence  and  providence  here ;  fo  that  they  mud  be  very 
deaf  and  ftupid^  who  do  not  from  them  learn  leffons  of 
piety  and  reverence  toward  God;  who  do  not  in  them 
hear  Heaven  thundering  forth  that  proclamation  to  us  all : 
Hifnte  juftUiam  monitL     For  inflance, 

I.  We  may  obferve,  when  any  where  things  are  come 
to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  iniquity  and  outrage  do  extremely 
prevail,  fo  that  the  mod  of  men's  lives  become  intole- 
nUy  grievous,  that  in  fuch  cafes  often  the  flate  of  things, 
how  feemingly  ftable  and  robuft  foever,  in  a  manner  fud- 
den  and  ftrange,  by  ftieans  to  appearance  fmall  and  weak, 
to  be  overturned,  and  reduced  to  a  more  tolerable  form ; 
no  firug^ings  of  might,  no  fetches  of  policy,  no  circum- 
(jpeftion  or  induftry  of  man  avtuling  to  uphold  it,  an  invi- 
sible hand  checking  all  fuch  force,  and  crofling  all  fuch 
levices.    AJione  cut  out  of  the  mountains  without  hands,  Dan.  ii.  43. 
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SERM.  (that  is,  a  (lender  inftrument  coming  forth  out  of  fimi 
.^X.  remote  or  fecret  place,  without  any  confiderable  iwfin#w^ 
of  human  endeavour,)  breaking  in  pieces  the  iron,  and  ik 
Irajsy  tlie  clay,  thejilver,  and  the  gold;  there  being  nifti 
up  inftantly  a  Mofes,  or  a  Maccabeus;  an  Ehud,  ori 
Gideon ;  a  Dion^  or  a  Timoleon,  by  a  fingle  flroke,  d 
a  fudden  impreffion,  to  deliver  oppreiled  nations  ftoi 
flavery. 

2.  How  many  examples  do  experience  and  hiftory  i| 
ford  us  of  juftice  and  vengeance,  in  ways  for  their  knl| 
and  for  their  circumdances  very  remarkable,  execulfl^ 
in  the  face  of  the  world  upon  perfons  (fuch  as  Cont 
and  his  fellows,  Sennacherib,  Herod,  Brennus)  notorioufll 
wicked  and  mifchievous,  who  have  outbraved  Heaven  b| 
their  impiety,  or  horribly  abufed  mankind  by  their  i^ 
juflicei 

3.  Yea,  we  may  take  notice,  that  even  few  of  tboll 
men,  whofe  a£lions  have  been  illuflrious  for  greatnefs  voil 

Dan.iv.  i7.of  goodnef's ;  who  have  climbed  to  height  of  power  anl 
(late  by  the  ruins  and  (laughters  of  mankind ;  that,  I  fay, 
few  of  fuch  perfons  have  departed  off  the  (lage  in  peaOB 
or  honour.  That  Alexander  was  fnapt  in  the  flower  d 
liis  age  and  glory ;  that  Caefar  was  no  fooner  arrived  to 
the  top  of  his  fortune,  than  to  the  bottom  of  his  life  1 
neither  having  time  allowed  them  to  enjoy,  fcarce  to  tafiei 
thofe  fruits  which  they  fo  eagerly  fought  and  toiled  for  J 
both  perhaps  (one  without  any  peradventure)  being  fpeed^ 
ed  away  by  violent  and  treacherous  hands.  Not  to  men- 
tion Pompey  or  Hannibal,  or  other  fuch  like  men  of  t%ot' 
bitant  ambition,  whofe  fortunes  were  fo  (Irangely  changed] 
and  whofe  ends  were  fo  difmal. 

4.  We  may  however  obferve,  that  few  great  tyranti 
and  oppreifors,  few  perfons  infolently  profane  or  (aciile" 
gious,  have  efcaped  the  vifible  (Iroke  bf  Divine  vengeance; 
a  ilroke  infli£ted  in  ways  not  only  violent,  but  ihameful : 
and  that  ufually  by  means  moft  \mexpe£ted,  by  the  handi 
of  their  own  guards,  their  own  fervants,  their  own  &• 
vourites,  the  very  inftruments  of  their  mifchief,  and  thefi 
(Urred  up  by  (light  caufes,  by  fome  little  difgrace  or  dif 
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ived  by  them  from  their  mafter".    What  a  long  SERM. 

jend  of  Caligula's,  Nero's,  Domitian's,  Com-      l^*  '{1 

HeEogabalus's,  Maximinus's,  ^  may  any  man's  j  v 

on  even  out  of  profane  hiftories  eafily  compofe,  .ri 

I  the  Divine  juftice  in  fuch  ways  hath  rid  the  Pf.  ixixUi.  r 

night  alfo  mention  the  judgments  of  God  upon 
and  families   raifed  to  wealth  and  fplehdor  of  ^ 

r  oppreflion,  fraud,  facrilege,  rapine,  or  fuch  bad 
whofe  eftates  without  any  viiible  ordinary  means 
ier  and  decay;  a  fecret  moth  devouring  them; 
vhich  falls  under  common  obfervation. 
e  iame  providence  hath  more  clearly  difcovered 
;he  flrange  dete£tions  of  murders,  and  other  enor'> 
ifchiefs  committed  in  darknefs,  and  revealed  by 
unaccountably  darted  from  Heaven.  Of  which 
only  books,  but  common  experience  doth  fumiih  ?i 

ies  and  infiances  very  remarkable  both  for  num-  !^ 

weight.  -  f 

e  like  ftrange  difcoveries  of  plots,  contrived  fe-  f^^ 

jainft  the  public  peace,  and  agabft  the  lives  of 
frequently  offer  themfelves  in  dory,  and  the  like 
ce  fuggefts  concerning  private  men ;  a  bird  of  the  Ecci.  x.  ao. 
fing  the  voiCe  of  the  wicked  traitor  to  the  ears  of 
>  is  defigned  agdnft ;  thejiones  of  the  wall  crying  Hab.  ii.  1 1. 
on  and  murder.    Yea,  generally,  according  to  the  ^ 

'«  obfervation,  when  men  have  encouraged  them*  pfiu.  ixir.  fc 

;  an  evil  matter,  and  have  communed  about  laying^*  ^'  pF\ 

ivily-^aying,  whojhallfee  them  f — God  doth  Jhoot 
with  an  arrow,  fuddenly  they  are  wounded.  So 
men  have  reafon,  as  he  adds  they  will  do,  to  fear, 
leclare  the  work  of  God,  if  they  wifely  confider  his  \m 

and  himfelf  had  reafon  to  pronounce  in  another 
ne  Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  that  he  ejce-pfai.  ix.  i6, 
the  wicked  isjhared  in  the  work  of  his  oum  hands. 
might  adjoin  the  remarkable  providences  which 


h-^ 


nd.  PberaeoB,  ab  uxore  occifas.    Vid.  P^t,  in  PttcpUla  aifn, 
;fa  as  SejaniU)  Ruffinus,  Eatiopius,  &c.  SHlico,  ftc. 
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SERM.  alfo  occur,  concerning  the  recompenfes  and  encoiiragD;^ 

^^'     ments  of  virtue ;  in  the  prote^ng  good  men  from  i 
K.  xxxvii.  niinent  dangers,  delivering  them  irom  grievous 
bee  ^  oun^  ^^PP^Y^^K  them  in  extreme  needs,  profpering  them 
and  now     their  undertakings,  raifing  them  (as  Jofeph,  David,  J 
hTvci  nor^^^'*  &cJ|^  by  wonderful  means  to  wealth  and  dignity, 
fccn  the     their  own  encouragement,  or  for  public  benefit ; 
fo^faken!*    ^^g  which  occurrenccs  the  Pfalmift  had  reafon  to 
rr.  cvii.  43.  IVhofo   '^  wife  will  obferve  ihefs  things,  and  they  Jhail 
derfiand  the  lovingkindnefs  of  the  Lord. 

Thefe  confiderations,  with  divers  otiiers  of  the 
kind,  grounded  on  Providence,  I  muft  confe(s  have 
fingly  taken,  the  grcateft  force  and  evidence  to  infer  M( 
purpofe,  nor  can  they  with  the  fame  aflurance  and  ptft 
emptorinefs  be  urged  to  every  adverfary  or  difbeliever,  H 
fome  other  arguments  may ;  thofe,  which  we  have  fo 
Vid.  Claud,  merly  infixed  on,  drawn  from  nature.  For  in  nature,  i| 
III  Ruffin.   caufes  there  beinir  themfelves  deftitute  of  imme<Uate  n$^ 

lib.  1.  init.  .  ,      . 

cicganter  fon  or  choicc,  and  f'ubjeft  to  no  chance  or  contingencfi 
diffcrcn-*  (properly  fo  called,)  we  may  indeed  confidently  afcribe 
tcm.  all  effefts,  in  which  any  reafon  or  coimfel  doth  appetfi  ■ 

Sen. dc Pro- whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  to  Divine  efficacy;  ; 
▼1  .  init  there  being  no  other  caufe,  to  which  we  can  reafonabfy 
impute  them :  but  in  human  affairs,  feeing  man  is  an  un- 
derilandiiig  and  free  agent,  and  few  effedls  happen  with- 
out fome  a£t  of  his  intervening,  there  can  hardly  occnr 
any  paflage,  how  rare  and  flrange  foever,  which  our  in- 
credulous adverfaries,  with  fome  kind  of  colour  or  plaufi- 
ble  (hift,  will  not  be  ready  to  attribute  unto  fome  reach 
of  man's  wit,  or  to  fome  capricio  of  his  humour,  or  to 
fome  unaccountable  cafualty,  incident  to  matters  of  this 
1  Sam. vi.9. kind;  (as  we  fee  the  Philiflines  were  apt  to  impute  the 
x\*i.°4i.  plague  of  emerods  to  chance;  the  Ifraelites  did  prefendy 
charge  that  terrible  judgment  on  Corah  and  his  complices 
upon  Mofes  and  Aaron.)  And  commonly  Divine  and  hu- 
man influences  upon  thefe  efTefts  (even  as  in  nature  the 
influences  of  Heaven  and  of  inferior  particular  caufes)  are 
fo  complicated  and  interwoven  together,  that  it  is  not  fo 
eafy  to  diflinguifli  the  one  from  the  other,  either  in  whole 
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ir  in  part,  to  leparate  the  bounds  of  providence  ordinary  SERM. 
■id  extraordinary,  to  difccm  what  God  performs  by  ufual    ,^^' 
■ftnimentSy  what  by  his  immediate  hand.     As  alfo  the 
ifiBons  of  the  wifed  men  are  often  grounded  upon  rea- 
Etas  remote  from,  and  impenetrable  by,  vulgar  conceit ; 
b  are  the  reafbns  of  God's  proceedings  with  men  various        • 
Hid  often  myllerious;  above  the  reach  of  our  capacity      , 
with  diftinftion  to  apprehend  them :  as  who,  for  inftance, 
tm  oftentimes  readily  diftinguifh  between  God's  merciful 
|iatience  toward  bad  men,  and  his  gracious  recompenfing 
die  good ;  between  God's  juft  vengeance  on  the  one  fort, 
4tod  his  fatherly  correction  of  the  other ;  between  his  re- 
cUming  one  from  vice,  either,  as  particular  circumftances 
nqioire^  by  adverfe  or  profperous  events,  and  his  trying 
or  exercifing  the  other's  virtue  by  the  like  proceedings  ? 
Who  can  diltinguifh  between  what  is  performed  or  per- 
adtted  upon  general  or  upon  particular  accounts ;  in  re- 
iftSt  to  the  public,  or  in  regard  to  private  men ;  in  rela- 
tion to  prefent  times,  or  to  pofterity ;  upon  abfolute  and 
immediate  accounts,  or  in  order  to  fome  farther^  more  re- 
mote defigne  ?    Who,  I  fay,  can  pretend  (kill  enough  to 
define  what  or  how  much  is  bed  to  be  done  in  thefe 
ctfes ;  when  it  is  fit  to  allow  men  to  proceed  in  the  ufe 
of  their  freedom,  when  to  interrupt  them  ?  Who,  but  he 
that  exadly  knows  the  limits  of  jufl  and  fit,  the  qualities 
and  tempers  of  men,  the  flate  and  circumflances  of  every 
thing? 

I  add,  that  God's  governance  of  things  hath  no  com- 
plete iiTue  here;  that  this  is  not  the  only  nor  the  chief 
place  of  difpeniing  rewards  and  punifhments ;  that  things 
are  but  doing  here;  and  not  done ;  in  a  progrefs  and  ten- 
dency toward  fomewhat  beyond,  not  in  a  Rate  of  final  re- 
fblution  or  perfe£tion :  wherefore  as  we  cannot  fully  judge 
of  an  artificiiEil  work  by  its  firft  draughts,  nor  of  a  poem 
by  fome  fcenes,  but  muft  ftay  till  all  is  finiflied  and  a£led 
through ;  fo  we  cannot  fo  clearly  difcem  the  entire  wif- 
dom  and  juftice  of  Divine  difpenfations  here ;  not  till  that 
day^  when,  as  St.  Paul  tells  us,  God's  $<xaioxpi<r/fl(,  his  Kom,  n.  s. 
righteous  jtidgmentfjhall  be  made  apparent.    Whence  dif  ^^'  *•  *• 
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SERM.  courfe  grounded  upon  prefent  events  may  not  prove 
^X.      convincin/g  or  fatisfadory,  except  unto  the  children 
wifdom,  who  by  a  (harper  fenfe  can  difcover  even 
fmaller  lines  and  more  occult  trails  of  God's  hand; 
with  an  efpecial  attention  and  fagacity  do,  as  the  Pi 
Pr.xxyiii.s.exprefleth  it,  regard  i/ie  works  of  the  Lord,  and 

'the  operations  of  his  hands.  However,  the  frequent 
qurrences  in  human  afiairs  of  pailages,  fuch  as  we 
tioned,  fo  rare  and  remarkable,  if  they  do  not^  fingly 
folitarily  taken,  thoroughly  ferve  to  demonftrate  tl^ 
pothefis  of  Divine  providence,  yet  at  leaft  they  do 
favour  and  ftrengthen  it,  being  very  congruous 
Suppoling  fuch  a  Providence,  it  is  moft  probable  (I 
fay  neceflary)  that  fuch  events  would  happen;  wl 
there  can  be  no  abfurdity  in  afcribing  them  thereto, 
much  of  reafon  in  doing  it.  They  are  digni  vindke  woSA 
difficulties  not  otherwife  eafily  refolved,  and  therefore  Go| 
may  be  mofl  fitly  introduced,  as  the  moft  probable  ctoftl 
of  them ;  if  ftrid:  difcourfe  cannot  compel  us,  yet  ii^ 
nuity  will  incline  us,  and  wifdom  will  oblige  us,  to  do  fo. 
Pf.crii.  43.  They  that  are  wife  will  confider  thefe  things,  and  theyjludi 
XIV.  5>  7.  jificlcrfland  the  lovingkindnefs  (I  add,  and  alfo  both  the 
Pf.  sdi.  6.  Wifdom  and  power)  of  the  Lord.  A  Irutifh  man  knomik 
not,  neither  doth  a  fool  underjland  this,  faith  the  Plalmifl^ 
concerning  the  proceedings  of  Providence. 

But  however  general  providence  doth  work  in  con- 
vincing fome,  particular  providence  will  at  leaft  produce 
that  eficd:  in  many:  for  I  dare  appeal  to  moft  men  (to 
thofe  efpecially,  who  have  ever  had  any  fear  of  God,  or 
fenfe  of  goodnefs  in  them,)  if,  fometime  or  other,  in  th^ 
lives,  they  have  not  in  their  prefling  needs  and  ftnuts 
(efpecially  upon  their  addrefles  to  God  for  help)  found 
help  and  comfort  conveyed  unto  them  by  an  infenfible 
hand ;  if  they  have  not  fometimes  in  a  mann^  unaccount- 
able efcaped  imminent  dangers ;  if  they  have  not  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty  and  devotion  toward  God  ex- 
perienced a  comfort  more  than  ordinary ',  if  they  cannot 
W.  xxxiT.    to  feme  events  of  their  life  aptly  apply  thofe  obfervations 
cxIt!  18     ®f  ^^®  Pfalmift :  T/iis  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard 
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bUf  and  deUvertd  him  out  of  his  troubles.    The  angel  of  S£RM. 

\e  Ijord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  him,  and     ^^- 

'tAivereth  them.     0  tqfte  and  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good.    0 

^fie  and  fee;  he  appeals  to  experience;  he  fuppofes  the 

KnDC  goodnefs  maybe  feen  and  felt ;  that  furely  will  be 

I  moft  efficacious  argument  of  God's  exiflence  and  provi- 

lence.     And  fo  it  ifl  indeed  to  all  good  men,  for  whofe  (i  John  *. 

mnfbit  and  confirmation  it  is  chiefly  mentioned,  though  '"'^ 

it  is  not  likely  to  have  much  influence  upon  them,  who 

have  alienated  themfelves  (irom  God,  and  driven  him  out  Pfil.  >■  «■ 

tf  their  thoughts;  except  they  Oiould  (beyond  what  can 

te  ezpcded  lirom  them)  be  fo  civil  and  candid,  as  to  be- 

lere  the  teftimony  of  others,  who  al!ert  this  great  truth 

vito  them  from  their  own  inward  confcience  and  expe- 

'lienoe. 

Bnt  let  thus  much  ferve,  at  prefent,  for  the  Ihewing 
\^aX.  God  doth,  as  our  I^ord  tells  as,  hitherto  work  j  and 
fcoDfeqoently  that,  as  we  thence  meant  to  infer,  God  doth 
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I  BELIEVE  IN  GOD  THE  FATHER. 


Eph.  iv.  6. 
One  God  and  Father  of  all. 

SERM.  1  HAVE  formerly  difcourfed  concerning  the  nature  of 
X«  that  belief  which  wc  here  profefs :  I  did  aUb  endeavour 
by  feverdl  arguments  to  evince  the  truth  and  credibility 
of  the  firft  article  of  our  Creed,  which  is  indeed  the 
foundation  of  all  the  reft,  and  of  all  religion.  That  there  is 
one  God,     I  proceed  to  the  following  parts. 

The  Father,  The  appellation  of  God  not  improperly 
taken,  (as  when  it  is  attributed  to  creatures,  upon  fome 
refemblance  in  nature  or  office  which  they  bear  to  the  fu- 
prcnie  God,)  but  relating  to  him  who  only,  truly,  and  pro- 
perly is  ftylcd  God,  is  fometimes  put  abfolutely,  fomctime 
hath  a  relative  appofition  going  along  with  it.  Being  ab- 
folutely or  fingly  put,  it  fometimes  refers,  by  way  of  emi- 
nency,  particularly  to  the  firft  Perfon  in  the  blefled  and 
glorious  Trinity;  as  when  Chrift  is  called  the  Son  oj  God; 
when  God  is  put  in  diflindlion  from  the  other  PerfonSi 
(when,  for  inftance,  it  is  faid.  That  they  may  know  thee 
the  only  true  God,  and  Je/iis  Chrift  whom  thou  haji  fent. 
Blejfed  he  God  and  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/L 
The  IVord  was  with  God.  To  ferve  t/ie  living  and  true 
Gody  and  to  wait  for  his  Son  from  heaven.     And  in  that 
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flm  of  blefiing,  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifly  and  9ERM . 
ike  htm  rf  God,  and  the  cornmunion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  X. 
with  you  all;)  but  commonly  it  is  to  be  underftood  for 
Godeflentially  confidered,  (according  to  the  Divine  eflence 
toimnon  to  all  three  Perfons^  to  whom  in  that  refped.  all 
tbe  Divine  attributes  agree,  and  from  whom  all  Divine 
liperations  {abfolute  et  ad  extra)  do  jointly  proceed.  And 
to  this  ienfe  or  notion  we  have  hitherto  fuppofed  that  the 
none  of  God  might  be  here  applied*  For,  that  there  is 
one  God,  having  fuch  eilential  attributes,  is  the  firft  prin- 
i^le  and  foundation  of  all  religion,  which  we  mud  there* 
Sire  fuppofe,  if  not  direAly  expreffed,  yet  at  leaft  fuffi- 
cioufy  implied  in  the  Creed. 

And  fuppofing  the  word  in  part  doth  imply  this  fenfe, 
ds  sttributc  or  title  of  Father  doth  upon  many  accounts 
tody  and  properly  belong  to  God,  (God  abfolute  and 
tftantial,)  in  relation  to  all  things  generally,  and  to  fome 
duigB  particularly ;  efpecially,  which  is  the  mod  fruitful 
flodiBeration,  in  refpeft  to  ourfelves. 

Let  us  flrft  oonfider  the  accounts  upon  which,  then  the 
Ionia  {ot  ob)e£b)  in  relation  to  which,  God  is  fo  called ; 
ihcK  let  us  apply  the  confideration  to  prance. 

One  God  and  Father  of  all. 

Every  attribute,  every  title,  every  relation  of  God  doth 
gfoend  an  obligation,  doth  afford  an  inducement,  to  good 
pofiice  ;  btft  none  other  doth  ground  higher  obligation, 
or  yieldeth  ftronger  inducement  to  all  kinds  of  obedience, 
than  doth  this  of  Father,  which  here,  and  frequently 
otherwhere  in  holy  Scripture,  is  afcribed  to  God :  unto 
vUch  purpofe,  of  exciting  us  to  good  pra&ice,  (to  all 
good  pra&ioe  generally,  and  particularly  to  fome 'kinds 
thntof,)  I  do  now  intend  to  apply  the  confideration  there* 
of;  but  firil  letus  confider  in  what/efpe£ts,  or  upon  what 
paaodBi  this  title  is  attributed  to  Clod ;  then  let  us  refleft 
bmewhat  upon  the  term,  in  refpeft  to  which  God  is 
ttyhdFiUber  of  all,  that  is,  in  a  larger  fenfe  of  all  Angs, 
o  a  ftrider  fenfe  of  all  perfons^  in  the  molk  reflrained  fenfe 
Callus  Chriilians* 

VOL.  IV.  ct 
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SERM.     The  title  oi  father  is  upon  feveral  accounts  oommoiilf 

^*       given  to  things ;  one  is  caufklity ;  for  the  efficient  cadc^ . 

or  author  of  any  thing,  is  called  its  father;  any  workii 

faid  to  be  the  child,  or  offspring,  of  him  that  maketh  9t 

JobzxxTiii.inventeth  it;   Hath  the  rain  a  father^   (or.   Who  i$  fer 

^''  ther  of  the  rain  ?  as  the  LXX  render  it,)  ar  who  hath  ie^ 

gotten  the  drops  of  the  dew  ?  faith  God  in  Job  :  another 

ground  thereof  is  fuflenance,  or  prefervation ;  fo  Job  lai^ 

Jobziix.    of  himfelf,  that  he  was  a  fat  her  to  the  poor  and  fatherly 

16.  x»xi.    jjg^j^^(g  Y^Q  yielded  them  protection  and  relief;  fo,  HoM: 

patrem  patrice  Ciceronem  libera  dixit,  Rome  called  Ciceffr 

father,   becaufe  he  prefer\'ed  it  from   the  attempts  cf 

wicked  confpirators  againft  its  liberty  and  fafety :  edncM 

tion  alfo  and  in(lru£tion  entitle  to  this  name ;  whence  St^ 

1  Tim.  i.  3.  Paul  calleth  Timothy  and  iPhilemon,  the  Corinthians  and 

1  Cor.  IT.  '  Galatians,  whom  he  had  in(lru£ted  in  the  Chriftian  fiuth^ 

^*  .         his  children :  laftly,  governance,  attended  with'  benefiool 

affe£iion  and  care,  doth  found  this  appellation ;  whendl 

princes  are  ufually  ftyled  the  fathers  of  their  country,  Mng 

fuppofed  to  defire  and  to  provide  for  the  public  good;  b  . 

joAi.  xix.    we  have  ihe  fathers  of  tribes,  that  is,  the  principal  perfoni 

51.  XXI.  1.  Qf  jj^eujj  who  did  prefide  over  them  :  I  do  omit  antiquity 

and  age,  for  which  we  know  that  perfons  are  vulgaiiy 

called  fathers. 

Upon  all  thefe  accounts  it  is  plain  that  the  title  of  Uni*  • 
verfal  Father  may  truly  be  afcribed  unto  God;  efpecially 
in  reipedl  to  ourfelves,  who  may  be  confider^  as  equiva- 
lent to  all  other  objeds,  as  compcehending  in  us  fome- 
what  common  to  them  all :  God  in  fome  of  thofe  refpeds 
is  the  Father  of  all  things,  or  of  us  as  beings ;  God  is 
more  efpecially  the  Father  of  intelligent  beings,  and  of  us 
as  fuch ;  Gbd  is  the  Father  of  all  men,  of  all  good  men^ 
and  peculiarly  of  Chriflians ;  which  refpefts  all  of  them 
do  or  (liould  concur  in  us.  Let  us  furvey  thofe  particulars 
fomewhat  di(lin6Uy,  then  apply  them  as  obligations  and 
inducements  to  good  pra£lice. 

I.  %od  is  the  Father  of  all  tilings,  or  of  us  as  creatures; 

Aas  xvH.    as  the  efficient  caufe  and  creator  of  them  all :  He  made 

.  ^^^  f^Qrld,  as  St.  Paul  telleth  the  Athenians,  and  all  things 
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kereim  ;  He  commanded^  faith  the  Pfalmift,  and  they  were  SERM. 
created;  The  world  and  the  fulnejs  thereof,  (that  is,  all       ^- 
irherewith  it  is  replenifhedy  and  which  it  contains,)  he  hath  piai.  cxlr. 
^^mded  them  ;  All  thefe  things,  faith  God  in  the  Prophet,  "•  «!▼*•«. 
mik  mine  hand  made  :  and  iron^r^v,  9^  ttaripa  Tvoe  t5  irovro;,  xzziii.  6. 
ike  Maker  and  Fatlier  of  this  univerfe,  even  Plato  ftyleth  j^^j|*y»-  *' 
God.     God  is  alfo  the  Father  of  all  things,  becaufe  he  Pitt,  in 
fRlerveth  and  fuftaineth  them  by  his  power;  He,  faith ,^^^7™* 
dK  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  beareth  up  all  things  by  the  ^^^-  <•  3- 
werd  of  Ids  power  ]  He,  faith  the  Pfalmift,  hath  e/labli/hed^^^-c^'f' 
ikemfor  ever  and  ever  ;  he  made  a  decree  which  Jhall  not 
fafSf  by  virtue  of  which  they  fubfift :  alfo  becaufe  he  by 
a  continual  care  doth  provide  for  them ;  They  all,  faith  Pfal.  civ. 
the  Pfalmift^  wait  upon  him,  that  he  may  give  them  their \l\^^^' 
wuai  m  duefeafon;  what  he  giveth  them,  they  gather;  he 
tfenelh  his  hand,  they  are  filed  with  good :  he  alfo  govem- 
flh,and  containeth  them  in  good  order;    for,  his  king'l^x\.26. 
ruleth  over  all ;  and,  whatfoever  the  Lord  pleafeth,  pfai.  czv. 


Ikai'doeih  he  in  heaven   and  earth:  all  this  he   doeth ^' ^^^* l,^* 

cxxzv.  o. 

with  goodnefs  and  aifeflion;  for,  his  tender  mercies  arecxWii,  15. 
mm  all  his  works  :  whence  even  among  Pagans  the  word^  ^*^* 
P^er  abfolutely  put,  did  figniiy  the  Supreme  God,  they 
miderfianding  thereby  the  Author,  Preferver,  and  Governor 
of  all  things ;  and   Pater  omnipotens  is  the  periphrafis^ 
iriiereby  the  wifeft  Poet  doth  ufually  exprefs  God^. 

%,  More  efpecially  God  is  the  Father  of  intelleftual 
kings;  he   is  ftyled  the  Father  ofjpirits:  particularly Heb. xii. 9. 
the  angels  in  way  of  excellency  are  called  the  fons  of  j^"™'  *^*' 
God :  There  was  a  day  when  the  fons  of  God  came  to  pre*  job  i. «. 
fini  ihemfelves  before  the  Lord:  and,  When  the  fnomtng job xxxviU. 
M^s  fang  together^  and  all  the  fons  of  God  fhouted  for'^* 
J9jf;  in  which  place  of  Job  the  LXX.  have  ayy§\ol  ft0,  my 
angels;  (although  perhaps  there  all  God 's  creatures  may 
be  underftood  rejoicing  and  exulting,  as  it  were,  in  their 
befaig,  newly  by  the  goodnefs  of  their  Maker  conferred  on 

•  —  o  Piter,  et  Rex  Japiter —    H»r.  Serm,  ii.  i. 
—  Fater  ipfe  colendi 

Hand  fiicilem  efle  viim  volait*-    yi^g'  Owrg.  i.  i3i.  41^ 

Zm  irmn^  kftirt^  fif<mUi^  tirmrt  afttirrm.     Horn,  II.  /.  91. 
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SERM.  them:)  ag^n,  JVhoy  faith  the  Pfalmift^  m  heauen  canh 
X.      compared  unto  the  Lord  ?  who  among  the  Jons  of  the  might 

^T      !     can  be  likened  unto  the  LordP  the  fons  of  the  mighty;  i 

6.  zzix.  ].  is  in  the  Hebrew^  the  Jons  of  God,  and  fo  the  UUC.  rendi 
it ;  and  what  precedeth^  who  in  heaven,  doth  make  it,  i 
it  feemsj  bell  iiitcrpretablc  of  the  angels.  Of  fuch  h&nf 
God  is  more  efpecially  the  Father^  becaufe  he  did  prodiK 
them  in  a  more  excellent  manner ;  for  other  things  I 
made  as  it  were  by  his  hand,  thefe  he  breathed  out  of  h 
mouth  ;  as  it  is  faid  of  Adam^  when  God  infiifed  his  fix 

Gen.  ii.  7.  into  his  body,  that  God  breathed  into  his  noftrils  the  breei 
of  life  ;  becaufe  they  more  nearly  referable  God  in  the 
nature  and  properties,  (in  fpirituality,  and  independeoc 
upon  matter;  in  life,  and  felf- moving;  in  immortalit] 
and  perpetuity  of  being ;  in  underfianding,  and  wifdon 
in  will,  and  goodnefs ;  or  in  a  capacity  at  leaft  of  fuch  pel 
fusions ;)  becaufe  alfo  he  ruleth  them  in  a  nobler  way; 
way,  not  of  blind  and  conftraincd  obedience,  but  of  wii 
and  free  choice,  according  to  laws  of  juftice,  by  obliga 
tioDs  of  ingenuity ;  becaufe  he  likewife  beareth  a  moi 
dear  aiTe^tion  unto  them,  and  a  peculiar  care  over  them 
in  refpe6l  to  thefe  beings  indeed  the  relation  of  &ther  i 
more  proper,  becaufe  they  only  can  be  fenfible  therea 

Pfai.  ciii.  and  capable  to  render  the  duties  of  piety,  gratitude,  an 
willing  obedience  fiutable  thereto  ;  Rational  beings,  iah 
an  Ethnic  philofopher,  are  the  fons  of  God,  becaufe  th 
only  are  naturally  Jit  to  converje  with  God,  being  conjoim 
to  him  by  participation  of  reafon  ^  :  and  thus  indeed  eve 
the  Pagan  theologers,  commonly  from  primitive  genen 
tradition  we  may  fuppofc,  did  conceive  the  Supreme  Gc 
to  be  the  Father  of  the  gods,  (intending  not  fuch  gods  1 
were  of  man's  devifing,  creatures  deified  by  the  flattery  c 
fondnefs  of  the  vulgar,  but  of  higher  rank,  anfwering  to  on 
angels,  wliom  they  fuppofed  as  to  approach  in  excelleac 
of  nature  neareft  to  God,  fo  to  have  derived  their  beii 
from  him,  and  to  attend  conftantly  upon  him,  partakii 


b  "Or*  »9ivttv?^9  ftitav  rmSrei  iri^vzi  rif  ©»*  rm  fuii»9ar^«^t  nark  rtt  Xiytfi 
trttrktyfittx.    Arr.  EpiQ»  i.  g» 
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of  hb  f^ry,  and  obfervmg  his  pleafure;)  whence  Divdm  SBRM. 
peieff  Fhiker  of  the  gods,  is  a  common  periphraiis,  or  title      X' 
rf  God  among  them ;  and  particularly  in  the  Timeeus  of 
FlatD  there   is   an  oration,  which   he   reprefenteth  God 
mking  unto  thofe  creatures  prefently  upon  their  crea- 
tiDO)  beginning  thus;  O  ye  chief  godsy  of  whom  I  am  iheBft^tZt, 
Aimwr  and   Father:  conceminir  which  jrods  that  which *^''*?^^'^; 
kctn  lay,  he  pretendeth  to  deduce  from  ancient  original  n— 
HadBtion.     But  to  come  nearer  to  our  more  particular 
tfoftoemment. 

3*  God  is  the  Father,  in  a  more  efpecial  manner,  of 
flUkind :  Have  we  not,  faith  the  Prophet,  one  Father pMal.w,  lo. 
h§tk  not  one  God  created  us  P  and  Adam  is  called  the  Jon  Luke  iii. 
ff  Ood,  the  genealogy  of  all  men  terminating  in  him ;  ^^' 
Mi,  We  are  all  God's  offspring,  faith  St.  Paul :  we  are  fo,  abs  zvii. 
far  that  his  hands  made  and  fajhioned  our  bodies;  and  for  j^[^ 
that  h^  farmed  ourfpirit  within  us,  as  the  Prophet  fpeak-  Pf.  caLxzix. 
idi.    He  made  us  after  his  own  image,  fo  as  figntdly  to  ^.chf xii. 
rqMefeiit  and  refemble  himfelf,  in  properties  of  nature,  and  i« 
in  eminence  of  condition  ;  in  this  great  family  of  viiible,^/ 
creatures  he  hath  afligned  unto  us  the  principal  ftation,^<="-*-^^- 
fi)  that  other  creatures  there  are  but  as  fervants  waiting 
OD  iu ;  we  are  as  children,  depending  only  on  him ;  he 
kith  (hewed  an  efpecial  tendemefs  of  afred:ion  and  good- 
will toward  us,  in  providing  for  us  all  manner  of  needful 
filflBlianee  atid  comfortable  accommodation ;  continually 
Witehlng  over  us  for  our  good,  and  holding  us  up,  as  the  pfai.  Uzi. 
F&lnuft  fpeaketh,yrowi  our  mother* s  womb  ;  beftowing  on^* 
m  good  education^  (inflru£ting  us  by  the  light  of  nature, 
<lf^i£iates  of  natural  reafon  and  confcience,  by  civil  con- 
^iffiitjon,  by  the  precepts   of  wife  men,  and  examples 
of  virtuous  perfons,  by  providential   encouragements  to 
gMMl,  and  determents  from  evil;  together  with  the  fe- 
Mt  Dirhifpers,  advices,  and  motions  of  his  grace;)  bearing 
iMtbexceflive  patience  our  infirmities,  mifcarriages,  and  of- 
Anoes;  uiing  feafonable  and  moderate  chaftifements  to  re- 
claim us  from  bad  courfes  to  thofe  which  our  duty  and 
our  advantage  do  require :  in  (hort,  all  God's  dealings  and 
demeafiof  toward  mankind  do  argue  in  him  a  paternal  re- 
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SERM.  gard  thereto :  whence  even  the  blind  Heathens  dilcerned 
^-       and  acknowledged  this  general  relation  of  God  to  men; 
Hor.Carm.  ^"^9  Gentis  humancB  Pater,  atque  cuftos^  (O  Father^  ant 
i.  n.  Epia.  keeper  of  mankind  /)  was  an  invocation  fuitable  to  their 
notion  concerning  him  :  from  him  they  deduced  our  oii- 
^nal ;  to  him  they  afcribed  the  formation  of  our  bodies, 
ib  full  of  wonderful  artifice ;  from  him  they  affirm  our 
fouk  to  be  extraded ;  from  his  goodnefs  and  care  they 
fuppofed  all  the  conveniences  of  life  which  we  enjoy  to  be 
Charior  eft  derived ;  they  conceived  him  to  bear  a  kind  afie£iion  unto 
quam  fibi.'  man,  and  to  have  a  conftant  care  over  him  ;  as  by  many 
exprefs  teftimonies  might  be  (Iiewed,  and  from  their  prao> 
tices  evidently  may  be  inferred  ^. 

4.  Farther,  yet  more  efpecially  God  is  the  Father  of  all 

good  men ;  fuch  a  relation  being  yet  built  upon  hig^ 

Bonus  vir   grounds   and  refpeflsj  for  as  good  they  have  another 

nemo  eft.    original  from  him  ;  virtue  fpringeth  in  their  hearts  from  t 

Sett,  Bpifi,  heavenly  feed ;  that  emendation  and  perfection  of  nature 

1  Pet.  i.  23.  is  produced  by  his  grace  enlightening  and   quickening 

them  :  they  are  images  of  him,  refembling  him  in  judg" 

mcnt  and  difpofition  of  mind,  in  will  and  purpofe,  in  aftion 

and  behaviour ;  the  which  refemblances  do  argue  them  to 

be  the  fons  of  God,  and  indeed  do  conftitute  them  fuch ; 

Mitt.  V.      for.  Love  your  enemies^  faith  our  Lord,  llefs  thofe  thai 

*  curfe  you,  do  good  to  thofe  that  hate  your^that  you  may  he 

Luke  vi.     thejhns  of  your  Father  in  heaven ;  and,  Love  your  enemies, 

and  do  good,  and  lend,  expeiiing  nothing  thence  ;  and  ycnr 

reward  Jhall  be  great,  and  ye  Jhall  be  the  fons  of  the  Mojl 

High,    Imitation  of  God  in  goodnefs  and  beneficence  doth| 

we  fee,  found  a  filial  relation  unto  God :  to  fuch,  God 

anfwerably  doth  bear  a  paternal  kindnefs  and  compaffion; 

Pfal.  ciii.    for.  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  fo,  faith  the 

*'•  Pfalmift,  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him.     He  in  all 

Hcb.  xii.  7.  refpefts  dealeth  with  them  as  with  his  children ;  00$  uUus 

vpoar^epsTM,  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  fpeaketh  ;  he 

teacheth  and  guideth  them  with  wholefome  advice  upon 


c  Omncs  li  ad  primam  origincm  rcvocentur,  a  Diis  funt.     Stn,  Ep,  44. 
A  nature  divina  hauftos  animos^  et  delibutos  habemos.     Cic»  it  Div,  i. 
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Sons;  for,  fFhal  man  is  he  that  fearetk  the  Lord P  SEKV. 
U  he  teach  in  the  way  thai  hejhall  choofe ;  and>  The       X. 
a  good  man  are  ordered  by  Ike  Lord :  he  gently  re-  p,y  j,^^ 
and  correfieth  them ;  IVham,  Cailh  the  Wife  Man,  >a-  "ix-rii. 
eth  he  corre&etk,  even  as  a  father  the  /on  in  whom  p^,.  jii. 
kteth :  he  maintaineth  them  with  all  needful  fufte-  '^' 
nd  accommodation  without  their  care  or  trouble ; 
e  no  care,  {aith  o}iT  S^viourfjaying,  ff''halJhaUwet4tu,yi. 
Whatjkall  we  drinh?  or,  WkerewUkalfltall  we  he"-  '"■  "* 
'—for  your  heavenly  Father  knoweth  that  ye  have 
all  tkefe  things;  he  fo  knoweth  and  confidereth  it, 
ovide,  that  there  Jhall  not  he,  as  the  Plklmill  affirm-  PTil.  xxxir.' 
/  want  unto  them  that  fear  him:  he  protedeih^^xvh.  11. 
om  all  danger,  fupporteth  them  in  all  diftrefs,  and 
1  them  from  all  mifchiefj  for,  His  eyes  are  open  Pf.  xxiju. 
e  righteous — to  deliver  his  foul  from  death,  and  to    ' 
n  alive  in  famine ;  he  keepeth  all  his  bones,  fo  that  PT.  xiiir. 
them  is  broken — though  he  fall,  hefhall  not  utterly^"'  *"'"• 
iown,for  the  Lord  upholdeth  lam  with  his  hand; it- 
re  his  affiiQions,  but  the  Lord  deliverelh  him  out  ofPf.ixxii. 
ch  paternal  aSedions  doth  God  bear,  fuch  pater- 
doth  he  exerclTe,  toward  good  men }  the  which 
gan  wife  men  did  apprehend  ;  of  whom  one  thus 
th  himfelf;  God,  faith  he,  hath  a  fatherly  mintf  Panium 
good  men,  andflrongly  loveth  them— between  them  ^^^'" 
i  there  is  afriendfliip  which  virtue  doth  conciliate;  bancs  vinn 
^p,  do  I  fay?  yea,  a  kindred  andJimilitude;for  that  '^'^^fat- 
man  is  God's  difciple  and  imitator,  and  his  ^nie  tit"  uiui. 
gf  whom  that  magnificent  Father,  no  foftly  exa&er  Sn.  Jt  Pn. 
e,  doth,  after  the  manner  offevere  parents,  educate'''^-  •■  ** 

Te  may  farther  obferve,  that  God  in  his  proceed- 
th  men,  whereby  he  particularly  defigneth  to  con- 
mi  within  bounds  of  duty,  and  thereby  t^lead 
ito  ha^Jpinefa,  dellghteth  to  reprefent  himfelf  uii- 
obliging  and  endearing  relation  :  thus  he  did  in 
to  his  ancient  people  upon  all  occafiona  exprefs 
;  fVhoareIfraelites,whofe  is  the  adoptionflkith  SUKota.i'.*- 
«4 
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[.  I'aul,  rcckouiiig;  this  as  the  lirll  of  tliofe  privileges  whidi 
appertain  to  the  Jews  :  it  was  the  conuiiillion  to  MoTm) 

"ThmJIialtJay  ujilo  Pkarao/i,  Thus  faith  ihe  Lard,  //>aoI»; 
my  Jon,  even  mi/ firflhorn  ;  aod  I  fay  uulo  tkee,  Let  nj 
f'jn  go,  that  lie  mat/ferve  me:  Mofes  alio,  foreCedng  how 
that  people  would  miibeharc  tliemfclves,  doth  thus  r^ 
God's  name  expotlulale  with  them;  Da  you  thus  teqtal^ 

'*■  the  Lord,  O  fooli/h  people  and  uswife  P  U  not  he  thy  F*J 
ther  that  bought  thee  P  hath  he  not  made  thee,  and  ejiui 
bliflied  ihccP  Of  the  Rock  that  begat  thee  thou  art  unrnittl^ 
ful,  and  haji  forgollen  God  that  formed  thee :  David  s^SK 
thus  addrelVeth  hiinlelf  to  God  in  their  behalf ;  Bleffed  iqj 
thou.  Lord  God  of'  Ifrael  cttr  Father,  for  ever  and  et>trM 
timir,  0  Lordjis  the  greainefs,  and  the  power,  and  tkegktyiA 

icaiid  the  viiiory,  and  the  majejly :  and,  Doul/tlefs,  ^ik^ 
'  Ifaiah,  Ihoit  art  our  Father,  though  Abraham  be  ignorant  ^ 
Jis,  and  Ifrael  acknowledge  Ui  not;  thou,  O  Lord,  art  m 

■    Father,  our  Redeemer;  thy  name  is  from  everliijiing:  \ 
am,  faith  God  in  Jeremiah,  a  Father  to  Ifrael,  and  Ephn 
It  iny  fiiftborn  ;  h  Ephratm  my  dear  fon,  is  he  a  plea/ia 
dtild}-  he  is,  the  LXX,  render  it,  In  way  of  allerlioD,  n 
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ihe ]ierfbrmflncet  of  <Sod  toward  us, and  in  our  behalf,  are  S£RM. 
if  iatik  a  nature,  and  are  fet  out  in  fuch  terms,  as  do      ^- 
jmmd  and  import  this  relation :  for,  ^ 

I.  The  reception  of  a  believer  into  the  participation  of 
liepnvileges  and  advantages  which  Chriftianity  tendereth, 
•  lenned  ubdio-la,  the  making  him  a  fon;  the  adoptingGal.  iy.  5. 
hon  into  God's  fieunily,  the  conferring  upon  him  the  title  jj^^ig*'  ^' 
Md  quality  of  God's  child ;   together  with  the  internal  ^^n.  riii. 
fi^Kjfitioo  of  mind,  and  the  liberty  of  accefs  and  inter- 
eoorfe,  which  do  fuit  that  relation :  tVhofoever,  faith  St.  John  i.  14. 
Uio,  did  receive  Am,  to  them  he  gave  the  power  (or  pri- 
lilege)  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  even  to  them  who  be^ 
heed  in  his  neane:  and.  Ye  are  all,  (kith  St.  Paul,  the  fons  Gal.  Hi.  26. 
ff  God  by  fadih  in  Chri/l  Jefus  ;  that  is,  by  fincerely  em- 
tndng  Chrifljanity:  and.  Behold,  iieuth  St.  John  again,  1  John  in.  1. 
what  mamer  of  love  the  Father  hath  given  us,  that  we  ^^J"^'  "^' 
fkmid  be  called  the  Jons  of  God :  and.  Ye  have  not  received  j^om.  vUi. 
tke^irii  offervitude  unto  fear,  but  ye  have  received  ihe^^'  .    ^ 
f^irii  of  adoption,  by  which  we  cry,  Abba,  Father ;  that  is, 
Vf  which  in  our  prayers  with  humble  ailedion  we  freely, 
OMfidently,  and  readily,  according  to  our  Saviour's  inititu- 
tion,  do  iay.  Our  Father. 

a.  That  renovation  of  our  nature,  and  qualifying  our 
ttads,  as  the  Gofpel  prefcribeth  and  requircth,  is  called 
ngeneradon,  a  new  creation,  a  new  birth,  the  begetting  a 
Mr  man  within  u$i  If  a  man  be  not  bom  from  above,  ^  John  iiu  3. 
mmoijee  the  hingdom  of  God;  that  is,  he  cannot  be  a  good 
Chtiftian:  Whoever  is  begot  of  God  doth  not  Jin;  that  is,  good  1  John  Hi. 
Ckriftians  do  not  live  in  a  courfe  of  difobedience :  JVe  are^^y^  ^^  ^^^ 
■Ml  wohifMi,  God*s  work,  or  production,  being  created  in 
Ckrift  Jefus  to  good  works :  Ye  have  been  taught — to  put  on  Eph.  iv. 
Aenewman,  that  is  created  according  to  the  image  of  God^Yr^ii  10. 
«  fighteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.    In  fuch  terms  is  the 
tSe&  of  the  Chriftian  difpenfation  upon  our  hearts  and 
lives  delcribed ;  and  that  with  the  greateft  reafon  ]  for  no 
aft  of  God  toward  us  can  be  more  fatherly,  than  working 
m  us  by  his  grace  the  principles  of  Chriftian  life,  and  the 
pni&ices  fpringing  from  it ;  nothing  doth  nearer  advance 
ss  to  a  fimilitude  with  God,  and  a  participation  of  the  Di"  2  Pet-  i«  «• 
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SERM.  ^i^  nature;  nothing  doth  conciliate  from  Grod  a  mor 
X.       tender  aflfeAion  to  us^  or  worketh  in  us  a  more  dudfb 
""""""""^^  afTdRion  toward  him,  anfwerable  to  this  relation,  than  dot! 
a  hearty  compliance  with  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel. 

3.  The  refurrc£Uon  of  good  Chriftians  after  death  U 

a  better  ftate  of  life,  their  entering  into  iounortal  l^ 

and  glory,  is  worthily  ftyled  iroXiyyiyfo-Me,  a  being  geoO" 

rated  and  bom  again;  whereby  they  receive  from  God 

another  more  excellent  life  and  ftate  of  bdng,  more  like 

iJoh.iii.2.and  conformable  to  God:  for,  fVe  know,  laith  St.  Jdii^ 

that  if  he  Jhall  appear^  (or,  that  when  he  {hall  appear,  sf 

1  Cor.  XT.   fome  copies  read  it,)  we  Jhall  be  like  him  ;  and ,  Asy  fidtli 

^^'  St.  Paul,  we  have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthly  (Adam,) 

%Cox.\\u\%.  we  Jhall  alfo  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly:  IVeJIuM^ 

Phil.iii.2i.£jj^j^  he,  be  metamorphofed,  or  transfigured,  into  the  fame 

Luke  XX.    image :  and.  They,  faith  our  Saviour,  which  Jhall  be  m^ 

Miitt.^xix.   <^ounted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world,  and  the  re/urre6tion  tf 

2«.  the  dead — are  the  fons  of  God,  being  the  fons  of  the  re/uT" 

reSiion :  that  ftate  of  blifs  is  therefore  ftyled  a  portion  or 

inheritance,  allotted  to  fons,  and  confequent  upon  fuch  a 

Gal.  iv.  7.  relation  :  If  fons,  faith  St.  Paul,  then  heirs  ;  heirs  of  Gad, 

Rom.viii.   ^^^  coheirs  with  Chrift,  receiving  the  reward  and  promifo 

Col.  iii.  24.  of  an  eternal  inheritance :  BleJfed  be  the  God  and  Father 

1  Pet.  i.  0,  ^f  ^^^  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  faith  St.  Peter,  who  according  t9 

^'  his  abundant  mercy  hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a  livehf 

hope  by  the  refurretlion  of  Jefus  Chrififrom  the  dead,  to  on 

inheritance  incorruptible,  and  undejiled,  and  thatfadeth  not 

away,  referved  in  heaven  for  us. 

4.  I  might  adjoin,  that  Chriftian  men  do  become  the 
fons  of  God  by  the  intervention  of  our  Saviour,  aflTuming 
Phil.ii.  7-  our  nature,  and  conforming  hinifelf  to  the  likenefs  d 
Rom.  viii.  men ;  whereby  he  becomes  the  Jirjibom  of  many  bre* 
g2a\.  thren:  God,  faith  St.  Peiul,  fen  t  forth  his  Jon,  born  of  a  wO' 
*»  5-  man,  that  we  might  receive  the  privilege  of  being  made 

Hth,  Vi.  11  Jons  :  and.  Children,  faith  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews, 
**•  partake  ofjlejh  and  blood  ;  whence  (as  he  meaneth  to  in- 

fer) our  Lord  being  the  Son  of  God,  we  upon  conjunAion 
of  nature  with  him,  and  as  his  brethren,  become  alfo 
fuch :  he  farther  intimateth,  that  upon  this  fcore  we  do 
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fafpafs   angels  themfelves;  for  that  he  took  not  on  him  SERM. 
At  nature  of  angels,  but  took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham  ;      X. 
they  were  not^  as  we,  dignified  with  a  fraternal  relation  to  Hcb.  ii.  i«. 
theSonof  God. 

In  fo  many  feveral  refpe£ts  is  God  our  Father ;  we  are 
kb  children^  as  being  his  creatures,  made,  preferved,  and 
auntained  by  him ;  as  we  are  intellectual  creatures,  be- 
iig  phced  in  degree  and  quality  of  nature  fo  near  him ;  as 
«•  by  virtue  and  goodnefs  (produced  in  us  by  his  grace) 
do  anywife  approach  him,  refemble  him,  and  partake  of 
til  fpecial  favour ;  as  we  are  Chriflians,  adopted  into  his 
kavenly  family,  renewed  by  his  holy  grace,  and  defli- 
Mled  to  a  participation  of  his  eternal  glory. 

Now  the  confideration  of  thefe  grounds,  (each  one  of 
ibein,  and  all  of  them  together,)  upon  which  this  relation 
of  God  unto  us  is  foimded,  hath  manifold  good  ufes ;  it  is 
ipt  to  inform  and  admonifh  us  concerning  many  neceflfary 
duties  refulting  from  it ;  and  to  enforce  upon  us  the  prac- 
tice of  them. 

I.  It  in  general  may  teach,  and  (hould  mind  us,  what 
Rverence,  honour,  and  obfervance  is  due  from  us  unto 
Goj)  in  equity  and  juilice,  according  to  ingenuity  and 
gniitude :  If  faith  God  in  the  Prophet,  I  be  a  Father ,  Mai  i.  6. 
viare  is  my  honour?  Our  believing  and  acknowledging 
dtii  relation  is  vain,  if  we  do  not  yield  the  refpe£ts,  and 
perform  the  duties  anfwerable  thereto.    And  if  indeed  we 

v. 

tre  obliged  to  love,  to  refpe£t,  to  obferve  thofe,  who  have 

been  the  inftruments  of  God  in  producing,  in  nourifhing, 

inbreeding  us,  how  much  more  are  we  bound  to  yield  the 

fione  to  hin^  who  principally  did,  who  continually  doth, 

beftow  upon  us  our  beings  together  with  all  the  fupports, 

the  conveniences,  the  comforts  thereof  3  from  whofe  free 

bounty  we  derive  not  only  the  benefits  of  this  tranfitory 

lib,  but  the  ineftimable  privileges  and  bleflings  relating  to 

the  fatore  incomparably  better  (late  ?  If  we  negle£t  our 

duty  fo  grounded,  may  not  Grod  juftly  expoftulate  with 

tUi  as  be  did  of  old  with  thofe  children  of  his:  Do  y6Deut.xuit. 

^  requite  the  Lord,  0  foolifh  people,  and  unwife :  Is  he  ^'^^' 

^tky  Father^  who  bought  thee?  (or  rather,  who  got  thee. 
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S£RM.  0^  hxritfraTo  <n,  faith  the  Greek;  and  both  that  and  the 
^'  Hebrew  do  agree  in  expreflion  of  that  thing  with  oitf 
common  manner  of  fpeech ;)  hath  not  he  made  thee,  ani 
eftahlijhed  thee  P  It  is^  as  is  there  intimated,  a  part  of  es- 
tremc  folly,  no  lefs  than  of  injuftice  and  ingratitude,  to  £f- 
regard  and  difobey  him,  to  whom  by  fuch  bands  of  duty 
and  obligation  we  are  allied :  indeed  the  excellency  cf 
God's  nature  doth  juftly  require  honour  and  reverence  to 
him ;  his  fovereign  power  may  alfo  reafonably  extort  obei- 
dience  from  us;  but  his  paternal  benevolence  and  bene* 
ficencc  are  the  moft  obliging  grounds,  the  moft  kindly  in- 
ducements, to  the  pra£tice  of  all  piety  toward  him :  i«e 
are  fooliflily  vinworthy  in  not  being  good  on  the  other  ac- 
counts ;  in  not  being  fo  for  thcfe  reafons  we  are  moo- 
ftroufly  bafe. 

a.  This  confideration  may  inftru6):  and  admonifli  Ui 
what  we  fhould  be,  and  how  we  fhould  behave  ourfelves} 
for  that,  if  wc  be  God's  children,  it  becometh  us,  and  we 
are  obliged,  in  our  difpofition  and  demeanor,  to  referable, 
to  imitate  him :  it  is  natural  and  proper  for  children  to 
refemble  their  parents  in  their  complexion  and  countc- 

John  Tiii.  nancc ;  to  imitate  them  in  their  anions  and  carriage :  tf 
*  *  ye,  argue th  our  Lord,  ivere  Abraham's  children ,  ye  would 
do  the  ivorks  of  Abraham;  ye  would  imitate  him  in  readily 
believing  and  obeying  God :  and,  Ye,  faith  he  again,  ow 
of  your  father  the  Devil^  becaufe  ye  perform  the  Itifts  sf 
your  father;  becaufe  in  his  envious,  treacherous,  murder- 
ous difpofition  and  practice,  ye  refemble  him :  fo  if  we  be 
God's  children,  we  muf^,  according  to  St.  Paul's  exhorfa- 

Eph.  V.  1.  tion,  imitate  God,  as  dear  children ;  we  muft,.in  all  imita- 
ble  perfeftions,  fWve  to  be  like  him ;  fo  doth  the  Scripturfe 
frequently  (both  in  general,  and  as  to  particular  cafes  or 
matters)  apply  and  inculcate  this  point :  God  is  holy  add 

I  Pet. i.  14. pure,  fo  therefore  ought  we  to  be;  As  obedient  childrien^ 

failh  St.  Peter,  not  fafhionmg  yourfelves  according  to  the 

former  lufts  in  your  ignoranccj  but  as  he  which  hath  called 

you  is  hohjy  fo  be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfationl 

Phil.  ii.  16.  and,  Thaty  faith  St.  Paul,  ye  may  be  blamelefs  and  harmlefs, 
tkefom  of  God  without  rebuke,  (or  irreprehenfible  fons  of 


/  believe  in  God  the  Father.  257 

lOd,)  m  the  mi^  of  a  crooked  aiid  perverje  nation  ;  and.  Be-  SERM. 
owdy  now  are  we  thefons  of  God,  faith  St,  John,  fubjoin-       ^ 
f^^^and  every  one  that  liath  this  hope  (a  hope  grounded  1  john  iii. 
ipODy  or  fpringing  from,  fuch  a  relation)  purifieth  himfelf  ^>  ^* 
It  God  is  pure:  God  is  perfe£ily  juft  and  righteous,  thence 
IB  Kkewife  fhould  labour  to  be  fuch ;  for,  Every  one^  faith  1  John  iii. 
it  Johoy  that  doeth  righteoufnefs  is  righteous,  as  he  is  right-  ^' 
muz  God  is  perfect  in  all  goodnefs ;  fo  muft  we  endea- 
nnr  to  be,  as  our  Saviour  enjoineth  us ;  Be  ye^  faith  he.  Matt.  ¥.48. 
"hj^wre  perfeAj  as  your  Father  is  perfeft :  God  is  bounti- 
UygraciouSy  and  merciful  unto  all;  \v^e  thence  fhould  learn 
to  be  fo  alfo;  I  fay  unto  youy  (they  are  our  Saviour's  lef-  Matt.  v.  44. 
Ems  to  us,)  Love  your  enemies^  hlefs  thofe  that  cur/eyou,  do 
|iMd  to  tliofe  that  hMe  you,  and  pray  for  thofe  who  defpite^ 
ftihf  ufe  yoUf  and  perfecute  you ;  that  ye  may  be  the  chil* 
inn  of  your  Father  which  is  in  lieaven  ;  for  he  maketh  his 
jfai  io  rife  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  andfendeth  rain  on 
Aejuft  and  on  the  urguft :  and  again ;  Love  your  enemies,  Luke vi.  95. 
^9  good,  and  lend,  hoping  for  nothing  again;  and  your  re- 
ward Jhall  be  great,  and  ye  fkall  be  the  children  of  the 
Uigkeft^for  he  is  kind  to  the  unthankful  and  to  the  evil; 
h  ye  therefore  merciful,  as  your  Father  alfo  is  merciful.    So 
ut  we  admonxihed  by  the  holy  wnriters  of  our  engage- 
meats  to  be  good  on  this  account.    And  reafon  indeed 
llieweth  this  relation  to  be  inconfiftcnt  with  our  being 
oiherwile ;   for  fimilitude  only  can  preferve.  cognation ;  t;  ifimt 
^ingB  very  unlike  become  formally  different  in  kind  and  t'IJ!I!!,S7iir«. 
oature  thereby ;  diverfity  of  manners  fignify  a  difference  P^"*'*  ^'^ 
b  blood:  if  therefore  we  be  clofely  affixed  to  material'"^* 
dttngSy  or  pronely  addicted  to  brutift  plealures,  how  can 
na  be  the  children  of  him,  that  is  purely  (piritual,  altoge- 
ther inteUeftual  ?  If  we  be  fierce,  hardhearted,  unmerci- 
M,  or  uncharitable,  how  can  we  claim  kindred  with  him, 
wbo  is  all  love,  and^  benignity,  aU  munificence  and  mercy  ? 
tbve  can  be  no  affinity  in  relation,  where  there  is  fuch  a 
diffimilitade'  in  nature :  God  alfo  cannot  deal  with  us  as 
diildren,  cannot  affe£t  or  like  us,  if  we  do  not  refemble 
him ;  he  can  only  love  good  men,  and  the  moft  certain 
tpmspiov  (the  moft  perfect  rule,  the  moft  evident  mark)  by 
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SBRM.  extremely  fond  are  we  if  we  be  raifed  in  Ourcoooeili* 

^'       arc  ambitious  of  reputation,  upon  the  fcore  oi  any  fnA 

I  Cor.  iv.  7.  things  ?  for,  IVho,  as  the  Apoftle  invincibly  difcoiirfstll^ 

made  thee  to  differ  P  what  haji  thou  that  thou  didft  notnt^ 

ceive  ?  and  if  thou  hq/l  received  ity  why  dq/l  thou  glorgf  et 

if  thou  had/i  not  received  it  f  To  him  alone,  who  ia  tho 

Author  and  Donor  of  all  good  things ;  to  the  Fountain  of 

Jam.  i.  ]  7.  all  power,  all  joy,  all  bleflings ;  to  the  Father  of  lights^  Jnm 

i^Chronf    whom  every  good  and  perfeSt  gift  drfcendeth;  all  praiie  adi 

Mix.  14,    glory  is  due. 

5.  This  coniideration  flieweth  us  the  realbn  we  have  ta 
fubmit  endrely  to  the  providence  of  God,  with  contented- 
nefs  and  acquiefcence  in  every  condition :  for  feeing  we 
Plat,  in      are  God*s  pojfejfionsy  (0f  v  xn^/xara,  as  Plato  calleth  ns,}  he 
^^^'       having  made  us  whatever  we  are,  according  to  all  a»" 
counts  and  capacities,  whether  as  men  by  his  comnMD 
providence,  or  as  Chriftians  by  his  efp^ial  grace;  B0 
furely  hath  the  bed  right  and  title  that  can  be  upon  us^ 
he  may  juftly  difpofe  of  us  and  ufe  us  as  he  tliinks  good; 
wc  may  well  thence  be  obliged,  according  to  the  apollo- 
1  Cor  vi.     lical  precept,  to  glorify  God  in  our  body,  and  in  ourfpiritf 
^^'  which  are  God's;  if  we  repine  at  or  complain  of  God-s 

dealing  with  us,  may  he  not  jufUy  return  to  us  that  an- 
Matt.  XX.   fwer  in  the  Gofpel,  Is  it  not  lawftilfor  me  to  do  what  I 
will  with  mine  own  ?  Shall  we  not  fuffer  God  to  order 
his  own  family  according  to  his  difcretion  and  pleafure; 
to  aflign  what  ftation,  to  allow  what  portion  he  pleafeth 
to  his  own  children,  without  our  ofience  or  difpleafure? 
Shall  we  pretend  to  know  better  than  he  what  is  fit  to  be 
done?  fhall  wc  claim  a  right  to  difpenfe  his  goods,  or 
defire  to  be  carvers  for  ourfelves?  If  it  be  imjuft  and 
unreafonable  to  do  thus,  then  in  all  reafon  we  ought  to 
be  content  in  every  (late  that  he  difpofeth  us  into,  and  ta 
undergo  patiently  whatever  he  impofeth  on  us ;  yea  we 
have  reafon  to  be  more  than  content  with  every  thing  in- 
cident, not  only  as  juftly  proceeding  from  him,  but  as 
prefumable  to  be  good  and  convenient  for  us ;  for  is  it  not 
(it  that  we  fhould  think  that  God  will  order  things  for  the 
beft  good  of  his  own  children  ?  Can  we  conceive  that  ho 
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^fDIihgly  win  hurt,  or  will  not  rather  help  them;  that  he  SERM. 
iwH  defigii  them  any  mifchief,  yea  that  he  will  eafily      ^' 
Mer  it  ?  Can  a  woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  that  Jheiu  ziu.  ]»• 
Jkomld  not  have  compajfton  on  the  fon  of  her  womb  P  Yea, 
Aegmay,  God  telleth  u»,  forget;  yet  he  will  not  forget  us: 
ixmtr  indeed  may  the  moft  tender  parents  become  un- 
mmrally  regardlefs,  fpiteful,  and  cruel  toward  their  chil- 
(bcDi  than  the  immutable  God  (who  in  his  nature  is  unex- 
ptffibly  benign  and  compafiionate)  fhall  negled  the  good 
of  his  offspring :  good  reafon  therefore  have  we  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  all  that  befalleth  us. 

6.  Particularly  this  coniideration  obligeth  us  to  be  pa- 
tieDt  and  cheerful  in  the  foreft  affliAions,  as  deeming 
them  to  come  from  a  paternal  hand,  infli^led  with  great 
ileftion  and  compaflion,  defigned  for,  and  tending  to,  our 
pod :  Thou  Jhalt,  (aith  God  to  the  Ifraelites,  cofifider  in  Deut.  viii. 
tkf  heart  J  that  as  a  man  chqfteneth  his  fon,  fo  the  Lord  thy  ^* 
M  chq/ieneth  thee:  and,  /f%,  faith  the  Apofile,  have  Aizc/Heb.  zii.9, 
fitkers  f^f  awr  flefh,  which  correfied  us,  and  we  gave  them 
tnerence :  fliall  we  not  much  rather  be  in  fubjeStion  to  the 
htktr  qffpirits,  and  live  P  For  they  verily  for  a  few  days 
^  dufiened  us  after  their  own  pleafvre  ;  but  he  for  our  profit, 
^  that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his  holinefs.  The  punifli- 
ments  inflided  on  us  by  men  may  perhaps  proceed  from 
piffion;  but  God  affuredly  never  infli£ts  any  thing  grievous 
:  flQ  us,  but  out  of  pure  good-will :  and  what  fweeter  con- 
filiation  can  there  be,  than  to  know,  that  the  moft  crofs 
lod  £ftafteful  accidents  befalling  us  do  (according  to  the 
istendon  of  him  that  bringeth  them  on  us,  and  manageth 
than)  conduce  to  our  profit,  and  fhall  in  the  event,  if  we 
io  patiently  receive  them,  and  by  our  untowardnefs  do 
not  hinder  their  ctkA,  prove  wholefomc  and  advantageous 
tons? 

7*  This  confideration  doth  alfo  (hew  tlie  reafon  we  have 
to  obey  thofe  precepts,  which  enjoin  us  to  rely  upon 
God's  providence;  /o  cqft  all  our  burden  and  care  upon Mitt«vi. 
God;  to  befolicitous  and  anxious  about  nothing  which  p^*.,  |^  ^ 


it 

; 


t   oonoerneth  our  fuftenance :  for  children  commonly  (efpe-  1 1^  ▼.  ?• 


daily  fudi  as  have  able  and  kind  parents)  do  live  altoge-  ^/i"*^"* 
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-8BRM.  tlier  void  of  care  concerning  their  maintenance,  bdi^ 
X.  aflured  that  their  parents  will  concern  themfelvea  to  po- 
vide  whatever  is  neceflary  or  convenieiit  for  them  Mod 
how  much  more  have  we  reafbn  to  live  free  of  folicitude 
in  fuch  refpcds,  who  have  a  Father  Co  infinitely  fuffiaent 
to  fupply  all  our  wants,  and  fo  tenderly  afieded  towaid 
us;  fo  ever  prefent  with  us,  and  always  vi^lant  overui; 
who  cannot  but  fee  and  know  our  needs ;  and  can  moft 
eafily  latisfy  them,  and  is  no  lefs  willing  and  ready,  if  we 

Matt.  vi.     trud  in  him,  to  do  it  ?  Do  not,  f^th  our  Lord,  take  ear|^ 

'   ''      faying.  What  Jkall  we  eat  f  or,  Wkatjhall  we  drink/  tr, 

IVherewithalJhall  u.e  he  clothed  P— for  your  heavenly  Father 

knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of  all  thefe  things.    Thelikena- 

Epift.Arr.  fon  did  even  natural  light  fuggcfl  to  aphilofophcr:  Ifi^ 
\ie,  kindred  with  Caf or, or  with  any  other  great  man  in  SatUf 
is  fufficient  to  make  a  man  live  fecurely,  without  contempt, 
and  ti'tthout  fear,  will  not  the  having  God  our  Maker  tad 
Father  and  Guardian, free  us  from  grief s  andfearsP  Itu 
extreme  in^delity  concerning  either  the  providence  of  God, 
or  his  power,  or  his  goodnefs,  (that  is,  the  pra^ical  diHielief 
of  this  point,  or  in  our  hearts  difavowing  God  to  be  our  F^ 
ther,)  which  caufeth  all  that  carking  and  diftra£lian  Ot 
mind,  that  fear  of  wants,  that  grief  for  lofles  and  dila}>' 
{X)intnicnts,  which  do  commonly  poflefs  men,  together 
witli  thofe  covetous  dcfires  and  unjud  pradices,  vidi 
which  the  world  aboundeth :  he  can  hardly  be  guilty  of 
thorn,  who  believeth  and  confidereth,  that  God  doth  tlitif 
Hand  related  and  afle3cd  toward  him. 

8.  This  conlideration  doih  more  generally  in  all  regards 
fcrve  to  breed  and  cherifti  our  fiuth,  to  raife  our  hope,  to 
quicken  our  devotion :  for  whom  {hall  we  confide  in,  it 
not  in  fuch  a  Father  ?  from  whom  can  we  expeA  good,  U 
not  from  him,  who  hath  already  given  us  fo  much,  e\'en 
ill!  that  we  have  ?  to  whom  can  we  have  recourfe  freely 
and  cheerfully,  upon  any  occalion,  if  not  to  him,  whofo 
kindly  inviteth  and  calleth  us  to  htm,  in  fo  endearii^ 
terms,  with  fo  obliging  an  appellation  i  If  we  in  anyneed, 
corporal  or  fpiritua),  requeft  fuccour  or  fupply  from  him, 
can  we  fufpe£t  that  fuch  a  Father  (fo  infinitely  vnit,  fi 
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ble,  Co  good)  will  refufe  us,  or  can  fail  us?  No;  fFliat  SERM. 
nan  is  there  of  usy  that  if  his  Jon  ajk  him  bread,  will  give      ^' 
ttm  ajlonep  or  if  he  aJk  afijh^  will  give  him  aferpent  P  If  M^tt,  vH. 
ve  then,  who  are  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  our^* '®» ^^" 
^utdren,  how  much  more  jhall  your  Father  in  heaven  give 
jjMd  things  to  them  that  aJk  him  P  So  doth  our  Saviour 
rith  moft  convincing  force  of  reafon  move  us  to  the  duty 
of  prayer,  with  faith  and  confidence  of  good  fuccefs.   St. 
Luke  hath  it.  How  much  more  Jhall  your  heavenly  Father  Luke  zi. 
ffoe  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  aJk  him  P  implying,  that,  ^^' 
^NNi  account  of  this  relation,  we  may  in  all  our  fpiritual 
needs  (if  we  do  need  light  and  direction  in  our  doubts,  or 
inength  agsdnft  temptations,  or  comfort  in  our  diftrefles) 
be  afliired  of  finding  requifite  afliftance  and  relief.    We 
ikmld  therefore,  upon  all  exigencies,  addrefs  ourfelves  to 
God,  not  with  the  fear  of  (laves,  nor  with  the  fufpicion  of 
inuigers,  but  with  difpofitions  of  heart  fuitable  to  chil- 
dren, with  a  reverent  love,  and  humble  confidence,  and 
cheerful  hope. 

9«  Laftly,  confidering  this  point  will  dire6t  and  prompt 
Qi  how  to  behave  ourfelves  towards  all  God's  creatures, 
mcording  to  their  refpe6tive  natures  and  capacities :  if 
God  be  the  father  of  all  things,  they  are  all  thence  in 
fittie  fort  our  brethren,  and  fo  may  claim  from  us  a  fra- 
tetnal  afie^on  and  demeanor  anfwerable  thereto.  Shall 
we  then  fcom,  abufe,  trample  or  tyrannize  over  any  of 
them  ?  doth  it  become  us  to  do  fo  ?  will  our  common  Fa- 
ther like  it,  or  endure  it  ?  If  we  are  all  branches  fprouting 
bom  one  (lock,  or  dreams  iffuing  from  the  fame  fource  of 
Dirine  beneficence  and  fecundity  5  if  we  are  members  of 
ODe  body,  of  one  commonwealth,  of  one  fuoiily,  we  are 
thien  furely  obliged  to  an  univerfal  benevolence;  to  be 
Und  and  compaflionate,  to  be  helpful  and  beneficial  unto 
«D,  fo  far  as  our  capacity  rcacheth ;  we  are  to  endeavour, 
u  we  can,  to  prefene  the  order  and  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  world,  and  of  all  things  in  it :  even  upon  this  fcore 
the  meaneft  of  God's  creatures  is  not  to  be  defpifed,  the 
nleft  worm  is  not  to  be  mifufed  by  us;  fince  even  it  is  the 
work  of  his  hands,  and  the  fubje£t  of  his  care,  yea  the 
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SERM.  objca  of  his  kindneft,  who,  as  the  Pfabnift  telleth  ui,ii 
good  unto  all,  and  whofe  tender  mercies  an  over  ali  Ail 


Pr.cxlv.  9,works:  but  efpecially  toward  thofe  beings,  who  accordiDg 
*^-  to  a  more  peculiar  and  cxceUent  fetife  are  entitled  the  fan 

of  our  Father,  and  to  whom  we  are  more  ncarlj  allied  by 
our  better  part,"*  (that  Divine  breath,  which boUi they ind 
we  drew  from  God,)  toward  all  intelle^hial  bunga,  we  do 
leam  hence  our  refpe£tive  duties !  of  love  and  refpeft  to- 
ward thofe  our  elder  brethren,  the  angels,  (thofe  of  thcfl^ 
which  have  not  degenerated  from  their  nature,  and  spa- 
flatized  from  their  dutyj)  of  charity  and  good-will  towud 
each  other;  "which  if  we  do  not  maintain,  we  may  confidcf 
that  we  thereby  are  firft  undutifiil  and  unkind  to  God  nir 
common  Father,  and  then  even  to  ourfelvea ;  we  do  hate 
and  harm  both  God's  relations  and  our  own  (God's  chil- 
dren, and  our  brethren)  by  hating  or  harming  any  mil 
whatever;  efpecially  any  good  man,  any  Chriftian  bro- 
ther ;  who  by  other  more  peculiar  bands  is  Ib^tly  tied  to 
us ;  who  upon  fo  many  better  and  higher  accounts  lUnd- 
eth  related  unto  God,  and  to  ourfelves  ^  Ariftotle  laith, 
that  all  men,  upon  grounds  of  natural  cognation  and  Smi* 
litudc,  are  naturally  friends  to  one  another  b  ;  much  moie 
are  all  good  men  fo  by  participation  of  a  more  excellent 
nature,  and  by  a  nobler  refemblance ;  whence  it  is  St. 
Bom.  xii.  Paul's  precept  to  Chriftians,  that  they  Should  be  vj  ^iA«- 
Ukfix,  t'li  (tXA^Aeu;  fiXoftpyai,  that  they  ihould  liear  a  no- 
tnrai  affeSiion  each  to  other  in  brotherly  love:  Chrillian» 
are  in  a  more  peculiar  and  eminent  manner  ftyled  bre- 
thren ;  and  that  charity,  which  in  refpcfl  to  others  i» 
called  philanthropy,  (or  humanity,)  in  regard  to  them  is 
named  phila^phy,  (or  brotherly  affe^ion :)  hence  to  per- 
form all  fraternal  offices  toward  every  Chriflian,  to  willa 


'  Si  ab  uno  Deo  inrpiiali  omncs,  ct  immati  fumus,  quid  aliud  quam  Eil- 
tres  fumus,  et  quidem  conjunfliorcs  quod  animis,  quant  qui  Mrporibuj  :  ergo 
pro  bclluii  imnianibus  habendi  funi,  ijui  hominibus  nocenl.     LaH,  i.  6. 

'  -Ajf««)f.,  i(  itVif  t!  ii,\fS  r.,  !,  Sx"  A''"  <rth'^'-     SpiO.  Arr.  I.  13. 

I  Oi'sirn  am  ■•9^«|  i^firf,  tai  f'-y-t:     Ar'ijt,  Elk.  viii.  i. 
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and  eamefUy  to  promote  his  good,  to  com-  SSRM. 
:   and,  as  we   are   able,  to  relieve  his  e^^  to      *' 
infirmities,  and  to  comport  with  unkindnefles 
,  and  the  like  duties,  are  incumbent  on  us^  as  pe- 
our  profellion. 

are  the  principal  ufes  which  the  (»mlideration  of 
t  fuggefleth.  Now  God  Almighty,  the  great 
'  all  things,  and  efpecially  our  gracious  Father  in  0 
us,  grant  that  by  his  holy  grace  we  may  perform 
duty  toward  him,  (rendering  unto  him  all  love 
ence,  all  praife  and  thanks,  all  worfhip  and  obe- 
•gether  with  all  &ith  and  hope  in  him,)  that  we 
ive  ourfelves  in  all  things  as  becometh  this  rela- 
we  may  refemble  him  in  all  goodnefs,  that  we 
ill  here  continually  in  his  favour,  and  obtain 
the  blcfled  inheritance  from  him ;  this  he  of  infi- 
:y  TOuchfafe  unto  us,  through  Jefus  Chrifl  our 
whom  tor  ever  be  all  glory  and  praife.  Atnen, 
I  God  the  Father,  the  Creator,  Prefrrver,  and  Go- 
all  things,  the  Author  and  Donor  of  all  good ;  to 
'on,  the  Redeemer  of  all  the  world,  and  fiundation 
ilual  hleffings ;  to  God  ike  Holy  Gkofi,  thefotm- 
l  true  goodnefi,joy,  and  comfort,  be  for  ever  and 
lory  and  prai/e.    Amen. 


Cbe  JTatiiec  aitntgfits. 
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Rev.  xi.  17, 

0  Lord  God  Almighty* 

SERM.  Every  attribute  of  God  is  a  proper  and  ufefiil  objcft 
^^'      of  our  confideration  ;  as  being  apt  to  mind  us  of  our  du- 
ty, and  to  excite  us  to  the  praftice  thereof;  to  beget  b 
us  thofe  difpofitions  of  mind  (that  love  and  reverence  to- 
ward God,  that  faith  and  hope  in  him)  which  we  ought  to  ^ 
have  5  and  to  draw  from  us  real  performances  of  obedi-  -, 
ence  to  him :  each  of  them  doth  ground  obligations  to  : 
piety,  and  yieldeth  arguments  to  the  pra6Uce  thereof;  to 
which  purpofcs,  that  confidering  this  divine  attribute,  Al' 
mighty,  (mentioned  in  our  text,)  doth  much  avail,  and  that 
it  therefore  well  defcrvcth  to  be  prefled  upon  us,  will  ap- 
pear more  diftinftly  from  the  application  we  (hall  make 
thereof :  at  prefent  we  may  perceive  how  coniiderable  it 
is,  by  obferving  in  grofs  ;   i.  That  it  is  frequently  in  holy 
Scripture  fingled  forth,  as  molt  proper  to  God ;  as  moft 
fully  expreflive  of  his  glorious  excellency  and  majefty; 
particularly  the  moft  illuminate  minifters  of  God's  praife^ 
Ifa.  vi.  3.    the  feraphims  in  Ifaiah,  the  four  wights  (or  living  crea- 
Rcv.  iv.  8.  t^ires)  in  this  book ;  and  the  twenty-four  elders  in  this 
place,  do  therefore  ufe  it.     2.  It  is  that  attribute,  which 
is  alone  moft  cxprefsly  fet  down  in  our  Creed,  as  efpecially 
ncccflary  to  be  believed  and  confidered  :  we  fay  therein, 

3  briwtic  \\\  dDoa  tl)C  i^atBet  aimigBtp.    3.  it  is  that 
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lib  which  we  daily  addrefs  our  devotions  unto  God;  in  SERM. 
IT  prayers  we  fay.  Almighty  and  moji  merciful  Father  ;  in  ^^- 
ir  pradfes  we  cry,  Holyj  holy^  holy^  Lord  God  Almighty^ 
r  (which  is  the  fame)  Lord  God  of  Sabaoih,  It  feems 
lerefore  fit  and  ufefiil,  that  we  fliould  well  underftand  the 
roper  and  full  meaning  thereof,  together  with  the  obli- 
;ations  grounded  thereon,  and  the  inducements  it  afibrd- 
th  to  good  pra&ice;  that  fo  when  we  hear  it  ufed  in 
knipture,  when  we  profefs  to  believe  it,  when  we  apply  it 
0  God  in  our  devotions,  we  may  fo  reflet  thereupon,  as 
o  be  admoniihed  of  our  duty,  and  moved  to  the  perform- 
mce  thereof.     Firft  therefore  I  will  endeavour  fomewhat 

0  expUuii  it;  then  fhall  make  a  pra&ical  application 
liereof. 

The  title,  epithet,  or  attribute  iravTOxpaTtopf  which  we 
lining  no  other  word  more  properly  and  fully  to  exprefs 
t)  do  render  Almighty,  or  omnipotent,  is  frequently  in  a 
Banner  peculiar  and  chara£leriftical  afcribed  to  God :  the 
lie  thereof  in  the  New  Teftament  is,  by  citation  or  imita- 
ioD,  transferred  from  the  Greek  of  the  Old,  where  it 
crveth  to  exprefs  thofe  two  famous  and  ufual  names  of 
jody  Sabaoth  and  Shaddai :  efpecially  it  anfwereth  to  the 
Qnner;  for  the  latter  is  only  rendered  thereby  in  fome 
laces  of  the  book  of  Job:  but  the  former,    Saiao/A,''^^^'" «"- 
when  interpreted  and  not  left  in  its  own  found,)  is  con-  IlLs't^* 
lantly  rendered  warroxpiroop,  I  call  Sabaoth  a  name  of  God;  *^^^^^r' 
or  that  it  is  fo,  it  i^m  feveral  places  exprefsly  affirmed ;  as  SiSj/i,  Hb. 

1  Jeremiah ;  Their  Redeemer  isjlrong,  Jehovah  Sabaoth  w  j^,  j^  g^^ 
iiname:  and  in  Ifaiah;  For  they  call  themfelves  of  theUdi.xiviVu 
fjf  city,  andjlay  themfelves  upon  the  God  of  Jfrael;  t/te^' 

ard  qfko/is  is  his  name :  and  in  Amos  ;  He  thatformethAmo%  it. 
\e  mountains,  and  createth  the  tvind,  and  declareth  unto  ^^' 
\an  what  is  his  thought — Jehovah  Elohei  Sabaoth  is  his 
fme,  (from  a  fort  of  Jove,  called  Ziu§  Zotfifiaa-ios,  men-ciccro,Ari- 
oned  in  fome  Pagan  writers,  was,  as  fome  critics  fuppofe,  ^F}^'^^' 
sduced.)    Now  as  all  the  names  and  appellations  of  GodDiis  s.  cap. 
e  fignificant,  and  denote  fome  perfeftion,  or  fome  prero-  ^' 
Ltive  belonging  to  him,  (as  Jehovah  fignifieth  his  felf- 
bfifience,  independency,  immutability,  and  eternity ;  Elo" 

R  4 


248  The  Father  Almighty. 

SERM.  Atm  his  omnipotence ;  SAa^Uai  his  all-fufEciency ;  jUamd 
^^'     his  fupreme  dominion  and  authority,)  fo  doth  this  name 

'  or  title,  Sabaothy  primitively  feem  to  import  God*8  univerfid 

condud  and  managery  of  all  creatures  :  for  all  things  in 
the  world,  as  being  ranged  in  a  goodly  and  convement 
order,  (like  an  army  marching  in  array,  or  marfhalled  to 
battle,)  are  called  armies,  or  Sabaoth.    Thus-^  (after 


Gen.  ii.  i.  hiflory  of  the  creation  it  is  faid,)  The  heatfens  and  earth 
werefinifliedi  and  all  the  hoji  of  them,  {rof  x^/m^  muvrnff 

Pfil.  xxxiii.  all  the  furniture,  or  all  the  battalion  of  them  :)  and,  Bjf 
the  word  of  the  Lord  were  tlie  heavens  made,  faith  the 

Pf.  ciii.  31.  Pfalmift,  aTid  all  the  hojl  of  t/iem :  and,  Blefs  the  Lord  all 
ye  his  hq/ls,  ye  minifters  of  his,  that  do  Ids  pleafure  ;  that 
is,  all  creatures  which .  are  fubje£l  to  his  command,  and 

Ifa.  xl.  26.  fubfervient  to  his  will :  and.  Lift  up,  faith  Ifaiah,  your 
eyes  on  high,  and  behold  who  liath  created  thefe  things; 
that  bringeth  out  their  hoJi  by  number:  he  caUeth  them  all 
by  names,  by  the  greatnefs  of  his  might,  for  that  he  is 
Jirong  in  power ;  not  onefaileth :  where  God  is  reprefented 
to  us  as  the  general  of  an  army,  drawing  forth  and  order- 
ing his  creatures,  as  a  general  fummoneth  to  a  rendezvous, 
mudereth  and  embattleth  his  troops :  hence  this  title  of 
Sabaoth,  which  is  rendered  yFavroxpareop,  doth  feem  de- 
rived. 

But  we  need  not  deal  fo  ftridlly,  as  to  limit  the  fenfe  of 
this  word,  according  to  its  original  rife,  or  its  ufe  in  tranf- 
lation ;  but  (ince  it  hath  been  autheq|^ated  by  its  ufe  in 
the  holy  fountains  of  truth,  the  New  Teftament,  and  is 
there  ufed  fo  as  to  fignify  or  imply  the  fum  of  Divine  per- 
feftions  and  preeminencies ;  being,  as  it  feems,  fele^ed 
efpecially  for  that  purpofe,  we  may  prefume  to  take  it  in 
its  common  latitude,  for  6  frivrmv  xparalv,  or  6  iravrtov  xp«rof 
iXtov ;  according  to  which  extent,  it  may  have  various  im- 
portances, fomewhat  different ;  it   may.  accordingly  de- 
note, I.  right,  or  authority,  over  all  beings,  omni-pote/ias ; 
and,  2.  a  power,  or  ability,  to  do  all  things,  omni-potentia : 
3.  the  adtual  cxercife  of  fuch  authority,  and  fuch  power  in 
ruling  and  difpofing  all  things ;  omni-potentatus :  4.  the 
pofleflion  of  all  things ;  or  the  containing  and  holding  all 


Th§  Eaiher  Almighty.  949 

thh^  in  his  hand;  omni^teneniia,  (it  is  St.  Auguftine's  SBRM. 
wofd :)  5.  the  prefervation  or  upholding  of  all  things  in  ^I* 
their  being  and  ftate:  for  the  word  x^orav,  according  to 
its  propriety  and  ordinary  ufe,  may  infer  and  ground  all 
thefe  fignifications ;  and  according  to  them  all,  God  is 
tnily  wmmMfirmp.  Let  us  furvey  the  particulars,  and  (hew 
boiv  Gody  efpecially  in  holy  Scripture,  is  reprefented  in 
idped  to  them. 

I.  God  is  wMfToxparnp,  as  having  a  juft  right  and  au- 
tlwrity  over  all  things ;  he  naturally  is  the  fovereign  Lord 
and  Einperor  of  the  world ;  for  whatever  imaginable  rea- 1  Tim.  fi. 
km  or  ground  there  is  of  authority,  doth  in  refpe£t  to  all  ^' 
thii^  agree  unto  God.     Ariftotle,  in  his   Politics,  dif- 
oourfeth  thus :  Government  doth  aim  at  and  tend  to  the 
matuid  benefit  of  the  governor  and  governed ;  he  there^ 
fore  who  is  moft  able  and  bed  difpofed  to  provide  for 
and  procure  the  common  benefit,  is  according  to  natural 
reifon  and  juftice  (fecluding  other  confiderations  of  laws 
nd  compafts,  of  former  conftitutions,  of  prefent  pofleffion, 
lod  the  like)  to  be  the  governor ;  or  he  deferves,  and  is 
fit  to  be  fo,  and  (no  other  reafon  hindering)  becometh 
focb,  (That,  faith  the  Philofopher,  which  naturally  is  apt  t«  ImJ^. 
w  able  to  provide,  doth  naturally  rule,  and  naturally  lord"  ^^t^ 
etk :)  whence  the  foul  hath  a  right  to  govern  the  body ;  P^y  if*- 
md  men  naturally  do  rule  over  beads;  and  were  there      *'^^' 
any  fuch  perfons,  as  did  without  any  queftion  very  emi- 
nently exceed  others  m  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  to  them,  ac- 
cording to  natural  congruity,  the  government  of  others 
would  appertain;  the  common  advantage  fo  requiring: 
and  if  fuch  excellency  of  nature  be  a  foundation  of  au- 
tbority^  then  God,  who  in  wifdom  and  goodnefs  doth  in- 
comparably furpafs  all  things,  hath  afluredly  the  right  to 
govern  all :  fo  a  Pagan  author  could  difcourfe ;  There  is, 
tilth  Cicero,  nothing  better  than  God ;  therefore  it  is  ne*       ^ 
cejfary  the  world  Jhould  he  ruled  by  him  <> :  he  is  the  only  ^^^n-  «^>- 
wife,  (as  St.  Paul  telleth  us,)  and  thence  moft  able ;  he  is  Luke  zviii. 


19. 


■  Nihil  eft  prseftantius  Deo  •.  tb  eo  igitur  necefle  eft  mundum  regi.     Cic^ 
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SERM.  only  goody  (as  our  Saviour  teacheth  us,)  and  thence  mol 
^^'  apt  to  manage  all  things  for  the  general  welfare  and  beoo 
fit  of  the  world.  If  alfo  eminency  of  power  doth  qualif] 
for  dominion,  (as  it  furely  doth ;  for  that  which  cannot  h 
withilood  muft  in  reafon  be  fubmitted  to;  it  is  vain  tt 
queftion  that  authority,  which  by  force  alt€>gether  irr& 
fiftible  can  aflert  and  maintain  itfelf,)  God  hath  the  only 
right,  nothing  in  the  world  being  able  to  conteft  hii 

Pf.  ixxxix.  title ;  for.  Who  in  the  heaven  can  he  compared  unto  ih 
'  ^'  Lord?  who  among  thefons  of  the  mighty  can  be  likened  UMt$ 
the  Lord  ?  0  Lord  God  o/hq/h,  who  is  a  Jirong  Lard  lik 
unto  thee  ?  fays  the  holy  Pfalmift  contemplating  this  Di- 
vine attribute :  all  things  are  weak  and  feeble  in  comt 
parifon;  are  ahogether  in  his  hand,  and  under  his  feet; 

Jcr.  X.  10.  are  throughly  at  his  difcretion  and  difpofal :  The  lard^ 
faith  the  Prophet,  is  the  true  God,  and  the  everlqfting  Khig; 
at  his  tvrath  the  earth  Jhall  tremble,  and  the  nations  JhtU 

Pf.  ixvi.  3,  not  ic  able  to  abide  his  indig?iation :  and.  How  terrHkf 
faith  the  Pfalmifl,  art  thou  in  thy  works!  through  the 
greatnefs  of  thy  power  Jhall  thine  enemies  fubmit  themfehes 
unto  thee^—He  ruleth  by  his  power  for  ever,  his  eyes  behM 
the  nations;  let  not  the  rebellious  exalt  themfelves^ 

If  alfo  to  have  made  all  things,  and  to  prefer\'e  thenii 
doth  create  a  right  of  governing,  (as  it  muft  needs  do  fo} 
for  what  can  we  juftly  challenge  a  dominion  over,  if  not 
over  our  own  works,  over  that  which  we  continually  fceq) 
and  nourifti ;  over  that  which  altogether  depends  upon  us^ 
and  which  fubfifts  at  our  pleafure  ?)  then  well  may  the 

Rev.  iv.  1 1.  Apocalyptical  elders  thus  acknowledge  ;  Worthy  art  thou, 
0  Lordy  to  receive  glory  and  honour  and  power y  (that  is. 
to  poflefs  the  royal  n>ajefty  and  fovercign  dominion  ova 
the  world  ;)ybr  thou  haft  made  all  things,  and  for  thywH 

Rev.  V.  13. /^^  are  J  and  were  created:  well  might  every  creatun 
that  is  in  the  heaven,  and  in  the  earthy  and  under  the  earth 
and  thofe  things  which  are  in  thefea,  and  all  things  in  them 
cry  out  there;  To  him  that  fit teth  upon  the  throne  {am 
to  the  Lamb)   be  the  blejjingy  and  the  honoury  and  th 

ri  M^mvos.    gloryy  and  *  the  dominion  for  ever  and  ever  :  well  mi^ 

If.  xxxvii.  king  Hezekiah  fay,  0  Lord  of  hojis — thou  art  the  God 

16. 
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hott  alontj  ofaU  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth:  thouliq/i  made  SERM. 
and  earth  :  and  the  Levites  in  Nehcniiah ;  Thou,      X.I. 


thou,  art  tks  Lora  atone;  tnou  haft  made  heaven  aic^Neh.ix.  6. 
fmrth ;  tne  heaven  of  heavens,  with  all  tlieir  hofis  ;  tlie  earth, 
wnd  all  things  that  are  therein  ;  the  fea,  and  all  that  is 
therein;  and  thou  preferveft  them  all;  and  all  tlie  hofl  of 
heaven  worjhippeth  thee.  Thus  is  God  irayroKpaTooq ;  as  he 
ii  upon  all  imaginable  accounts,  and  according  to  all  rea- 
fenable  grounds  of  right,  the  rightful  Sovereign  of  all 
ibiqgs ;  as  he  is  Divikmque  haminHmque  poteftas,  as  the  Virg.  J£.n. 
wifeft  Poet  doth  acknowledge  and  (lyle  him. 

a.  He  is  alfo  fuch  in  regard  to  his  infinite  power,  as 
that  word  may  fignify  omnipotent.     Natural  light  afTord- 
<th  pregnant  arguments  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  power,  dif- 
^yed  in  the  conftitution  and  confervation  of  the  world ; 
b  difpofing  fo  ftupendoufly  vaft,  fo  unconceivably  van- 
Ms  creatures  into  fo  comely  and  ftable  a  poilure,  whence 
lis  eternal  power  and  divinity  are  difcenied,  as  St.  Paul  Rom  i.  ao. 
teOeth  us ;  for  he  that  could  efie£t  fo  much,  his  power 
auft  needs  be  far  greater  than  we  can  imagine  or  compre- 
Iwnd:  to  natural  light,   I   lay,  it   is    incomprehenfibly 
great,  and  exceedeth  all  definite  limits ;  but  holy  Scrip- 
ture more  clearly  and  fiilly  declareth  the  extent  of  his 
power;  aflerting,  that  it  is  not  only  in  refpect  to  our 
weak  conceit  and  narrow  capacity,  but  in  itfelf  truly  in- 
(bttte,  reaching  the  utmoft  poflibility  of  things  :  it  teach- 
dh  us,  that  whatever  is   not  contrary  to  his  nature,  or 
lo  his  eflential  perfections,  (to  his  goodnefs,  fidelity,  holi- 
ndk,  wifdom ;)  which  it  doth  not  mifbecome  him  to  do ; 
or  which  is  not  repugnant  to  the  nature  of  things  to  be 
done,  (that  is,  which  doth  not  imply  a  contradiction,  and 
thereby  is  impoffible,  and  becomes  no  obje£fc  of  power;) 
far  fuch  things  he  cannot  do,  hecavfe  he  is  omnipotent ;  Deus  prop- 
M  Sl^Auflin  acutely  fays;  he  is  able  with  perfeA  ^^^^l^^^ 
tod  £eu:ility  to  achieve  it :  there  is  among  things  good  and  poteft,  quia 
jx>ffible  nothing  fo  difficult,  but  he  can  perform  it;  nothing  cft."Xi!^* 
h  ftrong  or  ftubbom,  but  he  can  fubdue  it :  Is  any  thing  ^*^*  ^«  ^^ 
too  hard  for  the  Lord  P  faid  God  to  Abraham,  when  Sarah  Gen.  zYiii. 
fcmbled,  or  wondered  concerning  the  promife,  that  fhe  in  ^^* 
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SERM.  fo  extreme   an   age   (hould    become   fruitful:   BehoU, 
^^'      faid  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  in  his  prayer,  thou  haft  mak 
Jer.  zxxH.    ^he  heaven  and  the  earth  by  thy  great  power  and  ikjf 
i;,  «7.      Jlretched  out  arm,  and  there  is  nothing  too  hard /or  thmi 
Luke  i.  a;,  dx  aSuvoer^o-s  0e«  irwf  ^ruia*  Nothing  (that  can  be  faid^  or 
conceived,  or  performed)  Jhall  be  impojffible  to  God,  if  he 
pleafeth  to  defign  or  undertake  it,  (aid  the  angel  to  the 
blefled  Vir^n,  when  he  delivered  fo  ftrange  a  mefliige  t» 
her  concerning  an  event  fo  wonderful  and  fupematural,  ii 
our  Saviour's  conception  of  her :  that  a  rich  man  (hould 
be  induced  entirely  to  comply  with  God's  will,  and  w3- 
lingly  to  part  with  all,  our  Saviour  affirmed  exoeediiig^ 
difficult,  (hardly  any  thing  could  be  fuppofed  more  cBffi- 
cult ;  harder  it  was,  than  for  a  camel  to  pafs  through  tie 
eye  of  a  needle;)  but  to  fatisfy  his  Difciples'  fcruple  thenod 
Matu  six.  arifing,  he  fubjoins ;    IVith  men   (or   according  to  the 
^^'  common  (enfe  of  men)  this  is  impojfible,  but  to  God  M 

9  Chr.  xz.  things  are  pojffible :  In  thine  hand,  faid  king  Jehofiiaphat, 
there  is  power,  and  might,  fo  that  none  is  able  to  withftani 
thee :  and  king  Nebuchadnezzar  having  felt  an  experi- 
ment of  his  power,  and  being  returned  to  a  right  undcr- 
Dan.  iv.      (landing,  confeflTeth  thus ;  He  doeth  according  to  his  will  M 
the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  and  none  can  flay  his  hand,  or  fay  unto  him,  JVhat 
If.  xiT.  a7.  doe/l  thou  P  The  Lord  ofhojis,  faith  the  Prophet,  hath  pur- 
pofed,  and  who  Jhall  df annul  it  ?  his  hand  is  Jlretched  out, 
and  who  Jhall  turn  it  back  P  To  flop  the  fun  in  his  career, 
to  make  the  fca  (land  upon  an  heap,  to  draw  ftreams  of 
water  from  a  rock,  to  reftrain  fire  from  burning,  to  reftore 
the  blind  and  lame,  to  raife  the  dead,  to  fufpend,  thwart, 
invert  the  courfe  of  nature,  with  all  fuch  things  which 
we  fo  wonder  at,  and  term  miracles,  are  comparatively 
but  (lender,  and,  as  it  were,  perfunftory  inftances  of  his 
power  5  for  with  the  greateft  eafe,  by  the  leaft  exemon  of 
his  power,  by  a  thought,  a  look,  a  touch,  a  word,  the 
Pfal.  xviii.  greateft  things  are  performed :  He  looketh  on  the  earth, 
7>«-  and  it  trembleth;  he  toucheth  tlie  hills,  and  they  Jinoke : 

Job  ix.  5.    He  overtumeth  the  mountains  in  his  anger,  andjhaketh  the 
xxvi.  11.    earth  out  of  lier  place  :  The  pillars  of  heaven  tremble,  and 
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aftotu/hed  at  his  reproof.  Thefe  feeni  great  and  (Irange  SERM. 
of  power ;  yet  in  refpec\  to  what  he  can  do,  and      XL 
[  hitb  done,  they  are  fmall ;  for  he  at  firft  made  the  whole 
[  wodd  with  a  word  j  fo  the  hiftory  of  the  creation  ex- 
I  preflfeth  it,  and  fo  the  Pfalmift  telleth  us ;  By  the  word  o/P^l-  x»x"i- 
tke  Lord  were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hojl  of  them 
if  the  breath  of  his  mouth;  and  by  a  word  he  doth  pre- 
face it,  upholding,  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  fpeak-  Heb.  i.  3. 
dh,  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  or  by  his  power- 
fid  word  ;  and  by  a  word  he  can  deflroy  and  annihilate  all 
dttigB ;  yea  more  eaiily,  in  a  manner,  he  can  do  it,  even 
bf  his  mere  filence,  or  by  withdrawing  that  lalutary 
heath,  by  virtue  of  which  all  things  fubiift ;  Thou  hideft  pf.  civ.  90. 
iiy/oce,  faith  the  Pfahiiift,  they  are  troubled;  thou  «^i^A-'}J^**^- 
Ud^  thy  breath,  they  die  and  return  to  their  duft.    For 
«e  may  confider,  that  in  this  refpedt  alfo  God  is  all- 
powerful,  as  being  the  fource  from  which  all  power  is 
derived,  by  which  all  power  is  fuftained,  upon  which  all 
power  doth  depend ;  he  not  only  can  do  all  things  in- 
dofively,  but  exclufively,  or  fo  that  nothing  can  be  done 
without  him  :  that  of  our  Saviour,  Without  me  ye  can  (2b  John  zv. 
miUng,  is  not  only  true  in  fpiritual,  but  in  all  other  mat- 
ters: He,  as  St.  Paul  preached  at  Athens,  giveth  life  (orAaazvi}. 
being,  with  all  vital  faculties)  and  breath,  (that  is,  all^^'^"* 
natural  powers)  and  all  things  unto  all :  In  him  (or  ra- 
ther, by  him)   we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being; 
that  is,  whatever  we  are,  whatever  we  have,  whatever  we 
can  do^  doth  proceed  from  him,  doth  depend  upon  him. 
Thus  is  God  warnxpareop,  as  all-powerful* 

3.  God  is  alfo  fo,  by  reafon  that  he  doth  a£lually  exer«- 
cife  all  dominion,  and  doth  exert  his  power  continually, 
according  to  his  good  pleafure :  he  not  only  hath  a  juft 
dtle  to  govern  all  things,  and  a  perfect  ability  to  fway  in 
all  matters,  but  he  conftantly  ufeth  them :  The  Lordpttl.  citi. 
hath  prepared  his  throve  in  heaven,  and  his  kingdom  ruleth  ^^' 
wer  all :  God  is  the  King  of  all  the  earth;  God  reignethm\.  zlfih 
ei/er  the  heathen,  (or  the  nations;)   Godfitteth  upon  the"^*^* 
throne  of  his  holinefs  :  The  Lord  is  high  above  all  nations,^^,  ciiii. 
and  his  glory  above  the  heavens:  Who   is  like  unto  the^* 
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SERM.  Lord  our  God,  who  humhleth  himfelf  to  behold  the  ihmg 

•      that  are  in  heaven  and  earth  ?  It  is  indeed^  as  the  hal 

man  faith^  a  great  condefcenfion  in  Godj   that  he  wi 

vouchfafe   to  have  the  infpeftion  and  admiiuftration  C 

things  fo  much  inferior  to  him;  yet  for  the  common  goo 

1  Chron.     of  his  cfcaturcs  he  is  pleafed  to  do  it :  Thine,  faith  kiq 

xxu.   1,    David,  0  Lord,  is  the  kingdom,  and  thou  art  exalted  M 

head  above  all ;  both  riches  and  honour  come  of  thee,  am 

thou  reignejl  over  all;  in  thine  hand  is  power  and  fnigkli 

&c.     He  is  indeed  the  only  Governor,  abfolutely,  or^ 

1  Tim.  vi.  nally,  and  independently  fo ;  6  /xovoj  dwimi^,  the  only  /^ 

tentate,  as  St.  Paul  calleth  him ;  all  authority  and  ^a^m 

are  imparted  by  him,  and  fubordinate  to  him ;  from  Ul 

difpofal  and  direfUon  all  potentates  do  receive  them;  b 

his  name  and  behalf,  by  virtue  of  his  commiffion  and 

command,  as  his  delegates  and  minifters,  for  his  honoVj 

intereft,  and  fervice,  they  adminifler  any  juft  dominion  oi 

power.  It  was  Nebuchadnezzar's  doom  to  be  driven  6oni 

Inen,  until  he  did  underftand  and  embrace  this  truth,  fo 

neceflary  for  all  governors  to  know  and  confider;  that, 

Dan.iv.  25.  The  Mojl  High  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and  givetk  it 

37.        *    to  whomfoever  he  will;  that,  His  kingdom  is  an  everlq/Ung 

Pfal.  ixxv.  kingdom,  and  all  dominions Jhallferve  and  obey  him:  Pro- 

'  ^*  motion  cometh  neither  from  the  eaji,  nor  from  the  wefi,  iwi 

from  thefouth:  but  God  is  the  Judge;  heputteth  down  om^ 

Rom.  xiii.  andfctteth  up  another :   There  is  no  power  but  from  God\ 

John  xix.    ^he powers  that  are,  are  appointed  by  God:   Thejudgmeni 

11-  is  God's,  (as  Mofes  faid  in  his  charge  to  the  judges  ol 

Ifracl,)  being  exercifed  by  his  order,  and  in  his  behalf 

Rev.  xix.    Thus  IS  God  iroLVToxparoip,  as  the  only  abfolute  fovereigr 

i^ut.x  17  Lord,  the  Author  and  Fountain  of  all  juft  authority,  th 

Pf.  cxxxvi:  Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of  kings,  as  the  Scripture  oftci 

doth  ftylc  him. 

4.  God  is  alfo  vavroxparcop,  as  the  true  proprietary  am 

Gen.  xiT.    juft  pofleflbr  of  all  things.     Bleffed  be  Abraham,  faid  kinj 

Melchizedek,  of  tlie  mqft  high  God,  poffejfor  of  heaven  am 

Dcut,x,  14. earth:  and,  Behold,  faid  Mofes  to  his  people,  the  heaven 

and  the  heaven  of  heavens  is  the  Lord's  thy  God;  the  eartt 

Pfal.  xxiv.  aip^^  ^,itfi  all  that  is  therein :  and.  The  earth,  faith  th 
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iMiilmilt,  /\  the  Lord\^y  cnid  the  J'uhuj\  lhen"J';   the  u'orl<J,  SKIOI. 
and  thty  that  dwell  therein ;  for  he  liath  founded  it  npon      ^'• 
tktfeasj  and  prepared  it  upon  the  floods:  and.  The  lieavenSf  pf.  uxiix. 
iiuth be  again,  are  thine,  the  earth  alfo  is  thine;  as  for  the^^- 
worldf  and  thefulnefs  thereof  (that  is,  all  which  the  world 
oootains,  all  with  which  it  is  fumifhed  and  replenifhed,) 
Ikm  hafi  founded  them :  and,  The  fea  is  his,  and  he  madeV(,  xcv.  5. 
•f ;  and  his  hands  formed  the  dry  land.  All  things,  they  fay, 
me  th^  goods  and  poflefTions  of  God ;  proving  it  from 
lieoce,  that  he  made  them,  and  thereby  acquired  a  pro- 
fricty  in  them  :  for  there  is  no  more  evident  and  perfe£t 
gyound  of  propriety  than  this.    The  produ6ts  of  our  in- 
lendon  and  care,  the  fruits  of  our  endeavour  and  induftry, 
tftn  we  do  think  that  rcafonably  we  may  call  our  own^ 
Ind  juflly  cl^m  the  enjoyment  of:  how  much  more  he, 
Alt  by  an  ori^nal,  uncommunicated,  independent  wif- 
dom  and  power,  hath  contrived  and  produced  all  things ! 
Kom*  thence  furely  doth  refult  fuch  a  title  to  them  all^ 
dttt  the  entire  and  abfolute  difpolal  of  them  doth  apper* 
tun  to  him;  lb  that  he  may  apply  them,  as  the  potter ift.  xiv.  9. 
ioth  the  veflels  which  he  maketh,  (it  is  the  Scripture  ^^*  ®''* 
comparifon,)  to  wbat  ufe  he  thinketh  good ;  that  he  may  Jer.  xTiii. 
"fiedy  place  and  beftow  them  where  he  pleafeth ;  that  he^*^^^ ., 
any  take  them  awliy,  or  transfer  them,  when  he  feethai* 
fit :  they  can  never  be  fo  alienated  from  him,  that  the  en- 
joyment of  them  doth  not  wholly  depend  on  him,  and 
tlMit  at  pleafure  (bis  wifdom  and  goodnefs  permitting,  his 
Uuth  and  word  being  folved)  he  may  not  refume  them  to 
Inmlislf. 

5.  God  is  alfo  voyroxparco;,  as  containing  and  compre- 
>M«*^»wg  all  things  by  his  immenfe  prefence  and  infinite 
oipacity:  it  is  a  name  which  the  Jewifh  doctors  com- 
monly apply  to  God,  hamakom,  the  place,  becaufe  allC3ipDn 
tlnngs  do  fubfift  in  him ;  he  being,  as  St.  Hierome  fpeaks, 
infixed  through  all  things,  and  circumfufed  about  all 
ikings;fb  as  to  penetrate  them  within,  and  to  contain  them 
.without ;  fo  as  to  be  within  all  things  not  included,  and 
without  all  things  not  excluded:  and,  fVe  do  not,  faith  Mi- 
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SERM.  nutius  Felix,  only  live  in  the  eye,  but  in  the  bofom  ofG^* 

^^'     The  whole  world,  how  vaft  foever  it  feemeth  to  Ofur  nu^ 

row  conceit,  is  but  as  a  drop,  or  as  an  atom  of  duft,  in  fak 

ifa.  xi.  15,  hand :  Behold,  faith  the  Prophet  elegantly  and  truly,  tii 

^l'  '!^\'»    nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted  as  tie 

/mall  dii/i  of  the  balance :  behold  he  taketh  up  the  i/les  oi  m 

very  little  thing ;  all  nations  are  before  him  as  notlangf 

and  they  are  counted  to  him  lefs  than  nothing,  and  vamt/^ 

Jer.  xxiii.    and,  I  fill  heaven  and  earth,  faith  God  in  Jeremiah:  anl, 

^t;.       ...  kins'  Solomon  in  his  prayer  faith  more;  Behold,  thekea-^ 

1  Kingsviii.        o  r     J   ^  .tit 

37.  ven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  thee:  and,  fVhither,  faith  ttt> 

K.  cxxxix.  pfaimift,7aa//  /  go  from  thyfpirit?  or  whither  JhaU  I  Jbti 
from  thy  prefence  P  If  I  afcend  up  into  heaven,  tkou  0f  .^ 
there:  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold  thou  art  there:  if! 
take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the  utterm^ 
parts  of  thefea,  even  there  Jhall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  tk) 
right  hand  Jhall  hold  me. 
Col.  i.  17.       6-  Laftly,  God  is  vrayroxpaTcop  in  regard  that  he  fuflaini 
Hcb.  i.  a.    and  preferves  all  things.   IVhen,  faith  St.  Gregory  Nyflfeiv 
we  hear  the  word  iruvroxparoopy  we  under/land  this,  that  God 
Nch.  ix.  6.  containeth  all  things  in  being  c :  Thou,  fay  the  Levites  in 
Nehemiah,  even  thou,  art  God  alone;  thou  ka/i  made  heaven 
and  earth,  the  heaven  of  heavens,  with  all  their  hojls,  the 
earth,  and  all  things  that  are  therein^,  and  thou  preferv^ 
them  all;  and  the  hojl  of  heaven  worjhippeth  thee. 

In  all  thefe  refpe6ls  and  fenfes  doth  the  title  xavroseponf 
(which  we  for  want  of  a  word  more  adequate  and  exprcf- 
^w'Q,  do  render  Almighty)  belong  to  God;  the  Greek 
word,  in  the  latitude  of  its  (ignification,  according  to  its 
etymologj%  comprehendeth  all  thefe  fenfes,  and  the  dc- 
fign  in  its  ufe,  as  we  before  touched,  warranteth  the  tak- 


b  In  omnibus  infufus,  et  circutnfufus,  ut  cun£U  penctret  interior,  et  oonti- 
neat  exterior.     Hier,  ad  MarcelL  5. 

Intra  omnia  nee  inclufus,  extra  omnia  nee  exclufus. 

Non  folum  in  oculis  Dei»  fed  in  Gnu  viTimus.     Mlnut,  F, 

Solos  eft  omnia ;  opus  fuum  et  extra,  et  intra  tenet.   Sen,  Pr^tf,  Nat.  Q. 

^  *Or«f  rtif  ^mrrtx^rm^  fMMff  «« 01/0^1  f^  rwra  i>«tf^y,  rk  virrm  rtv  Q%if  i»  f^ 
iTdm  rvvix^t^'     Greg,  Nyjf, 
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i^g  it  in  the  largeft  acception;  but  however  it  certainly  SERM. 
it^pe£kelh  the  former  fenfes,  denoting  the  abfolute  uni-      ^1* 
^ferial  fovereignty  and  the  immenfe  irrefiftible  power  of 
God:  the  belief  and  confideration  of  which  particulars  is 
tf  great  importance,  and  may  have  a  very  ufeftd  influence 
fpon  our  pradice :  for, 

I.  If  God  be  the  juft  Sovereign  of  all  things,  having  a 
ifj^X,  to  govern  the  world,  and  adually  exercifing  it; 
then, 

I.  We  fee  our  condition  and  (late  here  in  this  world. 


We  five  not  in  an  anarchy,  or  in  perfeA  liberty;  we  arcT^jcjv^ 
not  our  own  mafters,  or  have  a  right  to  guide  our  ^^on^'^^f^;^^ 
lecording  to  our  own  will,  or  after  our  own  fancy ;  but  ^  *^«*'» 
ire  under  government ;  a  government  moft  abfolute  and       * 
riiitnuy ;  the  laws  whereof  we  may  not  difpute,  the  pro- 
ceedings whereof  we  cannot  refill.    Whence, 

a.  We  underftand  our  duty ;  that  as  fubjeAs  and  vaflals 
ve  are  obliged  to  render  all  awful  reverence,  worihip,  and 
obedience  to  God;  humbly  to  adore  the  roajefty,  readily 
)a  perform  the  commands,  and  patiently  to  fubmit  to  the 
■ill  of  our  great  Sovereign  ;  to  conform  all  our  a£lions  to 
hat  heavenly  law,  under  which  we  are  bom  and  live  in 
he  world.  IVe  do  not,  even  Plutarch  could  tell  us,  come 
Miher  into  life  to  make  laws,  but  to  obey  thofe  which  are 
tfpointed  by  God,  who  orderelh  all  things;  to  objerve  the 
kcrees  ofDeftiny  and  Providence^. 

3.  Hence  we  may  difcem  the  heinoufnefs  of  every  fin, 

)r  tranigreffion  of  God's  law;  it  receiving  great  aggrava* 

ion  hence.    It  hence  appeareth  not  only  a  matter  of  fim- 

;ile  folly,  or  private  inconvenience,  (contrary  to  our  rea- 

rem,)  but  of  public  mifchief  and  general  ill  confequence ; 

being  committed  againft  the  crown  and  dignity  of  God 

Almighty;  ag^nft  the  peace  and  order  of  the  world; 

Nrhich  fubfift  by  the  obfervation  of  his  laws.    £very  fin  is 

in  aft  of  high  rebellion,  a  breach  of  our  natural  allegi- 

mce,  a  lifiing  up  owfelves^  as  is  laid  of  Belfhazzar,  again/i'SMm,  xr. 

do. 

n  hr^  rSw  n»  ^Xo  ir^mrmnmvrtn  ^tSvp  tuu  rttg  riff  giftm^ims^  tuii  T^9fims  Sir* 
M.    Pht.  Conjkh  Md  Ap^U 
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SEllM.  our  Sovereign ;  an  infringing  that  rights  and  violating  dii 
^I-      honour  of  Iiis,  which  he  by  his  place  and  ofEce  is  OOB- 
"~^"^  cemed  to  maintain  and  vindicate. 

4.  We  may  hence  learn  what  reafon  we  have  to  1^ 
content  in  every  condition,  and  to  undei^  patieiid| 
every  event  befalling  us  :  for  that  our  ftation  is  alloltdj 
to  us  by  an  unqueftionable  right,  and  all  things  areiliC 
penfed  to  us  by  a  common  law,  from  which  nothing  Jril 
be  exempted ;  for  that  things  come  not  by  a  blind  aumj 
fity  or  chance,  but  arc  difpofed  and  managed  by  fovereU 
reafon  and  wifdom.  fpi  mii/ly  faith  an  Ethnic  Phikft 
pher,  710/  be  difpleafed  at  any  of  thefe  things;  for  fiw4R 
come  ivto  that  worlds  where  we  nuift  live  by  thefe  laws:  ui{ 
A  good  man  miift  veeds  be  granted  to  be  highly  pioiuiiM 
ward  God ;  lie  tlierefore  will  fuflain  all  accidents  sM 
equanimity;  as  knowing  them  to  happen  unto  him  by  aUBt 
vine  lawy  by  which  all  things  proceed^.  It  were  iiideac 
intolerable  arrogance  and  frowardnefs  in  us  to  defire  fl 
exemption  from  that  common  law,  to  which  all  thimp 
are  fubjcS: ;  to  vvifli  ourfelvcs  out  of  that  order,  in  wfaid 
the  all-guiding  Providence  hath  fet  us ;  to  be  diflktisfiei 
with  any  thing,  which  by  the  Supreme  Wifdom  is  affignd 
1  Sam.  iii.  to  US  :  it  becometh  us  to  fay  with  old  Eli,  //  is  the  Lord 
^^'  let  him  do  wliat  feemeth  him  good;  to  fay  upon  all  OC' 

Pfai.  xxxix.  cafions  with  David ;  /  was  dumbj  I  opened  not  mi 
mouthy  becaufe  thou  ditl/i  it.  Upon  this  confideradon  wi 
ihould  not  only  be  fatisfied  with,  and  acqwefce  in,  bu 
praife  and  adore  all  occurrences  of  Providence,  how  yttt 
kindly  foever  and  diftadeful  they  appear  to  us ;  fuppofinif 
a  juil  and  reafonable  caufe  to  lie  under  them,  althoqgl 
indifcemible  to  us  ^     Yea  farther, 

5.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  confolation  to  refle£t,  that  w( 

'  Nihil  horum  indignandum  efl ;  in  cum  intravimus  mundum,  in  quo  bi 
U'gibus  vivitur.     Sen,  Ep.  91. 

Virum  bonum  concedas  nccefle  eft  fummac  pictatia  erga  Deos  effe;  kiqv 
qutcquid  illi  accidcrit,  sequo  animo  fuftincbit,  felt  enim  id  accidiffe  l^ed 
vliia,  qua  univerfa  pruceduut.     Sen,  Ep,  76. 

ri  OiJ  T»j*  9rfii*9txf.     Damufc.  de  0»  F,  ii,  'l). 
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lild.gJI  the  world  arc  under  fuch  a  government;  it  is  a  SERM. 
Wnmon  felicity,  it  is  our  particular  happinefsj  that  we      XJ. 
jrXo;  for  it  is  no  unjuft  ufurper,  it  is  no  mcrcilefs  ty- 
JMit^it  is  no  fond,  no  weak,  no  carelefs  perfon  that  we 
JKin  fubje£tion  to,  but  a  nioft  ju(l,  mod  mild,  mod  gra- 
Hious,  rooft  wife,  mod  powerful,  moQ  vigilant  Lord ;  who 
ndU.deal.moft  equally  and  moil  benignly  with  us;  who 
jiBCeidy.and  eameftly  tenders  our  welfare;  who  is  watch- 
ftLind  careful  for  our  good ;  who  is  able  to  provide  for 
ifL  our  needs,  and  to  protect  us  from  all  mifchief ;  all 
fldiofe  laws  do  only  aiip  at  our  benefit ;  all  whofe  pro- 
'Wdings  toward  us  arc  full  of  equity,  goodncfs,  and  truth; 
jAd  will  not  only  favourably  accept,  but  mod  bounti- 
'Uly  recompenfe  our  obedience;  whom  to  ferve  and  obey 
'^a  privilege  far  better  and  more  defirable  for  us,  than  to 
feireie,  than  to  be  wholly  at  our  own  difpofal,  and  under 
wr  own  guidance ;  the  very  nature  and  the  end  of  his 
government  being  only  to  prefen'c  us,  and  to  refcue  usDeutz.  n. 
fam  the  errors,  the  flavcries,  the  vexations  and  miferies 
Mare  apt  to  incur;  by  virtue  of  whofe  univerfal  domi- 
licMi  we  are  fecured,  that  no  malice  of  devil,  no  unjuflice 
tf.  men,  no  fort  of  enemy  whatever,  (excepting  our  own 
vilful  difobedience  to  his  laws  and  direAions,)  (hall  be 
ihle  to  do  us  harm;  for  all  them  he  governs  and  he  curbs 
polefs  than  ourfelvcs.     Of  this  our  King  it  is  truly  faid, 
that  jifftice  and  judgment  are   the  eflahltftiment   of  his  Pf.  Ixxxix. 
tknne;  mercy  and  truth  go  before  his  face;  that.  He  Wpf'^xiv.  17, 
righteous  in  all  his  ways^  and  holy  in  all  his  doings  ;  that,  ^<=v.  xv.  3. 
Thefceptre  of  his  kingdom  is  a  right  fceptre ;  that,  Hij  Pfal.  xlv.  e. 
ysk  ti  eafi/y  and  his  burden  light.     In  confidence  of  his 
piate£tion  we  may  fay  with  the  Pfalmid,  The  Lord  is  my  Pfai.  xxvii. 
light  and  my  falvation^  whom  Jhall  I  fear  P   The  Lord  is  ^'  ^' 
tieftrength  of  my  lifcy  of  whom  Jhall  I  be  afraidP  God  wPf.xlvi.i,a. 
o«r  refuge  and  Jlrength  —  tlierefore  will  I  not  fear  ^  though 
ibi. earth  be  removed j  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried 
kto  the  midji  of  the  fea.    In  God  have  I  put  my  truftj  I^-  ^^''»'  ♦• 
will  not  fear  what  fUtJh  can  do  unto  me.    Well  therefore 
may  we,  may  the  whole  world,  in  confideration  of  our 
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SERM.  being  under  fo  good  a  Governor^  be  excited  to  joy  and  j 
XI-      bilation  with  the  Pfalmift ;  0  clap  your  handtf  all  ye 

Pfti.  xWii.  ple;Jhout  unto  God  with  the  voice  of  triumph:  for  the 

>•  *^*         mq/i  high  is  terrible;  he  is  a  great  King  over  M  the 

Vf.  Levi.  10.  Say  among  the  nations,  that  the  Lord  reigneth;  the 
alfojhall  be  ejiablijhed,  that  it  Jhall  not  be  movedj  he 
judge  the  people  righteoufly:  let  the  heavens  rejoice^  and 

Pr.  xtnriii.  8.  the  earth  be  glad,  &c.    Let  the  floods  clap  their  handsg 
the  hills  be  joyful  together  before  tlie  Lord;  for  he 
to  judge  the  earth :  with  righteoufne/s  Jhall  he  judge 
world,  and  the  people  with  equity.    Or  with  thofe  in 

Rer.  six.  6. Revelation ;  Alleluia;  for  the  Lord  God  omnipotent 
eth ;  let  us  be  glad,  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour  unio 
All  the  world  hath  exceeding  reaibn  not  only  to  be 
tent,  but  to  rejoice  and  triumph  in  being  fubje&  to 
a  Governor,  fo  able,  fo  willing  to  maintain  peace, 
order,  and  equity  therein :  fo  that  we  alfo  are  obliged 
blefs  and  thank  God,  that  he  condefcends  fo  far, 
vouchfafes  to  undertake  the  tuition  and  overfight  of  the 
world;  obeying  the  PfalmiA's  exhortation;    The  Lofi^ 
faith  he,  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  heaven,  and  his  king 
dom  ruleth  over  all :  therefore,  Blefs  the  Lord,  ye  his  as-. 
gels'^Blefs  the  Lord,  all  his  hojls — Blefs  the  Lord,  all  hit 
works  in  all  places  of  his  dominion;  imitating  herein  thdb< 

RcT.zi.j 7. elders  in  the  Revelation;  who  fay,  fVe  give  thee  thanks, 
O  Lord  God  Almighty ^  which  art,  and  waft,  and  art  /• 
come;  becaafe  thou  haft  taken  unto  thee  thy  great  power, 
and  haft  reigned.  They  who  ima^ne  the  world  is  not 
governed  at  all,  but  that  with  imloofed  reins  it  runneth 
on  at  random,  are  very  foolifh :  but  more  fuch  are  thejf  •] 
who  wi(h  it  to  be  fo,  and  in  their  delires  dcpofe  God  fifom 
his  throne ;  for  they  do  wifh  for  anarchy  and  confufion  in 
their  country,  inftead  of  the  mod  excellent  eflabliflunent 
and  order,  maintained  by  the  wifell  and  ableft  govern- 
ment. That  good  emperor  was  better  advifed,  and  better 
affeAed,  who  faid,  IVhat  good  were  it  for  me  to  live  in  a 
world  void  of  a  Deity,  and  Providence  ?  and,  fVhyJhould  I 
dejire  to  continue  in  fuch  a  cafual  jumble  and  rout  af 
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1}  The  world,  he  well  fuppofed,  Divine  governance  SERM. 
zcluded,  would  be  a  flrange,  diforderly,  and  uncom-  ^^' 
5  place  to  abide  in.  And  old  Socrates,  in  the  Phee- 
Ibourfing  about  his  departure  hence,  comforts  him- 
liat,  aa  he  hoped,  he  was  going  thither,  where  the 
did  prefide  with  a  nearer  infpeflion  and  a  more 
It  influence.  Thefe  were  worthy  defires  and  noble 
Moceeding  from  natural  reafon  and  moral  virtue  in 
erfons ;  but  much  more  reafon  and  much  greater 
km  have  we  to  be  fatisiied  with,  and  to  comfort 
es  in  the  aflurance,  that  all  things,  even  at  prefent, 
ne  moderated  by  a  fuperintendency  far  more  equal 
ore  propitious  than  they  could  imagine  or  hope, 
and  fuch  like  pra6lical  ufes  the  belief  and  confider- 
>f  God's  fovereign  authority  and  dominion  do  af- 
the  belief  and  confideration  of  God's  immenfe  and 
roUable  power  is  alfo  of  very  great  importance  and 
ce  upon  prance. 

t  ferveth  to  beget  in  us  a  due  awe  and  dread  of 
coniidering  God's  other  attributes  may  breed  in 
igh  efteem  and  hearty  love  of  God;  but  the  confi- 
m  of  his  power  is  that  which  naturally  and  reafon- 
roduceth  a  great  fear  of  him :  he  is  mod  amiable 
goodnefs,  and  in  regard  to  his  wifdom  greatly  ve- 
s;  but  his  power,  arming  the  reft,  renders  him  ex- 
gly  terrible.    Hear  ye  this,  it  is  faid  in  the  Prophet  Jer.  v.  91, 
iah,  Ofooli/Ii people,  and  without  under/ianding ;  Fear^^' 
meP  Jaith  the  Lord:  will  ye  not  tremble  at  my  pre^ 
which  hath  placed  the f and  for  the  hounds  of  thefeaP 
ndj   Forqfmuch  as  there  is  none  like  unto  thee,  OJer.  x.  c,  7. 
thou  art  great,  and  thy  name  is  great  in  might :  who 
not  fear  thee,  0  thou  king  of  nations  P  and,  I  will 
fou,  faith  our  Saviour,  ti;Aom  ye  Jhould  fear ;  Fear  Lult  xW.  5, 
ho  after  he  hath  killed  (or  who  befide  killing)  hath  "Jjf,;^if ' 
to  cq/i  into  hell;  I  fay  unto  you.  Fear  him:  great 
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SERM.  reafon  he  had  fo  eameftly  to  inculcate  that  admonitioA 
XI-      the  cafe  being  fo  apparent  and  fo  important. 

"""""""^  2.  This  point  doth  confequently  in  high  meafure  dtf 
fiiadc  and  deter  us  from  (in,  implying  the  extreme  fbl^ 
in  committing  it,  and  the  inevitable  mifchief  following  ifi 
The  confideration  of  God's  other  attributes  infer  it  to'tt 
great  bafenefs  and  (liipidity  to  oppofc  or  difpleafe  GdQ 
bat  the  confideration  of  this  demonftrateth  it  to  be  ihfiBsSI 
niadnefs  to  do  fo.  For  to  wrong,  difhonour^  and  cUfplctf 
him,  that  is  fo  good  and  beneficent  to  us,  is  great  difingkr' 
nuity  and  un worth! nefs ;  to  fwcrve  from  his  advice  ml 
direction,  who  is  only  and  pcrfcftly  wife,  is  highly  vBi( 
and  unreafonable ;  but  for  fo  feeble  and  impotent  tluDlJP 
as  we  are  to  conteft  with  and  withftand,  to  provoke  m 
offend  Omnipotency,  (that  which  with  infinite  cafe  can  diB^ 
feat  and  fubdue  us,  can  deprcfs  us  into  mifery,  can  ciw 
us  into  nothing,)  is  nioft  palpably  the  top  of  infolenP 
wildnefs.     It  is  Mofcs's  argument,  whereby  he  prcffeth" 

Dcut.x.  16, obedience  to  his  law;  Circumcifc  therefore^  faith  he, /fc 
'  Jore/hiji  of  your  heart ,  and  he  no  more  Jl'iff necked  ;  for  /fc' 

Lord  your  God  is  God  of  gods,  and  Lord  of  lordSy  a  great 
God,  and  a  mighty y  and  a  terrible.  It  is  no  lefs  an  evi- 
dently convincing,  than  a  vehemently  affefling  increpi-" 

iCor.x.aa.tion,  that  of  St.  Paul;  Do  we  provoke  the  Lord  to  jed' 
loufy  P  are  we  fironger  than  he  P  And  God  himfelf  in  Job 

Job.  xl.  9.  ufeth  the  like  fchenic  of  fpccch ;  Haft  thou  an  arm  lUi 
GodP  and  can/i  thou  thunder  with  a  voice  like  himP  If  thod 
art  as  flrong,  if  thou  haft  fuch  an  arm,  then  mayefl  thou 
perhaps  dare  to  contend  with  him,  and  adventure  to  prth 
voke  him :  but  if  thou  nowife  art  his  match,  if  thou  art 
infinitely  (hort  of  him  in  ftrengih,  how  vain  and  rafli'a 
thing  is  it  for  thee  to  defy  him  thus,  to  enter  with  hiiii 
into  the  lifts,  to  ftrive  and  grapple  with  him !  to  do  ail 

Job  XV.  2:>.  the  finner  in  Job  is  exprcflTcd  doing  ;  FJe  flretcheth  out  h\s 
hand  againfi  God,  and  firengthenvth  himfelf  agairiji  tht 
Almighty,  All  prcfumptuous  finning  is  defcribed  zni 
reprefcnted  in  Scripture  as  a  comparing,  and  in  effeft  pre- 
ferring, our  power  and  force  in  regard  to  the  power  o 
God;  or  as  a  tempting  God,  and  challenging  him  to  bat 
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de;  or  as  an  adual  coping,  contention,  and  fighting  with  SE  RM. 
Im:  finnersy  as  fuch,  are  ftyled  the  advcrfaries  of  God^  ^f- 
mA  rebels  againft  him  ;  fuch  as  rife  up,  and  lift  up  them- 
ttfCSj  and  raife  their  hand  againft  him ;  which  doth 
eidber  imply  in  them  a  more  than  gigantic  pride  and  ar- 
mffBDO^  in  overvaluing  their  own  power  and  undervalu- 
^g  the  power  of  God,  (which  doth  alfo  involve  infidelity, 
■d  difbelief  of  God's  omnipotence ;  for  he  who  believeth 
hatj  cannot  take  himfelf  for  God's  match,  or  dare  to 
bv^ggle  with  him;)  or  it  argueth  a  moft  ftrange  inconfider- 
ii  and  vamty,  in  prefuming,  at  fo  infinite  a  difadvan- 
without  any  ground  of  confidence,  without  any 
of  fuccefs,  to  oppofe  God's  will  and  power.  Ou  $)}- 
,  e;  a.^amroio'i  fiop^oiro ;  He  is  not  long  livedo  whojighf^ 
tk  with  the  immortals,  old  Homer  could  tell  us ;  the 


which  the  Prophet  fays ;  fVbe  unto  him  thatjiriv€thi(si-  xlv.  9. 
wiik  his  Maker!  Nothing  indeed  can  be  more  reafonable, 
dan  that  advice  of  the  Preacher ;  Contend  not  with  him 
tfatf  is  mightier  than  thou :  which  in  this  cafe  in  effect  is 
die  larae  with  this  ;  Do  not,  by  finning,  offend  or  provoke 
God. 

3.  Whence  likewifc  the  confideration  of  this  point  may 
difpofe  us  to  weigh  our  counfels,  and  thereupon  not  to 
%iventure  upon  any  unwarrantable  refolution  or  defign ; 
there*  being  fo  apparent  reafon  to  defpair  of  fuccefs,  an 
iilfiHiertibie  power  being  always   ready  to  obftni6t   and 
Qioft  US  in  the  carriage  of  fuch  defigns,  with  whatever 
cmming  laid,  or  backed  with  whatever  might ;  for  hence 
Aofe  (ayings  in  Scripture  are  manifeftly  verified:  TAerf ifa. zlv. 33. 
if  no  wyUomy  nor  under/landing y  nor  counfel  againjl  ///eifa.  liv.  17. 
Lord:  and.  No  weapon  that  is  formed  againji  (hee  JhalUoh'iv.g, 
profper:  and,  He  is  wife  in  heart,  and  mighty  in^flrength;^^^'  *'^* 
who  hath  hardened  himfelf  againfl  him,  and  projpered  P        Pfal.  Uvi. 

4*  It  alfo  likewife  ferveth  to  deprefs  in  us  all  confidence  ' '' 
in  oorfelves,  and  in  all  other  things,  as  to  any  fecurity  in 
them  or  fuccour  from  them :  for  all  things  in  the  world, 
though  they  confpire  and  combine  together  all  their 
[broes,  will  be  altogether  unable  to  fupport  us,  to  afifift 
11S9  to  defend  us  againft  the  Divine  power,  or  indeed  with- 

B4 
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SERM.  out  it;  they  being  all,  otherwife  than  as  msuntiuned  hf 
XI.  ^^^jp^  infinitely  feeble  and  frail :  Though  hand  join  in  hanif 
Prov.xt.21.  (that  is,  notwithftanding  the  conjunction  of  all  powen* 
XVI.  5.  whatever,)  the  wicked  Jhall  not  he  unpuniflied^  faith  tht 
Deut-xxxii. Wife  Man:  and,  /  kill^  faith  God,  and  I  make  alive;  I 
Job  X.  7.  y-'oundj  and  I  heal ;  neither  is  there  any  thing  that  can  db- 
1  Sain.ii.6.  Uver  out  of  my  hand:  and.  No  king  is  Javed  by  the  muU' 
le.cxivi.a!^^^^  tf^^  hoft;  a  mighty  man  is  not  delivered  by  muA. 
Ift.  xxxvi.  Jlrength;  a  horfe  is  a  vain  thing  for  fafety. 

5.  It  therefore  alfo  may  be  of  a  fpecial  efficacy  to  qodi 
and  mortify  in  us  the  vices  of  pride,  haughtinefs,  arro- 
gance, felf-will,  ftubbornnefs,  and  contumacy ;  fince  con- 
templating the  power  of  God  we  cannot  but  perceiie 
ourfelves  to  be  very  pitiRiI,  impotent,  and  infignificaot 
things ;  who  without  permiflion  cannot  efTedt  any  thing; 
who  cannot  expe£l  in  any  cafe  to  have  our  will ;  nAo 
have  continually  curbs  in  our  mouths,  and  manacles  on 
our  hands  ;  fo  that  we  cannot  fay  or  do  any  thing,  can- 
not fo  much   as   ftir,  or  endeavour  any  thing,  without 

Pruv.ui.34.  check  or  control;  being  under  a  predominant  force,  whiA 
always  rejijleth  the  proud;  under  the  power  of  him  who 
ifa.  ii.  11.  haih  (aid.  The  lofty  looks  of  man  Jhall  be  humbled^  and  the 
xViv.  21.x. ''^"5^''^"(/^  of  men  Jhall  be  bowed  down;  whofe  charadcr 
^-  and  peculiar  work  it  is  to  behold  every  one  that  is  proudf 

Jobxl.  11,  lint'  n        I  /.       f  Ji 

14. xxxviii. cfwa  to  avaje  him;  to  cauje  the  arrogancy  oj  the  proud  to 
pfi  ■••  ^^^5  ^^^  ^^  ^^y  ^^^  '^^  haughtinefs  of  the  terrible;  to  breok 
27.  the  high  arm,  and  to  bring  down  the  high  looks  ;  and  to 

Ifa.xxiii.9.7?«^w  the  pride  of  all  glory.     Whence  there  is  all  the  rea- 
1  Pet.  V.  6.  f^^  jj^  ^\^Q  world  that  we  fliould  obey  St.  Peter's  injunc- 
tion ;  to  humble  ourfelves  under  the  mighty  liand  of  God, 

6.  The  oonfidcration  of  God's  omnipotence  fer\'cth  to 
breed  and  nourifli  faith  in  God,  as  to  the  certain  perform- 
ance of  his  word  and  promifes :  for  let  the  accompliih- 
ment  of  them  be  to  appearance  never  fo  difficult  or  im- 
probable, yet  he  is  able  to  perform  them,  and  will  there- 

1  Sam.  XV.  fore  do  it.  The  Strength  of  IJrael,  as  Samuel  faid,  will 
Nil  xxiii  ^^'  ''^'  ^^^  repent :  and,  Hath  he  faid  it,  and  Jhall  he  not 
19.  do  it  P  or  hath  hejpoken  it,  and  Jhall  he  not  make  it  good? 

Xfa.xiv.  37.faid  Balaam,  infpiredly:    and,  The  Lord  of  ho/is,  faith 
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l&ab,  iath  purpojed  it,  and  who  Jkall  difannul  U  P  His  SBRM. 
Uad  isjiretched  out,  and  who  Jhall  turn  it  back  P  and,  My      ^J- 
tm^^ll  Jiandt  and  I  tvUldo  all  my  pleaj'ure;  I  Aawib.ii*j,io, 
_^Ju»it,  J  will  olfo  bring  it  to  paji ;  I  have  purpojed,  i"- 
mSldfo  do  it:  and.  My  word  that  goeth  out  0/ mt/  monlh,Ut.lii,  11. 
ilJkoU  met  return  unto  me  void,  tut  it  Jhall  accompli/h  that 
wtkk  I  pUafe  i  it  Jhall  projper  unto  the  thing  wlwreimto  I 
[/nrf  it:  and.  The  counjel  of  the  Lord,  faith  the  PfalmiH, P&l. iniii. 
Vf^Kdetk/or  ever,  the  thoughts  oj  his  liearl  to  all  gfif^a- li!  Jj.  b. 
\6mi:  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord;  let  all  the  inhahit- 
\mU  of  the  world Jiand  in  awe  of  him;  Jcr  hejpake,  and  it 
mtidonei  he  commanded,  and  it  Jiaad  Jaji:  and.  Heaven  iA*tkx\M. 
mi  earthen  pafs  away,  hut  tny  words  Jkall  not  pajs^^' 
«w^.     So  doth  God  afTert  his  immutable  fidelity,  and^obxxiii. 
confidering  his  indefeSible  power  doth  alTure  us  that  wepr^.  xji. 
warf  Te)y  upon  his  word;  and  the  doing  fo  is  very  grate- ^'-  . 
Ibl  and  acceptable  to  God ;   for  it  was  that  virtue  for 
'which  Abraham  is  fo  highly  commended  and  fo  richly 
nwarded :  He  did  not,  fmth  St.  Paul  of  him,  Jlagger  at  Ram.  ir. 
lie  promije  of  God  through  unbelief,  but  was  Jirong  in"*''*'* 
Jvih,  giving  glory  to  God;  being  fully  perjuaded,  that 
aJuU  God  had  promifed,  he  was  able  to  perform :  to  do 
otherwife  is  very  difpleafing  and  ofTenlive  to  God ;  for  we 
io  thereby  either  doubt  of  his  veracity,  fo,  as  St.  John 
ttlh,  making  him  a  liar ;  or  we  difbeheve  his  power,  1  John  t. 
nd  make  hiip  impotent  in  our  conceit ;  which  to  do  is 
'.   U^  injury  to  God,  and  detetlable  facrilege.   Hence  alfo, 
,       7.  Particularly  this  confideration  may  produce  and  che- 
I,   liAi  our  laith  in  the  fufliciency  of  God's  providence,  and 
n^  induce  us  entirely  to  rely  upon  it.     For  if  God  be 
omnipotent,  then  is  he  ea£ly  able  to  fupply  us  in  all  our 
needl}  to  relieve  us  in  all  our  flraits,  to  protcA  us  from 
■n  clanger  and  mifchief ;  and  being  able,  he  will  not  faS. 
10  do  it,  fince  bis  goodnefs-  alfo  difpofeth  him  thereto, 
nd  his  word  engageth  him ;  he  having  declared  himfelf 
to  be  the  patron,  proteflor,  and  benefactor  of  the  needy ; 
k  faaviiig  promifed  to  help,  relieve,  and  comfort  thofePf>l' cilv. 
who  feek.  and  cry  unto  him.   Dillruft  in  God's  providence  ^^i^i.  &c. 
H  always  grounded  either  in  the  disbelief  of  God's  good* 
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SERM.  nefs  or  of  his  power;  either  in  fuppofing  him  to  be  un-' 
^^'      willing  or  unable  to  do  us  good ;  and  that  is  commonlj' 
grounded  on  the  latter^  the  Ifraelites'  conftant  behavioof 
in  the  wildemefs  (reprefenting  the  ordinary  converfatioii 
of  men  in  this  world)  doth  inform  us;  who  concaved dieir 
needs  greater,  than  that  God  was  able  to  fupply  them; 
their  enemies  fironger,  than  that  by  God's  ailiftance  they 
could  withftand  or  fubdue  them  ;  the  obftades  to  tbcff'. 
proceedings  fuch,  that  God  himfelf  could  not  carry  thenr '^ 
through  them;  for,  as  the  Pfalmift  reprefenteth  their  be-  . 
PfaLlxxviii.  haviour  and  difcourfe,   They  Jpake  again/l  God,  Jitjfingf 
^^'^^'       Can   Godfumijh  a  table  in  the  wildernefsf  Behold,  it 
finote  the  rock,  that  the  waters  gujhed  out,  and  thejlreaim* 
overflowed;  can  he  give  bread  alfoP  can  he  provide  fl^ for 
his  people?  and  that  from  their  conceiting  God  unaUe 
to  convey  them  through  all  dangers  and  difliculdes,  to 
render  them  vidorious  over  the  tall  men  and  the  fenced 
cities  of  Canaan,  they,  notwithftandtng  God's  prefenoe 
with  them,  and  ready  aid,  dcfponded  in  heart,  and  mur- 
mured, and  provoked  God,  and  in  confequence  of  foch 
mifbebaviour  forfeited  obtaining  the  reft  propounded  to 
Dcut.  i.  38.  them,  many  paffages  in  the  ftory  do  ftiew  us.     We  in 
^  um.  XIV.  pj^^^Q^  Jq  commonly  follow  them,  notwithftanding  the 
Heb.iii.i8.  many  experiments  of  God's  wonderful  power  and  good- 
nefs,  frequently  fufpefting  that  God  cannot  fupply  our 
neceffities   or  fatisfy  our  defires;   whence  ^^  are  either 
overborne  with  anxiety,  and  become  difconfolate,  or  liavc 
recourfe  for  fuccour  and  relief  to  other  aids;  deierting 
God,  as  the  Prophet  intimates,  when  he  (withal  declaring 
the  offence  God  taketh  at  fuch  mifcarriages,  with  the 
guilt  and  mifchief  wc  thereby  incur)  pronounceth  thus : 
itx,  Tf'ii,  5,  Curfed  be  the  man  that  trufteth  in  inatiy  and  makethfle/h 
his  army  and  whofe  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord;  for  he 
fliall  be  like  the  heath  in  the  deferty  and  fhall  not  fee  when 
good  comethy  8cc.     Whence  our  Saviour  took  it  ill  of  his 
difciples,  and  rebuked  them,  when  even  in  the  moft  im- 
minent and  affrighting  dangers  they  gave  place  to  fear  or 
Matt.  viii.   doubt;  as  when  in  a  great  tempeft,  the  fliip  being  even 
'     '     *  covered  with  waves,  they  being  afraid,  cried  out,  Lordfave 
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ly-ue perijhi  hefud  unto  them,  ti  BaXo/ ioTi,  iKrfvtimii  SBRH. 
Wy  are  ye  fearful,  0  ye  of  little  faith  ?  And  when  St.     XI. 
toer,  walking  upon  waves,  and  beg^ning  to  fink,  his 
■U  mifgiving,  in  like  manner  cried  out,  Lard  fave  nirj^Man.  lir. 
m'Lord  alfo  reproves  him  with  an  JXiyoTirrt,  rf  iiiarair»f;     ' 
OlAw  of  little  faith,  why  didft  thou  doubt?  Whence  we 
bodi  learn^  that  it  is   our  want  or  weakneCs  of  faith' 
vluch  makes  us  in  oar  greatell  needs  ready  to  fink,  and 
Alt  it  is  not  excufable  for  us  in  the  extremily  of  danger 
tf^oubt  of  God's  protedion  and  fuccour.     Farther, 

8>  This  confideration  affordeth  comfort  and  encourage- 
Mift'nDtO  OS  in  the  undertaking  and  profccution  of  honeft 
ttd'pttident  enterprifes,  giving  us  to  hope  confidently'  for 
!liecers>  how  tUflicult  or-  dangerous  fbever  it  appear  unto 
M;  all  diGBculties  and  improbabilities  vanilhing  before 
dm  Omnipotency  which  abetteth  and  backeth  fuch  en- 
flcavours;  the  which  is  by  faith  imparted  and  appropti- 
Adunto  us;  fo  that  we,  with  St.  Paul,  are  alle  to  do  aUVb\\.».i3. 
Mllgt  by  Ood  Jirengthening  vs.    Nothing  is  fo  hi^'  or 
dfitnilt  (if  jull  and  reafonable)  which  a  refolute  f^th  in 
Ae  Divine  power  cannot  eafily  furmount  and  achieve  :  a 
void,  feconded  therewith,  can  tranfplant  trees  and  trlinf-- 
fcfmounluns  any  whither;  If  ye,  faith  our  Lord,  Aove Mui. x*ii. 
JdAai  a  grain  of  mtijlard  feed,  yejhallfay  to  this  *'""•"- tukei 
liAl,  Be  thou  Removed  hence  to  yonder  place,  and  Hfhall  be  xvii.  s. 
nMtrMf :'  Ye rntrgfayto  this  fyctmine  tree.  Be  thou  plucked '^'*»'"- 
tfhj  the  roa/;,  and  be  thou  planted  in  thefea,  endUJkail 
liljl  ynu ;  xct3  au$i*  «Binwr^«  u^Tv,  and  there  is  nothing, 
Hi  our  Saviour,  whuAfhall  be  impoffiUle  unto  you ;  for, ' 
l«  faith  again.  All  things  are  poffihle  to  him  that  i«--M«rkii.i3. 
iri*;  that  is,  unto  him  who  reliethupon  the  Divine 
Rte;  for  that  th<e  faith  he  fpeaks  of  referreth  thither, 

Eferelh  by  feveral  like  paffages  in  the  Gofpel ;  as  for 
nee  in  that,  where  to  the  blind  men  imploring  his-  re- 
If  our  Ix)rd  puts  this  queftion :  Do  ye  believe  that  I  can  MiM.lx.g*. 
i  this?  and  they  anfwering.  Yes,  Lard;  he  thereupon 
RtlicS)  According  to'  your  faith  be  it  done  unto  you.  In 
nnetnpfation  of  ihb  power,  we  may,  if  our  duty  or  good' 
Hon  do  call  us  forth,  how  fmall  6r  we^  foevcjr  in  our- 
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SERM.  felvcBj  how  deftitute  foever  of  defeniive  arms  or  oflfenfiw, 
^*'      weapons,  naked  and  unarmed,  with  ajling  and  afitme^  gp'j 
iStm.zvii.  out  againfl:  the  biggefl  and  bed-armed  Philiftioe,  nothiiy' 
**•  doubtful  of  viftory ;  it  will  be  enough,  if  we  can  lay  with' 

David,  /  come  unto  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hqfiii 
that  is,  confiding  in  his  powerful  help,  as  my  invindbie  ■ 
weapon  and  defence.     But  fo  much  for  this  pardcular. 

III.  That  notion  of  the  word  Almighty ^  which  im-.,; 
plieth  God's  &eing  univerfal  proprietary  and  pofleflbr  of  alT 
things,  hath  likewife  many  good  ufes;  we  (hall  only  naxne^^ 
them,  without  enlarging  upon  them :  we  thence  learn, 

I.  That  we  ourfelves  are  not  our  own,  and  therdbre 

ought  to  fubmit  ourfelves  with  content  and  patience  to 

God's  difpofal ;  for  that,  as  it  is  in  the  Gofpel^  God  may 

Mttt.  zz.    do  what  he  pleafeth  with  his  own.    Whence  alfo  we  ait 

iCor.Ti. 30.  bound,  as  St.  Paul  enjoineth  us,  to  glorify  God  with  our 

bodies  andjpiriis,  which  are  God*s. 

a.  That  alfo  therefore  we  ought  to  be  content  with  that 
portion  of  accommodations  here  which  God  alloweth  us, 
for  that  fince  every  thing  is  his,  we  can  claim  nothing  to 
ourfelves  ;  all  we  have  doth  proceed  from  mere  liberality 
and  bounty. 

3.  The  fame  reafon  obligeth  us  to  be  fatisfied,  when- 
ever Providence  withdraweth  what  it  did  afford  us  the  en- 
joyment of;  for  God  doth  never  fo  communicate  any 
thing,  as  to  dived  himfelf  6f  the  paramount  title  and  pro- 
priety therein ;  all  things  have  an  immutable  relation  to 

Job  i.  31.  him  as  Lord,  and  cannot  be  alienated  from  him ;  whence 
he  may  juftly,  when  he  pleafeth,  recall  or  refume  them 
into  his  hand. 

4.  Yea,  hence  we  are  obliged  to  be  heartily  thankful 
for  all  we  ever  have  or  enjoy ;  for  that  nothing  is  upon 
any  account  ours,  or  can  be  due  to  us  from  him ;  all  pro- 
ceeding from  pure  kindnefs  and  goodnefs. 

5.  We  are  hence  obliged  carefully  to  manage  and  em- 
ploy all  which  is  put  into  our  hands  for  his  intereft  and 
fervice;  as  honefl  tenants  and  faithful  flewards,  making 
jufl:  returns  and  improvements;  not  embezzling  nor  abuf- 
ing  any  of  his  goods  committed  to  us. 


xz. 
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6.  Laftly,  we  may  learn  hence  to  be  humble  and  fober;  SERM. 
M  to  be  concdted  or  elevated  in  mind^  or  apt  to  glory,     ^*' 
a  icgaid  to  any  thing  we  have ;  fince  we  have  nothing 
hat  we  can  juftly  efteem  or  properly  call  our  own. 
'  IV.  That  fenfe,  according  to  which  the  word  doth  fig- 
it]  God's  containing  all  things  by  his  immenfe  prefence. 
Is  alio  of  mod  excellent  ufe  and  influence  upon  our  prac- 
aoe.   We  thereby  may  learn  with  what  care  and  circum- 
IjpeAion,  with  what  reverence  and  modefty,  with  what 
innocenee  and  integrity,  we  ought  always,  and  in  all 
pboes,  to  manage  our  converfation  and  behaviour ;  fince 
we  contuiually  do  think,  and  fpeak,  and  a£l  in  the  imme- 
iliate  prefence  and  under  the  infpe£lion  of  God;  whofe 
qfCf  ore  upon  the  ways  of  man,  and  hefeeth  all  his  goings;  Job  uxi?. 
yfibo  Jearcheth  and  trieth  our  hearts,   and  pojfejftth  ottrpf/czxzix. 
niMs;  who  encompajfeth  our  path,  and  is  acquainted  with^*  13,  &c. 
aU(nir  ways  ;  to  whofe  eyes  all  things  are  naked  and  dif-  Hek  it.  19. 
fiBed;  according  to  the  fignificant  and  emphatical  expref-  ^^^'  '' 
Sons  of  Scripture.    Did  we  (land  in  the  fight  of  our  king,  97. 
we  (hould  not  dare  to  behave  ourfelves  rudely  and  inde- 
oently;  were  a  virtuous  perfon  confcious  of  our  doings, 
^  (hould  be  afhamed  to  do  any  bafe  or  filthy  thing;  the 
orerfight  of  a  grave  or  a  wife  perfon  would  reftnun  us  from 
pnftifing  vanities  and  impertinencies :  how  much  more 
iiould  the  glorious  maje(ly  of  the  moft  wife  and  holy 
God,  being  ever  prefent  to  all  our  thoughts,  words,  and 
aftions,  if  duly  confidered  and  reflected  upon,  keep  us 
within  awe  and  compafs  !  how  can  we,  if  we  remember 
that  we  abide  always  in  a  temple  fan6lified  by  God's  pre- 
fence, not  contain  ourfelves  in  a  careful  and  devout  pof- 
ture  of  foul  *> ! 

This  confideration  alfo  prompteth  us  to  frequent  ad- 
drefles  of  prayer,  thankfgiving,  and  all  kind  of  adoration 
tow'ard  God:  for  all  reafon  di£biteth  it  to  be  unfeemly  to 
l)c  in  his  prefence  with  our  back  turned  unto  him,  with- 
out demonftrations  of  regard  and  reverence  to  him,  with- 

'Urn,  AUm*  p.  530.  Tid.  p.  51  7* 


ajo  The  Faihir  Almighiy. 

SERM.out  ailTwering  hinr  when  he  fpeaketh  to  us.;  t! 

XI.     without  correfponding  to  the  invitations  which  I 

quently  by  his  providence  maketh  to  us,  of  oon 

with  him^  of  feeking  his  favour^  and  imploring  his 

and  returning  thanks  for  his  mercies. 

V.  Laftly^  the  confideration  that  God  doth  uph 
things,  and  confequently  ourfelves,  in  bdng,  may 
Several  good  accounts  be  influential  upon  our  pn 
particularly  it  may  powerfully  deter  us  from  off 
and  difpleafing  him ;  for  put  cafe  our  life,  our  livel 
all  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  our  being, 
wholly  depend  upon  the  bounty  and  pleafure  of  an 
Ion,  (hould  we  not  be  very  wary  and  fearful  to  affn 
injure,  or  difpleafe  fuch  a  perfon  ?  It  is  in  the  high 
gree  fo  with  us  in  refpeA  to  God ;  and  why  are  we 
confiderate,  that  the  fame  reafon  hath  not  the  fame 
upon*  us  ? 

This  confideration  alfo  (hould  mind  us  how  inf 
we  are  obliged  to  the  goodnefs  of  God,  who  wl: 
may  by  the  bare  withdrawing  his  confervative  inf 
utterly  deftroy  us,  and  fuffer  us  to  fall  to  nothing, 
notwithftanding  our  many  provocations,  the  man; 
lefts  and  injuries  he  receiveth  from  us,  continuall 
ferve  us  in  his  band,  and  every  moment  imparteth 
being  to  us.  For  which,  and  all  his  infinite  merci* 
favours  toward  us,  let  us  for  ever  yield  unto  hi 
thanks  and  praife.     Amen. 


^a&et  of  l^eaioen  ann  OEart^, 


SERMON   XII. 


Acts  iv.  24. 

0  Lordj  thou  art  God,  which  liaji  made  heaven  and  earth, 
and  ihefea,  and  all  that  in  them  is. 

It  may  be  demanded,  why  beiides  that  of  Almighty,  no  SERM. 
other  attribute  of  God  is  exprefled  in  our  Creed  ?  why^  for     XII. 
.VBAaace,  the  perfedions  of  infinite  tvifdom  and  goodnefs  are 
tberein  omitted  ?  I  anfwer, 

I.  That  all  fuch  perfections  are  included  in  the  notion 
of  a  Godj  whom  when  we  profefs  to  believe^  we  confe- 
ifiently  do  afcribe  them  to  him  (implicitly.)  For  he  that 
liknikl  profefs  to  believe  in  God,  not  acknowledging  thofe 
perfeAionSy  would  be  inconiiftent  and  contradictious  to 
bimfelf.  Deum  iiegaret,  as  Tertullian  fpeaks,  auferendo  Adv.  Marc. 
fuid  Dei  eft.  He  would  deny  Grod  by  withdrawing  what  *^*P*  ^* 
])eIongs  to  God. 

a.  The  title  wetyroxparoopy  as  implying  God's  univerfal 
ptovidence  in  the  prefervation  and  government  of  the 
world,  doth  alfo  involve  or  infer  all  Divine  perfections  dif- 
played  therein ;  all  that  glorious  majelly  and  excellency, 
for  which  he  is  with  higheft  refpeCt  to  be  honoured  and 
mrorfliipped  by  us,  which  added  to  the  name  of  God 
doth  determine  what  God  we  mean,  fuch  as  doth  in  all 
perfeAion  excel,  and  with  it  doth  govern  the  world. 

3.  I  may  add,  thirdly.  That  the  doftrine  of  God's  uni- 
verial  providence  being  not  altogether  fo  evident  to  natu- 
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SERM.  ral  light  as  thoie  attributes  difcovered  in  the  mating  o 
XI 1.     the  world,  (more  having  doubted  thereof,  and  difpultt 

"""""""""""-againft  it  with  much  more  plaufibility,)  it  was  therefoR 
convenient  to  add  it ;  as  a  matter  of  faith  clearly  and  fuDj 
(as  we  did  (hew)  attefted  unto  by  Divine  revelation.  So 
much  may  fuffice  to  remove  fuch  a  fcruple  concenu^g  tbe 
fulnefs  and  fufficiency  of  the  Creed  in  that  particular.  I 
proceed; 

Maker  of  Heaven  and  Earth. 

This  claufe  is  one  of  thofe  which  was  of  later  times  in- 
ferted  into  the  Creed ;  none  of  the  moil  ancient  expofiton 
thereof  (Aufiin,  Ruffin,MaximusTaurinenfis,  ChryfolognSi 
&c.)  taking  any  notice   thereof.     But  Irenseus,  Tertut 
Jian,  and  other  mod  ancient  writers,  in  their  rules  of  Cdthi 
exhibit  their  fenfe  thereof,  and  the   Confeffions  of  al 
General  Councils  (the  Nicene,  and  thofe  after  it)  exprefi 
it.     And  there  is  great  reafon  for  it ;  not  only  thereby  to 
difavow  and  decry  thofe  prodigious  errors  of  MarcioDi 
Manichseus,  and  other  fuch  heretics,  which  did  then  af- 
cribe  the  creation  of  the  world  (or  of  fome  part  thereofi 
feeming  to  their  fancy  lefs  good  and  perfeft)  to  another 
God,  or  Principle,  inferior  in  worth  and  goodnefs  to  that 
God  which  was  revealed  in  the  Gofpel ;  or  did  opinionate 
two  Principles,  (not  diftinft  only,  but  contrary  one  to  the 
other;)  from  one  whereof  good  things  did  proceed,  from 
the  other  bad  things  were  derived :  but  for  that  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world  (which  the  holy  Confeflbrs  of  Chrift  do 
here  in  the  text  afcribe  unto  God)  is  that  peculiarly  au- 
guft  and  admirable  work,  by  which  we  learn  that  he  is, 
and  in  good  meafure  what  he  is;  by  which,  I  fay,  the 
exiftence  of  God  is  moft  ftrongly  demonftrated,  and  in 
which  his  Divine  perfeAions  are  moft  confpicuoufly  dif- 
played;  which  is  the  prime  foundation  of  his  authority 
over  the  world,  and  confequently  the  chief  ground  of  ^ 
natural  religion;   of  our  juft  fubje£tion,  our  reafonable 
duty,  our  humble  devotion  toward  him :  the  title.  Creator 
-  of  heaven  and  earth,  is  that  alfo,  which  moft  efpecially 
charadcrizes  and  diftinguiflies  the  God  whom  we  believe 
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md  adore,  from  all  falfe  and  fictitious  deities;  for,  as  the  SERM, 
Pfalmifi  fingSy  All  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  but  idols^  but     ^I'- 
Ck  Lord  made  the  heavens:  and,  Thou^  piayeth  Hezekiah, pf.  jjcvi.  ». 
wri  the  God,  thou  alone^  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth^^^^^^f^ 
ihfm  hqfl  made  heaven  and  earth:  and,  The  gods,  faith  tbejer*x.'ii.' 
prophet  Jereniiah,  that  have  not  made  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  they  Jhall  perijh  from  the  earth,  and  from  under  the 
heavens:  and.  We  preach  unto  you^  faid  St.  Paul  to  the  ig-  AaixiT.15. 
nonmt  Lycaonians,  that  ye  Jhould  turn  from  thofe  vanities^^^^' 
Wito  the  living  God,  which  made  heaven  and  earth.     It  is 
therefore  a  point,  which  worthily  hath  been  inferted  into 
•an  creeds,  and  confeflions  of  our  faith,  as  a  neceflary  ob- 
jefi  of  our  belief;  and  it  is  indeed  a  fubjedt  no  lefs  whole- 
bane  and  fruitful,  than  high  and  noble ;  deferving  that  we 
employ   our   beft  thoughts  and  mod  careful  attention 
Vfoia  it :  to  the  commemoration  thereof  God  confecrated 
the  great  fabbatical  fellivity  among  his  ancient  people ; 
PMMr  fliould  even  the  confidcration  of  the  great  work  con- 
oening  our  redemption  abolifh  the  remembrance  of  it :  to 
oonfer  fome  advantage  thereto,  we  (hall  now  fo  difcourfc 
thereon,  as  firft  to  propound  fome  obfervations  explicative 
thereof,  and  conducing  to  our  information  about  it,  then 
to  apply  the  confideration  thereof  to  prance. 

We  may  firft  obfervCj  that  the  ancient  Hebrews,  having, 
u  it  fcems,  in  their  language  no  one  word  properly  figni- 
fying  the  world,  or  univerfal  frame  and  complex  of  things 
created,  (that  fyftem,  as  the  author  de  Mundo  defines  it, 
^^^ff/lfti^g  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  natures  contained  in  ^^VT*^^^ 
tkem,)  did  for  to  exprefs  it  ule  a  colledion  of  its  chief  parts,  ^%^*,  1/*^! 
(duef  abfolutely  in  themfelves,  or  fuch  in  refpe£k  to  us,)  '"'/'^'^J'!**" 
the  heaven,  and  the  earth,  adding  fometimes,  becaufe  ofstf.JeM.^, 
the  word  earth  its  ambiguity,  tht  fea  alfo:  yea  fometimes,  s*lf{^^!^^' 
Ibr  fuller  explication,  fubjoining  to  heaven  its  ho/i,  to  earth 
ItM  fulnefs,  to  theT^a  its  contents.    So,  In^  days  the  Gen.  Ui. 
Loird  made  heaven  and  earth,  faith  Mofes :  and.  Do  not  iJ^r-  uiii* 
ill  heaven  and  earth  P  faith  the  Lord,  (in  Jeremiah :)  and, 
b  is  eafter  for  heaven  and  earth  to  pafs,  than  for  one  tittle  Luke  zvi. 
ifihe  law  to  fail,  faith  our  Saviour :  and^  God,  futh  St*  j^^  ^^..^ 
Pau!^  who  made  the  world,  and  all  things  therein,  feeing  m. 

▼OL.    !¥•  T 
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SERM.  thai  he  is  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth;  (where  the  UHirld 

XII.     all  things  therein  do  iignify  the  fame  with  heaven 

pf  Ijjj,  3^  Mr/A ;  he  firft  ufes  the  word  {world)  which  the 

Nch.  ix.  6.  language  afforded,  then  adds  the  circumlocution,  whcreS 

J  I.  *     *   the  Hebrews  did  exprefs  it.)    By  heaven  and  earth  then 

9  Kings      fore  ^e  are,  I  fay,  to  underftand  thofe  two  regions,  f\rpi 

Ift.  xlii.  5.  rior  and  inferior,  into  which  the  whole  fyilem  of  things  i 

divided,  together  with  all   the  beings  that  do  refide  i 

them,  or  do  belong  unto  them,  or  are  comprehended  b] 

them ;  as  we  fee  fiilly  expreffed  in  our  text,  and  otbop 

where ;  particularly  with  utmoft  difiin^on  by  the  ai^ 

Rev.  X.  6.   in  the  Apocalypfe :   who  fwears  by  him  that  litfetk  fii 

every  who  created  the  heaven^  and  the  things  that  are  ther$ 

inj  and  the  earthy  with  the  things  that  therein  are^  and  A 

fea,  with  the  things  therein. 

By  heaven  then  is  underftood  all  the  fuperior  region  €fr 
compafling  the  globe  of  earth,  and  from  it  on  all  fides  ef 
tended  to  a  diftance  unconceivably  vail  and  fpacious,  vid 
all  its  parts,  and  furniture,  and  inhabitants ;  not  only  fad 
things  in  it  as  are  vifible  and  material,  but  alfo  thofi 
which  are  immaterial  and  invifible ;  fo  we  are  plain^ 
Col.  i.  16.  taught  by  St.  Paul:  By  kiniy  faith  he,  were  created  d 
things^  which  are  in  heaven^  and  which  are  in  earth,  boti 
thofe  that  are  vifible,  and  thofe  that  are  invifible;  whethe 
they  he  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers 
all  things  were  created  by  him,  and  for  him :  that  is,  no 
only  the  material  and  fenfible  parts,  or  contents  of  heaven 
(thofe  bright  and  beautiful  lamps  expofed  to  our  view 
with  the  fluid  matter,  in  which  they  may  be  conceived  t< 
float  or  fwim,)  but  thofe  beings  of  a  more  pure  and  refine 
fubftance,  and  thence  indifcernible  to  our  fenfe,  howeve 
eminent  in  nature,  mighty  in  power,  exalted  in  dignitj 
Judc  6.  whofe  ordinary  refidence  and  proper  habitation  (their  J^u 
ohrfTTifiov,  as  St.  Jude  termeth  it)  is  in  thofe  fuperior  re 
gions;  in  that  they  are  courtiers  and  domeflic  officers  c 
God,  (whofe  throne,  and  fpecial  prefence,  or  the  place  whei 
Din!vii.io.he  more  peculiarly  and  amply  difcovereth  himfelf,  and  dil 

^cv^'v  ii'  pW^^^  ^^  gl^ry?  *s  i"  heaven,)  attending  upon  him,  an 
Matt,  xviii.  miniflering  to  him  ;  encircling  his  throne,  (as  it  is  in  th 

10. 
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^^^ladoa,)  and  always  (as  our  Saviour  telleth  us)  lehold-^  SERM. 
•RKiyice;  even  thefe  all  were  made  by  God :  the  time     XII. 
■■•Bdwhcn,  and  the  manner  how  thofe  invifible  fublime 
^Wues  were  made,  is  not  in  the  hiftory  of  the  creation, 
Orodberwhere  manifefily  exprefled,  (becaufe  perhaps  it  doth 
aceed  the  capacity,  or  doth  not  fuit  the  condition  of  man 
to  onderftand  them ;  or  bccaule  it  doth  not  much  concern 
tt^  or  not  much  conduceth  to  our  edification  to  know 
Aem  s)  but  that  they  were  made  by  God,  and  that  when 
«e  call  God  the  Maker  of  heaven,  they  are  comprehended, 
M  the  creatures  of  God,  dwelling  there,  is  evidently  de- 
ckicd  in  Scripture  *• ;  for  befide  the  fore-mentioned  clear 
Mid  fiiU  place  of  St.  Paul,  the  angel  fore-cited  in  the  Re-  Rer.  z.  6. 
idalion  faith,  that  God  created  the  heaven^  xai  roi  h  euurmj 
eted  the  things  in  it ;  and  in  our  text,  it  is  laid  that  God 
meie  heaven  and  all  things  in  it,  {nirra  ra  h  awruy)  which  Mark  zii. 
lUmfy  includeth  the  angels;   if  all  things  in  it,  then ^'j/'"* ^^• 
findy  the  angelsj  who  are  often  exprefled  to  be  in  heaven, 
btkig  indeed  the  principal  and  moft  confiderable  things  Neh.  ix.  0. 
dfemn.    And,  Thou  hajl  made  heaven,  the  heaven  of  hea^ 
mMi,  with  all  their  hojl,  (pray  the  Levites  in  Nehemiah,) 
where,  according  to  the  Jews'  notion,  who  lay  there  are 
three  heavens ;  Coelum  nubiferum,  or  the  firmament ;  Cae- 
i)UB  qflriferum,  the  (ftarry)  heavens ;  Ccelum  avgeliferum, 
or  the  heaven  of  heavens ;  where  the  angels  refide,  (the 
lUid  heaven  in  St.  Paul ;)  by  the  hofis  of  heaven,  are  a  Cor.  zii. 
Boant  the  angels :  as  alfo  the  hods  of  God  do  feem  to 
^piifyin  the  103d  Pfalm;  where  it  is  faid,  Blefs  the  Lord,  Pfal.  ciii. 
ft  his  angels,  that  excel  infirevgth,  that  do  his  command-  ^^'  ^^* 
meniSj  hearkening  unto  the  voice  of  his  word;  Blefs  ye  the 
Lordf  all  his  hqfts,  ye  minifters  of  his,  that  do  his  pleafure. 
Whence  they  are  termed  the  fons  of  God:  as  where  inJobii.  1. 
fob  it  is  laid.  There  was  a  day^  wlien  the  fons  of  God  came  ^WxMiz* 
%  prefent  tltemfelves  before  the  Lord  ;  and  in  feveral  other  c*  uiz- 1- 

•  The  Greek  Fkthen  commonly  (and  St.  Hieromc  after  them)  conceived 
btyirerc  nude  before  the  creation  of  this  material  world :  St.  Auftin  thinks 
hm  meant  under  FUt  lux,    De  Civ,  Dei,  xi..9. 

T  a 
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SERM.  places :  and  St.  Jude  telleth  us  of  the  lapfed  angels,  thll 
^^^*     they  did  not  retain  r^y  iavrw  if%^,  iheir  beginnings  oi 
Jude  6.      primitive   ftate;   wherefore  they  had  a  beginning!  and 
whence  could  they  have  that,  but  from  God }  who  akme 
1  Tim.  vi.  is  eternal|  {who  alone  originally,  intrinfecally,  and  neccdt- 
Arift.  de     nly,  haihy  as  St.  Paul  faith,  immortality;  and  confequentlj 
Calo,  h      alone,  (as  Ariftotle  by  feveral  arguments  proveth  againl 
Plato,)   hath  eternity.)    The  angels  alfo  are  fubjed  to 
God's  jurifdi6iion  and  governance,  which  aigueth  thdr 
proceeding  from  him,  and  dependence  upon  him  :  in  fine^ 
the  Pfalmift  reckons  them  among  the  works  of  God;  far 
IHkl.  ciii.     having  faid,  Blefs  the  Lordj  ye  his  angels;  and,  Blefsik 
Lordf  all  ye  his  hojls;  he  recapitulating  and  conchidiy 
fubjoins,  Blefs  the  Lord,  all  his  works  in  all  places  ofhisih 
minion:  and  again,  in  the  148th  Pfalm,  fummoning  all  iho 
creation  to  a  confort  of  doxology,  he  begins  with  the  botp 
vens,  then  proceeds  to  the  earth,  making  a  very  particukr 
recitation  of  the  chief  parts  and  inhabitants  belon^ng  to 
each ;  and  in  the  firfl  place  mentioning  the  angels,  then  the 
(lars,  then  the  heaven  of  heavens,  he  fubjoineth  the  reafoo 
why  they  ought  all  to  praife  God:  Let  them,  faith  he,pfaj^ 
the  name  of  the  Lord;  for  he  commanded,  and  they  wert 
created;  he  hath  alfo  eflallijhed  them  for  ever  and  ei^eri  h 
hath  made  a  decree,  which  Jhall  not  pafs.    Thus  we  are  \^ 
Divine  revelation  in{iru6ied  concerning  the  exigence  aal 
original  of  thofe  heavenly  invifible  beings,  to  the  know- 
ledge of  whom,  that  they  are,  what  they  are,  whence 
they  are,  natural  light  could  not  reach ;  although  from  tbt 
relics  of  primitive  tradition  even  the  Pagans  themfelva 
commonly  in  part  did  acknowledge  this  truth,  calling  al 
the  inferior  or  fecondary  gods,  whom  they  conceived  t< 
Arift.  de     converfe  together  happily  (Iv  rm  aycoTorm  toxoo)  in  the  high 
Folit!'i!  1^  ^^  place  above,  as  Ariftotle  faith,  in  fubjeiftion  to  God 
and  attendance  on  him,  the  children  of  the  Supreme  God 
Plato  in     Plato  calls  God,  YloLiipct,  x«l  Aij/xioupyov,  the  Father  am 
T»in.  Framer  of  them  all,  according  (as  he  avoweth  himfelf)t< 

ancient  tradition.  And  thus  concerning  thofe  being 
piety  doth  oblige  us  to  believe  and  profefs  that  God  i 
their  Maker,  it  efpecially  conducing  to  his  glory  to  be 
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ieve,  that  he  is  the  Author  of  their  fublime  natures,  and  SERM. 
]kmor  of  thofe  excellent  properties,  with  which  they  are     ^^^' 
aidowed,  and  wherein  they  fo  far  furpafs  all  other  beings. 

As  for  all  other  things  both  in  heaven  and  earth,  the 
Biatcrial  frame  of  the  viiible  world,  with  all  its  parts  com- 
pafied  together  in  fo  fair,  fo  fit,  fo  firm  and  ftable  an 
xder,  they  (as  we  have  fometime  fufficiently  difcourfed) 
vrea  to  natural  underfianding  fpeak  themfelves  to  have 
seoD  produced  by  a  mod  wife,  mod  powerful,  mod  bene- 
SoeDt  author,  that  is,  by  God ;  the  which  is  confirmed  by 
bmunerable  teftimonies  of  holy  writ,  fo  evident  and  ob- 
rious,  that  we  need  not  to  cite  them  :  and  to  thus  much 
die  generality  of  mankind  hath  always  confented ;  as  alfo 
Ae  moft  and  bed  reputed  philofophers  did  in  general 
terans  avow  it,  acknowledging  God  the  Author  and  Builder 
of  the  world. 

But  there  is  one  particular,  wherein  they  feem  unani- 
Boully  to  have  diiTented  from  what  Chridian  piety  in- 
cEoes  us  to  acknowledge,  as  mod  fuitable  to  the  Divine 
pwfeftion  and  majedy ;  which  concerns  the  origin  of  that 
maUery  of  which  corporeal  things  do  fubfid.     For  even 
Hato.himfelf,  who  fo  pofi lively  doth  afl^rt  the  world  to 
hate  been  framed  by  God,  is  yet  conceived  (I  fpeak  fo 
Inbiouflyy  becaufe  his  writings  about  this  point  are  fome-Tim.  p. 
R^t  obfcure,  and,  as  Judin  Martyr  proves,  inconfident  JJ*®;  J^* 
mih  themfelves)  to  fuppofe  the  matter  of  things  to  behort.  i.ad. 
sternal ;  he  afcribing  only  to  Grod  the  forming  and  dif-   "^'  ^*  ** 
wfing  it  into  a  good  order,  anfwerable  to  fome  patterns 
mexifient  in  his  wife  underdanding ;   ^even  as  a  good 
Dtift  doth  out  of  an  undiapen  lump  of  duff  frame  a  hand- 
bme  piece  of  work,  conformable  to  fome  idea  (or  image) 
neconceived  in  his  fancy:  fo  that  he  reprefents  God, 
vtber  as  a  Builder  out  of  prepared  materials,  than  as  a 
Creator  of  the  world.    Socrates  and  PlatOy  faith  Plutarch,  Plat.de Pta- 

citis,  i.  a. 
k  Ut  igitnr  hber,  cum  quid  aedificaturus  eft,  non  ipfe  fiacit  fnateriam,  fed 
i  atitur,  qus  fit  panu,  ii6lorque  item  cera ;  fie  ifli  providentia  diTina  ma- 
siani  praefto  eife  opoituit,  non  quam  ipfe  faceret,  fed  quam  haberet  paratam. 
5#*  mfmJ  Laa.  ii.  pag.  180. 

Qnibas  ocolts  intueri  potuit  Tefter  Plato  fabricam  illam  tanti  opens ;  qua 
oointi  m  Deo,  itque  adificari  mqndum  fiicit?     Ci€.  dt  Nat.  Dtw,  ftc 
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SERM.  did  fuppofs  three  principles  of  things^  Ood,  matter^  idea: 
XII.  Qod  is  the  mind'y  Matter  theJirJIfubjeA  of  generation  md 
corruption;  Idea  an  incorporeal fubfiftence  in  the  concepiiom 
of  God.  Anaxagoras  alfo,  as  the  fame  author  (and  Ari- 
ftotle  before  him)  telleth  us^did  aiTert  two  principles^;  the 
one  paJJUve^  the  matter y  confiding  of  an  infinite  number  of 
fmall  particles  like  to  one  another  in  ihape;  the  other 
a&ive,  underjlandingy  which  ranged  thofe  troops  of  little 
bodies  into  order:  to  the  fame  effeAs  Pythagoras  bii 
conceits,  though  exprefled  with  much  obfcurity,  are  re- 
duced. Thales  his  opinion  was  in  effed  the  iame,  wfao^ 
as  Cicero  telleth  us^faid,  that  water  was  the  principle  rf 
things f  and  God  that  mind,  which  fa/kioned  all  things  out 
oj  water  ^K  The  Stoics  alfo  were  of  the  fame  opinion: 
//  feems  to  them,  faith  Laertius  in  Zeno's  life,  that  then 
are  two  principles  of  all  things,  the  agent,  and  the  patient; 
that  the  patient  is  the  matter  void  of  qualities,  tut  tin 
agent,  reqfon  which  is  therein,  that  is,  God^.  TertuUisn 
againtt  Hermogenes  faith,  that  he  did  take  from  the  Stoics 
to  place  matter  with  God ;  which  matter  did  always  exi/l, 
being  neither  born  nor  made,  and  nowife  having  either  4e- 
ginning  or  end,  out  of  which  afterward  the  Lord  made  all 
things  f ;  and.  Come  now^  faith  the  fame  Father  in  his 
book  againft  the  Valentinians,  let  the  Pythagoreans  leamj 
let  the  Stoics  acknowledge^  and  even  Plato  himfelf,  whence 
matter,  whorn  they  would  have  unmade,  did  draw  its  both 
origin  andfub/iance  toward  all  this  Jirudure  of  the  worlds* 
Yea,  Ariftotle  tells  us,  that  generally  all  natural  philofo- 

c  'Afu^ftyi^ag  ti  yaf  f^nx^^^V  xfi''''"  ^  *^  «*?•'  «#r/»#«'#i*«».     jlriji.  Met.  u  4. 
^  Thales  aquam  dixit  efle  initium  rerum,  Deum  autem  efle  mcntem,  qos 
ex  aqua  cun6la  ^ngcret.     De  N.  D.  i. 

irar;^0y  i7Va«  rh*  aTtm  vXtif'  re  it  TMvy  rif  i»  etitrn  >.»yn  rh  Sw».     L^ert,  in  Ztiu 

Lipf.  in  Phyf.  Sen.  Ep.  65. 

^  Sumpdt  a  Stoicis  materiam  cum  Domino  ponere,  quae  et  ipfa  Temper 
fuerit  ncque  nata,  neque  fa£la,  ncc  initium  habens  omninOy  nee  finem,  ex 
quo  Dominus  omnia  poftca  fccerit.     Tertul.  in  Hermoj^.  1. 

C  Age  nunc,  difcant  Pythagorici,  agnofcant  Stuici,  Plato  ipfe,  unde  matentt 
quam  innatam  volant  ct  originem  et  fubftantiam  traxerit  in  omncm  banc 
(Iruem  mundi.  Adv.  VaUnt.  15. 

Vid.  Athenag.  Leg.  pag.  19> 
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Msn  before  him  did  conceive,  and  did  aflume  it  .for  a  SERM. 
inciple,  that  nothing  was  made  out  of  nothing,  or  that  ^H. 
cry  thing  produced  had  neceffarily  fome  preexiftent 
latter^  out  of  which  it  was  produced :  //  is,  faith  he,  the 
mumon  opinion  of  naiuralifts,  that  nothing  can  he  made  out 
r  nothing;  and,  That  it  is  impq/ftble,  that  any  thing 
imld  proceed  from  nothing,  all  that  havejludied  about  na^ 
^re  do  confent  ^ :  wliich  principle  Ariftotlehimfelf  not  only 
Imits,  but  extends  farther,  affirming  it  impoffible  that 
ay  thing  (hould  be  produced  out  of  matter  not  predif- 
oled  to  admit  the  form  which  is  to  be  produced ;  Hi  Phyf.  i.  9. 
JRnu  Sri  5y  i^  Stu  «y.  Neither  can,  faith  he,  every  thing  be 
tade  of  every  thing,  but  out  of  fome  fubjedi  fitted  thereto^ 
or  fufceptive  thereof,)  as  animals,,  and  plants  out  of  their 
iedK  Which  principles  deduced  from  the  obferving  na- 
mil  e£fe&8,  or  works  of  art  performed  always  by  altera- 
ions,  additions,  fubtra^ons,  or  tranfpofitions  of  fome 
natter  fubjacent,  we  may  fafely,  in  refpe£t  only  to  fuch 
kinds  of  efk&s,  proceeding  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  na- 
ture, admit;  allowing  no  natural  agent,  no  created  artificer, 
yBcient  to  produce  any  thing  without  fome  matter  or 
[nbjeA  aptly  qualified  and  prepared  to  receive  its  infiu- 
tBce;  but  Arom  hence  to  conclude  univerfally,  that  every 
i^n  poffible  doth  require  a  matter  preexiftent,  or  a 
prdCfpofed  fubjed,  is  nowife  reafonable :  becaufe  fuch  a 
thing  doth  not  ufually  according  to  the  courfe  of  nature 
happen;  becaufe  there  is  no  caufe  obvious  that  can  per- 
form fo  much ;  becaufe  we  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
manner  of  way  of  doing  fuch  a  thing,  that  therefore  the 
thing  is  in  itfelf  abfolutely  impoffible,  is  no  warrantable 
argumentation :  no  logic  will  allow  us  from  particular  ex- 


Mv.     Pixf.  i.  4.  8. 

Vid.  de  Geaer.  et  Comip.  i.  3.  et  Metaph.  i.  1 ,  3. 

I  *Ai)  IW  n  i  ttrixurmi,  If  S  yiynrtu  ri  ytytifituff  it$t  r<&  ^vr«9  ««'  t«  {£» 
I  rrC^URTtf .     Pfyf.  i.  8. 

Erit  aliqaid  quod  tut  ex  nihilo  oriator,  aut  in  nihilum  fubito  occidat ;  quit 
DC  pbjrficiit  dixit  unquam  ?     Cic  d§  Divitu  2. 
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SBRM.  perimenU  to  eftablifh  general  conclufions^  efpecially  fuch 
^^^'  as  do  concern  the  determination  of  what  is  abfolutely  im- 
poflible ;  that  mud  be  Fetched  from  abftraAed  notions  of 
reafon^  not  from  fingular  appearances  to  fenfe :  there  may 
be,  for  all  that  we  (we  pitifully  (hortiighted  creatures  in* 
this  our  dark  date)  can  by  any  means  know,  agents  of  an- 
other fort,  and  powers  in  manner  of  efficacy  much  differ- 
ing from  all  thofe  which  come  within  the  narrow  compafi 
of  our  obfervation.  Efpecially  to  imagine,  that  the  Su- 
preme Being,  who  made  the  world  in  a  manner,  whatever 
that  manner  were,  incomprehenfible,  cannot  himfelf  ad 
otherwife  than  we  fee  thefe  inferior  things  (not  only  infi-. 
nitely  lower  in  degree,  but  wholly  different  in  nature)  do 
'AlvMr«t  a&,  is  grofsly  vain  and  unreafonable :  //  is  impoffibk^ 
^•if^n  ^^^  ^^'  Chryfoftom  weU, /or  matCs  nature  by  curious  in- 
cif  rS  ei»  quiry  to  penetrate  the  workmanjhip  of  God.  From  fenfe 
J!^^'  or  experience  then  fuch  conclufions  cannot  well  be  de- 
^ir^M.  rived ;  it  affures  us  that  fome  effe&s  are  poflible,  but  can- 
Gen/xl^.fi',  ^^^  '^^^P  "s  ^^  determine  what  is  impoflible.  Neither  arc 
there  any  certain  principles  of  reafon,  from  whence  it  may 
be  coUefted,  that  it  is  impoflible,  that  fome  fubftances 
fhould  be  totally  produced  de  novo,  or  receive  completely 
an  exiftence,  which  they  had  not  before:  that  no  fuch 
principles  are  innate  to  our  minds,  (if  indeed  there  be  at 
all  any  innate  principles,  which  fome  philofophers  deny,) 
every  man's  experience  can  tell  him :  neither  do  thefe 
philofophers  allege  any  fuch ;  nor  (as  we  before  (hewed) 
can  any  fuch  be  drawn  from  experience.  If  they  fay,  the 
propofition  is  aurorifoc,  or  evidently  credible  of  itfdf, 
without  any  proof,  it  is  a  precarious  and  groundlefs  afler- 
tion ;  fuch  as  ought  not  to  be  admitted  in  any  fcience,  or 
any  difceptation ;  except  the^  can  (hew  that  the  terms  of 
thpfe  propofitions,  (or  of  the  like  equivalent  ones,)  A  fub- 
ftance  is  producible  altogether  de  novo  ;  A  fubftance  may 
exift,  which  did  not  exifl ;  Something  may  be  produced 
out  of  nothing;  do  involve  a  contradiftion ;  which  it  ra- 
ther is  evident  they  do  not,  there  being  nothing  contained 
in  the  notion  of  fubftance  inconfiftent  with  fuch  a  produ- 
cibility,  or  with  novity  of  exiftence,  no  more  than  there  is 
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the  notion  of  6gnre  or  of  motion,  which  things  no  man  SBRM. 
irdiy  denies  to  recave  a  new  exiftence.    In  fine,  nothing     ^"■ 

otoie  realbnable  than  to  confefs,  that  our  reafon  can 

iwife  leach  the  extent  of  ail  powers  and  all  poflibilities ; 

d  that  we  much,  as  St.  Chryfollom  fpcaks,  do  tranf-'Tin(C~'iut 

sGi  our  meafuies  and  bounds,  if  we  pretend  to  Itnow  """^Ly 

tat  things  God  is  able  to  produce,  or  how  he  doth 

3duce  any :  His  works,  as  Laftantius  fpeaketh,  are  Jeen 

•thet/es;  but  how  he  made  them,  the  mind  itfelf  cannot  fee^. 

sofe  ofnnions  therefore  of  the  ancient  philofophers,  that 

e  matter  of  the  world  (or  of  natural  things)  was  eternal 

id  neccflarily  preexilleiit,  and  that  there  could  be  no 

reation  out  of  nothing,  were  aflumed  altogether  without 

oy  clear  or  fure  foundation.     We  may  fay  unto  them, 

I  our  Lord  did  once  fay  to  the  Sadduceea,  Ye  err,  net  mm.  uii. 

waving  the  Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God.     The  po-'*" 

mty  and  narrownefs  of  man's  natural  undemanding,  (not 

joing  ufually  beyond  matters  obvious  to  fenfe]  and  that 

iubiliti/,  ly  the  meannefs  of  their  reafon,  to  look  up  to  the 

iifht  of  truth,  did,  as  St.  fialii  fays,  deeeice  ihemK    And 

tint  thefe  opinions  (revived  and  embraced  by  divers  per- 

Bns  in  our  days)  are  falfe,  and  contnury  to  our  iaith,  that 

b  truth  all  the  matter  of  things  both  could  be,  and 

Rilly  was,  created  by  God,  may  from  feveral  reafons 

I,  It  is  often  in  general  terms  affirmed  in  Scripture, 
ihtt  God  did  make  all  things ;  all  things  in  heaven  and 
earth.  Now  it  is  unfafe,  and  never,  without  uigent  rea- 
fan  allowable,  to  fnake  limitations  or  redri^ions  of  uni- 
«Tfcl  propofitions,  efpecially  of  fucb  as  are  frequently 
lod  conftantly  thus  fet  down :  and,  lifce  as  St.  Paul  fome- 
irbere  difcourfes,  becaufe  it  is  faid  in  the  prophets, 
^xry  on«  that  betievetk  in  himjhall  not  beajkamei;  and,itiyn.i.ii, 

'  —hoc  efi  iDodam  condltioni*  fus  tnnfgredi,  nee  intdligcre  qaoafque 
kaim  Uccai  iceedcrc.   tan. 

Opat  ipfiut  vidcDtar  oculiii  qDOmndo  aulcm  ilU  fecciit,  ne  mcnte  quidcm 
t'dnir.  LmS.  3. 

'  'UiVH^ni  ■***!  rS(  iAfiiritm  firmi  i  •!»■ — t  Iwr^lmi  U  X>]4f^ 
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89RBL  tFhofoetfer  Jkall  call  upon  theZordJkall  lefamij  tbeie- 
^^'  fore  both  Jews  and  Greeks^  in  cafe  of  thdr  bdief  and 
invocation  of  God,  are  capable  of  acceptance  and  falva- 
tion ;  il  yip  hrt  heumJJi,  for  that  there  is  no  diftinftion  or 
exception  made :  fo  it  being  laid  univerially  and  unUnut- 
edly>  that  all  things  were  made,  and  no  reafon  appeanmj 
which  compels  to  reftrun  that  univer&lity,  therefore  the 
matter  of  things  was  alfo  made ;  the  matter  being  one 
thing,  jea  in  the  opinion  of  moft  philolbphers,  as  well  an- 
cient as  modem,  the  principal  thing,  the  only  fubfiaa- 
tial  thing  in  nature ;  all  other  things  bemg  only  modei| 

Arift.  Phjf.  afieftions,  or  relations  thereof.    Whence  Ariftotle  telleth 

i«^.^^3.  ^*'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^®  ^^  philofophers  did  affirm  nothing 
at  all  really  to  be  made,  and  nothing  ever  to  be  deftroyed; 
becaufe  matter  did  always  fubfift  and  abide  the  lame,  as  if 
no  other  thing  befide  in  nature  had  any  being  oonfi- 
derable.  If  God  therefore  did  not  produce  matter  itlel^ 
he  could  hardly  be  accounted  author  of  any  thing  in  na- 
ture, fo  far  would  he  be  from  being  truly  affirmed  the 
maker  of  all  things :  upon  this  ground  Cicero,  as  La£taxi- 
tius  cites  him,  denied  that  God  was  the  author  of  any  of 
the  elements :  //  is  not  probable,  faid  he,  that  the  matter, 
whence  all  things  did  arife,  was  made  by  divine  Providence; 
and.  If  matter  was  not  made  by  God^  then  neither  eartk, 
nor  water y  nor  air ,  nor  fircy  were  made  by  him  ™j  to  ihvert 
which  difcouHe,  we  fay,  that  God  did  make  all  thefe  things, 
(earth,  fea,  fire,  and  air,)  as  the  holy  Scripture  frequently 
aflerts,  wherefore  the  matter  of  them  was  alfo  his  work: 
he  was  not  only,  as  St.  Bafil  fpeaks,  an  inventor  ofjigwresi 
(or  a  raifer  of  motions,)  but  the  maker  of  nature  itfe^^] 
and  of  all  that  is  fubftantial  therein. 

a.  Again,  God  is  in  Scripture  affirmed  to  be  the  true 
proprietary  and  pofrefTor  of  all  things,  none  excepted; 

^  Primum  igitur  non  eft  probabile  cam  roatcriam  renim  unde  orti  fuat 
omnia,  efle  divina  Providentia  effeAam,  fed  habere  et  habutfle  vim  et  natu- 
imm  fuam : — Quod  (i  non  eft  a  Deo  materia  fada,  ne  terra  quidem,  et  aqua^ 
cC  aer,  et  ignis  a  Deo  fa6lu8  eft.   C/V.  apud  LaGant,  ii.  pag.  150. 

"  'O  ^i»g         ix*  *X^f*^rmf  Irr/f  cv^riif ^  •XA*  mSmit  rSff  f  vruvr  rSn  Strun  hfu. 
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to,  if  be  did  not  make  them  ?  for  he  thai  did  mi  SERtf • 
cannot f  as  Juftin  Martyr  argues,  have  any  right  to     ^^^' 
jhich  is  not  made ".     It  is  the  argument  by  which 
Mripture  frequently  proves  God  to  be  the  owner  and 
er  of  things,  becaufe  he  made  theni:   The  earth^^^l. zjir. 
the  Pfalmift,  is  the  Lord'sj  and  the  fulnefs  thereof  \  Ge„.  ^It. 
wld^  and  they  that  dwell  therein:  for  he  hath  founded  l^. 
m  thefeas,  and  prepared  it  upon  the  ^floods.     So,  be- 
(we  may  fay)  he  did  produce  matter,  and  doth  fuf- 
ts  being;  therefore  he,  by  the  moft  excellent  fort, 
pon  the  beft  ground  of  right,  doth  own  it,  and  n[iay 
ufe  it  at  hispieafure;  otherwife  might  we  not  fay  with 
Jlian,  If  God  did  not  make  matter,  he  ufing  a  thing 
ii  own,  becaufe  not  made  by  him,  either  he  ufed  it  pre-* 
ifly,  as  needing  it,  or  injurioufly,  as  ufurping  upon  it 
rceP. 

The  fuppofing  any  thing  to  be  eternal,  uncreated, 
ndependent  upon  God,  doth  advance  that  being  in 
refpe£U  unto  an  equality  with  Godt  imparting  thereto 
^t  and  divine  attributes  :  It  will  become,  as  St.  Ba£l'OftirmH  I- 
God^s  peer,  or  equal  vi  dignity,  being  dignified  with  ^^^tril^- 
ime  privileges.     That  fuppofition  likewife  in  eSeA  ^^;»»*  a|«m»- 
^eth  God  of  thofe  fpecial  perfeAions,  independency^'*^' 
ill-fufficiency ;    making  him  in  his  operations  and 
rmances  to  depend  upon,  and  to  be  in  a  manner  fub* 
nto,  matter ;  to  need  its  concourfe^  and  to  be  unable 
rform  any  thing  farther  than  it  admits  :  for.  None, 
rtuUian  difcourfeth,  is  free  from  needing  that,  whofe 
he  ufeth ;   none  is  exempt  from  fubjedion  to  that, 
i  he  needs  that  he  may  life;  and  none  who  lends  of  his 
to  ufe,  is  not  in  this  fuperior  to  him,  to  whom  he 
it  for  ufe^.    The  very  doubting  about  this  made 


.  i.  p.  aa. 

•de  alteno  afns  aut  precario  ufus  eft,  qua  egens  ejus,  aut  injaria,  qua 

lens  ejus.  Tert,  adv,  Hermog,  9. 

eino  nan  eget  eo,  de  cujus  utitur ;  nemo  non  fubjicitur  ei,  cujus  eget 

fit  uti ;  et  nemo  qui  preftat  de  fuo  uti,  non  in  hoc  fuperior  eft  eo,  cui 

ituti.  Tert.  adv,  Herm.  iv.  5. 
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SERM.  Seneca  put  fuch  abfurd  and  impious  queftions  as  thefe: 
XII.  How  GoiTs  power  is  limited?  whether  he  effe&s  whatever 
he  pleajelh,  or  is  difappointed  by  want  of  matter?  whe» 
ther  he  doth  not  form  many  things  ill,  not  from  defe€t  of 
art  in  him/elf,  hit  from  difobedience  of  the  Jubje^-mat' 
ter^?  Which  queftions  we  eaiily  refolve  by  fayiog^  no- 
thing is  impoifible  to  God ;  his  will  can  never  be  crofled 
or  difappointed ;  he  can  never  do  any  thing  bad,  or  im- 
perfeA  in  its  kind  ;  becaufe  he  createth  matter  itfelf  an- 
fwerable  to  his  defign. 

4.  As  Ariilotle  well  difcourfed  againft  the  ancient  philo- 
Ibphers,  who,  before  Anaxagoras,  did  affign  but  one  prin-. 
ciple  of  things,  a  material  and  paflive  one,  as  if  no  a^ve 
principle  were  required ;  fo  may  we  argue  againft  him- 
and  them  together.  If  God  did  produce  and  infert  an  ac- 
tive principle  into  nature,  (as  who  can  ima^ne  tbofe 
admirable  works  of  nature,  the  feminal  propagation  and 
nutrition  of  plants,  and  however  more  efpecially  the  ge- 
neration, motion,  fenfe,  fancy,  appetite,  pailion  of  ani- 
mals, to  be  accompliihed  by  a  mere  paflive  agitation  of 
matter,  without  fome  aftive  principle  diftinS  from  matter, 
which  difpofeth  and  determineth  it  to  the  produdion  of 
fuch  efTeAs?)  if  God  could,  I  fay,  produce  and  infert  fuch 
an  a£live  principle,  (fuch  an  IvrsAfp^sia,  as  the  philofopher 
calleth  it,)  why  might  he  not  as  well  produce  a  paflive 
one,  fuch  as  the  matter  is  ?  what  greater  difficulty  could 
he  find  in  doing  it  ? 

5.  Yea  farther,  if  God  hath  produced  immaterial  be- 
ings, or  fimple  and  uncompounded  fubftances  diflinfl  from 
matter,  fuch  as  angels  and  the  fouls  of  men,  merely  out 
of  nothing,  (for  out  of  what  preexiftent  fluff  could  they 
be  made  ?)  then  may  he  as  well  create  matter  out  of  no- 
thing ;  for  what  greater  difficulty  can  we  conceive  in  cre- 
ating fo  much  lower  and  more  imperfefl  a  thing,  than 

'  Quantum  Deus  poffit ;  materiatn  ipfe  fibi  formet ;  an  data  utatur ;  utrum 
idea  materia  prius  fupcrveniat,  an  materia  idese ;  Deus  quicquid  vult  efficiat, 
in  in  multis  rebus  ilium  tra6landa  deflituant;  et  a  magno  artifice  prave  for- 
mentur  multa,  non  quia  ceflat  ars,  fed  quia  id  in  quo  cxercetur  fsppe  inobfe- 
quens  arti  eft.    Sen.  Pr^f,  Nat,  Qu, 
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in  creating  thofe  more  excellent  fubftances^  fo  nrach  fuller,  SERM. 
as  il  were,  of  entity,  or  fo  far  more  removed  from  nothing?  ^^^' 
If  any  one  thing  is  producible  out  of  nothing,  why  may 
not  all  things  capable  of  exiilence  be  fo  produced  by  a 
competent  and  omnipotent  virtue  ?  JVIiynoij  as  Tertullian 
aigued^  all  things  out  of  nothings  if  any  thing  out  of  no^ 
thing  ;  except  if  the  divine  virtue ^  which  drew  fomewhat 
(mt  of  nothings  was  infufficient  to  produce  all  things  thence  f 
But  that  fuch  immaterial  fubftances  were  produced  by 
God,  we  before,  from  many  plain  teftimonies  of  Divine 
revelation,  did  ihew :  and  particularly  the  fouls  of  men 
are  produced  from  God's  breath,  or  by  the  efficacy  of  his 
word. 

6.  The  manner  of  God's  making  the  world,  exprefled 
in  Scripture,  by  mere  will  and  command,  {He  Jpake^  ani2 P&l.  xxxUi. 
f^  was  done  ;   he  commanded^  and  it  Jlood  faji  ;  he  com'^  ^'  cxiviii. ». 
manied^  and  they  were  created^)  that  only  by  uttering 
the  word  fat,  (not  audibly,  but  mentally,  that  is,  by  an 
aA  of  volition,)  all  things  ihould  be  formed  and  confti- 
tated  in  their  fpecifical  natures  and  perfe£tions,  doth  ar- 
gue, that  matter,  or  any  other  thing  poffible,  might  eaiily 
by  the  divine  power  be  produced  out  of  nothing.     Like- 
wife  efiefting  miracles  fuperior  or  contrary  to  the  law  and 
courfe  of  nature,  without  any  preparatory  difpofitions  in- 
duced into  the  fufcipient  matter,  in  the  fame  manner,  by 
mere  willing,  faying,  or  commanding,  whereof  there  be  in 
the  Scripture  frequent  inftances,  doth  perfuade  the  fame ; 
^\m^  xmliapir^Ti,  I  will;  be  thou  cleanfed :  Woman,  great  Luke  ▼.  la. 
is  thy  faith,  ywifiifrai  <roi,  »;  ^iKa^  he  it  to  thee,  as  thou  rftf- JJ*^^*^' 
fire/l :    na»ie7U,  0*0)  Xiyoo,  kyip^n.  Young  man,  I  fay  to  Luke  vii. 
thee.  Wake,  from  the  fleep  of  death :  fo  did  our  Saviour  ^^' 
fpeak,  and  the  effe£t  immediately  followed ;  whereby,  as 
he  demoinftrated  his  divine  power,  fo  he  declared  the 
manner,  whereby  divine  power  doth  incomprehenfibly 
operate  in  the  produi^on  of  things ;  and  that  it  therein 
nowife  dependeth  upon  matter:  for  it  is  nowife  harder 

*  Cur  non  omnia  ex  nihilo«  fi  aliquid  ex  nihilo ;  ni(i  (i  infufficiens  fuit  Di- 
?ina  Tirtoi  omnibut  prodaccndiiy  quK  xliqaid  protulerit  ex  nihilo  ?  Tertull. 
«^.  Herm,  15. 
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S  £RM.  or  more  impoffible  to  produce  matter  itfelf,  than  to  pro- 
^I^'     duce  a  form  therein  without  or  againft  an  aptitude  to  re* 

Matt.  iii.  9.  ceive  it :  nay,  it  feemeth  more  difficult  to  raife  children 
unto  Abraham  out  offtones,  than  to  draw  them  out  of  nor- 
thing; there  being  a  pofitive  obftacle  to  be  remove^ 
here  no  apparent  refinance ;  there  as  well  fomewhat  pre- 
ceding to  be  deftroyedy  as  fomewhat  new  to  be  produced, 
here  only  fomewhat  limply  to  be  produced:  efpedally 
coniidering,  as  we  faid,  that  God  ufeth  no  other  mean% 
inftruments,  or  applications  in  thefe  produ^ons,  than  hil 
bare  word  or  command;  which  there  b  no  reafon  'wAxf 
we  fhould  not  conceive  as  able  immediately  to  make  the 
matter,  as  to  produce  the  forms  of  things. 

7.  LaiUy,  The  holy  text^  defcribing  the  manner  and  or- 
der of  the  creation,  dotb  infinuate  this  truth.  The  Scrtp* 
turcj  faith  Tertullian  well^  doth  firji  pronounce  the  earth 
to  be  fnade,  then  fetteth  out  its  quality;  as  likewi/ejlffi 
prof  effing  the  heaven  made,  it  in  thejequel  dothjiiperindua 
its  diJpqfifionK  In  the  beginning,  faith  Mofes,  God  modi 
heaven  and  earth  ;  now  the  earth  was  without  form  ;  that 
is,  it  feems,  God  at  firft  did  make  the  matter  of  heaven 
and  earth  devoid  of  all  form  and  order,  a  confufed  and 
unihapen  mafs;  then  he  digefted  and  diAinguifhed  the 
parts  of  them,  by  feveral  fleps,  orderly  raifing  thence  all 
thofe  various  kinds,  and  well  arrayed  hofts  of  goodly 
creatures :  firft  he  made  the  ftones  and  timber^  and  all  re* 
quifite  materials,  then  did  he  rear  and  frame  this  (lately 
fabric.  So  the  words  do  found,  and  may  well  be  under- 
ftbod. 

From  thefe  premifes  we  may  conclude  againft  thofc 
philofophers,  who,  deftitute  of  the  light  of  revelation,  did 
conceit  otherwife,  and  againft  thofe  Chriftians  who  have 
followed  the  philofophers,  (as  Hermogenes  of  old,  and 
Volkelius  of  late,  together  with  the  fe£tators  of  their  opi- 

^  Scripture  terram  primo  fa6lain  edicit»  dehinc  qualitatem  ipfius  edi£erit ; 
ficut  et  coelum  primo  faflum  profefla  dehinc  difpontionem  ejus  fupcrinducit. 
TtrtulL  contra  Hermog,  36. 

r«^5iiV.     Greg,  Not:.  Oraf.  43. 
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oasj)  that  God  did  create^  (in  the  mod  drift  and  fcho-  SERM. 

[Heal  fenfe  of  that  word,  did  create,)  that  is,  either  im-     ^^^* 

ediately  or  mediately  did  produce  out  of  nothing,  or 

d  befiow  entirely  a  new  exiflence  unto  every  thing, 

hich  is,  not  excepting  any  one ;  and  that  is  the  fenfe  of 

e  words,  having  made  hntven  and  earth  ;  or  of  the  title, 

laker  of  heaven  and  earth,  afcribed  unto  God. 

Which  title  as  all  fober  Chriftians  have  always  ac- 

MMvledged,  and  the  holy  oracles  do  moft  plainly  avouch, 

V  to  the  one  true  Grod  alone,  (for,  to  us  there  is  but  one  iCou  fiii* 

M,  the  Fat  her,  from  whom  are  all  things,)  fo  there  were^* 

ivers  heretics  of  old,  Marcion  and  others  of  the  Gnoftic 

rew,  who  contradi6ted  it ;  affirming,  that  the  God  of  the 

Nd  Teftament,  who  made  the  world  and  enafted  the  ancient 

Imw,  whom  Mofes  and  the  Prophets  did  declare,  was  not 

the  lame  God  with  him  from  whom  the  Gofpel  proceeded^ 

ttd  who  is  preached  therein ;  the  Mofaic  God  being  a 

ivwfe  conditioned  God,  fierce  and  rigid,  angry  and  impla* 

cd>Ie,  delighting  in  wars  and  mifchiefis ;  but  the  evange** 

Bed  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord,  being  mild  and  gentle ; 

raid  of  all  wrath  and  fpleen ;  very  indulgent  and  benefi- 

oent".     Of  kin  to  that  faYicy  of  Marcion,  was  the  error  of 

the  Manichees,  who  fuppofed  two  firft  caufes  of  things ; 

h>m  one  whereof  good,  from  the  other  evil,  did  fatally 

xoceed ;  which  conceit,  it  feems,  they  drew  from  the 

^erfian,  Egyptian,  or  other  ethnical  do£lrines ;  the  which 

wt  have  recited  by  Plutarch  in  his  difcourfe  about  Ifis 

indOfiris;  The  Perfan  magi,  faid  he,  had  their  Oromazes 

nd  Arimanius  ;  the  Egyptians y  their  OJiris  and  Typhon ; 

ike  Chaldeans,  their  good  and  bad  planets;  the  Greeks,  their 

tna  and  Hades;  the  Pythagoreans,  their  Monas  and  Dyas; 

*  Pnedicac  hie  duos  eife  Patres,  divifaque  rq^ : 
Efle  mail  caufam  Dominum,  qui  condidit  orbem ; 
€loique  figuravit  carnem  fpiramine  vivam  ; 
Qaique  dedit  legem,  et  vatum  qui  voce  locutus ; 
Hunc  DCgat  cfTe  bonum>  juflum  tamen  efle  ^fitetur, 
Crade1em>  durum,  belli  cui  faeva  voluptas, 
Jodicio  horrendum,  precibus  manfuefcere  nullis : 
Efle  aiium  fuadens,  nulli  qui  cognitos  unquam  $ 
Hunc  ait  efle  bonum»  nullum  qui  judicat  aeque, 
Sed  fpargit  cun^is  vitam,  non  invidet  utli.  AJv.  Mmtc,  Ptim,  1. 
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SERM.  EmpedodeSy  his  Concord  and  Difcord^  8cc.  The  like  report 
XII.  we  have  in  divers  other  writers :  the  common  reafon^  or 
ground^  upon  which  thefe  erroneous  conceits  were  builtj 
was  this  ;  there  appearing  to  be  in  nature  fome  things  im* 
perfe£l^and  fome  things  bad^  (as  ill  difpofiuons^inclinationiy 
and  paflions  of  mind ;  ill  tempers  and  difeafes  of  body, 
attended  with  pains  and  troubles  in  life ;  vices,  difcordfi 
deformities^  antipathies,  irregularities,  monflers,  poifonii 
and  the  like  things  difperfed  in  nature,)  this  fort  of  thingii 
they  fuppofed  could  not  proceed  from  perfe£t  goodne&i 
the  fountain  of  what  was  good,  lovely,  orderly,  convc* 
nient,  pleafant,  and  defirable:  If  (difcourfeth  Plutarcby 
expreffing  the  main  of  their  argument)  nothing  can  natth 
rally  arife  without  a  caufe,  and  good  cannot  afford  coMfar 
lity  to  evilf  it  is  neceffary  that  nature  Jhould  have  a  proper 
feed  and  principle  of  evil  as  well  as  good :  and  thus  it 
feems  to  the  moji  and  wife/l  ;for  they  indeed  conceive  tw^ 
gods  as  it  were  counterplotting  each  other;  one  the  contriver 
and  producer  of  good  things,  and  the  other  of  had  ;  calling 
the  better  one  God;  the  other ,  DcemonJ,  But  this  difcourfe 
hath  two  faulty  fuppofitions  :  it  fuppofeth  fome  things  to 
be  imperfeft  and  evil,  which  are  not  truly  fuch ;  and  to 
thofc  things,  which  are  truly  fuch,  it  afligneth  an  ima- 
ginary and  wrong  caufc. 

I.  It  fuppofeth  fome  beings  according  to  their  ori^nal 
nature  and  conAitution  to  be  evil  and  imperfe£l;  which 
fuppofition  is,  I  fay,  falfe  j  for  there  is  no  fort  of  crea- 
ture, which  did  not  at  firft  pafs  the  Divine  approbation ; 
Gen.  i.  31.  God  faw  every  thing  which  he  had  made,  and  behold  it 
was  very  good :  good,  that  is,  convenient  and  fuitable  to 
its  defign,  (or  its  Author's  idea,)  fair  and  decent  in  its 
place,  according  to  its  proportion;  very  good,  that  is, 
perfefl  and  complete  in  its  degree,  without  any  defed, 


'  Plut.  de  liide  et  Oiiride.  Aug.  de  Civ.  Dei,  xx.  5.  cum  Lud.  Vive. 
Laertius  in  procemio.  Plato  de  Leg.  x.  Eufebius  de  Prap.  a4.  Arift.  Me- 
caph.  iv.  1.    Simplic.  in  Epi6l. 

y  El  ya^  iait  ifmsriiitf  vri^vut  yitUS^tUf  «^»/«»  ^i  »««mI  r  mya^it  §ym  mt  aw- 

t^X**9  ^•''  y'^^i^n  !^Mf  ««J  «?A;^»  wrn^  aym^w,  »c)  jimm«v  rn?  f  writ,  &c.      Plmt. 
d*  If.  et  Ofir, 
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Honiih^  or  flaw;  not  liable  to  any  rcafonable  blanie  or  SERM. 
csLcepticHi.  *  There  are  indeed  among  the  creatures  fome  XII. 
degrees  of  perfeftion,  (it  was  fit  there  (Iiould  be  fo  in  great 
ymetfj  that  things  might  by  comparifon  illuftrate  and 
enmnamd  one  another ;  that  there  might  be  regular  fub- 
onfinatioiiSy  and  fubferviencies,  and  harmonies ;  that  fe- 
iml  fiEbCulties  of  intelligent  creatures  might  be  exercifed, 
and  improved^  and  delighted;  that  the  voXwo/xiXof  a-optoy 
ds  mtanifbldf  or  multiform,  wifdom  of  the  Creator  might 
be  dtlplayedy  acknowledged^  and  celebrated;  there  are, 
I  fiiy^  for  fuck  purpofes  in  nature  creatures  gradually  dif- 
fareat  in  excellency,)  whence  fome  things  may  be  faid 
comparatively  imperfe^  or  rather  lefs  excellent  and  no- 
bk  in  refpeA  to  other  things,  endued  with  higher  tacul- 
tiei,  (Mr  (as  they  be  fometimes  called)  perfections  of  na- 
tais;  ibme  things  are  lefs  adive,  and  more  paflive  than 
Qlhera;  are  not  fo  capable  of  enjoyments  dele^ble  unto, 
aad  more  fubjeA  to  impreflions  diftafteful  to,  their  par- 
ticular nature ;  which  paffivities  and  difpleafures  are  not 
fimply  wills,  becaufe  they  do  fuit  the  degree  of  the  par- 
ticular natures  of  thofe  fubje&s,  being  alfo  ever  over 
bilanoed  with  other  pleafing  activities  and  enjoyments: 
ib  have  things  cfifierent  meafures  of  excellency ;  but  no- 
thing, as  it  comes  from  God's  hand,  or  ftands  in  its  rank 
m  nature,  is  pofitively  imperfeCl,  or  void  of  that  perfec- 
tion which  is  due  to  its  kind ;  much  lefs  is  any  creature 
sbfiilutcly  bad,  that  is,  ugly,  or  noxious,  or  trouble- 
iomey  or  cumberfome  to  the  univerfe;  fo  that  it  were 
better  away  out  of  it,  than  in  it.  God^  faith  the  Hebrew 
Wife  Man,  created  all  things^  that  they  might  liave  their 
iemg,  amd  ike  generations  of'  the  world  were  healthful^  and 
tkere  is  no  poifon  ofdeftruHion  in  tliem.  Every  thing  con* 
txttmtea  ibmewhat  to  the  ufe  and  benefit,  or  to  the  beauty 
and  ornament  of  the  whole :  no  weed  grows  out  of  the 
earth,  no  infeCt  creeps  upon  the  ground,  which  hath  not 
its  el^ancy,  and  yields  not  its  profit ;  nothing  is  abomi- 

*  Natune  onmci  quoniam  fant,  et  idco  habent  modum  fuum,  fpecicm 
faam*  et  qnandun  iecom  pacem  foam,  profe6to  bons  font,  jlmg,  de  Civ, 
D.  zn. 

VOL.  IV.  U 
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8ERM.  liable  or  delptcabte,  thoagh  all  things  w«  not  afike  •auc 
Jni.  ble  and  admirable:  there  ib  therefore  nothing  in  «U  tbv 
compars  of  nature  unfit  or  unworthy  to  hare  proceedol 
&om  God }  nothing  which  he  befeemingty,  witlwat  de^ 
rogation  to  his  excellenciea,  may  cot  own  for  lua  woik> 
nothiiig  which  in  its  rank  and  degree  doth  not  confieT  la 
the  manifellation  of  his  glorious  power,  adnurabla  ■mH' 

Pf.  dt.  H.  doni;  and  excellent  goodnefs  :  0  Lordj  (cried  the  devnt 
Plalmift  upon  particular  furvey  and  confideration  of  then^ 
/ww  manifold  are  Iky  works!  in  tvifdom  kqfi  tho*  mtU 
them  all ;  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches.  That  wluch  «• 
call  poifon,  is  fuch  only  relatively,  bang  noxioua  or. 
deflnidtve  to  one  part,  but  innocent*  wholcfome,  aai 
ufefiil  to  fome  other  part;  and  never  prejudicial  to  tlv 
whole  body  of  things  3  yea,  even  to  that  part  itfelf  it  i» 
commonly  beaeficial  in  fome  cafe  or  feafon ;  sffardiiqb  '^ 
not  continual  alimony,  yet  fometime  phyfic  thcfeto^  aaA 
ferving  to  expel  another  poifon  or  mifchicf  more  immr- 
nently  dangerous.  ■  That  which  we  call  a  monfler,  is  not  ' 
unnatural  in  regard  to  the  whole  contexture  of  caulesr 
but  arifeth  no  lefs  methodically,  than  any  thing  moft  or- 
dinary ;  and  it  alfo  hath  its  good  end  ai>d  ufe,  well  feir- 
ing  to  illuftrate  the  beauty  and  convemence  of  natore's 
ufual  courfe.  As  for  pain  and  grief  incident  to  the  n*' 
tures  of  thii^,  without  regard  to  any  demerit  or  juftice, 
they  are  not  properly  evils,  but  adherences  to  the  left 
peifefi  natures  of  things ;  *>  in  a  flate  liable  to  which  God 
not  only  jufUy,  but  wifely,  according  to  his  pleafure, 
might  coofiitute  things,  for  the  reafonsaod  endsbeforein- 
finuated  ;  for  no  reafon  obliged  him  to  confer  npoa 
every  thing  extreme  perfe^ion ;  he  might  <Kfpenfe  bis 
liberalities  in  what  kind  and  meafure  he  thought  good. 
In  fine,  the  reafoo  of  oSence  we  take  at  any  thing  of  thit 
kind>  feeming  bad  or  ugly  to  us,  arifeth  firom  our  defeS 

>  '£«»  ri  Ti(M  M>  nfi  fiin  ri-  «r>  f  w»  t  it  rvst,  mkX'  it  •*<  n  r^ 
rmt'  r^  t4i  ill,  ■><  rii>  1{  a»]-<n  UU  yinrm  rmfi  fir,,.  Arifi.  it  Gf- 
Jmim.  4. 

b  Til  «£  ilm  Itfuiiifymi,  Strtf  rini  irifUim;  anl  m^mymmimi  fini.  Ma- 
Tjr.ii. 
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I  knowledge  and  fagacity^  we  not  being  able  to  difcem  S£RM. 
he  particular  tendency  of  each  thing  to  the  common  uti-     ^^^' 
ity  and  benefit  of  the  world  c. 

a.  But  as  for  thofe*real  imperfedions  and  evils^  truly 
[0  GaDed,  {which  alone^  as  St.  Bafil  fpeaketh^  are  properly 
ml^mid  mo/l  worthy  of  the  appellation  ofevils^,)  habitual 
SSempers  of  foul^  and  irregular  actions  $  errors,  and  vices, 
Old  fins ;  we  need  not  fearch  for  any  one  eternal  01;  pri<- 
BUtive  caufe  of  them:  although  order,  uniformity,  beauty, 
md  perfedion  do,  yet  diforder,  confufion,  deformity,  and 
ieScA  do  not,  argue  any  unity  of  caufe,  whence  they 
Ikmld  fpring ;  the  true  caufes  of  them  are  fufiiciently  no- 
torioos ;  not  the  will  or  power  of  a  Creator,  but  the  wil-  Peccatum  t 
fidnefs  and  impotency  of  creatures  are  the  fountains  of  ^ft^qu^^ 
them.    They  are  no  fubftantial  beings,  and  fo  do  not  "^^  eft. 
need  an  infinite  power  to  create  them ;  they  do  hardly 
need  a  pofitive  caufe;  being  themfelves  rather  defeds, 
than  etEt&s ;  privations  of  being,  than  pofitive  beings : 
Lef  no  nuMf  faith  St.  Auftin,  feek  an  efficient  caufe  of  a 
biiwiU;  for  there  is  no  efficient,  but  a  deficient  thereof; 
fir  that  itfelfis  not  an  effe&ion,  hut  a  defe&ion^ :  and.  An 
ml  wtUj  faith  he  again,  is  the  efficient  caufe  of  an  ill  work  ; 
an  evil  will  hath  no  caufe  ^\  that  is,  none  befide  itfelf,  or 
its  own  deficiency.    And  again ;  Evil  hath  no  nature,  hut 
ike  lo/s  of  good  hath  received  the  name  of  evils:  however, 
moft  certahily,  the  rife  and  root  of  fin  is  our  free  will  and 
choice^ I  it  is  xeadif  ^KeumifjM  Trpoaipiastogy  as  Cyril  Hier. 

*  Diviiia  nos  tdmonet  protidentia  'non  res  infipienter  vituperare,  fed  uri- 
liMcm  ftnun  dtligenter  ioquircro,  et  ubi  noftrum  ingentum  vel  infinnitas 
deficit,  ibi  credere  occulta,  &c. ;  atque  haec  ipfa  aat  humilitatis  excrcitatio 
eft,  aoc  elmtionts  attritio.    jlug.  di  Civ,  Dei,  ii.  aa. 

'  Tk  u&ifUH  Mmmitf  mvi^  ftdXi^rm  mi  rng  ri*  xtttuif  ^^/ttnyt^mt  £^,  Baf.  f>r 
Obwf.    Qood  Deof  non  eft  aathor  mali. 

*  Nono  quamic  efficientem  caufam  mala  Toluntatis,  non  enim  eft  efti. 
cieasy  fed  deficiens ;  quia  nee  ilia  effe8.io  eft,  fed  defefUo. 

^  Mala  voluntas  efficiens  eft  operis  mali^  malce  autem  voluntatis  efficiens 
eft  nihil.     Jmg»  dt  Crp.  Dei,  zii.  6,  7* 

f  Mali  nulla  natura  eft,  fed  amiffio  boni  mali  nomen  accepit  jlug,  de 
C,  D.  xi.  9. 

h  *A^^  Mu  fi^n  riit  kftm^lmt  rl  I^  kftXv  meu  mJMI^w^uf.     Baf.  ubifupr, 
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^ERM.  taxth,  a  bad Jprout  from  our  choice.     Men,  or  other 

Xn.     leflual  and  free  agents,  their  voluntarily  averting  ( 

"""~""^  felves  from  the  fupreme  true  good  to  inferior  app 

goods  'f  their  wilfidly  declining  frtnn  the  way  whicl 

doth  ihew  and  prefcribe  to  them;  their  reje^ng  the  ad 

and  difobeying  the  laws  of  God ;  their  thwarting  th 

tates  of  that  reafon  which  God  did  put  in  them; 

Deut.  iv.    abufing  their  natural  faculties ;  their  perverting  am 

zxxi.  39.    rupting  tbemfelves,  and  others  alfo,  by  ill  example 

^^^'^^Vfuafion,  allurement,  violence;  tliefe  caufes  of  fuch 

7>&c.       are  nioft  vjfible  and  palpable:  we  need  not  go  fa 

rife  to  the  top  of  things,  to  find  an  author^  upon  i 

we  may  charge  our  evils ;  they  are  moft  truly  calk 

waysy  our  worksy  our  imaginationsj  our  inventums  ai 

vices;  they  are  the  children  of  our  afieded  ihipidit 

our  naughty  iloth ;  i  of  our  precipitant  choice,  of  our 

bom  will,  of  our  unbridled  paffion ;  they  are  wh(dl 

puted  to  us ;  we  are  blamed,  we  are  condemned,  v 

punifhed  for  them :  ^  as  it  is  horrible  blafphemy  to  a 

them  to  the  mod  good  God ;  fo  it  is  vain  to  ima^ 

other  neceflary  principle,  any  uncreated  mifchievous 

manius,  any  fpiteful  Cacodaemon,  any  eternal  Fate, 

ther  them  upon. 

The  mifchiefs  alfo  of  ptun  and  grief  confequent 

'EMouff'it^f     thofe  difiempers  and  mifdemeanors  {that  untvilling 

rta  Uyw.  of  wHful  cvilsj  as  Damafcenc  calls  them)  have  ver 

Orfh^'^F^iv  ^^^^^^  originals :  they  are  partly  to  be  imputed  t 

ao.  and  partly  attributed  to  God :  we  by  our  faults  d< 

and  draw  them  to  ourfelves;  God  in  juftice  and  wi 

Hof.xiii. g.doth  inflift  them  on  us:  Perditio  tua  ex  te ;  0  1 

Ifa.  lii.  9.    thou  hojl  dejbroyed  thyfelf;  and,  Woe  tmto  their  fou\ 

they  have  rewarded  evil  unto  tliemfelves :  fo  doth 

Amos  iii.  6.  charge  the  caufe  of  fuch  evils  upon  us  ;  and.  Shall 

be  any  eml  in  the  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  dw 


*  Tnf  fjLoxl^n^teLf  h  rnt  ^vxtis  i^tv^in  »i»<V«i  «  nai  nXi^^^ir.     Aftf 
zxv. 

k  Atriu  ik$fM,it»v'  St«f  u9»irt§s.     Plato  de  Kep.  x. 

Ov  yk^  2|  «v^«v«i;,  fiM  Atttf  •if*  2^  9»^j>tv,     Max.  Tyr. 
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i  not  eoil  and  good  proceed  out  of  tlie  Mojl  High  f  I  8ERM. 
he  Lairdj  and  there  is  none  elfe  ;  I  form  the  light j  and     XII, 
5e  darknefs  ;  I  make  peace,  and  create  evil:  fo  God  af-  Larn.iU.ss. 
ta  the  caufality  of  them  to  himfdf.     We  need  there-  i?-  *!y-  /• 

•  r  1  /•        r    1     /•         .1     Tcrtull.  in 

not  to  inquire  after  any  other  caufe  of  thefe  evils,  Marc.  2. 
!a  pceme,)  fo  called  becaufe  they  are  difpleafing  to 
\  or  fancy ;  although  confidering  the  needfulnefs  and 
ilneft  of  them  in  refpe£l  to  public  benefit,  (as  they 
«era|dary  and  monitive,)  and  their  wholefomene(s  for 
tcular  corre^on  and  cure,  (for.  No  chqftening,  as  theHeb.xii.ii. 
ftle  faith,  for  the  prefent  feemeih  to  be  joyous,  but 
H>us  ;  neverthelefs  afterward  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable 

of  righieoufnefs  unto  them  which  are  exercifed  tbere^ 

in  fuch  refpe&s  they  may  rather  be  called  good 
p;  however,  as  they  have  any  thing  bad  in  them, 

proceed  from  us ;  as  they  ccmtain  fomewhat  good, 

are  from"^  God :  which  fufBciently  confuteth  thofe 
tical  opinators,  and  decideth  the  controverfy;  it  being 

to  fuppole  any  other,  beiide  thefe  moft  apparent 
»  of  fuch  evils ;  our  bad  defert,  and  God's  juft  pro- 
ice.     It  is  confiderable,  that  even  vice  (although  ther/M*^^  ;i 
t  thing  in  the  world,  and  bad  to  the  fubjeft  thereof)  *r^rrX*'rw 
t  in.fome  refpeAs  ufeful ;  it  in  regard  to  the  whole  ^'''«**  *^ 
t  unprofitable ;  it  lerveth  to  the  illuftratioii  of  God's  ixU^rtitt 

attributes :  it  is  a  foil  to  virtue,  and  fetteth  off  its  2^^  '*•• 

Chiyf.apud 

:.    But  let  thus  much  fuffice  concerning  the  obje&s  Piut.  de 
ecreauon.  3,  3^ 

(hall  next  touch  a  confideration  or  two  conceminirSen.  Qu. 
Banner  how,  and  the  reafon  why,  God  did  make  the  eue  B^ef. 
1;  which  will  commend  to  us  his  doing  it,  and  inti-  -^i-ciEpift. 

fome  grounds  of  duty,  and  both  dire£fc  and  excite  pgj.i(qm„^ 
nraftice  in  refpeft  thereto.  The  manner  of  CJod's  pro-  optimum 
^  the  world  was  altogether  voluntary,  and  abfo-  p^to '  *' 
f  free ;  it  did  not  iffue  from  him  carpoMgirat,  without '''*°^' 
fel  or  choice,  not  (as  fome  philofopbers  have  con- 
d)  by  natural  or  neceffary  emanation  or  refult;  as 

from  fire,  or  light  from  the  fun,  or  (hadow  from  a 
f\  but  from  a  wife  fi^e  choice ;  he  fo  made  the  world, 
he  could  wholly  have  abft^ed  from  making  it^  that 
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8£RM.  he  could  have  framed  it  otherwife,  according  to  an  infini 
XIL  variety  of  ways''.  He  could  not  be  fatally  determine 
there  being  no  fuperior  caufe  to  guide  him,  or  to  coi 
ftrain  him  anywife;  (to  do,  or  not  to  do;  to  do  thu 
or  otherwife ;)  he  could  not  be  obliged  to  impart  ai 
perfe£Uon,  being  abfolute  mafter  of  all  things  poffiU 
and  debtor  imto  none  upon  any  account ' :  it  is  his  priv 

Eph.  i.  II.  lege  therefore  and  property  to  perform  all  things  x« 
jSouX^y  Toi;  ^fX^/xoero;  ai^oD,  according  to  the  counjel  of  h 
willy  or  according  to  his  wife  pleafure,  as  St.  Paul  expid 
eth  it  'y  and  accordingly  we  hear  the  Elders  in  the  Refi 

Rev.  IT.  ii.lation  acknowledging.  Thou  art  worthy y  0  Lord,  to  ft 
ceive  glory,  and  honour,  and  power ;  for  thou  hq/l  creaii 
all  things,  xx)  hei  ri  dekrifia  vou,  and  for  thy  will  they  a 
and  were  created:  they  do  affirm  God's  pleafure  to  b 
the  caufe  of  his  creating  things,  and  they  imply  its  bein 
fo  to  be  the  ground  of  our  due  veneration,  gratitude,  an 
all  devotion ;  thefe  being  tributes  due  unto  free  goodnei 
and  bounty :  if  he  made  all  things  fatally,  no  praife  c 
thanks  were  due  to  him ;  if  he  doeth  things  fo,  there  Is  n 
reafon  to  offer  prayers  to  him,  to  feek  his  aid,  or  imploi 
his  favour;  no  devotion  toward  him  hath  a  ground,  c 
can  fubfifl.  It  is  alfo  evident,  that  if  the  world  had  bee 
produced  in  way  of  necefTary  emanation,  that  it  (houl 
have  been  eternal ;  as  if  the  fun  had  been  eternal,  h 
light  had  been  eternal  alfo ;  if  fire  had  been,  its  heat  like 
wife  had  been  from  eternity :  but  that  the  world  was  pn 
duced  in  time,  not  long  fince,  within  fix  or  feven  thoulki 
years,  not  only  faith  and  divine  chronology  do  afTure  u 
but  reafon  alfo  fhews,  and  all  hiflory  confpires  to  perfusu 
us ;  there  being  no  plain  monument,  or  probable  memoi 
of  a6tions,  beyond  that  time ;  and  by  what  progreffioi 
mankind  was  propagated  over  the  world  ;  how,  at 
when,  and  where,  nations  were  planted,  empires  raife< 
cities  built,  arts  invented  or  improved,  it  is  not  very  hai 

^  /Jru9  fjLU  avT»u  ifMX»y§v9i  rh  ^cod,  Mtriof  ii  mT^^ai^irt/gy  its  rnf  ^ms 
wHfia,  xa4  rni  XetfATfi^iuf  re  ixauyd^ov.     Bajl  Hexaem,  a, 
OU>u  AfTfrxiW/tMt  rrit  iuDtL/Aivf.      Id. 
1  AvXm  ^MftXMn  Mtfy  cl  fiee^tXtit  ^tit,  Oim  T  itdyxne.     Pki/emcm. 
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to  trace  near  the  original  times  and  places.    The  world  SC  RBI. 
therefore  in  refpeA  of  time  conceivable  by  us  is  very     XII. 
young,  and  not  many  fuccefiions  of  ages,  or  lives  of  men, """~"" 
have  pafled  between  its  beginning  and  ours;  whence  it 
phinly  appears,  that  it  was  freely  produced  by  God. 

And  how  he  produced  it,  the  Scripture  farther  teacheth 
OS.    It  waa  not  with  any  laborious  care  or  toil ;  not  with 
the  help  of  any  en^es  or  inftruments  fubfervient;  not 
i    by  inducing  any  preparatory  difpofitions  or  aptitudes,  but 
I     itkf  T^  /SotfAfo-dai,  by  his  mere  vidlling,  as  Clemens  Alex-  a<i^-  Hrr- 
r     tndrinus  fpeaks;  his  will  and  word  were,  as  Tertullian  ™^* 
eipounds  it,  the  hands,  by  which  it  is  faid  that  God  made 
the  heavens;  at  his  call  they  did  all  immediately  fpring  up 
oat  of  nothing ;  at  his  command  they  prefently  ranged 
themfelves  into  order:  it  was  not  a  high  fh^  of  rhe- 
toric in  Mofes,  as  Lon^nus  deemed,  thus  to  defcribe  the  Long.  f«a. 
creation,  but  a  moft  proper  expreffion  of  that  incompre- 
Iieafible  efficacy,  which  attends  the  Divine  will  and  de- 
cree. 

But  fince  God  did  not  only  make  the  world  freely,  but 

wifely;  and  fince  all  wife  agents  aSt  to  fome  purpofe,  and 

um  at  fome  end,  why  (may  it  be  inquired)  did  Grod 

I     make  the  world?  what  impulfive  reafon  or  inducement 

was  there  moving  his  will  to  do  it?  We  may  anfwer  with 

Plato;  iyadii  jv,  He  urns  good;  and  he  thai  is  good,  doth 

noi  envjf  any  good  to  any  thing  ^z  his  natural  benignity 

and  munificence  was  the  pure  motive  that  incited  or  in- 

lited  him  to  this  great  a&ion  of  communicating  exiftence, 

and  fiutable  perfe&ion  to  his  creatures,  refpe£lively  ^ :  no 

benefit  or  emolument  could  hence  accrue  to  him;  he 

ooold  receive  no  acceffion  of  beatitude ;  he  did  not  need 

any  profit  or  pleafure  from  without,  being  full  within, 

nch  in  all  perfedion,  completely  happy  in  the  contem- 

*  Quarii  qaid  propofitum  fit  Deo?  Bonitas ;  ita  ccrte  Plato  ait:  Qu«  Deo 
^dendi  mundam  caafa  fiiit?  Bonus  eft;  bono  nulla  cujufquam  boni  iuTidia 
en*    Sfit*  Sp*  65* 

«^ft»  n  Is  Irt^  ^9  fM»y  V  Ayu^mrm  lH  ftAtm,  &c.     Cktyf,  tom.  ri.  Or.  9.  ad 
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8ERM.  plation  and  enjoyment  of  himfelf.     Can  a  man,  can  any 
XII.     creature,  be  profitable  to  GodP  No;  cur  goodnefs  doth  not 
Job  xxii.  a.  extend  to  him;  we  cannot  any  wife  advance  or  amplify 
Pf.  ivi.  2.  j^jn^  thereby ;  it  is  becaufe  goodnefs  is  freely  difiufive  and 
communicative  of  itfelf ;  becaufe  love  is  aftive  and  fruit- 
ful in  beneficence ;  becaufe  higheft  excellency  is  void  of 
all  envy,  felfifhnefs,  and  tenacity,  that  the  world  was  pro* 
duced  fuch  as  it  was ;  thofe  perfbdions  being  intrinfecil 
1  John  iv.  to  God's  nature,  (for  God  is  love,  that  is,  efientially  lorii^ 
^'  ^^'        and  good,)  difpofed  him  to  beftow  fo  much  of  betii|^ 
beauty,  delight,  and  comfort  to  his  creatures.     HenoB^ 
Pf.  xxziii.   The  earthy  faith  the  Pfalmiil,  isjiill  of  the  goodnefs  of  tks 
b.  cxix.  64.  j^^^ ,  ^^^  jg^  every  thing  therein,  according  to  ita  flats 

and  degree,  is  an  effe^i:  of  the  Divine  goodnefs,  partakes 
Pfal.  cxlv.  thereof  both  in  its  being  and  in  its  enjoyments ;  and.  The 
^*  Lord,  faith  he  again,  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender  meraH 

VDn~)  (or  his  bowels  (^  afIe£lion)  are  over  all  his  works  :  be  ii 
good,  and  tenderly  kind  toward  all  his  works,  as  well  in 
producing  them  as  preferving  them ;  in  freely  rendering 
them  capable  of  receiving  good,  as  in  carefully  providmg^ 
Pf.  civ.  as.  and  liberally  difpenfmg  good  unto  them ;  That  thou  giv^ 
them  (faith  the  Pfalmift,  fpeaking  with  refpeft  to  the  unive^ 
fity  of  things)  they  gather;  thou  openeji  thine  hand,  thegen 
all  filled  with  good :  it  is  from  God's  open  hand  (that  is, 
from  his  unconfined  bounty  and  liberality)  that  all  crea- 
tures do  receive  all  that  good  which  fills  them ;  which  lii- 
tisfieth  their  needs,  and  fatiateth  their  defires :  a  glimpfe 
of  which   truth  the  ancient  Pagans  feem  to  have  had, 
Arift.  Me-  when  they,  as  Ariftotle  obferved,  did  commonly  fuppoft 
"^  '  **   '    Love  to  have  been  the  firft  and  chief  of  the  Gods ;  the  ori- 
ginal fourcc  and  framer  of  things  ".     But  I  will  no  longci 
infift  on  this  point  in  way  of  doArine  or  difquifition ;  1 
(hall  only  adjoin  a  little  application. 

1.  The  belief  and  confideration  of  this  point  (that  Goc 
is  the  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth)  muft  neceflarily  bege 
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I  us  higbeft  efteem,  admiration^  and  adoration  of  Grodj  SERM. 
id  his  divine  excellencies,  his  power,  wifdom,  and  good*     ^^'' 
bIs  :  for  what  a  power  muft  that  be  (how  unconceivably 
^eal,  both  intenfively  and  extenfively,  muft  it  be?)  which 
ioiild  lb  ezpeditely  and  eaiily  rear  fuch  a  ftupendoufly 
«ft  frame  ?  vaft  beyond  the  reach  of  our  fenfe,  of  our 
wgination,  of  any  rational  colledion  that  we  can  make? 
lie  earthy  on  which  we  dweU,  divided  into  fo  many  great 
mpifes,  full  of  fo  many  inhabitants,  bearing  fuch  variety 
of  cieaturea  different  in  kind,  having  in  refpeA  to  the 
«h(de  but  the  like  proportion,  as  a  little  fand  hath  to  the 
•vtfa  itfelf,  or  a  drop  of  water  to  the  great  ocean  ?  What 
tmUcfm  muft  that  be,  how  unconceivably  large  and  pe- 
tBtant,  that  oouU  contrive  fuch  an  innumerable  number 
if  creatures,  (the  artifice  which  appears  in  one,  in  the  leaft 
,  doth  fb  far  tranfcend  our  conceit,)  could  digeft 
fo  fitly,  could  conne£k  them  fo  firmly  in  fuch  an 
cnier  ?  What  a  goodnefs  and  benignity  muft  it  be,  (how 
and  boundlefs  1)  that  did  extend  itfelf  in  afte£Uon 
care,  for  fo  many  creatures,  abundantly  providing  for 
•be  need  and  comfort  of  them  all !  how  tranfcendently 
^orioua  is  the  majefty  of  him,  that  was  Author  of  all 
beauties  and  ftrengths,  thofe  fplendors  and  magtiifi- 
we  do  with  fo  much  pleafure  and  fo  much  won-- 
behold !  Well  might  the  devout  Pfalmift  and  cUvine 
Tvopbet  hence  frequently  take  occafion  of  exciting  us  to 
fKik  and  celebrate  the  perfections  of  God :  well  might 
eien  heathen  philofophers  from  contemplation  of  the 
vodd  be  raifed  into  fits  of  compofing  hymns  and  elogies 
cf  its  great  Maker. 

%.  This  confideration  likewife  may  confer  to  the  breed- 
ing of  hearty  gratitude  and  humble  afie£tion  toward  God; 
for  that  we  are  upon  many  adcounts  very  nearly  and 
Ughly  concerned  in  this  great  produ£Uon.  We  ourfelves, 
whatever  we  are,  and  all  we  have,  and  all  we  enjoy ;  all 
our  intrinfecal  endowments,  and  all  our  extrinfecal  accom- 
modations are  parts  thereof,  and  did  proceed  from  God ; 
Jta  all  the  whole  frame  was  defigned  by  him  with  a  par- 
tKolar  regard,  and  from  an  efpecial  good- will  unto  us ; 
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SEKM.  was  flued  for  our  cnjoymcm  and  iife:  Pihewo»I&^ 
^"-  made  as  a  convenient  houfe  for  us  to  dwell  in,  is  a  pl#^ 
theatre  for  us  to  view,  as  a  profitable  fchool  for  C^^^ 
ftniQion,  as  a  holy  temple  for  us  lo  perfoTHi  office rz--, 
lefs  fweel  than  reafonable  devotion ;  for  out  beneST/ji 
huge  orbs  roll  tnceflantly,  diffufing  their  glorioiL«/^j 
and  difpenfing  their  kindly  iiifluenccB ;  for  our  faieiM 
earlh  i^  decked  with  all  that  goodly  furniture,  and  Ibid 
with  all  that  abundance  of  comfortable  provifiom:  i 
thefe  things  out  of  pure  bcntjvolcncc,  not  being  mtnti 
with  any  defert  of  ours,  not  regarding  any  profit  o(  )u 
own,  before  any  defire  or  any  thought  of  ours  (befoitifl 
were  capable  of  wifliing  or  thinking)  God  was  pleafcdt 
contrive,  and  to  accomplifl)  for  us,  H'e,  faJd  a  Phitol* 
pher,  regard  and  ejleem  our/elves  overnitich,  if'  ue  ihi 
miT/eli'es  worthy,  that  Jo  great  matters  Jhnuld  he  agiltUl 
for  our  fake  *i:  and  the  Pfalmifl  lignifies  the  fame,  whci 

rhi.  viii.  upon  contetnplatic^  of  the  world,  he  faith,  IVhen  J  ai 
Jider  the  heavens,  the  u-orhi  of  thy  Jingtrs,  the  moon  a 
the/iars,  which  thou  hafi  ordained,  what  is  man  thai  lit 
art  mindful  of  him?  That  the  Author  of  fo  great  and  ^ 


^ 


Maker  of  Heaven  and  Earth.  2()Cj 

hat.    is$  our  ftrength,  what  our  wit,  what  our  goodnefs,  SERM. 
wYvax  a.ny  quality  or  ability  of  ours,  in  refpeft  to  the  per-     XII. 
of  thofe  things  in  him  ?  how  weak,  filly,  narrow, 
and  wretched  things  muft  we  needs  appear  to  our- 
when  ferioufly  we  confider  the  unmenfe  exc^Uen- 
^fplayed  in  the  world's  creation!  how  (hould  this 
^^  ifi^iels  and  debafe  us  in  our  conceits  about  ourfelves ! 
r*?  ^ElpcciaUy  if  we  refled:  upon  our  own  unprofitablenefs,  our 
''^r^'Bgnidtude,  and  our  injufiice  toward  our  Creator;  how 
.:   ^NUie,  or  how  fcant  returns  we  have  made  to  him,  who 
^*    give  unto  us,~  and  to  all  things  for  us,  our  being  and 
theirs,  our  all  and  theirs ;  how  fiEunt  in  pur  acknowledg- 
ments, how  negligent  in  our  fervices  we  have  been ;  yea 
r  jlow  prepofteroufly,  inftead  of  our  due  homage  and  tri- 
ibote,  we  have  repaid  him  affronts  and  injuries ;    fre- 
'  tqoently  oppofing  his  will,  and  abufing  his  goodnefs  ! 
.4.  This  confideration  is  further  a  proper  inducement 
VBto  tnift  and  hope  in  God ;  and  withal  a  fit  ground  of 
woofolation  to  us  in  all  our  needs  and  diftrefles.     He  that 
JtnM  able  to  do  fo  great  things,  and  hath  been  willing  to 
ido  fo  much  for  us ;  he  that  having  made  all  things,  can 
iSSpoSt  of  all,  and  doeih  (as  king  Nebuchadnezzar,  taught  Dm.  ir.  35. 
by  experience,  confeiTed)  according  to  his  will  in  the  ar^ 
mei  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  fo 
Attinone  can  flay  his  hand,  or  fay  unto  him.  What  doeft 
ikmf  how  can  we  diftruft  his  protedion  or  fuccour  in 
tmr  exigencies  ?  This  confideration  good  men  have  been 
woot  to  i^ply  to  fuch  purpo(es ;  My  help,  faith  the  Piki.  cxzi. 
PUmift,  Cometh  from  the  Lord,  which  made  heaven  fl'i^ciiy"*/  ** 
I     earth:  well  might  he  be  afiured,  having  fo  potent  and 
fiuthful  an  aid:  and,  Happy,  faith  he  again,  is  he  that 
hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help  ;  whofe  hope  is  in  the 
Lord  his  God,  which  made  heaven  and  earth  ;  thefea,  and 
f    off  that  therein  is  :  happy  indeed  he  furely  is ;  no  dilap- 
I     pointment  or  Rafter  can  befall  him,  who  doth  with  rea- 
*     fon  confide  in  him  that  made  the  world,  and  can  manage 
I    it  to  his  advantage.    The  Prophet  Jeremiah  begins  his 
^     prayer  thus:  0  Lord  God,  behold,  thou  hqfl  made  heaven Jti.TTiW. 
nd earth  by  thy  great  power  andjlretched  out  arm;  and^^' 
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SERM.  there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  thee.  The  creation  of  the 
^H«  world  is  fuch  an  experiment  of  God's  power  and  good- 
nefs^  af  may  fupport  our  faith  in  all  encomiters ;  fo  that, 
we  (hould  not  think  any  thing  fo  difficult,  but  that  God 
is  able ;  nor  fo  high,  but  that  God  is  willing  to  perform 
it  for  us,  if  it  make  toward  our  real  good. 

5.  Finally,  This  confideration  miniftereth  a  general  in- 
citement unto  all  obedience ;  which  from  God's  produc- 
tion of  all  things  doth  appear,  upon  feveral  accounts,  doe 
and  reafonable :  all  other  things  do  conAantly  obey  die 
law  impofed  on  them,  infift  in  the  oourfe  defined  to  them; 
and  ihall  we  only  be  difobedient  and  refrsStory,  irregular 
and  exorbitant  ?  (hall  all  the  hofts  of  heaven  moft  readily 
ifa.  xlvtii.   and  punftually  obey  God's  fummons  ?   ihall  the  piUars 
JobTx.^^  ^/heaven  tremble j  and  he  q/ioni/hed  at  his  reproof?  (hall 
xxvi.  11.    thefea  with  its  proud  waves  be  curbed  and  confined  by 
Jer.  ▼.  21!  his  decree?    {haU  ^e  and  hail^  fnow  and  vapour,  and 
Pf.  xWiii.  s.jiQf^y  winds,  (fuch  rude  and  boifterous  things,)  fulfil  kis 
word?  as  they  are  all  laid  to  do ;  and  ihall  we  be  unruly 
and  rebellious  ?  we,  who  are  placed  in  the  top  of  natursy 
for  whom  all  nature  was  made,  to  whom  all  nature  ferves^  ^ 
ihall  we  only,  of  all  things  in  nature,  tranfgrefs  againil  the 
Author  and  Governor  of  nature  ? 

But  I  leave  the  farther  improvement  of  this  grand  point 
to  your  meditation,  concluding  with  the  exhortation  of 
Rev.  xiv.  7.  that  angel  in  the  Apocalypfe:  Fear  God,  and  give  glory  to 
him;  worjhip  him  that  made  heaven  and  earthy  and  the 
fea,  and  the  fountains  of  water :  even  to  him  be  all  obe- 
dience, and  adoration,  and  praife  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


atiu  in  3lefu0  €W%  &c. 


SERMON   XIIL 


OF  THE  TRUTH  AND  DIVINITY  OF  THE 
CHRISTIAN  RELIGION. 


Eph.  i.  13. 

h  whom  ye  alfo  (tni(led)>  having  heard  the  werd  of  truths 

the  go/pel  ofyour/alvation* 

IhAT  our  religion  in  grofs  is  true  and  agreeable  to  rea-  SERM. 
iim,  is  a  ground  upon  which  the  truth  of  its  fingk  doc-    XIII. 
Irines  and  articles  of  faith  doth  lean ;  it  is  therefore  re-  "~""""^ 
^te  that  it  firft  be  well  fupported,  or  that  we  be  tho- 
roughly aflured  thereof.      Being  therefore  engaged  at 
other  times  to  difcourfe  upon  the  particular  points  of 
Chriftian  do6trine,  which  fuppofe  this  general  one ;  I  (hall 
like  occafion  ccdlaterally  in  thefe  exercifes  to  infift  upon 
this  fubje£l;  fuppofing  in  thofe,  what  in  thefe  we  (hall 
endeavour  to  prove ;  fo  both  avoiding  there  fuch  grand 
Agreffions,  or  the  treating  upon  matters  pot  diredly  in- 
cident ;  and  fupplying  here  what  feems  neceflary  or  ufefiil 
there  to  the  confirmation  of  our  faith. 

Now  in  the  words  I  did  now  read,  St.  Paul  ftyles  the 
Chriftian  dodrine  (and  in  many  other  places  of  Scripture 
it  is  alfo  fo  called)  the  word  ofiruihj  (that  is,  a  moft  true 
dodrine,)  and  the  go/pel  of  our  falvaiiony  (that  is,  a  mef- 
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-  fage  brought  from  heaven  by  our  Saviour  and  his  Ap* 

(lies;  in  which  the  ways  and  means  of  attaiaing  fair* 

lion,  (that  is,  of  that  befl  happinefs  which  we  are  capabll 

of,)  the  overtures  thereof  from  God,  and  the  conditions  a 

order  thereto  required  from  us,  are  declared.)     And  tha 

we  have  reafon  to  enlertaJn  it  as  fuch,  I  Ihall  iinniediatel] 

addrefs  myfelf  lo  fliew. 

1,      It  was  anciently  objefled  by  Celfus  and  other  advecfiti 

^"  ries  of  our  religion,  that  Chriftianity  dtd  exa6t  from  md 

'tiihijy  xai  aXayat  vlftv,  a  hare  groundUfi  faith  ;  did  inipofi 

vijtui  MannlaTiTiis,  low.t  uiicapalle  of  proof ,   (that  i»,  as  H 

'   the  goodnefs  and  reafonablcnefs  of  them)}  did  inculcitl 

h.  this  rule,  jui)  cfira^t,  aXXa  fia'vov  ulstw,  Do  ntt  f.ranuw  M 

difcufi,  hut  only  btlieve;  ihal  it  debarred  inquiries  an<ld»- 

bates  about  truth,  flighted  the  ufe  and  Improvemcnl  «E 

reafon,   rejeSed  human  learning  and  wlfdom,  cnjotiw^ 

men  lo  fwallow  its  dtdated,  without  chcwiiig,  or  anyp»i 

vious  examination   conceniing  the  reafon  and  trudi  i 

them. 

The  ground  of  this  accufation  was  furely  a  great  not 
take,  ariiing  from  their  not  dilHiiguifhing  that  belid^ 
whereby  we  embrace  Chriftianity  itfclf  in  ffroft,  from  iblj 
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t  declares  himfelf  to  underfland  it  well,  and  heartily  to  SERM. 
iproYC  it.     Never  any  religion  was  fo  little  liable  to  that    XIII. 
nfiire ;  none  ever  fo  freely  expofed  itfelf  to  a  fair  trial  at 
e  liar  of  reafon;  none  ever  fo  eameftly  invited  men 
^codSder  and  weigh  its  pretences ;  yea,  provoked  them, 
riti  lake  and  their  own,  (at  the  peril  of  their  fouls,  and 
they  tendered  their  own  beft  good  and  fafety,)  to  an 
^MpM0v,  ^ietofft^y  an  equal  and  difcreet  examination  thereof. 
lier  rdigions  have  for  their  juftification  infifted  upon  Hs  fum  re^ 
e  examples  of  anceftors,  the  prefcriptions  and  cuiloms  ]|^^^^|> 
times,  their  large  extent  and  prevalence  among  mul-  tamt.  u.  6. 
ndes  of  people,  their  eftablifhment  by  civil  laws,  and^^^'  ^^^'^ 
^untenance  of  fecular  powers,  (arguments  wholly  extrin- 
cal  and  of  finall  validity,)  declining  all  other  teft  or  trial 
;  reafon  :  yea,  it  13  remarkable  how  Celfus,  and  others  Grig.  y. 
ho  made  the  foref^dd  objeSion,  did  contradift  and  con-  ^f'  ^^^' 
ite  themfelves,  ai&rming  men  ought  without  fcruple  to 
xiform  in  opinion  and  pra£tice  to  the  religion  prefcribed 
y  the  laws  of  their  country,  be  they  what  they  will, 
ever  fo  abfurd  or  difhoneft*.  A0  fuA^o-tiy  toL  ds  xoiyjy  xixu^ 
wfAwy  (things  eftabliflied  by  conmion  authority  muft  be 
bfisrved :)  And|  r^t,  wop*  htas-ot^  6p^a$  av  wparro^TO  ravrji  hpd" 
«M(,  Mrp  ixthots  f /xov,  (things  are  every  where  rightly  done, 
cing  done  according  to  the  faihion  of  each  place.)    Such 
ftrt  the  rules  and  maxims  thofe  men  urged.   And  this 
nu  indeed  exaAing  irrational  belief;  a  (lifling  men's  rea- 
iMi,  and  muzzling  their  judgments ;  this  was  a  method 
nforcing  men  blindly  to  yield  confent   to  errors  and 
loonfiftencies  innumerable.    But  the  teachers  and  main- 
ainers  of  Chriftianity  proceeded  otherwife ;  confiding  in 
be  pure  merit  of  their  caufe,  they  warned  men  to  lay 
fide  all  prejudices ;  to  ufe  their  beft  underftandings ;  in  a 


■  Qott  omiiiA  fapiens  fervabit  umqutm  legibus  jufla,  non  tanqoim  Diis 

ata.    Stm.  tifmdAug.  it  Civ.  Dti^  yi.  10. 

Omnem  iftam  ignobilem  Deorum  turbam,  quam  longo  sefo  longa  fuper- 

tio  oongeffitiic  (inquit)  adorabimus,  utmeminerimuscultum  ejus  magis  ad 

oreni«  qoam  ad  rem  pertinere.  Id,  \  6. 

— Colebat  quod  reprehendeba^  agebat  quod  arguebat,  quod  culpabat  adora 

X,    Amg.  ik,  d*  StntM* 
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SERM.  cafe  of  fuch  moment,  to  apply  themfdves  to  an  induftrioiif 
^^^^'    and  impartial  fearch  of  the  truth :  let  one  for  tlie   reft 
ua.  ii.  7.  fpeak  their  fenfe :  Oportet  in  ea  re  maximcj  in  qua  vitttror 
tio  verfaturyjibi  quemque  conjiderejfuoquejudicio  acproprOs 
fenfibus  niti  ad  invefiigandam  et  perpendendam  veritatem, 
quQftn  credentem  alienis  errorihus  decipi  tanquam  ipfam 
ratioriis  expertem :  dedit  omnibus  Deus  pro  virili  poriiom 
Japientiam,  ut  et  inaudiia  inve/iigare  poffent,  et  4nidit9 
perpendere :  IVe  ought  efpecially,  fays  he,  every  one  ofns 
in  that  matter,  which  chiefly  concerns  our  manner  oftife^  t$ 
confide  in  ourfelves ;  and  rather  with  our  own  judgment 
and  our  proper  fenjes  flrive  to  find  out  and  judge  of  thi 
truth,  than  believing  other  men*s  errors  to  be  deceived,  like 
things  void  of  reafon  :  God  hath  given  all  men  a  competent  f 
fliare  ofwifdom,  that  they  might  both  fearch  cut  things  not 
told  them,  and  weigh  what  they  hear.     So  efpecially  juft 
and  candid  was  Chriftianity  in  its  firft  offering  itfislf  to 
the  minds  of  men.    It  propounds  indeed  and  preflesi  at 
evident  in  itfelf,  the  worth  and  confequence  of  the  matter;   ^ 
but  refers  the  decifion  on  either  part  (fo  far  as  concenu   T 
every  particular  man)  to  the  verdift  of  that  reafon  and  ^ 
confcience,  with  which  to  fuch  purpofes  God  hath  indued   - 
every  man.    And  that  it  can  proceed  no  otherwife  appears  :r 
"E^f  w^aati-  farther,  from  the  nature  of  tliat  faith  it  requires :  it  com-    : 
ixisiri^-  n^ends  faith  as  a  great  virtue,  and  therefore  fuppofes  it 
yif,  iHift»f  both  voluntary  and  rcafonable ;  it  promifes  ample  rewards 
€if.    CUm,  thereto,  and  fo  implies  it  a  work   not  of  neceffity  or 
'^^'**         chance,  but  of  care  and  induftry;  it  declares  infidelity 
to  be  very  blamcable,  and   threatens  fevere  puniihment 
thereto;  why?  becaufe  it  fignifies  irrational  negligence  or 
perverfenefs. 

In  fine,  Chriftianity  doth  not  inveigle  any  man  by 
fleight,  nor  compel  him  by  force,  (being  indeed  commonly 
deftitute  of  thofe  advantages ;  nor  being  able  to  ufc 
them,  if  it  would,)  but  fairly  by  reafon  perfuades  him  to 
embrace  it ;  it  doth  not  therefore  (hun  examination,  nor 
difclaim  the  judgment  of  reafon ;  but  eameftly  feeks  and 
procures  the  one,  cheerfully  and  confidently  appeals  to 
1  Thcff.  T.  the  other.     Examine  all  things  ;  hold  fqft  that  which  is 


f>f  the  ChriJHan  Religion.  305 

food    Believe  not  every  Jpirit^  In  I  try  ihefpirilSj  whether  SURM. 
tejfbe  of  God.     See  that  no  man  deceive  you.    Be  always    XIII. 
imhfi  «*'«'A  meeknefs  and  refpe&i  to  give  to  every  one  that  1  john  iv. 
rmmtds  it  of  you  an  account  of  the  hope  in  you.    Thefe  ^ 
e  the  maxims  which  Chriftianity  goes  upon  in  the  pro-  4. 
gallon  and  maintenance  of  itfelf.  f  p^^iif.' 

Indeed  after  it  hath  convinced  men.  of  its  truth  in  gene- 15. 
I,  having  evidenced  the  truth  of  its  fundamental  princi- 
Bty  it  then  requires  a  full  and  cordial  aflent^  without  ex- 
ption,  to  its  particular  doSrines^  grounded  upon  or  de- 
iced  from  them.    When,  I  fay,  it  hath,  to  the  iatisfac- 
m  of  ajnan's  mind,  with  folid  reafon  made  good  its 
inciples  ;  it  then  enjoins  men  to  furceafe  farther  fcruple 
debate  concerning  what  it  teaches  or  draws  from  them; 
hich  is  a  proceeding  moft  reafonable  and  conformable  to 
e  method  ufed  in  the  ftrideft  fciences :  for  the  princi- 
es  of  any  (cience  being  either  demonftrated  out  of  fome 
gber  fcienoe,  or  evidenced  by  fit  experiments  to  com- 
on  fenfe ;  and  being  thence  granted  and  received,  it  is 
kerward  unlawful  and  abfurd  to  challenge  the  conclu- 
ms  colle&ed  from  them  ;  fo  if  it  have  been  proved  and 
iknowledged  that  our  principles  are  true,  (for  inilance, 
at  God  is  perfe£tly  veracious,  and  that  Chrifiian  religion 
ith  his  authority,  or  attefiation  to  it,)  it  will  then  be  a 
irt  of  abfultl  levity  and  inconfiftency  to  queAion  any  par- 
mlar  propofition  evidently  contained  therein ;  and  in  this 
nfe  or  in  thefe  cafes  it  is  true  indeed  that  Chriftianity 
Hh  engage  us  to  believe  fimply  and  purely,  doth  filence 
itural  reafon,  and  condemn  curious  inquiry,  and  prohibit 
^te,  efpeciaUy  to  perfons  of  meaner  capacities  or  im- 
ovements.     And  thus,  I  take  it,  thofe  ChriAians  of  old 
sre  to  be  underftood,  who  fo  much  commended  imme- 
tte  faith,  excluded  reafon  from  being  too  bufy  in  mat- 
1  of   reli^n,  difcountenanced  that   curiofity  which 
iched  into,  and  would  needs  found,  thofe  inifcrutable 
rfieriet  which  our  religion  teaches.    Our  religion  then 
1  aUow  (yea  it  invites  and  exhorts)  an  infidel  to  confi-  Baf.  in  Pr. 

and  judge  of  its  truth,  although  it  will  not  allow '^* 
ihriftian  to  be  lb  vain  and  inconflant^  as  to  doubt  of  any 
roL.  IV.  X 
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SERM.  particular  doArine  therein;  feeing  by  to  queiHoning  a 

^^^'    part,  he  in  tSt&  renounces  the  whole,  and  fubverts  the 

foundation  of  hb  faith ;  at  leaft  ceafes  thereby  to  be  a 

fteady  Chriftian.   I  might  then  well  invert  our  adverlarici' 

difcourfe,  and  offer  it  as  a  good  argument  of  our  relig^ 

John  ill.     its  truth,  that  it  alone  among  all  religions,  with  a  candour 
'  and  confidence  peculiar  to  truth,  calls  us  to  the  lights 

is  willing,  yea  defirous,  to  undei^  trial ;  I  add,  yea  chit 
lenges,  as  its  due  from  all  men,  and  demands  it  of  them  as 
a  neceifary  duty,  to  hear  it,  to  confider  it  ferioufly,  to  jMift 
fentence  upon  it ;  for  as  commonly  error  and  groundM 
conceit,  being  confcious  of  their  own  weakn^fs,  are  timor 
rous  and  fufpicious,  and  thence  ready  to  decline  all  proof 
and  conflid  of  reafon }  fo  truth,  knowing  its  own  ftreqgtb^ 
is  daring  and  refolute ;  enters  boldly  into  the  lifts,  baa^ 
well  afTured  (or  hopeful)  of  good  fuccefs  in  the  combat. 

Which  proceeding,  proper  to  Chriftianity,  is  in  itfcif 
very  plaufible,  and  may  well  beget  a  favourable  prejudice 
on  its  fide>  and  that  it  is  not  confident  without  reafoi^ 
will  appear  upon  our  examining  the  principles  and  grounds 
on  which  it  flands.  The  firft  principle  of  Chrifiianitj 
(common  thereto  and  all  other  religions)  is,  that  there  is 
one  God,  (fovereign  and  tranfcendent  in  all  perfe£Uooi; 
the  Maker  and  Governor  of  all  things.)  The  next  (which 
alfo  no  religion  doth  not  acknowledge)  is,  that  God  if 
perfeflly  veracious,  fo  that  whatever  appears  to  be  affi^* 
ed,  or  attefted  to,  by  him,  is  certainly  true ;  which  princi*' 
pies  (by  reafons  I  hope  proper  and  fufEcient)  I  partly 
have  proved,  and  partly  fhall  hereafter  upon  occafion 
{hew.  A  third  is,  that  God  is  the  author  of  the  ChrifliaD 
dodrine  and  law ;  that  he  hath  revealed  this  doArine  to 
mankind,  and  confirmed  it  by  his  tefiimony ;  that  he  hath 
impofed  this  law  upon  us,  and  eflablifhed  it  by  his  autho* 
rity .  This  principle  (being  the  foundation  and  fum  of  our 
fdth)  involves  matter  of  fa£i;  and  confequently,  being 
not  evident  immediately  in  itfelf,  doth  (for  a  full  cen- 
viftion  of  a  man's  mind,  and  producing  therein  a  folid  pcr- 
fuafion)  require  a  rational  probation ;  and  that  it  may  ap- 
pear we  believe  it  like  reafonable  men,  not  (as  Pagans  and 
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Mahometans,  and  thofe  of  other  fefts  do*,)  upon  wilful  SERM. 
relblution,  or  by  mere  chance,  as  alfo  for  fettling  the    ^^^^* 
ground  of  particular  articles  comprehended  under  this,  I 
Ihall  endeavour  to  (hew  the  reafonablenefs  tliereof ;  ad- 
vancing my  difcourfe  by  feveral  fteps  and  degrees.     I  ob- 
lerve  firft,  that, 

i»  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  God  fhould  at  fome 
ime  or  feafon  fully  and  clearly  reveal  unto  men  the 
TUtb  concerning  himfelf,  and  concerning  them,  as  he  and 
beiy  ftand  related  to  each  other;  concerning  his  nature 
md  will,  concerning  our  (late  and  duty,  refpeftively :  the 
nature  and  attributes  of  God,  the  nature  and  qualities  of 
Um,  b^g  compared,  do  perfuade  thus  much. 

It  19  apparent  to  common  experience,  that  mankind 
being  left  to  itfelf  (efpecially  in  matters  of  this  kind)  is 
tery  infufHcient  to  diteSt  itfelf;  that  it  is  apt  to  lie  under 
wofiil  ignorance,  to  wander  in  uncertainty,  to  fall  intoer- 
for,  to  poflefs  itfelf  with  vun  conceit,  to  be  abufed  with 
toy  fort  of  delufion,  which  either  the  malice  of  wicked 
%fait8,  or  the  fnbtilty  of  naughty  men,  or  the  wildnefs  of 
ksown  fond  paffions  and  defires  can  put  upon  it  or  bring 
k  under ;  it  is:  confequently  expofed  to  all  thofe  vices, 
iflionourable,  hurtful,  and  deftruAive  to  its  nature;  and  to 
iS  thofe  miferies,  which  from  ignorance  or  error,  from 
rioe  and  wickednefs,  do  naturally  fpring ;  efpecially  to  an 
aSmngement  from  God,  and  an  incapacity  of  his  love  and 
bvour.  The  two  only  remedies  of  all  thefc  mifchiefs 
natural  light  and  primitive  tradition,  how  little  they  did 
Ivail  to  cure  them ;  how  the  one  was  too  faint  in  itfelf, 
Ind  eafily  loft  in  mifts  of  prejudice  from  ill  education  and 
bad  cuftom,  prevailing  generally;  how  the  other  (befides 
ila  other  defeds)  foon  was  polluted,  and  indeed  quite 
|K»led  by  adulterate  mixtures  of  fond,  impure,  and  vile 
ruperflitJODS,  wofiil  experience  doth  more  than  enough 
evince.    We  fee,  that  not  only  the  generality  of  mankind 
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S  ERM.  did  fometime  lie  in  this  fad  condition,  but  that  even  the 
^^^'    moft  elevated  and  refined  wits  (thofe  among  men  who 
by  all  poffible.  improvement  of  tlieir  reafon  did  endeavour 
to  raife  themfelves  from  this  low  eftate ;  to  refcue  thar 
minds  from  the  common  ignorance,  the  miftakes,  the 
fuperflitions  and  follies  of  the  world)  could  by  no  means 
in  any  good  meafure  attain  thofe  ends  ;  for  what  did  thdr 
earned  inquiries  or  their  reftlefs  ftudies  produce,  but  dif- 
&tisfadion  and  perplexity  of  mind?  wherein  did  their  eager 
difputations  conclude,  but  in  irrcconcileable  difierenoes 
of  opinion,  and  greater  uncertainties  than  were  when  they 
began?  Moft  were  plunged  into  a  defperate  fcepticifm, 
(a  doubt  and  diffidence  of  all  things ;)  none  arrived  higher 
than  fome  faint  conjectures  on  fome  unfteady  opiiuoni 
concerning  thofe  matters  of  higheft  confequence ;  fad 
notions  as  were  not  effefiual  enough  to  produce  in  them 
a  pra3ice,  in  any  good  meafure,  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  ! 
man's  nature,  to  the  duty  he  owes  to  God,  to  the  capaci- 
ties man  hath  of  doing  and  receiving  good ;  from  which    . 
due  glory  to  God  or  much  benefit  to  man  ^d  accrue. 

Rom.  u  Qi.'Efiaraistf^o'ay  ev  rolg  ciakoyKTfjLoigj  they  were  made  vain  (ofi 
ph.  17. 17.  ^j^gy  \veTG^  fruftrated,  deluded,  befooled)  in  their  reafoniogs 

and  difputes;  the  refult  of  their  bufy  fpeculations  was^    ' 
that  their  foolijh  heart  was  darkened;  fo  darkened,  that    \ 
with  all  the  light  they  had,  they  could  not  fee  any  thing; 
at  leaft  not  clearly  difcem  what  chiefly  it  concerned  them    i 

1  Cor. i. SI. to  know;  The  world  ly  wifdom  (by  all  the  wifd<Hnit  ^ 
could  get)  did  not  know  God;  did  not  acquire  a  requifite  J 
meafure  of  knowledge  in  divine  things  :  did  not  however 
know  him  fo,  as  to  glorify  him  ;  as  to  thank  him  for  the  [ 
benefits  received  from   him ;  as   to  bring  forth  worthy 

Rom.  I.  21,  fruits  of  piety  and  virtue.     So  much  St.  Paul  obferved  of 

^'  ^^'      them  I  and  not  he  alone  did  obferve  it,  but  even  themfelves 

were  fenfible  of  this  their  unhappinefs ;  whence  fo  many 

complaints    concerning   the   blindnefs    and    infirmity  of 

.— Hinc      nian's  mind,  concerning  the  obfcurity  and  uncertainty  of 

mortalibus  things,   Concerning  the  infuperable   difficulty  of  finding 

"^ncfc're"  ^^^^9  concerning  the  miferable  confequences  from  thefc, 

Dei.  do  occur  among  them. 
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Now  this  being  the  natural  (late  of  men,  deftitute  of  SERM. 
diviiie  oondud  and  affiftance  j  do  they  not  (I  pray)  greatly  ^^^^' 
need  another  light  to  guide  them  in  this  darknefs,  or  to 
bfing  them  out  of  it ;  a  helpful  hand,  to  iree  them  from 
thde  inconveniences  ?  and  is  it  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  God,  who  is  alone  able,  will  alfo  be  willing  in  due 
to  afford  it  ?  He,  who  in  nature  is  moft  benign  and 

I,  moft  pitiful  and  gracious;  whofe  goodnefs  fills Pf^;Z»i"* 
the  earth,  and  whofe  mercy  is  over  all  his  works ;  he, 
who  bears  to  man  the  fpecial  relation  of  a  Father,  and 
bean  to  him  a  fuitable  tendemefs  of  affe^on  and  good 
will;  he,  all  whofe  attributes  feem  concerned  in  enga^ng 
him  upon  this  performance ;  not  only  his  goodnefs  to  in- 
JSgaie  him,  and  his  wifdom  to  direSi  him,  but  even  his 
juftice  in  fome  manner  to  oblige  him  thereto. 

I.  His  goodnefs :  Can  a  woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  IH,  ilix. 

ikaijkejhould  not  have  compajfton  on  the  Jon  of  her  womb  f  ^^' 

Yea ;  though  it  is  unnatural  and  unufual,  it  is  yet  poffible 

flie  may,  becaufe  nature  in  her  is  not  unalterably  confiant 

•nd  the  lame ;  but  the  immutable  God  cannot  fo  ceafe  to 

be  mindful  of,  to  be  compaffionale  toward,  his  children. 

That  gracious  ear  cannot  hear  mankind  groan  fo  dolefully 

under  bitter  oppreilions;  that  pitiful  eye  cannot  behold 

his  own  dear  offspring,  the  flower  of  his  creation,  lying  in 

ib  comfortlefs,  fo  remedilefs  diftrefs,  without  feeling  fome 

pity,  without  being  moved  to  reach  fome  relief;  fuch 

nptes  furely  cannot  be  grateful,  fuch  fpe£tacles  cannot  be 

pleaiant  to  him,  nor  can  he  then  forbear  long  to  provide 

means  of  removing  them  from  his  prefence.    We  efteem 

it  want  of  goodnefs  (yea  an  effe£t  of  very  bad  difpoiition) 

not  to  direA  a  bewildered  traveller,  not  to  relieve,  if  we 

can^  even  a  ftranger  fallen  into  great  diftrefs  :  and  if  we 

being  in  fuch  degree  bad,  are  inclinable  to  perform  fuch 

good  offices,  how  much  more  ready  may  we  fuppofe  him, 

who  is  goodnefs  itfelf,  (goodnefs  infinite  and  abfolute,)  to 

do  the  like  for  all  mankind,  fo  much  needing  his  guidance 

and  help !  He  who  hath  fettled  our  outward  eftate  in  fo 

advantageous  a  pofhire,  who  hath  made  provifions  fo  va- 

fious  and  ample  for  the  needs  and  conveniences  (yea  for 

^3 
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SER&L  the  pleafure)  of  our  bodied,  would  he  have  fo  little  care 

XIII.    over  our  better  part,  and  leave  our  foula  ib  fleaderly  fiir- 

niihed,  letting  them  pine,  as  it  were,,  for  want  of  fpiritual 

fuftenance?  How  can  we  think,  his  good  providence  defeo- 

m  Ezek.  ^y^  '^  f^  main,  fo  principal  a  part  thmof  ?  Thua  doth 
divine,  goodnefs  (to  my  apprehenfion):  very,  ftrongly  oom 
firm  our  fuppofition. 

a.  And  his  wifdom  enforces  the  lame :  God  made-thb 
world  to  exprefs  bis  goodnefs. and  to  difplay  his  {^ly; 
and  his  goodnefs  who  can  be  fenfible  of^  lus  glo(y  win 
can  perceive,  who  .can  promote,  but  man  ?  but  he  who  ii 
endued  with  leafon,  enabling  him  to  refle&  upon  the  good 
he  feels^  to  admire  the  excellency  he  difcovers,  to  render 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  tl^  one,  to  utter  iacdama- 
tions  of  praife  to  the  other  ?  which  purpofes  yet  will  be 
utterly  (or  at  leaft  in  great  meafure)  fhiftrated,  (hould  God 
for  ever  fuiler  men  to  continue  in  fuch  ignorance,  doubt, 
or  miftake  concerning  himfelf ;  if  men  are  not  fully  per» 
fuaded  that  he  made  the  world  and  governs  it,  how  can 
they  pay  thofe  due  homages  of  dread  to  his  glorious 
power,  of  admiration  to  his  excellent  wifdom,  of  love 
to  his  tranfcendent  goodnefs  ?  This  grand  theatre  would, 
as  it  were,  iland  ufclefs,  and  all  the  wonders  afted  there- 
upon would  appear  in  vain,  (hould  there  be  wanting  a 
fpedator;  (hould  man  be  altogether  blind  or  heedlefs; 
yea  man's  faculty  itfelf,  that  his  feeing  faculty  of  mind, 
would  iignify  nothing,  were  there  not  a  light  rendering 
things  viiible  to  him.  Common  fenfe  hath  dieted  to 
men,  that  man  is  capable  of  (hewing  refped,  of  performing 
duty  and  fervice,  to  God,  that  alfo  God  requires  and  ext^ 
pe^  them  from  him ;  the  fame  declares,  that  God  heft 
knows  what  kinds  of  fervice,  what  expreflions  of  refped 
beft  pleafe  him.  Reafon  tells,  that  God  would  have  man 
a€t  in  the  beft  manner,  according  to  the  deiign  of  his  na- 
ture; that  he  would  have  the  affairs  of  men  proceed 
in  fome  good  order;  that  he  even  delires  eameftly  the 
good  of  men,  and  delights  in  their  happinefs  :  and  if  fo,  it 
is  tedbnable  to  fuppofe,  that  being  moft  wife  he  (hould 
difpofe  fit  means  for  accomplKhing  thofe  ends ;  for  fe- 
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caring  Umm^  as  it  were,  from  difappointment ;  that  SBRM. 
theiefare  he  (hauld  impart  to  men  a  competent  knowledge  ^^^^' 
of  kimiel^  (hbuld  declare  his  good-will  and  pleafure 
to  tfacm^  (hould  reveal  both  the  beft  way  of  thdr  feiring 
hiniyaad  the  beft  means  of  their  attaining  happinefs  to 
ihnmfelvei*  So  dif  ine  wifdom  grounds  an  argument  for 
ov  n^ipontiOD* 

^3.  'God's  juftioe  alfo  feems  not  a  little  to  &vour  it : 
every  good  governor  thinks  it  juft  to  take  care  that  his 
tabjieStf  Ibbiild  underftand  his  pleafure^  and  be  acquainted 
with  Bis  laws;  he  caufes  them  therefore  to  be  folemnly 
pfOBWilga  ted,  that  all  may  take  notice ;  if  any  of  them  by 
long  dif ufe  are  bedome  unknown^  he  revives  the  know- 
ledge of  them  by  new  proclamations ;  to'  quicken  obedi- 
^CB^  he  parbpounds  fit  rewards,  and  deters  from  difobedi- 
HoQO  Iqr  menacing  fuitaUe  punifliments,  knowing  man's 
aAtnrlS'  veftyand  unapt  to  move  without  thefe  fpurs :  and 
is  it  Ukely  the*  fovereign  Governor  and  Judge  of  all  the 
world  (houldi  ohSdcve  lefs  equity  in  his  adminiftrations  ? 
duiit  he  ihoold  x^t^tSi  any  means  neceflary  or.  apt  to  pro- 
mote Us  iubjofts^  'performance  of  their  duty,  to  prevent 
the  breaches  of  his  laws?  He  that  loves  righteoufnels 
above  all,  he  that  fo  eameftly  defires  to  be  duly  obeyed, 
he  that  infinitely  delights  in  his  fubje^'  good;  can  he 
fiulibffidently  to  declare  his  will,  to  encourage  men 
to  comply  with  it,  to  terrify  them  from  tranfgreffing  it  ? 
willhefufier  his  laws  to  remain  unknown,  or  imcertain; 
will  he  hot  confider  the  infirmities  of  his  fixhjeSts,  will  he 
leave  any  fair  apology  for  difobedience  ?  No,  the  fuperla- 
Itve  jttflice  of  God  feems  to  perfuade  the  contrary* 

•  4.  I  might  add,  that  generally  it  feems  unbecoming  the 
Ifajefty  Divine,  that  he  fhould  endure  the  world,  his 
kit^^ni,  to  continue  under  a  perpetual  ufurpation  and 
tyramiy ;  to  fuffer  that  his  imperial  throne  fhould  be  aAs  x.  a  s 
ftUBbfftdy  his  authority  abufed,  his  name  infulted  over,  by  ^^^'  "* ' 
Memies  aind  rebels  againft  him,  (by  evil  fpirits,  wheth^ 
diofe  of  hell,  or  thofe  on  earth ;)  that  a  cruel  fiend,  that  a 
eiAled'ghoft^  that  a  brute  beaft,  that  a  chimera  of  man's 
tsftoy'  flio^  be  vi>or(hii^)ed,  while  himfelf  is  foigotten  and 
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SSaiL  ncjglaaad^  is  dtflioiiknmd  and  ddpUed};  tbttMlapty 

3m'-   -mckfldnefc  (wkh  aU  the  iikhy  biood  of  i|yi6iiiaoe 

oiiir)  •  ihcmld  eveiy  'whim  floufifli  «aiid  '6aaauBtt/»m 

lighlgcwJiicfc  and  virtue  lie  ptadbalOy  aiid«Ki  ttmk 

upon:  this  fxuAf  the  King  of  Gloiy,  tfe.g^eat  P| 

of  Goodnefs^  will  not  pennit  to  be  \  foouM' lalBerSMB 

conceive^  that^  to  remove  thefe  indccencieiraad  thde 

cUefii^  he  would  ptefimtly  torn  the  woi4d  intp  a  defert 

iblitiidey  or  poor  a  deluge '<rf  water  lOfcv  tfae-fiuse  of 

earthy  orwithflameiof  vengeance  oonfiinie  it  into  aft 

We  cannot  indeed  judge  or  determine  oondmiiqg 

^iedal  ctrcnmffiahceii  or  limits  of  God's  dealinig  tan 

•man*  in  tins  perUcular;  concemii^  the  lime  wh^ 

manner  how,  the  meafure  aoooiding.to  wUchy  GoA; 

dii|ienfe  thole  levelatioos  of  himieir:  thofe  depend  a 

-myfieries  of  coun&l  and  wifdoai  fiupaffiig  -oar  cOo] 

^^^'  henfion.  ThatGodihouIdforawhileoenniTeatmea'i 

ahr.  ick      nbrance,  and  fufler  them  to  grope  after  £iane  tnilh] 

l>eat  viii.    try  them,  as  he  (Ud  the  Ifiraelites  in  the  wildemefs,  1 

Exod.  x¥i.  ^cy  would  behave  themfelves  in  that  ftate;  to  prove  1 

**  they  would  ufe  their  talent  of  natural  lights  to  make  tl 

ienfible  of  their  own  infirmity,  to  (hew  them  whence 

their  vireUare  muft  proceed,  on  whom  all  their  happii 

depends,  to  make  them  more  able  to  value,  more  ddbr 

to  embrace,  the  redrefs  vouch&fed  them ;  as  alfo,  to 

mbnitrate  his  own  great  clemency,  longfuflfering,  and 

Vid.  Gen.   ticncc  J  that,  I  fay,  for  fuch  purpofes,  and  others  unfear 

'able  by  our  ihallow  underfianding,  God  (hould  for  ft 

time  forbear  with  a  full  evidence  to  declare  all  his  mine 

men,  is  not  fo  fbange  or  unlikely ;  but  that  for  ei 

through  all  courfes  of  time,  he  fhould  leave  men  in  fo  1 

lorn  a  condition,  in  fuch  a  depth  of  ignorailce,  fuch  j 

plexity  of  doubt^  fuch  captivity  under  fin,  fuch  fubjedioi 

mifery,  feems  not  probable,  much  lefs  can  it  feem  unp 

bable  that  he  hath  done  it :  it  cannot,  I  lay,  in  any  rea 

feem  mifbecoming  the  goodnefs,  wifdom,  or  juftice  of  G 

clearly  to  dilcover  to  us,  what  he  requires  us  to  do,  w! 

good  he  intends  for  us,  what  way  leads  to  our  hapiwu 

.how  we  may  avoid  mifery.   This  confideraticm,  if  it  do  i 
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prove  peiemptorily  that  God  cannot  but  fometime  make  SERM. 
ibch  a  revelation,  nor  that  he  yet  hath  aAually  done  it,  XIII. 
(finafmuch  as  we  cannot  reach  the  utmoft  poffibilities  of 
tUngs,  nor  are  fit  judges  of  what  God  mud  neceflarily  do; 
although  to  my  apprehenfion  this  fort  of  reafoning,  with 
due  caution  ufed,  fubfifting  in  general  terms,  and  not  over 
jiecifely  applying  it  to  particular  cafes  (implicated  by  cir- 
comftances  and  fpecialties  not  falling  under  our  judgment) 
hath  great  force ;)  yet  it  removes  all  obftru^on  to  our 
bdic^  and  difpofes  us  with  more  readinefs  to  admit  the 
leafons  which  follow :  for  it  being  not  unprobable,  yea, 
aooording  to  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  very  probable,  that  he 
ftoald  do  it,  we  have  caufe  with  attention  and  expe£lation 
of  iuccefs  on  this  hand  to  regard  the  arguments  that  pre- 
tend to  prove  he  hath  done  it. 

This  is  the  firft  fiep  of  our  difcourfe,  at  which  we  (hall 
ilop  for  the  prefent. 


Znn  in  3[efu0  Ctiifi,  &c. 


SERMON  XIV. 


OF  THE  IMPIETY  AND  IMPOSTURE  OF 
PAGANISM  AND  MAHOMETANISM. 


Eph.  i.  13. 

In  whom  ye  alfo  (tnifted),  having  heard  the  word  of  truth, 

the  Go/pel  of  your  falvalion. 

SERM  That  the  Chriftian  doarine  is  what  St.  Paul  here  call* 
•  it,  a  word  of  truths  and  did  proceed  from  the  God  of 
truth,  is  the  propofition  we  are  endeavouring  to  verify  and 
perfuade.  To  that  purpofe  we  did  firft  difcourfe,  that  it  is 
very  probable  God  fhould  fometime  clearly  and  fully  re- 
veal his  mind  to  men,  concerning  matters  relating  to  his 
own  glory  and  fervice,  their  good  and  happinefs. 

II.  I  now  proceed  another  ftep,  and  aflert,  that  no 
other  revelation  of  that  kind  and  importance  hath  been 
made ;  that  no  other  religion,  which  hath  been  or  is  now 
in  being,  can  with  good  probability  pretend  to  have  thus 
proceeded  from  God ;  fo  as  by  him  to  have  been  defigned 
for  a  general,  a  perpetual,  a  complete  inftruftion  and  obli- 
gation of  mankind.  There  have  appeared  but  three  pre- 
tences thereto ;  that  of  ancient  Paganifm,  that  of  Maho- 
metanifm,  and  that  of  Judaifm,  (for  the  more  particular 
pretenfions  of  enthufiadical  impofiord  have  been  fubordi- 
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nate  rither  to  Chriftianity  itfelf>  or  to  one  of  thofe ;  and  SERM. 
i)efides  having  found  no  confiderable  progrefs  or  con-     XIV. 
tinuance  in  the  world,  nor  countenance,  as  it  were,  from  ■"""■"" 
Providence,  are  not  pertinent  to  this  confideration,  befides 
that  they  are  all  generally  difclaimed;)  but  that  none  of 
thoie  three  pretences  are  well  grounded,  I  (hall,  examin- 
ing each  briefly,  (hew:    (briefly,  I  fay,  for  I  need  not 
infift  on  them  largely,  the  matter  having  paiTed  fo  many 
good  pens,  efpecially  that  excellent  one  of  Grotius ;  how- 
ever, it  falling  in  my  way  and  method,  I  (hall  offer  what 
hath  concerning  it  occurred  to  my  thoughts.) 

For  the  firft,  ancient  Paganifm;  it  did  indeed  (in  the  par- 
cels thereof,  or  by  retail)  pretend  to  a  kind  of  divine  revela* 
don;  that  it  derived  its  notions  and  its  forms  of  practice  from 
the  diredion  of  invifible  powers,  given  to  (ingle  perfons  or 
places,  in  feveral  ways,  (by  immediate  apparition,  by  pro- 
l^ietical  infpiration,  by  figniiicant  events  or  prodigies;) 
bat  it  did  not,  nor  could  pretend  to  any  one  uniform 
revelation  from   the  fovereign  God,  folemnly  delivered 
and  dire&ed  to  all  mankind ;  which  is  an  argument,  not 
only  that  thofe  pretended  revelations  were  imperfeA  and 
infufficient  to  the  ends  propounded,  but  alfo  falfe  and 
counterfeit :  for  we  may  well  fufpeft  thofe  edi£is  which 
are  clancularly  fet  up  in  comers,  and  which  run  not  in 
the  King's  name,  nor  are  marked  with  his  royal  iignature, 
to  have  proceeded  from  impoftors  or  from  rebels ;  efpe- 
cially if  the  matter  of  them  doth  not  advance,  but  depreis 
his  authority;  doth  not  promote,  but  prejudice  his  in- 
tereft  j  doth  not  comport  with,  but  contravene  his  plear 
fiire,  otherwife  decliured.    And  fuch  was  the  manner, 
ludh  the  matter  of  thofe  Pagan  revelations.      Put  the 
wfac^'body  of  that  religion  (if  I  may  fo  call  it)  together, 
and' you  have  nothing  but  a  lump  of  confoiion  and  incoEH 
SBbaacji  of  deformity  and  filthinefs,  of  vanity  and  folly, 
fittk  as  may  be  therein  tending  to  the  reverence  of  God, 
or'to  the  good  of  man^;   to  the  promoting  virtue  and 

.  <  lode  faror  vulgo,  quod  numina  vicinorom 
Pdit  utefqve  locus,  dum  folos  credit  habendos 
-  Elib  Died!,  qnoi  ipfe  colit—  Jtr9,  Sms,  ;i¥. 


3i6  Of  the  Impiety  and  Impojiure 


1 


ERM.  goodnefs  in  human  converfation,  to  the  breeding  loi^         < 
^^^     good-wiJl  in  men  toward  one  another,  to  the  nuintaiiK^^K^ 
juiiice,  peace,  and  good  order  in  focielies ;  much  apt-^^ 
produce  the  contrary  cflefls.     It  was  not,  f  (ay,  everec^   ^ 
fimple   or    uniform,   one    fixed   or   conftant    thing,  b«^^ 
according  to  difTcrence  of  place  and  time,  various  and  mra^ 
table;  diverfely  fliaped  and  modelled,  accorditig  to  the  fimg^  _ 
and  humour,  defign  or  inicrcfl  of  the  ftaie  ihai  allowed  J^ 
the  prielis  that  managed  it,  and  the  people  that  reeci**^ 
it ;    a  plain  fign,  that  (excepting  fome  general  (catl^^^ 
notions   deduced   from    ancient  tradition)  it   did   wh»^ 
proceed  from  human  device,  or  from  a  worfe  caufcj,,^^^' 
foggeiiion  of  evil  Ipirit?,  abuling  the  foiidnefs  attd  P'*";;^^^ 
of  men.      Sur^'cy   it,   and  what    iball    you    find    'h^siii'J 
but  a  bundle  of  idle,  ill -contrived,  incredible,  and  i'»q^V 
fiftent  ftories,  (arguing  nothing  of  truth  or  tincerity,  Jyt  J 
of  wit  or  dilcretioii  in  ihofc  who  invented  them;}  thabt 
attended  by  praflices  foolilh,  lewd,  and  cruel;  unwoidtti 
of  human  nature,  contrary  to  common  fenfe  and  honeftit 
Their  worfliip  (that  of  the  fupreme  Lord  being  negleSc^ 
&c.)  you  will  fee  direfled  towards  objeiits  raoft  irop(0|v 
and  unbecoming:    to  the  ghoflg  of  dead  men;  men  ii 
their  lives  (if  we  may  truft  the  reports  of  their  devoatdl 
adorers)  famous  for  nothing  fo  much  as  for  vicious  emi^ 
mitics,  for  thefts  and  rapines,  for  murders  and  patricidl^ 
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Qff  hUj,  dedicating  temples  and  ofTering  facrifices  to  SERH. 
^  even  void  of  fubfiftence,  to  mere  qualities  and  acci-  ^*^* 
s  of  things,  to  the  paffions  of  our  minds,  to  the  dif- 
I  of  our  bodies,  to  the  accidents  of  our  lives.  Who 
Id  tfaink  any  man  could  be  fo  mad  as  to  reckon  im- 
nce,  that  odious  vice;  a  fever,  that  troublefome 
fe  ;  or  fortune,  (that  unaccountable  name  of  nothing, 
'H  ymk  men  fo  little  trufl,  and  fools  fo  much  complain 
^mong  things  divine  and  venerabk^?  Can  I  mention 
tlung  worfe  than  all  thefe,  which  the  degenerate  ig- 
^iKe  and  naughtinefs  of  man  hath  crouched  to  ?  Yes, 
^  a  folly  of  all  moil  wretched  and  deplorable,)  they 
^ned  upon,  they  obeyed,  they  offered  their  deareft 
^dges  of  life  and  fortune  to  the  fwom  enemies,  as  of 

4  and  goodnefs,  fo  of  their  own  good  and  welfare^ 
tbe  very  curfed  fiends  of  hell :  whom,  if  they  had  not 
tti  extremely  blind  and  fenfelefs,  by  the  quality  of  thofe 
ss  and  myAeries  they  fuggefted,  (fo  bloody  and  cruel, 
lewd  and  foul,)  they  might  eafily  have  dete&ed  to  be 

Such  objeds  as  thefe  was  their  devotion  fpent  upon^ 
thefe  they  paid  their  refped,  in  thefe  they  repofed  their 
ifidence.  And  was  fuch  a  religion  likely  to  proceed  from 
d  ?  was  it  like  to  produce  any  glory  to  him,  *or  any 
lefit  to  man  ?  From  fuch  thorns,  what  fruits  can  we 
pe  (hould  fprout  of  good  life,  of  found  morality  ?  what 
!ty  toward  God,  what  juitice,  truth,  or  goodnefs  toward 
in;  what  fobriety  or  purity  in  themfelves,  can  we  expeft 
>uld  arife  from  fuch  conceits  and  fuch  prances?  Surely 
other  than  thofe  which  St.  Paul  defcribes  in  the  firft 
apier  of  his  Epiftle  to  the  Romans,  and  in  the  fecond  of 
(EfMiUe  to  the  Ephefians,  and  St.  Peter  i  £p.  iv.  3.  which 
lory  plainly  fliews  to  have  been  no  (landerous  imputa- 

05  upon  Gentiliim.  If  any  good  did  appear  in  the  con-^ 
rfaUon  of  fome  men  who  followed  that  religion,  it  in 
t  to  be  imputed  to  the  influence  of  that,  but  to  fon^e 
Iter  caufe;  to  the  relics  of  good  nature;  to  the  glim- 
nrings  of  natural  light  breaking  forth  in  fome,  and  by 
ir  precept  or  example  conveyed  to  others;  to  the  necef- 
y  ezperienoe  concerning  the  mifehiefe  of  vice  aod  adTan- 
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SERM,  tages  of  virtue;  or  perhaps  alfo  to  fecret  wfaifpers  and 
^^V'    impreilions  of  divine  grace  upon  fome  men's  minds^  voudh 
""  fafed  in  pity  to  them,  and  others  whom  they  might  teacfc 

or  lead  into  ways  fomewhat  better  than  thofe  common  ones 
of  extreme  wickednefs  and  folly :  to  thefe^  I  lay^  or  fndl 
caufesj  all  indances  of  pradice  in  any  meafure  innocent'Off 
commendable  may  rather  be  afcribed,  than  to  that  A»ji 
ligiouj  which  was  much  apter  to  corrupt  and  debal]ol^  i 
than  to  better  or,<;ivilize  men ;  for  with  what  intentki  i 
foever  they  were  fpoken,  there  was  not  much  of  rol  ; 
calumny  in  thofe  words  of  Lucretius,  '  i 

"  £aepius  olim  i 

Religio  peperit  fcelerata^  atque  improba  £i£bi.  i 

But  it  is  needlefs  to  difcourfe  much  againft  that  whid  : 
hath  no  reafonable  patron,  and  which  fcarce  any  wife  : 
man,  when  it  was  in  fafhion,  did  ferioufly  think  to  haie  i 
had  any  truth  or  reality  in  it.    Plato,  you  know,  often  is-  |i 
veighs  againft  the  inventers  of  thofe  beaftly  fables  in  heir  \ 
then  theology,  (upon  which  yet  all  the  economy  of  thrir  i 
Arift.  Me-  religious  praftice  did  depend ;)    Ariftotle  attributes  the  . 
taph.  xii.  8-conflitution  of  thofe  religions  to  the  fubtilty  of  ftatefmen:  : 
there  is  none  of  the  Fathers,  I  think,  or  any  other  difputcr 
againft  heathenifm,  who  hath  more  direfily  or  eamefUy 
Lib.il.  cap.  oppugned  it  than  Pliny  hath.     There  was  few,  or  none, 
Vid.  Plut.   of  the  philofophers,  who  did  not  (ignify  his  diflike  or 
p!a9i!^^   contempt  of  the  vulgar  opinions  and  pra^ices  concerning 
Dc  U'g.x.  religion;  what  Cicero  faith  of  one  part,  the  wifer  fort  SA 
Dc  Div.  ii.  j^dg®  of  all :  Tota  res  ejl  invent  a  Jatlaciis  aut  ad  quce/tum^ 
p.  240.       aut  ad  Juperfiitionenij  aut  ad  errorem,  (The  whole  bufi- 
Ep.3oi.     nefs  was  deceitfully  forged  either  for  gain,  or  out  of  fu- 
pcrftition,  or  from  miftake).^    They  did  indeed,  moft  or 
all  of  them,  in  their  external  behaviour,  comply  with 
common  pra6lice,  out  of  a  politic  difcrelion,  for  their 
fafety  and  quiet  fake :  but  m  their  inward  thoughts  and 
judgments  they  (as  by  many  paiTages  in  their  writings 
doth  appear)  believed  nothing,  nor  liked  any  thing  in  it: 

*>  Haec  ct  dicuntur  et  creduntur  ftultiffimc,  et  plena  funt  futilitatisi  fum. 
msque  leritaiis.   Balbus  in  Cic,  de  N.  D.  S. 
Vid.  Auguft.  de  Civit.  D.  lib.  ir.  33.  vi.  lo. 
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they  obfenred  tbofe  things,  as  Seneca  faid,  tanquam  legi-  SBRM. 
htf  j^ffitf  non  ianquam  diis  gratOf  (not  as  acceptable  to  XIV. 
ibe  Gods  themfelves,  but  as  commanded  by  the  laws  of 
dttr  country •)  And  indeed  this  diflimuktion  was  fo 
Dolorioua^  that  even  the  vulgar  difcemed  it ;  and  there- 
h&c  Ibldom  the  wiler  men  were  reputed  among  them  the 
■19ft: religioufly. but  lutble  to  accufation  for  impiety;  and 
fine  of  them,  ye  know,  fuffered  extremities  upon  that 
Gemey  who  .oould  not  altogether  conceal  that  contempt, 
vrfaich  the  vanity  ct  popular  fuperftitions  had  begotten 
toward  them  in  their  heartiB. 

I  might  add,  that  all  thofe  Pagan  religions  did  vaniih 
together  with  the  countenance  of  fecular  authority  and 
power  fuftaining  them;  which  ihews  -plainly  enough, 
that  they  had  little  or  no  root  in  the  hearty  belief  or  ap- 
pvdbation  of  thofe  who  profeiTcd  them. 

And  thus  much  may  fuffice,  I  fuppofe,  to  declare,  that 
Piganiini  did  not  pro<^ed  (irom  divine  revelation,  but  from 
human  invention  or  fi^geftion  diabolical. 

I  ftall  only  adjoin,  that  the  confidering  this  cafe  of 
heathens  .may  be  of  good  ufe  (and  to  that  ufe  indeed 
Sl  Paul  bath  largely  applied  it)  in  confirming  what  we 
before  urged,  the  great  need  of  fomc  full  and  plain  reve- 
lation to  the  world  of  God's  mind,  in  order  to  God's 
f^ory  and  man's  good;  as  alfo  it  is  of  fingular  ufe,  (which 
alfi)  the  fiune  Apoftle  frequently  (Ud  put  it  to,)  by  the 
contemplation  thereof,  to  difcover  our  great  obligations  to 
hiefa  and  .thank  God  for  hb  great  mercy  in  revealing 
his  heavenly  truth  to  us,  from  whence  we  are  freed  from 
errors  and  mifchiefs  fo  deplorable ;  which  otherwife,  from 
human  infirmity  and  the  Devil's  malice,  we  fhould  eafily 
(and  in  a  manner  neceflarily)  have  incurred. 

That  pretence  was  ancienter  in  (landing;  but  there 
hath»  even  fince  Chriftianity,  ftarted  up  another,  (Maho- 
infitawifm,)  which,  if  not  upon  other  accounts,  yet  in 
Teipe&  to  its  age,  and  to  the  port  it  bears  in  the  world, 
demands  foine  confideration ;  for  it  hath  continued  a  long 
time,  and  hath  vaftly  overlpread  the  earth :  neither  is  it 
more  formidable  in  its  Iboks,  than  peremptory  in  its 
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SERM.  words;  vaunting  illblf  to  be  no  lefs  than  a  complete^ 
^'^-  giiieral,  an  ulliniate  declaralion  of  God's  pleafure,  d 
celling  anil  voiding  all  oihers  that  have  gone  before.  B 
exuirining  both  the  fubflance  and  circumflances  therai 
coiiliik-ring  the  quality  of  the  inftruments  by  whomi' 
the  limes  when,  it  was  introduced ;  of  the  places  whel 
of  ihc  ptople  who  firit  or  afterward  did  receive  it ;  I 
nianuLT  of  its  rife,  progrefs,  and  continuance;  as  alfol 
matter  it  teaches  or  enjoins  ;  we  Ihall  not  find  flampedi 
it  the  genuine  charaftcra  of  a  divine  original  and  authonj 
but  have  great  reafon  to  deem  it  a  brood  of  mod  !« 
and  impudent  cozenage.  In  times  of  great  dlHurball 
and  confulion,  when  barbarous  nations,  like  torrents,  g 
overflow  the  world,  and  turned  all  things  upfide  doi4 
in  times  of  general  corruption  and  diforder  in  men's  mid 
and  manners,  when,  even  among  Chrillians,  ignoniri 
ami  (viperftition,  diflenfion  and  uncharilablenefs,  im[nq 
and  iniquity  did  greatly  prevail ;  in  a  very  blind  and  ol 
feurv  comer  of  the  earth,  among  a  crew  of  wild  thien 
and  runagates,  (fuch  have  thofe  Arabians  been  al«'n 
md  known  to  be,)  this  feft  had  its  birth  and  la 
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ige  of  falling  in  the  way  of  barbarous  people,  void  of  SERM. 
ailiing  and  civility,  and  not  prepofleffed  with  other  ^^^' 
Dtions  or  any  fenfe  of  religion ;  who  thence  (as  mankind 
naturally  fufceptive  of  religious  iinpreflions)  were  capa- 
le  and  apt  to  admit  any  religion  fird  oflfering  itfelf,  efpe- 
laDy  one  fo  grofs  as  this  was,  fo  agreeable  to  their  fu- 
Ous  humours  and  lulls.  Afterward  being  funiiihcd  with 
icfa  champions,  it  diiTufcd  itfelf  by  rage  and  terror  of 
ms,  convincing  men's  minds  only  by  the  fword,  and 
Eng  no  other  arguments  but  blows.  Upon  the  fame 
rounds  of  ignorance  and  force  it  flill  fubiilU,  neither  of> 
ring  for,  nor  taking  againft  itfelf  any  rcafon ;  rcfufing  all 
Eamination,  and,  upon  extreme  penalties,  forbidding  any 
ilpute  about  its  truth ;  being  indeed  fo  far  (whether  out 
F  judgment  or  fatal  inftin£^)  wife,  as  confcious  to  itfelf, 
r  foreboding,  that  the  letting  in  of  a  little  light,  and  a 
loderate  liberty  of  difcufling  its  pretences,  would  eaiily 
verthrow  it.  Now  that  divine  wifdom  (hould  choofe 
bofe  black  and  boiderous  times  to  publifh  his  will,  is  as 
F  the  king  (hould  purpofely  order  his  proclamation  to  be 
oade  in  a  tempeftuous  night,  when  no  man  fcarce  dared 
o  fiir  out,  nor  any  man  could  well  fee  what  was  done,  or 
lear  what  was  faid :  much  fitter  furely  to  that  purpofe 
rare  ferene  and  calm  day,  a  time  of  general  civility  and 
leace,  like  that  of  Auguftus  Caefar.  That  the  declaration 
if  God's  mind  (hould  ifTue  from  the  delerts  of  Arabia,  (that 
len  of  robbers,)  is  as  if  the  king  (hould  caufe  his  edicts  to  be 
bt  up  in  the  blindeft  and  dirtied  nook  of  the  fuburbs:  the 
oarket-crofs  furely,  or  the  exchange,  (the  place  of  mod 
general  and  ordinary  concourfe,)  uch  as,  in  refpc^t  to 
he  world,  was  the  flouri(hing  empire  of  Rome,  were 
Qore  convenient,  and  wifely  chofen  for  that  purpofe. 
liat,  pafling  over  the  more  gentle  and  tractable  part  of 
lis  people,  a  prince  (hould  fend  his  laws  to  a  rabble  of 
anditti ;  (hould  pick  out  for  his  mcifenger  a  mo()  dilTo- 
ite  varlet,  attended  with  a  crew  of  defperate  ruffians,  re- 
lived to  buflfet  and  rifle  all  they  met,  were  an  odd  way  of 
roceeding:  to  communicate  his  pleafure  unto  the  better 
(id  more  orderly  fort  of  people,  (fuch  as  were  the  fub- 

VOI-.    IV.  V 
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SERM,  i*^  of  that  well  governed  empire;)  by  perfom  ol 
XIV.  meaning,  mild  difpofition^  and  innocent  behaviour^ 
as  were  the  Apoftles  of  our  Lord;)  in  a  quiet  and 
manner,  (fuch  as  thefe  only  ufed;}  woidd  furely 
become  a  worthy  prince.  Thus  even  the  exterior  c 
fiances  of  Mahometanifm,  (both  abfolutdy  and  in  c 
rifon,)  belonging  to  its  rife,  its  growth,  its  oondi 
(fo  full  of  indecency,  of  iniqiuty,  of  inhumamty,)  ] 
ftrong  prefumptions  againft  its  divinity;  or  rather^ 
demonftrate  that  it  could  not  proceed  from  God, 
truth  cannot  need  fuch  inftruments  or  fuch  cou 
miuntain  it,  whofe  goodnefs  certainly  abhors  them 
brther,  if  we  look  into  the  matter  and  inward 
thereof,  we  (hall  find  it  a  niafs  of  abfurd  opinions,  o 
ries,  and  uncouth  ceremonies ;  compounded  chiefly 
dregs  of  Chriftian  hereiies,  together  with  fome  ingr 
of  Judaifm  and  Paganifm  confufedly  jumbled,  or 
fully  tempered  together.  From  Chriftian  herefies  il 
to  have  derived  its  negative  doftrines,  oppofite  to 
tianlty;  as  for  inftance^  when  allowing  Chrift  mv 
fpe6l,  it  yet  denies  his  being  the  Son  of  God,  and  i 
did  really  fufier;  reje£Ung  his  true  ftory,  it  affixc 
ones  upon  him:  as  alfo  fome  pofitive  ones;  for  ex 
that  unreafonable  opinion,  fo  much  mifbefeeming 
that  God  hath  a  body,  (Mahomet,  forfooth,  once  t< 
his  hand,  and  felt  it  very  cold,)  might  be  drawn  fn 
Anthropomorphites ;  that  doftrine  concerning  th 
determination  of  all  events,  (fo  prejudicial  to  all  n 
fubverting  the  foundations  of  juftice  between  & 
man,  man's  free  choice  in  ferving  God,  God's  fr 
poial  of  rewards  fuitable  to  men's  a6tions,)  they  pi 
borrowed  from  the  Manichees,  a  feA  that  mw 
tained  in  thofe  eadem  parts.  The  Jew  contribui 
ceremonies  of  circumcifion  and  frequent  purgati< 
wafhing,  his  abftinence  from  fwine's  flefh,  his  allowi 
polygamy  and  divorce :  I  might  add,  that  perhap 
him  they  filched  that  proud,  inhuman,  and  uncr 
mour  of  monopolizing  divine  favour  and  good-^ 
themfelves;  fo  of  reffaraining  their  own  kindnefs  { 
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Bt  to  peribiu  of  their  profeflion,  or  fe£t;  condemn-  SERH. 
,  dcdi^fiog,  and  hating  all  the  world  befide  them-  ^l^- 
n;  calliog  aU  others  dogs,  and  adjudging  all  to 
lun  damiBtioD ;  and,  which  is  more,  affirming  that  all 
thor  bdief,  how  wicked  foever  their  lives  have  beea, 
1  at  length  afliiredly  partake  of  falvadon  :  (6  partial 
tbey  make  Almighty  God,  fo  addided  to  a  mere 
le  and  outward  flww,  feigning  him,  as  in  fltape  fo  in 
ions,  human  and  like  themfelves.  Indeed  in  this  main 
t  of  religion,  a  true  notion  of  God,  his  nature,  his 
ibutes,  his  method  of  providence,  their  doctrine  is 
f  peccant,  reprefenting  him,  in  his  nature  and  adions, 
f  unworthily.  Thdx  defcriptions  concerning  the  Aate 
men  after  death,  (that  main  and  principal  part  of  re- 

00,  which  ^ves  life  and  vigour  to  the  red,]  whence 
I  we  betten  deduce  Its  original,  than  from  the  Pagan  no- 
is  or  dories  of  Elyfium  and  Hades  ?  what  better  pat- 
Q  can  we  6nd,  whence  that  paradife  of  corporeal  de- 
lit,  or  rather  of  brutifh  fenfuality,  fliould  be  tranfcribed^ 
idk  any  man  fees  how  poor  an  encouragement  it  is, 
w  unworthy  a  reward,  to  virtue;  yea,  how  much  it 
■pt  to  detraft  from,  to  difcourage  all  performances  of 
Jbn  and  honefty?  The  like  we  might  fay  of  the  punifli- 
nts  (which  in  due  correfpondence  to  the  rewards  they 
ipound)  they  only  or  chiefly  inflii^  upon  the  body;  the 
in  part,  it  feems,  of  which  a  Mahometan  man  con- 

1.  And  mufl  he  not  be  very  Ihipid,  who  can  fuS*er 
afelf  to  be  perfuaded,  that  fuch  conceits  (conceits 
Durable  indeed  to  pleafure,  and  indulgent  to  the  flefh, 
I  contrary  to  virtue,  prejudicial  to  the  fpirit  and  reafon 
man)  (hould  come  from  the  God  of  wifdom  and  holi- 
s?  Farther,  how  Mahomet  was  infpired,  bis  Itoiiea 
De  will  evince ;  flories  patched  up  out  of  old  hiftories 
rapted,  mangled,  and  tranTplaced;  interlarded  with 
oloQs  legends,  contrary  to  all  probable  records  of  bif- 
ff  (the  itames,  places,  times,  and  all  the  circumRances 
eieof  he  moft  unskilfully  changes  and  confounds,}  yea 
U^MOt  to  the  luture  and  pollibihty  of  things;  fo  that 

r  every  tale  he  tells  a  an  evident  aigumrat 
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JSERM.of  an  ignorant  and  an  impudent  impoflor;  and  he  thai i 
XIV.    blunders  and  faliifies  about  matters  of  fad^  who  will  Xjed 

"  him  in  matters  of  right  and  reafon  ?  which  things^  if  it  ww 

worth  the  while,  might  by  various  infiances  be  fliewedj 
and  you  may  every  where  receive  fatisfieiftion  theitk 
The  like  might  be  laid  concerning  its  multitude  of  iSly 
ceremonies,  grounded  on  no  reafonable  defign»  nor  fuk 
fervient  to  any  purpofe  of  virtue ;  the  infiitution  wheraaf 
no  man  therefore,  without  injury  to  the  divine  wifdora,cil 
impute  thereto.    But  I  (hall  only  add  two  fitrther  oadH^ 
derations  upon  this  matter :  one,  that  whatever  is  gool^ 
or  plaufible  in  this  religion^  (fuch  as  are  fome  precepU^ 
juftice  and  charity,  although  thefe  confined  among  iSbem- 
felves,)  may  realbnably  be  fuppofed  taken  from  Chrit^- 
tianity,  which  being  fenior  in  (landing,  may  (in  poiiiti 
wherein  both  agree)  well  go  for  the  miftrefs ;  and  how- 
ever, that,  upon  the  fcore  of  fuch  doctrines  or  laws,  we 
have  no  reafon  to  think  this  religion  came  from  God;  for 
why  (hould  he  reveal  that  again,  which  in  a  larger  extentf 
upon  better  grounds,  with  more  advantage,  he  had  de- 
clared before ;  which  alfo  then  was  commonly  embraced 
and  acknowledged  ?  I  alfo  obferve,  that  this  religion,  by 
its  own  free  conceflRons,  doth  evidently  deftroy  itfelf ;  fof 
it  admits  Chriftianity  once  to  have  been  a  true  doAriDCi 
proceeding  from   and  attefted  to  by   God :   but  Chrif- 
tianity did  ever  declare  itfelf  to  be  a  general,  perpetuali 
perfeft,  and  immutable  rule  of  faith  and  praftice;   that 
never  any  acccflSons  thereto,  any  alterations  thereof^  ought 
to  be  made  or  admitted;  that  whatever  fpirit,  coming  after 
it,  (liould  offer  to  innovate,  or  pretend  to  new  difcoveries 
contrary  to,  or  different  from  it,  muft  be  fufpefted  of  dc- 
lufion,  foretelling  and  forewarning  againft  fuch  endeavours 
that  (liould  appear,  as  fallacious  and  mifchievous  :  this,  it 
appears^  (by  the  writings  of  thofe  who  firft  planted  Chrif- 
tianity, writings  which  no  man  in  his  wits  can  queftion  to 
be  theirs ;  being  through  a  continual  uninterrupted  courfe 
of  times,  from  the  beginning,  by  general  confent  of  both 
friends   and   adverfaric^,   acknowledged  and   attefted   to 
as  fo ;  all  characters  within  them  imaginably  proper  for 
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diat  purpofe,  confirming  the  fame ;  as  aJfo  by  the  current  SERM. 

tndition  of  their  difciples,  immediate  and  mediate,  extant    XIV. 

■  tecords  tmquefticAiable,  and  by  all  other  means  con- 
COTlble,)  this,  I  fay,  it  mofl  plainly  appears,  was  one 
l^and  dodrine  and  pretence  of  Chnflianity  at  firft,  which 
Ihe  Mafaomeuns  acknowledging  originally  true  and  divine 
k  the  groft,  muft  confequently  grant  idelf  to  be  an  im- 

And  thus  much  feemg  fufficient  to  demonflrate  that  re- 
igaa  not  to  be  of  a  divine  estra^on.  I  fhall  next  proceed 
o  oonfider  the  pretences  of  Judaifm,  and  to  fliew  that 
Mslfaer  it  was  fucb  a  perfed  revelation  as  we  proved  it 
■ohable  God  would  vouchlafe  to  make.  But  that  ihall 
3p  the  fubjeA  of  another  difcourfe. 


9nD  in  31tfu0  €hti%  &c. 


SERMON    XV. 


OF  THE  IMPERFECTION  OF  THE  JEWISH 

REUGION. 


SERM. 
XV. 


Heb.  vii. 
18,  19. 


Eph.  i.  13. 

In  whom  ye  alfo  (trufted),  having  heard  the  word  oftruA, 

the  Go/pel  of  your  falvation. 

X  HAT  It  is  probable  God  fhould  vouchlafe  to  mankind 
a  full  and  clear  declaration  of  his  mind  and  will  concern- 
ing their  duty  and  their  welfare,  I  did  (hew :  that  Pa- 
ganiim  and  Mahometanifm,  without  reafon  and  truth,  did 
or  does  pretend  thereto,  I  alfo  briefly  difcourfed :  I  now 
proceed  to  examine  the  plea  which  Judaifm  puts  in,  and 
to  make  good  that  neither  it  is  well  grounded,  (which,  as 
the  caufe  deferves,  I  fhall  do  fomewhat  more  largely.) 
The  Jewifli  religion  we  acknowledge  had  its  birth  from 
the  revelation  and  appointment  of  God ;  its  truth  and  its 
goodnefs  we  do  not  call  in  quedion :  but  yet  looking  into 
it,  we  (hall  find  it  in  many  refpe£ts  defe^ve,  and  wanting 
the  conditions  due  to  fuch  a  revelation  as  we  require. 
For  it  was  not  univerfal,  (neither  being  dire£ted  to,  nor 
fitted  for,  the  nature  and  needs  of  mankind ;)  it  was  not 
full  and  complete,  it  was  not  deiigned  to  be  of  perpetual 
obligation  or  ufe. 

I.  Firft,  I  fay,  this  revelation  was  not  general;  not  £- 
reded  to,  6r  intended  for  to  inftru£t  and  oblige  numkmil : 
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Jdetf  ezprefily  aflinns  fo  much;  the  whole  tenor  and  SERM, 
frune  thereof  fhews  it ;  fo  do  all  the  circumftances  of  its     XV. 
rife  and  progrefs.    That  It  was  intended  peculiarly  for 
that  finall  nation,  poflefling  a  very  inconfiderable  portion 
of  the  earth ;  dillinguiflied,  and  indeed,  as  it  were,  con- 
cealed (rom  the  reft  of  mankind  both  on  purpofe  and  in 
eftft ;  for  it  fo  renudned  for  many  ages  (till  the  Mace- 
doman  firft,  and  afterward  the  Roman  conquefts  opened 
the  world,  and  difclofed  them)  hid  in  a  folitary  obfcurity; 
even  fo  far  as  to  fcape  the  obfervation  of  the  moft  inquifi- 
tive  furveyors  of  the  earth,  the  moft  curious  fearchers  into 
the  cuftoms  oi  all  people,  (as  of  Herodotus  for  inftance, 
who,  nicely  defcribing  the  places  and  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple all  about  them,  could  not  difcem  them,  and  takes  no 
notice  of  them,  although  for  their  peculiar  manners  other- 
irife  moft  remarkaUe,  and  deferving  his  mention;)  appears 
by  exprefs  paflages  in  their  law  and  holy  writings ;  He  Pf.  cxWii. 
Jkeweth  his  word  unto  Jacob,  hisjlaiutes  and  his  judgments  '^'  ^^' 
unto  Ifrael;  He  hath  not  dealt  fo  with  any  nation;  and  his 
ju^ments  they  have  not  known  thenu  It  is  plainly  affirmed, 
that  God  did  make  that  difcovery  of  his  will  and  mind 
peculiarly  to  that  people,  and  to  no  other ;  I  the  Lord  am  Lev.  xz.  s(k 
k»bf,and  have  fevered  you  from  other  people,  that  yejhould 
be  mine,  faith  God  to  the  Jews ;  Sojhall  we  be  feparated,  Exod. 
land  thy  people,  from  all  the  people  thai  are  upon  the  face  J^^^'^ 
of  the  earth,  faith  Mofes  in  his  addrefs  to  God ;  Thou  art  not  to  mu- 
a  holy  people  unto  the  Lord  thy  God;   The  Lord  hath^^^^J^ 
cho/en  thee  to  be  a  fpecial  people  unto  himfelf,  above  all^^^^f^^* 
people  thai  are  upon  the  face  of' the  earth,  faith  Mofes  iOGnt.im' 
that  people :   wUch  paflkges  (together  with  divers  others  f^^"^'  P* 
of  the  fiune  import)  being  ufed  to  engage  and  encourage  Dcutva.6, 
a  fingular  obedience,  do  plainly  finy,  that  God  trania£ted  ^*^  *'* 
with  that  people  fingly  and  feparately  irom  all  other ; 
taking  them  on  purpofe,  as  it  were,  into  a  comer,  at  a 
good  diftanee,  and  beyond  hearing  of  others,  that  he  might 
there  fignify  alone  to  them  his  pleafure,  peculiarly  con- 
cerning them.    Yea  to  this  purpofe,  of  maintaining  a  dif- 
tanoe  and  diffiuAion  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  (Uvers  of 
their  laws  were  appointed ;  as  not  only  the  nature  of  fuch 
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SERM.  laws  doth  ixnply^  but  words  annexed  to  them  fometimei 
XV.     exprefs ;  /  am  the  Lord  your  Gcd,  which  have  Jeparaied 

Lev.  XX.  24.  you  from  other  people  ;  ye  Jhall  therefore  put  difference  be* 

Zi^h,\\,\4.tween  clean  beajls  and  unclean.  Whence  St.  Paul  calh 
their  law  luwimi^ov  fpayfji,5,  a  partition  wall^  that  fenced 
that  nation,  and  fevered  it  from  others ;  and  an  enmity* 
being  framed  to  fet  them  in  diftance  and  variance  from  the 
reft  of  men.  That  whole  bufinefs  alfo  of  this  conftitutioB 
is  frequently  ftyled  a  covenant,  made^  not  between  God 

Deut.iv.ia.and  mankind,  but  between  God  and  that  fingle  nation;  a  i 

xziz    \A 

35,  ic. '     covenant  in  formal  terms  mentioning  them^  and  them 
only ;  fealed  with  marks  and  charaAers  peculiar  to  them; 
requiring  conditions  and  duties  poflible  or  proper  only  lor 
them  to  perform ;   exhibiting  promifes  only  fuitable  to 
them ;  propounding  rewards  which  they  only  were  capa- 
ble to  receive,  and  puniihments  wliich  they  only  codd 
Deut  iv.  1.  undergo.     Hear,  0  Ifrael,  is  the  ufual  ftyle,  according  to 
&c.  ^**  ^'  which  thofe  laws  are  direfted ;  /  am  the  Lord  thy  Godf 
Pf.lxxxi.8.  M/A/cA  hroitght  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  is  the  intro- 
duftion  to  the  Decalogue  itfelf,  (which  among  all  parts  of 
that  law  looks  faircft  toward  a  general  importance  and 
obligation ;  which  yet  is  fo  fpecially  direftcd,  and  is  in- 
deed peculiarly  called  the  coven?int  between  God  and  that 
Deut.  iT.13.  people;   \iz.  fynecdochically  y  as -being  the  principal  part 
ll^;  29.  ^ireftive  of  their  duty.)     In  the  body  of  the  laws  itfdf, 
there  is  often  made  a  diftinftion  between  them  who  were 
Dcut.  xvii.  bound  to  obfer\'e  it,  and  others  that  were  not ;  between 
ExoU.  xxvM^^^^^^^  and  Jirangers ;    between  Hebrews   and  aliens  i 
f^*  with  duties  fuited  and  limited  in  regard  to  that  diftindion, 

3, 12.  (as  in  the  cafes  of  remitting  debts,  releafng  fervants,  eX" 
47^&"^  a<9iwg  ufe,  and  the  like :)  there  are  enjoined  duties,  which 
Deut. xvi. I.  others  could  not  properly  or  decently  perform ;  fuch  as 
xiv.2i  &c.  ^^^^''^^^^^^  ^^  feafts  in  commemoration  and  thankfulneft 
Exod. xxiii. for  mercics  vouchfafed  to  that  nation:  as  alfo  others 
*  which  could  not  be  obfen^ed  by  all  men  with  any  poffi- 

bility  or  convenience ;  fuch  as  thofe  of  repsuring  thrice  a 
year  to  one  certain  place,  eftablifhed  for  God's  worfliip ;  of 
brining  tithes  and  oblations  thither,  and  the  like;  neither 
was  the  number  of  Priefts  and  Levites,  fet  apart  for  God's 


O/Hm  tnpafe&ion  of  the  Jewi^  Beligion.       339 

Birvice,  proportioned  otherwife,  than  in  refpeft  to  that  SBRM. 
one  people.    The  encouragements  alfo  and  rewards  pro-     XV. 
■Hed  to  obedience  do  incommunicably  pertain  to  them,  ^~^^™ 
IB  alfo  the  diiboumgements  from,  and  punilhments  for, 
iifi^iedience ;   a  long  and  profperous  enjoyment  of  the 
Imd  of  Canaan  was  the  meed  fet  before  them,  if  tbey 
honld  obey  and  make  good  their  part  of  the  covenant;  a 
fifpc^effion  thereof,  or  aSliffion  in  it,  was  the  punifhment 
tkreateoed,  if  they  fliould  prcfumc  to  difobey  and  violate 
ifaofe  engagements;  Ye  Jhall  walk  in  all  the  taws,  whichoeai.r.aa. 
lAff  Lord  your  God  hath  commanded  you ;  thai  ye  may  live,  "^ota  tu>- 
aadthat  it  maybe  well  with  you;  and  that  ye  may  prolong  ■'O'  riiu!, 
yMT  dayt  in  the  land  which  ye  pojfefs.     Hear  therefore,  0  que  cvicris 
^hel,  and  obferve  to  do  U ;  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee,  ^o^^hbiu 
«■!  that  ye  may  increafe  mightily,  as  the  1/nd  God  of  thy  t.k.  s, 
Jkken  kalh  promifed  thee,  in  the  laud  that  flowelh  with  ^^"^^ail- 
mlk  and  honey.   Such  were  the  promifes  exciting  to  obe-  ">.  Cui& 
fence ;  and  the  threatenings  deterring  from  difobedience  ^^"^^ 
VCR  anfwerable,  as  every  where  in  their  law  and  ftory  is 
liible. 

I  may  alTo  hereto  add,  that  as  the  laws  and  rites  of 
diii  religion  were  deligned  only  for  this  people,  as  they  did 
only  agree  to  their  circumllanccs ;  fo  they  were  only 
Uted  to  their  inclinations  and  their  capacities;  their  in- 
'  dnations,  which  were  very  (htbbom  and  perverfe ;  their 
[Cqiadties,  which  were  very  low  and  grofs,  as  their  own 
fnpbets  do  upon  many  occalions  afBrm  and  complain; 
bong  diflentaneous  and  repugnant  to  the  common  hu- 
aMXir  and  genius  of  mankind :  fo  experience  dircovered 
them  to  be,  when  they  became  more  apparent  and  ob- 
fcn^)le;  Judaorum  mosahfurdus,fordidufque;  (The  Jeic- 
ykvay  of  life  is  uncouth  andjirdidt  was  Tacitus  bis  cen- 
five;  Hi/l.  7,  j.)  and.  They  run  counter  to  all  men,  was 
St  Paul's  imputation  on  that  people;  i  ThelT.  ii.  15.  to 
wUch  the  general  conceit  of  men  concerning  them  did 
^gree;  fo  little  plaufible  or  probable  was  their  way,  fo 
lisUe  to  diflike  and  contempt :  which  argues  it  unlit  to  be 
muneoded  by  the  God  of  wifdom  to  the  generality  of 
PHikJml. 
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SBRM.     By  which  and  many  other  like  confiderations  obnon 
^^'     enough  may  appear^  that  this  difpeniation  was  not  (dthe 
according  to  its  nature  or  in  its  defign)  general^  or  fud 
as  refpe£ted  the  main  body  of  mankind^  but  rather  verj 
particular  and  retrained ;  defignediy  reftrained  to  the  ob* 
ligation  and  ufe  of  one  place  or  people,  if  compared  U 
the  world  of  men,  inconfiderably  narrow  and  finall ;  (tin 
Deut«Tii.7-fewe(l  of  all  people  God  himfelf  fays  they  were.)     That 
in  fine,  this  conftitution  had  only  the  nature  of  a  munidpil 
law,  impofing  burdens  and  indulging  privileges  upon  on 
city  or  territory;  not  of  a  common  civil  fan£kion,  efitp 
blifhed  for  the  obligation,  ufe,  and  benefit  of  the  whole 
commonwealth,  or  empire  fubjed  to  the  Almighty  King. 
It  is  not  therefore  in  reafon  to  be  taken  for  fuch  a  reve- 
lation, as  we  argued  needful  for  us,  and  to  be  expefied 
from  him,  u/Ao,  as  the  Pfalmifi,  as  reafon,  as  experience 
pr.  cxIt.  8.  tells  us,  is  goad  io  all,  and  tvhofe  tender  mercies  are  emr 
all  his  works;  from  him,  who  is  the  common  Father  of 
all,  and,  as  St.  Paul  exprcfleth  it,  hath  made  of  one  blood 
A6b  xvii,    9r«v  i^of  av^poowanf,  the  whole  nation  and  commonwealth  of 
Kins  of  the 'f^^^hind;  from  him,  who  cannot  be  in  afle6Uon  anywife 
wOTid,  the  fonj  Qj.  partial,  a  refpefter  of  perfons  or  of  nations,  as 
the  earth.    St.  Paul  in  the  fecond  to  the  Romans,  and  St.  Peter  in 

AsSi'x^o*.  ^^®  ^^^  ^^^°  implies.      From  him,  who  is  not  only  the 

1  Tim.  iv.  Maker,  but,  as  our  Apoftlealfo  ftyles  him,  the  Saviour  oj 

wifd. vi. 7, ^'^  www;   and,  as  even  the  Hebrew  Wife  Man  aflertSj 

^^*^h.^^' careth  for  all  alike;  being  defirous  that  all  men  Jhouldht 

favedj  and  come  io  the  knowledge  of  the  truth ;  not  willing 

that  any  Jhould  perifli,  but  that  all  men  Jhould  come  to  ft- 

peniance.    From  him,  who  is  not  only  ^iXfjSpaTo^,  or  ^ iXcA' 

Xijf,  (a  lover  of  Jews,  or  of  Greeks  5)  but  f  iXov^powo^,  ( 

Tit.  iii.  4.    lover  of  men;  arid  fiXo^^o^,  a  lover  of  fouls ;  who,  laftly 

Rom.iu.jg.^^  ^^'  ''^^  ^^  of  the  Jews  only,  but  of  the  Gentiles  alfo,a 

Plat.  St.  Paul  urges  this  argument  5  and  as  alfo  the  reafon  c 

Utis  0u(    ^^^  thing  and  the  voice  of  nature  dotli  declare:  firom  thi 

^f^us «»-   God,  I  fay,  fo  difpofed,  fo  related  toward  us  all,  fo  equall 

concerned  in  regard  to  us  5  fo  impartial  in  his  affe^on,  i 

unconfined  in  his  bounty ;  we  fliould  have  reafon  to  ex 

ped  rather  no  revelation  at  all,  than  one  fo  fcant,  an 
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Sntiied  in  fach  narrow  bounds;  fo  ill  proportioned  to  SBRltf. 
be  g^ory  due  to  himfelf,  to  the  need  and  benefit  of  man-     XV. 
md.    We  eannot  reafonably  ima^ne  that  he  fhould 
a»traft  the  eSc&s  of  his  goodnefs,  or  the  manifeftationa 
of  lus  t^Tj,  to  fo  ilender  a  parcel  of  mankind^  (no  better 
pialified^  no  more  deferving  fuch  fpecial  regard,  than  the  Dent.  ix.  4. 
itft;  as  himfelf,  to  reprefs  their  fond  conceits,  and  pro- 
bably in  way  of  anticipation,  to  intimate  his  defign  of  Man.  5.45. 
brtlittr  extending  that  favour  in  due  feafon  to  others, 
who  might  pretend  thereto  with  as  much  right  and  rea- 
ibn  as  themfelves,  doth  fometime  declare.)     That  he, 
irho  hath  freely  difpenfed  the  influences  of  fun  and  fiars 
10  all  alike,  (hould  caufe  the  light  of  his  heavenly  truth 
to  (hine,  as  it  were,  but  into  one  fmall  clofet  of  his 
^acious  houfe ;  leaving  all  the  reft,  fo  many  ftately 
rmmis   thereof,  encompafled  with  Ihades  of  ignorance 
md  error ;  that  he  iho\ild  pour  down  the  fhowers  of  his 
bkflSngs  fpiritual  (otherwife  than  he  hath  done  thofe  na- 
tural) upon  one  only  fcarce  difcemible  fpot  of  grotmd ; 
letting  all  the  world  befide  (like  a  defert  of  fand)  lie 
(arched  with  drought,  overfpread  with  defolation  and 
bftrrennefs. 

Tliis  revelation  therefore  was  not  in  this  refpeA  fufli- 
dent ;  wanting  in  its  nature  and  deiign  that  due  condi- 
tion of  generality  and  amplitude  K    But 

3.  Farther ;  As  this  revelation  was  particular,  fo  was 
It  alfo  partial;  as  Grod  did  not  by  it  fpeak  his  mind 
to  all,  fo  did  he  not  therein  fpeak  out  all  his  mind. 
Our  ApofUe  to  the  Hebrews  chargeth  it  with  blame- 
ablenefs;  (fi  irpami  ^v  ifitiMm^y  if  the  Jirjl  covenant  Aa£lHeb.vm.7. 
been  blameUfs;)  with  imperfection,  with  weaknefs,  with 
improfitableneis,  {oAhn^i^  iih  yoLp  yhtreq  irpooiyova^s  ^o-Heb.vii.ii. 
A%   ttet  ri  avrig  ia-l^ig*   jui  iLvtofeXis*   oudev  y^p  hiktltocw  Gal.  iii.  qi. 

t  9^s*  There  is  made  an  abolition  of  the  precedent  com-^JIji, 
mandmentfoT  the  weaknefs  and  unprofitablenefs  thereof  :^omM\i.9, 

TmI  M1IMV9  ill 

htfmyif,  Ut  i  X^;^Nv»  2rt  i  ryr§Sf  ^  i  whmL     Ckryf,  tom.  iu  Or,  44. 
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SERM. yor  the  law  made  nothing  perfed ;)  he  means  all  this  in 
^  •     degree^  and  in  comparifon  to  what  was  poffible,  and  in 
fome  refpefts  needftil.     Which  charge  may  be  eafily 
inade  good,  (a  priori,)  confidering  both  the  parts  thereof 
which  dired,  and  thofe  which  excite  to  prance;  toge-* 
ther  with  the  means  and  aids  enabUng  and  facilitating 
obedience  to  the  laws  or  rules  enjoined;  alfo,  (a  pofii' 
riori,)  if  we  regard  the  fruits  and  effefts  thereof.    Sur- 
veying firft,  I  fay,  the  dire^ve  part,  we  may  obferve 
both  a  redundancy  in  things  circumftantial  or  exterior, 
and  a  defe6tivenefs  in   things   fubfiantial  and   interiors 
there  be  ritual  inftitutions  in  vaft  number  very  nicely  dc- 
fcribed  and  (Irongly  prefled ;   the  obfervation  of  times 
and  places^  the  di(lin6tion  of  meats  and  of  habits,  {touch 
Heb.  ix.  9>  not^  tajle  not,  handle  not,)  corporeal  cleanfings  and  pur- 
gations ;  modalities  of  exterior  performance  in  facrifion 
and  oblations,  thofe  hxcuifjiara  (rapxigy  (juftifications  of  tbe 
mere  flefli,   that  only  concerned   the  body  or  outward 
man,  and  could  not  perfeft  the   obferver's   confciencej 
could  neither  fatisfy  or  edify  his  mind  and  inward  man,) 
we  fee  with  extreme  punftuality  prefcribed  and  enjoined, 
fome  of  them  under  very  heavy  penalties,  (of  utter  exter- 
mination and  excifion.)     While  moral  duties  (duties  of 
juftice  and  charity,  yea  of  temperance  and  fobriety  itfelf) 
and  fpiritual  devotions  (fo  exceedingly  more  agreeable  to 
rational  nature,  and  which  could  not  but  be  much  more 
pleafing  to  God)  were  more  fparingly  delivered  in  pre- 
cept, lefs  clearly  explained,  not  fo  fully  urged  with  ra- 
tional inducements,   nor  in  a  due   proportion    guarded 
with  rewards.     Many  things  were  plainly  permitted,  or 
tacitly  connived  at,    (as  polygamy  and  divorce,   fome 
kinds  of  retaliation,  curfing,   revenge ;  fome  degrees  of 
uncharitablenefs,)    which    even    natural   reafon    diflikes, 
or  condemns.      So  faulty  was   that  difpenfation,  as  to 
the  part  thereof  dire6Uve  of  life;  and  it  was  no  lefs  in 
that  part,  which  promotes  and  fecures  good  praftice,  by 
applying  fit  excitements  to  obedience,  and  fit  reftraints 
from  difobedience ;  rightly  managing  thofe  great  inftru- 
ments  and  fprings  of  human  -aflivity,  natural  courage. 
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lope,  and  fear.  Nothing  fo  damps  men's  alacrity  in  en-  SERM. 
leavcmr,  as  defperetion  or  diffidence  of  good  fuccefs ;  no*  ^^■ 
hing  fo  quickens  it,  as  a  confidence  or  ftrong  prefumption 
hereof;  and  how  then  could  they  be  very  eamell  in  en- 
leavours  to  pleafe  God,  who  were  not  ^ured  of  (yea> 
ud  fo  much  reafon  to  diflide  in)  God's  placability  and 
feadinefs,  upon  repentance,  to  foi^^ve  fins  wilfully  and 
prafumptuoufly  committed,  fuch  as  no  man  forely  lives 
■Itogether  free  from !  The  not  opening  a  door  of  mercy 
(eetns  difcouraging  and  apt  to  flacken  performance  of  du- 
ty, what  was  then  the  (hutting  it  up  clofe,  the  bolting  it 
with  that  iron  bar:  Curfed  is  he  tliat  abides  not  in  all Dtut-nrii. 
timgs  tcriHen  in  this  law  to  do  them;  which  at  leafl  will^m^  ,^ 
tidude  afTurance,  will  qua(li  the  hopes  of  mercy ;  will 
cmfequently  enervate  the  linews  of  care  and  indudry  in 
fciving  God.  Neither  were  the  rewards  of  either  kind 
(tbofe  that  fpurred  to  obedience,  thofe  that  (lopped  from 
dHbbedience)  in  meaTure  or  in  kind  fuch  as  the  reafon  of 
things  doth  aflbrd  and  reqiure.  •>  They  were  only  tempo- 
nl,  ind  chiefly  corporeal  or  fenfible ;  fuch  as  belonged  to 
the  outward  flate  of  this  tranfitory  life,  which  neither  can 
deterve  much  regard,  nor  are  apt  to  have  great  efEcacy : 
fbr  who  will  in  efTed,  why  fhould  any  man  in  reafon, 
highly  value  the  accommodations  of  this  (hort  and  uncer- 
tsin  life  ?  who  will,  who  (hould  be,  greatly  terrified  with 
the  inconveniences  thereof?  whom,  probably,  would  fuch 
confideralions  futiiciently  animate  to  encounter  and  fuftain 
the  perils,  the  difliculties,  the  troubles,  and  the  difgraces, 
to  which  often  the  practice  of  virtue  is  expofed  ?  whom 
muld  they  guard  from  the  enchantments  of  pleafurc, 
I«oGt,  and  honour,  alluring  men  to  fin }  the  pleafures  of 
fenfe,  how  improper  an  encouragement,  how  unworthy  a 
Mompenfe  are  they  for  the  labours  and  achievements  of 
rirtue !  incomparably  better  furely,  more  worthy  of  re- 
gud,  and  more  effe^ual  upon  man's  reafon,  more  apt  to 
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SERM.  produce  and  to  promote  real  virtue  and  hearty  piety,  are 
XV.  the  rewards  concerning  the  future  fiate  of  our  immortal 
"""""""""  foul  J  which  yet  it  is  a  quefiion  whether*  that  law  doth 
ever  mendon ;  it  is  plain  it  doth  not  clearly  propound  and 
apply  thenu  Indeed  as  to  evident  difcovery  concerning 
the  immortality  of  man's  foul^  or  the  future  ftate^  fo  ma* 
terial  a  point  of  religion^  of  fo  grand  moment  and  infla- 
ence  upon  pra&ice,  even  the  Gentile  theology^  aififled  hj 
ancient  common  tradition,  feems  to  have  outgone  the 
Jewifh,  grounding  upon  their  revealed  law;  the  Pagan 
priefis  more  exprefsly  taught,  more  frequently  inculcated 
arguments  drawn  from  thence,  than  the  Hebrew  pro- 
phets ;  a  plain  inllance  and  argument  of  the  imperfe&km 
of  this  religion. 

I  fubjoin,  God's  not  thereby  (in  an  ordinary  certain  way, 
according  to  any  pad  or  promife)  affording  or  exhibiting 
fuch  interior  influences  of  grace  upon  the  minds  of  meoi 
as,  coniidering  the  natural  frailty,  blindnefs,  and  impo- 
tency  of  men^  appears  neceflkry  to  render  them  obedient 
to  the  rules  of  duty,  to  guide  them  in  the  ways  of  truth 
and  goodnefs,  to  free  them  from  error  and  fin,  to  (bield 
and  animate  them  againft  temptation ;  is  a  main  defe&  in 
that  religion ;  apt  to  breed  fear  in  the  onfet  upon  duty,  to 
nourifli  doubt  in  the  performance  thereof,  to  fettle  defpadr 
upon  a  fall  or  defeat.     It  prefented  to  men's  eyes  the  ob- 
ligation to  duty,  the  difficulty  thereof,  the  danger  of  tranf- 
greffing  it,  but  did  not  openly  reprefent  the  means  requi- 
(ite  to  perform  it.    And  what  can  be  more  difcouraging 
or  difcomforting,  than  to  fee  onefelf,  upon  great  peril  and 
penalty,  obliged  to  that,  which  is  apparently  very  hard, 
or,  confldering  his  (Irength,  impoffible,  no  help  or  fupport 
being  vifible  ?  efpecially  joining  the  confideration  before 
touched,  that  no  evafion  by  pardon,  no  rife  by  repentance 
doth  appear.     Whence  we  may  well  infer,  that  indeed,  in 
s  Cor.  iii.    effefl,  this  difpenfation  was  what  St.  Paul  calls  it,  ^loxovik 
Q^'lW  iQ,^^vaTOu,  and  hajtovia  xoiTaxfi(re(iog,  a  miniftry  of  death  and 
2  Cot.  iiu  6.  condemnation  ;  a  JubjeSlion  to  a  curfe;  a  killing  letter; 
bearing  nothing  lefs  in  the  looks  and  language  thereof, 
than  certain  death  and  unavoidable  ruin;  a  lying  under 
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faifui^rtable  flavery,  both  to  the  guilt  and  pnnUhment  of  SERM. 
fin.    ffthoiu  io^  ill^^n  lieih  at  the  door.  ^^' 

Neither  in  diicourfing  thus  do  we  lay  any  mifbefeemingGcn.  ifT% 
imputation  upon  God,  the  author  of  that  religion ;  the 
making  fo  imperfe&  a  revelation  nowife  being  dilagree- 
aUe  to  hit  wifdom^  his  goodnefs,  or  his  judice.    As  for  a 
time  he  might  withhold  the  declaration  of  his  mind  to  all 
mfttilcin^^  fo  might  he,  upon  the  fame  or  like  grounds  of 
wife  counfel,  forbear  to  declare  fome  part  thereof  to  that 
people :  no  fpecial  reafoii  appears  that  could  oblige,  that 
might  induce  him  not  to  be  referved,  as  well  in  part  to 
thde  few  men,  as  in  whole  to  thofe,  all  the  reft  of  men ; 
yea,  there  be  good  reafons  affignable,  why  the  divine 
widom  fliould  be  then  fo  fparing  of  its  mind,  why  God 
lliould  only  (hew  his  back  parts,  as  it  were,  to  Mofes^ 
ind  not  let  him  fee  his  face;  not  difcover  all  of  his  nature 
ind  of  his  pleafure  to  him ;  why  then  he  (hould  feem  to 
defight  in,  to  lay  fo  much  ftrefs  on  thofe  carnal  and  cere- 
monious obfervances;  why  he  ihould  forbear  to  exaft 
thst  height  of  f|Mritual  duty,  and  not  draw  men  to  com- 
pliance with  the  beft  motives  of  pure  reafon.    A  dawning 
of  light  perhaps  more  became  that  morning^of  times  than 
i  meridian  brightnefs ;  that  infancy  of  the  world  was  not, 
it  may  be,  ripe  for  a  more  deep  and  perfe&  inftruAion ; 
that  nation,  however,  to  whofe  ftate,  to  whofe  difpofition 
tnd  capacity  thofe  laws  and  inftitutions  were  adapted,  was 
very  unfit  for  the  higheft  and  hardeft  leflbns.    For  a  na- 
tion it  viras  (as  from  infallible  hands  we  have  it)  not  wife, 
or  confiderate ;  not  grave,  or  conAant ;  not  meek,  or  pli- 
able ;  but  a  very  ftupid  and  heady,  a  very  fickle  and  hu- 
morous, a  very  froward  and  ftubbom  generation  of  men  ; 
Thejf  are  a  nation  void  ofcounfely  neither  is  there  any  un- Detttsxxtt. 
ierfianding^  was  faid  of  them  at  firft  by  him  who  delivered  ";  j^  ^^^ 
their  law,  or  rather  by  God  himfelf  who  enjoined  it :  and,  v.  4. 
I  knew  that  thou  art  objlinatey  and  thy  neck  is  an  iVon7i-ifIxlviii.4. 
neWf  and  thy  brow  hrafs ;  I  have  even  from  the  beginning 
declared  it  to  tliee,  faith  the  Prophet  concerning  the  hovfe 
^  Jacob;  alluding,  it  fcems,  to  thofe  many  paflages  in 
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8ERM.  the  Law,  where  they  are  termed  ajl^'mcked  people 
XV.     uncapable  thence  both  of  the  fined  notions  and  the  mon 
0gm^  ^^^i  rigorous  precepts ;  like  children,  by  reafbn  of  the  grofP 
97-  nefs  of  their  apprehenfion,  and  the  unrulinels  of  thdr  ptt 

uzii!  9.     f^on,  they  were  not  olxt ibi  iatpoarpi,  proper  auditors,  of  a 
Deut  ix.  6,  more  pure  and  accurate  difcipline ;  wherefore  as  fucfa  tliB 
PfiU.ixzviii.  divine  wifdom  and  goodnefs  was  plealed  to  deal  with 
S6, 57.      them ;  difpenfing  with  the  infirmities  of  their  age»  conb^ 
fcending  to  the  meannefs  of  their  capacities,  feeding  thfem 
with  milk,  alluring  them  with  petty  fhews,  fearing  them 
with  frightful  appearances,  indulging  them  innocent  tii- 
fles,  paftimes,  and  fports ;  fo  tempering  his  ordinances  u 
might  beft  ferve  to  keep  them  in  good  humour;  to  divr 
and  entice  them  eafily  unto  fomewhat  good,  to  curb  and 
reftrain  them  from  mifchief.    Whence  St.  Paul  calls  thoft 
Gai.iT.9,3.inftitutions  with  good  reafon  elements;  {poor  and  mean  eli* 
meniSj  and  elements  of  the  world;  rudiments  qfknowledgi 
and  difcipline^  fuited  to  the  capacity  of  the  firft  age,  and 
the  meanefi  rank;  fuch  as  vulgar  and  filly  people  were  fit 
to  learn,  and  able  to  prat^ife ;)  with  good  reafon  he  calli 
Gal.  iii.  24.  the  Law  a  pedagogue,  that  by  infiilling  into  thofe  y^noiy 
iv.  9.  (thofc  infants,  or  little  children,  fo  alfo  he  terms  them,) 

feme  imperfe6l  notions  of  truth ;  by  keeping  them  in 
fome  good  order,  did  prepare  them  for  a  higher  inftruc- 
tion,  did  predifpofe  them  toward  a  better  courfe  of  liile. 
Indeed,  wc  may  eafily  conceive  that  fuch  variety  of  fuper- 
ficial  formalities  might  well  agree  to  childifii  and  plcbeisn 
fancies;  but  to  men  of  fomewhat  elevated  minds,  and 
well  improved  reafon ;  of  found  judgment,  and  large  ex- 
perience ;  who  had  tafted,  and  could  relilh  rational  enter- 
tainments, (and  fuch  in  fomc  meafure  and  comparatively 
are  men  generally  bom  and  brought  up  in  countries  and 
places  where  civility  hath  obtained;  at  lead  they  are 
capable  of  being  fo,  fit  means  being  ufed  to  render  them 
fo,)  they  mud  needs  be  infipid  and  difgufiful.  In  the 
(ludy  of  truth  and  pradice  of  virtue,  there  are  alluring 
beauties  and  fweetneifes;  which  it  cannot  but  difpleafe 
him,  who  hath  fecn  and  felt  them,  to  be  diverted  from. 
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in  ohligadon  to  attend  fo  precifely  upon  fuch  an  SERM. 
mdance  of  petty,  circumftantial,  exterior  obfervanoeg ;     3^^- 
be  forced,  I  iiiy,  to  chew  fuch  hulks  of  thinge>  to  him,        """' 

0  thereby  muft  negleA  fo  delicious  kernels,  cannot  but 
^vous  and  irkfome.  Wiler  men  are  never  miwh 
lAed  with  laborious  and  tedious  pomps }  they  are  de- 
led always  to  amufe  children,  and  the  common  fort, 
dd,  that  this  t^fpeniauon  was  fuited  not  only  to  the 
Idifh  fiuicy,  but  to  the  Havilh  fpirit  of  thiU  people; 
0,  having  in  thetn  little  of  ingenuity,  or  willingnefs 
tly  to  do  good,  would  be  apt  to  wax  not  only  dronilh 

1  lasy,  but  flurdy  and  iofolent,  had  they  not  been  kept 
ler  and  inured  to  (bmething  of  burden  and  toil.  Such 
wife  men  know  to  be  the  proper  courfe  of  managing 
iple  of  Ilavifli  temper;  but  toward  men  of  a  difpofition 
re  ingenuous,  tuidable,  and  free,  fuch  as  commotily 
n  civilized  and  well  governed  are  or  may  become,  fuch 
Hoeeeclii^  were  incongruous ;  they  will  either  refiife 
mideTgo  fuch  unnecefTaiy  burdens,  or  bear  them  nn- 
iiiigly ;  their  obedience  will  be  none,  or  lame,  or  un- 
itDy  and  heartlefs.  God  therefore  dealt  according  to 
Jdom  with  the  Jews,  when  he  impofed  fuch  burdens 
OQ  their  flioulders,  when  he  pinched  their  Aiff  necks 
tb  liich  yokes,  when  he  detained  them  in  fuch  fetters  ; 

they  were,  and  fo  they  arc  truly  called  by  our  Apo-  aAht.io, 
«;  burdens  intolerably  heavy ;  yokes  very  galling  and  J^  ^  ,_ 
Btious ;  fetters  very  ftrut  and  grievous ;  which  they  GiL  lU.  la. 
ilbnably  therefore  reckon  it  a  very  valuable  privilege 
d  benefit,  purchaJed  by  our  Saviour  for  us,  to  be  loofed 
n.    But  fuch  a  <Ufpenfation  could  not  be  convenient 
rthe  rational  nature  in  common,  and  for  perpetuity :  it 
Bber  becomes  God  himielf,  who  will  not  without  need 
profit  vex  his  creatures ;  who  cannot  be  fully  lattsfied 
ilh  performances  of  fa  mean  a  fort ;   who  neceflarily 
Xh  afie&  (ovices  of  a  more  excellent  nature  and  im- 
Maoce  i  (thofe  fpiritual  fervices  of  love,  reverence,  and 
;ititiide;  of  purity,  righteoufnefs,  and  goodnels.)  Itdoth 
Btfidtnian,  not  being  apt  to  perfcA  his  nature,  not  be- 
Bg  ihle  to  latisfy  his  mind.    As  he,  by  tbe  improvtsueitt 
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SERM.  and  ufe  of  his  reafon^  will  eafily  difcern  the  finall  worth 
^^'     of  fuch  performances,  fo  will  he  not  readily  comply  with 
them  without  regret;  but  will  foon  apprehend  the  matter 
CoioflT.  ii.    to  be  indeed,  as  St.  Paul  rcprcfents  it,  that  an  obliggtion 
^^'  to  fuch  rites  is  a  bond  again/i  vsy  {i^etXai^^  rh  xod'  V^ 

X^P^^P^^  'Toi;  ^iyfiaciVf  S  ijy  tnrtvarrlov  ^f^iv,}  which  in  rea- 
fon  he  may  expert  to  be  wiped  out  and  cancelled;  that  a 
law  confiding  of  fuch  precepts  hath  an  enmity j  or  repug- 
Gal.  ill.  24.  nance  to  his  nature  5  that  fuch  a  difpenfation  is  a  papi/- 
&C.  '  '  '  foff^j  and  a  Jlavenjj  which  he  eameftly  mufl  defire  to  be 
redeemed  and  mancipated  from. 

Thus  doth  this  revelation  upon  many  refpefls,  grounded 
on  the  very  intrinfic  nature  thereof,  appear  partial  ind 
imperfeA ;  and  confequently  not  fuch  as  that  which  we 
reafonably  may  expeA  from  the  divine  wifdom  and  good- 
ncfs.         '^ 

It  is  true,  which  fome  may  deem  an  objeftion  agvnft 
our  difcourfe,  but  I  (hould  rather  take  for  a  good  con- 
firmation thereof,  that  God  did  aftenvard  annex  fome  la- 
bels, as  it  were,  to  this  deed ;  that  he  imparted  by  de- 
grees farther  manifedations  of  light  and  grace  to  that  peo- 
ple, by  the  inftru£lions,  and  by  the  exemplary  pra£Hoes 
Ifa.  Ixvi.  3.  of  prophets  and  holy  men  raifed  up  among  them  by  his 
13^  &c.^'    efpecial  inftinft  and  order;  in  a  manner  and  upon  occa? 
Micvi.  7.  fions  extraordinary.    The  Prophets  frequently  declared, 
Pfal.  1. 8,  i,  that  God  had  not  much  delight  in  thofc  ceremonious  obr 
&C.  >»•  |fi-  fervances ;  nor  would  accept  them  otherwife  than  as  pror 
17.  ceeding  from  good  difpofitions  of  mind,  and  as  accompa- 

^,^*'  lyii'if  g.  nied  with  praftices  of  moral  duty  and  more  fpiritual  piety: 
Mic.  vi.  8.  that  he  chiefly  did  require  of  them  hearty  reverence  to- 
Kfil.  cxxx.  ward  himfelf,  and  fubmiflSon  to  his  will ;  drift  juilice, 
^»  *:  and  tender  charity  towartl  their  neighbours  ;    meeknefs 

ir.  7.  and  patience  in  their  behaviour;  temperance  and  fobriety 
Ezek.xyiii.jyj  ^jj   ^j^^jj,  converfation.     By  them  alfo  he  difcovered 

J  2.  more  of  his  gracious  difpofition,  and  of  his  merciful  in- 

tentions toward  them ;  that  he  would  not  be  extremely 
rigorous  in  punifhing  the  tranfgrefifions  of  his  law ;  that 
he  would  not  refufe  pardon  to  the  moft  grievous  fins,  not 
remain  irreconcileablc  toward  the  mod  heinous  ofTenderSj 
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upon  (hrir  fincere  repentance  and  amendment  of  life.    By  SERM. 
the  pradices  of  holy  men  he  alfo  (hewed,  that  the  rigour     ^^' 
of  that  ceremonious  law  was  mitigablc;    that  in  fome 
cafes  its  obligation  might  be  relaxed,  and  its  obrervanceMttt.ziJ.a. 
Afpenfed  with;  that  a  fervice  more  refined  and  rational 
was  efpecially  acceptable  to  God;  that  he  loveda  purerPr-li.6,i7. 
devotion,  a  perfeder  righteoufnefs,  a  higher  charity  than 
fnch  as  the  letter  of  their  law  prefcribed.     By  them  alfo 
he  intimated,  which  their  devotions  plainly  infer,  that  he 
not  only  exaded  fuch  duties,  but  was  ready  to  aflbrd 
them  his  aififtance  to  the  performing  them ;  by  teaching 
and  admoni(hing  them  within ;  eulightening  their  minds, 
and  inflaming  their  afleAions;   dire£ting,  exciting,  and 
quickening  them  to  obedience.    Thus  did  that  morning 
of  divine  knowledge,  firom  the  firft  dawning,  by  degrees 
grow  more  lightfome ;  yet  never  arrived  to  a  perfc£l  day- 
^t ;  the  (hadows  were  not  quite  difperfed ;  the  whole 
horison  of  heavenly  truth  was  not  difclofed  thereby.  Even 
thofe  arbitrary  and  extraordinary  difpenfations  of  farther 
inAmdion  are  fo  many  good  arguments,  that  God  did 
not  primarily  intend  the  Jcwi(h  law  for  a  complete  deli- 
very of  his  mind ;  his  refemng  fo  much  to  be  upon  oc- 
cafion  deteded,  implied  that  more  ftill  might  reft  behind ; 
aocordinglyj  as  indeed  we  fee,  that  the  futtire  (late,  and 
iiiinortality  itfelf,  was  not  by  the  Prophets  fully  brought 
to  light;  that  the  better  covenant,  eftabliihed  upon  better  Heb.Tiii.6. 
affiiranoes,  was  not  yet  revealed;  that  all  means  requifitc^^^.  '^^*^^' 
for  the  glory  of  God,  for  the  good  of  man,  were  not  tho- 
roughly provided  for. 

Of  which  conclufion  we  fhall  add  this  one  farther  pro- 
hatson^  that  Judaifm  did  not  ferve,  in  efled,  fufficiently  to 
better  men's  lives;  to  qualify  a  competent  number  of  men 
for  God's  favour,  or  for  their  own  happinefs ;  by  difpofing 
their  minds  to  any  tolerable  degree  of  true  fandity,  pie- 
ty,  and  righteoufnefs  acceptable  to  God,  profitable  to  hu- 
man fociety,  peifedive  of  man's  nature.  It  is  a  point 
that  6t.  Paul  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Romans  infifleth  much 
ipon,  and  excellently  applies  to  this  fame  purpofe.  The 
lews  were  highly  conceited  of  their  way^  fcoming  tb9 

z  % 
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SERM.  reft  of  men  as  altogether  ignorant  of  God*g  will,  and  ua- 
XV.     capable  of  his  favour  3  but  St.  Paul  reprefles  thdr  ano* 
"*"*■"""  gance,  by  fliewing  the  diflerence  was  not  fo  great,  as  they 
imagined^  between  them  and  others,  not  even  in  tho(b  re- 
Rom,  ii.     Ipe£ts  3  for  that  the  fpecial  revelation^  which  they  were 
fo  proud  of,  had  not  produced  efie£ls  confiderably  better 
in  them,  than  the  light  of  reafon  and  the  law  of  nature 
(means  fo  defpicable  in  their  efteem)  had  brought  finrth 
in  others ;  which  charge  being  made  good,  it  is  evident 
they  had  no  reafon  to  prize  their  way  fo  much ;  or  to 
confide  therein,  as  perfect;  as  thoroughly,  in  the  beft    i 
manner,  and  in  reafonable  meafure  fufficient  to  qualify    J 
them  for  God's  favour,  or  to  bring  them  into  a  ftate  of    ^ 
happinefs ;  yea,  it  is  pLun,  upon  that  fuppofition,  in  fome 
refpeds  their  way  had  the  diiadvantage,  and  made  thdr 
condition  worfe  than  that  of  other  men ;  rendering  thdr 
faults  more  grievous  and  inexcuiable,  more  provoking    ] 
God's  difpleafure  againft  them ;  efpecially  feeing,  upon 
the  tenor  of  their  religion,  they  had  fcarce  any  better 
ground  to  prefume  of  pardon  or  impunity,  than  other  men 
had  from  inftinfts  of  nature,  from  rational  conje&ure. 
Now  that  fuch  a  charge  upon  them  is  no  (lander,  we 
need  no  other  probations  than  what  the.  continual  fiream 
of  their  own  hiftories  doth   reprefent  concerning  their 
manners;  than  the  many  full  and  plain  teftimonies  6i 
their  own  Prophets  concerning  them ;  than  the  extreme 
punifhments  by  divine  juftice  inflided  upon  them ;  than 
the  common  reputation  they  hav»  continually  had  among 
men,  grounded  upon  experience.    What  is  their  hifiory 
but  one  continued  tragedy,  as  it  were,  fetting  out  the  va- 
rious ftrange  rebellions  and  apoftafies  of  that  people,  with 
the  miferable  confequences  proceeding  from  them  ?  What 
do  their  prophetical  writings  contain  befide  pathetical  ex- 
poftulations,  fevere  reproofs,  dreadful  comminations  of 
judgment  upon  them,  for  their  prodigious  impieties,  ini- 
quities, and  lewdnefles;  general  in  extenfion  over  all  per* 
fons,  excelfive  in  degree,  by  no  means  curable  or  corri- 
Jer.  Y.  1.    gible  ?   Run  ye  to  and  fro  through  thejireets  ofJerufalem, 
(Jeruialem,  that  place  of  univerlal  concourfe,  the  heart  of 
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tbat  nationy  the  fpecial  feat  and  fanduary  of  their  reli-  SERM. 

tS^f)  J^  ^f^^  o^  knowj  and  feek  in  the  broad  places     ^^» 

iheretf,  if  ye  can  Jtnd  a  many  if  there  be  any  that  exe^  — — 

cuteth  Judgment,  that  feeketh  the  truths  and  I  will  pardon 

it^  £blj%  Jeremiah,  v,  i.    There  is  a  con/piracy  of  Iter  pro-  E'^i^-  »ii. 

pkets  in  the  mid/l  thereof,  (of  Jerufalem,)  like  a  roaring 

Bon  ravening  the  prey;  her  priefls  have  violated  my  law, 

and  have  profaned  my  holy  things ;  her  princes  are  like 

wolves;  the  people  of  the  land  have  ufed  opprejffion  and 

exereifed  robbery:  and  I  fought  for  a  man  among  them, 

ihatjuould  make  up  the  hedge,  and  ftand  in  the  gap  before 

mefot  the  land,  that  IJhould  not  deftroy  it;  but  I  found 

flone,  (aith  Esekiel:  and  the  reft  frequently  harp  upon 

die  fiune  thing.    But  thefe  prophets,  you  will  fay,  lived 

m  unhappy  times ;  fo  circumftantiated,  that  no  religion 

cpidd  have  much  prevailed  upon  men's  minds  and  lives ; 

fuch  as  make  every  religion  liable  to  the  fame  exceptions: 

wcDj  but  Ilaiahy  one  would  think,  lived  in  better  times ; 

fbr  -how  many  better  kings  had  that  nation,  that  more 

firifiUy  pradifed  or  eameftly  promoted  piety,  than  Heze- 

kiah?  yet,  Afnful  nation,  a  people  laden  with  iniquities,lUl 4,$,6* 

^Jeed  of  evil  doers,  were  they,  it  feems,  even  then;  the 

lend  was  defiled  under  the  inhabitants  thereof;  the  whole 

head  was  fck,  and  the  whole  heart  faint ;  from  the  fole  of 

the  foot  even  to  the  head  there  was  no  fou7idnefs  in  the  body 

of  thai  nation.    Yea,  when  did  that  reli^on  flouriih  in 

greater  vigour  and  ftrength,  when  had  it  more  advantage 

ef  exerting  its  beft  virtue,  than  in  the  peaceful  and  pro- 

l|ieioua  times  of  that  great  and  mighty,  that  good  and 

seaknifly  pious  prince,  king  David  ?  yet,  even  in  his  reign, 

aeopT^ng  to  his  own  obfervation  and  teftimony,  they  were,  Pf.  ziv.  53. 

generally,  corrupt,  and  did  abominable  works;  they  all 

were  gone  afde,  and  were  altogether  become  filthy  ;  there 

foas  none  that  did  good,  no  not  one.    But  we  need  not 

mge  particular  infianoes,  fince  we  have  it  fo  often  affirmed 

m  geofs,  that  the  manners  of  that  people,  from  firft  to 

laft,  were  conftantly  naught  and  ofifenfive  to  God:  TAeJcr. xuU. 

ehUdren  of  Ifrael,  and  the  children  of  Judah,  faith  God  ^''' 

hiBiielf  in  Jeremiah,  have  only  done  evil  before  me  from 

«3 
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SERM.  their  youth.    And  again ;  Sitice  the  day  that  yowr  fathert 
^^'     came  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  unto  this  day,  Ihavi 
Jer.  vii.  25.  eveu  fetit  you  all  my  fervants  the  prophets,  daily  rifing  up 
iVV?^*      ^^^y  ^^  fading  them;  yet  they  hearkened  not  unto  me. 
The  law,  although  by  extraordinary  perfons,  in  fitted  op- 
portunities, with  utmoft  vehemence  and  diligence  incml* 
cated  and  urged  upon  them,  proved  continually  inefle£httl 
to  produce  the  fruits  of  piety  and  rigfateoi:dhef8.    The 
Ezra  ix.  7.  fame  you  may  fee  confefled  by  Ezra ;  and  not  only  ac- 
Kcb.  ix.     knowkdged,  but  evidently  demonftrated  by  Nehemiah, 
in  0,  pufi&ual  narration,  deduced  irom  the  beginning  to 
his  time,  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  that  Book.     Again; 
The  heavy  calamities  by  divine  juftice  fo  often  infii&edy 
fo  long  continued  upon  them ;  and,  at  laft,  God's  fo  vifi- 
ble  utter  defeli^ion  and  difowning  them,  do  alfo  fuffi- 
ciently  declare  what  their  deferts,  and  what  their  qualitici 
iiave  been  ^  as  alfo  what  good  may  ever  be  expected  from 
them.     For  as  God  never  punifhes  grievoufly  without  a 
proportionate  caufe,  fo  he  never  quite  deferts,  but  in  a 
defperate  cafe,  when  no  competent  emendation  may  be 
expeftcd.     He  is  not  wont  to  lop  off  the  branches,  but 
when  they  grow  dead  and  barren }  he  never  cuts  down 
the  tree,  while  there  is  any  hope  of  fruit.     This  provi- 
dence therefore  toward  that  people  fhews,  that  in  God's 
efteem  that  law  is  to  be  laid  afide,  as  an  inftrument  grown 
iifelefs,  and  unfit  for  his  purpofes ;  unfit  to  fcrve  his  glory, 
to  further  men's  good. 

I  add ;  that  through  all  courfe  of  times  their  manners 
have  not  procured  in  a  nianner  from  any  men  any  good- 
will or  refpeft;  but  indeed  the  common  diflike,  contempt, 
and  hatred  of  men :  they  have  always  (fince  well  known 
and  obferved  in  the  world)  been  reputed  a  fort  of  people 
not  only  above  all  men  vain  and  fuperftitious,  addi^ed  ta 
fond  conceits  and  fabulous  (lories,  but  extremely  proud 
and  arrogant,  churlifti  and  four,  ill-natured  and  falfe- 
liearted  toward  all  men;  not  good  or  kind,  yea  not  fo 
nmch  as  juft  or  true,  toward  any  but  themfelves ; 
(Non  raonfbrare  vias  eadem  nifi  facra  colenti ; 
Qua^fitum  ad  fontem  folos  deducerc  verpos ;    Juv,  Sat.  xiv. 
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Hpud  ififos  fiies  obftinata,  mifericordia  in  promptUjfed  ad-  SERM. 

verfys  omnes  alios  hoftile  odium.)  ^^' 

Such  arc  the  obvious  chara&ers  of  them,  fuch  were  their  Tac.  v.  p. 
humours  noted  to  be ;  humours  not  only  implaufible,  but  ^^^  Vui. 
reaUy  blameable,  defen'edly  ofifenfive  and  odious;  being jureB. 
contrary  to  the  common  fenfe,  to  the  natural  ingenuity  ***^-"-"*^' 
of  man.    They  have  been  long,  as  we  fee  them  now  to 
bcy  partly  for  the  vanity  of  their  conceiis,  partly  for  the 
faafenefs  of  their  minds  and  manners,  and  partly  alfo  for 
the  wretchednefs  of  their  condition,  the  fcom  and  oblo- 
^y  of  all  nations. 

Now  the  tree,  wliich  hath  always  bore  fuch  fruits,  (fo 
unlavoury)  fo  unwholefome,)  we  have  no  reafon  to  ad- 
mirej  to  efteem  excellent  and  perfedt.  It  might  be  good 
br  thofe  times,  when  men  willingly  did  feed  on  acorns, 
on  crabs,  on  bramble-berries ;  but  cannot  fo  well  fer\'e 
oow,  when  higher  improvements  of  reafon,  when  philo- 
ibphy  and  learning,  by  a  general  influence  upon  the 
woildy  have  prepared  the  palates  of  men  to  relifli,  their 
ftomachs  to  digeft,  more  delicious  and  more  wholcfome 
lEue.    But, 

3.  I  proceed  to  (Iiew  the  third  defeat,  which  I  at  firft 
obfinred  in  this  religion,  that  it  was  not  defigned  for  per- 
petual obligation  and  ufe.     (As  it  was  particular  in  rc- 
fytBi  of  the  perfons  to  whom  it  was  direded,  whom  it 
obliged;  as  it  was  partial  and  incomplete  in  its  frame,  fo 
it  was,  according  to  its  deiign,  temporary  and  mutable.) 
lliis  conclufion  we  might  infer  from  what  hath  been  faid 
concerning  the  narrow  extent,  and  concerning  the  intrin- 
fic  imperfeAion  thereof;  for  fuppofing  a  new  general  and 
perfed  revelation  made  to  mankind,  (fuch  as  we  aflerted 
probably  fhould  be,)  that  would  naturally  fwallow  and 
void  thofe  which  are  particular  and  iniperfeft ;  as  com- 
prehending them,  it  would  render  them  ufelcfs ;  as  fup- 
plying  the  defeats,  correding  the  defaults,  or  removii^g, 
paring  away  the  fuperfluities  of  them,  it  would  difcover 
them  unfit  for  continuance.     As  rivers  run  into  the  fea,  as 
(hadows  flee  before  the  fun,  fo  thefe  fmall  and  (hallow, 
ihefe  duiky  and  faint  revelations  would  difcharge  them- 

Z4 
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SERM.  felves  into,  would  vanifh  before  a  complettt  and  umverfil 
^^'     one.    Nothing  in  nature  or  in  providence  that  is  (canty  or 
defeAuous,  can  be  fiable  and  htfting.    Thus,  I  lay,  is  tlui 
a  conclufion,  a  coniequence  of  thofe  which  preceded;  but 
we  have  another  more  convincing  fort  of  evidence  to 
prove  it  by,  (mod  valid  ad  homines^)  even  by  many  preg* 
nant  intimaUons ;   yea  many  exprefs  remonftnuicea  and 
preciUdionSy  that  God  did  intend  in  due  time  to  introdnoe 
a  great  change  in  aflairs  of  this  kind ;  to  refine  and  le* 
Mal.iu.i.a.form  the  ftate  pf  things ;  to  break  open  thofe  indofureiy 
^  '  ''*  ^^  and  to  remove  thofe  bars  of  feparation ;  to  enlarge  the 
bounds  of  his  dominion,  and  to  receive  all  natioos  into 
the  fold  of  his  moft  fpecial  care  and  love.    In  fine,  that 
he  would  difpenfe  a  general  full  reveladon  of  his  nund 
and  will,  of  his  grace  and  favour  to  mankind ;  fuch  as 
(hould  not  be  confident  with  that  particular  and  partiil 
law,  fuch  as  implies  a  difannulling  thereof  for  obligatk>% 
and  diiabling  it  for  ufe.    The  holy  writings  of  that  peo- 
Dvut.  xviii.  pie  acquaint  us,  that  God  intended  to  raife  up  anotlmr 
Aas'ni  23  Prophet  (for  extraordinarinefs  and  eminency)  like  to  Mo^ 
fesy  which  Jliouli  htive  words  by  God  put  into  his  mouth; 
(new  words  furcly,  new  revelations  from  God ;  for  why 
{hould  he  with  that  folemiiity  be  fent  to  utter  dale  mat- 
ters?) whom  they  fhould,  upon  peril  of  their  lives  and 
welfare,  be  particularly  obliged  to  hearken  (that  is,  tt> 
jer.  xxxi.   yield  attention  and  obedience)  unto.  That  the  daysJkouU 
come,  when  the  Lord  would  make  a  new  covenant  with  the 
hovfe  of  Ifrael,  difTerent  from  that  which  he  made  with 
their  fathers  after  their  delivery  from  Egypt ;  not  to  be 
written  upon  (lones,  but  imprefled  upon  men's  hearts ;  in 
regard  to  which  paflage  we  may  with  tile  Apofile  to  the 
ifci).  >iii.    Hebrews  well  argue;  If  the  fr/i  had  been  fauUlefSf  bsA 
^'  ^^'        deiigned  to  abide  in  force,  there  would  have  been  no  place 
found  for  the  fecond;  and,  that  by  fpeaking  of  a  new 
covenant,  he^antiquated,  or  declared  his  intention  to  anti- 
quate,  the  old  one. 
Jci.  iiu  16.    .  That  time  Jhould  he,  when  they  Jhould  fay  no  more^  The 
ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  ;  neither  Jhould  it  come  to 
mind,  neither  Jhould  they  remember  it,  neither  Jhould  they 
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•jtt  ii;  they  aie  the  words  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah^  SERll; 
iiaeenu^g  better  times  to  come;   wherein  God  Jhould     XV. 
pm  them  pqfiors  according  to  his  own  hearty  which  Jhould'J~^^^^ 
fiti  them  with  knowledge  and  under/landing;  but  in  a 
wwfg  it  is  evident,  altogether  dififerent  from  the  Jewifh  in* 
litation;  without  any  regard  to  the  ark  of  their  cove- 
that  feat  and  emblem  of  God's  efpecial  prefence 
them. 

That  another  priefthood  (hould  infiedlibly  (for  God  fwore  Pfal.  cz.  4. 
fi)  much)  be  eftaUifhed,  not  after  the  order  ofAaron^  but 
^fter  ike  order  of  Melchizedek ;  (not  appointed  to  ofier 
anal  lacrifices,  but  to  impart  fpiritual  benedidions.) 

That  time  fhould  be,  when  God  would  gather  all  nations  ifa.Uyi.it, 
md  tonguesy  and  they  Jhonid  come  and  fee  his  glory;  and^^' 
out  ci  them  God  would  take  (that  which  the  Mofaical 
oonftitution  would  not  anywife  permit)  for  priefts,  and 
fir  Leviies. 

That  there  ihould  appear  a  Zon;  a  mountun  feated  Pf.  cxzzu.  - 
tbove  all  mountains,  (vifible  and  confpicuous  to  all  theJIc^i^.j 
woild,)  wherein  God  would  place  his  perpetual  refidence,  a*  7»  &«• 
the  feat  of  his  woiihip,  of  his  efpecial  prefence  and  in-  ui.  16.' 
flnenoe^  to  which  all  nations  fhould  flow^  or  willingly  re- 
fiirty  to  learn  God's  will,  and  walk  in  his  ways ;  which 
Ziod  could  not  be  that  literal  one,  long  fince  defolated 
iod  £fregarded ;  and  which,  however,  did  it  ftand  in  re- 
pute^ could  be  no  convenient  receptacle,  or  refort,  for  all 
the  world ;  it  is  furdy  another  fpiritual  Zion,  or  myftical 
rock,  which  is  proph^ed  of. 

That  God  wUl  create  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth;  (aUa.  Izt.  17. 
dionm^ly  new  world,  or  new  ftate  of  things ;)  fuch  at  '^*'  ^^' 
thai  ike  former  fhould  not  be  remembered^  nor  come  into 
mendm 

That  God  would  pour  his  Jpirit  of  prophecy  upon  a//joeiii.38. 
^e/h;  (although  we  fee  the  prophetical  fpirit  hath  long 
deferted  the  Jewifli  nation,  not  fo  much  as  any  pretence 
thereto  remaining.)     That  the  earth  Jhould  be  ^filled  with  Hab.  n.  14. 
ike  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord^  as  the  waters  cover 
ike  fea ;  (Juddfin  furely  is  not  this  knowledge,  which 

\j  nor  is  ever  Ukely  to  fill  the  earth.)    That /rom  Mai.  i.  11. 
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SERAT.  the  rijing  of  the  fun^  to  the  going  down  ikemoff  Oet% 

X^*     name^ould  be  great  am&ng  the  Gentiles;  and  m  eetif 

place  incenje  Jkould  be  offered  unto  his  name^  smd  a  pHiit 

offering.    (In  eveiy  place  incenfe^  acceptable  to  Go4> 

flK)uld  be  offered;  not  only  at  Jerulalein^  to  wludi  iMs 

Dan.  is.s4.  Jewifh  fervice  was  con6ned.)  That  a  time  was  deiermkUt . 

to  jinijh  tran/gr^wij  and  make  an  end  of  fins;  to  mUt 

a  reconciliation  for  iniquity^  and  to  introduce  everi^illf 

righleoufne/ii  to  feal  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy  ;  end  fe 

anoint  tlie  mq/l  Holy.  -* 

Hng.  ii.  7.      That  God  would  fend  him^  fo  much  needed  and  de/het 

^  '"'*  by  all  nations,  to  whom  the  gathering  of  the  people  jimdi 

Mai.  i.  a.    be;  the  Sun  of  righteompiefs,  orifing  with  Jkhaiion  im  kii 

ift.  lix.  30.  ^'i^gf  ;  ^ke  Redeemer  that  flwuld  come  to  Zion  ;  the  il^ 

x\\x.  s.     fenger  of  the  covenant ,  wlu>m  God  would  giuefor  a  cmn 

nant  of  the  people,  to  eftablijh  the  earth,  to  caxtfi  to  mMI 


Jer.  »iii.    the  defolate  heritage;  the  righteous  Branch,  to  be  rmj 
*'^         unto  David;  to  reign  and  pro/per,  executing  judgment  end 
jufiice  in  the  earth;  whofe  namejhould  be  called.  The  Lord 
Ifa.  1x1.1.  our  Righteoufnefs ;  whom  God  would  anoint  to  pree^ 
good  tidings  to  the  meek,  and  bind  up  the  brokenhearted^ 
&fc.  that  is,  in  fine,  God  in  due  time  would  fend  the 
Meflias,  to  enlighten  the  world  with  a  perfe6t  inftrudioo; 
to  reveal  God's  will^  and  declare  his  mercy  to  mankind; 
to  ereA  a  univerfal  fpiritual  kingdom  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  men,  reducing  them  to  fuller  knowledge  and  to 
better  obedience  of  God.    Thefe  places  of  Scripture,  to 
which  many  others  might  be  added,  do  fufficiently  evince^ 
that  the  Mofaical  difpenfation  was  in  the  defign  thereof 
mutable  and  tranfitory;   that  God  intended,  what  the 
f  leb.  ?ii.     Apoftle  affirms  eflfeded  by  our  Saviour,  an  abrogation  of 
^*'  the  precedent  command,  for  its  weaknefs  and  unprofita- 

blcncfs.  Thus  doth  God's  defign  concerning  the  aboU* 
tion  of  this  religion  appear  by  verbal  teftimonies;  the 
fame  we  fee  alfo  declared  by  real  effedts :  his  providence 
hath  made  good  his  word;  he  hath  not  only  difobliged 
men  from  that  religion,  but  hath  manifefily  difcounte* 
nanced  it ;  yea,  hath  difablcd  even  the  mod  obftinate  ad* 
herents  in  opinion  and  will  thereto  from  the  pra&ice  and 
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f9Berciie  thereof,  according  to  its  primitive  rules  and  pre-  SERMi 
fcdptions.  Long  is  it  (for  above  fifteen  hundred  years)  ^^* 
toot  they,  exiled  from  their  ancient  country,  and  fcattered 
over  the  world,  have  wanted  a  place  whither  to  refort, 
iriierein  to  perform  thofe  moft  weighty  parts  of  worfhip 
and  fervice  to  God,  oblation  of  facrifices,  incenfe  and 
tithes;  their  tribes  being  confounded,  the  diflin&ion  of 
piiefihood  and  people  feems  taken  away ;  all  the  myfte- 
licms  emblems  of  God's  fpecial  prefence,  all  the  tokens  of 
God's  favour  and  endearment  to  them  are  embezzled  and 
qute  loft;  nothing  is  left  fubftantial  or  folcmn  in  their 
idif^n,  which  if  they  would  they  could  put  in  pradice : 
all  that  they  retain  of  their  ancient  inftitution  is  the  ob- 
faration  of  fome  petty  formalities,  in  matters  of  lefs  im* 
portance;  which  alfo  they  have  fo  blended  and  corrupted 
with  impure  mixtures  of  their  own  device  and  forgery, 
Ule  and  impious  opinions,  ridiculous  and  uncouth  cere- 
BKMues,  idle  and  abfurd  (lories,  that  we  may  juftly  fupppfe 
genuine  Judaifm  nowhere  to  be  found ;  that  it  cannot  be, 
•or  is  indeed  any  where,  praflifed. 

So  that  what  reafon  (hewed  fit  to  be,  what  God  had 
declared  ihould  be,  that  experience  doth  attcft  to  be  done  ^ 
the  ceflation  and  abolition  of  that  way  of  religion,  both 
U  to  obligation  and  ufe. 

So  I  pofs  over  this  fecond  ftep  of  my  intended  dif- 
courfe:  that  no  other  religion,  excepting  Chriftianity, 
which  hath  been,  or  is  in  being,  can  reafonably  pretend 
to  have  proceeded  from  God,  as  a  utiiverfal,  complete, 
tnd  final  declaration  of  his  mind  and  will  to  mankind. 
Such  as  we  argued  it  probable  that  fo  wife  a  God,  fo  juft 
a  Lord,  fo  gracious  a  Fatlier  would  fomctime  afford  to 
his  poor  miferable  creatures  and  children,  the  fons  of 
Adam. 

I  have  two  great  fteps  yet  to  take :  one,  that  Chrif- 
tianity  is  in  itfelf  a  do£trine  and  law  endued  with  the  fore- 
mentioned  conditions;  in  all  refpe£ts  worthy  to  come 
from  God,  apt  to  promote  his  glory,  and  procure  man's 
benefit.    Another,  that  it  defa6io  did  proceed  from  God, 
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SEUM.  was  altefletl  to  by  him,  and  eftabliftied  by  his  authority. ' 
XV,      W'hicli  propofilidm  I  Ihall  hereafter,  by  God's  grace,  en-] 
doavour  to  prove. 
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SERMON   XVL 


OF  THE  EXCELLENCY  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 

RELIGION. 


I  Cor.  iL  6. 
IFe  Jf^eak  wifdom  to  thofe  which  are  perfed. 

JLHE  meaning  of  thefe  words^  upon  viewing  the  con-  SERM. 
text,  and  weighing  the  fcope  of  St.  Paul's  difcourfe^  I    XVI^ 
take  to  be  in  effeS  thia  5  that  however  fuch  parts  of  the  •""""•"— 
Chriftian  do&rine,  which  St.  Paul  difcovered  unto  thofe 
whom  he  began  to  inftruft  therein,  the  milk  which  he  1  Cor.  fiu 
gave  the  babes  in  Chrift  to  drinkj  efpecially  as  propounded,  ^'^' 
proved,  and  perfuaded  in  fo  plain  and  iSmple  a  manner, 
without  advantages  of  fubtile  reafoning  or  elegant  Ian*- 
gnage,  might  feem  to  perfons  really  ignorant,  unikilfiil^ 
and  dull  of  apprehenfion,  (although  much  conceited  of 
their  own  knowledge,  wit,  and  reach,)  or  to  men  prepof* 
Ssftd  with  contrary  notions  and  corrupt  afieflions  to  be 
Ibolifli  and  unr^onaUe:  yet  that  the  whole  doSrine, 
foch  as  it  is  in  itfelf,  being  entirely  difclofed  unto  perfeSt 
men,  that  is,  to  men  of  an  adult  and  improved  underfiand- 
i^gy  well  difpofed  and  capable,  void  of  prejudicate  con- 
QOtSf  and  oleanfed  from  vicious  difpofitions,  would  appear 
wySomj  wifdom^  that  is,  not  only  exa&ly  true,  but  highly 
Important^  and  very  well  fuited  to  the  attainment  of  the 
bttft  ends  $  even  thofe  ends,  which  it  pretendeth  to  bring 
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SERM.  about,  which  are  manifeflly  the  mod  excellent  that  any 
^^^-    knowledge  can  aim  at;  the  glorifying  of  God,  and  laha- 
tion  of  man :    this  I  fuppofe  to  be  St.  Paul's  aflertion 
here ;  and  thereof  it  is  my  intent,  by  God's  affi(lance,  to 
endeavour  now  fome  declaration  and  proof,  by  reprefcnt- 
ing  briefly  fome  peculiar  excellencies  and  perfeAions  of 
our  religion ;  which  may  ferve  to  evince  the  truth,  and 
evidence  the  wifdom  thereof;  to  make  good,  that  indeed 
our  religion  well  deferveth  the  privilege  it  doth  clsum  of  a 
divine  extra&ion,  that  it  is  not  an  invention  of  man,  but, 
1  Cor.  fi.  7-  as  St.  Paul  calleth  it,  the  wifdom  of  Godj  proceeding  from 
no  other  author  but  the  God  of  truth  and  wifdom.    It  ii 
indeed  a  common  fubje£t,  and  fo  the  bed  ever  (hould  be^ 
it  is  always  profitable,  and  now  feafonable  to  inculcate  it, 
for  the  confirmation  of  ourfelvcs,  and  convi&ion  of  otheiVi 
in  this  age  of  wavering  and  warping  toward  infidelity; 
wherefore,  regarding  more  the  real  ufefulnefs  of  the  mat- 
ter than  the  fqueamifli  fancy  of  fome  auditors,  I  (hall 
without  fcruple  propound  what  my  own  meditation  hath 
fuggefted  about  it. 
Mau.xi.37.      ^*  ^^^^  fi**^  excellency  peculiar  to  the  Chriftian  doc- 
irr^'^h^'  trine  I  obferve  to  be  this ;  that  it  affigneth  a  true,  proper, 
«ny  man     and  complete  charadler  or  notion  of  God ;  (complete,  I 
fa?c  thc*^^  mean,  not  abfolutely,  but  in  refpeft  to  our  condition  and 


Son,  and  he  capacity;)  fuch  a  notion  as  agreeht  thoroughly  with  what 
focvcr  the  ^^^  beft  reafon  dlftateth,  the  works  of  nature  declare,  an- 
^***^'''l  cient  tradition  doth  attcft,  and  common  experience  doth 
intimate  concerning  God ;  fuch  a  chara^er  as  is  apt  to 
breed  higheft  love  and  reverence  in  men's  hearts  toward 
him,  to  engage  them  in  the  ftrifteft  prafticc  of  duty  and 
obedience  to  him.  It  afcribeth  unto  him  all  conceivable 
perfeftions  of  nature  in  the  higheft  degree ;  it  aflerteth 
unto  him  all  his  due  rights  and  prerogatives ;  it  com- 
mendeth  and  juftifieth  to  us  all  his  actions  and  pixKecd- 
ings.  For  in  his  eflence  it  reprefenteth  him  one,  eternal, 
perfeftly  fimple  and  pure,  omniprefent,  omnifcient,  omni-  - 
potent,  independent,  impaflible,  and  immutable ;  as  alfo, 
according  to  his  eflential  difpofition  of  will  and  natural 
manner  of  aAing,  moft  abfolute  and  free,  moft  good  and 
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benign,  moft  holy  and  juft,  moft  Teracious  and  conflant;  SERM. 
It  acknowledgeth  him  the  maker  and  upholder  of  all  be-    XVI. 
ifigSy  of  what  nature  and  what  degree  foever ;  both  mate- 
rial and  immaterial,  vifible  and  invilible ;  it  attributeth  to 
bim  fupreme  majefly  and  authority  over  all.     It  inform- 
cth  U89  that  he  framed  this  vilible  worid  with  efpecial  re- 
gard  to  our  ufe  and  benefit ;  that  he  prefer\'eth  it  with 
the  ikmc  gracious  refpe6l ;  that  he  govemeth  us  with  a 
particular  care  and  providence ;  viewing  all  the  thoughts, 
and  ordering  all  the  aAions  of  men  to  good  ends,  general 
or  particular.     It-  dcclareth  him  in  his  dealings  with  ra- 
tional creatures  very  tender  and  careful  of  their  good, 
exceedingly  beneficent  and  merciful  toward  them  ;  com- 
paffionate  of  their  evils,  placable  for  their  offences,  ac- 
oeffible  and  inclinable  to  help  them  at  their  entreaty,  or 
in  their  need ;  yet  nowife  fond  or  indulgent  to  them  ;  not 
enduring  them  to  proceed  in  perverfe  or  wanton  courfes ; 
but  impartially  jufl,  and  inflexibly  fevere  toward  all  ini- 
qoity  obftinately  purfued ;  it,  in  (hort,  defcribeth  him  mofl 
amiable  in  his  goodnefs,  mofl  terrible  in  his  juflice,  mod 
glorious  and  venerable  in  all  his  ways  of  providence: 
whatever  perfeAions  in  efTence,  flate,  or  pra(^icc,  either 
philofbphers  (by  rational  collection  from  innate  notions, 
or  from  contemplation  of  natural  effe&s,  or  upon  obferv-r 
ing  occurrences  in  human  aflfairs)   or  other  inftitutions 
from  the  relics  of  primitive  tradition,  by  politic  reflection 
upon  things,  from  other  fountains,  or  by  other  means 
whatever,  have  by  parts  (imperfeCUy,  obfcurely,  and  faint- 
ly) attributed  to  God,  all  thofc  our  religion,  in  a  full,  clear, 
ajtij  peremptory  manner,  with  advantage  beyond  what  I 
can  exprefs,  doth  afcribe  and  aflert  unto  him ;  not  inter- 
nuxing  therewith  (as  other  do&rines  and  inllitutions  may 
be  obferved  to  do)  any  thing  unworthy  of  him,  or  mifbe- 
coming  him ;  adjoining  nothing  repugnant  to  that  which 
natural  light  difcemeth  or  approveth ;  but  ftiewing  fomo- 
what  beyond  what  it  can  defcry,  concerning  God's  in- 
oomprehenfible  nature  and  manner  of  fubfiflence,  his  un- 
fearchaUe  counfels  of  wifdom,  his  admirable  methods  of 
providence,  whereby  he  hath  defigned  to  commend  his 
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$£RM.  goodnefs  to  us,  and  to  glorify  his  juftice ;  wUch  fofts  of 
X^^'  truths  exceeding  man's  reach  to  devife  or  oompreheni  ap 
it  becometh  God  (who  fo  far  tranfcendeth  us  in  mlioift 
aqd  knowledge)  to  reveal  them ;  fo  they, wondrouflyeon- 
fpiring  with  the  perfe£tions  of  God  otberwife  difcemifali 
by  us,  do  argue  or  confirm  the  divinity  of  the  do6trii4 
which  acquunteth  us  with  them:  for  a  do&rine,  hQii 
plaufible  foever,  which  (hould  teach  us  nothing  abovl 
God,  that  by  other  means  could  not  be  found  out^  wai 
whofe  bottom  common  fenfe  might  not  fathomj  thevf 
were  no  urgent  caufe  why  we  (Iiould  derive  it  from  he% 
yen,  or  why  we  (hould  not  rather  deem  it  the  invention^l 
fome  witty  or  fubule  man.  But  fuch  a  doftrine  as  Hm^ 
(which  as  it  telleth  us  nothing  about  divine  things,  thil 
contradi6leth  reafon,  fo  it  informeth  us  many  thiqgp^ 
which  no  underfianding  of  man  had  ever  conceived*  noof 
can  penetrate,)  we  may  juftly  prefume  to  come  from  i 
fuperior  wifdom,  we  muft  at  lead  avow  it  worthy  of  Godj 
in  the  contrivances  of  man's  wit  or  fancy  about  things  OJ 
this  nature,  as  in  divers  indances  it  hath  happened,  mofl 
probably  many  flaws  and  incongruities  prefently  wouk 
have  appeared ;  they  would  have  claihed  with  themfelvesi 
or  with  the  di£latcs  of  common  reafon :  that,  for  infiaDce^ 
God  (hould  out  of  his  own  bofom  fend  down  his  etenu: 
Son  to  partake  of  our  nature,  and  appear  in  our  fle(h,  thai 
with  utmoft  advantage  he  might  difcover  God's  will  anc 
merciful  intentions  toward  us,  that  he  might  fet  before  qi 
an  exa£t  pattern  of  good  life ;  that  by  his  obedience  aw 
patience  he  might  expiate  our  fin,  and  reconcile  God  t( 
mankind ;  that  he  might  raife  in  us  a  hope  of,  and  lea< 
U3  in  the  way  to,  happinefs ;  this  indeed  is  a  myftery,  am 
a  depth  of  wifdom,  which  we  (Iiould  never  have  though 
of,  nor  can  yet  thoroughly  found  by  thinking,  wliich  wi 
better  may  admire,  than  we  can  underfiand :  but  neithe 
doth  good  reafon  difallow  it,  nor  can  difprove  it;  yea 
good  reafon  fo  far  coufirmeth  it,  as  it  cannot  but  admit  i{ 
to  import  nothing  but  that  which  is  pl^nly  true  and  mof 
credible,  the  immenfe  goodnefs  and  jufiice  of  God;  cq& 
ceming  which  nothing  ought  to  feem  (Irange  or  uncoutl 
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to  118,  fince  even  by  the  care  exprefled  in  matters   of  SERAf. 
ORfidary  providence  divine  goodnefs  appeareth  fo  unac-    ^^'* 
Mmtably  vaft  and  high,  that  upon  conlideration  thereof 
worthily  might  Job  and  the  Pfalmift  exclaim;  IVhat  /iJobvii.i;. 
am,  ikai  ihon'JkouUeft  magnify  him  P  and  that  ihoujhould- 

:.  ^Jei  thy  heart  upon  himf  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  / iou  PT.  ciUt.  9. 
&ig/2  knowledge  of  him  f  or  thcfon  of  man,  that  thou  make/l 

Jkh  account  of  him  P 
*  Now  thug  to  inftill  into  the  minds  of  men  a  right  and 

;  worthy  notion  of  God,  is  palpably  a  great  excellency 

[  of  any  doArine  or  religion  :  for  befide  that  a  true  know- 

('  Uge  of  God  (even  barely  confidered  as  in  way  of  theory 
tioft  perfeAive  of  our  undcrHandingy  it  being  converfant 
ifoA  the  nobleft  objeA  of  contemplation)  is  in  ilPelf  very 
Miable ;  and  upon  the  fame  ground  error  in  divine  things 
il  DO  fmall  evil  or  defeA ;  both  thefe,  fuch  knowledge  and 
lldi  error  refpeAively,  are  very  confidcrable,  as  having  a 
powerful  influence  upon  aAion;  for  according  to  men'is 
Moeptions  about  God  is  their  praAice,  religious  and  mo- 
l  IU9  very  much  regulated  ;  if  men  conceive  well  of  God, 
f  tey  will  be  guided  and  moved  thereby  to  render  him  a 
t  tbifllip  and  an  obedience  worthy  of  him,  and  acceptable 
I  l|i  him  ;  if  they  are  ignorant  of  him,  or  mi(l<ike  about  him, 
I  tifey  will  accordingly  perform  fervices  to  him,  or  pretences 
\  d  fervice,  which  (hall  neither  become   him,  nor  picafc 
s  1Ad$  (God  by  fuch  mifconceptions  being  transformed  into  Ifa  !<▼{.  3. 
:  IB  idol,  their  religion  will  become  vile  or  vain  fuperfli-  Bixi^  ' 
tita.)    And  fince  all  men  apprehend  the  example  of  God  ^^'''^'. 
fetttSt  rule  of  aAion,  that  they  cannot  do  better  than  pmyxmt 
to  refemble  and  imitate  him,  fuch  as  they  conceive  God  to  '^7^5 !««. 
Ii^  fuch  in  good  meafure  they  will  endeavour  to  be  them-  fnetuMy- 
fihrei,  both  in  their  difpofition  and  demeanour;  whence ^'J^*^ 
iaUlibly  the  virtues  and  defeats  which  lie  in  their  notion  Vr^- 
wfll  exert  and  diflufe  themfelves  into  their  life.  Strom.  v\i 

X.  A  fecond  great  excellency  peculiar  to  the  Chriftian^P*  ^'''^ 
inSitaticni  is  this,  that  it  faithfully  informeth  us  concem- 
hg  onrfelves,  concerning  our  nature,  our  original,  our 
indy  all  our  fiate,  poft,  prefent,  and  final;  points  about 
rinch  otherwife  by  no  reafon,  no  hiftory,  no  experience, 
VOL.  IV.  A  a 
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&BRM.  we  could  be  well  refolved  or  fatisfied :  it  teacheth  lit  thai 
XVI.  y^^  confift  of  a  frail  mortal  body,  tal^en  from  the  earth  and 
faihioned  by  God's  hand,  and  of  an  immortal  fpirit,  derived 
frt)m  heaven,  and  breathed  out  of  God*8  mouth  ;  wheteib] 
we  underftand  the  dignity  of  our  nature  and  noblenefkol 
our  delcent,  our  near  alliance  and  our  great  obligadon  to 
God ;  and  confequently  how  it  concemeth  U9  to  beha^ 
ourfdves,  both  in  rega^  to  God  and  toward  ourfelveSt  in 
a  manner  anfwerable  to  fuch  a  relation,  worthy  of  fudi  in 
'  high  birth  and  quality :  it  (heweth  us,  that  we  were  ong^. 
nally  defigned  by  a  voluntary  obedience  to  glorify  oi|r 
Maker,  and  in  fo  doing  to  partake  of  joy  and  felicity  Sum 
him ;  that  accordingly  we  were  created  in  a  date  agrees 
able  to  thofe  purpofes,  wherein  we  were  fit  to  ferve  God^ 
and  capable  thereby  ever  to  continue  happy;  but  that  by 
our  unworthy  cUftruft  and  wilful  difobedience  we  cat 
ourfelves  from  thence,  and  lapfed  into  this  wretched  fiale  of 
inward  blindnefs,  error,  and  diforder,  of  outward  frailty, 
forrow,  and  trouble :  it  acquainteth  us  farther,  how  beis^g 
thus  eftranged  from  God,  and  expofed  to  the  effe&s  d 
his  juft  difpleafure,  we  are  yet  again,  by  his  exceeding 
mercy  and  favour,  put  into  a  capacity  of  recovering  our- 
felves, of  being  reinflated  in  a  condition  happy  far  beyond 
that  from  which  we  fell,  by  returning  unto  God,  and 
complying  with  his  will  declared  unto  us;  as  alio  how 
continuing  obAinately  in  our  degeneracy  and  difobedieiMX 
we  (hall  afluredly  plunge  ourfelves  deeper  into  an  abyft  d 
endlefs  mifery :  it  fully  reprefenteth  unto  us,  what  fhaD 
be  our  future  (late  and  final  doom,  how  it  (hall  be  fuited 
to  our  demeanours  and  deferts  in  this  life ;  what  a  (farifl 
trial,  what  a  fevere  judgment,  all  our  adions  (even  on 
'pafTant  words  and  our  fecret  thoughts)  muft  hereafbi 
undergo;  and  how,  upon  the  refult,  we  (hall  become  eitbe 
exceedingly  happy  or  extremely  miferable  for  ever.  It  ii 
indeed  this  doArine  only,  which  fiilly  refolveth  us  abon 
this  weighty  inquiry,  which  hath  fo  much  perplexed  a) 
men,  and  with  fo  much  irrcfolution  exercifed  philofo 
phers,  wherein  the  final  end  and  happinefs  of  man  con 
fiflcth,  and  what  is  the  way  of  attaining  it ;  afluring  ui 
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iiat  k  eonfifteth  not  in  any  of  thefe  tranfitory  things,  nor  SERM. 
I  a  confluence  of  them  all,  but  in  the  favour  and  the    XVI, 
qoyment  of  God,  with  the  bleflings  flowing  thence; 
Ittt  this  bappinefs  is  only  by  a  fincere  and  conflant  obe- 
knoe  to  God's  holy  laws,  or  by  the  practice  of  fuch  a 
ilety  and  fuch  a  virtue  which  this  do£hine  prefcribcth,  to 
fb  dblained.    Thefe  mod  important  truths,  fo  ufeful  both 
br  the  fatisbdion  of  our  minds,  and  the  direction  of  our 
Iret^  this  dodrine  unfoldeth:  I  call  them  truths,  and 
that  really  they  are  fuch  even  their  harmony  and  confift- 
ttioe  between  themfelves,  their  confonancy  with  inferences 
frjDin  all  forts  of  principles,  which  we  can  apply  for  learn- 
bg  of  truth,  with  what  about  thefe  matters  reafon  col- 
k6teth,  tradition  reporteth,  experience  doth  imply,  may 
Ml  peHuade  us  :  for  that  man  was  fird  made  and  confti- 
tnted  in  a  happy  flate ;  that  he  was  for  his  mifbehaviour 
detnided  thence ;  that  hence  he  is  become  fo  very  prone 
tt  vice^  and  fo  much  lubje£t  to  pain ;  that  our  fouls  do 
Aide  after  death;    that  alter  this  life  there  (hall  be  a 
HidEoning  and  judgment,  according  to  which  good  men 
(itho  here  are  often  much  afili6ted)  (hall  be  rewarded  with 
jof,  and  had  men  (who  commonly  profper  here)  (hall  be 
nqmted  with  pain,  the  wifeft  men,  upon  thefe  grounds, 
dways  have  furmifed ;  and  their  rational  conje£lurcs  our 
^Bf^xm  with  a  pofitive  and  exprefs  aflertion  doth  e(ta- 
Kfli.    Sa  great  a  light  doth  it  afford  (which  is  no  fmall 
fieifeftion  thereof)  to  the  knowledge  of  ourfelves  and 
oat  chief  concernments,  the  objects,  next  to  God  and 
what  concemeth  him,  heft  deferving  our  inquiry  and  in- 
nraDunion* 

3*  It  is  a  peculiar  excellency  of  our  religion,  that  itAsjehavc 
pMfcribeth  an  accurate  rule  of  life,  moft  congruous  to^'J^^' 
tMon^  and  fiutable  to  our  nature;  moft  conducible  to  our^^^sht  to 
ndfare  and  our  content ;  moft  apt  to  procure  each  man's  to  pieafe 
^iivatJD  good,  and  to  promote  the  public  benefit  of  all ;  ^^^,  {^ 
i^'tlie  ftrid  obfervance  whereof  we  (hall  do  what  is  wor- 1. 
t^  of  ourfelves  and  moft  becoming  us;  yea,  (liall  ad- 
ttaM'OUT  nature  above  itfelf  into  a  refemblance  of  the 
fif&ie  nature ;  we  (hall  do  God  right,  and  obtain  his  fa- 
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dERM.  vout;  we  flull  oblige  and  benefit  tncn,  acquiring  wt| 
good-will  and  good  refpeft  from  ihem;  we  lliall  purcb 
to  ourielves  all  the  con veiile nets  of  a  fobcr  life,  and 
the  comforts  of  a  good  coiifcience.  For,  if  wc  firft  t 
mine  the  precepts  direftix'c  of  our  prafUcc  in  relalion 
God,  what  can  be  more  jiifl,  or  comely,  or  picafant 
beneficial  to  us,  than  arc  ihol'c  dulies  of  piety,  which 
religion  doth  enjoin  ?  What  can  be  more  lit,  than  1 
we  (hould  moft  highly  efteem  and  honour  him,  wht 
moll  excellent  f  thai  we  Ihould  l>ear  moft  hearty  afleS 
to  hiin,  who  is  in  himfeif  moft  good,  and  moft  benefi 
to  UK  ?  that  we  (hould  have  a  mol^  awful  dread  of  b 
who  is  (b  infinitely  powerful,  holy,  and  juft  ?  that 
ftiould  be  very  grateful  unto  him  from  whom  we  haw 
ceived  our  being,  with  all  the  comforts  and  convcnioi 
thereof?  thai  we  fliould  entirely  truft  and  hope  in  b 
who  can  do  what  he  will,  and  will  do  whatever  in  rea 
we  can  exped  from  h'u  goodncfs,  and  can  never  hS 
perform  what  he  hath  promifcdr  that  we  (hould  mi 
all  obedience  and  obfervaticeio  him,  whofe  children,  wt 
fKrvADtx.    whnfe    fuhtp^    we  Ace    bom:     hv    nrhofe  n 
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Indi,  and  of  joyi  into  our  hearts;  whence  our  obliga-  SBRH. 

tMD  to  thefe  duties  i>  not  only  reafonable,  but  very  de-     ^VI. 
fimble. 

Confider  we  neit  the  precepts  by  which  our  reli^on 
doth  r^ulate  our  deportment  toward  our  neighbours  and 
brethren ;  (fo  it  ftyleth  all  men,  intimating  thence  the  du- 
tiei  it  requireth  us  to  perform  toward  them ;)  and  what 
(EreAions  in  that  kind  can  be  imagined  comparably  fo 
goodi  fo  ufefu),  aa  thofe  which  the  Gofpel  affordeth  !  An 
boneft  Pagan  hiftorian  futh  of  the  Chrillian  profeflion,  Am.  Mus. 
that  nil  nifi  jujium  Juadtl  et  lene ;  the  which  is  a  true, '' "' 
though  not  full  charader  thereof.  It  enjoineth  us,  that 
we  (hould  fincerely  and  tenderly  love  one  another,  fhould 
cameftly  dcfire  aiid  delight  in  each  other's  good,  Hiould 
heutily  fympathixe  with  all  the  evils  and  forrows  of  our 
Irethien,  (hould  be  ready  to  yield  them  all  the  help  and 
wmftirt  we  are  able,  being  willing  to  part  with  our  lub- 
iance,  our  eafe,  our  pleafure,  for  th«r  benefit  or  fuccour ; 
■M  confining  this  our  charity  to  any  forts  of  men,  parti- 
cularly related  or  aSe&ed  toward  us,  but,  in  conformity  to 
■or  beftvenly  Father's  boundlefs  goodnefs,  extending  it  to 
■n  i  that  we  fliould  mutually  bear  one  another's  burdens, 
md  bear  with  one  another's  infirmities,  mildly  refent  and 
ficdy  remit  all  injuries,  all  difcourtefies  done  unto  us  y 
KUimng  no  grudge  in  our  hearts,  executing  no  revenge, 
hm  requiting  them  with  good  wishes  and  good  deeds. 
h  diaigeth  ui  to  be  quiet  and  orderly  in  our  Nations,  dili- 
gent in  our  callings,  veracious  in  our  words,  upright  in 
Oar  dealings,  obferrant  of  our  relations,  obedient  and  re- 
^eftfnl  toward  our  fuperiors,  meek  and  gentle  to  our  in- 
faiora;  modeft  and  lowly,  ingenuous  and  compliant  in 
our  converfation,  candid  and  benign  in  our  cenfures,  inno- 
cent and  inofienfive,  yea  courteous  and  obliging,  in  all 
our  behaviour  toward  all  perfons.  It  commandeth  us  to 
MMt  out  of  our  hearts  all  fpite  and  rancour,  all  envy  and 
■MGgnity,  all  pride  Euid  haughtinefs,  all  evil  fufpicion  and 
jealoufy ;  to  reftrain  our  tongue  from  all  (lander,  all  de- 
IniAyiq,  all  reTJling,  all  bitter  and  harih  language  ^  to  ba- 
lifli  from  our  praAice  whatever  may  injure,  may  hurt, 

**3 
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SERM.  may  ncedlefsly  vex  or  trouble  our  neighbour.  It  tm 
XVr.  gageth  us  to  prefer  the  public  good  before  anyp"*U 
convenience,  before  our  own  opinion  or  humour^  our  ci» 
dit  or  fame,  our  profit  or  advantage,  our  eale  or  pleafoR; 
rather  dlfcarding  a  lefs  good  from  ourfelves,  than  depm- 
ing  others  of  a  greater.  Now  who  can  number  or  dU< 
mate  the  benefits  that  Ipring  from  the  pradice  of  thel 
duties,  ehher  to  the  man  that  obferveth  theoi,  or  to  al 
men  in  common?  *0  divined  Chritlian  charity,  whi 
tongue  can  worthily  defcribe  thy  moft  heavenly  beautj 
thy  incomparable  fweetnefs,  thy  more  than  royal  ck 
niency  and  bounty?  how  nobly  doft  thou  enlarge  on 
minds  beyond  the  narrow  Jphere  of  felf  and  private  n 
gard  into  an  univerfal  care  and  complacence,  makiq 
every  man  ourfelf,  and  all  concemmentB  to  be  ours !  boi 
dolt  thou  entitle  us  unto,  how  doll  thou  invefl  us  in,  al 
the  gouds  imaginable ;  doll  enrich  us  with  the  wealth 
doll  prefer  us  with  the  honour,  doll  adorn  us  with  ibi 
wifdon)  and  the  virtue,  doll  blefs  us  with  all  profp^ 
rlty  of  tlie  world,  whilll  all  our  neighbour's  good,  by  om 
rejoicing   therein,  becometh  our  own  1    how  doft  thn 
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nnwould  bat  hearken  to  thy  mild  fuggellions !  what  a  SERM. 
jnufife  would  this  world  then  become,  in  companfon  to  XVI, 
whit  it  now  IB,  where  (hy  good  precepts  and  advices  be- 
Jig  negteded,  uncharitable  psflionB  and  unjuft  defirea  are 
predoininant  I  how  excellent  then  is  that  dodrine,  wludi 
btought  tbee  down  from  heaven,  and,  would  but  men 
flrabnRe  thee,  the  peace  and  joy  of  heaven  with  thee  I 

If  we  farther  furvey  the  laws  and  ireftions  which  our 
fdi^on  prefcribeth  concerning  the  particular  management 
of  our  fouls  and  bodies  in  their  refpedive  adions  and  6n- 
joymenta,  we  Ihall  alfo  find,  that  nothing  could  be  devifed 
Biore  worthy  of  ui,  more  agreeable  to  leaTon,  more  pro- 
dtlftne  of  our  welbre  and  our  content.  It  obligeth  us. 
to  prdierre  unto  our  reafon  its  natural  prerogative,  or  dufc 
aofate  in  our  fouls,  and  over  our  bodies,  not  to  fufler  the 
bnitifii  part  to  ufurp  and  domineer  over  us ;  that  we  be 
Dot  Iwayed  down  by  this  earthy  lump,  not  enflared  to 
bodily  tenqter,  not  tranfported  with  tumultuary  humours, 
not  deluded  by  vain  bncy ;  that  neither  inward  propen- 
Sou  aor  impi«ffions  from  without  be  able  to  feduce  us 
to  that  which  is  unworthy  of  us,  or  mirchi^ous  to  us. 
It  enj<niKth  us  to  have  fober  and  moderate  thoughts  con- 
iSendng  ourfelres,  fuitable  to  our  total  dependence  upon 
God,  to  our  natural  nieannefs  and  weaknefe,  to  our  finfiil 
(ttfinadotu,  to  the  guilt  we  have  contraAed  in  our  lives ; 
thu  therefore  we  be  not  pufied  up  with  felf-concat^  or 
mn  confidence  in  ourielves,  or  in  any  thing  about  ui ; 
(any  wealth,  honour,  or  profperity.)  It  diredeth  iis  alfo 
U'compofe  our  minds  into  a  calm,  ferene,  and  cheerful 
tale ;  that  we  be  not  eafily  didempered  with  anger,  or 
MtuEted  with  care,  or  overborne  with  grief,  or  diflurbed 
widi  my  accident  befalling  us ;  but  that  we  be  content 
iA  every  condition,  And  entertain  patiently  all  events,  yea, 
toccpt  joyfhUy  from  God's  hand  whatever  he  reacheth  to 
HI.  It  commandeth  us  to  reflrun  our  appetites,  to  be 
tempferate  in  all  our  enjoyments,  to  abflain  from  all  Irre- 
UnLw  pleafures,  which  are  bafe  iti  kind,  or  exceflive  in 
ditjjprte;  whieli  may  corrupt  our  minds,  or  impair  our 
health,  te  ertdlinage  our  eRate,  or  ftain  our  good  nam^ 
Aa4 
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SERM.  or  prejudice  our  peace  or  repofe:  it  doth  not  prohibit « 
^^*'  the  ufe  of  any  creature,  whence  we  may  receive  innooent 
convenience  or  delight,  but  indulgcth  us  a  prudent  and 
fober  ufe  of  them  all,  with  the  fenfe  of  God's  goodnefi^ 
and  thankfulnefs  to  him,  who  beftoweth  them  upon  us. 
Our  religion  alfo  farther  ordereth  us  (fo  far  as  our  neoet 
fary  occafions  or  duties  permit)  to  fequefter  and  elevate 
our  minds  from  thefe  low  and  tranfitory  things,  from  the 
&ding  glories,  the  unliable  pofleffions,  the  vaniihing  der 
lights  of  this  world ;  things  indeed  unworthy  the  atten- 
tion, unworthy  the  affedion  of  an  heaven-bom  and  im- 
mortal fpirit ;  that  we  ihould  fix  our  thoughts,  our  defiiti^ 
pur  endeavours  upon  objeiSis  mod  worthy  of  them,  ob- 
jeds  high  and  heavenly,  pure  and  fpiritual,  infinitely  fiaUi 
and  durable ;  not  to  love  the  worlds  and  the  things  then- 
in;  to  be  careful  for  nothings  Ifut  to  cafi  all  our  care  1^09 
God^s  providence ;  not  to  labour  for  the  meat  that  peri^ 
ethy  not  to  truft  in  uncertain  riches ;  to  have  our  treafure, 
our  heart,  our  hope,  our  converfation  above  in  heavra. 
Such  diredlions  our  religion  prefcribeth ;  by  compliance 
with  which,  if  man  be  at  all  capable  of  being  happy,  af- 
furedly  his  happinefs  muft  be  attained ;  for  that  no  pre- 
fent  enjoyment  can  render  a  man  happy,  all  experience 
proclaimeth ;  the  refllefs  motions  we  continually  fee,  the 
woful  complaints  we  daily  hear,  do  manifeilly  demon- 
(Irate. 

And  who  fceth  not  the  great  benefits  and  the  goodly 
fruits  accruing  from  obfer\'ance  of  thefe  laws  and  rules  ? 
Vid.Grot.    Who  dilccrneth  not  the  admirable  confent  of  all  thefe 
?*  ^*"**^»  particular  injunftions  in  our  religion  with  that  general 
Phil.  iv.  8.  one,  Whatever-  things  are  true^  whatever  things  are  jufi^ 
whatever  things  are  honeflj  whatever  things  are  pure^  what- 
ever things  are  lovely ,  whatever  things  are  of  good  report^ 
if  there  be  any  virtue^  or  any  praife,  that  uejhould  mind 
fuch  thingSy  and  pra£ii(e  them  ?    Such,  and  far  more  ex- 
cellent than  I  am  able  to  defcribe,  is  the  rule  of  Chriftian 
pra£tice;  a  rule  in  perfection,  in  beauty,  in  efficacy  far 
furpafiling  all  other  rules ;  produ£tive  of  a  goodnefs  more 
complete,  more  lovely,  more  fprightAd  than  any  other 
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dofirine  or  inftitution  hath  been  or  can  be  able  to  bring  SER 
filrth;  much  exceeding,  not  only  the  righteoufnefs  of  Hind  ^V 
tkerifeeSy  but  all  the  virtue  of  the  mod  fage  ^philofo- 
phers ;  fomewhat  in  part  concurrent  therewith  philofophy 
bath  delcried  and  delivered;  (it  is  no  wonder  it  fhould, 
finoe  all  of  it  is  fo  plainly  confonant  to  reafon ;)  yet  what 
Jihilolbphy  hath  in  this  kind  afforded^  is  in  truth,  if  com- 
(wed  with  what  our  religion  teacheth,  exceedingly  mea- 
gre^ languid,  and  flat :  two  words  here.  Thou  Jhult  love 
the  Lard  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  thy  neighbour  as 
thji/elff  do  fignify  more,  do  contain  in  them  more  fenfe 
ind  favour,  to  the  judgment  and  relifh  of  a  well  difpofed 
mindi  than  the  Ethics  of  Ariftotle,  the  Offices  of  Cicero, 
the  Precepts  and  Diflertations  of  £pi£tctus,  the  many 
other  volumes  of  philofophical  morality  all  put  together ; 
b  matter  our  rule  is  far  more  rich  and  full,  more  fweet 
and  fapid  than  theirs ;  in  force  and  efficacy  it  doth  alfo 
(as  we  (hall  hereafter  fee)  far  excel  them<^. 

4.  We  may  hereto  annex  thl^  confideration,  which  may 
pais  for  another  peculiar  advantage  of  our  religion,  that 
as  .it  delivereth  fo  excellent  and  perfeA  a  rule  of  life, 
lb  it  delivereth  it  unto  us  pure  from  any  allay  embafing, 
five  of  any  clog  encumbering  it ;  for  that  it  chiefly,  and 
in  a  manner  only  requireth  of  us  a  rational  and  fptritual 
fervice,  confiding  in  performance  of  fubftantial  duties, 
plainly  neceflary  or  profitable ;  not  withdrawing  us  from 

b  It  At  Tit  iTrw  Tart  frf(tfmyf»MTm9  ri|f  ftXt^w^imWf  rm  •^mm»  m^*  rJ|y  «^* 
nVy  «^  AyyiXmni  waXanlmt  rJiv  thnJ^m*  ;  rmmrm  yk^  iftiit  iitttiynrmrt  /3/m,  tm- 
tfffwv  4^f  7S«sl  wifuii,  rimym*  Mmnr^^mrm  wXtrtim*^  if  v»yt  rir^i  ;^^^(M»f 
iyyiXtwr  UBimi  ymrSM,  mm)  ifuiug  ^f  umtm  rh  ium^up  rn9  kfuri^v,  Chtyf, 
«J(ii.  1.  14. 

\i€m  «isfB  «5ri  mmyMt  fSf^nirm^  X^mtim  iri*    JmJI.  M,  Ap%i,  1. 

Vid.  Lud.  Viv.  in  Aug.  de  Civ.  D.  z.  4. 

Qiue  difpatatlonet,  quae  literae  quonimlibct  philoibphoruRi,  qns  Icgei 
qaBnimlibet  civitmtum  duobus  pneceptisi  ex  quibui  Chriftus  dicit  tocam  tc- 
Ipem  prophetafqiK  pendere,  ullo  modo  finr  companndK  ?  Amg,  Epijt,  iiU  mi 
yhimf. 

Vid.  Chryf.  *A»le.  19. 
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SERBL  the  praftice  of  folid  piety  and  virtue  by  ob^gatiol»  to  t 
XVi*  tedious  obfervance  of  many  external  rites;  not  (pen&|| 
the  vigour  of  our  minds  upon  fuperficial  fbrmafitieB,  (M 
bufy  fcrupulfifiiies,  as  TertuUian  termeth  them«i9)  fuch  ill 
ferve  only  to  amufe  childifh  fancies,  or  to  deprefs  fla^ 
fpirits.  It  fuppofeth  us  men,  men  of  good  underftaii&^ 
and  ingenuous  difpofition,  and  dealeth  with  us  as  fubhj 
and  much  more  fuch  it  rendereth  us,  if  we  comply  theit^ 
with,  l^he  ritual  obl'ervances  it  enjoineth  are  as  few  h 
number,  in  nature  (imple  and  eafy  to  perform,  to  evidently 
reafonable,  very  decent,  and  very  ufefiil ;  apt  to  infirofi 
us  in,  able  to  excite  us  unto,  the  prance  of  moft  wfaide^ 
fome  duties  :  which  confideradon  fbeweth  this  do6triiietd 
be  complete,  fuitable  to  the  moft  adult  age  and  beft  coA- 
ftitution,  to  the  moft  ripe  and  improved  capacides  of  sum. 
But  farther, 

5*  Our  religion  hath  alfo  this  efpecial  advantage,  thtt 
it  fetteth   before  us   a  living  copy  and  vifible   ftandarl 
of  good  praflice ;  wherein  we  have  all  its  precepts  com- 
pared as  it  were  into  one  body,  and  at  once  expofed  to 
Longumcftour  view.     Example  yieldeth  the  moft  compendious  in- 
ecptt!hn\e  ^''^ftion,  together  with  the  moft  efficacious  incitement  to 
et  efficax    action  ;  but  never  was  there  or  could  be  any  example  in 
pu/^rli."  either  refpeft  comparable  to   this ;  never  was  any  fo 
thoroughly  perfeft  in  itfelf,  fo  purpofely  defigned,  fo  fitly 
accommodated  for  imitation,   or  fo    forcibly   engaging 
thereto,  as  this :  there  is  not  one  flaw,  one  fpot,  one  &Ue 
or  uneven  ftroke  in  all  this  copy,  fo  that  we  are  fecure 
from  doing  amifs  in  tranfcribing  any  part  thereof;  it  wai 
intended  to  condu£t:  us  through  all  the  parts  of  dutji 

*  NegotiorK  fcrapulofitates.     TertmU,  in  Marc.  9. 

Qusedam  pauca  eademque  faftu  facillima,  et  intelledn  auguftiffinia,ctob- 
fenratione  caftiflima  Dominus,  et  Apoftolica  tradidit  difciplina,  ficuti  eil  bap- 
tifmi  facramcntum,  etcclebratio  corporis  et  fanguinis  Domini.  Amg^  de  DUt, 
Chr,  iii.  Q. 

Dominus  nofter  Jefus  Chriftui  leni  jugo  nos  fubdidit,  et  farcinae  levi ;  wi- 
de (acramentiB  numero  pauciflimis,  (ignificatione  praeftantiflimia  ibcietttem 
novi  popali  colligavit ;  (icuri  eft  Baptifmos  Trinitatit  nomine  confecntus, 
oommunicatio  coqtorif  et  (knguinii  ipiios,  et  fiquid  aliad  in  Scriptuiis  cano- 
tticis  oommendttiir.    Jug,  Bp,  n  8.  ad  Jamimr, 


O/tktExceUejwj/oftheCkryiianlttBgkm.      363 

c^ecully  thofe  wtuch  are  moA  high  and  difScuIt  to  our  SBRM. 
finl  and  decayed  nature,  general  charity,  felf-denial|  *"■ 
famility,  and  patience :  it  was  admirably  fquared  for  tbe 
Jnitation  of  all  men,  the  perfon  in  whom  it  fhined  being* 
■tit  were,  iodeSnite,  and  unreftrained  to  any  fingle  condi- 
lian;  he  being  in  right  and  power  fuperior  to  the  greateft 
■inoei,  though  according  to  choice  and  in  outward  parts 
aferior  to  the  meaneft  fubje£U ;  having  under  his  com- 
miid  the  largeft  wealth,  although  enjoying  none;  bdng 
lUe  readily  to  procure  to  himfelf  what  glory  and  refpeA 
ha|deafed,  yet  pleafing  to  pafs  obrcure  and  difr^arded} 
fa  teaching  thofe  of  higheft  rank  to  be  fober  and  conde- 
fteafive,  thofe  of  loweft  degree  to  be  patient  and  content 
in  their  refpefiive  ftates ;  teaching  all  men  not  to  reft  in, 
■or  much  to  regard,  thefe  prefent  things,  but  fingly  in  all 
thar  doings  above  aJI  things  to  feek  God's  honour,  vnth 
nun  refolutiou  and  t^gence  to  profecute  his  fervice : 
and  as  to  all  degrees,  fo  to  all  capacities,  was  his  pradice 
finted,  being  neither  auftere  nor  remifs,  formal  nor  fingu- 
hr,  careleTs  nor  boiflerous ;  but  in  a  moderate,  even,  and 
uniform  courfe  fo  tempered,  that  perfons  of  all  callings 
and  ell  complexions  eafily  might  follow  him  in  the  prac- 
tice «f  all  true  righteoufnefs,  in  the  performance  of  all 
UAantial  duties  toward  God  and  toward  man.  It  is  alfo 
ncximple  attended  with  the  greateft  obligations  and  in-- 
docements  to  follow  it ;  the  great  excellency  and  higb 
fiputy  of  the  perfon,  being  the  moft  holy,  Grfl-bom  Son 
ef  God,  heir  of  eternal  majefty;  our  manifold  relationttQ 
Un,  bung  our  Lord  and  Mafter,  our  heft  iriend,  our  moft 
fnciaua  Redeemer;  the  many  ineftimable  benefits  re- 
ewed  by  us  from  him,  all  that  redempbon  from  extrenM 
■iiay,  and  capacity  of  perfed  hapfnnefs  do  |mportj  are 
fa  many  potent  arguments  engaging  us  to  imitate  him. 

f.  Farrier,  our  religp<Hi  doth  not  only  thus  truly  and 
faUy  acquunt  us  with  our  duty ;  but,  which  is  another 
f^l™'  virtue  thereof  it  buildeth  our  duty  upon  moft 
fafid  groandi,  prefieth  it  with  moft  valid  inducemenUy 
Inwcth  it  from  the  heft  prindplea,  and  driveth  k  to  the 
left  ends :  no  philofophy  can  in  any  mMfiire  repudnt 
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S£RKf .  virtue  fo  tndy  cftiniablc  and  eligible,  can  aJlign  (a  tn 
XVI.  and  cogem  re&fbii  wliy  we  (houM  embrace  il  and  ftri 
adhere  thereto,  am  To  well  difcovcr  or  dcfcribc  the  « 
li^iit  tVuits  thiit  grow  upon  it,  fu  doth  this  philofofA 
ours,  as  the  ancicni  Falhcru  arc  wont  to  call  it.  0 
phitol'ophies  have  indeed  highly  commended  virtue, 
vehemently  CNhortcd  thereto ;  but  the  grounds  on  v- 
they  laid  ii«  praile  are  very  Tandy,  the  ar^menu 
whith  they  enforced  ita  praftice  arc  very  feeble,  the  f 
ciples  from  which  they  deduced  it,  and  the  endu  wi 
they  propounded  thereto,  arc  very  poor  and  mean,  if 
difcur^  them ;  at  leaR  if  ihcy  be  coniparcrd  with  ours : 
tue,  laid  they,  is  a  thing  of  itfelF,  upon  account  of  Usi 
native  beauty  and  worth,  abllratting  from  all  rewBrd 
profit  fpringing  from  it,  very  admirable  and  defirable 
is  bcfide  a  very  pleafaiit  and  very  uleful  thing,  begetl 
tranquillity  and  iatisfaiJlioii  of  mind ;  yielding  he« 
fafely,  reputation,  pk-afure,  quiet,  and  other  manifold  c 
veniences  of  lite :  but  can  lb  magnificent  »nd  Co  maH 
fabric  of  commendation  Hand  lirm  upon  (uch  tbundaii 
as  thefe  i  are  thefe  principles  of  love  and  admiration 
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Uj  feeni  reafon  or  wifdom  fo  to  do.  But  the  Chriftian  SERM. 
triney  as  it  coniprifetb,  and  in  an  inferior  order  urgeth  ^^*' 
I  iiicb  grounds  and  arguments,  fo  it  doth  exhibit  others 
more  folid  and  forcible :  it  commendeth  goodnefs  to 
lot  only  as  agpreeable  to  man's  imperfed  and  fallible 
m,  but  as  conformable  to  the  perfect  goodnefs  of 
,  as  the  diAate  of  his  infallible  wifdom,  as  the  refolu- 
of  his  moft  holy  will ;  as  enjoined  by  his  unqueftion- 

authority,  as  our  indifpenfable  duty,  and  only  way 
ippinefs:  the  principles,  from  which  it  willeth  us  to  a£^, 
love,  reverence,  and  gratitude  to  God,  hearty  good- 
toward  men,  and  a  fober  regard  to  our  own  true  wel- 
;  the  ends  which  it  prefcribeth  are  God's  honour, 
lie  edification,  and  the  (alvation  of  our  own  fouls :  it 
nh  us  to  g;ood  pra£Uce,  by  minding  us,  that  we  ihall 
eby  refemble  the  Supreme  Goodnefs,  ihall  exprefs  our 
itude  toward  t)iat  great  Benefieidor,  unto  whom  we 

all  that  we  ha\'e ;  (hall  difcharge  our  duty,  pay  due 
Mir,  perform  fisuthful  fervice  to  our  Almighty  Lord 
King;  that  we  ihall  thereby  furely  decline  the  wrath 
(tifpleafure  of  God,  ihall  furely  obtain  his  favour  and 
cy,  with  all  forts  of  bleifings  needful  or  profitable  for 
■that  we  ihall  not  only  avoid  regrets  and  terrors  of 
cience  here,  but  efcape  endlefs  miferies  and  torments ; 
(hall  not  only  procure  prefent  comfort  and  peace  ctf 
d,  but  ihall  acquire  crovims  of  everlafting  glory  and 
•  Thef«  furely  are  the  trueil  and  firmeft  grounds  up- 
vhidi  a  right  eilimation  of  virtue  can  fubfift;  thefe  are  • 
tves  incomparably  tnoil  effe&ual  to  the  embracing 
eof ;  theie  are  the  pureft  fountains  whence  it  can 
ig,  the  nobleil  marks  whither  it  can  aim ;  a  virtue  fo 
sided,  fo  reared,  is  certainly  moil  found  and  genuine,  ^ 

\  firm  and  ilable,  moil  infinitely  beneficial.    But  far- 

t 
I 

.  It  b  a  peculiar  advantage  of  Chriilianity,  (which  no 
er  law  or  do&rine  fo  much  as  pretendeth  to,)  that  it 
only  clearly  teacheth  us  and  ilrongly  perfuadeth  us  to 
ciodlent  a  way  oif  life,  but  provideth  alfo  fuificient 
ip  snd  aUlity  to  pradiie  it ;  without  which  (fuch  is  the 
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8BRBL  fiailty  of  oar  nature,  as  experience  pro?edi^  Am)  dl4i 

^^-    ftmftion,  all  ezbortation,  all  encouragemeBt,  wcM 
tOor.  iii.   little.    Other  lawsy  for  want  of  thit,  are  itt  efieft 

liM.y.90^ ^^^^^^^^'^^^  racks  of  conicienoe,  parents  of  giult  arf: 
Aiis-de     oF  regret;  rea^ng  hard  leflons,  but  not  aififfing  to  Al 
^^';f^^ after  them;  impofing  heavy  burdens,  but  not  endMhy# 
K«»^^  bear  them :  our  law  is  not  fucb ;  it  is  not  a  dead  lffM| 
ll^rhxm.  but  hath  a  quickening  Jpirii  accompanying  it ;  it  not  eidif 
«*^|^|p*e^  foundeth  through  the  ear,  but  ftampeth  itfidf  upon  db 
Cim.JiiM.htan  of  him  that  finoerely  doth  embrace  it;  it  aliviyk 
f^^^'    carrieth  with  it  a  fure  guide  to  all  good,  «id  a  fiie  gurf 
from  all  evil :  if  our  mind  be  doubtful  or  dark,  it  dirafliiik 
us  to  a  fiEuthiul  oracle,  where  we  may  receive  coonfdaai 
information :  if  our  paffions  are  unruly,  if  our  appedM 
are  outrageous^  if  temptadons  be  violent,  and  threaten  tt 
overbear  us,  it  leadeth  us  to  a  foil  maga«ne,  whence  ini 
may  fomifli  ourfelves  with.all  manner  of  urns  to  withflnl 
sand  fubdue  them :  if  our  condition,  in  refpefik  to  all  oAtf 
means,  be  difconfolate  or  defperate,  it  fendeth  us  to  s 
place,  where  we  (hall  not  fidl  of  refreflunent  and  relief;  it 
ofiereth,  upon  our  earned  feeking  and  afking,  the  wiidoB 
and  ftrength  of  God  himfelf  for  our  direfdon,  our  aid,  our 
fupport  and  comfort,  in  all  exigencies.    To  them,  who 
with  due  fervency  and  conftancy  ajk  tV,  God  hath  in  the 
Lukeii.  IS.  Gofpel  promifed  to  grant  his  holy  Spirit,  to  guide  them  is 
their  ways,  to  admonifli  them  of  their  duty^  to  ftrengdna 
them  in  obedience,  to  guard  them  irom  furprifes  sial 
aflaults  of  temptation,  to  fuftain  them,  and  cheer  them  ia 
afilidions.    This  advantage,  as  it  is  proper  to  our  rdigiiNV 
fo  it  is  exceedingly  coniiderable ;  for  what  would  the  moft 
perfeft  rule  or  way  fignify,  without  as  wdl  a  power  to  ob* 
f  lerve  it,  as  a  light  to  difcem  it  ?  and  how  can  man,  (fe  ig* 

norant,  fo  impotent,  fo  inconftant  a  creature;  fo  eaffly 
deluded  by  falfe  appearances,  and  tranfported  with  dif- 
orderly  paffions;  fo  eafily  (haken  and  unfettled  by  any 
fmall  aflault,)  either  alone  without  fome  guidance  perceive, 
or  by  himfelf  without  fome  affiftance  profeeute,  what  is 
good  for  him,  efpecially  in  cafes  of  intricacy  and  diffi- 
culty ?  how  (hould  he  who  hath  frequent  experience  of 
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is  own  weakoefsy  not  be  utterly  difheartened  and  caft  into  SBRM . 
Dfpair  either  of  fianding  faft  in  a  good  ftate,  or  of  re*    ^^^^' 
dveiing  himfelf  from  a  bad  one;  of  refcuing  himfelf  from 
ay  vicioufi  inclination,  or  attaining  any  virtuous  babit^  if 
e  did  not  apprehend  fuch  a  friendly  power  vigilantly 
juarcfing  him,  ready  upon  all  occafions  to  fuccour  and 
bet  him  ?  this  confideration  it  is^  which  only  can  nourifh    - 
ur  hope,  can  excite  our  courage,  can  quicken  and  fupport 
ur  endeavour  in  religious  pra&ice,  by  afluring  us,  that 
liere  is  no  duty  to  hard,  which  by  the  grace  vouchfafed 
a  we  may  not  achieve;    that  there  is  no  enemy  fo 
Vf^ijf  which  by  the  help  afforded  us  we  cannot  maAer ; 
>  that,  although  we  find  ourfelves  able  to  do  nothing  o/*Phil.  iv.  i,3« 
urfklvesj  yet  we  can  do  all  things  by  Chrift  thatjlrength' 
neihus. 

A.  Another  peculiar  excellency  of  our  religion  is  this, 
bat  it  alone  can  ^>peafe  and  fatisfy  a  man's  confcience, 
veedi^g  therein  a  well-grounded  hope,  and  a  folid  cont- 
ort; healing  the  wounds  of  bitter  remorfe  and  anxious 
bar,  which  the  fenfe  of  guilt  doth  inflid:  There  is  no  man^  s  Chron. 
tt  King  Solomon  liedd,  and  all  men  know,  whojinneth  not;  £^ckC  i%. 
irfio  doth  not  find  himfelf  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  fre-  ^^ 
piently  thwarting  the  diSatejS  of  reafon,  violating  the 
Mrs  of  piety  and  juftice,  tranfgrefling  the  bounds  of  fobri- 
4y;  who  confequently  doth  not  in  his  own  judgment 
Mdemn  himfelf  of  diforder,  and  of  offence  committed 
tgvnft  the  world's  great  Law^ver  and  Governor,  the  juft 
Rmoh.  of  right  and  goodnefs ;  who  thence  doth  not  deem 
lamfelf  obnoxious  to  God's  wrath,  and  is  not  fearful  of 
Icftrved  puiuffiment  from  him :  which  fear  muft  needs  bePtentpotcft 
{oftend  and.  augmented  by  confidering,  that  as  paft  feds^'^^P* 
W  inevocable,  fo  guilt  is  indelible,  and  puniihment,  ex-ent.  OviJL 
tgfk  by  thei  voluntary  remiffion  of  him  that  is  ofiended> 
iaeritable.;  as  alfo  that  there  are  no  vifible  means  of  re' 
iMMrii^  or  abating  fuch  guilt  by  any  reparation  or  amends 
thst  he  can.  make,  who  is  more  apt  to  accumulate  new 
QiBDce%  than,  able  to  oompenfate  for  what  he  hath  com- 
ntl|4:  now  in  fuch  a  cafe,  fome  man  indeed  may  fmme  wud.  sii. 
10  himfelf  hopes  of  mercy;  may  from  the  experience  of ^*' 
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SBRM.  God's  forbearance  to  punifh,  and  condnuanoe  of  hii 
XVI.  bounty  to  finners,  prefume  that  God  is  placable,  and  wiO 
not  be  rigorous  in  his  proceedings  with  him;  may  hope- 
fully guefs,  that  in  favour  God  will  admit  his  endeaTOon 
at  repentance^  will  accept  the  compenfations  he  ofiereth 
in  lieu  of  his  duty,  may  fuffer  his  guilt  to  be  atoned  by  tho 
facrificcs  he  prefenteth ;  yet  can  no  man  upon  fuch  pre- 
fumptions  ground  a  full  confidence  that  he  (hall  find 
mercy ;  he  cannot  however  be  fatisfied  upon  what  tenntf 
mercy  will  be  granted,  in  what  manner  it  (hall  be  difpenfedf 
or  how  far  it  (hall  extend ;  God  never  having  exhibited 
any  exprefs  declarations  or  promifes  to  thofe  purpofes;  no 
man  therefore  can  otherwife  than  fufpe£l  bimfelf  to  be  is 
a  bad  Rate,  or  cfteem  himfelf  fecure  from  the  purfuits  of 

Gen.  iv.  7.  juftice  and  wrath;  as  he  knoweth  that^n  lieth  at  /Af 
door,  fo  he  cannot  know  but  that  vengeance  may  lie  near, 
it ;  hence  common  reafon,  as  well  as  die  Jewifh  law,  is  a 

%  Cor.  Ill  6,  rninifiry  of  death,  and  a  killing  letter,  carrying  nothing  m 
the  looks  or  language  thereof,  but  deatii  and  ruin ;  hence 
is  a  man  (if  at  lead  he  be  not  befotted  into  a  carelefs  ftu- 

Roro.  Tiii.  pidity)  (hut  up  in  an  irkfome  bondage  of  fpirity  under  the 

**•  grievous  tyranny,  if  not  of  utter  defpair,  yet  of  reftkft 

fufpicion  about  his  condition ;  which  as  it  quencheth  in 
his  mind  all  Aeady  peace  and  joy,  fo  it  dampeth  his  cou- 
rage and  alacrity,  it  enervateth  his  care  and  induftry  to  do 
well,  he  doubting  what  fuccefs  and  what  acceptance  his 
undertakings  may  find ;  it  alfo  cooleth  in  him  good  affec- 
tions towards  God,  whom  that  he  hath  offended  he  know- 
eth, and  qucAioneth  whether  he  can  be  able  to  reconcile* 
From  this  unhappy  plight  our  religion  thoroughly  doth 
refcue  us,  afluring  us,  that  God  Almighty  is  not  only  re- 
concileable,  but  defirous,  upon  good  terms,  to  become  our 
friend,  himfelf  mod  frankly  propofing  overtures  of  gracCi 
and  folic! ting  us  to  clofc  with  them;  it  upon  our  compli- 
ance tcndereth,  under  God's  own  hand  and  feal,  a  full  dif- 
charge  of  all  guilts  and  debts,  however  con  traded ;  it  re- 
ceivcth  a  man  into  perfe£l  favour  aad  friendfhip,  if  he  doth 
not  himfelf  wilfully  rejeft  them,  or  refolve  to  continue  at 
diftance,  in  eftrangement  and  enmity  toward  God*     It 
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jmclumeth,  that  if  we  be  careful  to  amend,  God  will  not  SE  RM. 
be«/rnRff  to  mark  ukai  we  do  amijs ;  that  iniquity,  if  we_*'''* 


6}  not  incorripbly  affefl  and  cherifh  it,  Jhall  not  be  our  p&i,  cm, 
mn',  that  although  by  our  infirmity  wc  fall  often,  yet  by^^,  j^ii- 
onr  repentance  we  may  rife  again,  and  by  our  (incerityaa. 
flail  (land  upright;  that  our  endeavours  to  fervc  and 
pleaTe  God  (although  imperfea  and  defeftive,  if  ferious 
Old  fincere)  will  be  accepted  by  him :  this  is  the  tenor  of 
that  great  covenant  between  heaven  and  cartb,  which  the 
Son  of  God  did  procure  by  his  interceflion,  did  purchafe 
\>f  his  merits  of  wonderful  obedience  and  patience,  did 
natifjr  and  feat  by  hig  blood;  did  publifh  to  mankind,  did 
30ii6nn  by  miraculous  works,  did  folemnize  by  holy  infti- 
totions,  doth  by  the  evangelical  minil^ry  continually  re- 
commend to  all  men ;  fo  that  wc  can  nowife  doubt  of  ita 
full  accomplifliment  on  God's  pari,  if  we  be  not  deficient 
on  ours :  fo  to  our  ineftimable  benefit  and  unfpeakable 
comfbrt  doth  our  religion  eafe  their  confcience,  and  en- 
coarage  them  in  the  pradicc  of  their  duty,  who  do  (in- 
ctrely  embrace  it,  and  firmly  adhere  thereto. 

9.  The  laA  advantage  which  I  thall  mention  of  this  1  Cot.  i.ir. 
doSrine  is  this;  that  it  propoundeth  and  oflerleth  itfelf  in'^vi;, ; 
a  nunner  very  convincing  and  fatisfaAory :  it  propoundeth  rf^  ^ 
'iSiS  in  a  ftyle  and  garb  of  fpeech,  as  accommodate  to",,.  "^rSp. 
the  general  capacity  of  its  hearers,  fo  proper  to  the  au-  ^"J^^'Pi 
diority  which  it  claimeth,  becoming  the  majefly  and  lin-  e.  ua.  iii. 
eerily  of  divine  truth  ;  it  exprefreth  itfelf  plunly  and  fim-  j^^^^  ^jj_ 
fly,  without   any  afic^tion  or  artifice,  without  often- »»■ 
htion  oF  wit  or  eloquence,  fuch  as  men  fludy  to  inGnuate 
Ud  imprefs  their  devices  by:  <=it  alfo  fpeaketh  with  an 
mperious   and  awfiil  confidence,   fuch  as  argueth    the 
^PCaJcer  iatisfied  both  of  bis  own  wifdom  and  authority ; 
that  be  doubteth  not  of  what  he  ftuth  himfelf,  that  he 
Inoweth  his  hearers  obliged  to  believe  him;  its  words 

■  Ot  «^  mriwm  fniUrm,  Hi  Xi{ui,  li/urt',  M  Wiirw.  nai  fn^r^t  uirfta 
>ai  >wai<»in  I^ViSb  mjiTT*.  u  4>w»  (*W"  yi(  "S™  tXi  (•'■""flti  i- 

-^  «<€»»*"  *»*i9-.     Cirj/.  Prtmm.  »  Jt». 
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SliRM.  are  not  like  the  words  of  a  wife  man,  who  is  wary  an< 
^VJ.    careful  that  he  flip  not  into  miflake,  (interpofing  therefo: 

"""""""^  now  and  then  his  may-be's  and  perchances^)  nor  like 

words  of  a  learned  fcribe,  grounded  on  femblancet  of 
reafon^  and  backed  with  teflimonies ',  nor  as  the  words  of 
a  crafty  fophider,  who  by  long  circuits,  fubtile  fetches, 
and  fly  trains  of  difcourfe  doth  inveigle  men  to  lus  opi- 
nion ;  but  like  the  words  of  a  king,  carrying  with  them    . 

Ecclef.  viii.  authority  and  power  uncontrollable,  commanding  forth- 

*'  with  attention,  aflTent,  and  obedience;  ^this  you  are  to  be-    ' 

lieve,  this  you  are  to  do,  upon  pain  of  our  high  difplea- 
fure,  at  your  utmoft  peril  be  it ;  your  life,  your  falvatios 
dependeth  thereon:  fuch  is  the  flyle  and  tenor  thereoff 
plainly  fuch  as  becometh  the  fovereign  Lord  of  all  to  ule> 
when  he  fliall  pleafe  to  proclaim  his  mind  and  will  unto 
us.  It  freeth  us  from  laborious  and  anxious  inquirieii 
from  cndlcfs  difputes  and  janglings,  irom  urging  inef{e£h]il 
arguments,  and  anfwering  crofs  difficulties,  &c.  It  doth 
alfo  aflert  itfelf  and  approve  its  truth  to  the  reafon  of  man 
the  moft  advantageoufly  that  can  be;  with  proofs  moft 
fuitable  to  itfelf,  and  in  themfelves  moft  efie£tual;  Swag- 
ing thofe  inferior  methods  of  fubtile  aigumentation  and 
plaufible  language  with  which  men  are  wont  to  con- 
firm or  fet  off  their  conceits ;  which  how  weak  they  are, 
how  unfit  to  maintain  truth,  their  unfuccefsfulnefs  doth 
evince ;  feeing  by  thofe  means  fcarce  any  man  hath  been 
able  thoroughly  either  to  fettle  himfelf  in  or  to  draw 
others  to  a  full  perfualion  concerning  any  important  truth, 
difcofted  from  fenfe:  fuch  methods  therefore  the  Chnf- 
tian do£lrine  hath  waved,  (or  rather  flighted,  as  beneath 
itfelf,)  applying  arguments  to  the  demonftration  of  its 
truth,  far  more  potent,  more  fublime,  and  indeed  truly 

^  Quae  quidem  tradita  funt  brcviter,  ac  nude ;  nee  enim  deccbat  aliter,  ut 
cum  Dcus  ad  hominem  loqueretur,  argumentis  aifereret  fuas  voces,  tanquam 
fides  ci  non  haberetur,  fed  ut  oportuit  eft  locutus,  quafi  rerum  omaiam 
maximus  judex,  cujus  non  eft  argumentari^  fed  pronunciare  vcrum.  Laff, 
iii.  1. 

?  Legant  noftra^^iuam  excellenter  quam  divine,  non  tanquam  ex  philufo- 
phoruro  concertationibus  ftrepere,  fed  tanquam  ex  oraculis  et  Dei  nubibus 
intonare.     Aug.  Je  Civ.  Dei,  ii.  19. 


tjf  the  Excellency  of  the  Chriflian  Religion.      371 

diYinej  befide  its  intrinfic  worth,  or  the  excellency  fhining  SERM. 
in  itfelf,  (which  fpeaketh  it  worthy  of  God,  and  goeth    XVL 
more  than  half  way  in  proving  it  to  proceed  from  him,) 
Acre  is  no  kind  of  attcftation  needful  or  proper,  which 
God  hath  not  afforded  thereto ;  God  is  in  himfelf  invifible 
and  undifcemible  to  any  fenfe  of  ours,  neither  could  we 
endure  the  luftre  and  glory  of  his  immediate  prefence ;  it 
■   muft  be  therefore  by  effects  of  his  incommunicable  power, 
bf  works  extraordinary  and  fupematural,   (fuch   as   no 
creature  can  perform  or  counterfeit,)  that  he  muft,  if  ever, 
convincingly  iignify  his  purpofe  or  pleafure  to  us ;  and 
fiich  innumerable  hath  God  vouchiafed  to  yield  in  favour 
and  countenance  of  our  religion;  by  clearly  predicting 
and  prefigniiying  the  future  revelation  of  this  do6lrine  by 
ezprefs  voices  and  manifefl  apparitions  from  heaven,  by 
iidpending  and  thwarting  the  courfe  of  natural  caufes  in 
many  ways  and  inftances,  by  miracles  of  providence  no 
lefs  remarkable  than  thofe  of  nature,  by  internal  atteAa- 
tions  to  the  minds  and  confciences  of  men ;  things  too 
great  ffightly  to  be  pafled  over,  and  the  particular  mention 
of  which  I  muft  therefore  now  omit ;  by  fuch  wonderful 
means,  I  lay,  hath  God  taken  care  to  convince  us,  that 
our  religion  came  from  him,  which  is  a  peculiar  advan- 
tage that  it  hath,  fuch  as  no  other  inftitution  (except  that 
of  the  Jews,  which  was  a  prelude  thereto,  and  whofe 
truth  ferveth  to  confirm  it)  can  reafonably  pretend  unto } 
and  a  great  perfedion  it  is  thereof,  fince  as  it  is  no  fmall 
content  to  a  traveller,  by  a  direction  which  he  can  fully 
confide  in,  to  know  that  he  is  in  the  right  way  to  his 
jonmey's  end ;  fo  it  cannot  but  prove  an  exceeding  fatis- 
h&ion  and  encouragement  to  us  to  be  aifured,  by  infalli- 
ble teftimony  of  God  himfelf,  that  our  religion  is  the  true 
and  direft  way  unto  eternal  happinefs. 

Thefe  confiderations  may,  I  conceive,  be  fufficient,  as  to 
vindicate  our  reli^on  from  all  afperiions  caft  upon  it  either 
by  inconfiderate  and  injudicious,  or  by  vain  and  diffolute 
perlbns ;  fo  to  confirm  us  all  in  the  efteem,  and  incite  us 
to  the  pra£tice  thereof;  which  ufe  of  them  God  in  his 
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.  mercy  grant,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord;  to  wlioni 
for  ever  be  all  praife.     Amen. 

),     Now  the  God  of  grace,  wha  hath  called  US  unto  Ids  tta-  \ 
nal  glury   hy   Chriji  Jefus  —  make  you   perfe&,  ftablifii,  \ 
flTeiigtbtn,  fattle  you;  la  him  he  glory  and  dominion/or 
ever  and  crer.     Amen. 

Now  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi,  himfdf,  and  God,  evili  ovr 
Vather,  which  hath  loved  us,  and  hath  given  us  everla/Hvg 
canf Illation  and  good  hope  through  grace,  comfort  yoKr 
hearts,  atidjiahiifh  you  in  every  gnod  word  and  work. 


2Mb  in  3efu0  Cddtt,  &c. 


SERMON    XVII. 


THAT  JESUS  IS  THE  TRUE  MESSIAS. 


Acts  ix.  22. 
Proving  that  this  is  the  very  Chrift. 


<iS  for  the  name  of  Meffias,  there  is  evident  reafon  why  Bat  Stcd 
H  (hould  not  be  openly  exprefled  in  the  ancient  pre- the  more 
^dions;  it  being  an  eafy  thing  for  any  perfons,  out  ofintkicoph, 
impofture  or  wantonnefs^  to  have  aflumed  that  name;  and  founded 
Confequently  it  would  not  have  fuited  fo  jvell  the  tnie^^.|J^^ 
perfon.     It  was  therefore  more  expedient,  that  his  name  dwelt  at 
fhould  rather  only  be  covertly  figniiied  or^ intimated ;  it  proving*"* 
'Was  fufficient  that  a  name  (hould  be  impofed  on  him  well  'hat  this  ii 
agreeing  to  his  office  and  chief  performances.    There  be  chritt 
indeed  feveral  names  attributed  to  the  Meflias ;  Theyjhall  ^"fi^'  ^* 
call  his  name  Emanuel,  faid  Ifaiah;   This  is  his   fiame,  lla.  vii.  14. 
whereby  hejhall  be  called.  The  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs,  (^^-'{^.•"^"e^ 
hovah  tfidkenu;)  and,  His  name  Jhall  be  called  Wonderful, 
Counjelhr,  The  mighty  God,  The  everlajiing  Father,  The 
Prince  of  Peace,  fiud  If^h  again ;  but  it  is  apparent,  that 
thefe  were  not  intended  to  be  fo  much  his  proper  names, 
as  attributes  or  epithets  congruous  unto  him  in  regard  to 
the  eminency  of  his  perfon  and  performances. 

The  Prophet  Zechariah  feemeth  alfo  (infilling  in  the  ^cch.  vi. 
fbotfteps  of  Ifaiah  and  Jeremiah)  to  affign  him  the  nameirjv.s'.xU. 
Nctfer,  (or  the  Branch;)  Behold  the  man  uhofe  name  is  T^e"^"- *.""*' 

B  b  3  Matt.  ii.  aa. 
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S  RRM.  Branch :  but  this  only  denoted  an  appellation  fmting  luDif 
XVII.    as  derived  from  the  flock  of  David,  and  might  befide  myf- 
tically  allude  to  fome  circumflance  concerning  him.    It 
doth  not  therefore  appear,  that  the  one  proper  name,  by 
which  the  Meflias,  as  the  Son  of  man,  fhould  be  known 
and  called,  is  diredly  forementioned  ;  yet  it  is  reafonabk 
to  fuppofe,  that  God  would  have  an  efpecial  care,  that  he 
fhould  have  one  befitting  him.     It  was  one  of  the  fevcn 
things  which  the  Talmudifls  fay  were  conflituted  before 
the  world  :  the  lau/,  repentance,  paradife,  /lell',  the  thr<m 
of  glory,  the  fanShiary,  the  name  of  the  Meffias;  accord- 
ing to  that  in  the  feventy-fecond  Pfalm,  ver.   17.  ArI» 
folem  primum  nomen  ejus  ;  fo  it  feems  they  read  it :  the 
IjXX.  have  it,  Tpo  t«  ^x/tf  $ia|u.sva  to  SvoyLd  aurS, 

It  was  anciently  a  method  of  Divine  Providence  to  im- 
pofe  upon  perfons  (deflinated  by  God  to  be  efpecial  fub- 
je£ts  of  his  favour  and  eminent  miniflers  of  his  glory) 
names  anfwerable  to  the  nature  of  their  employment,  or 
to  the  defign  which  was  by  their  means  and  miniflry  to 
be  accomplifhed.    Whereby  as  God's  care  and  providence 
over  human  affairs  was  declared,  fo  men  upon  the  mention 
of  fuch  names  were  admoniflied  to  confider  the  divine  be- 
nefits, and  the  duties  correfpondent  to  them.     The  parti- 
cular reafon  of  impofing  fuch  names  is  fometime  exprefsly 
Gen.  iv.as.fet  down ;  as  in  the  cafes  of  Seth,  Abraham,  Ifrael,  Solo- 
xxxiifas,    ™^"  5  fomeume  it  feems  tacitly  implied,  the  actions  of 
1  Chr.xxii.the  perfons  interpreting  the  reafon  of  their  names,  as  in 
Gen.  xiii.    Mclchizedek,   Jofhua,   Malachi,  and  perhaps    in   many 
If-     ..      others. 

This  method  with  great  reafon  we  may  fuppofe  that 
the  fame  divine  wifdom  would  ufe  in  afligning  a  name  to 
John  X.  36.  that  Perfon,  whom  from  the  beginning  of  things  he  had 
promifed,  and  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  had  de- 
figned  to  fanftify  and  fend  into  the  world,  for  achieving 
the  mofl  high  and  excellent  defign  that  ever,  for  the  glory 
of  God  and  the  good  of  his  creation,  was  to  be  undertaken 
in  this  world.  Mod  fit  it  would  be,  that  God  himfelf 
{hould  be  his  god-father;  that  he  fliould  have  no  ordi- 
nary, no  cafual^  no  infignificant  name ;  but  fuch  an  one, 
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'hjch  being  heard  might  inftru£i  and  admoniih  us^  might  SERM. 
aife  iii  UB  a  fenfe  of  God's  infinite  mercy  and  bounty  to-    ^Y^f- 
<^rd  us ;  might  breed  love  in  our  hearts,  and  imprefs  ve- 
leration  on  our  minds  toward  him,  who  fhould  bear  that 
•ufpicious  and  comfortable  name;  that  name,  which  as 
he  fpoufe  of  the  myftical  Solomon  in  her  myftical  fong, 
lid  fing,  is  as  an  ointment  poured  forthj  ftdl  of  mod  Cant.  i.  3. 
Mrbolefome  and  moft  pleafant  fragrancy. 

Now  fince  of  all  the  Meffias's  performances  none  was  if.  xxv.  9. 
to  be  more  fignal,  than  that  of  faving ;  to  publifti,  to  pur-  "i'^'/'gg 
chafe,  to  efled  falvation,  were  to  be  .(according  to  whatixiu.  1.  iv. 
the  Prophets  exprefsly  and  frequently  fay)  his  peculiar  fj^Y"/ J 'i|J* 
^Y>rk8 :  fo  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world  was  (as  we  before  ]f  • 
touched,  according  to  the  common  opinion  of  the  Jews)  azech.  ix.  9. 
proper  attribute  of  his.  ^°^°  '^-  *^- 

Wherefore  the  name  Jefus  (which  we  are  told  in  the 
Gofpel  was  by  cBredion  from  God  imparted  by  particular 
revelation,  brought  by  an  archangel  from  heaven,  impofed 
OQ  our  Lord)  did  very  well  fuit  the  Mefiias.    No  other  Mate.  i.  91. 
lame  could  be  more  fweet  or  acce^ble ;  no  other  name  ^ 
NMld  better  become  him,  who  was  to  redeem  men  from 
ill  4beir  enemies,  their  flaveries,  their  errors,  their  fins, 
bdrmiferies. 

It  was  indeed  a  name  not  in  its  immediate  application 
ItogMher  new,  for  many  others  had  borne  it :  Jefus,  theCol.  iv.  n. 
QB  of  Juihis,  we  have  mentioined  in  St.  Paul;  Jefus  the 
cm  of  Sirach,  that  excellent  writer,  we  know ;  and  divers 
idiers  fo  named  occur  ih  Jofephus  :  yet  was  it  queiKonlefs 
fj  God's  providence,  or  by  Mofes,  by  divine  in(tin£i:^  firft  Bafil.  iren. 
iiodttced  with  relation  to  the  Meffias ;  Mofes  called  OJhea  ^^^^  ^Hi. 
^T^fi  of  Nun  Jehofhua,  faith  the  text :  being  in  a  myde-  ^^* 
ioiis  exchange  from  a  former  name  afligned  to  the  famous 
fefbs  (as  not  only  Bendlirach,  but  the  Ap6fUe  to  the  He-  Eccius.xl¥i. 
ftws  write  him)  the  fon  of  Nun,  who  of  all  the  ancient  L' .   . 
ipes  did  mofl  exa£Uy  (in  office  and  performance)   re- 
Fttfent  and  prefignify  the  Meffias ;  being,  as  Benfirach 
leaks,  great  for  the  faving  of  God!  s  ele6t  f  whdfe  adions 
•  Wdftderfidfy  congrtious  to  thofe  which  we  attribute 
<mr  JeftM.    iPor,  by  the  way,  to  ihew  the  refeiablanoe, 
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•  (omiliing  lefii,  and  more  nice  congruilics,)  os  JoduudJ 
bring  ilie  good  report,  and  cvangt'lixed  concctntDg  ll 

■  promifcd  land,  (when  other  fuH'c  or  faint  inquirers  t)cfzim| 
il,  and  difcoiiragcd  llie  people  from  entering;)  a»  he  wif 
educated  under  Mofes,  and  ferved  liim  futlhrully  ;  «  b 
fucccedtd  in  the  ad  mini  A  rat  ion  and  govcmaicntof  Gotfi 
people,  per&'£ting  what  Mufe*  had  l^cguo  of  dclirenKn 
and  feillemcnt  to  them  ;  as  he  brought  the  irracliiu 
that  old  diibclieving,  mutinous,  and  repining  gcneraliot^ 
but  a  new  progeny  of  belter  dii'pofcd  people)  tinally  at 
of  tlie  wildernefs  into  Canaan,  by  God's  miruculous  ii£Gfi> 
ance,  fubduing  llieir  enemies,  and  eftablifliing  ll»m 

•  a  quiet  poCTetrion  of  the  promii<:d  land,  allotting  unto  ci 
tribe  its  inheritance ;  and  at  he  did  rv-circunicil'c  1 
children  of  Ifrael:  fo  did  our  heavenly  Jclu»  firfi  nn 

a  true  and  faithful  difcovery  concerning  the  myfiiciil  linl 
of  promife  (thai   letter  country)   flowing  with  Ipiri 
milk,  and  honey,  (abundant  with  all  fpiritual  coniFori* 
pleafures,  for  llic  food,  fufleiiance,  and  refreflinicnt  of  ow 

'   fouls.)    He  was  boriMinder  the  Law,  and  fubniitted  tuitt 
injun^ons,  fulfilling  all  righieoufnefs.     He  furvivnJ  ti, 

,.  (the  part  of  il  which  was  purely  Mofaical  and  artuirut) 
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il  luftories)  18  the  Chrift,  is  the  principal  article  of  pure  ^^^' 
uth ;  the  moft  peculiar  doftrine  of  our  religion  as  fuch,  ' 

ind  as  diftin£i  from  all  other  religions :  it  indeed  virtually 
somprehends  all  other  doSrines  of  moment  therein,  re- 
gprding  either  faith  or  pra6Uce.     For  that  our  being  per- 
ftnded  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrijl^  implies,  that  we  apprehend 
OQifelveB  obliged   to   embrace  for  truth  whatever  was 
taught  by  him  and  his  Apoftles,  to  obey  all  his  laws,  to 
idy  upon  him  for  attainment  of  all  the  mercies,  and  bleiT- 
iigB^  and  rewards,  which  he  promifed  to  difpenfe,  in  that 
order  and  upon  thofe  terms,  which  the  Gofpel  declareth. 
Whence  to  the  hearty  belief  of   this  point  fuch  great 
comroendations^are  given,  fo  high  rewards  are  offered,  fo 
excellent  privileges  are  annexed  in  the  Scriptures.  Whence 
alfo  the  declaring,  provingj  and  perfuading  this  do6lrine 
was  the  chief  matter  of  the  Apoftles'  preaching,  as  both 
their  profeffion  and  pra£iice  do  (hew.     The  Jews,  faith 
St  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  require  ajigtiy  and  the  Greeks . 
JeA  after  wifdom;  but  we  preach  Chrijl^  that  was  crucified. 
And,  I  determined,  fdth  he  again  of  himfelf,  not  to  know}.^^^''^'^' 
imy  thing  among  you,  (that  is,  not  to  difcover  any  other 
koowlec^,  not  to  infift  on  any  other  fubjc£l,)  fave  Jefus 
Ckrifi,  even  him  that  was  crucified.  This,  St.  John  tells  us, ««'  '•*^^ 
was  the  drift  of  his  writing  the  Gofpel,  (which  is  a  more  •'•*^'"**''' 
extenfive  and  durable  way  of  preaching.)     Thefe  things,  ^^^^  **• 
fiuth  he,  were  written,  that  ye  may  believe  that  Jefus  is  the 
Chfifi.     And  their  pra£Uce,  fuitable  to  fuch  profeflions,  is 
apparent  in  divers  paflages  of  this  Book,  wherein  their 
aAs  and  their  difcourfes  are  reported.    This  text  particu- 
larly reprefents  the  fcope  to  which  St.  Paul  mainly  di- 
re&ed  his  preaching,  which  was  the  maintenance  and 
perfiiafion  of  this  point,  that  Jefus  is  tfie  Chrifi. 

It  is  therefore  very  requifite,  that  we  fliould  well  under- 
ftand  the  meaning  thereof,  and  that  we  (Iiould  firmly  be 
perfuaded  of  its  truth.  To  which  purpofe  I  (hall  endea- 
9€fVLT,  by  God's  afMance,  to  imitate  St.  Paul's  praftice 
here,  who  did  0Tijx^i£sc|ay,  (that  is  the  Greek  word  here, 
SgnMying  primarily  to  put  or  bring  things  together,  and 
thence  in  a  way  of  coUeAion  or  argumentation  to  teach,) 
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SERM.  who^  I  lay,  did  infl:ru£l  his  auditors,  colle&ing  it 
XVH.    teftimonies  of  ancient  Scripture,  and  confirming  it  by 
gumenis  grounded  thereon.     In  performing  which  I 
obier\'e  this  method : 

1.  I  (hall  explain  the  notion  and  reafon  of  this 
or  title,  Chrifu 

2.  I  (hall  (hew  (that  which  is  here  tacitly  fu] 
that  there  was  by  God's  appointment  to  be,  or  to 
into  the  world  from  God,  one  Perfon,  fignally  that,  whiGtr' 
this  name  or  title  imports,  6  X^iro;,  the  very  Ckrift. 

3*  I  (hall  argue  that  Jeftis  was  that  Perfon. 
4.  I  fliall  explain  in  what  manner,  in  what  refpefts,  to; 
what  purpofes,  Jefusy  in  the  New  TeihUnent,  is  repie* 
fented  as  Chrtft. 

5*  I  (hall  make  fome  pradical  application  of  the  point. 

John  i.  31.      I.  For  the  firft  particular.     Chrift  is  a  name,  or  titk^ 

IV.  44.  importing  office  and  dignity ;  being  the  fame  with  Mef- 
(ias,  that  in  Greek,  this  in  Hebrew,  figniiying,  the  Anoint- 
ed; the  which  appellation  we  find  attributed  to  feveral 
perfons  upon  the  following  ground :  Of  ancient  times,  in 
the  eaftem  countries,  (abounding  as  with  good  oil,  fo 
with  many  delicate  odoriferous  fpices,)  it  feems  generally 

1  Kings  xix.  to  have  been  the  manner,  (as  from  Hazael  the  Syrian  hii 
being  anointed  may  probably  be  collefted,)  it  was  how- 
ever fuch  among  the  Jews,  to  feparate  or  confecrate  per- 
fons, and  things  alfo  I  might  add,  defigned  to  any  great 
or  extraordinary  employment,  by  anointing  them  with 
ointments  compofcd  of  thofe  ingredients ;  they  fymboliz- 
ing,  or  denoting  thereby,  as  it  feems,  both  a  plentiful 
effufion  upon  them  of  gifts  and  faculties  qualifying  them 
for  fuch  fervices ;  and  alfo  a  comfortable  and  pleafant  dif- 
fufion  of  good  and  grateful  effefts  expected  from  them; 
(from  the  ufe  of  things,  the  performances  of  perfons  thus 
fanftified.)  Thy  namey  faith  the  fpoufe  in  the  Canticles, 
is  as  an  ointment  poured  forth  ;  that  is,  thy  name  is  very 

Pf.  cxxxiii.  delightful,  very  acceptable.  And,  Behold^  faith  David, 
commending  brotherly  love  and  concord,  how  good  and 
pleafant  a  thing  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  uni- 
ty ;  it  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head,  thai  ran 
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mm  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron* s  hard:  fo  good  and  S£RM. 
Ijcalant  were  thofe  employments  hoped  to  be,  to  which    XVII. 
1^  were  by  fuch  unAion  inaugurated.     We  find  elpe-  ' 

ally  three  forts  of  perfons,  to  whom  this  confecration 
lid^  by  divine  appointment^  belong ;  Kings,  Priefts,  and 
hophets;  perfons  by  whofe.  miniftry  God  of  old  did 
fpnage  his  intercourfe  with  men,  in  governing  them  and 
Hmmunicating  his  bleffings  to  them,  both  in  an  ordinary 
my  (fo  he  ufed  kings  and  priefis)  and  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  therein  he  employed  prophets;  which  forts  of 
perlbns  are  therefore  ftyled  God's  anointed;  kings  and 
piefls  more  frequently,  but  fometimes  alfo  prophets ;  as 
B  that  of  the  Pfalm ;  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my  pf.  cr.  15. 
pfvpheis^  no  harm;  where  prophets  and  the  anointed  oP^^^' 
God  do  feem  to  denote  the  fame  thing,  and  one  to  ex- 
pound the  other :  however  they  belong  to  the  fame  per- 
fimsj  for  Abraham,  whom  together  with  the  other  patri- 
aidis  thofe  words  concern,  is  exprefsly  called  a  prophet. 
(Itfbw  therefore,  faith  the  text,  reftore  the  man  his  wife;  for  Gen.  xx.  ;• 
he  is  a  prophet,  and  lie  Jhall  pray  for  thee,  and  t/iou  Jhalt 
iuv.)  And  that  Ifaac  was  a  prophet,  the  Apoftle  to  the 
Hebrews  intimates,  faying ;  By  faith  Ifaac  bleffed  Jacob  ^f^^-^i-^o. 
cad  Efau  concerning  thingeith-come.  The  fame  is  plain  of 
Jacob,  who  before  his  death  uttered  njany  great  and  re- 
JDsrkable  predidions.  The  patriarchs  therefore  probably  as 
prophets  were  ftyled  God*s  anointed.  But  to  remark  fome- 
what  of  thefe  great  offices,  and  their  anointing  fingly : 

For  priefts,  although  at  firft  all  the  fons  of  Aaron  were 
thus  Gonfecrated,  according  to  that  law  in  £xodus.  Thou  Ezod.  zzz. 
Mi  anoint  Aaron,  and  his  fons,  that  they  may  minifter  x^r^^'^w. 
unio  me  in  the  prie/l's  office;  yet  the  Jewifli  mafters  tell^i^c.  ii.  i, 
lu^  that  afterward  in  all  the  courfe  of  times  only  the  high-  de  Succ.^  H*. 
prieft  was  fo  confecrated.    Whence  by  the  anointed,  or  9-  .   . 
iie  prieft  that  is  anointed,  is,  fay  they,  meant  the  high-  5, 16.  ▼!. 
>rieft^  in  diftinftion  from  other  inferior  priefts.  ^^* 

For  kings,  the  Jevcrifh  do£iors  alfo  (as  Mafter  Sclden 
iqxHta)  do  tell  us,  that  fuch  of  them,  who  in  a  legal,  -^  ^  ^^^^^ 
>iderly9  and  unqueftioned  courfe  of  right  did  fuccccd  into  nC/^ri  SuV 
be  kii^gdom^  were  not  themfelves  in  perfon  anointed,  ^^^^•. 
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SERM.  (they  being  conceived  to  derive  a  fufficieDt  conlec 

XVll,    from  their  anceftors ;)  but  all  thofe,  who  in  an  extn 

2  Kings  II.  """"y  "'"y  ^y  ^P^c'^^  defignation,  (as  Saul^  David, 

3.  li.  1  J.     Hazacl,)  or  upon  a  doubtful  and  controverted,  or  op 

ii"l%9.     ti'l^i  (iis  Solomon  and  Joas,}  did  allume  the  royal cl 

wLTc   ihus   initiated :   (how  ancient   alfo   the  cuflo 

anointing  princes  was,  may  be  feen  from  that  exprefl 

Judgciin.B.  Jmham's  parable;  The  trees  u-eJil  Jorlh  to  anoint  c 

over  them,  and  ikey  Jbtd  to  the  olive  tree.  Reign  thoi 

Vi.) 

As  for  prophets,  we  do  not  find  that  they  were 
monly,  or  according  to  ordinary  rule,  anointed ;  bi 
pliiiii  indance  we  have  of  Kliiha,  fubflituted  to  Elijah 
I  Kinp  chief  of  prophets  in  his  time,)  in  this  manner:  £ 
' '^'  "*■  it  is  laid  by  God,  the  fon  of  Shaphat,  Jhalt  thou  ani 
be  prophet  in  thy  room  i  who  was  thus  confecrated, 
bitbly,  becaufe  he  was  to  be  a  prophet  more  than  ord 
endued  with  higher  gifts,  and  defigned  to  greater  ai 
than  common  prophets  were  then ;  or  perhaps  b< 
he  was  to  be  the  archprophet,  or  head  of  the  propb 
that  lime. 

irtlier  obfcrvc,  that  fonie  pcrfom 
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Aof  thefe  charges  and  fiinftions ;  an  extraordinary  king,  SERM* 
!^t  great  prieft^  or  an  eminent  prophet ;  or  one,  in  whom    XVII. 
HUber  more  or  all  of  thefe  did  concur.     So  much  may 
f^be  for  the  notion  and  reafon  of  this  title,  Chrift. 
\fl\n  Now  that  there  was  a  Perfon  fupereminently  en- 
itad  with  all  thefe  charaders,  (a  Chrift  in  all  thefe  re- 
yflij)  decreed  by  God  in  due  time  to  come  into  the 
Imld  for  accompUfhment  of  the  greateft  purpofes  anfwer- 
Me  to  that  title,  (for  the  in(lru6tion  and  reformation  of 
the  world,  for  the  ere£ling  and  managing  an  univerfal  and 
pcipettial  kingdom,  for  the  reconciliation  and  benediction 
rf  mankind,  for  the  reduction  of  all  nations  to  the  ac- 
biowledgment  of  God,  and  obedience  to  his  will,  and 
hope  in  his  mercy,)  many  exprefs  paflfages  in  the  ancient 
Bcripture  declare. 

That  fuch  a  prophet  fhould  be  fent,  Mofes  in  exprefs 
terms  foretold :  The  Lord  thy  God,  faith  he,  Jfiall  raife  up  ^^^  "▼i"- 
Milo  ikee  a  prophet  from  the  midft  of  thee,  of  thy  brethren,  joim  i.  4S. 
Uif  nnto  me;  unto  himjhall  ye  hearken :  and,  /  will,  faith ^^J'j]' *^* 
God  himfelf,  raife  them  up  a  prophet  from  among  their 
brethren,  like  unto  thee ;  and  I  will  put  my  words  into  his 
mmth,  and  he  Jhall  fpeak  unto  them  all  that  I  Jhall  com^ 
mtmd  him,  &c.  which  words  plainly  defcribe  a  very  extra- 
ordinary prophet  fome  time  to  come,  who  was  (iignally 
md  efpeciaUy,  beyond  all  other  prophets)  to  refemble 
Mofes;  who  confequently  was  to  accompli(h  high  de- 
igns, and  to  achieve  wonderful  a^ ;  to  conduct  and  de- 
Kyer  God's  people,  to  reveal  God's  mind  and  will,  to  pro- 
mnlge  a  new  law,  and  eftablifh  a  new  covenant ;  fo  his 
nfemUing  Mofes  doth  imply,  fo  his  miflion  doth  fignify ; 
(for  why,  if  he  were  not  intended  for  the  performance  of 
femewhat  great  and  new,  even  beyond  what  Mofes  did, 
AK>i]ld  be  be  defigned  fo  formally ;  what  need  or  reafon 
had  there  been  of  his  miflion,  after  Mofes?)  and  fo  the 
later  prophets  do  interpret  the  great  Lawgiver's  words : 
whe  largely  predid:  concerning  one,  ordained  by  God  to 
oome,  who  (hould  eminently  difcharge  all  parts  of  the 
pY^riietical  fun£tion;  who  (hould  difclofe  new  truths  tojer.  xzxi. 
nmi,  (hould  [ntxdaim  a  new  law  to  the  world,  (hould  ^^' 
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SERM.  eftablifli  a  new  covenant  with  the  htmfe  oflfraely  aii 
XVII.    all  people;  who  fhould  propagate  the  knowledj 

4fa.  xMix.  8.  worfhip  of  God,  enlightening  the  Gentiles,  and  c 

ing  them  unto  God;  who  ihould  inftruft  the  ig 

ftrengthen  the  faint,  comfort  the  afflifted ;  accor 

divers  paflages  concerning  him ;  as,  for  inftance, 

Ifa.  ixi.  i.    Ifaiah,  cited  by  St.  Luke :  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
Luke  IT.  18.^^.  l^f^^pg  fflg  i^fi  i^Qii^  anointed  me  to  preai 

tidings  unto  the  meek;  he  hath  fent  me  to  hind 
brokenhearted — and  that  in  the  fame  Prophet  aUlt 
Ifa.  xiii.  1.  St.  Matthew;  Behold  my  Jeruanty  whom  I  uphol 
J  8,  *"*  efcfl,  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth;  I  have  put  w 
upon  him ;  }ieJhaU  bring  forth  judgmefit  unto  the  C 
he  Jhall  not  cry^  &c,  which  being  anointed  to 
tidings  and  to  bring  forth  judgment  from  •God 
elefted  and  infpired  by  God  in  order  tofuch  perfon 
are  peculiar  marks  of  a  prophet;  fuch  promulg 
God's  will,  fuch  miniftration  of  direAion  and  < 
from  God,  are  the  proper  employment  of  a  proph 
is,  of  an  efpecial  agent  fent  and  qualified  by  God  t 
afik  fpiritual  affairs  with  men,  and  to  declare  or  d< 
his  pleafure  to  them. 

The  ancient  Scriptures  do  alfo  plainly  fignify  c 

Acts  ii  .)6.  ing  the  fame  perfon,  that  he  fliould  be  a  great  Prir 

ftituted  by  God  to  govern  his  people  for  ever  in  rig 

Luke  i.  7i,nefs,  peace,  and  profperity ;  endued  with  power  1 

'*'  for  delivering  them  from  oppreffion  and  flavery ;  1 

duing  their  enemies,  for  reducing  the  nations  un< 

Ifa.  IX.  6.   jeAion  unto  God.     So  Ifaiah  :  For  unto  us  a  child 

xvi.  *5.^°     wn/o  us  afon  is  given;  and  the  government  Jhall  be  ; 

Jhoulders — Of  the  increafe  of  his  government  an 

there  Jliall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  David,  a\ 

his  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  ejiablijh  it  with  jn 

Jer.  xxiii.  5.  aTirf  With  jttftice  for  ever.     Jeremiah:  Behold,  ti 

XXX.  8.  ^    come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  raife  unto  David  < 

eous  Branch,  and  a  King  Jhall  reign  and  prof  per,  ai 

execute  judgment  and  juftice  in  the  earth :    in  h 

E/ek.        Judah  Jhall  be  faved,  and  Ifrael  Jhall  dwell  J'afeh 

XXXIV.  22,  j^^j .  J  u/illfave  my  flock,  theyfliall  be  no  more  a 
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nd  Iwiit/et  up  anejhepherd  over  them,  and  he  Jhalljeed  SERM, 
limi — thof  Jhalt  ttlfo  walk  in  my  Jlalutes,  and  abferve  my    XVII. 
tmtutet,  and  do  tkem.     Daniel :  Ifaw  in  the  night  vifions,  ^,^y. 
wd,  beholdtone  like  the  Son  of  man  came  with  the  clouds  of"*''''-  *■>. 
igaven,  and  came  to  the  Ancient  of  days — And  there  was^j',sc. 
jiueti  Aim  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  lliat  c// 1*«- *''-»'• 
taofiU,  and  nations,  and  languages  Jhall  ferve  him:   his*i. 
loaunivn  is  an  everlqfiing  dominion,  uhich  Jhall  not  pafi 
way,  and  kia  kingdom  that  which  Jhall  not  be  dejiroyed. 
Sofea:  The  children  of  Ifrael Jhall  return,  and  feek  the Wotiu.i. 
Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king  j  and  Jhall  fear  ike 
Lard  and  bis  goodnefs  in  the  latter  days.    The  Pfalmifl : 
I  kavejet  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  ofSion;  ajk  ofme,p(ti,\x,t,t, 
OMd  I  will  give  thee  the  ultermoji  parts  of  the  earth  for  'Ay '""',"  V 
ps^^on.     In  thefe  and  in  many  other  places  do  the  Pro-  Uxxii.  a, 
Jibeti  fpeak  (very  perfjMCuoufly  and  tnagniGcently)  con-  "l^J||  ,^ 
CCTuing  the  kingdom,  royal  ftate,  and  princely  achieve- <■■ 
nats  of  this  great  perfoliate  who  Ihould  come. 

That  he  alfo  (hould  affume  and  execute  the  priefily  func- 
tioa  may  alfo  be  learned  Irom  prophetical  inilru£tion.   For 
of  him  Zechsriah  thus  fpake:  Behold  the  man  wkofe  name  zech.<ri.ia. 
uTte  Branch;  (a  name,  which  fo  often  (in  fenfe)  is  attri-'*"*^^ 
bated  to  this  Peribn,  as  fprouting  from  the  ftock  of  David ;) 
k^U  grow  up  out  of  his  place,  and  he  Jhall  btdld  the 
Imple  of  the  Lord;  and  he  Jhall  bear  the  glory,  and  Jhall 
JItf  and  rule  upon  his  throne  i  and  he  Jhall  be  a  prie/i  upon 
iif  throne;  and  the  counfel  of  the  Lord  Jhall  le  between 
Omn  both.    Of  him  alfo  David  fpake:  The  Lord  hathvs.cx.^. 
fiffom,  and  will  not  repent)  Thou  art  a  priejifor  ever  after 
tit  order  of  Melchizedek.    To  make  reconciliation  for  ini-  Dan.  iz.  94. 
^dtjf,  (which  Daniel  afcribes  to  him;}  to  bear  thejins  of  the 
ftofle,  and  to  make  intercaffion  for  the  tranfgrejfors,  (which 
■leaffigned  to  him  bylfaiah;)  are  alfo  performances,  from  ira.iiii.Ti. 
vluch  hiB  lacerdota]  office  may  be  coUc£ted. 

Thele  things  being  conGdered,  it  19  no  wonder  that  the 
IDcient  Jews  (although  the  text  of  Scripture  doth  feldom,  pr.  ilr.  7. 
perbups  not  oftener  than  once,  (in  the  ninth  of  Daniel,)  "■■  '"■  '* 
a{>Ufnily  and  diredly  apply  this  name  of  Chrill,  or  Mef- 
ias,  to  this  iUuftrknu  Perfon,  {0  prophelied  of  and  pro- 
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SERM.  mifed  to  come)  did  efpecially  aflign  this  title  unto  Ui 
XVII.   it  feeming  of  any  moft  congruous  and  moft  compithoi^S 

~'  five  of  what  appertained  to  him ;  moft  apt  to  denote  d|H 

the  prerogatives,  the  endowments,  the  achievements,  ikiM 
cffe&s,  which  (hould  belong  to  him,  or  proceed  from  hialB 
Whence  it  is  obferved  by  the  learned,  that  the  Chalden 
paraphrafe  (compofed,  as  they  fay,  before  Jefus  otfifl 
Lord's  time,  by  the  priefts,  as  an  interpretation  of  the  tiHf\ 
fo  exaSly  underftood  Hebrew  Scripture,  for  edification  aoi^| 
infiruftion  of  the  people)  doth  very  often  apply  unto  hii^J 
this  name  of  the  Meflias :  according  to  whofe  expofitkaM 
and  ftyle,  together  with  tracUtion  continually  dedncnM 
down  from  the  Prophets  themfelves,  (as  is  prohaUe,)  wi^l 
fee  plainly  from  the  New  Teftament,  and  from  other  UP  j 
tory  confpiring  therewith,  that  God's  people  unanimooflf  1  ] 
did  expe£l  a  perfon  under  this  name  and  notion,  wU^ 
fhould  be  endued  with  qualities  and  fliould  perform  afiions*  ] 
conformable  to  the  chara£ters  mentioned,  to  come  in  de-* 
terminate  time  into  the  world.     Of  Anna  the  prophetefs 

Luke  ii.  38.  it  is  faid,  that  Jhe  gave  (hanks  likewife  to  the  Lordy  and 

fpake  of  him  wao-i  toTj  9r^oo-$ep^ojXf voi;  Xt?r^a-iy,  to  all  that  fx- 

peSicd  redemption  in  Jenifalem.    Hence  when  St.  John 

the  Baptift  did  live,  and  teach  in  a  manner  extraordinary, 

LMkeWlib.the  people  did  expeSl,  and  all  men  mujed  in  their 
hearts  concerning  him,  whether  he  were  the  Chri/l.    Yci 

John  i.  19.  the  Jews  (that  is,  their  Senate,  or  great  Sanhedrim)  y«fir 
Prie/ls  and  Levites  to  inquire  of  him,  whether  he  were  the 
Chrift  or  no :  and  when  Jefus's  admirable  difcourfes  and 

John  vii.31.  works  had  convinced  divers  perfons,  they  faid,  JVhen 
Chrift  comesy  Jhall  he  do  greater  miracles  than  this  num. 
hath  done?  and  the  report  which  Philip  made  to  Na- 

John  i.  45.  thanael  concerning  Jefus  was  this ;  JVe  have  found  him,  of 
whom  Mofes  in  the  Law,  and  the  Prophets, did  write:  fo  at 

John  !▼.  42.  large  they  did  prefume  concerning  a  Chrift  to  come.  That 
they  particularly  did  conceive  he  fhould  be  a  great  pro- 
phet, who  fliould  abundantly  declare  God's  truth  and  will, 
may  be  gathered  from  divers  paflagesj  as  from  that  in 

John  ¥i.  11.  St.  John :  Men  therefore  feeing  the  miracle  that  Jefus  had 
done,  faid,  That  this  is  in  truth  the  prophet^  who  was  to 
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into  the  world.  Thus  may  that  in  St.  Luke  be  taken;  SERM. 
^Ad  there  came  a  fear  upon  all ;  and  they  glorified  God,    XVII. 
S^fMgy  That  the  great  prophet  is  rifen  up  among  us;  and,  LukcvH.ie. 
^tfkii  G^d  hath  vifited  his  people :  and  this  the  Samaritan 
Imnan  implied^  when  die  faid,  I  know  that  the  Me/fiasjohnlj.as. 
mmesj  and  when  hejhall  come,  he  will  tell  us  all  things.  That 
^cy  fuppoied  he  (hould  be  a  king,  who  (hould  be  fur- 
"iiflied-with  mighty  power,  and  {hould  perform  wonderful 
WU;  who  fliould  aflume  the  government  of  God's  people 
irith  royal  majefty,  and  execute  it  with  glorious  fuccefs,  is 
^Vioft  dear.    It  was  no  wonder  to  King  Herod  to  hear  the 
Nrffe  men's  inquiry,  Where  is  he  that  is  bom  King  of  the  Mm,  ii.  9, 
"iemtf  Upon  it  he  inmfiediately  demands  of  the  Scribes^' 
Ckrift  is  to  be  bom.  Hence  no  fooner  did  Nathanael 
in  Chrift,  but  he  cries  out,  Mq/ler,  thou  art  the  John  I.  so. 
*8m  of  God,  thou  art  the  King  oflfrael.  It  was  upon  this 
'ftppofition  that  the  priefts  grounded  their  calumny;  WeiAxYt  zxHi. 
'kne  found  this  man  perverting  the  nation,  and  forbidding^' 
-h  give  trilmie  to  Cuefar,  faying,  that  he  himfelfis  Chrifi, 
He  King ;  as  alfo  hence  (upon  information  and  by  inftinft 
fKxm  them)  Nate  afked  him  that  queftion.  Art  thou  /AeLukexii. 
Bug  of  the  Jews  P  hence  likewife  proceeded  that  accla- 
natioD;  EdXeyiifMMf  6  IpxPiuw^  /3M-i\fu;,  Bleffed  is  the  King, 
Aat  is  to  come  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.    And  it  was  from 
du  ancient  popular  prejucUce,  that  the  Apoftles  afked 
Jeifus  after  his  refurreftion^  Lord,  wUt  thou  at  this  time a^m i.e. 
fffiore  the  kingdom  to  IfraelP  It  is  indeed  the  ordinary 
tkle^  which  the  Talmudllls  and  ancient  Rabbins  give  the 
Ifeflhs,  Hammelech  Meffiah,  Meilias  the  King. 

That  the  Meifias  in  their  opinion  was  alfo  to  be  a  prieft, 
if  not  fo  clearly  apparent ;  yet  it  may  probably  be  in- 
finred:  that  they  underftood  the  i  loth  Pfalm  to  refped  the 
M eflSas  is  very  likely,  or  rather  certain,  from  that  pafTage 
in  the  Gofpel^  in  which  Jefus  afked  the  Pharifecs,  What  Matt.  zxu. 
think  ye  of  ChriftP  whofe  fon  is  he?  and  they  anfwering, ^•*' 
The  Son  of  David,  he  returned  upon  them  this  puzzling 
^pieftion ;  How  then  doth  David  in  thefpirit  (that  is,  pro- 
pheUcally)  call  him  Lord,  faying.  The  Lordfaid  unto  my 
Lord^  Sit  thou  on  my  right  handf  which  queftion  con- 

VOL.  iv.  c  c 
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SERM.  founded  them,  they  not  daring  to  deny  that  Plilm 
^^^^'   refpeft  the  Meffias^  (it  being  the  received  opinion 

the  Do&ors^)  nor  yet  feeing  how  the  relations  of  Son 
Lord  were  reconcileable :  and  admitting  that  Pfalm  «9l 
to  be  referred  unto  the  Meffias,  they  muft  confecpiea^ 

Pfal.  ex.  4.  acknowledge  him  to  be  a  pried ;  for  it  is  there  laid}  H 
Lord  hathfivorrij  and  will  not  repent^  Thou  art  a  prif/lfi 
ever  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek.  It  was  alfo  anopi 
nion  paffing  among  them,  that  the  Meifias  (hould  be  d 
Saviour  of  the  world,  as  may  be  collected  from  that  fig 

johniT.43.ing  of  the  Samaritans ;  JVe  have  heard  him  ourfebfttj^ 

Luke  ii.  38.^^^^  /Afl/  this  is  indeed  the  Chnji,  the  Saviour  of  H 

world :  which  being  their  opinion,  and  toward  the  iibi 
tion  of  men  it  being  needful  that  a  recondliation  of  thsi 
unto  God,  and  an  expiation  of  their  fins,  (which  are  IkoQ 
dotal  a£ts)  (hould  be  procured  by  him,  it  feems  to  fbOoi 
that  they  had  fome  -notion  of  his  prie/ihood.  Indeed  tl 
perfuafion  concerning  a  Meflias  to  come,  about  the  tia 
when  our  Lord  appeared,  became  diflufed  over  the  who 
caftem  parts ;  as  even  Pagan  hiftorians  (Tacitus  and  Su 
tonius)  do  report  **.  And  the  conceit  thereof  was  fo  vigo 
ous  in  the  Jews,  that  it  excited  them  to  rebellion,  and  a 
couraged  them  with  great  obftinacy  to  perfift  thereioi  j 
not  only  thofe  hiflorians,  but  Jofephus  himfelf  telleth  iu 
he  alfo  together  with  them  (which  is  foraewhat  (Irax^ 
referring  the  intent  of  thofe  prophecies,  and  the  verifyii 
of  that  opinion,  to  the  perfon  of  the  emperor  Vefpafia 
The  fame  conceit  did  then  likewife  occaiion  many  prcten 
ers  and  impoftors  (fuch  as  Theudas,  and  Judas  the  Galil 
an)  to  arife,  difpofing  alfo  the  people  fo  eafily  to  be  delude 


^  Percrebuerat  oriente  toto  vetus  et  conftans  opinio  cKe  in  fatis,  ut 
tempore  Judaea  profe6li  rerum  potirentur.    Sutt,  in  ^t/p, 

Pluribus  peifuaiio  inerat  antiquis  facerdotum  literis  contineri,  eo  ipfo  \e 
pore  fore,  ut  valefceret  oriens,  profcdique  Judaa  rerum  potirentur.    Tati 

*  Ti  i\  Wifav  muT»uf  fiuiXir»  Wf^f  ri*  9re>.i/i$f  }*  ;^(ifr/ft«f  oft^tCtktf  ifum 

£^|«f  riff   0iAi^»fff.— I2iiA.v  7  m/ui  rrit  ^i^i  OutnrmwtafS  «-«  Xiytev  nytfisMtv,  A 
}tix^'i*TCi  Ivt'litialaf  »vTtft(»T»f4f.     Jo/.  itXii^,  vi.  31. 
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ihf  them,  and  fo  readily  to  run  after  them,  as  they  did  to  SERM. 
^Aeir  own  barm.  XVII. 

Thus  according  to  the  ancient  Scriptures,  interpreted 

faid  backed  by  the  current  tradition  and  general  confent 

God's  people,  it  is  fufficiently  apparent,  that  a  Meflias 

ing  to  the  notion  premifed)  was  to  come  into  the 

»irand* 

III.  Now  farther,  that  Jefus,  whom  we  acknowledge, 

u  indeed  that  Meflias,  may  appear  plainly  from  the 

,perfe£k  correfpondency  of  all  circumfiances  belonging  to 

Ae  MefEas's  appearance,  and  of  all  charaflers  fuiting  his 

perfbn,  and  of  sdl  things  to  be  performed  by  him ;  toge- 

[  iher  with  whatever  was  to  be  confequent  upon  his  pre- 

S^fftoce  and  performances ;  according  to  ancient  preiignifi- 

f  -cations  and  predictions,  and  according  to  the  paflable  opi- 

jpwms.of  God's  people  concerning  him;  the  which,  as 

C*  :diey  cannot  poffibly  fuit  with  any  other  perfon  that  hath 

^-  -ytt  appeared,  or  may  reafonably  be  expefted  to  come 

.hereafiter,  fb  they  exa6Uy  agree  to  the  coming,  and  per- 

■folly  and  pra£tice,  and  fuocefs  of  Jefus. 

"Among  circumfiances  the  moft  confiderable  is  the  time; 

V^  the  which  (both  when  it  was  iaid  that  he  (hould  come, 

and  when  it  was  fit  that  he  (hould  come)  did  very  well 


_       to  Jefus.     But  when  the  fulnefs  of  time  was  come,  Gal.  i>.  4. 
Ood  fent  forth  his  Son,  &c.     Fulnefs  in  regard  to  ancient  A^'^V.'ie. 
|mdi£lion,  in  regard  to  fitnefs  of  ieafon.    For  as  the^^"-9o- 
MeflBas  was  to  ht  the  defire  of  all  nations,  fo  Jefus  did 
come  then,  when  by  fpecial  inftin6l  a  general  expectation 
and  defire  of  his  coming  was  raifed  in  the  world ;  at  the 
time,  when  the  Patriarch  Jacob  foretold  that  Shiloh  would  Gen.  xiix. 
came,  via.  when  the  fceptre  was  juft  departed  from  Judah,^' 
wad  a  Lawgiver  from  his  feet ;   Judea  being  brought 
under  the  dominion  of  Grangers ;  (fuch  were  the  Romans, 
fuch  was  King  Herod.)    About  the  expiration  of  DanieFs 
weeks,  (however  commenced  or  computed,)  the  time  de^  Dan.  u.  94. 
Urmined  tojmifh  tranfgrejffion,  and  to  make  an  end  of  fins, 
H  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to  introduce  ever- 
Iqfikig  righieoufhefs,  to  feal  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy, 
wsd  io  anoini  the  mo/i  Holy,  (as  the  Prophet  fpeaks.) 

oca 
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[.  Shorlly  before  the  dcftruftio"  of  Jera&lem,  ftccorda^  W 
that  of  Daniel ;  And  aflerjuily  and  two  wefiktJkaU  Me0iat 

J  lie  ait  off,  but  not  for  kimjelf;  and  the  people  of  I  he  printl 
that  Jhall  covte  fhall  dejitty  ike  city  and  the  fonAtian/. 
When  (hat  Zio'n,  out  of  whkh,  as  Ifaiah  iclls  m,  the  lam 
was  lo  go  forth ;  and  Diit  of  which  the  Riuieemer  flaiM 
tomt,  avd  turn  ungodUnefs  from  Jaiat,  did  fland  and  flou- 
rift.  When  the  lempk  did  (land,  which  the  prophctt 
Malachi  and  Haggai  did  prcdift  ihould  be  ilhiftniied  by 

,  the  prcrence  of  the  Meffiah  :  The  Lord,  whom  ye  Jerk, 
faith  Malachi,  Jhall  faddenttf  come  lo  hi-t  temple ;  et>m  Iht 

,  meffenger  of  Ike  covenant^  in  whom  ye  delight:  and,  I  wVi, 
faith  Haggai,  Jhake  all  nations,  and  the  di-fire  of  alt  no- 
lions  Jhall  come;  and  IwillJiU  ihii  houj'e  with  glory,  friik 
the  Lord :  the  glory  of  this  loiter  houfe  JknU  te  grtaltr 
than  the  glory  of  the  former,  faith  the  Lord  of  hoJ)s.  Be- 
fore  Jewry  was  defolaicil,  Jerufalem  dcftroyed,  the  tribra 
and  families  of  Ifrael  confounded,  all  that  people  wofully 
difpcrlcd,  and  in  a.  piilpablc  niantier  deferted  by  God. 
When    the  Jewifli  religion  (which   the  Mcflia*  wa»  to 

■j  complete)  was  by  a  numerous  acceflion  of  profclyws  £!• 


L    ^.,A  A\i!r..f^A    >U.^. 
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fcfled.  It  was  Porphyry's  objedionagainftChridianity,  and  SBRM. 
9  obvious  one,  why  Chrift  did  not  come  before,  but  in    XVII. 
tbe  latter  days ;  to  which  the  particular  fitnefs  of  this 
tioie  is  an  anfwer. 

Tbe  other  circumftances ;  the  family  out  of  which,  the 
pboe  where,  the  manner  in  which,  Jefus  was  bom,  did 
alfo  pundually  correfpond.     He  was  to  be  an  Ifraelite, 
toooiding  to  the  promife  made  of  old  to  Abraham,  that 
in  his  feed  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  Jhould  be  bleffed;  Gen.  xx\u 
and  according  to  Moies's  prophecy;  The  Lord* thy  God^^^ 
JmU  raife  up  unto  thee  a  prophet  from  the  midfi  of  thee  ^* 
9f  thy  brethren*    He  was  to  come  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gen.  xlix, 
Jadah ;  as  the  Patriarch  Jacob  in  his  lad  prophetical  rap-  ^'^f ^  3 
tare  did  by  various  expreflions  intimate  and  (ignify.     Par-  xxii.  i6. 
ticularly  he  was  to  rife  out  of  the  family  of  David,  as  the 
prophets  frequently  and  clearly  did  avouch  ;  for  he  was, 
it  liaiah  faid,  to  he  a  rod  out  of  the  Jiem  ofJeffe,.  and  a  ifa.  zi.  i. 
Branch  going  out  of  his  roots ;  a  righteous  Branch j  accord-  ]^^*  ^^... 
log  to  Jeremiah,  whom  God  would  raife  to  David.     Hexxziu.  15. 
whom  Solomon  (that  moil  wife,  peaceable,  and  profperous 
prince,  who  raifed  that  glorious  temple,  the  emblem  of 
God's  Church)  did  prefignify;   and  in  whom  the  pro- 
onfes  made  to  David  concerning  the  perpetuity  of  his 
throne  ihould  be  made  good ;     There  Jhall  not  fail  thee  a  1  Rings  tiH. 
4IMIII,  &c.  —  Thine  hovfe  and  thy  kingdom  Jhall  be  efta-  ^^-        .. 
Uifted  for  ever  before  thee;  thy  throne  Jhall  be  e/lablijhedi6. 
fmr  ever;  efpecially  that  abfolute  and  irrevocable  promife ^^  ,^"' 
ratified  by  God's  oath ;  /  have  made  a  c%enant  with  my  ^-  ixxzjz. 
chofeHf  I  have  f worn  unto  David  myfervant.  Thy  feed  willi\, 
I  eftabU/hfor  every  and  build  up  thy  throne  unto  all  genera-  ^"^*  *•  ^a* 
tions:   who  confequently  by   reafon   of  conjund;ion   inAasii.  30. 
hkxKl,  and  mutual  rcprefentation,  David  prefiguring  him,  "J"*  "**"' 
and  be  by  fucceffion  into  the  imperial  right  exprefling  a6.  zzz.  9*. 
David,  is  by  feveral  of  the  prophets  (by  Jeremiah,  by  g  °c^]"*  *' 
Eaekiel,  by  Hofea)  called  David :   whence   the  learned  xxziv.  93, 
among  the  Jews  did  confent,  that  the  Mcflias  was  to  be  94]  q"^'  ' 
tbe  Son  of  David ;  How  fay  the  Scribes,  that  Chrijl  is  the  ^"^  »"• 
jSsii  0f  David  P  and,  fVhat  think  ye  of  Chrijl  ?  whofefon  is  Matt.  zzii. 
hef  (it  is  our  Lord's  queftion  to  the  Pharifees;)  r%/ay  JJ;J*j[!:  ^• 
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[.  unl'j  him.  The  Son  of  David.    Yea  ih«  people  wercgraj.  I 

rally  iiilomicd  hcmn,  and  poflcBed  wilh  lli»  faitincm^  ( 

~  Hal/t  nrA  the  Scripture  /aid,  that  Cbrlft  comelh  »/  (J^  >t  J 

of  David?  wa»  a  popular  Tpcccli  in  St.  John.   And^tH 

pe',pU    were  amazed,  and /aid.   Is  vot    this   (Jm  Sm  iJ 

Davids'   Now  accordiogly  thai  Jcfus  cainc  out  of  fl 

country,  tribe,  and   fiiniily,  lllial    he  *v«»,  AS  Si. 

,.  Cpcaketh,  r.f  Ihc  koti/e  and  lineage  of  David,  both  » 

20'ing  to   natural  and  legal  fucccflion,)   the  csprcf*  I 

'  ation    of  angels,  the   polJlive  sKeAalion ,  of  hU  ] 

and  kindred,  (who  be(l  knew,)  the  gcncok^es  (at 

to  the  manner  of  thofe  times  and  that  nation)  t 

preferved,  and  produced  by  the  Evaiigelifls,  do  adarevi 

neither  dotli   it  appear  that  Jcfus's  adverfarWe  did  t 

contell  this  point,  but  fecm  by  their  fdence  to  have  g 

cd  it,  as  cafily  and  evidently  provcablc  by  authentic  k 

cords  and  teftimoiiiea. 

More    precifely  yet    for    th«    placid    of   the    Meffiiyil 

birth,  it  was  to  be  tlie  town  of  Bethlehem ;  fo  the  Piwj 

,  a.phet  Micah  forclold;  thus  cited  l>y  St.  Matthew:  7Jkfl| 

*■  BelkU-hcTii,  in  the  land  ofJiida,  art  not  the  Ifajl  among  (i 

princes  </  Juda ;  for  out  af  Ikee  Jhall  tvme  a   GuVermrM 

that  fliafl  rule  my  people  Ifrad.     So  from  thence  did  tl 

i.  learned  judge ;  for  being  cotifulted  by  King  Herod  a 

Chri/i  was  to  tie  torn,  they  anfwcred,  l/ial  in  BetliUhemim 

and  fo  aJfo  did  tlic  people  commonly  believe,  as  appe 
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rtullian^  and  St.  Chrgrfoftom  refer  thofe,  who  would  be  SERM.* 
tified  in  that  particular  ^.  XVIT. 

rhat  place  alio  of  his  parents'  abode  in  Nazareth  of  Gra-  """"""""*" 
Cy  upon  wluch  was  confequent  his  firft  appearance  in 
J  of  aAion^  was  fo  ordered,  as  to  anfwer  ancient  pre- 
kicMu ;  according  to  which  it  was  faid,  that  in  the  landK^  i-  a. 
Zabulon  and  Nephthaliy  by  the  way  of  thejea,  beyond 
vloit  in  Galilee  of  the  nations^  the  people  that  walked  in 
^tmefs  did  fee  a  great  light,  and  they  that  dwelt  in  the 
irf  of  ike^adow  of  death,  upon  them  the  light  Jhined. 
rhe  manner  alfo  of  the  Meilias's  birth,  was,  as  became 
ik  a  Perfon,  to  be  very  extraordinary,  and  different 
m    the  common  generation  of  men :   for  he  was  not 
[y  to  be  one  like  the  Son  of  man,  as  the  Prophet  Daniel  Dan.  vii.]  3. 
ma  him,  and  indeed  the  Son  of  David,  as  all  the  pro- 
ecies  declare  of  him,  bftt  the  Son  of  God  alfo;  for, 
oac  art  myfon,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee,  ikith  Godl^'i^Zyia* 
him  in  the  fecond  Pfalm.    And  that  which  in  the  firft 
B  perfe&  fenfe  was  £ud  of  Solomon,  (who  prefigured 
D9)  was,  according  to  a  more  fublime  meaning,  and 
ire  exadly  to  agree  unto  him :  He  Jhall  be  myfon,  and  1  Chron. 
tnll  be  his  father  ;  and  I  will  eflablijh  the  throne  of  his\  sam.  vil. 
tgdom  over  Ifrael  for  ever:  Alfo  I  will  make  him  «wyij'. 
fl'bom,  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth:  and  accord- 97. 
I^y  we  fee,  that  the  Jews  (both  the  wifcr  and  the  vul- 
r  fort)  did  fuppofe  that  he  (hould  be  the  Son  of  God ; 
St.  John  the  Baptift,  fo  Nathanael>  fo  Martha,  fo  St.Johni.  84. 
ter,  and  the  other  Apoftles,  when  they  became  per-J?'^*^'^^' 
ided  that  Jefus  was  the  Chrift,  did  prefently,  according  Matt.  xvi. 
anticipation  of  judgment  common  to  them  with  the 
ople,  confefs  him  to  be  the  Sofi  of  God;  the  high-prieft 
mfelf  intimated  the  fame,  when  he  a(ked  Jefus,   Art  Mark  xiv. 
(m  the  Chrijl,  the  Son  of  the  BleJbdP  Yea,  the  devils  JJ;^^^^j 
emfelves  were  learned  and  orthodox  in  this  point ;  who  63. 
ied  out.  Thou  art  the  Chriji,  the  Son  of  God.  Now  that,^*"*  ""*"• 
cording  to  thole  prophecies  and  thofe  traditions,  theMvi^.i*34. 

Ttrtmii,  m  Umrc.  hr.  19. 
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.  McDias  Ihould  be  in  a  more  thun  ordinary  way,  and  ffm 
the  juOlfying  of  God's  (ruth  logcUicr  »-ilh   ihc  t/Oht/vq 

~men)  iliould  cvideiitljr  appear  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  il 
was  requifite  (at  leaft  convenient)  thai  hi*  birth  IhouUlR 
procured  by  divine  operation,  witlioul  concarnrtKc  o#i 
huinan  father;  (bow  othcrwifc,  at  lead  how  better,  oouU 
il  be  apparent  tbac  he  was  both  the  .Son  of  God  aoA  ^ 
man  ?)  '  It  was  confetjiteiitly  uitlicr  neccllary  or  fit  that  b( 
fhouM  be  bom  of  a  rirgin :  and  that  he  Ibtnilii  indeed  be 

I-  fo  born,  the  Prophet  Ifaiiih  did  tigiiil'y,  when  be  faid,  Th 
Lord  kiiiifolj Jhall  g'tvt  yiM  a  Jig",  (that  is,  JJwli  pcrfMm 
fomewha:  very  remarkable  and  llritiige;  what  was  ihuf) 

'■  Behold,  a  virgin  Jhall  ranceive,  and  bear  a  Jon,  and  J^ 
call  his  name  Emanuel;  wliich  prophecy  that  it  belongel 
to  the  MeJlia»  appears  from  the  report  and  defcriptioa 
which  follows  in  the  continuation  of  this  particular  \m- 
phecy  concerning  iliis  cliiW  :  for  unto  hs  a  chlid  is  bam, 
unla  us  a  fon  it  given,  and  the  govemmenl  Jhall  Iv  vpm 
kisjhoiilders,  and  his  name  Jhall  be  called  tfQtidfitful.  &c; 
which  defcription  quenionlcfs  appertaincth  to  tlie  Mcffiai. 
The   fame   Prophet   fignitics   the  fame  conconnng  bi^ 

i.  when  he  iitiroducetli  him  Ibealdne  thus  ;  ^nd  naw,  RoA 
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fer  ]br  a  fpiiitnal  King,  a  mod  holy  Prieft,  an  abfolute  SERM. 
hophet  5  who  was  to  teach^  cxercife,  and  exemplify  the    ^^^** 
noft  rough  and  haHh  pieces  of  righteoufnefs  and  piety, 
(contempt  of  worldly  vanities  and  pleafurcs  ;  all  forts  of 
;  fitf-denial  aad  a1)(Unence ;  the  virtues  of  mecknefs,  hu- 
i  Mlity,  and  padence;)  who  was  to  manage  and  execute 
Ms  great  undertaUogs,  not  by  natural  or  human  force,  but 
bjf  a  virtue  fupematural  and  divine ;  whofe  power  confer 
fKntly  would  be  more  confpiQuous  in  a  flate  of  vifible 
meaAiefs  and  impotency,  than  in  a  condition  of  worldly 
splendor  and  ftrength ;  that  alfo  which  he  was  to  merit 
fiom  God,  and  to  undergo  for  the  fake  of  men,  doth  argue 
the  fame :  that  fuch  the  Meflias's  (late  was  to  be,  there 
are  divers  myftical  intimations  in  the  ancient  Scripture ; 
bat  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaks  it  out  mod  plainly :  He  ifa.  liii.  3. 
fiall  grow  up  (fays  he,  defcribing  that  ftate)  before  the 
Lord  like  a  tender  plant,  and  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground; 
he  hath  no  form  nor  comelinefs ;  and  when  we  Jhall  fee 
Umy  there  is  no  beauty  that  we  fhould  dejire  him.    And 
i^n:  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  tlie  Redeemer  of  Ifrael,  otu/ ifa.  zlix.  7- 
kis  Hoiy  One ;  To  him  whom  man  defpifeth,  to  him  w/iom 
the  nation  abhorreth,  to  afervant  of  rulers,  kings  fhall  fee 
9nd  arife,  princes  alfo  fhall  worfhip. 

Now  that  Jefus  appeared  thus  in  a  poor,  fervile,  and  Phil.  li.  7. 
defpicable  condition,  we  need  not  for  to  prove ;  for  as  his ^ ^^'•*"**^' 
followers  avow  it,  fo  his  adverfaries  are  mod  ready  to 
grant  it;  in  the  haughtinefs  of  their  conceit  taking  it  for 
aa  advantage  againd  him,  it  proves  a  fcandal  to  them. 
h  not  this  the  carpenter* sf on  P   Is  not  this  the  carpenter,  Matt.  xiii. 
the  f on  of  Mary?  faid  they;  and  they  were  offended  w/Mirkvi.n. 
Aim.     Hence  was  it,  that,  as  the  Prophet  foretold,  Heifa.  HU.  3. 
was  dejpifed  and  reje&ed  of  men,  and  they  efteemed  him 
not.    Thus  all  the  circumdances  of  the  Meflias's  coming 
were  anfwered  by  thofe  of  Jefus. 

Now  concerning  the  qualitied^  and  endowments  of  the 
Mefliaa,  which  conditute  his  perfonal  charaAer,  they  are, 
as  waft  expedient,  fuch  as  diould  difpofe  and  fit  him  for 
the  difcharge  of  his  great  employment  and  duty  with 
utmoft  advantage,  and  efpecial  decency:  in  general,  he 
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SERM.  was  to  be  endued  with  fupereminent  piety  and  fanfiityi 
XVII.    ^Jth  perfect  innocence  and  integrity ;  fo  it  is  implied  ia- 

Pf.xiv.6>7.^i  the  defcriptions  of  his  perfon  and  performances :  Th$ 
fceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right  fceptre :  thou  loveft  rtgti- 
eoufnefSf  and  hateji  iniquity  ;  wherefore  God,  even  thy  G^i^i^ 
hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  thyfd^ 

ifa.  xi.  5.  /o^5j  faid  the  Pfalmift  of  him  :  and,  Rigkieoufnefs  JhaU  bei' 
the  girdle  of  his  loins,  and  faithfulnefs  the  girdle  of  kk-. 
reins,  faid  If^ah  of  him,  (denoting  the  ready  difpofitiot . 

I(a.  liii.  8.  of  his  mind  to  do  whatever  was  good:)  and^  He  had  dom 
no  violence,  neither  was  there  any  deceit  in  his  lips,  ikith. 
the  fame  Prophet  of  him  again.    Some  particidar  virtues 
and  abilities  are  alfo  afcribed  to  him  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree :  excellent  wifdom  and  knowledge  in  fpiritnal  mat- 

ifa.  xi.  a.    ters,  .thus  reprefented  by  Ifaiah :  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord 

liii.  u.  Jhallrefi  upon  him,  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  underftand' 
ing,  the  fpirit  of  counfel  and  might,  the  fpirit  of  know- 
ledge  and  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  andfhall  make  him  of  qwck 
underfianding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  Eloquence  alfo, 
fldll  and  aptitude  to  inflrudl  men  ;  which  that  mod  evan- 

ifa.  1.  4.  gelical  Prophet  thus  fets  forth  :  The  Lord  hath  given  me 
tlie  tongue  of  the  learned,  that  Ifhould  know  how  to  fpeak 
a  word  infeafon  to  him  that  is  weary.  That  he  fhould  be 
meek,  and  gentle,  and  compaflionate  toward  men,  in  re- 
gard to  their  infirmities  and  afflictions;  mild  and  lowly 

Ifa.  xl.  11.  in  his  converfation,  the  Prophets  alfo  fignify  :  He  Jhall^ 
faith  lidXiih,  feed  his  flock  like  a  ^fhepherd;  hejhall  gather 
the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in  his  bofom,  and 

Ifa.  xlii.  3.  Jkall  gently  lead  thofe  that  are  with  young :    A  bruifed 

jQ,  '     '    reed  Jhall  he  not  break,  and  the  fmokivg  flax  fliall  he  mt 

Zcch,ix,  9, quench:  and,  Behold,  faith  Zechariah,  thy  King  cometh 
unto  thee;  he  isjuft,  and  having falval ion;  lowly,  and  rid" 
ing  upon  an  afs.  That  he  fhould  be  of  a  quiet  and  peace- 
able difpofition,  nowife  fierce  or  contentious,  turbulent  or 
clamorous,  Ifaiah  declares,  thus  faying  of  him,  (as  St. 

Ifa.  xlii. j2.  Matthew  cites  him  ;)   HeJIiall  not  ftrive,  nor  cry,  neither 

19;"  *"*  fhall  any  man  hear  his  voice  in  thefireets.  To  his  admi- 
rable   patience    in  bearing  affli6Uons   and  contumelies, 

Ifa.  liii.  7-   Ifaiah  thus  renders  exprefs  teiUmony;  He  was  oppreffed, 
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lad  he  was  affliBed,  yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth  ;  he  was  SERM. 

hmghi  as  a  lamb  to  the  Jlaughter,  and  as  a  Jheep  before    XVII. 

kBtJkearer  is  dumb,  Jo  he  openeth  not  his  mouth.    And,  /^^^  \^  ^^ 

fne  my  back  tb  the  /miter,  and  my  cheeks  to  them  that 

fkdted  off  the  hair:  I  hid  not  my  face  from  Jliame  and 

fating.     His  invincible  courage  and  refolution  in  God's 

Amce,  together  with  bis  ftrong  confidence  in  God  and 

Mire  fubmiffion  to  God's  will,  is  thus  defcribed  by  the 

faoe  Prophet :  The  Lord  Gody  faith  he>  will  help  me;  ifa.  l. ;» 5. 

Aerefore  IJhall  not  be  confounded;  therefore  have  Ifet  my 

fme  like  a  flint,  and  I  know  that  I  Jliall  not  be  ajhamed, — 

Tk  Lord  God  hath  opened  mine  ear,  and  I  was  fiot  rebel- 

UmSf  neither  turned  away  back.     His  general  goodnefs 

■id  boundlefs  charity  toward  men,  the  nature  of  his  office 

■id  defign,  together  with  the  whole  courfe  and  tenor  of 

Ui  pradice,  fuch  as  they  are  reprcfented,  do  fuppofe  and 

UDpIy. 

Now  that  Jefus  (our  Lord)  did  in  his  perfon  fully  cor- 
n^xmd^  and  did  by  his  praSice  thoroughly  make  good 
tUs  moral  high  charaAer^  the  ftory  of  his  life  with  ad- 
mirable fimplicity  and  fincerity,  without  any  fcmblance  of 
d^niie  or  artifice,  reprefented  by  perfons  who  moft  inti- 
Biitely  were  acquainted  and  long  converfed  with  him,  (or 
^  perlbns  immediately  informed  by  them,)  and  with 
peateft  conftancy  attefted  to  and  maintained  by  them, 
loth  jjunly  (hew;  wherein  his  incomparable  piety  to- 
^rd  God,  his  readinefs  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs,  his  en-  Mattju.];,. 
ire  fubmiffion  and  refignation  of  himfelf  to  God's  will,  j^^j^n  xvm*. 
he  continual  fervency,  (devotion  of  all  kinds,  prayer,  **•  *»•  ^l- 
hanUgjiving,  fading,  pra^fed  in  the  moft  intenfe  degree  oq. 
md  in  the  moft  reverent  manner,)  his  pure  and  ardent  ^*"-.*'^" 
Eeal  for  God's  glory,  his  ftedfaft  refolution,  and  indefa-  xxi  qq.  zi. 
igaUe  induftry  in  God's  fervice  (making  it  his  meat  to  LuV*vi!ii. 
k>  the  will  of  him  that  fent  him,  and  to  perform  his>xu.aQ,4i, 

,    ^  43.XXJti.34. 

W>rtt.;  John  xvii. 

Wherdn  an  unfpotted  innocence,  not  only  exempted  i.  c  ii»  7- 

k  •  1      *    /<i  1  •!•    J       1  t  XI.  4J.VI. 

Tom  the  vices  and  defilements,  but  railed  above  the  va-  n. 
lities  and  impertinences  of  the  world  j  fecured  by  a  mag-  i?.**" |.%m.' 

*  39*  ▼•  SO*  iz.  4.  zv.  10.  xtU.  4. 
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SBRM.  nanimous  contempt,  or  ^ncgle£k  and  abftinence  from  all 
XVII.  worldly  grandeur  and  fplendor;  all  fecular  wealth  and 
ii  Matt.  Tiii  profit,  all  bodily  delight  and  cafe,  wherein  an  admirabb 
^^'  ...  wifdom  and  prudence,  exprefled  in  all  bis  demeanour  and 
Luke  ii.  40,  his  difcourfe ;  in  his  difccming  the  fecret  thoughts  and 
Matt  ix  4  <li^6"^l)i^d  intentions  of  men ;  in  his  declaring  and  de- 
zii.  10, 35.  fending  truth,  dete£ling  and  confuting  errors ;  in  baflSiqg 
zvi.  1.  six.  l^^rn^d  and  wily  oppofers ;  in  eluding  captious  queflionii 
a.  xzH.  18,  and  evading  treacherous  defigns;  in  not  meddling  with 
John  viii.  6.  the  fecular  affairs  and  interefls  of  men ;  in  not  encumbtf- 
Matt.  XXI.  jj^g  hinifelf  with  the  needlefs  cares  and  occupations  of 
84.  this   life,   nor  entangling  himfelf  in   the  (hares  of  tUi 

J^|*g^j|'gg  world;  in  dcxteroufly  accommodating  his  behaviour  and 
Luke  XX.  a.  his  fpeech  to  the  difpofitions,  the  capacities,  the  needs  of 
ia,"a4."*  ^^'^  5  to  the  circumftances  of  things  and  exigencies  of 
Matt.  xii.  occafion,  fo  as  did  beft  conduce  to  the  promoting  lui 
Matt,  xix.5.  great  defign  and  undertaking ;  fo  that  the  people,  obferv- 
Mark  viii.  j^^g  j^jg  proceedings,  could  not  but  be  aflonifhed,  and  aik, 
Luke  xii.  ^  Whence  hath  this  man  this  wifdom  P  fo  that  they  could 
xfv.*"'  la.  "^^  ^^^  acknowledge,  He  fiath  done  all  things  well. 
xyiii.  17-  Wherein  particularly  an  excellent  faculty  of  fpeaking 
John  vii.6.  ^^d  teaching,  of  interpreting  and  applying  the  holyScrip- 
xyi.  4, 12.  turcs,  of  proving  and  perfuading  God's  truth,  whereby  he 
37.  iv.  10.  drew  the  people  after  him,  converted  many  of  them  to 
_!^*"' *'"' amendment  of  life,  convinced  the  moft  averfe  and  incrc- 

54. 

Mark  vii.    dulous ;  fo  that  all  that  heard  him  were  amazed  at  his  wh 
Johnxii.42.  ^^^/'^''^^^'o    flwd  avfwers;    fo  that  all  bare  witnefs^  and 
vii.  15.  vii.  wondeied  at  (lie  gracious  ivords  which  proceeded  out  of  his 
Matt.vii.28.  *wow/ A ;   fo  that  the  officers  font  to   apprehend  him  did    ., 
Luke  II.  47.  confefs,  Never  7nan  /hake  like  this  man, 

IV.  42.  ' 

John  viii.  Wherein  an  invincible  fortitude  and  gallantry,  exprelfed  , 
26  7?  ^*'  ^"  ^"^  "^^^  conflant  profeffion  and  undaunted  maintenance 
Lukcxx.46.  of  truth  and  goodnefs;  in  his  encounlering  the  prejudicei, 
15"'  ' *^'*  detefting  the  frauds,  reproving  the  vices  of  the  age, 
Matt.  xii.  though  upheld  by  the  greateft  perfons  and  by  prevalent 
xxiii.  19.  faftions ;  in  his  plain  dealing  and  free  fpeaking  with  all 
*T:  ^*^*'    fincerity  and  all  authority,  in  his  zealous  checking  and 

Luke  xix.    chaflifing  profane  abufes ;  in  his  difregarding  the  rafh  and 
45. 

John  ii.  13.  Luke  ix.  22,  5i.xviii.  32.  xxii.  15.   Matt.  xvi.  21.  xx.  17.   Mark  x.  33. 
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wid  opinions  of  men,  their  fpiteful  obloquies,  har(h  cen-  SERM. 
ires,  (landerous  imputations,  and  unjuft  reproaches ;  in    ^^•*^' 
is  forefeeing  the  greateft  of  dangers  and  word  of  mif- 
hiefis  that  could  arrive  to  man,  yet  cheerfully  encounter- 
ig  and  firmly  fuftaining  them ;  fuflaining  all  the  violent 
ppofitions  and  aflaults  which  the  moil  virulent  malice 
nd  envy  inflamed  with  fuperftition  and  blind  zeal  could 
*x  againft  him. 
'Wherein  a  moft  quiet  and  peaceable  difpofition,  appa- 
RH  from  his  never  attempting  any  refinance,  or  any  re-  Matt.  zsri. 
rage  upon  provocation  of  frequent  great  affronts  and  in-  ^^' 
tries ;  from  his  never  failing  any  tumults,  nor  fomenting  Luke  zH. 
ny  quarrels,  nor  meddling  with  any  litigious  matters, 
or  en€nt>achiQg  upon  any  man's  right  or  office;  by  his  Matt. viiu. 
sady  compliance  with  received  cuftoms,  by  his  paying  14. 
ribate,  although  not  due  from  him,  to  prevent  offence  5  ^*";  *^"* 
y  his  frequent  inftruAions  and  exhortations  to  peace,  tox.  is. 
tnocence,  to  patience,  to  due  obedience,  to  performing 
ne  refpe^l  to  fuperiors,  and  paying  cuftoms  to  governors; 
:>  the  Riding  a  docile  ear,  and  an  obfervance  to  thofe  ^*"-  *»^^' 

-       >.'   .     ,>^-  ,      ,    .  ai.xxiii.  9, 

mojat  tn  Mofes  s  chair. 

Wherein  an  exceeding  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs,  de-Matt.si.39. 
Dcmftrated  in  all  his  converfation  ;  in  refenting  very  mo-  Matt.  jx.  4» 
brately,  or  rather  not  refenting  at  all,  moft  unjuft  hatreds,  x.  \i,  xU. ' 
mtrageous  calumnies^  bitter  reproaches  and  contumelies  j^' 
roim  his  adverfaries ;  very  perverfe  neglects  and  ingrati-  x.  33. 
luites  from  multitudes  of  people ;  many  infirmities,  ftupi-  Matt.*xxvi' 
lities,  diftrufts,  bafenefles  and  treacheries  from  his  own  ^?*  ^"*  ^^* 
leareft  friends  and  followers.    In  his  paffing  over  andjobnyii.ia. 
iafily  pardoning  the  greateft  offences  committed  ag^nft  ^"' *^  ^'^^ 
liin^  yea  fometime  extenuating  and  excuiing  them.     InMatt'xvii. 
he  mildncfs  of  his  cenfures,  expoftulations,  and  reproofs ;  lJ^^^^*' 
if  his  tempering  the  fierce  zeal,  hard  cenfure,  and  rigor-  46.  xxiu. 
itis  proceeding  againft  perfons  unhappy,  or  faulty ;  in  his  \x,b*^.   ^'' 
ender  pity  of  all  perfons  in  any  want,  diftrefs,  or  trouble;  ^^"V"'^* 
n  his  eameft  commiferation  and  bewailing  the  vengeance  ziv.  14.  xv! 
16 ibrefaw  impendent  on  his  perfecutors,  and  in  his  pray-  ^\    .. 
Iig  for  their  pardon.  ix.  4i.  xiu. 

34.  John  xiii.  21.  Luke  xxiii.  94. 
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&ERM.  Wherein  a  marvellous  humility  and  lowlinefs  of  nuad 
^^^^'  exprefled  by  his  not  feeking  « honour  or  applauie  fim 
(John ▼.41.  men,  but  ihunning  and  reje^ngit;  his  not  afliuning  to 
;;;";^;';.'|;';himfelf,  but  afcribing  aU  to  God,  and  lefening  all  to  hit 
98.  zi  4.  glory,  by  his  making  no  oftentation  of  his  miraculoii 
Lo^^Tii.  P<)^^r  and  high  endowments^  but,  fo  far  as  would  ood- 
16,99.  ix.  port  with  the  profecution  of  his  main  purpofe9'(the^flky 
30.  xTii.  &nd  fervice  of  God,  the  good  and  welfare  of  men,)  cue- 
]8.zTiii.  f^iiy  fuppreffing  and  concealing  them;  in  hh  widioat 
MittTiii.  4.  diflatisfaStion  or  difcouragement  bearing  fcom,  and  oon- 
[^^^^^'"^  tempt,  and  obloquy;  in  his  willing  condefcenfion to tb 
Muk  v.4a.  meaneft  offices  and  employments ;  in  his  free  and  familitf 
Mat.^x.  94.  converfation  with  all  forts  of  people,  with  the  loweft  ml 
Johnxiii.4.inoft  defpicable,  with  the  word  and  moft  odious,  far 
▼Hi. 3,19.  their  good;  he  not  defpifing  the  pooreft  or  vileft  wretdi^ 
Lnke  t.  99.  ^ho  feemed  capable  of  receivinsr  any  benefit  from  lunii 

JlT.a.ZlX.5..       ,.^^-'^,  iji.       ^  t! 

▼ii.  as.  xL  m  his  eaunefs  to  be  entreated,  and  readineis  to  oomplf 
John  xii  7.  ^'^^^  ^^®  defircs  of  any  man  imploring  fuccour  or  re- 
lief from  him ;   in  his  being  ready,  not  only  to  oblige^ 
but  to  be  obliged  and  receive  courtefies  from  any  mao; 
to  anfwer  the  invitation  of  a  Pharifee  or  of  a  Publican; 
Matt.  xxvi.  to  accept  favourably  the  well-intended  refpe£l  of  a  poor. 
ll[  *'*  '    woman ;   in  the  foftnefs  and  fweetnefs  of  his  language 
Luke  xii.  4.  ^q  jJ]  men,  particularly  to  his  difciples ;    Be  of  good 
xiii  83     '<^ourage,  daughter;   Son,   be  of  good  cheer;  I  Jay  wUo 
youy   my  friends;   Little   children^  I  am  a  little  wUk 
with  you.    Such  was  his  ftyle  and  converfation  toward 
his  inferiors. 
Wherein  an  unparalleled  patience  in  contentedly  and 
John  zviii.  cheerfully,   through   all  the  courfe  of  his  life,  luider- 
Mai"'xxvi.  taking  and  undergoing  whatever  by  God's  will  and  pro- 
®9*      ...    vidence  was  impofed  on  him,  how  grievous  and  diflafte- 
30.  ful  foever  to  human  apprehenfion  or  fenfe;  the  extremeft 

(^.^'* ^"''penury,  the  hardeft  toil,  the  vileft  difgraces,  the  m(A 
bitter  p£uns  and  anguifhes  incident  to  body  or  mind, 
the  moft  horrid  and  moft  forrowful  of  deaths,  all  thefe 
aggravated  by  the  confcience  of  his  own  cleareft  inno- 
cence, by  the  extreme  ingratitude  of  thofe  who  mifufed 
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im^  by  the  fenfe  of  God's  difpleafure  for  the  (in  of  man^  SERM. 
y  all  the  embittering  coniiderations  which  a  moft  lively    ^^^^* 
iety  and  tender  charity  fuggefted ;  in  fubmitting  to  all 
bU  mod  freely  and  moft  calmly,  without  any  regret,  any 
iftnrbance. 

AYherein  an  unexprefiible  and  unconceivable  charity,  (aEph.iii.  19. 
hariiy  indeed  which  furpajfeth  knowledgey  as  St.  Paul 
peaketh,)  evidenced  in  the  conftant  ftrain  and  tenor  of  his 
^bole  life,  paffing  through  all  his  deiigns,  all  his  words, 
nd  all  his  anions :  for  $i^Adfy  wepyrreovj  as  St.  Peter  fays 
a  the  Ads,  he  did  nothing  elfe,  but  go  about  doing  good.  Ads  x.  ss. 
nd  benefiting  men;  curing  their  difeafes,  relieving  their j^*^^*^'*®' 
irants^  inftruding  their  minds,  reforming  their  manners, 
[rawing  them  to  God  and  goodnefs,  difpofing  them  to 
be  attainment  of  everlafting  blifs  and  falvation.  It  is 
ove,  we  may  obferve,  which  was  the  foul,  that  animated 
nd  aduated  him  in  all  things ;  which  carried  him  with 
inwearied  refoliition  and  alacrity  through  all  the  cruel 
lardfhips  and  toils,  through  all  the  difmal  crofles  and  ig- 
lominies  he  endured :  his  life  was  in  etkA  but  one  con- 
inual  expreffion  of  charity,  (differently  exerting  itfelf  ac- 
»rding  to  various  opportunities,  and  circumftances,  and 
leeds  of  men,)  the  which  was  confummated,  and  fealed 
>y  hiB  death;  the  higheft  inftance  of  charity  that  could  be; 
(br.  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  John  zt. 
toum  his  life  for  his  friend,  ^^' 

Wherein,  finally,  (in  which  life,  I  fay,  of  Jefus,)  all  holi- 
nefs,  all  virtue,  all  goodnefs  (fuitable  to  him,  who  was  to 
be  not  only  the  teacher  and  the  perfuader  of  the  beft  life, 
but  a  living  ftandard  and  pattern  thereof;  who  was  to 
naerit  of  God  in  man's  behalf,  to  conciliate  God's  favour 
towards  us,  and  appeafe  his  anger  againft  us)  do  fhine 
iod  (parkle  with  a  beauty  and  a  luftre  tranfcending  all 
ucpreffion.  All  which  particulars  might,  were  it  now 
proper  and  feafonable,  be  thoroughly  declared  by  inftances 
extant  in  the  evangelical  hiftory.  So  that  the  charader- 
iftical  qualities  of  the  Meflias  do  clearly  and  abundantly 
Ijgree  to  Jefus  our  Lord. 
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SERM.      His  performances  fhould  next  be  confidered  and  con- 
XVII.    pared ;  but  the  time  doth  not  admit,  that  we  (hould  now 

proceed  any  farther. 
Rev.  y.  13.      Now,  lleffingy  and  honour^  and  glory ,  and  power  be  wi/t  '| 

him  that  fiitetk  upon  the  throne ,  and  unto  the  Lamb  fir 

ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


9nti  In  3[efu0  €biitt,  &c. 


SERMON   XVIII. 


THAT  JESUS  IS  THE  TRUE  MESSIAS. 


Acts  ix,  aa. 

AU  Saul  increafed  the  more  injirejtgth,  and  confounded  the 
JewSy  which  dwelt  at  DamafciiSy  proving  that  this  is 
the  very  Chrift. 

XN  conformity  to  St.  Paul's  deiign  and  pradice  impKed  SERM. 
liere,  I  have  formerly  propounded  to  explain  and  perfuade  X  VJII. 
tfccfe  particulars,  i.  What  is  the  right  notion  and  reafon 
of  this  name  or  title^  Chrift.  2.  That  there  was  deftinated 
U>  come  into  the  worid  a  Perfon^  \^o  fignally^  according 
to  that  right  notion,  ihould  be  the  Chrift.  3.  That  Jefus, 
Whom  we  avow,  is  that  Perfon,  the  very  Chrift.  4.  In 
^hat  manner,  and  upon  what  accounts,  the  New  TeAa- 
K^ient  reprefenteth  Jefus  to  be  the  Chrift.  5.  What  appli- 
cation the  point  requireth. 

In  prolecution  of  which  particulars,  having  difpatched 
Jie  firft  and  fecond,  I  did  enter  into  the  third,  which  is  of 
Uf^bcti  confequence,  beginning  to  declare  that  Jefus,  our 
jordf  is  the  Chrift^  from  the  circumftances  of  his  coming 
ito  the  woild,  and  from  his  perfonal  qualifications; 
rhich  having  in  fome  meafure  performed,  I  ihall  now 
roceed  to  dbchrt  the  fame  from  the  txaSt  correfpond- 
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S  E  R  M.  ency  of  his  undertakings  and  performances  to  tfaolcy  wUdf 
XVIII.  according  to  ancient  prefignifications  and  prophedeSi  thft 
Meflias  was  defigned  to  undertake  and  accomplifli;  toge- 
ther with  the  confequences  of  what  the  Meffias  was  to 
do,  and  what  anfwerably  Jefus  did  efled. 

I.  One  great  performance  of  the  Meflias  was,  by  infpi- 
ration  and  in  the  name  of  God>  to  make  a  complete  St 
covery  of  divine  truth ;  to  publifh  a  law  of  univerfal  uai 
perpetual  obligation;  to  inftitute  a  religion  confuromate 
in  all  refpe6lsy  which  fhould  corre£i  the  faults  and  fupply 
the  defers  of  all  precedent  difpenfations^  which  ihouU 
therefore  be,  as  it  were,  God's  laft  will  and  teftament, 
Deut.  xviii.  after  which  no  other  revelation  was  to  be  expeded:  I 
^"'  ^^'       tvillj  faid  Mofes  of  him,  put  words  into  his  mouth;  amik  1 
Jhallfpeak  unto  tliem  all  thai  I  command  him;  and  itJkU  * 
come  to  pajs,  that  whoever  will  not  hearken  unto  my  woriSf 
which  hejhalljpeak  in  my  name,  I  will  require  ii  of  him: 
Ifa.  H.  9.     by  him  Ifaiah  foretold,  that  Godjhall  teach  us  of  his  wajs^ 
and  we  Jhall  walk  in  his  paths ;  for  out  of  Zionjhallp 
forth  the  lawj  and  the  word  of  God  from  Jertifalem :  by 
Jer.  xzxi.    him  Jeremiah  (ignified,  that  God  would  put  his  law  m/« 
Ezek.         '^^  inward  parts  of  men,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts ;  it 
XXX vi.  ay.  was,  as  it  is  faid  in  Daniel,  part  of  his  work  to  bring  ts 
'  everlajling  righteoufnefsy  and  to  ftal  up  the  vifion  and  pr^ 
phecy  ;  and  his  days  in  the  prophets  are  commonly  ilyled 
the  lajl  daysy  becaufe,  it  fcemeth,  of  the  perfeftion  of  bit 
doSrine,  and  immutability  of  his  law;  where  fuch  an  entire 
in(lru£lion  and  final  refolution  in  all  points  was  commonly 
expe&ed  by  the  Jews,  as  the  Samaritan  woman  did  intt- 
Johniv. s5. mate;  /  know^  faid  (he,  according  to  the  current  perfua- 
jGon   then,  that   the  Mejfias  cometh;   and  when  he  Jhall 
comcy  he  will  tell  us  all  things. 
iTim.  i.  1.     Now  accordingly  Jefus  {our  hope,  and  author  of  out 
faith)  hath  taught  a  doArine,  hath  proclaimed  a  law, 
hath  inilituted  a  religion,  which  upon  ftriA  and  careful 
examination  will  be  found  mod  perfeA  in  all   refpeSs; 
fuch  in  its  nature  as  cannot  but  indifpenfably  oblige  al 
that  under(kind  it ;  fuch  as  is  worthy  of  God,  and  fuitabl 
to  his  defigns  of  glorifying  himfelf,  and  obliging  his  cita 
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ue ;  in  fliort,  he  hath  been  author  of  fuch  an  inftitution,  SERM. 
%  may  be  demonftrated  the  raoft  excellent  and  complete  ^^^*^' 
bat  can  be'.  For  (briefly  to  fhew  this  by  confidering 
he  main,  if  not  all  imaginable  excellencies  of  any  re- 
^on,  law,  or  dodrinc)  it  is  impoffible  that  any  dodrine 
lould  aflign  a  more  true^  proper,  complete  notion  or 
harafter  of  God  himfelf,  more  congruous  to  what  reafon 
i£biteth,  the  works  of  nature  declare,  the  pureft  tradition 
ttefteth,  or  common  experience  doth  intimate  concerning' 
■€id ;  more  apt  to  breed  in  our  hearts  the  higheft  aiTec- 
on  and  reverence  toward  him,  or  to  engage  us  in  the 
lifted  pradice  of  duty  and  obedience  to  him ;  none  can 
Icribe  unto  God  higher  perfe£lions  of  nature,  can  more 
Bert  unto  him  all  his  due  rights  and  prerogatives,  can 
etter  commend  and  juflify  to  us  all  his  actions  and  pro- 
eedings,  can  reprefent  him  more  amiable  in  his  goodnefe, 
lore  terrible  in  his  juflice,  more  glorious  and  venerable 
a  ^1  bis  ways  of  providence;  can  confequently  better 
fired  or  difpofe  us  to  render  unto  him  a  wordiip  worthy 
if  him  and  acceptable  to  him;  can  alfo  therefore  with 
Qore  fecurity  and  advantage  commend  unto  ws  the  imi* 
aty>n  of  him  in  our  difpoiition  and  demeanour. 

Nor  could  anyydoArine  more  clearly  and  fully  inform 
IS  concerning  ourfelves ;  concerning  our  nature^  our  ori- 
pnal,  our  end^  all  our  (late,  pafi,  prefent,  final ;  what  the 
Ggnity  of  our  nature  is,  for  what  purpofes  we  were  de- 
igned and  framed,  wherein  our  happinefs  doth  confift, 
vhat  (hall  be  our  (late  after  death,  how  we  (hall  be  judged 
ind  dealt  with  then ;  the  knowledge  of  which  particulars 
9  of  fo  immenfe  confequence,  for  the  fatisfa£lion  of  our 
ninds  and  dire&ion  of  our  lives;  concerning  which 
herefore  men  in  all  times  have  fo  earnedly  inqiiired  and 
Blputed,  without  any  fure  refolution  but  from  hence. 

Nor  could  a  more  accurate  rule  of  life  (more  congruous 
o  reafoQ  and  fuitable  to  our  nature,  or  perfective  there- 
if;  more  conducible  to  our  welfare  and  our  content; 
BMMnb  apt  to  procure  each  man's  private  good^  and  to  pro- 
note  die  public  benefit  of  all)  have  been  prefcribed; 
loching  can  be  more  juft^  or  comely^  or  (deafant,  or  bene- 
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SEUM.  ficial  to  us,  than  are  the  duties  of  piety  (confifiifi 
XVIII.  love,  reverence,  gratitude,  devotion,  obedience,  fiiitb 
""""""""  repentance  toward  God)  which  Chriiiianifm  doth  icc 
No  directions  concerning  our  deportment  toward 
neighbours  and  brethren  can  be  imagined  comparal 
thofe  (thofe  of  hearty  love,  good-will,  beneficence, 
paffion,  readinefs  to  forgive,  naeeknefs,  peaceablenefi 
the  like)  which  the  Chriftian  law  enjoineth.  No  pR 
or  advices  concerning  the  management  of  ourfelvei 
ordering  our  fouls  and  our  bodies  in  their  refpeAive 
tions  and  fruitions)  can  be  devifed  more  agreeat 
found  reafon,  more  produSive  of  true  welfare  am 
delight  unto  us,  than  are  thofe  of  being  humUi 
modeft  in  our  conceits,  calm  and  compofed  in  our  pai 
fober  and  temperate  in  our  enjoyments,  patient  and 
tented  in  our  (late,  with  the  like,  which  the  Cfa 
do&rine  doth  inculcate.  No  other  method  can  n 
up  fo  near  to  heaven  and  happinefs  as  that  which  wi 
learn,  of  ab(lra£ling  and  elevating  our  minds  abov 
Aiding  glories,  the  unftable  pofleffions,  the  vanifhin 
lights  of  this  world ;  the  fixing  our  thoughts,  affcC 
and  hopes  upon  the  concernments  of  a  better  future 
No  religion  alfo  can  be  purer  from  fuperftitious  a 
or  freer  from  ufelefs  encumbrances  (or  from,  as  Tert 
Ncgotiofae  callcth  them,  lufy  fcritpulofities)  than  is  this,  (fuch 
fcrupuiofi-  jg  jj^  j^g  native  fimplicity,  and  as  it  came  from  its  ai 

tates.    Tert.  ,  . 

in  Mare,  bcforc  the  pragmatical  curiofity,  or  domineering  hui 
*  "•  or  covetous  defignings  of  men  had  tampered  with 
only  requiring  a  rational  and  fpi ritual  fer\'ice,  confifti 
performance  of  fubftantial  duties  plainly  neceflary  or 
fitable ;  the  ritual  obfervances  it  enjoineth  being,  as 
few  in  number,  in  nature  fimple  and  eafy  to  obfer 
evidently  reafonable,  very  decent  and  very  ufeful,  al 
inftruA  us  in,  apt  to  excite  us  to,  the  praftice  of 
wholefome  duties. 

No  religion  alfo  can  have  the  like  advantage  of  fi 
before  us  a  living  copy  and  vifible  fiandard  of  good 
tice,  affording  fo  compendious  an  inftru^on,  and  fi 
pacious  an  incitement  to  all  piety  and  virtue :  fo 
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'7  yaStBi,  fo  porpofely  defigned,  fo  fitly  accoihma-  SERM. 
j*'----4fcte4  fof  Qur  imitation^  and  withal  fo  ftrongly  engaging  XVIII. 

^  *•  thereto,  as  the  example  of  Jefus  our  Lord,  fuch  as  it 
^"     .  "•  ni  the  Gofpels  reprefented  to  us. 

2^'  '  Neither  can  any  religion  build  our  duty  upon  hiore 
t^^  grounds,  or  draw  it  from  better  principles,  or  drive 
(0  better  ends^  or  prefs  it  with  more  valid  inducements 
ours  $  which  builds  it  upon  conformity  to  the  per- 
nature  of  God,  and  to  the  di6^ates  of  his  infallible 
'^^^ifiiom,  upon  the  holy  will  and  moft  juft  authority  of 
natural  Lord  and  Maker;  which  draweth  it  from 
J  reverence,  and  gratitude  to  God,  from  a  hearty  good- 
iflWn  to  men,  and  from  a  fober  regard  to  our  own  true 
;  which  propoundeth  God*s  honour,  our  neigh- 
's edification,  and  our  own  falvation,  as  the  principal 
of  a&ion ;  which  fiirreth  up  good  practice  by  mind- 
I  Mjg  IU9  that  we  {hall  thereby  refemble  God,  exprefs  our 
^  jfthiaqkfulnefiy  and  difcharge  our  duty  to  him,  obtain  bis 
\  MCiry  and  favour,  acquire  prefent  comfort  of  mind  and 
i  future  blifs,  avoid  regrets  df  confcience  here,  and  endlefs 
r   tannents  hereafter. 

'  Neither  can  any  doArine  afford  more  encouragements 
.  to  the  endeavours  of  pradifing  it  than  doth  this,  which 
.  tondereth  fufficient  help  and  ability  toward  the  perform- 
ance of  whatever  it  enjoineth ;  offering  (upon  our  fceking 
them  or  afking  for  them)  God's  infallible  wifdom  to  di- 
x«fit  us- in  our  darknefles  and  doubts,  God's  almighty 
flreng^h  to  aflSft  us  in  our  temptations  an3  combats^ 
God's  loving  fpirit  to  comfort  us  in  our  afHidions  and 
Qwiefles. 

Nor  can  any  do&rine  in  a  more  fure  or  kindly  manner 

appeafe  and  fatisfy  a  man's  confcience,  fo  as  to  produce 

therein  a  well-grounded  hope  and  folid  comfort ;  to  heal 

the  wounds  of  bitter  remorfe  and  anxious  fear,  which  the 

fenfe  of  guilt  doth  inflid,  than  doth  this,  which  afliireth 

r    tUy  that  God  Almighty,  notwithflanding  all  our  ofiences 

ir    oonunstled  againft  him,  is  not  only  reconcileable  to  us, 

e    bnt  defirous  to  become  our  friend;  that  he  doth  upon 

ht:   our  repentance^  and-  compliance  with  his  gentle  terms, 

Dd3 
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SERM.  .recdve  us  iinto  perfed  grace  and  ikvoar,  <fifi5hai|pqg  *" 

^^^*  our  guilts  and  debtor  however  contraded;  that  our  aadH 

vours  to  ferve  and  pleafe  God^  although  imperfefit  flii 

defe^ve,  if  ferious  and  fincere,  ihall  be  accepted  and  n 

warded  by  him. 

Such  is  the  dodrine,  law^  and  religion. of  Jefns}  « 
prefled  in  a  moft  unaiTeded  and  perfpicuoua  way,  vnAd 
the  gravity  and  fimplicity  of  fpeech,  with  all  the  nugii| 
iind  authority  of  propof^  becoming  chvine  truth;  ibii 
celleht,  and  fo  complete  in  all  refpefts,  that  it  is  beyw 
the  imagination  of  man  to  conodve  any  thing  better,  yH| 
I  dare  iky,  repugnant  to  the  nature  of  things  that  tlMil 
(hould  be  any  other  way  of  religion  (diflfisrent  fubihuids^ 
Irom  it)  (b  very  good.  God  himfelf^  we  may  prefumek 
lay,  cannot  ir^e  truer  notions  concerning  himielf-i 
concerning  us,  cannot  reveal  more  noble  or  more  vtM 
truths;  cannot  prefcribe  better  laws  or  rules,  onaM 
afford  more  proper  means  and  aids,  cannot  propond 
more  equal  and  reafonable  terms,  cannot  offer  higher  es* 
couragements  and  rewards,  cannot  difcover  his  mind  in-i 
more  excellent  way  than  he  hath  done  by  Jef'us,  for  ha 
own  glory  and  fervice,  for  our  benefit  and  happinefs:  b 
that  hence  we  may  reafonably  infer,  that  the  dodrinB 
taught,  the  law  promulgated,  the  religion  inftituted  bf 
Jefus  in  God's  name,  are  the  very  fkme  which  the  pis^ 
dictions  concerning  the  Meflias  do  refer  unto,  as  the  kt 
which  fhould  ever  come  from  God,  moft  full  and  perfeA^ 
univerfally  and  perpetually  obliging. 

a.  Thus  in  general  the  prophets  fpake  concerning  tk 
Meffias's  do£trine,  and  fo  that  of  Jefus  correfpondetk 
thereto :  but  of  that  do&rine  particularly  it  was  fignlfied} 
that  it  ihould  be  very  comfortable,  joyfiil,  and  acceptabk 
to  mankind;  as  containing  a  declaration  (peculiar  thereto) 
of  God's  kind  and  gracious  intentions  toward  us,  ove^ 
tures  of  efpecial  mercy  and  love,  difpenfations  of  all  forti 
of  fpiritual  bleffings;  the  pardon  and  abolition  of  fiiil 
committed,  peace  and  fatisia&ion  of  confcience,  deliver' 
Zcch.  IX.  9.  ance  from  fpiritual  ilaveries  and  capdvities;  Rej^ 
greatly y  O  daughter  efZim  ;  Jhout,  0  daughter  ofJertffk 
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m.-   bdtoldy  thjf  King  cometk  unto  thee:  fo  Zechoriah  SERM. 

lesketh  of  his  coining,  and  implieth  the  joyful  purport  of  *"U1-     _ 

U  meflage:  and,  How  l/eauliful,  futh  llaiah,  upon  iluiu.\iu7. 

tomntaini  are  the  feet  of  him  thai  bringetk  gdod  tidings, 

hat  puUiJhelh  peace;  that  bringetk  good  tidings  of  good, 

hat  puhlifheth  faluation ;  that  faith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God 

ngtielh.'  a.nd.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  vpmi  me;  l/ecaufeitL\n.i. 

ka  Lord  hath  anainted  me  to  preach  good  tidings  to  /Ae*'"'  '■'" 

ttetkj  he  hath  feat  me  to  bind  up  the  brokenhearted,  to  pro- 

imm  Ubtrlif  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  piifoa 

I*  thtfK  that  are  bound}  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of 

\ie  Lard,  and  the  day  of  vengeance,  or  of  recompcnce^  as 

the  LXX.   render   itj  of  our  God;  to  comfort  all  thati''»»M- 

tuum;  to  give  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion  beauty  for"^' 

|lAef,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment  ofpraifefor 

liefpirit  of  heavinefs.     It  is  a  part  of  what  God  in  Jere- 

aiah  promifed  to  difpenfe  by  him;  /  will  forgive  their  Sei.mi. 

buquily,  and  I  will  remember  their  Jin  no  more.     It  is  one  *' 

rf  the  Meflias's  performances,  to  faiiPt  tranfgreffion,  andD1n.iz.34. 

r«  make  an  end  of  _fins,  and  to  make  ^'fconcilialion  for  ^^^'^^^ 

iuquity  ;  to  Jpi inkle  clean  water  on  God's  people,  and  to^9. 

lav  them  from  their  uncleanneffes.     In  fine,  the  prophet  j'ji'a'j^ 

Zccbariah  laith  of  his  time,  that  tn  that  day  there Jhall  bezoA.  xiii. 

t  fountain  opened  to  l/ie  honje  of  David  and  to  the  inAabi-  '* 

tamtt  ofjtrufalemforjin  and  for  uncleannefs. 

Mow  to  all   this  the  preaching  of  Jefus  did  exa£tly 
Borrerpond;  it  being  indeed,  as  it  was  named,  a  Gofpel,  or 
meflagc  of  good  and  joy;  declaring  the  fpecial  good-will 
9f  God,  and  his  merciful  willingnefs  to  be  reconciled  to 
unkind ;  offering  peace  and  pardon  to  all  that  are  fenli- 
Ide  of  their  guilt,  and  penitent  for  their  fm ;  imparting 
reft,  comfcH-l,  and  liberty  to  all  that  are  weary  and  afOiAed 
■nth  fpiritual  burdens,  grievances,  and  flaveries ;  taking 
sff  all  grievous  yokes  of  fuper^Ution,  fervility,  and  fin ; 
md  in  their  (lead  impofing  a  no  lefs  fweet  and  pleajant, 
thin  juft  and  reaibnable  obedience;  uiniflering  all  Ibrts 
if  blefiings  needtiJ  (or  our  fuccour,  relief,  eafe,  content,  ^g,^,_g, 
indifelfiuv;  wholly  breathing  fweeteft  lov^  (all  kinds  ofltom,T.ia. 
ore}  lore  between  God  and  man,  between  man  and  man,, j"^'*'*' 
D  d  4  ^1<  V'  **• 
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SERM.  beiwecn  man  and  his  own  confcJence;)  fiUingtheheanirf 
XVIll,  ihore  wlio  fincerely  embrace  and  comply  with  it,  wHb 
prefunt  joy,  and  railing  in  them  gladfome  hopes  of  future 
blifs.  Ii  was  indeed  the  moft  joyous  found  that  ever  en-' 
tertil  iiiui  man's  ears,  the  moft  welcome  news  that  evef 
was  reportcil  upon  earth  ;  news  of  a  certain  and  perfeS 
fa1v:ilioii  from  aJI  the  enemies  of  our  welfare,  from  all  the 
caiifes  of  mifchief  and  mifery  to  us;  well  therefore  dcfer»-' 

Luke  ii.  lo.ing  tbut  aufpiciouB  gratulation  from  ihe  angel — Behold,  I 
I'TiTig  yaii  tidings  of  great  joy,  uhichjhall  be  to  all  people. 
3.  Collateral  unto,  or  coincident  with,  ihofe  perfonn- 
anccB,  {ihe  teaching  fuch  a  doftrine,  publifhing  fuch  ■ 
law,  dirpcnfing  fuch  blcflings,)  was  the  formal  inftituiion 
aTid  cllablidiment  of  a  new,  everlafting  covenant,  (different 
from  all  precedent  covenants,  and  fwallowing  them  up  in  ' 
ils  perfection,)  a  covenant  between  God  and  man,  wherein 
Godj  entering  into  a  moft  ftriti  alliance  and  relation  with  ( 
us,  (liould  be  pleafed  to  difpenfe  the  bleflings  of  fpirilnil  ' 
illnniinatioii  and  afliftance,  of  mercy  and  favour,  of  faiva- 
liun  and  IVIicity  ;  wherein  we  in  way  of  condition,  ac-  1 
ihligations    of  juftice   and   gratitude,  (hould  < 


nka/  Jejia  is  ike  true  M^ffuu.  4fi^ 

pedal  put  thereof  he  exprefleth  thus  ;    'Let  the  wicked  SBRM. 
nam  Jorfake  his  way,  and  the  umighteotis  man  his  thoughts;  XVlIf . 
imd  lei  him  return  mtlo  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  viercy  j^  j,  ._ 
iipeR  Aim,'  and  to  our  God,  and  he  will  abttndantly  par- 
Im.    Of  the  lame  covenant  God  in  Ezekiel  fpeaketh 
ihoi;  /  will  Jet  ttp  one  Jhepherd  over  them — and  I  will  Erek, 
mmht  with  them  a  covenant  of  peace,  aiai  it  Jhall  be  an  ""'ixril 
werlafiimg  covenant  with  them — and  I  will  fet  my  /anc-ao.xniL 
lacrjr  n  the  midfi  of  them  for  evermore — they  Jhall  alfo  **'    '^' 
Mtt  m  my  judgments,  and  objerve  my  JIalules,  and  do 
Ihem.     Of  the  fame,  Ciocl  thus  declaieth  in  Jeremiah, 
Doft  fully  and  plainly  reckoning  the  particular  bleflings 
mdered  therein:  Behold,  the  days  came,  faith  the  Lord, Jtt.xxx\, 
■hat  I  will  make  a  new  covenant  with  the  houfe  oflfrael,  *'*  "^ 
md  the  houje  ofJudah;  not  according  to  the  covenant  that 
r  made  with  their  fathers  in  the  day  that  I  took  them  by 
ihe  hand  to  bring  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt — bat  this 
9uiU  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  hovfe  of  If- 
vet;  After  thofe  days,  faith  the  Lord,  I  will  put  my  law 
mto  their  init-ard  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts;  and  I 
will  be  their  God,  and  they  Jhall  be  my  people :  and  they 
tiall  teach  no  more  every  man  his  brother,  faying.  Know  the 
hard}  for  they  fltall  all  know  me,  from  the  leajl  of  them 
nUa  the  greatefl,  faith  the  Lord ;  for  I  mil  forgive  their 
iniquity,  and  I  will  remember  their  Jin  no  more :  which 
vordi  fignify  the  lenor  of  that  covenant  on  God's  part  to 
import,  that  God  would  impart  a  full  and  clear  difcovery 
of  bii  will  unto  them,  whom  it  ihould  concern;  that  he 
irould  afiord  to  them  all  requifite  means  and  helps,  qualiiy- 
ing  them  for  the  performance  of  their  duty ;  that  he  would 
lieftow  on  them  (complying  with  the  terms  of  this  cove- 
nant, and  performing  their  duty)  an  entire  remillion  of 
Ul  their  fins,  with  an  aOlirance  of  hia  contiant  and  pcr- 
Mtual  favour. 

Now  that  JefuB  did  inditute  fuch  a  covenant,  wherein 
lU  the  benefits  promifed  on  God's  part,  and  all  the  duties 
cqnired  cm  our  parts,  do  pundually  correfpond  to  the 
enni  of  that  preddigned  by  the  prophets,  is  apparent  by 
he  whole  tcnor-of  the  CbiiHian  Gofpel  j  wherein  a  full 
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SERM.  declaration  of  God's  will  is  hdd  finrtht  fo  thai  no  ibsb 

XVIIL  ^except  out  of  wilfulnefs  or  nq^yigenoe)  can  bp  l^ioiaBi 

Luke  iziT.  thereof;  wherein,  upon  comUtion  of  £uth  and  repeatanoi^ 

A&»  V.  ai.  God's  mercy  and  pardon  are  exhibited  and  oflfered  to  ill; 

H.  3B.        wherein  the  communication  of  God's  holy  Spixit  of  grsoe 

'  (for  dire&ing  and  affifting  the  embracers  of  this  covfout 

in  the  pra£Uce  of  thdr  duty)  is  promiled  and  difpeaU; 

wherein  on  our  part  faith  in  God  (or  heartily  retorai^glo 

him)  and  faithfiil  obfervance  of  God's  laws  are  reqomd; 

wherein  God  declareth  a  mod  &yourabIe  regard  and  lofs 

(together  with  very  near  and  endearing  relations)  to  tbofc 

who  undertake  and  conform  to  his  terms ;  of  which  new 

Heb.  is.  IS.  covenant  Jefus  is  reprefented  the  Angel,  the  Mediator^ 

«3.'  viii.  6.  the  Sponfor;  having  by  his  preaching  declared  it,  by  Ui 

1  Tim.  ii.  5.  merits  and  interceffions  purchaied  and  procured  it,  by  hil 

blood  ratified  and  afTured  it  to  us. 

4.  In  coincidence  alfo  with  thole  performances,  it  is  de- 
clared that  the  Meflias  (hould  ereft  a  kingdom  fpiritusl 
in  nature,  univerfal  in  extent,  and  perpetual  in  duration; 
by  the  power  and  virtue  whereof  the  enemies  of  God's 
people  (hould  be  curbed  and  quelled;  the  fubjeds  of 
which  fhould  live  together  in  amity  and  peace,  in  iafety 
and  profperity;  wherein  truth  and  righteoufnefs  (hould 
glorioufly  flouri(h.  The  chief  telUmonies  of  ancient  Scrip- 
ture predicting  this  kingdom  1  had  occafiou  before  to  men- 
tion, and  (hall  not  repeat  them  now ;  only  concerning  the 
nature  and  extent  thereof  I  (hall  add  fomewhat,  ferving  for 
illuftration  and  proof  of  our  main  purpole. 

That  it  was  to  be  a  fpiritual  kingdom  (not  a  vifible  do- 
minion over  the  bodies  and  eftates  of  men,  managed  by 
external  force  and  co-a6lion,  but  a  government  of  men's 
hearts  and  confciences  by  fecret  infpirations,  and  moral 
inftru^ons  or  perfuaiions)  may  be  feveral  ways  coUe&ed 
and  argued :  it  appeareth  from  the  temper  and  difpofition 
Tfa.  is.  6.  of  its  Founder,  who  was  to  be  a  Prince  of  Peaces  of  a 
peaceable,  meek,  patient,  and  humble  difpofition :  it  msy 
be  inferred  from  his  condition,  which  was  not  to  be  s 
(late  of  external  grandeur  and  magnificence,  but  of  pover- 
ty and  affliction ;   for  he  was  to  be  as  he  is  defcribed^ 
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mean  and  defpicable  in  appearance ;   having  no  form  or  S  £RM. 
eomeUnefs,  no  beapty^  that  when  we  Jhould  fee  hinij  we  ^VHL 
fimM  defire  him  ;  being  a  man  offorroWy  and  acquainted  ifa.  liH.  «, 
with  grief:  it  alfo  followeth  from  the  events  happening  ^'♦•^•*^*"- 
to  him,  which  were  not  to  conquer  and  triumph  openly  in 
▼iew  of  carnal  eyes;    but  to  be  de/pifed  and  rejected,  to 
be  affi&ed,  opprefled^  and  (laughtered  by  men ;  the  fame 
we  may  leam  from  the  manner  of  its  eftablifhment  and 
propagation ;  which  was  not  to  be  tS6Gted  by  force  and 
violence,  but  by  virtue  of  a  quiet  and  gentle  inflruf^ion ; 
by  reafonable  words,  not  by  hard  blows :    fo  doth  the 
Prophet  fignify,  when  he  faith  of  the  Mcfiias,  that,  with  iri.  xi.  4. 
fighteoufnefs  flioU  he  judge  the  poor,   and  reprove  with 
equity  for  the  meek  of  the  earth;   and  he  Jhallfmite  the 
earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouthy  and  with  the  breath  of  his 
lips  he  fhall  flay  the  wicked :    not  by  force  of  hands,  t)r 
terror  of  arms,  not  in  furious  and  bloody  combats,  but  by 
the  fpiritual  rod  of  his  mouthy  with  the  foft  treat k  of  his 
lips  he  was  to  flay  the  wicked,  converting  them  unto  right- 
eoufnefs :  fo  doth  Daniel  alfo  imply  when  he  faith,  that  a  Dan.  U.  44» 
Jlone  cut  out  of  the  mountains  without  hands  Jhould  break  *^* 
in  pieces  and  confume  all  other  kingdoms.    Yea  the  nature 
thereof  itfelf  doth  argue  the  fame ;  for  the  laws  enjoined 
and  duties  required,  the  bleflings  miniftered  and  rewards 
propounded  therein  are  purely  fpiritual,  not  relating  to  a 
temporal  ftate,  yea  hardly  coniifting  with  fecular  domina* 
tion ;  as  may  appear  by  attending  to  its  fundamental  con- 
ftitution,  or  to  the  covenant  fettled  between  the  Prince 
and  iubjeds  thereof;  wherein  the  divine  fpirit  and  grace, 
light  and  knowledge,  mercy  and  pardon  for  fins,  comfort 
of  mind,  and  peace  of  confcience,  God's  efpecial  love  and 
bLYOOTf  things  merely  fpiritual,  are  exprefsly  proraifed; 
bat  worldly  power,  wealth,  and  profperity  are  pretermit- 
ted;  and  thence  may  judly  be  prefumed  no  ingredients, 
or  appurtenances  thereof.     Indeed  the  conftitution  of  a 
temporal  or  worldly  kingdom,  with  viiible  pomp  and 
luftre,  fuch  as  the  Jews  (a  grofsly  conceited  and  fenfually 
aiieded  people)  did^  miftaking  the  Prophets,  defire  and 
exped,  had  been  a  thing,  as  very  agreeable  to  the  carnal 


4ia  Thai  Jefus  is  the  true Mffflas^ 

SBRM.  or  childifh  opinions  of  men^  fo  in  reafonable  efteem  of  no 
XVIll.  confiderable  value,  benefit,  or  ufe  to  mankind :  fuch  a  do* 
'  mination  could  only  have  concerned  the  mortal  part  and 

temporal  flate  of  man ;  it  could  only  have  procured  fome 
trivial  conveniences  for  our  bodies,  or  gratifications  to  our 
fenfe :  the  fettlement  alfo,  and  prefervation  of  fuch  a 
kingdom  (according  to  that  vaft  extent  and  long  duratioo 
which  the  Prophets  imply)  feemeth,  without  quite  alter^ 
ing  the  whole  irame  of  human  nature,  fcarce  pofSbk; 
and  reafons  there  are  obvious  enough,  why  it  would  not 
be  expedient  or  beneficial  for  men :  but  the  founding  and 
upholding  a  fpiritual  kingdom  (fuch  as  we  defcribed)  is 
evidently  of  ineflimable  benefit  to  the  nobler  and  more  di* 
vine  part  of  men ;  may  ferve  to  promote  the  eternal  wdn 
Care  of  our  fouls ;  may  eafily,  without  changing  the  natn- 
ral  appetites  of  men,  or  difturbing  the  world,  be  earned 
on  any  where,  and  fubfift  for  ever  by  the  occult  influenoei 
of  divine  grace ;  it  confequently  is  moft  worthy  of  God  to 
defign  and  accomplifh.  Such  a  kingdom  therefore  was 
meant  by  the  Prophets,  being  indeed  no  other  than  a 
church,  or  fociety  of  perfons,  with  unanimous  confent 
heartily  acknowledging  the  one  true  God  of  Ifrael,  Maker 
of  heaven  and  earth,  for  their  Sovereign  Prince  and  Law- 
giver; fubmitting  themfelves  in  all  their  a6lions  to  his 
laws  and  commands,  expeding  protection  and  rccom pence 
of  their  obedience  from  him. 

As  for  tiie  general  extent  of  this  kingdom,  and  the 
Meflias's  proceedings  in  fettling  and  propagating  it,  that 
is  alfo  very  perfpicuoufly  and  copioufly  reprefented  in  the 
ancient  Prophets,  who  declare  that  by  him  mankind  (then 
immerfed  in  deep  ignorance  and  error,  in  wretched  impiety 
and  wickednefs,  in  utter  eftrangement  and  averfation  from 
God  and  goodnefs)  fhould  be  reduced  to  the  knowledge, 
woribip,  and  obedience  of  God ;  that  they  fhould  be  re- 
ceived into  God's  proteftion,  and  fhould  partake  of  his 
fpecial  favour;  that  all  nations  of  men  fhould  by  the 
Meffias  be  enlightened  with  faving  knowledge,  and  con- 
verted to  the  praftice  of  true  righteoufnefs ;  that  all  men 
every  where  (all  that  would  regard  and  obferve  his  word. 
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in  God's  defign  and  defire,  in  effeft  a  numerous  oom<-  8BRM. 
y  of  men)  Ihoidd  by  his  means  be  aggregated  to  God's  XVIII. 
urch,  and  rendered  God's  people ;  enjoying  the  bene*  """^"~" 
and  privileges  fuitable  to  that  date  or  relation :  in  ex- 
fling  thefe  things  the  ancient  Scriptures  are  very  preg- 
t  and  copious :  Mofes,  in  that  mod  divine  fong  (en'> 
d  by  God  himfelf,  and  uttered  in  his  name)  which  feem- 

to  cont^n  the  hiftory  and  the  continual  fate  of  the 
n(b  people,  doth  foretell  this^  and  concludeth  his  fong 
rewith ;  as  with  the  laft  matter,  which  Ihould  happen 
ing  God's  fpecial  relation  to  that  people,  importing 

period  of  Judaifm,  or  of  the  Ifraelitiih  theocracy. 
oicty  faith  he,  O  ye  nations,  with  his  people.    God  in  Deutzzxil. 

iecond  Pfalm  thus  fpeaketh  to  the  M eflias :    ^^  of^' 

and  I  will  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  lo.  * 
!  the  ntmoji  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  pojfejfion :  and  in"*^* "'  •' 
7ad  Pfalm  j  His  name,  it  is  faid,  fliall  endure  for  ever;Pf.l»ii.i7. 
namefhall  be  continued  as  long  as  the  fun;  and  fit^^*"'  ^' 
!/  be  bleffed  in  him  ;   all  nations  Jhall  call  him  bleffed  ; 
ihall  have  dominion  alfofromfea  tofea,  and  from  the 
r  to  the  ends  of  the  earth :  and  otherwhere ;   All  the  pfai.  xxW. 
%  of  the  earth  Jhall  remember  and  turn  unto  the  Lord;^^-  ^"*vl. 

all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  Jhall  worjhip  before  thee : 
f  I  wUl,  laith  God  in  Ifaiah  concerning  him,  give  theeUsL  ilvi.  9. 
a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayejl  be  myfalvation^^^'^'^^' 
he  ends  of  the  earth:  and,  The  glory  of  the  Lord  Jhall  lu,  jI,  5. 
evealedy  and  alljlejhjhalljee  it  together;  for  the  mouth 
he  Lord  hathjpoken  it :  The  Lord  hath  made  bare  hisu,  lu.  10. 
r  arm  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations  ;  and  all  the  ends  ofthe^^^  '"•*• 
k  Jhall  fee  thefalvation  of  our  God:  and,  He  Jhall  noMAu  xlH.  4. 

nor  be  difcouraged,  till  he  have  fet  judgment  in  the  °°*'*^'*' 
A;  and  the  ijles  (that  is,  the  European  nations) ^^U 
tfor  his  law :  and.  In  this  mountain  Jhall  the  Lord  o/*lfiu  zxv.  ^ 
r  make  unto  all  people  afeq/l  of  fat  things,  a  feajl  of^'  ^ 
e  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  wine  on 
lees  well  refined ;  and  lie  will  dejlroy  in  this  mountain 
face  of  the  covering  caji,  over  all  people^  and  the  veil  that 
fread  over  all  nations :  and.  In  that  day  there  Jhall  be  alfiu  xi.  10. 

ofJeffif  which  Jhall  Jand  for  an  enjg^  of  thepeopb; 
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SERM.  ^9  itjhatt  the  Gentiles feek;  and  its  re/l  JhoU  be  gUrimu: 

XVIII.   and,  /  amfovghl  oflliem  that  ajked  not  for  me;  lamfotmi 

Ifa  i^y^  j^  of  them  thai  fought  me  not ;  Ifaid,  Behold  me,  behold  tw, 

Rom.  ix.    fifiiQ  a  nation  thai  was  not  called  by  my  name :   and.  It 

ifa'.  li.  9.    Jhali  come  to  pafs  in  the  laft  daysy  fay  both  Ifaiah  and  Mi- 

Mic.  IV.  1.  ^^Y\  in  the  fame  words,  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's 

Jiotiftjhall  be  e/iabli/Iied  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and 

Jhall  be  exalted  above  the  hills^  and  all  nations  Jhall flow 

Mil.  i.  11.  unto  it:    and*  From  the  rifing  of  the  fun  y  faith  God  in 

Malachi,  even  unto  the  going  doum  of  tliefamey  my  name 

Jhall  be  great  among  the  Gentiles ;  and  in  every  place  ta* 

cen/e Jhall  be  offered  unto  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering: 

Hof.  ii.  u«.  and,  J,  faith  God  in  Hofea,  will  have  mercy  upon  her  that 

Rom.  is.    ^^  ^^^  obtained  mercy  ;  and  I  will  fay  unto  them  which 

96,  d5.       were  not  my  people.  Thou  art  my  people  ;  and  they  Jliall 

Jay,  Thou  art  my  God:    in  the  place  where  it  was  find 

unto  them.  Ye  are  not  my  people,  it  Jhall  befaid  unto  them^ 

ifa.  ix.  5.    Ye  are  ihtjons  of  the  living  God:  and,  The  abundance  of 

the  fea  Jliall   be  converted  unto   thee,  failh  God   to  his 

Church;   the  forces  of  the  Gentiles  Jhall  come  unto  thee: 

Ifa.  xliii.  5,  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee;  I  will  bring  thy  feed  from  the 

^'  eajl,  and  gather  thee  from  the  weft. ;  I  will  fay  to  the  norths 

Give  up  ;    and  to  thefouth,  Keep  not  back  ;   bring  my  fons 

from  far  J  and  my  daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth : 

Ifa.  lir.  1— and.  Sing,  0  barren,  thou  that  didft  not  bear,  it  is  (aid  to 

Gal  IV  «7  ^^  Gentile  Church ;    break  forth  into  fnging,  and  cry 

aloud,  thou  that  didft  not  travail  with  child  ;  for  more  are 

the  children  of  the  defolale  than  the  children  of  the  married 

Vide  Amos  wife,  faith  the  Lord :  Enlarge  the  place  of  thy  tent,  and 

Aasxv'ii  ^^  them  Jlretch  forth  the  curtains  of  thine  habitations^^ 

Ac.  for  thou  Jhalt  break  forth  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the 

left;  and  thy  feed  Jhall  inherit  the  Gentiles-^for  thy  Mater 

is  thine  hufband,  {the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name;)  and  thy 

Redeemer  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael ;  The  Lord  of  the  whole 

If.  xxxv.  \,  earth  Jhall  he  be  called  —  The  wildemefs  and  the  folitary 

place  Jhall  be  glad  for  them  ;  the  defer  t  Jhall  rejoice,  and 

bloffom  as  the  rofe,  &c. 

Such  is  the  nature  and  fuch  the  extent  of  the  Mei&as's 
kmgdoin ;   now  that  Jefus  hath  ereded  and  fettled  a 
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kii^(dom  of  a  fpiritual  and  heavenly  nature,  (the  which  is  SER  M* 
therefbre  in  his  Gofpel  ftyled  the  kingdom  of  heaven^  the  ^vm* 
kingdom  of  God,  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  the  kingdom  thai 
was  to  come,)  whereof  God  is  the  abfolute  Sovereign ;  the 
throne  whereof  is  in  heaven  above,  which  beareth  fway  in 
the  fouls  of  men ;    wherein  God  govemeth  in  effedual 
manner,  (moft  righteoufly  and  fweetly,  with  admirable 
wifilom,  juftice,  and  clemency ;  with  mighty  power  alfo, 
and  awfbi  authority,)  according  to  moft  excellent  laws, 
by  his  holy  word,  and  powerful  fpirit;  propofiiig  moft 
predous  rewards  to  the  obedient  fubje£ts  thereof,  and 
threatening  dreadful  puniiliments  to  the  rebellious ;  pro- 
te^ng  and^  laving  the  fitithful  people  from  all  their  ene- 
mies, (from  the  powers  of  darknefs,  from  the  temptations, 
allurements,  menaces  of  the  flefh  and  the  world  here, 
from  death  and  hell  hereafter;)   that  alfo  Jefus  (who,  as 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  doth  according  to  the 
Gofpel,  by  authority  derived  from  God,  and  in  God's 
name,  adminifter  the  government  hereof)  hath  in  tffeft 
been  avowed  as  Lord  and  King ;   that  his  authority  hath 
had  great  efficacy  upon  the  minds  and  confciences  of 
men;    what  noble  trophies  over  fin  and  wickednefs  his 
word  hath  raifed ;    in  what  glory  and  niajefty  through 
many  ages  he  hath  reigned,  is  evident  from  obvious  re- 
cords of  hiftory  and  from  plain  experience. 

The  extent  of  this  fpiritual  empire  raifed  by  our  Lord 
(of  that  doftrine  which  he  taught,  of  that  reformation 
which  he  introduced,  of  that  Church,  or  fpiritual  fociety, 
knit  together  in  faith  and  charity,  which  he  founded,  of 
that  whole  difpenfation  which  he  managed)  is  alfo  tho- 
roughly commenfurate  to  the  extent  of  whatever  in  thefe 
kinds  the  Mefiias  was  to  achieve :  the  empire  of  Jefus  in 
its  nature  and  deiign,  according  to  right  and  obligation,  is 
declared  univerfal  and  boundlefs,  coextended  with  the 
world  itfelf,  and  comprehending  all  generations  of  men  ; 
sSk  nations  being  fummoned  to  come  under  the  wings  of 
its  jurifdidion ;  all  perfons  being  invited  to  partake  the 
benefits,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  thereof:  The  Lordj  and  Adi  x.  ts. 
Judge  of  all  men ;  *  the  Saviour ,  and  Redeemer  of  the 
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SERM.  world;  the  common  light  ofmen^  and  Captain  of  bumti 
XVIII.  life,  are  titles^  which  Jefus  aflumed  to  himfelf:  M 
MsLtt.x\.Q7Jhings  are  delivered  to  me  of  my  Father;  Thou  hq/l  givm 
John  ifii.a.  Ai^  power  over  alljlejh ;  All  judgment  is  committed  to  tk 
Matt.  Son  ;  yea,  All  power  ts  given  unto  me  tn  heaven  and  eartn^ 
xxviii.  18.  f^jj  jg  ^Yie,  authority  he  clainieth  and  aflerteth  to  him- 
Mark  xvi.  felf :  Going  into  the  worldy  preach  the  Gofpel  to  every  cna- 
Matt.  ture;  Goy  and  difcipline  all  nations^  baptizing  them-^ 
xxyiii.  19.  fuch  was  the  commiffion  and  charge  delivered  by  Jefus  to 
45.  '  his  officers  and  minifters  :   The  grace  of  God  which  hvig' 

J^"- '.?•  ethjalvation  hath  appeared  to  oilmen;  The  times  of  ign^' 
80.  ranee  God  having  winked  atj  doth  now  invite  all  men  even/ 

9 Cot. yr.  19, where  to  repent;  God  was  in  CHri/i  reconciling  theuHnrli 
iTim.ii.4.ttii^o  himfelf y  not  imputing  their  fins;   God  our  Samv 
will  have  all  men  to  befavedj  and  to  come  to  the  acknow- 
Col.  1.90.   ledgment  of  tlie  truth;  The  Gofpel  hath  been  preached  i% 
every  creature  under  heaven — fo  do  the  Apoftles  declare  the 
latitude  of  the  evangelical  difpenfation  according  to  its  na- 
ture and  defign :  fo  that  well  may  we  cry  out  with  Clemens 
'Aniwmrt  St  Alcxandrfnus,  Hearken  ye  that  are  afar  off,  hearken  ye  that 
inirmrt  i    OTC  vcor ;    the  word  is  not  hid  from  any^  it  is  a  common 
[ry^s'i*    light  J  itfhineth  to  all  men;  there  is  no  Cimmerian  in  re* 
9mt  i  xcyiff  fpeSl  to  ihe  Gofpel.    So  in  defign  and  of  right  is  Jefus's 
wiT^irin    do^rine  and  difpenfation  common  to  all  nations  and  to 
•••iwirir-all  perfons;    all  in  duty  are  obliged  to  entertain  it;  ill 
khu  Kififi'u  ^^y  '^^ve  the  benefit  thereof,  who  are  fit  and  willing  to 
jjy  ir x«y»r. embrace  it;  it  doth  not  indeed  obtrude  its  benefits  upon 
Protrtpf.     unwilling,  and  thence  unworthy  perfons ;  it  ufeth  no  un- 
kindly violence,  or  rude  conipulfion ;   but  it  allowetb,  it 
inviteth,  it  entreateth,  it  engageth  all  men  to  come,  ex- 
cluding only  thofe  from  a  participation  therein,  who  will 
not  hear  its  call ;  who  do  not  like,  or  love  it. 

In  effe£l  alfo  this  kingdom  hath  been  very  large  and 
vaft,  a  confiderable  part  of  the  world  having  very  foon 
been  fubjugated  by  its  virtue,  and  having  fubmitted 
Matt.  xxiv.  thereto.  As  the  lightning  comeih  out  of  t lie  eqfiy  andfhin- 
cth  even  unto  the  wejly  fo-fhall  the  coming  (or  prefence)  of 
the  Son  of  man  be ;  faid  he  concerning  the  fudden  and 
eifedual  fpreading  of  his  do^brine ;  and  the  event  anfwered 
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8  prediAion:    for  the  evangelical  light  did  in  an  in-  SERM. 

int  dart  itfelf  all  about,  fo  as  in  many  places  to  difpel  ^Vl^l* 

c  night  of  ignorance,  and  to  diilipate  the  fogs  of  wick-  ""■""""""" 

befs :  fo  that  ilie  utmoji  ends  of  the  earth  (of  which  ac* 

irding  to  the  moft  literal  fenfe  we  ourfelves  are  a  moft 

oper  inftance)   are  come  under  the  pofleffion  and  go- 

nmment  of  Jefus ;  are  reduced  to  the  acknowledgment 

id  veneration  of  the  only  true  God;    do  partake  of 

od's  favour,  and  hope  in  his  mercy ;  do  with  good  con- 

ience  (in  that  meafure  which  is  expeflable  from  the  na- 

hbI  infirmity  and  pravity  of  man,  in  various  degrees, 

toe  more,  fome  lefs  ftridUy)  ferve  God,  and  obey  his 

w» :  a  Church,  and  fpiritual  Zion,  (fpread  over  dix-ers  re-  Chryf. 

ons  and  countries,  confiding  of  feveral  nations  and  Ian- 51.  j,.  534/ 

oages,)  compared  in  good  order  and  fweet  communion, 

ith  through  a  long  courfe  of  times  vifibly  flourifiied  in 

rtnpetent  degrees  of  peace,  profperity,  and  glory ;  com- 

cnding  and  cherifhing  true  religion,  charity,  and  fo- 

itety ;  oflfering  continual  facrifices  of  holy  devotion  unto 

od,  celebrating  the  divine  name  and  praifes ;  producing 

rinj  noble  examples  of  all  piety  and  virtue;  a  Church 

all- regards  adequate  to  the  prophetical  expreflions  con- 

ndng  that  which  was  out  of  the  whole  world  to  be 

»He£bed  and  conftituted  by  the  Meflias. 

5^  If  we  do  fingly  compare  the  particular  confequences 

id  fucceiflles   of  the  Meflias's   performances,  exprefled 

r  the*  Prophets ;  we  (hall  find  an  exatl^t  correfpondence  to 

hat  tiatb  followed  the  undertakings  and  performances  of 

ir  Lord. 

They  tell  us,   that  great  oppofition  fhould  be  made 

^nft  it  by  the  Jews  and  by  the  *  Gentiles.  •  ffai-  >«•  1  • 

They  tell  us,  that  the  Meffias's  perfon  fhould  be  ac-toni\vi. 

lowledged,  woHhipped,  and  blelTed  all  over  the  world;  O'-  ®^-  P- 

II  nations  J  fay  they,  Jhall  ferve  him^ — all  nations  fhalln.ixxW. 


bleffed :  this  we  fee  for  almoft  feventeen  hundred  "» ^'* 
abundantly  performed  in  refped  to  Jefus,  by  the 
ily  fervioes  of  praife  and  thankfgiving  yielded  to  him  in 
•  univerfal  Church. 
They  fay,  that  the  knowledge  of  God  (hall  be  iar  ex- 

VOL.  IV.  E  e 
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8BRM.  tended  and  diffufed  over  ibe  world;  The  earih,  Skj  th 
XVIII.  Jkall  hefitUofthe  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  wm 
ifa.  xi.  9.    cover  thefea :  this  we  fee  fulfilled  by  the  large  propa^ 
tion  of  Chrifiian  dodrine. 

They  afHrm^  that  righteoufioefs  in  the  times  of 
MefSas  ihould  commonly  profper,  and  be  in  hi^  requ 
Pr.  Uxii.  7.  according  to  that ;  In  his  daysjhall  the  righteous flom\ 
*"^*  '^*  fo  we  fee,  that  virtue  and  piety  have,  ever  fince  Jc 
commended  them  to  the  world,  enjoyed  much  itipa 
having  been  praftifed  among  the  profeflbrs  of  bis  rellg 
in  fuch  degrees,  and  according  to  fuch  manner,  as  i 
condition  of  this  world,  the  humours  of  men,  and  the  i 
ture  of  human  affairs,  do  admit ;  nor  reafonably  can  i 
prophecies  be  underftood  to  mean  farther. 

They  farther  intimate,  that  upon  the  entertainment 

the  Meffias's  dodrine  and  law,  abundance  of  peace  i 

concord,  of  love  and  charity,  of  innocence  and  jufU 

fhould  enfue ;  fo  that  the  fellow-fubjc£ls  of  this  kingdc 

rr.  ixxii.  7.  although  of  different  dates  and  complexions,  (the  wolfi 

tf**^-  Ii°*  '^  lamb^  the  leopard  and  the  kid,  the  lion  and  the  ox, 

ixv.  95.  ii.  ajp  and  the  young  child;  that  is,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  1 

4.  XVI.  *^' jnjgh^y  gj^j  ^jjg  weak,  the  fierce  and  the  gentle,  the  era 

and  the  (imple  forls  of  men,}  fhould  live  and  conveife  1 
gether  amicably,  fafely,  and  pleafantly,  without  molefln 
wronging,  oppreflSng,  and  devouring ;  but  rather  help! 
Ifa.  xi.  5.  and  benefiting  each  other;  They  Jkall  not,  faith  the  Pi 
phet,  hurt  or  dejlroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain :  to  the  ms 
ing  good  of  which  particular,  the  do£irine  of  Jefus  d( 
temper  and  compofe  the  minds  of  thofe  who  do  truly  i 
derfland  and  embrace  it:  fuch  as  are  Chriftians  ind( 
(careful  followers  of  Jefus's  rules  and  example)  1 
thereby  difpofed  to  maintain  peace  and  amity  betw< 
themfelves,  yea  to  perform  all  offices  of  charity  and  kii 
nefs  to  one  another,  although  their  conditions  in  l 
world,  their  complexions,  their  endowments  and  abilit 
be  however  different ;  for  the  Chriftian  do£lrine  reprefe 
eth  all  that  embrace  it  as  fellow-fervants  of  the  fa 
Lord,  as  brethren  and  children  of  the  fame  Father, 
members  of  the  fame  body,  as  objeAs  of  the  fame  div 
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ard  and  love,  as  partakers  of  the  fame  prinlegea,  pro-  8  BflW. 
jrs  of  the  fame  truth,  conforts  of  the  fame  hope,  co-  XVHI, 
rs  of  the  fame  glory  and  happinefs,  as  thence  united 

allied  to  one  another  by  the  UriAeft  bands  and  moft 
earing  relations ;  hence  it  fuppleth  the  llouteft  heart, 
.  fweetcneth  the  fierceft  tempers }  it  inclineth  perfons 
htghefl  (late,  power,  wealth,  knowledge,  to  conde- 
ifive  humility  and  meeknefs  toward  themeaneft;  llus 
Ton  prefently  occurring  to  every  Chriftian  mind,  that 

Chriftian   brother  is  indeed  contemptible,  can  mth- 

folly,  may  without  fin  be  contemned:  whence  al- 
ugh  Jefus's  do^rine  hath  not  quite  removed  wars 
.  contentions  out  of  the  world,  yea  not  out  of  that  part 
reof  which  doth  acknowledge  him,  (fbr  that  were  a 
ig  impoffible,  without  a  total  alteration  of  human  na- 
^  or  rooting  out  of  it  thofe  appetites  of  pride,  volup- 
ufnefs,  felf-love,  and  covetoufnefs,  which  are  the  feeds 
ftrife ;   the  efie£ting  which  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that 

Prophets  did  intend,)  yet  hath  it  done  conliderably 
trd  it;  it  hath  difpofed  mAny  perfons  (many  great 
,  confidcrable  in  the  world)  to  a  very  juA,  innocent,  and 
c»able  converfation ;  it  hath  kindled  ardent  love  and 
BpoJlioa  toward  all  mankind  in  many  hearts;  it  hath 
duced  great  fruits  of  charity  and  bounty  in  perfons  of 
forts ;  it  hath  had  no  fmall  influence  upon  the  common 
e  of  things,  caufing  human  affairs  to  be  managed  with 
cb  equity  and  gentlenels,  retraining  outrageous  iniqui* 
ind  oppreflion. 

t  was  alfo  &rther  particularly  foretold,  that  great 
vx»  and  potentates  ihould  fubmit  to  the  Meffias,  feri* 
ly  vtormng  bis  authority  over  them,  yielding  vene- 
ioD  to  hii  name,  and  obedience  to  his  laws ;  with  their 
nr  and  wealth  promo^ng  and  encouraging  the  religion 
itoted  by  him,  defen^g  and  cherifhing  bis  faithful 
ipfe:    jfU  Ittiigs,  faid  the  Pfalmill  of  him,  ^fZ/a/^PT-Ix"-"* 
'irekim;  all  nationi  Jhall  do  himjervice:  To  a/ervanllf.iiix.i, 
nitrs,  &id  Ilaiah  alfo  of  him,  kings JhaU fee  and  artfe,*^'      "' 
hut  alfo  JhaU  do  worjidp  s  and  the  lame  Prophet  con- 
sniog  bis  Church;  Kings,  fiuth  hcj^U  be  thy  mirfing 


420  That  Jefus  is  the  true  Mefflas. 

SER^.Jathers,  and  queens  thy  nurfing  mothers;   they  JhaU  bow 
^"'  down  to  thee  with  tlieirface  toward  the  earth,  and  lick  up 
UAx,  3,10.  the  dufi  of  thy  feet :  The  Gentiles  JhaU  come  to  thy  lights 
*^'  and  kings  to  the  brightnefs  of  thy  rifing; — The  Jons  of 

Jirangers  JhaU  build  up  thy  walls,  and  their  kings  JhaU 
minijier  unto  thee;  —  Thou  Jhalt  Jitck  the  milk  of  the 
If.  ixii.a.  Gentiles^  and  Jhalt  fuck  the  breajls  of  kings  ; — The  GenL- 
tiles  JhaU  fee  thy  righteoufnefsj  and  all  kings  thy  glory* 
All  this  we  fee  plainly  to  have  been  accompliflied,  for 
that  foon  the  higheft  of  earthly  powers  did  fubmit  and 
(loop  thereto ;  that  many  great  princes  (great  and  glon- 
ous  as  even  the  world  hath  known  any ;  fuch  as  CoDfian- 
tine^  Theodofius^  Charlemagne^  and  others  of  like  illuf- 
trious  renown)  have  willingly  entertained  Jefus's  doc- 
trine, and  gladly  undergone  his  yoke;  that  long  fuc- 
ceflions  of  emperors  and  kings  through  the  beft  frequent- 
ed and  mod  civilized  part  of  the  world  have  ferioufly 
profefled  themfelves  the  fubjefts  and  fen^ants  of  Jefus; 
exprefling  humble  adoration  of  his  perfon,  and  yielding 
obfervance  to  his  laws;  maintaining  the  profeffion  of  hb 
religion  by  their  power,  fupporting  the  miniliers  of  it  by 
their  bounty,  cheri(hing  the  practice  thereof  by  manifold 
helps  and  encouragements ;  *  they  have  feemed  ambitious 
of  titles  drawn  from  perfonnances  of  this  nature,  affeAing 
and  glorying  to  be  ftyled,  Mqft  Chrijlian  Kings,  Catholic 
Kings,  Defenders  of  the  Faithy  and  Sons  of  the  Church. 

It  was  alfo  to  be  a  particular  confequence  of  what  the 
Meffias  Oiould  do,  that  by  virtue  of  his  performances 
idolatry  (that  is,  the  worihip  of  wicked  fpirits,  or  of  fic- 
titious deities)  Ihould  in  a  confpicuous  manner  be  van- 
quiflied,  driven  away,  and  deftroyed ;   the  worfhip  of  the 

ifa.  ii.  17.  only  true  God  being  fubllituted  in  its  room:    The  Lord 

1  fl 

Ezck.         alone,  faith  Ifaiah  concerning  his  times j  JhaU  be  exalted  in 

xxxvi.  2s.  ifia^  day,  and  the  idols  he^/haU  utterly  abolijh :    and.  It 
2.  JhaU  come  to  pajs,  faith  Zechariah,  in  that  day ^  faith  the 

Conft.  iipud  Euf.  tie  Fit,  Confi.  iii. 

'F.yi'  0  vvfBtpdrvt    vuiTtet;    xaB^   vTipli'tXii*    uveti   -^cLtfiti*.         Conjiant,   afmd 
Socr.  i.  9.  in  Epijf.  ad  I'Wel.  Aicxandr, 


7%ai  Jefus  is  the  true  Mefias.  421 

Lord  ofhojisj  I  will  cut  off  the  name  of  the  idols  out  of  the  SERM. 
landj  and  they  fhall  he  no  more  remembered;   and  alfo  I  XVIII. 
will  canje  the  Prophets^  and  the  unclean  fpirits  to  pafs  out 
of  the  land.     Now  this  we  know  was  foon  effefted  by 
the  dodrine  of  our  Lord,  in  a  moil  remarkable  manner : 
idolatry,  in  all  places  where  it  came,  did  flee  and  vanifh 
before  it;    the  Devil's  frauds  (whereby  he  fo  long  had 
abufed  and  befooled  mankind)  being  dete£led,  and  that  John  xii.ai. 
aathority,  which  he  had  ufurped  over  the  world,  being  Eph.  h.*  a. 
utterly  difavowed ;  all  the  pack  of  infernal  apoftate  fpirits  ?^°V  *^-  •• 
'being  not  only  rejeded  and  difclaimed,  but  fcomed  and  A6b  uvi. 
detefted.    Jefus  (as  the  Gofpel  telleth  us,  and  as  expe-  j^^^^  ^jj 
rience  confirmeth)  did  combat  the  Jhong  one,  did  baffle  29. 
and  bind  him;  he  difarmcd  and  rifled  him  ;  he  triumphed c^l^l**,^' 
over  him,  and  expofed  him  to  fliame ;    he  caft  him  out,  John  xii. 
and  diilblved  all  his  works.     At  the  appearance  of  Jefus's  ijohniii.s*. 
dodrine,  and   the   found  of  his   name,  his  altars  were 
deferted,  his  temples  fell  down,  his  oracles  were  ftruck 
dumb,  his  arts  were  Supplanted,  all  his  worihip  and  king- 
dom were  quite  fubverted.     The  fottifh  adoration  of  crea- 
tures (by  the  fuggellion  alfo  of  Satan,  and  by  man's  vain 
ikncy  advanced  to  a  participation  of  divine  honour)  was 
alfo  prefently  banifhed,  and  thrown  away;   the  only  true 
God  (the  Maker  and  Lord  of  all  things)  being  thence- 
forth acknowledged  and  adored  as  the  only  fountain  of 
good,  and  the  fole  obje£t  of  worfliip. 

Again,  whereas  in  regard  to  all  thefc  performances  the 
ftate  of  things  conftituted  by  the  Meflfias  is  dcfcribcd  {oKmtsofh**- 
different  from  the  former  ftate  of  mankind,  that  it  is  called  hTk^,  ,« 
the  creation  of  a  new  world:    For  behold,  faith  God  in^fa-ixv.  17. 
Ilaiah  concerning  the  Meflias's  times,  /  create  new  Aea-xiij-'.  is! 
vens  and  a  new  earth,  and  the  former  fhall  not  be  remem- 
bered,  nor  come  into  mind,  (whence  the  Jews  commonly 
before  our  Lord's  time  were  ufed  to  call  the  Meffias's 
time,  the  world  to  come,  the  future  age;)  it  is  plain  thato;«tr^inr 
Jefus  may  well  be  efteemed  to  have  accomplifhed  the  in-  Heb  *u*  5 
tent  of  thofe  exprefllions ;  he  (as  the  exafop^oar^s  toS  xSarfiti,  'o  ^UAA^t 
the  redifier  and  rearer  of  the  world,  as  Origen  calleth  JlJ^b.  vi.  6. 
him)  having  wrought  fo  huge  alterations  in  the  minds,  Ong.  in 
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SERM.  and  hearts,  and  lives  of  men,  in  their  principles  and  opi- 
'  nions,  in  their  difpofitions  and  in  their  praftioes;  hxna% 


fo  changed  the  face  of  afiairsy  and  reformed  the  courfe  of 

things  in  the  world;    brining  men  out  of  lamentaUe 

darknefs  and  error  into  clear  light  and  knowledge,  lelca- 

ing  them  from  fuperftition,  impiety,  and  wickednefs,  and 

engaging  them  into  ways  of  true  religion,  holinefs,  and 

Bph.  hr.  fls»  righteoufnefs ;  fo  many  perfons  being  apparently  rememd 

•  Cor.  XT.  t»  thejpirit  of  their  minds;  being  made  new  creaimnSf 

'^'  created  according  to  God  in  rightem^efs  end  true  ibfi- 

nefsj  fo  that,  as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks,  old  things  are  pagd 

away,  behold  all  things  are  become  new;  fo  that  what  the 

contumacious  Jews  in  anger  and  ill-will  did  call  Jefos'i 

^^^^^•••inftruments,  had  a  true  fenfe;   they  were  ol  tij*  olKefitf^ 

ivafaTweamn^,  they  who  had  turned  the  world  upfide  down; 

they  did  fo  indeed,  but  fo  as  to  fettle  it  in  a  better 

pofture. 

Concerning  which  good  effcAs  of  Chriftian  religion  the 

ancient  Chriftians  bad  good  reafon  to  glory,  and  to  hj 

o;  Si  ««Tif-  ^j^h  Origen ;   The  adverfaries  of  Chrifiianifm  do  not  dif- 

X0iTM9i^ftS  cerny  how  many  men*s  difeafes  offoul^  and  how  many  floods 

?  *Ori** in^f  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^'^^^  r^ffliTied;  and  how  many  men's Javage 

Ceif,  lib.  i.  manners  have  been  tamed  by  reafon  of  the  Chriftian  doc- 

Vid.°Chryf. '^^^^  *  therefore  being  fatisfled  with  the  public  beneficial' 

in  I  Cor.  i.  nefs  thereof  which  by  a  new  method  doth  free  men  from 

many   mifchiefsy  they  ought   wiUingly  to   render   thanks 

thereto  J  and  to  yield  teftimony^  if  not  to  tlie  truth  ofitj  yet 

to  its  profitablenefs  to  mankind. 

There  remain  behind  feveral  important  coniiderations 
appertaining  to  this  purpofe,  concerning  the  performances 
of  the  Meflias,  and  events  about  him ;  his  being  to  fufier 
grievous  things  from  men,  and  for  men ;  his  performing 
miraculous  works ;  the  yielding  various  atteflations  from 
heaven  to  his  perfon  and  doctrine ;  from  the  congniity  of 
which  particulars  to  what  Jefus  did  endure  and  a£l ;  and 
to  what  God  hath  done  in  regard  to  him,  the  truth  of  cor 
conclufion,  that  Jefus  is  the  very  Chri/l,  will  be  manifeft: 
but  dme  now  forbiddeth  the  profecution  of  thofe  matters; 
and  I  mud  therefore  referve  it  to  other  occafion. 
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N0W4  To  Atfli  that  M  able  to  keep  us  from  ^falling,  and  to  SERM. 
ng/en/  us  hlamelefs  before  the  prefence  qf  His  glory  with  XVIII. 
tceeding  jojf.  To  the  only  wife  God  our.  Saviour,  iegio'^'offeDdins- 
md  maje/iy,  dominion  and  power,  both  now,  and  for  ever,   Jude  i«. 

Unto  the  King  ^eternal,  immortal,  invifibU,  the  only  wi/s-^orun. 
iod,  be  honour  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen.  '  Ti"-  '■ 

Bleffing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  kim  Rn.  r.  la. 
\atfitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever 
ndever. 

Salvation  be  unto  our  God  which fittelh  upon  the  throne,  vi>-  lo- 
ndiuito  the  Lamb. 

Anun;    Bleffing,  and  glory,  and  wifdom,  and  thankf- jn.  la. 
WMgf  and  honour,  and  power,  and  might,  be  unto  our  God 
'vr  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 

tVortky  is  the  Lamb  that  wasjlaiu  to  receive  power,  andv.  19- 
iches,  and  wifdom,  and  Jlrenglh,  and  honour,  and  glory, 
■ad  bleffing. 

Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wajhed  us  from  aurjins  ml-  Si  & 
lis  own  blood,  and  Jtath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto 
3od  and  his  Father ;   to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for 
tver  and  ever.    Amen. 


9nli  in  3efii0  ClirUl,  &c 
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THAT  JESUS  IS  THE  TRUE  MESSIAS. 


Acts  ix.  22. 
—  Proving  that  Jefus  is  the  Chri/l, 

SERM.  What  is  the  true  notion  of  the  name  or  title  Chrijl, 
XIX.  yyQ  (Jn  difcourfing  formerly  upon  this  text)  did  explain. 
That  one  perfon,  to  whom  that  notion  fignally  doth  agree, 
was  by  God's  cfpecial  determination  to  come  into  the 
world,  we  did  alfo  in  the  next  place,  from  prophetical  in- 
ftru6lion  (backed  with  the  common  tradition  and  current 
opinion  of  God's  people)  declare.  We  farther  in  the 
fequel  did  propound  to  (hew,  that  Jefus  (whom  we  ac- 
knowledge) was  that  very  perfon ;  the  Meflias  prediSed 
by  the  prophets,  and  expcfted  by  the  Jews.  This  we 
have  already  (in  the  foregoing  difcourfes,  proved  from 
feveral  circumftances  of  his  birth  and  coming  among  men; 
from  his  perfonal  qualifications,  and  from  divers  illuftrious 
performances  managed  by  him,  in  correfpondency  to  what 
the  prophets  foretold  concerning  the  Meflias.  The  fame 
we  now  proceed  to  confirm  from  other  very  confiderable 
AAi  iii.  18.  particulars  foretold  by  them,  and  fuiting  to  him  ;  and  firft 
Luke  xvm.f^Qjj^  thofe  things,  which  the  Meflias  was  to  undergo  and 
fuffer. 

That  the  MeflSas  was  to  come  in  a  humble  and  homely 
manner,  (without   apj)earances   of  worldly  fplendour  or 
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irandeur;)  that  he  was  to  converfe  among  men  in  a  (late  SE-RM. 
<f  external  poverty  and  meannefs ;  that  he  was  to  be  dif-    XIX, 
egarded  and  defpifed  by  men ;   that  he  was  to  caufe 
offences,  and  to  find  oppofitions  In  his  proceedings ;  that 
le  ivas   to  be  repulfed  and  rejeded,  to  be  fcorned  and 
lated^  to  be  difgracefiilly  and  hardly  treated,  to  be  griev- 
lufly  perfecuted  and  afflicted  5  yea,  that  at  lad  he  was  to  be 
>rofecuted,  condemned,  and  executed  as  a  malefactor,  is  a 
:ruth  which  the  Jews  (although  they  firmly  believed  and 
^meftly  expected  the  coming  of  a  Meflias)  did  not,  and 
indeed  were  hardly  capable  to  entertain.     It  was  a  point 
repugnant  to  the  whole  frame  of  their  conceits,  yea  in- 
confiftent  with  the  nature  and  drift  of  their  religion,  as 
they   underftood    it.     For   their  religion   in  its   furEsice 
(deeper  than  which  their  grofs  fancy  could  not  penetrate) 
did  reprcfent  earthly  wealth,  dignity,  and  profperity  as 
things  highly  valuable;  did  propound  them  as  very  proper 
(if  not  as  the  fole)  rewards  of  piety  and  obedience ;  did 
imply  confequently  the  pofleffion  of  them  to  be  certain 
arguments  of  the  divine  good- will  and  regard;  they  could 
not  therefore  but  eAeem  poverty,  affliction,  and  difgrace, 
as  curfes  firom  heaven,  and  plain  indications  of  God's  dif- 
&vour  toward  thofe  on  whom  they  fell :  they  particularly 
did  conceit,  that  to  l)e  rich  was  a  ncceflary  qualification 
to  a  prophet,  (no  lefs  neceffary,  than  to  be  of  a  good  com- 
plexion, of  a  good  capacity,  of  a  good  life;)  Spiriius  Dei 
non  requiefcit  Juper  pauperem  ;  tlie  Spirit  of  God  re/is  not 
upon  a  poor  many  (that  is,  no  fpecial  communications  of 
grace,  wifdom,  goodnefs,  are  ever  by  God  afforded  to  per- 
fons  of  a  low  or  afflifted  condition,)  was  a  rule  they  had 
framed^  and  which  pafled  among  them.     That  he  there- 
fore, who  was  defigned  to  be  fo  notable  a  prophet ;  who 
was  to  have  the  honour  of  being  fo  fpecial  an  inftrument 
of  promoting  God's  fervice  and  glory;  who   therefore 
muft  be  fo  highly  favoured  by  God,  (Iiould  appear  defpi- 
cablej  and  undergo  great  afflictions,  was  a  notion  thai 
could  not  but  feem  very  abfurd,  could  not  otherwife  than  be 
very  abominable  to  them.    They  had  alfo  (in  congruity 
to  thofe  prejudices,  abetted  by  that  extreme  felf-love  and 
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8BHM.  felf-flatteiy,  which  were  peculiar  to  that  nadcm)  nuiU  b 
3UX.  themfelves  a  ftrong  opinion,  that  the  Mefliaa  was  to  oome 
in  a  great  vifible  ftate  and  power;  to  do  aAs  of  gicit 
prowefs  and  renown,  to  bring  the  nations  of  the  world  into 
fubjeSion  under  him,  and  fo  to  reign  among  them  in  g^ 
nous  majefty  and  profperity.  When  Jefus  thefcfiie 
(however  otherwile  anfwerable  in  his  drcumflanoes,  qos* 
lifications,  and  performances  to  the  prophetical  cfaanAot 


Mttt.  x?i.  of  the  Meffias)  did  appear,  fuch  as  he  did,  with  pfelenoei 
*^  (or  indmations  rather)  that  he  was  the  Meffias,  their  flo- 

mach  rofe  at  it,  they  were  hugely  ofiended  at  hnn,  they 
deemed  him  not  only  a  madman  (onepoflefledor^ftraAed) 
Mitt.  siii.  and  an  impofior,  but  a  blafphemer;  for  to  be  no  left  dM 
Matt.  uTi.  blafphemy  they  took  it,  for  fo  pitiful  a  wretch  to  arrQgrie 
M-  unto  himfelf  fo  high  a  lUgnity,  fo  near  a  relation  to  Go^ 

as  the  being  the  Meffias  &A  import.    We  fee  even  the 
Difdples  of  our  Lord  fo  deeply  tainted  with  this  nations! 
Mttt.  xvi.  prejudice,  that  (even  after  they  had  acknowledged  Urn 
John^xfL  *  to  be  the  Chrifl)  they  could  not  with  patience  hear  him 
!<•  foretelling  what  (hould  befall  him,  (St.  Peter,  upon  thst 

occafion,  even  juft  after  he  had  confefled  him  to  be  the 
Chriftj  did,  as  the  text  fays,  take  him,  and  began  to  rebuke 
Mitt.  XX.    him,  faying.  Be  it  far  from  thee^  Lord.)     Yea,  prefently 
'     *       after  that  he  moft  plainly  had  defcribed  his  fufierings  to 
them,  they  could  not  forbear  dreaming  of  kingdoms,  and 
being  grandees  in  them ;  yea,  even  after  our  Lord's  pailioD 
and  refurre£tion,  this  fancy  ftill  poflefled  them ;  for  even 
Aas  i.  6.    then  they  demand  of  htm,  whether  he  would  at  that  time 
reftore  the  kingdom  unto  Jfirael,  (meaning  fuch  an  external 
vifible  kingdom.) 

This  hence  of  all  things  notifying  the  Meffias  ieems  to 
be  the  only  particular  which  in  general  the  Jews  did  not, 
or  would  not, fee  and  acknowledge:  and  this  caufed  them 
to  overfee  all  the  rejiy  how  clearly  foever<(hining  in  and 
Kifienim   about  the  perfon  of  Jefus.    This  cloud  hindered  them 
mhU^t^    from  difceming  the  excelliency  of  his  do&rine,  from  re* 
P^S**  ^"^J'fiP^^^^K  ^^^  fanftity  pf  his  life,  from  being  afieded  with 
6.       *     the  wonderfulnefs  of  his  works ;  from  minding  or  credit- 
ing all  the  teilimonies  miniftered  from  heaven  unt(^him' 
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This,  as  St.  Paul  tells  us,  was  the  great  fcandal  which  SERM. 
obftrofted  their  embracing  the  Gofpel.  We  cannot  there-     XIX. 
fore  here,  as  in  other  particulars,  allege  the  general  con-  ,  cor.i.as. 
fent  of  God's  people,  in  expounding  the  prophets  accord- 
ing to  our  fenfe ;  this  being  one  of  thofe  points,  in  refpeft  .^^.  Ten. 
to  which  the  prophets  did  forefee  and  foretell  their  per- if*.  Vi.  9. 
vcrfc  ftupidity  and  incredulity ;  that  they  ihould  look  and  ^^^^  *!i:^- 
not  fecy  hear  and  not  underfiand;  yielding  herein  fpecialia. 
occafion  to  that  complaint,  ff^'ho  hath  believed  our  report  P^^ 

Yet  notwithfianding  their  (afieAed)  blindnefs,  there  is  if»-  J»>-  *• 
no  particular  concerning  the  M effias,  in  the  ancient  Scrip- 
tore,  either  more  frequently  (in  way  of  myflical  infinu- 
ation,  or  adumbration)  glanced  at,  or  more  clearly  (in 
dire£k  and  plain  language)  exprefled,  or  which  alfo  by 
reafonable .  dedudions  thence  may  be  inferred  more 
ilrongly  than  this.  St.  Peter  affirms,  that  God  hadfore^^^  »»•  is- 
Jkewed  it  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets  (not  only  of 
finne,  but  of  all  his  prophets:)  the  fame  our  Lord  him- Luke xx»^' 
felf  did  fignify  before  his  departure  to  his  difciples  out  of 
Mofes,  the  Prophets>  and  Pfalms,  (hewing  them  this  par- 
ticular, and  opening  their  minds  to  underfiand  the  Scrip- 
tures concerning  it;  concluding  his  difcourfe  to  them 
thus,  "On  3tw  yrypawretff  xol  5tw{  tist  To^eTv  tov  X^ifov,  Thus 
it  was  urritlen^  and  thus  ought  Chrift  (according  to  the 
prophetical  prefignifications  and  predidlions)  tofiiffer. 

For  the  explaining  and  confirming  of  which  truth,  let 
us  prefume  here  to  make  a  preparatory  difcourfe  or  di- 
greffion  (not  unfeafonable  perhaps,  or  improper  to  our 
purpofe)  concerning  the  nature  of  divine  prefignifications, 
which  may  ferve  to  declare  the  pertinency  of  many  cita- 
tions produced  out  of  the  ancient  Scripture  in  the  New 
Teftament,  (the  which,  together  with  others  connefted  to 
them,  or  bearing  analogy  to  them,  we  alfo,  being  aflured 
of  their  defign  by  the  authority  of  our  Lord  and  his  Apo- 
ftlesj  may  fafely  prefume  after  them  to  apply  to  the  fame 
porpofes.)  We  may  then  confider,  that  the  allwife  God, 
(who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  will,  ^j^-  *-  '>>' 
and  to  whom  all  things  are  prefent)  having  before  eternal  TSt.  i.  t. 
tixnes^  as  St*  Paul  fpeaketh,  determined  in  due  time  tOg^^a^ 

iii.  9.  Rom.  xti.  35.  Col.  i.  t6. 
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.1   Ifiid  iliu  MelllaB  for  accomplifliing  the  gfeateft  defig 
(;\  er  was  to  be  managed  in  thia  world,  (which  fliouk 

~iln;  liigheft  glory  to  himfelf,  and  procure  the  g 
licticlit  to  the  principal  of  his  creatures  here,)  did 
inconiprchenfible  providence  fo  order  tliinga,  that 
rpcti;il  difpcnrations  preceding  it  lliould  have  a  f 
ileiicy  and  advantageous  reference  thereto ;  To  thai 
ii  L'anie  upon  the  fUge,  it  might  appear,  that  the  D 
till'  plot  confifted  therein,  and  that  whatever  befo 
ao><.'(l,  had  a  principal  refpcft  thereto.  As  thercfon 
the  beginning  of  tilings  God  dtd  in  a  gradual  r 
make  real  preparations  toward  il,  by  fteps  impart! 
(joveries  of  his  mind  about  it,  or  in  order  to  it,  (fon 
III  Ailam  himfelf,  more  to  Abraliam  and  the  pati 
(oniewhat  ferther  to  Mofes,  much  more  yet  to  di 
tlie  prophets  among  his  chofen  people,  who  no 
Ibrctold  largely  concerning  it,  but  delivered  fcveral  i 
tiotis  conformable  to  il,  and  nearly  conducing 
pinmoting  thereof;)  fo  he  did  alfo  take  efpecial  e 

i-  ni.iiiy  appofite  refemhlances,  handfomcly  infcrted  i 

';i";iiis  dilpenfations,  to  fet  it  out,  and  to  infmuate  hifl 
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ed  to  have  been  fuch ;  the  moft  fignal  things  done  by  SERM. 
n,  or  be^lling  them,  having  been  futtcd  to  aafwer    XIX. 
ewhat  that  was  remarkable  concerning  him ;  we  may 
of  them  all,  as  tlie  ApoElIe  to  the  Hebrews  lays  of 

Jewilh  prielis ;   Tkey  ferved  to  the  fubindicatioa  and  Heb.  nii.  t. 
kwiitg  of  heavenly  things  (oiricf;   vveSiiy^utri   xol  ffxia 
Hisa-t  rm  twngcailas*.)     In  David  particularly  this  rela- 

is  fo  plain,  that  becaufe  thereof  often  (as  we  before 
MJ)  in  the  prophets,  (Jeremiah,  Ezeklel,  Hofea,)  the 
(lias  is  called  by  his  name.  It  indeed  well  fuited  the 
lity  of  this  great  Perfon,  and  the  importance  of  his 
Dcfs,  that  he  ihould  have  fuch  notable  ulliers,  heralds, 

harbingers  going  before  kis  face;  fumifhed  with  con-  Heb-iiii.^. 
aous  badges  and  enfigns  denoting  their  relation  to^''|''|^^ 
i  it  was  proper  that  God  fhould  appear  always  to  have  Col.  IL 1  j. 

an  exprefs  care  and  efpecial  regard  toward  him. 
jnfequently  ferves  for  our  ediflcation;  for  that  we  duly 
paring  things,  and  dilceming  this  admirable  corrcfpon- 
X,  may  be  fomewhat  inflruded  thereby,  and  fome- 
t  confirmed  in  our  faith;  may  be  exdted  to  the  adnri- 
m  of  God's  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  (fo  provident  for 

good;}  may  alfo  be  induced  thereby  the  more  highly 
[lore  the  Meflias,  and  to  efleem  his  defi^  <=.    Ml  iheje  1  Cat.  z. 
gi  (faith  St.  Paul,  having  compared  divers  things  con-  ''*  *' 
ing  Mofes  to  tilings  concerning  Chrill)  happened  as 
I,  and  they  were  written  for  our  admonition,  on  wham 
mds  of  the  world  are  come.     It  is  alfo  (for  illuflration, 

alfo  for  proof  of  ihefe  things)  to  be  obferved,  that 
lufe  thofe  eminent  fervanta  of  God  were  reprcfentatives  vtd.  Je 
thrift,  many  things  are  fpoken  of  them  as  fuch ;  many  ji'^^ph.  ' 
ga  are  afcribed  to  them,  which  only  or  chiefly  were  chryf, 
nded  of  him;  their  names  are  ufed  as  veils  to  cover ^g^' j^g'. 
rs  things  concerning  him,  which  it  feemed  not  to  di- «•**■•  *'• 
:  wifdom  convenient  or  feafonable  in  a  more  open  and 
r  manner  to  difclofc  promifcuoully  to  all  men,  (why 
1  Ihould  choofe  to  exprefs  things  of  this  nature  in  fuch 

UyK,  ^ttiMK  mi  ifx-'V  *&*«(  »•«  rimt  J/  Wt»  tftfn.     (Eufit. 

:c.) 
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SERM.  a  manner,  we  need  not  to  determine;  it  may  be  perhap» 
XIX.  for  reafons  beft  known  to  himfelf,  and  above  our  ken  or 
Rev.  it.  7,  cognisance;  yet  probable  reafons  may  be  affigned  for  it, 
ftcxiii.  isyei^  fome  more  than  probable  being  hinted  in  Scripture; 
Mttt.  xiii.  it  may  be  for  a  decent  and  harmonious  diftin£don  of 
Jjj^*'^'**  times,  of  difpenfations,  of  perfons;  it  may  be  from  the 
John  V.  ag.  depth  of  things  to  conciliate  a  reverence  to  them,  and  to 
Luke  XXIV.  ^^jjj^  ^j^^  p^^  ^  knowing  them,  by  the  difficulty  of 

1  Cor.  zii   doing  fo;  it  may  be  to  exercife  and  improve  men's  under- 
Eph.i.9,io!  landing,  to  inflame  their  defire,  to  excite  their  induftry, 
to  provoke ' their  devotion,  to  render  them  humble;  it 
may  be  to  reward  an  honed  and  diligent  ftudy  of  God'i 
word ;  it  may  be  for  occafion  of  freely  conveying  fpedal 
Mttt.  xiii.  gifts  of  interpretation ;  it  may  be  to  conceal  fome  tbingi 
yfi.  c!  ^^   ^^™  fome  perfons  unfit  or  unworthy  to  know  them,  efped- 
ally  from  perfons  haughty  and  felf-conceited ;  it  may  be  to 
ufe  the  ignorance  of  fome  as  a  means  to  produce  fome 
A6biii.  17- great  event,  {If  they  had  known j  they  would  not  have  crur 
1    or.  II.  8-^j^^  i^g  Lord  of  glory ;)  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  neceflary 
that  all  things  (hould  be  plainly  difcovered  to  all  perfons ; 
it  is  evident  that  fome  things  are  purpofely  couched  in 
parabolical  and  myllerious  expreflion;  it  is  particularly 
the  manner  of  prophetical  inftru£Uon  frequently  to  involve 
things,  the  full  and  clear  knowledge  of  which  is  not  con- 
gruous to  every  feafon  and  every  capacity :  but  to  return 
from  out  of  this  parenthefis  to  our  cafe.)     That  under  the 
names  of  perfons  reprefenting  Chrift  (or  of  things  we  may 
add  adumbrating  his  things)  many  things  are  intimated 
concerning  him  and  his  difpenfations,  may  be  colleded 
and  confirmed  from  hence,  that  many  things  are  attributed 
to  perfons  (and  to  things  alfo)  which  do  not  agree  to 
them ;  many  things  were  promifed,  which  appear  never 
accomplifhed,  except  after  a  very  improper  and  hyper- 
bolical manner  of  expreffion,  or  according  to  an  enormous 
widcnefs  of  interpretation ;  fuch  as  doth  not  well  fuit  to 
Ifa.  XXV.  8.  the  nature  of  true  hiftories  and  ferious  promifes.     Thus, 
for   inftance,  are   many   things   foretold   concerning   the 
large  extent  and  profperous  eftate  of  the  Jewifti  church, 
which  hiftory  and  experience  teftify  never  (according  to 
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Ti&nels  of  literal  acception,  yea  not  in  any  tolerable  de-  SERM. 
jcc  near  the  height  of  what  the  words  import)  to  have  * 

lappened.    Thus   alfo,  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  Hcb.  a.  4. 
vdl  ai^eth^  efieds  are  attributed  to  the  Jewifli  rites  and 
acrifices,  which  according  to  the  nature  of  the  thing  can- 
lot  belong  to  them,  otherwife  than  as  (hadows  and  fubfti- 
nites  of  higher  things.     Thus  alfo  what  is  with  folemn^-^W. 
Mth  promifed  to  Solomon  (concerning  the  vaft  extent  andixxzUi.  Ac. 
mdlefs  dur4tion  of  his  empire  in  righteoufnefs>  peace^  and 
profperity ;  together  with  his  mighty  a£ts  and  vidorious 
icbievements)  doth  not  appear  di  redly  in  any  competent 
meafure  to  have  been  performed.    Thus  alfo  David,  as 
St.  Peter  obferves  and  argues  in  the  fecond  of  the  Ads,  ^Ai  ii.  st* 
Ipeaketh  many  things  of  himfelf,  which  cannot  be  con- 
ceived  properly  and  literally  agreeable  to  him.     Such 
diings  therefore  are  reafonably  fuppofed  to  be  intimattons 
of  Ibmewhat  appertaining  to  the  future  more  perfed  ftate 
of  things  under  the  Meffias;  to  concern  him  (who  was  to^^\?*  ♦• 
be  the  end  of  the  Law)  and  his  difpenfation,  which  was  Luke  uii. 
to  coatain  the  accomplifhment  of  all  things  predided  and^^* 
prefignified.    This  is  that  which  St.  Auftin  fignifies  when 
be  ikys,  ^  WMck  Chri/i  (faith  he,  and  what  concerns  him) — all 
ike  promifes  of  that  nation^  all  their  prophecies,  prie/lhoods, 
Iberifices,  their  temple,  and  altogether  all  their  Jacraments 
refiund,  or  exprefs. 
Neither  are  thefe  things  only  faid  according  to  fuppo- 
flfliimed  in  the  New  Teflament,  but  they  agree  (as 
to  tkrir  general  importance)  to  the  fenfe  of  the  ancient 
Jews,  who  did  conceive  fuch  myfierious  references  often  to 
lie  couched  under  the  letter  of  Scriptures.   They  fuppofed 
a  midra/h  or  myfiical  fenfe  of  Scripture,  which  they  very 
ftudioufly  (even  to  excefs  commonly)  did  fearch  after. 
It  was,  as  Lud.  Capellus  affirms,  a  confident  and  conftant  l"  Ezerc 
c^nnion  of  their  dodors,  that  all  things  in  Mofes's  law 
vret^  typical,  and  capable  of  myftical  expofition.    And 
Philo's  writings  (coropofed  in  or  immediately  after  our 

^  Qvein  Chriftum— omoia  gentis  illius  promiflk,  omnes  prophetise,  fmocr- 
dolia,  iacrificia,  templum,  et  cun6U  omnino  facramenta  fonueninc.  Amg, 
md  fUmf.  Bp,  iii. 
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SERM.  Saviour's  times)  are  a  plain  confirmation  of  what  he  iaith ; 

XIX.    we  have  alfo  feveral  inflances  and  intimations  thereof  in  the 

Matt.  xxi.  New  Teftament.     Neither  probably  would  the  Apofties  in 

9,  4a.  xxii.  their  difcourfes  and  difputations  with  the  Jews  have  ufed 

this  way  of  interpreting  and  citing  paflages  of  Scripturei 

if  they  in  general  had  not  admitted  and  approved  it. 

Now  thefe  things  being  (curforily)  premifed,  we  return 
into  our  way,  and  fay,  that  the  Meffias's  being  to  fufier 
was  in  divers  paflages  of  the  ancient  Scripture  prefigured. 
Suppoiing  the  thing  itfelf  (hould  be,  there  is  a  peculiar 
reafon  why  it  (hould  be  fo  reprefcnted,  thus  exprefled  by 
Tertullian :  *  The  facrament  indeed,  Iaith  he,  of  Chrifis 
paffian  ought  to  have  been  figured  in  the  (ancient)  predica* 
tions ;  forafmuch  as  that  the  more  incredible  it  was,  if  it 
Jhould  have  been  preached  nakedly  ^  the  more  offenfive  it  would 
have  been ;  and  the  more  magnificent  it  was,  the  more  it 
was  to  be  fiiaded,  that  the  difficulty  of  under/landing  i< 
might  caufe  the  feeking  of  God*s  grace.  Suppofing  alfo  it 
(hould  be,  the  paflages  about  Abel,  Ifaac,  Jofias,  Jere- 
miah, (and  the  like,)  may  congruoufly  be  applied  thereto; 
the  elevation  of  the  brazen  ferpent,  and  the  killing  of  the 
pafchal  lamb,  may  appofitely  reprcfent  it;  the  Jewifh 
pricfts,  with  all  their  facrifices,  may  alfo  with  reafon  be 
brought  in  and  acconmiodated  thereto:  thefe  things  are  not 
indeed  by  thcmfelvcs  alone  apt  peremptorily  to  evince  that 
it  fliould  be ;  yet  do  they  handfomely  fuit  it,  and  adorn 
the  fuppofition  thereof,  according  to  the  notion  we  touch- 
ed about  the  typical  relation  between  the  matters  of  the 
old  world  before  the  Meflias,  and  thofe  of  the  new  one 
after  him.  But  with  a  clearer  evidence  and  ftronger  force 
we  may  affirm,  that  the  Meflias's  fufFerings  were  implied 
in  the  afflidlions  of  his  reprefcntative  king  David,  fuch  as 
he  in  feveral  Ffalms  (the  35th,  69th,  109th,  ii8th,  and 
efpccially  in  the  2 2d  Plalm)  defcribeth  them:  wherein 
divers  paflages  (exprefling  the  extreme  fadnefs  and  for- 

^  Utique  facramcntum  pafHonis  ip(ii2s  figurari  in  praKlicationibus  opor- 
tuerat;  quantoque  incredibilc,  tanto  magis  fcandaium  futurum;  quantoquc 
magnificum,  tanto  magis  adumbiandum,  ut  difHcultas  intene6tus  giatiam 
Dei  qusercrct.     Tertull.  in  Judaos^  cap.  1  o. 
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rmiefs  of  his  condition)  occur,  which  by  the  hiftory  of  SERBC. 
1  life  do  not  fo  well,  according  to  the  literal  fignifica-    XIX. 
m  of  words,  appear  congruous  to  his  perfon;  which 
erefore  there  is  a  neceility,  or  (at  leaft)  much  reafon, 
at  they  iliould  be  applied  to  the  Meffias,  whom  David 
d  reprefent. 

Which  being  admitted,  comparing  then  the  paflages 
e  have  there  to  what  befell  Jefus,  we  (hall  find  an  admi« 
ble  harmony,  there  being  fcarce  any  part  of  his  afflidion 
his  life,  or  any  circiunftance  thereof  at  his  death,  which 
not  in  emphatical  and  exprefs  terms  there  fet  out. 
bcie  we  have  exprefled  his  low  and  defpicable  eftate;  (Jpf.  xxii.  6. 

•  a  wormy  and  no  man ;  the  reproach  of  men^  and  de^ 
ifed  of  the  people.)''-^The  caufelefs  hatred  and  enmity  of 

e  populacy  and  of  the  great  ones  toward  him  j  {They  pf.  uix.  4. 

at  hate  me  without  a  caufe  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  w?y  "*^;  ^' 

m;  they  that  would  deftroy  me,  being  mine  enemies 

f^ngfully^  are  migfity :   they  conipaj/ed  me  about  with 

wds  of  hatred^  and  fought  again/i  me  without  a  caufe, — ) 

le  ingrateful  requital  made  to  him  for  all  the'  good  done 

'  him,  and  intended  by  him ;  {They  rewarded  me  evil  for  Pf.  zxxv. 

od,  and  hatred  for  my  love)— Their  rejefting  him  5  (TAc^^;?^^-^*; 

Htf  which  the  builders  refiifed  is  become  the  headjione  in 

f  comer) — ^Their  infidious  and  calumnious  proceedings 

ainft  him;  {Without  caufe  have  they  hid  for  me  iheirvf.^xxv.y, 

t  in  a  pit^  which  without  caufe  they  have  digged  for  my  ^^*  ^'**  '• 

i:  and,  Falfe  wiiveffes  did  rife  up;  they  laid  to  my 

vge  things  that  I  knew  not :  and.  The  mouth  of  the 

eked  and  the  mouth  of  the  deceitful  are  opened  again/i 

*ithey  have  Jpoken  again/i  me  with  a  lying  tongue)--^ 

idr  bitter  infulting  over  him  in  his  afflidion ;  {But  in  pr.  zxxr. 

ne  adverfity  they  rejoiced,  and  gathered  themf elves  toge-  i*lx»x.a6. 

r;  yea  the  abje&s  gathered  themfelves  together  againjl 

9  They  perfecute  him  whom  thou  hajifmitteny  and  they 

k  to  the  grief  of  thofe  whom  thou  haji  wounded :  x»\ 

r)  ixyoi  rant  rpaufUirflDV  /xtf  irpoo'fdijxav,  and  to  thefmart  of 

r  mounds  they  added,  fay  the  LXX.) — ^Their  fcomful 

iliiig,  flouting,  and  mocking  him ;  {All  they  that  fee  Pf.  xxii.  7> 

•  favgA  me  tofqom;  they  fhoot  the  lip;  they Jhake  the^' 

roi*.  IV.  F  f 
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SERM.  head,  faying,  He  trujied  in  the  Lord  that  he  would  deliver 

^^'    him :  let  him  deliver  him,  feeing  he  delighieth  in  him.    I 

Vf.cix.  *i5.  became  a  reproach  unto  them:  when  they  loohed  upon  me, 

i"^'  ^^'    theyjhaked  their  heads.  Tliey  opened  their  mouth  wideagmfi 

me,  andfaidy  Aha,  Aha  !  our  eye  hath  feen  it.     'EmijpMW 

ainaar  They  tempted  me,  they  extremely  tnoched  me^  thef 
gnajhed  their  teeth  upon  me) — ^The  cruel  manner  of  their 

Pf.  ixii.  16. dealing  with  him;  {Dogs  havecompaffedme;  theajffemUffQf 
the  wicked  have  inclofed  me ;  they  pierced  my  hands  sad 
my  feet.  I  may  tell  all  my  bones:  they  look  andjlare  uptm 
rne) — ^Their  dealing  with  him,  when  in  his  diftrefs  he  call- 

Pf.  Uix.2i.  ed  for  fome  refre(hment>  {They  gave  me  gall  for  my  meoit 
and  in  my  thirjl  they  gave  me  vinegar  to  drink) — Their 

Pf.xzii.  is.difpofal  of  his  garments  upon  his  fuflfering ;  {They  part 
my  garments  among  them,  and  cq/l  lots  upon  my  v^htre}^ 
His  being  deferted  of  his  friends,  and  deftitute  of  all  con- 

Pf.  Ixix.  8,  folation ;  (/  am  become  a  Jiranger  to  my  brethren,  and  en 

alien  unto  my  mother's  children:  I  am  full  of  heavinefs ; 

and  I  looked  for  fome  to  take  pity,  but  there  was  none;  and 

for  comforters,  but  I  found  none) — The  fenfe  of  God's 

Pf.  xxii.  1.  withholding  his  favour  and  help;  {My  God,  my  God,  wkj 

^^^'^"^^     hajl  thou  forfaken  me  ?  ivhy  art  thou  fo  far  from  help'mg 
meP) — His  charitable  difpofition  and  behaviour  toward 

Pf.  xxxv.  his  perfecutors;  {But  as  for  me,  when  they  were  fck,  (or 
as  the  LXX.  when  they  did  trouble  me,  *Ev  to  aur^f  xfly- 
Bvo'xKuv  ffcoi,)  my  clothing  was  fackcloth:  I  humbled  myfelf 
with  fa/ling;  and  my  prayer  returned  into  mine  own 
hofom :  I  behaved  myfelf  as  though  it  had  been  my  friend 
or  brother;  I  bowed  down  heavily,  as  one  tliat  mournethfor 
his  mother.)  Which  paffages  and  the  like,  how  patly  and 
punftually  they  do  fquare  to  refpe^ve  pailages  in  the 
Gofpels,  I  need  not  to  (hew ;  we  do  aU,  I  fuppofe,  well 
enough  remember  that  both  mod  doleful  and  comfortable 
hiftory,  to  be  able  ourfelves  to  make  the  application. 

But  there  are  not  only  fuch  oblique  intimations,  fliroud- 
ed  under  the  coverture  of  other  perfons  and  names,  but 
dire6t  and  immediate  predictions  concerning  the  Meflias's 
being  to  fuffer  moft  clearly  expreffed.    That  whole  fe- 
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mous  chapter  in  Ifaiah  (the  53d  chapter)  doth  mod  evi-  SERM. 
dcntly  and  fully  declare  it,  wherein  the  kind,  manner,    ^^X. 
coufes,  ends,  and  confequences  of  his  fufierings,  together 
with  his  behaviour  under  them,  are  graphically  repre- 
fented.     His  appearing  meannefs;  {He  hathno  formnor^^^Vixu^. 
comelinefs;  and  when  we  Jhall  fee  him^  there  is  no  beauty 
thai  we  Jhould  defire  him) — The  difgrace,  contempt,  re- 
polfes,  and  rejection  he  underwent;  (He  is  de/ptfed  and  re-v«r.  d. 
jeSed  of  men — we  hid  our  faces  from  him;  he  was  de- 
Jpifedj  and  we  efteemed  him  not) — His  affli£ied  (late ;  (Hevcr.  a,  4. 
■if  a  man  of  farrows ^  and  acquainted  with  grief;  we  did 
efleem  kvm  Jirickenj  fmitten  of  Gody  and  affii&ed) — The 
Utter  and  painful  manner  of  his  afflidion ;  (Hie  wasjirick^  vcr.  5,  8. 
tn;  bore  JlripeSj  was  wounded^  was  hruifed) — His  being 
accufed,  adjudged,  and  condemned  as  a  malefactor;  (Hever.  8»  19. 
was  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgment — he  was  num^ 
hered  among  the  travfgrejjbrs) — His  confequent  death; 
(Hi?  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death;  He  was  cut  out  of  the ^cT,ia,B,7* 
land  of  the  living) — ^The  defign  and  end  of  his  fufferings ; 
they  were  appointed  and  infli£led  by  Divine  Providence 
for  our  fake,  and  in  our  ftead ;  for  the  expiation  of  our 
-fins^  and  our  falvation ;  (//  pleafed  the  Lord  to  Iruife  him :  ver.  10,  5. 
he  hath  put  him  to  grief:  wlien  thoujhalt  make  his  foul  an^*  ®*  ^*  "* 
offering  for  Jin  .-—He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreJfionSy 
he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities:  the  chqftifement  of  our 
peace  was  upon  him  ;  and  with  hisjiripes  we  are  healed: — 
Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried  ourforrows>-^ 
pfcr  the  tranfgreffion  of  my  people  he  was  fmitten : — The 
Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  alt) — His  fuf- 
tuning  all  this  with  a  willing  patience  and  meeknefs; 
(Hiff  was  opprejfedy  and  he  was  affli&edj  yet  he  opened  not  vcr.  7. 
his  mouth :  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  thejlaughter,  and  as 
a  Jheep  before  the  fhearer  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his 
mouih)  —  His  charitable  praying  for  his  perfecutors;  fo 
that  may  be  underftood,   (He  made  intercejfion  for  the^^^*^^* 
tranfgreffors) — ^The  confequence  and  fuccefs  of  his  fuffer- 
ings; (He  Jhall  fie  hisfeed,  he  Jhall  prolong  his  days,  and^^r,  10, 11, 
ike  pleafure  of  the  Lord  Jhall  pro/per  in  his  hand.  He  Jhall  ^^' 
Jee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  Jhall  befatisjied :  by  his 
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SERM.  knowledge  Jhall  my  righteous  fervant  ju/Hfy  many;  and, 
XIX.    /  will  divide  him  a  portion  with  the  great j  and  he  JhaU  H* 
vide  the  fpoil  with  the  Jlrong.)     Which  paflagea  as  tbcy 
mod  exa£Uy  fuit  to  Jefus,  and  might  in  a  manner  oonfii* 
tute  an  hiAorical  narration  of  what  he  did  endure,  toge- 
ther with  the  opinions  taught  in  the  Gofpel  concem^g 
the  intent  and  effect  of  his  fufferings ;  fo  that  they  did 
(according  to  the  intention  of  the  Divine  Spirit)  relate  to 
the  Mefliasy  may  from  feveral  confiderations  be  apparent; 
the  context  and  coherence  of  all  this  paflage  with  the 
precedent  and  fubfequent  pafllages,  which  plainly  refpeft 
Km.  lii.  7>    the  MeflSas,  and  his  times:  How  beautiful  upon  the  mow- 
'''  tains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings!  and^ 

Behold,  my  fervant  Jhall  deal  prudently^  &c.  are  paflkgei 
immediately  going  before,  of  which  this  53d  chapter  b 
but  a  continuation;  and  immediately  after  it  foUoweth, 
Singj  0  barren,  thou  that  didft  not  bear,  &c.  being  a  very 
elegant  and  perfpicuous  defcription  of  the  church  aug- 
mented by  acceffion  of  the  Gentiles,  which  was  to  be 
brought  to  pafs  by  the  Meflias.     The  general  fcope  of 
this  whole  prophecy  argues  the  fame;   and  the  incon- 
gruity of  this  particular  prediftion  to  any  other  perfon 
imaginable  befide*  the  Meflias  doth  farther  evince  it ;  fo 
high  are  the  things  which  are  attributed  to  the  fufiering 
perfon;  as  that  he  fhould  bear  the  fins  of  all  God's  people, 
and  heal  them;  that  he  fhould  by  his  knowledge  jufiify 
many  ;  that  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  fhould  profper  in  his 
hand;   that  God  would  divide  him  a  portion   with  the 
great,  and  that  he  fhould  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  firong; 
the   magnificency  and   importance  of  which   things  do 
well  agree  to  the  Meflias,  but  not  to  any  other  perfon: 
whence  if  the  ancient  Jews  had  reafon  to  believe  a  Meffi- 
as,  they  had  as  much  reafon  to  apply  this  place  to  hioi 
as  any  other,  and  to  acknowledge  he  was  to  be  a  great 
fufTerer ;  and  indeed  divers  of  the  ancient  Targumifls  and 
mofl  learned  Rabbins  did  expound  this  place  of  the  one 
Meflias  that  was  to  come,  as  the  Pugio  Fidei  and  other 
learned  writers  do  by  feveral  teflimonies  (hew.  This  place 
alfo  difcoy^rs  the  vanity  of  that  figment  devifed  by  fooae 
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later  Jews,  who,  to  evade  and  oppofe  Jefus,  affirmed  there  SERM. 
was  to  be  a  double  Mefllias,  (one  who  fliould  be  much    XIX. 
aflSided,  the  other  who  fhould  greatly  profper,)  fince  we 
may  obferve  that  here  both  great  afflidlions  and  glorious 
performances  are  afcribed  to  the  fame  perfon. 

The  fame  things  are  alfo  by  parts  clearly  prediAed  in 
other  places  of  this  prophet,  and  in  other  fcriptures :  by 
liaiah  again  in  the  chapter  immediately  foregoing ;  Be-  ifa.  lU.  13, 
hdd^  laith  he,  my  fsrvanl  Jhall  deal  prudently j  hejhall  le^^' 
exalted  andexioUedy  and  be  very  high,  (there  is  God's  fer- 
vatit  (be  that  is  in  way  of  excellency  fuch,  that  is,  in  this 
prophet's  ftyle,  the  Meflias)  in  his  real  glorious  capacity ; 
it  follows,  concerning  his  external  appearance,)  his  vifage 
was  Jo  marred  more  than  any  man,  and  his  form  more  than 
ike  Jans  of  men :  and  again,  in  the  49th  chapter.  Thus 
faiih  the  Lord,  the  Redeemer  of  Ifrael,  and  his  Holy  One; 
To  him  whom  man  de/pifeth,  to  him  whom  the  nation  ab'icn.x\ix.  7. 
honreth,  to  afervani  of  rulers,  kings  Jhall  fee  and  arife, 
princes  alfo  Jhall  worjhip.    What  can  be  more  exprefs  and 
dear,  than  that  the  Meflias,  who  (hould  fubje£t  the  world, 
with  its  fovereign  powers,  to  the  acknowledgment  and 
adoration  of  himfelf,  was  to  be  defpifed  by  men,  to  be 
detefted  by  the  Jews,  and  to  appear  in  a  fervile  and  bafe 
condition  ?  The  fame  prophet  again  brings  him  in  fpeak- 
ing  thus :  I  gave  my  lack  to  the  fmiters,  and  my  cheeks  to  ifaiah  1.  6. 
them  thai  plucked  off  the  hair ;  I  hid  not  my  face  from 
fiame  and  fpitting.    His  offending  the  Jews  and  aggra- 
vating their  fins  is  alfo  exprefled  by  this  fame  prophet; 
Andf  faith  he,  hejhall  be  for  a  fan&uary  ;  hut  for  ajlone  ifa.  viii.  u. 
ofjiumbling,  and  for  a  rock  of  offence  to  both  the  hoii/es  of 
Ifra^;for  a  gin  and  for  afnare  to  the  inhabitants  ofJeru^ 
falem.    The  oppofition  alfo  he  (bould  receive  is  fignified 
in  the  ad  Pfalm;  The  kings  of  the  earth  fet  themfelves,?(tA,\ii. 
and  the  rulers  take  counfel  together  againji  the  Lord,  and 
again/l  his  anointed.    The  prophet  2^chariah  doth  alfo 
in  feveral  places  very  roundly  exprefs  his  fufferings :  hia 
low  condition  in  thofe  words;  Behold,  thy  King  cormethZech.\x,9^ 
mmio  thee  lowly y  (pauper y)  and  riding  upon  an  aji^  \m 
manner  of  dea^  in  thofe;  Awake^  OJword^  ogmnfl  n^Zech.  xiu. 
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SERM...^^^^  ond  againft  the  man  that  is  my  JHUaWf  fidik  ik$ 
XIX.    Lord  of  hojb  ;  /mile  the  Jhepherd,  and  the  Jheep  Jhidl  he 

Zcch.  xii,  fi^^^^^'  an<l  agsdn ;  I  will  pour  upon  the  hmfe  of  Damif 

10.  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem^  thejpirit  of  gross 

and  of  fupplicatums ;  and  they  Jhall  looh  up<m  me,  whem 
they  have  pierced,  and  they  ^11  mourn,  fcc.  The  profjiet 
Daniel  alfo  in  that  place,  from  which  probably  the  name 
Meflias  was  taken,  and  which  moft  expreisly  mentioai 

Dtii.ix.i6.him,  laith,  that  after  tkreefcore  and  two  weehs  the  Muffles 
Jhall  be  cut  off,  but  not  for  him/elf  Now  from  thefe  paf- 
fages  of  Scripture  we  may  well  fay  with  our  Lord ;  *0n 

|.uke  zxiT.  Ihw  yiypcarreu,  uati  hwf  Urn  %eJ^HS  riv  Xf  frov*  That  ths^S  it 
was  written,  and  thus,  according  .to  the  prophet's  fore- 
telling, it  was  to  happen,  that  the  M^ffias  Jhould  fafftr; 
fuffer  in  a  life  of  penury  and  contempt,  in  a  death  of 
fhame  and  forrow. 

That  it  was  to  be  thus  might  alfo  be  inferred  by  rcsr 
fons  grounded  on  the  qualities  of  the  Meilias's  perfon, 
and  the  nature  of  his  performances,  fuch  as  they  are  de* 
fcribed  in  the  Scripture.  He  was  to  be  really  and  to  ap- 
pear pl^nly  a  perfon  of  moft  admirable  virtue  and  good 
worth ;  but  never  was  there  or  can  be  any  fuch,  (as  even 
Pagan  philofophers,  Plato,  Seneca,  and  others,  have  ob- 
ferved)  without  undergoing  the  trial  of  great  affli&ion. 
He  was  to  be  an  univerfal  pattern  to  men  of  all  fortSi 
(efpecially  to  the  greateft  part,  that  is,  to  the  poor,)  of  all 
rightequfnefs  ;  to  exemplify  particularly  the  moft  difficult 
pieces  of  duty,  (humility,  patience,  meeknefs,  charily, 
felf'denial, entire  refignation  to  God^s  will;)  thisbefhould 
not  have  opportunity  or  advantage  of  doing,  if  his  con- 
dition had  been  high,  wealthy,  fplendid,  and  profperous. 
He  was  to  excrcife  pity  and  fympathy  towards  all  man- 
kind ;  the  which  to  do  it  was  requiiite  he  (hould  feel  the 
inconveniences  and  miferies  incident  to  mankind.  He 
was  to  advance  the  repute  of  fpiritual  and  eternal  goods ; 
and  to  deprefs  the  va^lue  of  thofe  corporeal  and  temporal 
things,  which  men  vainly  admire;  the  moft  ready  and 
compendious  way  of  doing  this  was  by  an  exemplary 
negle£Ung  and  refiifing  worldly  enjoyments,   (the  ho- 
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noon,  profits,  and  pleafures  here.)  He  was  by  gentle  SERM. 
and  peaceable  means  to  ereft  a  fpiritual  kingdom,  to  fub-  XIX. 
due  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  men  to  the  love  and 
obedience  of  God,  to  raife  in  men  the  hopes  of  future  re- 
wards and  bleflings  in  heaven ;  to  the  accomplifhment  of 
which  purpofes  temporal  glory  had  been  rather  preju- 
dicial than  conducible.  He  was  to  manage  his  great  de- 
figns  by  means  fupematural  and  divine,  the  which  would 
be  more  confpicuous  by  the  vifible  meannefs  and  impo- 
tency  of  his  fiate.  He  was  to  merit  moft  highly  from 
God  for  himfelf  and  for  men ;  this  he  could  not  do  fo  well, 
as  in  enduring  for  God's  fake  and  ours  the  hardeft  things. 
He  was  to  fave  men,  and  confequently  to  appeafe  God's 
wrath  and  latisiy  his  judice,  by  the  expiation  of  our  (ins ; 
this  required  that  he  fhould  fuffer  what  we  had  deferved. 
But  reafons  of  this  kind  I  partly  before  touched,  and  (hall 
hereafter  have  occaiion  to  profecute  more  fully  in  treating 
upon  the  article  of  our  Saviour^s  paflion. 

Now  that  Jefus  (our  Lord)  did  moft  thoroughly  corre- 
fpond  to  whatever  is  in  this  kind  declared  concerning  the 
Meffias,  we  need  not  by  relating  minutely  the  known  hif- 
tffiy  of  his  life  and  death  make  out  farther;  fince  the 
whole  matter  is  palpably  notorious,  and  no  adverfary  will 
deny  it.  I  conclude  this  point  with  St.  Peter's  words, 
(for  the  illuftration  and  proof  of  which  this  difcourfe  hath 
been  made;)  But  thofe  t/ungs  which  God  before  hadJhewedAe»  Hi.  is. 
by  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets,  that  Chrift  Jhould  fuffer, 
hehaihfofiOfiUed. 
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SERMON    XX- 


THAT  JESUS  IS  THE  TRUE  MESSIAS, 


John  v.  37. 

4fid  ihe  Father  himfelf^  which  hathfeni  me^  hath  hmn 

witnefs  of  me* 

SERM.  JESUS,  our  Lord,  here  and  in  the  context  doth  affirmy 
^^*     that  Almighty  God,  his  Father,  had  granted  unto  him  fe- 
veral  kinds  of  extraordinary  atteflation,  fufficient  to  con- 
vince all  well-difpofed  perfons,  unto  whom  they  (ball  be 
difcovered,  that  he  truly  was  that  Meflias,  whom  God 
before  all  beginning  of  time  had  defigned,  and  frequently 
by  his  Prophets  had  promifed  to  fend  for  the  reformation 
of  the  world  and  faivation  of  mankind :  to  reprefent  thofe 
feveral  ways  of  divine  atteftation  with  fome  refie£kions  on 
them,  ferving  both  to  the  confirmation  of  our  fiEuth,  and 
improving  our  afFeftion  and  our  reverence  thereto,  is  my 
chief  defign  at  this  time* 

But  firil,  in  preparation  to  what  we  fliall  fay  concerning 
thofe  particulars,  and  for  declaration  of  the  divine  wKdom 
in  this  manner  of  proceeding,  I  (hall  aflign  fome  reafons^ 
why  it  was  requifite  that  fuch  attjelbitions  (bould  be  af- 
forded to  our  Lord. 

I.  The  nature  of  the  Me(fias's  office  required  fuch 
atteftations ;  for  fince  he  was  defigned  to  the  moft  emi* 
nent  employment  that  ever  was  or  could  be  committed  to 
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perfbn;  fince  he  was  to  reveal  things' no  lefs  great  SERM. 
important,  than  new  and  ftrange;  fince  he  was  to  ^^* 
le  a  mod  high  authority  unto  himfelf ;  fince  he  was 
cak  and  aft  all  in  the  name  of  God  j  fince  alfo  all  D«a^-  «viH. 
under  great  penalties  were  obliged  to  yield  cre<UtAasui.  as. 
>bedience  to  hun,  there  was  great  reafon  that  God 
d  appear  to  authorize  him ;  that  he  fhould  be  able  to 
lice  God's  hand  and  feal  to  his  commiflSon ;  for  that 
rwife  he  might  have  been  fufpefled  of  impofture ;  his 
rine  might  have  been  reje6fced,  his  authority  difclaim- 
and  his  defign  fruftrated,  without  great  blame,  or 
^er  without  men's  being  convincible  of  blame :  for 
might  the  people  fufpe£k  that  perfon,  who,  profefiling 
>me  in  fuch  a  capacity  an  extraordinary  agent  from 
en,  brought  no  credentials  thence,  (no  evidence  of 
*s  efpecial  favour  and  aflRfiance ;)  well  might  they  re- 
that  new  dodrine,  which  God  vouchfafed  not  by  any 
1  teftimony  to  countenance;  well  might  they  dif- 
1  that  authority,  which  offering  to  introduce  fo  great 
nations  (to  repeal  old  laws,  to  cancel  fettled  obliga- 
,  to  abolifh  ancient  cuftoms ;  to  ena£t  new  laws  aiid 
,  exa6^ing  obedience  to  them  from  all  men)  (hould 
>c  able  to  exhibit  its  warrant,  and  (hew  its  derivation  John  ti.  9;. 
heaven :  well  might  fuch  peremptory  aflertions  and 
nfident  pretences,  without  confirmations  anfwerable  in 
ht,  beget  even  in  vdfe  men  diftruft  and  averfation. 
reafonablenefs  and  excellency  of  his  do£lrine,  the 
^ence  and  fan6lity  of  his  life,  the  wifdom  and  perfua- 
efs  of  his  difcourfe  would  not,  if  nothing  more  divine 
d  attend  them,  be  thoroughly  able  to  procure  faith 
fubmiflRon ;  they  would  at  beft  have  made  his  pre* 
( to  pafs  for  the  devices  of  a  wife  man,  or  the  didates 
good  philosopher.  They  were  therefore  no  unrea* 
>le  defires  or  demands  (if  they  had  proceeded  from  a 
I  meaning,  and  had  been  joined  with  a  docile  and 
eible  difpofition)  which  the  Jews  did  make  to  our 
;  MafteTj  we  would  fee  a^gn  from  thee  ;  whatfignX^o! 
fore  dqfl  thou  do^  that  we  mayfeej  and  believe  thee  ?  ^^a"-  **'*•• 

doft,  thou  work?  whatfgn  dojl  thoufhew  to  usy  Md/Mark vW 

12. 
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SBRM.  thou  doefl  thefe  things?  that  is^  how  doft  thou  pfore  tbf 

^^'    doftrine  credible,  or  thy  authority  valid^  by  God's  left- 

mony  and  warrant  ?  This  challenj^  our  Lord  himielf  aA* 

John  Tiii.    knowledged  fomewhat  reafonable ;  for  he  not  only  aflertt 

9ft!  v.^asi,   ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^B  do£krine  and  validity  of  his  cooamiffin 
3<^*     «      by  di\dne  atteftauouj  (in  words  and  works^)  nor  onlytt- 
horts  them  to  credit  him  upon  that  account,  but  he  alft 
plainly  fignifies  that  his  bare  affirmation  did  not  rejoin  ^ 
credit,  and  that  if  he  could  produce  no  better  proof,  they . 
John  T.  31.  were  excufable  for  difbelieving  him :  Ijf,  laith  he,  I  wi§' 
nefs  of  mjifelf,  my  witnefs  is  not  true;  not  true,  th^t  % 
not  credible ;  or  not  fo  true,  as  to  oblige  to  belief:  mk 
Johnz.87.^  Jdo  not  the  works  of  my  Father^  (that  is^  works  onlf 
imputable  to  God's  extraordinary  power,)  believe  me  not; 
that  is,  I  require  no  belief  from  you  i    yea,  he  fiirtlwr 
John  XT.    adds.  If  1  had  not  done  the  works  among  them,  wUck  m  < 
**'  man  elfe  had  done,  they  (the  inCreduloOs  people  then)  M  *■ 

not  had  any  Jin ;  that  is,  had  not  been  culpable  for  on- 
belief.  It  was  then  from  the  nature  of  the  Meffias's 
office  and  undertaking  very  neceffiiry,  that  he  (houU 
have  atteilations  of  this  kind ;  and  our  Lord  himfelf,  we 
fee,  declines  not,  but  aggravateth  his  pretences  with  this 
neceffity. 

2.  The  cfre£t:s  which  the  Mcffias  was  to  produce  did 

require  extraordinary  atteftations  and  affiftances  from  God, 

He  was  to  achieve  exploits  of  the  greateft  difficulty  con- 

ceivable;  far  furpaffing  all  that  ever  was  by  any  perfim 

undertaken  in  the  world  before :   he  was  to  vanquifh  all 

the  powers,  and  to  confound  all  the  policies  of  hell ;  he 

*AMirrtvy   was  to  fubduc  and  fubjugate  all  the  world ;  to  make  die 

r*i»»Tifrlt*   greateft  princes  to  ftoop,  and  to  fubmit  their  fceptres  to 

ixac«ir  iW    his  will ;  to  bring  down  the  moft  haughty  conceits,  and 

%m^».u^^  £'  to  break  down  the  moft  ftubbom  fpirits,  and  to  tame  the 

*^'»  **^'  wildeft  paffions  of  men  j  he  was  to  expel  from  their  minds 

▼i.  Or.  ixi.*  moft  deeply  rooted  prejudices,  to  banifli  from  their  prac- 

p.  C34.       ^j^^  jjjQ^  inveterate  cuftoms,  to  crofs  their  moft  violent 

humours,  to  thwart  their  interefts,  to  bear  down  their 
ambitions,  to  reftrdn  their  covetous  defires  and  their  vo- 
luptuous appetites ;  he  was  to  pcrfuade  a  doftrine,  and  to 
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mpofe  a  law,  very  oppofite  to  the  natural  inclinations,  to  SBRM. 
he  current  notions,  to  the  worldly  advantages,  the  liber-     ^^« 
iesy  emoluments,  and  enjoyments  of  ail,  or  of  mod,  or  of 
many  people;  he  was,  in  fbort,  fo  to  reform  the  world,  as 
in  a  manner  quite  to  alter  the  whole  frame  of  it,  and  all 
the  courfe  of  aifiurs  therein ;  things  which  furely  it  were 
amadnefs  to  enterprife,  and  an  impoflibility  to  accomplifb, 
without  remarkable  teftimonies  of  the  divine  prefence, 
efpecial  aids  of  the  divine  power,  and  large  influences  of  the         « 
divine  Spirit  conmiunicated  to  him ;  without,  as  St.  Peter 
phraleth  it,  God  were  with  him ;   thefe  things  were  not  A^  z.  as. 
afe&ible  by  means  natural  and  ordinary,  by  human  wit  or  °  °  *"' 
doquence,  by  good  behaviour  or  example,  by  the  bare 
icafon  or  plaufibility  of  do£lrine,  by  the  wife  conduA  or 
induftrious  management  of  the  defign;    no,  fuch  means 
kave  by  many  experiments  appeared  infuflicient  to  bring 
about  much  leiler  matters ;  nothing  under  the  wifdom  of 
God  dire£ting,  the  power  of  God  aiiifHng,  the  authority  of 
God  eftablifhing  and  gracing  his  endeavours  in  an  emi- 
nent and  evident  manner,  could  enable  the  Meflias  to  bring 
thefe  mighty  things  to  pafs. 

3.  We  may  farther  confider,  that  the  Chri/i  was  defign- 
cd  to  prefent  himfelf  firft  to  the  Jews,  (in  the  firft  place 
imparting  the  declarations  of  God's  will  and  gracious  in- 
tentions to  them,  his  ancient  friends  and  favourites;)  that  is, 
to  a  people  wholly  addicted  to  this  fort  of  proof,  and  un- 
capable  of  convi&ion  by  any  other :  they  did  not,  as  did 
the  Greeks,  feek  wifdom^  but  required  ajign^  as  St.  Paul  1  Cor.  i.  22. 
oblerved  of  them ;  they  were  not  fo  apt  to  inquire  after 
the  intrinlic  reafons  of  things,  as  to  expert  teftimonies 
fiiom  heaven ;  nothing  elfe  was  able  to  perfuade  them ;  fo 
our  Lord  exprefsly  faith;  Jefusfaid  unto  tkeniy  If  you  ^faJohniv.48. 
not  fee  Jigns  and  prodigies j  you  will  nowife  believe :    in 
confequence  of  which  difpofition  in  them,  we  fee  by  paf- 
fiiges  in  the  New  Teftament,  that  they  expe&ed  and  be- 
lieved the  Meflias  fliould  come  with  fuch  atteftations  and 
performances;   fo  their  importunate  demanding  of  jGgns 
vpoa  all  occafions  firom  our  Lord  doth  fignify,  and  fo 
thofe  words  in  St.  John  do  imply;  And  many  of  the  peo^  johnyii.si. 
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SfiRM.  P^  believed  on  him,  andfaidy  When  Chrifl  comHh^  mnllki 

XX.     do  more  miracles  fhan  the/iy  which  tUs  man  doeik  f  wiien 

we  may  obferve  both  their  expedSitioh  of  mincoltaf 

works  from  the  Meffias,  and  the  efficacy  which  fueh 

Oric.  cont.  works  had  upon  them.    The  condition  alfo  of  the  Geo- 

(p.  408"}'    ^^^>  ^^^  whom  his  defign  in  the  next  place  did  extend 
feemed  to  require  the  fame  proceedings:    for  all  other 
methods  of  inftniAion  and  perfuafion  had  before  oAea 
been  applied  to  them  by  philofophers  and  by  polittdaaii 
for  inftilling  their  notions  and  recommending  their  lawi| 
they  had  been  fo  inured  to  fubtile  aigumentatioDS  ud 
plauiible  difcourfes^  that  the  bare  ufe  of  them  was  not 
likely  to  have  any  extraordinary  efieA  upon  them :  if  die 
Meflias  therefore  (hould  bring  no  other  confirmation  with 
him  unto  them,  he  would  feem  to  deferve  no  higher  re- 
gard or  credit,  than  other  doftors  or  lawgiversy  whicdi  hai 
appeared  among  them;    and  as  eafily  would  be  be  d^* 
clined,  and  put  off  by  them :  whence  reafonably  it  rasj 
be  fuppofed,  that  for  accommodation  to  the  genius  and  the 
capacities  of  thofe  upon  whofe  hearts  he  was  to  make  im* 
predion,  the  Meflias  fhould  come  fumifhed  with  fuch 
fpecial   tedimonials  and  powers  from  Crod.     Efpecially 
confidering  that, 

4.  It  was  agreeable  to  God's  ufual  method  of  proceed- 
ing in  cafes  refenibling  this,  although  much  unequal 
thereto  in  weight  and  confequence.  There  was  never 
any  more  than  ordinary  difcovery  made  to  men  by  God, 
never  any  very  confiderable  bufinefs  managed  by  divine 
providence,  never  hardly  any  eminent  perfon  appeared 
with  a  pretence  of  coming  from  God  for  the  profecutioo 
of  fuch  purpofes,  without  God's  vifible  interpofal  and 
abetment.  This  hath  always  been  the  authentic  fcal, 
John  Ti.a7.  whereby  he  hath  wonted  to  authorize  the  meflengers  fcnt 
from  himfelf  for  tranfafting  affairs  of  an  unufual  and  very 
^  weighty  nature ;  whereby  his  true  ambaffadors  have  been 
diftinguifhable  from  ordinary  perfons,  or  from  deceitful 
pretenders,  who  have  offered  to  impofe  their  own  devicci 
upon  men :  to  a  perfon  bringing  with  him  this  fort  of  af- 
furance  (except  when  his  tale  is  evidently  falfe  and  vidH) 
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bis  defign  notorioudy  wicked  and  milchievous)   God  SEIUff. 
h  always  required,  that  a  ready  credence  and  obe-     XX, 
nee  fliould  be  yielded ;  taking  it  for  a  high  affront  to  ' 

iTelf  (no  lefs,  aa  St.  John  fays,  than  giving  him  the  lie)  1  loba  r. 
difbelieve  fuch  a  peribn,  and  for  a  heinous  contumacy j^^^j^^^j 

difobey  tmn:  that  it  hath  been  God's  ordinary 
tbod,  the  courfe  of  divine  hiftory  fliews.  When  GodGcn.  xxL 
uated  the  Patriarchs  for  the  prefervation  and  pro-'"" 
^lion  of  his  true  religion,  he  maiufefled  an  efpecial 
fence  with  them,  frequently  appearing  to  them,  vilibly 
ling  and  bleffing  them  in  a  more  than  ordinary  man- 
,  enduing  them  with  a  propheucal  difcretion  and  fore- 
it  of  things  J  when  he  would  refcue  the  feed  of  thofe 
friends  from  cruel  oj^reflion  and  hard  flavery,  (defign- 

alfo  by  them  to  maintain  and  convey  down  the  fin- 
!  way  of  piety,)  be  imparted  alfo  unto  Mofes,  the  efpe- 

inftrument  of  thofe  purpofes,  a  power  of  doing  won- 
t,  thereby  procuring  authority  to  his  perfon,  and  credit 
!iis  pretences.     Mofes  did  well  perceive,  and  judge, 
:  had  he  come  without  fuch  atteftation  he  (hould  not 
e  been  received  or  regarded :    But,  behold,  faid  he,  Exod.  it.  1. 
/  will  not  believe  me,  nor  hearken  to  my  voice  ;  for  they 
'■fay.  The  Lord  halh  not  appeared  unto  thee:  wherefore 
1  himiflied  him  with   fuch  a  power  of  doing  fuch 
gs  as  (hould  aflTure  the  truth  of  his  meflage ;  the  e0e£t: 
ireof  is  thus  exprelTed ;    Ifrael  faw  that  great  work,  Eiod.  i*.  j, 
th  the  hard  did  upon  the  Egyptians;   and  the  pffop^ D^'utl^i.aii 
ed  the  Lord,  and  believed  the  Lord,  and  his  fervanf-  i^-^n- 
fes:  to  the  promulgation  of  the  Law,  and  eflablilhment  ag.    '    ' 
hat  particular  covenant  with  the  Ifraeliles,  God  did 

exhibit  fignificationg  of  his  prefence  in  a  moft  evident 

affecting  manner :  Lo,  fud  God  to  Mofes,  exprefling  Eiod.  xii. 
.  matter  and  its  delign,  /  come  unto  thee  in  a  thick j^^j^^j^^^^^ 
d,  that  the  people  may  hear  when  IJpeak  with  thee, 

believe  thee  for  ever.    And  in  the  whole  conduA  of 

people  toward  Canaan,  God  for  thofe  ends  vouch- 
1  by  Mofes  to  perform   very  great  and  prodigious 
ga;  which  we  may  fee  reckoned  up  in  the  78th  andPT-  innit. 
tb  P&loui  and  in  the  $th  of  Nchemiab.    So  alloNdb^^^. 
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SERM.  when  God  employed  Elias  to  fuflain  the  remainder  cf 
XX.  decayed  piety  in  Ifrael  agunft  the  countenance  of  power 
given  to  wickednefs,  and  againft  the  ftream  of  popolir 
ufe,  he  endued  him  with  a  liberal  meafure  of  his  Spiii^ 
and  a  power  of  doing  great  miracles :  the  Uke  may  be 
obfervai  of  all  the  Prophets^  Judges,  and  Princes,  wlio 
upon  fpecial  occafions  were  ndfed  to  perform  confidenilife 
fervices  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his  peopk 
This  therefore  being  God's  conftant  pradice,  it  cannot 
but  be  well  fuppofed,  that  in  this  cafe  he  would  not  wxtb 
hold  his  atteftation,  but  would  aflfbrd  it  in  a  moft  plendM 
meafure  to  that  perfon  who  was  in  dignity  fo  Seu*  to  eiod 
all  other  his  envoys  and  agents;  whofe  undertaking 
fhould  in  importance  fo  vaftly  tAnfcend  all  others^  that 
ever  were  fet  on  foot  in  the  world ;  to  him,  who  was  to 
free,  not  one  fmall  people  only,  but  all  manldnd,  not  from 
"  a  temporal  (lavery  in  Egypt,  but  from  eternal  mifery  in 
hell ;  to  promulge, .  not  a  pedagogy  of  ritual  obfervanccs, 
but  a  law  of  fpiritual  righteoufnefs ;  to  eftablifh,  not  a 
•temporal  covenant  for  a  little  fpot  of  earth,  but  an  evcr^ 
lading  teftament  for  all  the  world,  importing  endlefs 
beatitude  in  heaven.  God  therefore  furely  would  not 
balk  his  road  upon  fuch  an  occaiion,  nor  refufe  his  efpe- 
cial  teftimonials  to  fo  great  a  perfonage,  and  to  fo  good  a 
defign. 

5.  If  we  confider  the  general  reafons  ailignable,  why 
God  hath  been  wont  to  proceed  in  this  manner,  or  why 
he  fhould  ufe  it  upon  any  occaiion,  they  are  with  flrongeft 
force  applicable  to  this  cafe.  The  moft  general  reafons 
why  God  doth  ever  interpofe  extraordinarily,  or  produce 
works  fupematural,  are,  to  aflert  palpably  his  own  divinity 
and  providence ;  ftrongly  to  encourage  devotion  and  piety 
in  men :  for  he  by  fufpcnding  or  thwarting  the  courfc  of 
nature  plainly  declareth  himfelf  the  maker  and  mafter 
thereof;  that  he  freely  made  the  world,  and  freely  doth 
uphold  it ;  that  he  hath  not  tied  his  own  hands,  nor  con- 
(ined  his  power  within  limits ;  but  is  fuperior  to  and  free 
from  all  laws,  excepting  thpfe  of  indefe6tible  holinefs  and 
goodnefs;   and  confequently  that  all  things  do  not  pco- 
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ceed  in  a  track  of  dead  fifttality.    He  thereby  alfo  afliireth  SERM. 
IU9  that  he  hath  an  efpecial  regard  unto  and  a  care  over     XX. 
men,  and  wifely  ordereth  human  affairs  by  his  •  provi-  "■""""""" 
denocy  frequently  (as  wifdom  dire&eth  and  occafion  re- 
quireth)  interpofing  his  hand  for  the  fuccour,  encourage- 
ment^ and  reward  of  good  men ;  that  therefore  it  is  not 
ndn  to  hope  and  truft  in  him ;  that  prayers  and  devotiona 
ire  available  to  procure  good  from  him ;  that  repentance 
and  obedience  are  no  lefs  profitable  for  us^  than  acceptable 
to  him ;    that  alfo  he  freely  and  jufUy  difpenfeth  re- 
'  ocmipences  fuitable  to  men's  a£iions  voluntarily  perform- 
ed; that  in  fine  there  is  a  foundation  of  religion,  and  a 
g^und  of  juflice  between  God  and  man :  thefe  things  are 
moft  evidently  and  effectually  demonflrated  by  extraor- 
finary  atteflations ;  and  when  therefore  could  they  more 
feafonably  be  ufed^  than  when  God  by  the  MefHas  in- 
tended to  call  all  the  world  to  the  acknowledgment  and 
obedience  of  himfelf,  to  the  pra£tice  of  all  piety  and  good- 
aefs,  with  afTurances  of  fit  reward,  in  regard  to  fuch  prac- 
tice ?     If  farther  to  excite  men's  attention  and  regard,  to 
lireed  awe  and  reverence  in  men's  minds,  to  confound  the 
impudence,  and  to  bend  or  break  the  obflinacy  of  men, 
are  main  ends   and  proper  effects  of  fuch  teflimonies; 
whether  we  confider  the  Meflias's  perfon,  the  nature  of 
hiB  Undertaking,  or  the  perfons  with  whom  he  was  to 
dealy  it  is  plain  (as  we  have  (hewed)  that  his  bufinefa 
would  beft  deferve  and  mofl  need  them :  no  difpenfation 
could  better  deferve  them  for  worth  and  confequence; 
none  could  more  need  them  for  greatnefs  and  difficulty. 

Such  reafons  may  be  afligned  for  the  neceflity  and  ufe- 
fidnefs  of  divine  atteflations  in  this  cafe :  but  in  oppofition 
to  thefe  difcourfes,  and  in  derogation  to  this  way  of  con- 
finning  any  truth  or  authority,  it  may  be  faid,  that  no 
fuch  teftifications  can  well  ferve  to  fuch  purpofes;    for 
that  the  like  have  been  and  may  be  applied  to  the  per- 
fuafion  of  error  and  impiety  hyfalfe  prophets  and  on/t-Dcat  ziii. 
chrifts,  by  magicians  and  wizards;  who  not  only  have  JJ^^^^  ^^^^ 
cunningly  counterfeited,  but  really  executed  very  prodi-  24. 
g^ua  and  wondrous  thmgs,  in  a  manner  unaccountable  ^  '^^"*  "* 
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8SRM.  to  human  philofophy.  Since  alio  there  are  wicked  f^ 
^^'  rits,  in  fubtilty  and  power  far  exceeding  us^  who  are  abb 
eafily  to  divert  the  natural  courfe  of  things;  and  ths 
limits  of  whofe  power  in  working  fo^  it  is  hard  for  us  to 
difcem  or  define ;  *  how  can  we  be  afliired,  that  what  ii 
done  in  this  kind  doth  not  proceed  from  them^  but  froB 
a  virtue  divine  ?  how  can  it  be  a  certain  and  ccmvindiy 
argument  of  truth  ?  may  we  not  here  object  that  of  Ter- 
tullian^  faying,  that  our  Lord  pronouncing  thai  manj/  kih 
'pqftors  Jhould  come,  and  do  miracles,  Jhewed  iheretj/  ik$ 
faith  grounded  on  miracles  to  be  temerarious\ 
Aus*^  T^o  this  fuggefHon  we  may  in  general  return,  thst 
Or.  Dei,  X.  f^l^^  the  doing  fuch  things' is  the  chief  and  mofteAo- 
tual  way  whereby  God,  beyond  the  refifUnce  of  doubt  or 
difpute,  can  in  fome  cafes  aflure  us  concerning  his  miod 
and  will,  (whereby  he  can  beflow  honour  and  credit  to 
any  inftrument  employed  by  him,  to  any  revektion  pro* 
ceeding  from  him,)  it  cannot  but  (notwithflanding  that 
crofs  indance)  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  God  however 
doth  referve  the  power  thereof  in  fome  eminent  and  dif- 
cemible  manner  peculiar  to  himfelf,  for  the  promoting  his 
own  fervice.  That  alfo  at  lead  God  being  the  author 
and  eftabliflier  of  nature,  and  the  continual  fuftainer  of  it 
by  his  free  providence,  it  is  nojt  likely  that  he  will  fuflRw 
the  laws  and  courfe  thereof  to  be  much  violated,  excepc 
upon  occafions  very  confiderable,  and  for  very  good  pur* 
pofes;  no  inferior  caufe  being  able  to  determine  his 
voluntary  influence  or  providential  concourfe  to  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  defigns  contrary  to  his  will  and  purpofe* 
That  alfo  the  natural  goodnefs  and  juflice  of  God,  the 
conflant  care  and  providence  he  exercifeth  over  this 
world,  the  particular  relations  he  beareth  toward  man-^ 
kind,  (as  the  Maker  and  Father,  the  Lord  and  Governor 
thereof,)  the  honour  and  interefl  of  truth,  of  religion,  of 

*  nit  $9  &  r;^f rXi#»  miri  rSf  mlrih  t^an  riv  ftir  Oict^  rw$  ^  y^irmt  nyue^  ; 
Cflf*  apud  Orig.  lib.  ii.  p.  89. 

*>  Siquidem  edicens  multos  venturos,  et  (igna  fiL^ros,  temenriam  plane 
fignoniin»  et  virtatum  fidem  oftendit,  ut  apud  pfeudo-cbriftiaxios  &cilliina- 
nun.    Tnt*  in  Marc,  iii.  3. 


That  Je/iu  is  the  true  M^s.  449 

■^^     (whole  protestor  and  patron  he  is,  and  declareth  SERM. 
»*«lf,)  the  neceflary  regard  he  alfo,  in  connexion  with     '^'^■ 

r^R,  doth  bear  to  his  own  honour  and  glory,  do  all 
■•'l>iTe  to  perfuade,  that  God  will  never  endure  fuch 
'^^^^  to  be  performed  in  any  high  manner,  (o  that  good 
^  ■^'vcU  meaning  people  fliall  be  very  liable  to  be  thereby 
•^wsujely  feduced  into  error;  or  that  himfelf  fliall  be 
'-^^lerably  mocked  by  the  enemies  of  his  glory  and  our 
f*^*d.  This  may  ferve  to  render  it  probable,  that  the  ob- 
f^ion  is  capable  of  a  folution. 

%ut  to  anfwer  more  difUnSly  and  particularly ;    we  do 

^int,  that  God  fometimes  for  fpeciai  reafons  (for  wife 
'  jWobation  of  fome  perfons  and  juft  punifhment  of  others  ; 

fcr  to  approve  fome  men's  fincerity  and  conftancy,  to  de-  >  Cor.1i.19 
Isft  other  men's  naughtinefs  and  vanity)  may  permit  fuch  9, ,,. 

tUqgs   (in  fome  manner,  in  fome  degree   fuch)  to  be  ^^^  *"'■ 

eftAed  by  the  influence  of  wicked  fpirits,  or  the  fraud  of  Matt.  xxi». 

iricked  men;    yet  then  it  will  never  be  very  hard  for„*'     -. 

moderately  wife  and  welldifpofed  perfoiis  to  diliinguifliia. 

fuch  fcau  from  thofe  afts  which  iflue  from  the  pofitive 
sad  direA  efficacy  of  God,  for  authorizing  his  meflengera 
mad  (xmfirming  his  truth :  we  may  ufually  difcem  them 
10  QOme  from  bad  caufes  by  their  nature ;  we  may  cer- 
tainly dete£t  them  by  their  defign  and  influence. 

There  are  fome  things  fo  great,  that  it  is  not  reafonable 
to  conceive,  that  any  fuch  inferior  power  is  able  to  do 
llMin;  or  if  they  were  able,  that  God  (hould  permit  their 
power  lAually  to  be  exerted,  and  to  fucceed  in  doing 
tbem :  fitch  ia  the  making  any  general  or  grand  alteration 
in  the  courfe  of  nature;  which  being  God's  great  work 
■nd  eftabliOiment,  the  which  he  doth,  as  the  prophetsJcr.  *. », 
^Makf  govern  by  a  Handing  law,  and  preferve  according  ™^^'^ 
%o  a  perpetual  decree,  which  cannot  pafs;  yea  accordingly- 
to  a  covenant,  which  his  feithfulnefs  is  in  a  manner 
vngaged  to  obferve;  it  is  not  probable  that  he  wHl  fufler 
■ny  CTCature  to  difturb  or  diforder;  this  experience  well 
coofirmeth ;  for  had  bad  fpirits  a  power  of  crofllng  nature 
to,  fiich  it  their  malice  and  pronenefs  to  do  mifchief,  that 
the  world  would  foon  have  been  turiied  by  them  into 
W>i..  IT.  o  g 
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SERM.  confiijion  and  ruin ;  that  all  things  therdn  go  in  fo  kindl} 

XX.     and  fteady  a  courfe,  is  an  argument  oF  their  finall  fomt 

and  influence  upon  things;   that  God  holdeth  the  reioi 

fad  in  his  own  hands^  referving  to  himfelf  only  as  Loid 

paramount  of  nature  a  power  to  difpenfe  with  any  of  its 

Pf.  cxxxvt.  main  laws ;  that  it  is  he  alone,  who,  as  the  Pfaknift  iiutib 

ixzzYi!  10.^^^'^  g^c<i^  wonders.    There  are  alfo  fome  things,  whidi 

Deuc.iii.34.  although  not  of  fo  great  and  general  confequencej  am  jqt 

of  fo  difficult  performance,  that  it  is  improbable  any  cmr 

ture  (hould  effed:  them ;  fuch  was  the  turning  of  duft  inis 

lice,  which  the  devils  could  not  enable  the  Egyptiw  for- 

cerers  to  perform ;  to  prepare  or  difpofe  fo  much  duftior 

the  reception  of  fouls,  and  to  iiimifli  fo  many  fouls  fivr 

the  dud,  did,  it  feems,  exceed  their  ability ;  whence  thqf 

were  forced  to  confefs  of  that  miracle  done  by  Meft% 

Bxod.Tiii.  ThisistheJingerofGod. 

There  are  alfo  things  fo  good,  and  fo  beneficial  to  8iiP* 
kind,  that  evil  fpirits  may  be  deemed  unable  to  do  thoBy 
(God,  the  fountain  of  good,  retaining  them  as  indrumenti 
of  his  glory,  and  arguments  of  his  goodnefs,  to  his  owq 
difpenfation,)  which  alfo  we  may  prefume  they  would  not 
be  willing,  were  they  able,  to  perform,  it  being  againft 
their  difpofition  or  their  intereft  to  do  it ;  fuch  are,  to  dif* 
poflefs  devils,  (that  is,  to  divide  and  weaken  their  own 
kingdom ;)  to  difcover  moral  truths  of  confequence,  (that 
is,  to  drive  men  from  themfelves;)  and  even  to  free  men 
from  grievous  difeafes,  (that  is,  to  ftarve  their  own  rmx^m" 
qexuxlxy  and  malignity;)  as  is  implied  in  that  pafTage  tf 
John  X.  21. the  Gofpel,  where  it  is  faid,  Tkefe  are  not  the  words  $f 
him  that  hath  a  devil:  Can  a  devil  open  the  eyes  of  the 
blind  P  Extraordinary  works  then,  if  they  are  very  great, 
very  hard,  very  good,  do  thence  indicate  their  cauf<;  to  be 
divine :  wicked  fpirits  deal  only  in  petty,  low,  and  ufdels 
preftigiatory  tricks,  of  fmall  confequence^and  no  benefit. 
But  there  are  farther  ibme  things  infallibly  (igniiyiag 
a  divine  virtue,  peculiar  to  God,  and  (either  by  their  na- 
ture or  from  the  decree  of  God)  incommunicable  to  any 
creature,  otherwife  than  as  afted  by  God,  or  inunediately 
depending  on  him :   fuch  are,  the  knowledge  of  future 
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QOotJB^nt  events  declared  by  predi6ting,  or  prefignifying  SERM. 
tlieiiiy  according  to  that  of  the  Prophet ;  Shewj  faid  he,     XX. 
a  way  of  challenge  and  conviAion  to  the  objects  of  hea-  if^.  ^li.  aa. 
tfien  woHhip,  the  things  to  coniCy  that  we  may  know  ye  are 
gfld^:   fuch  is  the  difceming  men's  fecret  thoughts  and 
iplfntions,  the  which  God  afTumeth  as  proper  to  himfelf ; 
tike  Lardfearch  the  hearty  I  try  the  reins;  fo  that  xa^Sio-Jer.xvii.io. 
is  a  charafteriftical  attribute,  or  title,  proper  tOj*,'. 


Uoi.     Such  is  the  reftitution  of  men  from  a  (late  of  death  ^  Chron. 
|»)ife;  a  work  not  only  in  itfelf  mod  difficult,  in  refpe£l  j  sam.xVi. 
lb  the  ordinary  rule  of  nature,  which  it  tranfgrefleth,  but  ^'  .    .. 
■qioffible  to  any  mere  creature,  without  God's  aid;  fbrA£U  i.  34. 
Ast  the  fouls  of  men  when  they  die  return  into  God's '^'  ^* 
Ittkljt  and  enter  into  a  ilate  determined  by  his  high  fen- 
tnce  ;  whence  no  creature  can  fetch  them  down,  or  raife 
tlieiii  up;  moft  impofiible  alfo  becaufe  God  by  cfpecial 
decree  hath  referved  the  power  of  doing  it  appropriate  to 
kiiMelf ;  the  power  of  life  and  death  being  liis  preroga- 
^Sfftf  who  faith,  I  am  he^  and  there  is  no  God  *befide  m^ ;  Deut.zxzii. 
I  kill^  and  I  make  alive:  of  whom  again  it  is  faid,  ThemnxhiftS. 
tfird  killeih,  and  maketh  alive ;  he  bringeth  down  to  the  ^  ^^m-  "•  ^* 
grmmy  and  bringeth  up.     He  it  is  that  in  his  hand  doth 
kM  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death.   The  performing  things  Rev.  i.  is. 
aUb  by  mere  word  and  will,  without  application  of  othej: 
finoe,  or  any  preparation  of  the  fubje£t  matter,  (being 
•qinyalent  to  the  work  of  creation,)  is  peculiar  unto  God, 
the  author  of  all  being,  or  to  fuch  as  a6i  by  the  imme- 
fiate  help  of  his  infinite  power. 

We  may  add,  that  there  alfo  feem  to  be  fome  things^ 
which  infernal  fpirits  (who  continue  under  reftraint  and 
commaod,  within  a  great  awe  and  dread  of  their  Judge,) 
dare  act  fo  much  as  pretend  to  or  counterfeit ;  knowing  Matt.  viii. 


that  as  prefently  they  (hall  be  checked  in  their  attempt,  i^f ark  i. 
b  they  fhall  be  grievoufly  chadifed  for  their  prefump-  Luke  viii, 
tkms  \  fuch  may  be  the  afluming  to  themfelves  the  fpecial 
names  of  God,  the  dire£Uy  withftanding  the  extraordinary 
meflengers  of  God,  and  the  like. 

So  even  confidering  the  very  nature  of  ftrange  works 
may  enable  us  to  difiinguifh  them  5  but  the  end  and  de- 


94. 
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SfeAlL  fign  of  fuch  worics^  together  with  the  influences  a» 
^^*  fefts  of  them,  will  farther  afcertain  us  of  their  orig 
if  they  are  done  to  abet  any  gpnofs  error,  or  to  proi 
any  mifchievous  purpofe ;  if  they  manifefily  do  ledw 
apoiUfy  from  God  or  goodnefs;  if  they  naturally  tei 
the  produdion  of  impiety,  iniqiuty,  or  impurity ;  if 
do  neceflkrily  produce  any  great  diforder  or  difhirban 
the  world,  afliiredly  hell  is  the  fource  of  them ;  the] 
rive  from  him  wbofe  kingdom  and  intereft  they  adva 
by  their  fruits  we  may  kno^  the  tree  from  which 
grow.  If  aUb  they  difcover  oftentation  and  vanity  ii 
a^rs,  or  ferve  only  to  gratify  idle  humour  and  curi 
in  the  fpe^tors  of  them,  tending  otherwife  to  no  j 
purpofe;  it  is  eafy  to  colleft  whence  they  fpring; 
they  come  from  the  &ther  both  of  mifchiefr  and  van 
who  not  only  delights  to  abufe  us  with  villanies,  bi 
amufe  us  alfo  with  trifles  and  fond  fuperftitions. 

jiSf  faith  Origen,  ihe  power  of  thoje  enchantment 
Egypt  was  noty  in  itjelf,  like  to  that  admirable  powt 
God's  grace  vouchfafed  to  Mojes;  Jo  the  end  did  com 
thofe  Egyptian  feats  to  be  jugglingSy  thofe  ofMofes  i 

a  Thcff.  ii.  divine  ^.   The  portentous  things  done  by  the  energy  oj 

^*  tan  are,  as  St.  Paul  calleth  them,  ripara  ^evBovs,  ^ 

&lfe  prodigies,  or  prodigies  abetting  falfehood  and 
nitj. 

But  the  works  of  the  moft  wife  and  good  God,  as 
are  commonly  works  of  wonderful  majefly  and  granc 
incomparable  and  inimitable  for  difficulty ;  fo  they  al^ 
are  holy,  always  ufeful ;  they  ever  aim  at  good  endsj 
produce  wholefome  fruits :  hence  we  may  difcem  tl 
and  hence  we  are  obliged  to  acknowledge  them; 

Pf.  ixxv.  1.  afford  us  ground  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift;  Unto  thi 
Lordy  we  do  give  thanks ;  for  that  thy  name  is  nem 
wondrous  works  declare.     Such  works,  as  they  can 
be  effects  of  God's  power,  fo  they  are  arguments  a 
truth  5  for  that  he  cannot  lend  his  hand,  for  that  he 
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not  proflitute  his  affilUnce  to  the  maintenance  of  any  SERM, 
thing,  which  is  not  perfe^y  true  and  good ;  he  will  not     XX. 

Jo  tempt  any  man  into  error.   If  I  by  the  Jinger  of  Godi^mtt  i.ia. 
Cqfi  out  dsuits,  then  indeed  is  the  kingdom  of  God  come  unto  l-ukeii.ao- 
JF9K,  (that  is,  if  I  peifonn  works  by  the  divine  power, 
then  alTuredly  is  my  do3;rine  true,)  was  an  irrefragable 
argument. 

We  may  alfo  obferve,  that  thofe  wicked  fpirits  are 
themfelves  apprehenfive  how  ealily  their  feats  are  diflin- 
gmlbed  from  the  works  of  God;  for  hence,  it  feems,  they 
chofe  to  utter  them  cJancularly,  in  obfcure  comers,  in 
Uind' times,  among  barbarous  and  filly  people;  judging 
that  perfons  of  any  wifdom  or  goodnefs  will  be  foon  able 
to  dete&  them,  and  ready  to  explode  them :  a  little  light 
duzles  the  powers  ofdarknefs,  and  fcares  away  thefe  fpec- 
tres ;  a  little  goodnefs  mates  their  force,  enfeebleth  and 
difbearteneth  them. 

We  may  alfo  add,  that  the  Meflias's  works  by  a  pe- 
culiar character  Oiould  be  manifeftly  diRingui{hable  from 
fucb  as  proceeded  from  infernal  powers ;  For  that  it  fhould 
be  his  bufinefs  to  impugn,  defeat,  and  overthrow  the  De- 
vil's kingdom ;  all  the  talfcboods  and  fuperftitions,  all  the 
inunoralities  and  impieties,  which  it  conlillcd  in,  or  which 
fupported  it :  to  this  end  all  his  do&rine,  practice,  and 
performances  would  confpiringly  tend,  that  Satan  likeLakex.it, 
iighlnittgjhould  be  t/irown  down  from  heaven;  which  Aioft 
evidently  would  evince,  that  what  he  fhould  do  fhould 
<mly  come  from  heaven. 

Having  thus  fhewed  reafons  why,  and  fignilied  to  what 
purpofes,  the  Meflias  was  to  receive  fpecial  tellimonies 
from  God;  let  us  now  furvey  thofe,  which  were  indeed 
by  bim  exhibited  to  Jefus  our  Lord.  There  is  indeed  no 
kind  or  degree  of  atteftation  needful  or  proper,  which 
hath  not  been  largely  from  heaven  afforded  to  him.  God  John  v.  ae, 
(fo  our  Lord  argueth)  is  in  his  own  nature  invilible  and^'' 
indifeemible  to  any  fenfe  of  ours ;  neither  could  we  en- 
dure the  lufiie  of  his  immediate  prefence.     {No  man  even  Tim.  vi. 

Jitw  God,  or  con  fee  him  ;  there  fhall  no  man  fee  him  and  '^ 
Urn.)     It  muft  be  therefore  by  metUation  of  ligns  and  uxlii.  *o. 
og3 
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SBIllL  wofks  fttperailml;  tbe  dtufing  dP  vrtdtlx  ifMI  dfefly  lA 
3PL  uDputed  to  faiin^  at  beyond  the  power  of  Any  brtttartlik 
"""^^*  efeft  or  eonnterfisit }  that  he  can  afliiredly  fignify  hk 
mind  unto  us ;  fuoh  only  in  af^nrobation  of  aiiy  peifif4 
law,  or  doflrinei  can  be  expeAed  from  him;  mod  (ad^ 
in  divers  kinds,  and  in  great  meafwes,  God  hath;  we  Wf, 
Jiimi/hedfor  the  authorizing  Jejus. 

I.  God  i£A  atteft  to  him  long  before  his  c<Mhing  ntt 
the  world,  by  prefigmfying  and  prediAihg  conoeraiq| 
hiiib  at  feveral  times,  m  feveral  ways,  by  itvmX  ptifsit 
(even  by  all  the  prophets  and  eminent  perfbns  among  lib 
pebjde  of  old,)  many  things,  even  all  timigs  confidendil 
about  him ;  in  exaft  congrmly  to  the  ciroumftanees  of -h 
ooming  into  the  world,  (the  time  when,  the  place  whm^ 
the  family  whence,  the  manner  how,  the  cbnditioii  A 
which  he  was  bom,)  to  the  qualities  oJF  his  perfiin,  to  lie 
do£trine  and  law  which  he  publiflied,  to  all  his  unfa^ 
takings  and  performances  and  (ufferings,  and  to  the  Ac- 
cedes confequent  upon  what  he  did.  (This  is  a  matter  of 
very  large  confideration ;  which  otherwhile  we  have  in- 
fified  largely  upon,  and  therefore  (hail  now  wave  enlarge* 
ment  on  it.) 

a.  God  did  in  atteftation  to  him  immediately  fend  be- 
fore his  face,  as  his  herald  and  harbinger,  a  Prophet,  or 
one  for  his  admirable  wifdom  and  fanAity  of  life  fome- 
Matt.zi;io.  what  more  thaip  a  prophet;  who  indeed  without  doing  aaj 
^  '^***    miracle,  by  the  prodigious  integrity  and  ftridnefs  of  hi 
life,  by  the  wonderful  efficacy  of  his  dodrine  and  difcoorfei 
procured  unto  himfelf  a  reputation  equalling  or  exceetfiog 
that  of  any  former  prophet ;  (whom  even  Joiephus,  is 
indifferent  hiftorian,  reporteth  a  man  of  lingular  goodnefi 
and  great  authority,)  to  predifpofe  the  minds  of  men  to 
receive  him;  by  converting  men  to  a  ferious  refleftiotJ 
upon  their  lives  and  amendment  of  their  manners,  to  pre* 
pare  his  way  ;  as  alfo  to  point  him  out,  to  foretell  of  him 
as  prefently  coming,  to  teftify  of  him  as  being  come. 
This  was  he,  to  whom  it  well  agreed,  and  who  plainly 
did  affume  to  himfelf  that  which  was  written  by  Makdri^ 
Mai.  iiU  1.  Behold,  I  fend  my  angel  before  thyface,  who  Jkall  prepm 
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lAy  watf  before  thee;  of  whom  Ifaiah  (John  himfelf  beii^  SEfiM. 
the  KTOucher  snd  interpreter)  laid,  The  voice  of  one  crying     ^^' 
M  thg  wildeme/i.  Prepare  the  way  of  the  Lard,  mnke  kisu^  x\.  a. 
pMksJlmight}  who  was,  as  Matachi  did  again   Ggnify,'''*^'"'^' 
to  come  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  Eiias,  to  convert  M0Mtl.i1. 6. 
k&Ttt  of  ike  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  difobedient  to  ^"^'  '"  "- 
the  v/ifdom  of  the  jufl;  to  make  ready  a  people  prepared 
for  the  Lord.    This  moH:  extraordinary  and  excellent  per-  John  i.  n, 
too  did  at  feveral  limes  and  occafions  atteA  unto  Jefus,  MJ^^^[i|\*,', 
sot  only  (bat  he  was  incomparably,  for  the  dignity  of  hisl^keuLie. 
feribn  and  worth  of  his  performances,  to  be  preferred  be- 
fore himfelf,  and  confequently  before  all  other  prophets, 
bat  that  he  was  the  very  Chrift,  the  Lamb  of  Ood,  the  Jobaw.  at. 
Son  efGody  the  Saviour  of  the  world  t  they  feni  to  John, 
&ith  the  text,  and  be  bare  witnefs  of  the  truth.    God  by 
him  alfo  foretold  divers  things  concerning  our  Lord,  which 
iaA  really  come  to  pafs ;  as  thofe  words,  uttered  occalion- 
•lly  by  numy  perfons,  do  imply;  John   indeed  did  nojobas. «i. 
miracie;  but  all  things  which  Johnfpake  of  this  man  were 
tnu. 

3.  God  attelled  unto  our  Lord  by  vifible  apparitions 
from  heaven,  at  leveral  times,  in  fit  feafons,  made  in  the 
fight  and  prefeitoe  of  very  good  witnefles :  angels  appear-  Man.  i.  u, 
ing  warned  his  good  father  and  blefled  mother  concerning  ^u^^  j  ^^ 
the  time  and  manner  of  his  coming  into  the  world  ;  an-  Luke  ii.  9, 
gels  again  appearing  uttered  tidings  of  his  birth,  joined  ^'^^ 
with  acclamations  of  praife  to  God,  and  gratulations  of 
joy  to  men;  angels  were  vigilant  for  his  fafety,  niinilleredMiit.  ii.  la, 
uoio  him  m  his  temptations  and  needs,  allifled  and  com- 
forted him  m  the  agonies  of  his  paflion,*  waited  upon  him  Mtn.iy.n. 
at  hii  refiirredioD ;  an  extraordinary  ftar  (like  that  of  the  J'"^'  ""■ 
IBOrutig  before  the  fun)  ofBcioufly  did  uiher  him  into  the 
WOfld}  at  Ids  baptifm  the  Holy  Gho/l  (in  the  fymbolical  M1rt.iii.17. 
igore  irf  a  dove)  appeared  defcending,  and  refting  upon'-"^"''*"' 
fttm,  in  the  prefence  of  St.  John  the  fiaptift,  (that  mod 
jnft  and  holy  perfon,  fo  talcen  and  acknowledged  by  all 
■KD,  even  by  his  enemies  and  murderers;  and  a  moft 
competent  witnefi,  as  who  dared  with  utmoU  peril  before 
tke  gnateft  perfms  to  aflert  the  troth;)  He  tfflified  thereof, Mtmi.Au 
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^*     as  a  dovcf  and  rating  vpm  Am.    Mofet  aad  EUm.  dEy 

(thofe  moft  eminent  inftrumentt  of  God,  and  Dkiflimi 

reprefentatives  of  the  MefliaB)  did  from.hqaven  in  a.oifli 

glorious  and  fplendid  manner  attend  ixfoa  him,  in  the 

Bfatt.  zTii.  prefence  of  three  moft  credible  witnefieSy  Ptter, inmn^mk 

^,  .        John,  the  Apoftks ;  one  of  whom  doth  himlelf  thus,  wiA  > 

•1.         '  the  due  confidence  of  an  eye-wttnefs,  report  the  fiift ;  Ar 

t  Fee  L      ^.^  ^^^  ^^^  followed  cunningljf  devifed  fables^  u^m  m 

made  known  unto  you  the  power  and  prefence  ff  eitr  I^ 

Jefus  Chrift^  but  wereJpeBators  of  his  mafffy'    being  wilt 

him  in  the  holy  mountain* 

4.  God  alfo  by  vocal  attefiation  did  exprefdy  at  levenl 
times  own  and  approve  Jefus :  at  his  baptifm,  in  the  anfr 
ence  of  St.  John  the  Bapuft  and  others  prefent  tbcvs; 

Bilttt.iii.i7.  when.  Behold  there  was  a  voice  from  heaven^  J^*^gf  ^^ 
LokeUl.99.j^  my  beloved  Sony  in  whom  I  am  wellpleafed:  theiki 
Mfttt  xrUi  heavenly  voice  was  heard  at  the  transfiguration ;  This  is 
Lukeix.35.*"y  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleajed ;  hear  him:  fe 
Mark  ix.  7-  the  Gofpcls  report  it ;  and  thus  St.  Peter  himfelf,  a  more 
9  Pet.  i.  17- immediate  witnefs  and  attendant  there;  He  received  from 
God  the  Father  honour  and  glory,  a  voice  being  brought 
unto  him  from  the  magnificent  glory ;  This  is  my  beloved 
Sony  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.    And  this  voice,  which 
came  from  heaven,  we  heard,  being  with  him  in  the  holif 
mount.     Again,  a  little  before  his  death,  in  prefence  of  s 
multitude,  upon  Jefus's  prayer^  that  God  would  by  him 
glorify  his  name,  an  audible  return  was  made  from  hea- 
John  zii.38.  yen;  There  came,  faith  the  text,  a  voice  from  heaven.  Iky- 
ing, I  have  both  glorified  it,  and  will  again  glorify  it, 

5.  God  attefted  to  our  Lord  in  that  he  was  endued  with 
a  power  conliantly  rcfident  in  him  of  performing  mi- 
raculous works,  for  nature  and  quality  fuch,  as  could 
only  proceed  from  a  moft  divine  power ;  not  only  thwart- 
ing the  courfe  of  nature,  but  tranfcending  the  ftrength  of 
any  creature,  and  efpecially  contrary  to  what  any  evil 
creature  could  or  would  perform:  this  was  a  teftimony 
beyond  any  human  teftimony,  and  which  our  Lord  in- 

John  ▼.  86.  gfted  upon  as  fuch ;  I,  f$uth  he^  have  a  greater  teftimaq 

Z*  33>  36* 

xiv.  11. 


TkiU  Je/us  is  the  true  Mejfias.  4j7 

\han  that  of  John;  for  the  works  which  the  Father  hath  SERM. 
granted  me^  that  IJhould  perform  thein,  thofe  very  works     XX. 
yffhich  Idof  they  tejlify  about  mey  that  the  Father  hathfent 


Works  indeed  he  performed  of  a  (lupendous  greatnefs 
aad   difficulty;   all  the  creatures  (the  mod  unruly  and 
bcufterous,  the  mod  malignant  and  rebellious)  be(idc  their 
natures^  and  againll  their  wills,  did  obey  his  commands : 
in  a  tempeft  he  arofe,  and  rebuked  the  winds  and  the  Jea  ;  Matt.  viii. 
€md  there  became  a  great  calm:  Jo  that  men  did  marvel y^^^^  ^y^-^^ 
fayingy  IVhat  manner  of  man  is  this^for  even  the  winds  and^"^*  a*. 
the  Jea  obey  him  !  the  fea  flood  firm  for  him  and  St.  Peter  ae. 
to  walk  upon;  he  turned  water  into  good  wine ;  he  un-f®****.^**^'* 
conceivably  fo  improved  a  few  loaves  and  little  fiflies  asix.  i.   ' 
to  feed  and  fatisfy  multitudes^  leaving  more  behind  than  J^*"  ^^'aa. 
there  were  at  firft ;  he  cured  the  mod  incurable  difcafes,  viii.  a.  zii. 
inveterate  palfies^  fluxes  of  blood,  and  leprofies ;  he  re-  ^^  3^] 
Hored  fenfes,  and  limbs  wanting  from  the  birth,  or  for  a  Mark  ix  5. 
long  time ;  innumerable  perfons,  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  lame, 
and  maimed,  he  reftored  to  the  ufe  of  their  faculties^  and 
members  refpeflively,  without  any  medicinal  applications, 
or  any  natural  means  conducible  to  thofe  purpofes  :  he 
reftored  lunatic  perfons  to  their  right  wits,  and  difpoflefled 
evil  fpirits,  they  not  daring  to  difobey  him,  and  acknow- 
ledging his  uncontrollable  authority ;  They  were,  faith  the  Matt.  x?ii. 
text,  amazed,  injomuch  that  they  queftioned  amojjg  them-  ^^^j\^  \,  ,;. 
Jelves,  fayingy  What  thing  is  this  ?  what  new  doSirine  is 
this  P  for  with  authority  he  commandeth  even  the  unclean 
Jpirits,  and  they  do  obey  him,     Thefe  were  indeed  works 
of  exceflive  grandeur  and  difficulty;  but  he  did  others  far 
more  great  and  hard;  and  thefe  were  greater  for  the  man- 
ner of  performing  them,  than  in  their  own  nature :  he  did 
other  aj&&  fo  great,  that  they  were  only  to  be  done  by  an 
infinite  power ;  and  mofl  of  thefe  he  performed  in  a  man- 
ner which  argued  omnipotency  prefent  with  tl>e  doer. 

Works  proper  unto  God  he  did  many ;  fuch  was  dif-  Matt.  ix.  4. 
cermng  the  thoughts,  reafonings,  opinions,  and  purpofes*":.^** 
of  men,  however  concealed  or  difguifed,  whereof  we  have  Luke xi.  17. 
niaoy  iuftances ;  and  his  intimate  acquaintance,  St.  Johnj 
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SKRM.  teftifies  of  him  generally,  fiyingj  Hi  needed  floi  iiai  e»/ 
XX.    Jhould  wiinefs  about  a  martj  for  he  knew  fdm/etfwk&i  wen 
j^n  ji.  ,3.  in  man.    Such  was  alfo  to  foigive  fini,  (a  pri^l^^e  odf 
belon^ng  to  the  fupreme  Lord  and  Lawj^ver^  agaiaC 
whom  fin  is  committed;)  the  which  he  afliinied  to  Iumlel( 
and  irreproveably  munt^ned  it  by  exerting  a  power  eqjit 
Mffttt.  is.  5. valent  thereto;  For  whether y  laid  he,  is  ii  ea/ier  iojtff 
Thy  fins  he  forgiven  thee;  or  tofity^  Anfe  and  walk  f  M 
that  you  may  know  that  the  Son  of  man  hoik  power  m 
earth  to  forgive  fins,  {then  faith  he  to  thefick  oftkepa^t) 
Arife,  take  up  thy  bed,  and  go  to  thine  hou/e:  and  he  mif^ 
Matt.  stH.  and  departed  to  his  hou/e :  fuch  it  was  likewife  to  fered 
xf'.?;!  '"' future  contingendes ;  this  he  ofteo  did;  as  concemim 
u^*  <>  0-  bis  own  pai&on  and  refurreftion,  with  aD  the  circumflanoo 
xicviii. 90.  ^  thepi;  particularly  the  treafon  of  Judas;  {He  keen, 
l«ke  xxiv.  faith  St,  John,  foom  the  beginning  who  they  were  that  Si 
J9ku^.64.not  believe,  and  who  it  was  that  Jhould  betray  him:)  600- 
ceming  St.  Peter's  lapfe,  repentance,  and  fuflering ;  con- 
cerning the  deilru£tion  of  Jerufalem,  and  utter  demdift* 
ment  of  the  temple ;  concerning  the  perfecutions  which 
his  difciples  (hould  undergo ;  concerning  the  communica* 
tion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  after  his  deceafc,  and  the  propt- 
Chryf.  torn,  gation  of  the  Gofpel  in  the  world :  fuch  was  the  foondt- 
p!  634,0^8  ^^^"  ^^  ^^^  Church  upon  a  rock,  againft  which  the  gate 
M«it.ix.a5.  o/*  hell  Jhould  not  prevail:  fuch  again  it  was  to  raife  the 
u.      ' '    dead,  which  he  often  performed ;  he  raifed   the   ruler's 
John  xi.  1,  daughter,  and  the  widow's  fon  of  Nairn,  and  his  fiTCwl 
Lazarus;  and,  The  dead  are  raifed,  is  reckoned  among  the 
ordinary  miracles  done  by  him,  in  the  anfwer  to  St.  Jobo 
LukeTii.32.the  Baptift's  difciples:  thefe  were  a6ts  of  divine  power, 
which  no  creature,  unafiified  by  God,  could  perform. 

And  confidering  the  manner  of  performance  fuch  were 
both  thefe  and  qioft  of  the  reA;  they  in  that  refpeA 
emulating  God's  inimitable  work  of  creation,  and  in  t 
manner  feSeming  to  exceed  it ;  for  that  it  feenieth  harder 
to  produce  things  out  of  matter  indifpofed  and  repugnant, 
than  to  bring  them  out  of  mere  nothing:  as  God  by 
pr.zzziii.9«mere  word  and  will  created  things,  when  hefpake,a»i 
it  was  done;  he  commanded,  and  itjloodfq/l;  fo  did  Jefos 
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n  like  maimer,  by  the  efficacy  of  hU  command,  or  by  SERIf. 
b£Bons  equipollent  thfcreto,  without  predifpoling  the  fiib-     *^ 
jacent  matter,  or  uling  any  natural  inftrument,  accom])li(h 
his  great  and  llrange  works:    He  rebuked  the  u^ind,  nrfc/Maikiv.sg. 
ftirf  It)  thefea,     eace,hefuUi  fo  he  quelled  the  ftorm :  7  Luke  v.  19. 
wUl,  be  thou  clfuifed;  fo  he  cured  the  leper :   Yovng  man.  Lute  »ii, 
I  Jay  unto  thee,  Arije  ;  fo  he  revived  the  widow's  fon  :   0  J^' 
ivoman,  great  is  iky  J'aith;  he  it  unto  thee  as  lh'>u  defirefi ;  w. 
fo  he  cured  the  Caiiaanitifh  woman's  poflefled  daughter; 
Ha  cried  out,  Laxarus,  come  forth  ;  xil  (f^\^iv  o  r!dvi;Kis;,Johnii.  o. 
fo  the  dead  man  heard  his  voice,  and  prefenlly  came  forth 
OQt  of  the  grave :  hefaid,  Ephphatha,Beope7ted,XoxhcAe.aSWxtV  viL 
maD's  ears ;   they  immediately  heard,  and  obeyed :   he  ^*' 
&id  but  one  word,  'AvaffXt^liov,  See  again,  to  the  blind  man ; 
Mil   wapixxpifi.»    iriSxrin,    and   without    more  ado   he  faw 
tgaitt  -•  he  did  but  chide  the  great  fever,  with  which  St.  Luke  w.  99. 
Peter's  mother-in-law  was  troubled,  and  it  left  her:  he 
£<)  but  take  the  ruler's  daughter  by  the  hand,  and  f6eMut.iji.ss. 
girl  revived,  and  rofe  up :  he  only  touched  the  two  blind 
aien's  eyes,  and  fo  their  fght  was  rejiared :  the  woman,  Mati,  ii. 
who  had  a  flux  of  blood  for  twelve  years,  did  but  touch  lo'^j  ,ijj_ 
Km,  Ktu  Ui^  woftx^^ifM,  and  jke  thereupon  ipfo  fa&o  in-  "■  *7. 
Jkmtly  was  healed:  yea  multitudes  of  fick  perfons  toge- 
ther did  only  endeavour  to  touch  the  hem  of  his  garment,  f-itM.x\i. 
and  as  many  as  touched  it  were  healed ;  there  went  virtue\^^^J^^^^ 
ttit  of  Aim,  and  heated  them  alt.    When  he  ufed  any 
tiling  like  means,  he,  as  St.  Chryfoftom  obferveth,  pro-Chiyf.  in. 
oecded  in  ways  not  only  preternatural,  but  contrary  to'     '•'**' 
nature;  as  when  he  cured  the  blind  man  in  St.  John's  John  U.  6. 
Gofpel,  anointing  his  eyes  with  clay  and  fplttle:  Sii  vpiy- 
fun;  hrn-tnovTo;  -n;*  iryipoait,   aviTXi*   by   a   thing  apt  to  in- 
treafe  (or  ftrengthen)  blindnefs,  he  took  it  away.    So  great 
in  nature,  fo  high  for  manner  of  performance,  were  the 
works  of  our  Lord;  they  pl^nly  were  either  the  works, 
or  they  were  done  in  the  way  of  omnipotency. 

Tliry  had  alfo  no  lefs  of  goodnefs  than  of  greatnefs 
divine ;  they  were  all  of  them  plainly  works  of  piety,  or 
«>oika  of  charity  and  pity ;  of  a  holy  nature  and  bene- 
firial  ufe;  they  were  generally  performed  upon  evidently 
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SE RM.  reafonable  occafions,  or  needs ;  for  the  fuccotir  and  COdk* 
^^'     fort  of  perfons  in  fome  want  or  difirefs ;  or  for  inflniAioD 
"""""""  of  the  minds  and  reformation  of  the  manners  of  men ;  fcr 
healing  the  fick,  feeding  the  hungry,  eafing  the  MiBtdf 
reftoring  men  to  their  fenfes,  freeing  them   from  the 
Devil's  tyranny ;  for  helping  men  in  difa{^intment  and 
need,  or  for  encoura^g  kindnefs  and  good  neighbonr- 
Johaii.  8.  hood  among  people,  (to  which  purpole  his  firfl  mirKk 
done  at  Cana  ferved;}  for  inftilling  or  impreffing  Ibme 
M«tt.sxi.  wholefome  truth,  as  when  the  fig-tree  withered  at  hb 
Matt.zYii.  co°^°>^uid$  for  encouraging  dutiful  fubmiflion  to  goveiv 
t7*  nors,  as  when  the  fiih  was  brought  up  with  a  piece  of 

'    money  in  his  mouth,  fiimiihing  him  and  St.  Peter  to  psj 
tribute :  in  fine,  the  nature  and  importance  of  his  worki 
ABm  s.  St.  St.  Peter  thus  well  exprefled,  faying  of  him ;  ^  lijxSif 
t^fY§TWf  Who  went  about  doing  good,  (or  benefiting  men,) 
and  healing  all  that  were  oppreffed  by  the  Devil  ^  for  God 
Mattiz.35.tt/a5  with  him:  and  the  Evangelift  thus;  Jefus  went  abtml 
80.    *     '  all  the  cities  J  teaching  in  their  Synagogues^  and  preaching 
the  Go/pel  of  the  kingdom,  and  liealing  every  fckne/s  and 
every  difeafe  among  the  people. 

Confidering  which  things,  we  may  well  difcem  by  what 
power  and  to  what  purpofe  Jefus  did  perform  his  admi- 
rable works ;  and  may  repel  from  our  hearts  all  the  cavik 
or  calumnies  forged  by  malicious  and  vain  wits  (fuch  as 
thofe  of  Celfus  and  Julian)  in  derogation  to  them;  we 
may  particularly  perceive  how  impudently  falfe  that  fug- 
geftion  was  of  the  apoftate  emperor;  who  faid  that  Jefus, 
while  he  lived,  did  nothing  worthy  hearing,  except  one  fop' 
pofe  to  heal  aipples  and  blind  folk,  and  to  exorcife  demO' 
niacs  in  the  villages  Bethfaida  and  Bethany,  to  he  great 
works  ^ :  in  oppofition  to  which  kind  of  fuggedions,  and 
for  abundant  confirmation  of  our  purpofe,  we  may  con- 
fider  fome  advantageous  circumflances  and  concomitances 
of  our  Lord's  performances. 

They  were,  we  may  obferve,  not  fome  few  things  done 

mm  mm^^s  iM^eu,  ««<  T$tf(  hufUfifrmg  l^«(jei(ii»  iv  BiS#«u)f ,  »a)  It  Bn^tMf  rtik 
tu»fuut  rm  fuyifmt  t^ymf  uhu,     C^r,  adv,  Jul,  lib.  6. 
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t  one  time,  or  in  one  place,  among  friends  and  partilans;  S£RM. 
►ut  innumerably  many  and  frequent,  (a  world  of  things,     ^^' 
Qore  than  well  could  be  recited,  as  St.  John  telleth  us,)  john  ui. 
kme  through  a  long  courfe  of  time,  (for  fome  years  toge-  **• 
lier,)  in  feveral  places,  before  all  forts  of  people,  many  of 
Lhem  very  ill-afTefted  towards  him.     They  were  not  doneA6bxxvi. 
dancularly  in  a  blind  corner^  among  rude  and  fimple  peo-  *^" 
pic ;  but  openly  and  vifibly  every  where  about  Judea,  the 
moft  lightfome  place  for  knowledge  and  goodnefs  in  the 
nrorld;  where  the  beft  worihip  of  God  moft  flourifhed, 
ind  all  diabolical  impoftures  were  moft  detefted,  in  the 
places  there  moft  public  and  confpicuous;   fo  he  could 
iffirm  and  admoniih  them^  I fpake  freely  to  the  world;  /John  x?iii. 
always  taught  in  the  fynagogues,  and  in  the  temple^  where 
the  Jews  from  all  places  refort ;  and  in  fecret  have  I  done 
nothing :  they  were  done  fo  apparently,  that  the  people 
generally  faw  them,  and  ackno\yledged  them ;  that  fcarce 
any  man  could  be  ignorant  of  them;  that  the  moft  learned 
and  confiderate  men  took  it  for  granted,  that  they  were 
done ;  that  adverfaries  could  not  deny  the  performance  of 
them,  although  out  of  envy  and  ill-will  they  were  ready 
to  unpute  it  to  the  worft  caufes  devifable ;  that  many  of 
all  forts  were  convinced,  and  divers  converted  by  them : 
u  for  the  people.  Great  multitudeSj  faith  St.  Matthew,  Matt.  it. 
[>ne  prefent,  and  a  follower  of  our  Lord,  came  unto  him,^^*  ®'* 
having  with  them   thofe  that   were  lame,   blind,   dumb, 
maimed,  and  many  others,  and  cqfl  them  down  at  Jefus* s 
feet;  and  he  healed  them:  infomuch  that  the  multitude 
wondered,  when  they  faw  the  dumb  tojpeak,  the  maimed  to 
be  whole,  the  lame  to  walk,  and  the  blind  to  fee;  and  they 
glorified  the   God  of  Ifrael :  and,  The  people  marvelled,  Mitt.  Ik. 
laying.  It  was  never  fo  feen  in  Ifrael;  but  the  Pharifees^*'^*' 
^aid.  He  cajieth  out  devils  by  the  prince  of  the  devils:  the 
natter  of  fa6t  they  could  not  offer,  againft  convi£lion  of 
!enfe,  to  queftion;   but  malice  prompted  perverfely  and 
boliflily  to  aftign  a  bad  caufe  thereof :  the  matter  was  fo 
lotorious,  that  St.  Peter  could  thus  confidently  appeal  to 
;he  whole  nation ;  Ye  men  of  Ifrael,  hear  thefe  words ;  Aas  ii.  aa. 
Tefiis  of  Nazareth,  a  man  approved  (or  demonftrated)  ^nto^V^^^'^' 
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&SEM.  you  hi  mracles^  and  wandersy  and^gns^  whidi  God  did  l§ 

^^'     him  in  the  mid/i  of  you;  as  you  your/elves  kmpWm    Th*  ad* 

veriarieg  (fuch  whom  fuperltitious  prejudioesj,  obftiBM 

humours,  or  corrupt  afiefUons,  envy,  pride,  axDbitiiQ% 

avarice,  or  the  like,  had  made  adveriaries  to  lum)  did  not 

only  fee  the  thing,  but  were  aflH^tcd  with  ita  cooib- 

Joiuisi.47.quence ;  The  chief  priefis,  it  is  faid,  and  the  Pharifoes  ge^ 

ihered  a  counfel  together,  and  faid;  Whatjhall  we  dojfer  /Iji 

man  doeth  many  wonders  f  if  we  list  him  alanefQll  men^wHi 

beUeve  on  him:  yes  indeed,  notwithftandir^  all  thb  validir 

fill  caution  and  fine  policy  of  theirs,  notwithftaodvig  aU 

the  oppofition  and  difcouragement  they  could  intejpoli^ 

fit  their  ftrugglings  to  fmother  his  credit  and  dodriiH^ 

many  were  in  their  hearts  convinced,  even  divers  of  fucb 

as  were  unwilling  to  believe,  and  afhamed  or  afraid  to 

JoiM  ifi.    avow  their  perfuafion ;  ^//b,  it  is  fud  ag^do,.  cfthe  ndm 

^**  many  believed  on  kirn;  but  hecaufe  of  the  Pharifees  thtg 

did  not  confess  itj  left  theyjhould  he  put  out  ofthefyhagogmi 

Nicodemus,  an  honeft  and  ingenuous  perfon,  a  man  of 

honour,  (but   fomewhat  wary  and  timorous,)  came  fb- 

cretly,  and  in  the  name  (it  feemeth)  of  many  perfbns  alike 

John  iii.  2.  difpoibd  with  himfelf  thus  fpake :  Rabbi,  we  know  that 

thou  haft  come  a  teapher  from  God;  for  no  man  can  do 

thofe  things  which  thou  doeft,  except  God  be  with  him.    As 

for  the  generality  of  the  people,  (the  mod  unconcerned  in 

fuch  cafes  as  to  point  of  honour  and  intereft,  and  thence 

the  moil  impartial  and  fincere  party,)  they  following  their 

fenies  were  greatly  afTefled  and  aftoniihed  with  what  he 

did;  taking  him  for  a  very  extraordinary  perfon;  feme 

in  a  grofs  and  confufed  manner,  others  in  a  more  diihoA 

H«rkivi.  way  of  belief;    Same  faid   he  was  John    the    Baptift; 

Luke  it  ig.^^^^^9  ^^^^  ^^  ^'^  EliQs ;  Others,  Jeremiah,  or  one  of  tbi 

^ohnviuQi. ancient  prophets  rifen  up  again:  but  many  of  the  peoph 

*'*^'        (more  ftilly  and  exa£Uy)  believed  on  him,  faying,  lVbe» 

Chrift  Cometh,  will  he  do  more  miracles  than  this  man  hath 

doneP 

We  may  alfo  obferve,  that  Jefus  did  not  affeft  to  per- 
form wonders  out  of  vanity,  or  to  humour  men's  curiofity) 
but  always  upon  inducements  of  piety  and  charity :  mod 
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^f  them  were  performed  occafionally  at  the  deiire  of  men,  SBRM. 
fv^^g^ed  by  their  needs ;  and  all  of  them  for  their  edi-     ^^' 
ficatkm  or  comfort ;  that  he  therefore  did  not  feek  by 
than  to  acquire  reputation,  or  applaufe  to  himfelf ;  nor 
by  them  defigned  to  advance  any  private  intereft  of  hia» 
own^  but  fingly  aimed  at  the  promotion  of  God's  glory  in 
them  all :  that  in  eSoBi  no  fecular  advantage  of  dignity 
•r  wealth  or  pleafure  did  from  them  accrue  to  himfelf ; 
but  rather  difgrace  and  obloquy,  hatred  and  enmity,  trou- 
ble and  pain,  did  from  them  befall  him ;  all  the  glory  of 
them  purely  coming  to  God,  and  all  the  benefit  to  men. 
iis  he  charged  his  difciples,  fo  he  pra£iifed  himfelf,  doing  Mttti.  is. 
idl  gratis^  and  freely,  without  expelling  or  accepting  any 
lequital.    He  often  ftudioufly  concealed  his  miracles,  for-  Matt.  riii. 
bidding  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  them,  or  confcious  \x.  30. 
i£  them,  to  publifti  them ;  fo  driving  to  decline  or  to  ftifle  ^^^  "- 1?* 
the  honour,  naturally  emergent  from  them.    When  itae! 
was  neceflary  or  expedient  they  {hould  appear,  he  dif-  ^^^"4^  J^' 
claimed  being  the  principal  author  of  them,  referring  and  54, 34.  ▼. 
llbribing  them  to  God :  lean,  faid  he,  do  not/ung  ofmy^^^'^^'  '^* 
Jilf:  and,  The  word  that  IJpeak  to  you  I /peak  not  ofmy^ 
fiifl  IfUi  the  Father  who  abides  in  me,  he  doeth  the  works : 
|d)d^  I  feek  not  mine  own  glory;  I  receive  not  glory  of  men: 
thus  he  profefled,  and  fo  he  pra£tifed :  confequcntly  the 
effisd  was,  that  (as  it  is  exprefled  in  the  Gofpels)  fear,  or 
a  pious  reverence,  didfeize  all  men ;  and  they  glorified 
0^9  f^yi^gj  That  a  great  Prophet  is  rifen  up  among  us ;  Luke  ▼». 
nd^  That  God  hath  vifted  his  people:  All  the  people  feeing  ]^l\-^'J^^' 
il  guve  praife  to  God :  All  men  were  amazed  at  tlie  mighty  Matt.  is.  t. 
p^wer  (or  majefty)  of  God:  When  the  multitude  faw  i/,'^^;^^^. 
ikey  marbled,  and  glorified  God,  which  had  given  fuch  y«^«'^<'«»«* 
peiwer  unto  men*    And  doth  not  fo  much  glory  from  his 
pivformances  refulting  to  God,  fo  good  an  influence  upon 
the  hearts  of  men,  evidently  (hew  whence  the  power 
efSi^iDg  them  was  derived  ?  would  the  Devil  be  fuch  an 
Ip^mPfient  of  God*s  pr»lfe  ? 

We  may  alfo  with  St.  Irenseus  obferve,  that  Jefus,  inlren.  n.  50. 
performing  his  cures  and  other  miraculous  works,  did  never 
^  any  pK^iMie,  fiUy,  phant^ftic  ceremonies ;  any  mutter- 
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8£RM.  ing  of  barbarous  names  or  infignificant  phrafes ;  anyin^ 
XX.  vocation  of  fpirits,  or  inferior  powers;  any  preparatory 
purgations,  any  myfterious  circumdances  of  proceeding 
apt  to  aniufe  people;  any  fuch  unaccountable  methodi 
or  inflruments,  as  magicians,  enchanters>  diviners^  circa* 
latorious  jugglers,  and  fuch  emiflaries  of  the  Devil,  or  felf- 
feeking  impoftors,  are  wont  to  ufe ;  but  did  proceed  alto- 
gether in  a  moll  innocent^  (imple,  and  grave  maimer,  witk 
a  majeftic  authority  and  clear  (incerity,  becoming  fuch  in 
agent  of  God  as  he  profefled  himfelf  to  be. 

That  alfo  the  whole  tenor  of  his  proceedings  was  di- 
re6):ly  levelled  againfl  the  kingdom  of  darknefs;  againft 
all  the  impiety,  all  the  malice,  all  the  filthinefs,  and  aB 
the  fallacy  thereof;  at  the  calling  wicked  and  impure 
fpirits,  not  only  from  the  bodies,  but  out  of  the  fouls  of 
men ;  caufing  men  not  only  to  deteft  and  defy  them,  bat 
to  loathe  their  qualities,  and  to  efchew  their  works :  thii 

Lukcxi.2i.is  that  binding,  difarming,  rifling,  and  difpoflfeflSng  ih 

39?  *"  Ji^ong  one,  which  Jefus  alleged  as  an  infallible  argument, 
that  he  was  not  only  no  friend,  but  a  mighty  enemy  to 
the  infernal  powers;  an  enemy,  not  only  in  difpofition  and 
defign  quite  contrary,  but  in  virtue  and  force  highly  fupe- 
rior  to  them :  that  we  fliould  worfliip  God  alone  with 
moft  hearty  reverence  and  love ;  that  we  fhould  bear  the 
fame  clear  good- will  to  all  men  as  we  do  to  ourfelves; 
that  we  ftiould  be  ftriftly  juft,  veracious,  and  fincere  in  our 
words  and  dealings,  meek  and  humble  in  our  fpirits,  pure 
and  fober  in  all  our  enjoyments,  (things  perfeftly  oppofitc 

Tcrtuil.  to  the  temper  and  interetts  of  hell,)  were  things,  which  as 
*  our  Lord  conftantly  in  his  doArine  did  inculcate,  fo  he 
countenanced  and  furthered  them  by  his  works;  from 
whence  afluredly  we  may  colleft,  that  they  came  fix)m 
heaven,  and  were  intended  for  the  promoting  God's  fer- 
vice :  hell  would  never  contribute  fo  much  to  its  own 
difgrace  and  difadvantage,  would  never  fo  induftrioufly 
concur  to  defeat  and  dcftroy  itfelf ;  God  plainly  reaped 
the  benefit  by  Jefus' s  works,  he  therefore  certainly  did 
plant  them  and  blefs  them. 

Upon  thefe  confiderations  it  appeareth  fufficiently,  that 
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in  correlpondence  to  the  reafon  and  exigency  of  the  cafe,  S  ERM. 
our  Lord  did  perform  innumerable  works,  which  had  im-      ^^' 
prefled  on  them  the  trueft  and  higheft  charaAers  of  divi-  ^ 

mty ;  the  moft  peculiar  grandeur,  and  perfe6ieft  goodnefs; 
the  pureft  holinefs  of  defign,  and  the  beneficial  tendency 
proper  to  the  works  ifluing  from  divine  power;  fo  that 
fuppofing  God  (hould  fend  the  Meflias  into  the  world,  or 
any  great  ambafTador  from  hirofelf,  he  could  fcarce  poili- 
bly,  he  (hould  not  at  leaft,  all  things  confidered,  need  to 
fumifh  him  with  more  convincing  atteftations,  than  he 
hath  exhibited  to  our  Lord.  Whence  we  may  well  ap- 
prehend the  validity  of  that  argument,  which  our  Lord 
liiiiifelf  fuggefted  for  aOurance  of  St.  John  the  Baptift  in 
his  opinion  concerning  him,  or  rather  for  the  fatisfa£Uon 
oif  St.  John's  difciples ;  when  John  fcnt  two  of  his  difci- 
ples,  with  this  inquiry,  Art  thou  lie^  or  look  we  for  an-  Matt.  i\,  5. 
ether?  Jefus  thus  replied;  Go  your  way^  and  tell  JoAt? Luke Yii. 
what  things  ye  have  feen  and  lieard;  how  that  the  blind^^* 
Jee,  the  lame  walk^  the  lepers  are  cleanfedj  the  deaf  hear ^ 
the  dead  are  raijedy  to  the  poor  the  Go/pel  is  preached; 
and  Vlejpsd  is  he,  whoever ^fliall  not  be  offended  in  me. 

6.  God  moft  fignally  did  attett  to  our  Lord  by  miracu- 
loufly  rsufing  him  from  the  dead ;  or  in  that  by  a  divine 
power  he  raifed  up  himfelf  from  the  grave  3  which  work, 
for  the  fingular  greatnefs  and  high  confequence  thereof, 
together  with  the  certain  evidence  that  it  was  really  per- 
formed, might  alone  fuffice  to  confirm  the  verity  of  all  our 
Lord's  pretences ;  [that  he  was  the  true  Me/ftas,  the  Son 
of  God,  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  the  Lord  of  all  things, 
the  Judge  of  all  the  world;]  moft  efficacioufly  to  evince 
and  perfuade  the  moft  eminent  and  important  parts  of  his 
doAiihe,  (the  immortality  of  our  fouls,  the  refurreftion  of 
our  bodies,  the  juft  and  wife  providence  of  God  over  men, 
the  difpenfation  of  rewards  and  punifliments  hereafter,  an- 
iwerable  to  men*s  converfation  and  praftice  in  this  life.) 
This  indeed  is  the  point,  which  invincibly  guardeth  and 
fortifieth  all  other  teftimonies;  but  it  is  fo' pregnant  of 
confiderations  belonging  to  it,  that  it  deferveth  more  time 
and  room  than  we  now  can  yield  it ;  wherefore  we  choofe 
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SERM.  rather  at  prefent  to  pafs  it  over,  than  flightly  to  touch  k, 
XX.     referving  it  for  a  peculiar  fubjeft  of  difcourfe. 

7.  A  farther  atteftation  was  given  to  our  Lordbytbe 
power  of  doing  miracles  in  his  name  imparted  to  the  difci- 
ples }  who  by  him  were  appointed  and  authorized  to  pro- 
Omnis  hsecfecute  the  great  defign  commenced  by  himfelf :  not  oolj 
iiros^dom!-  ^'^  pcrfon,  but  even  his  name  did  great  wonders;  it  cured 
natio  et  po-  difeafes,  it  cad  out  devils^  it  furmounted  nature,  and  fub- 
Chrifti  no-  dued  hell :  whereby  he  indeed  appears,  for  efpecial  favour 
minatione  ^ith  God,  perfonal  excellency,  dignity  of  office,  import- 
Teri^Ap^L  ance  of  undertaking,  incomparably  to  have  furpafled  aB 
Aa«iii  16  ^^'■"^r  prophets  and  commiflioners   of  God,  by  whofe 
minidry  any  law,  covenant,  or  doSrine,  hath  been  conveyed 
to  men ;  never  by  delegation  or  in  dependence  upon  any 
other  perfon>  never  in  any  other  perfon's  name,  were  fiich 
works  done.     To  the  twelve  Apoftles  at  their  firft  miffioo 
Matt.  \,  8.  he  among  other  in(lru£lions  enjoined  thus;  Cure  thejleki 
eleanfe  the  lepers ,  cqft  out  devils;  ye  have  freely  received^ 
freely  give :  to  the  feventy  difciples,  fent  out  by  himfelf 
to  infill  the  rudiments  of  his  doctrine,  and  to  admonifli 
people  of  his  approach,  he  gave   this  commiffion  and 
Luke  X.  8,  charge;   In  any  city  into  which  you  enter,  heal  thofe  which 
^*  '^'        areftck  therein;  and  fay  unto  them^  The  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  come  near  unto  you:  he  then  adds;  Behold  j  I  give  you 
power  to  tread  upon  ferpents  and  fcorpions,  and  upon  all 
LuVcx.  17.  the  power  of  the  enemy :  the  fuccefs  was,  that  they  re- 
turned with  joy  J  fayingj  Lordy  even  the  devils  are  fubjeB 
unto  us  through  thy  name.     At  his  departure  he  promifed 
Markxvi.  and  foretold  thus;  Thefe  fgns  Jhall  follow  them  that  le- 
*^'  lieve ;  In  my  name  they  Jhall  cajl  out  devils;  they  Jhall 

*  'A^ifi.     fpeak  with  new  tongues;  they  Jhall  *  take  up  ferpents;  and 
if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  Jhall  not  hurt  them  ;  they 
Jliall  lay  hands  on  tlie  Jick,  and  they  Jhall  recover:  all 
which  things  were  abundantly  fulfilled;  for  a  liberal  com- 
munication of  divine  power  was  granted  to  them,  enabUng 
them  to  perform  the  greatcft  works ;  fo  that,  as  St.  Luke 
Aa«  ii.  4,    telleth  us,  by  the  hands  of  the  Apq/lles  many  wonders  and 
A\i,w.ii.  jigfiif  nj(»Ye  done  among  the  people;  the  performance  of 
which  was  fo  notorious,  that  upon  knowledge,  and  in 


i 


That  Jejiis  is  the  true  Mf^s.  4IS7 

»nfidence  thereof,  there  came,  faith  the  holy  hiftoriao,  SERM. 
imullitvde  cut  of  the  cities  round  about  vnlo  Jerufalem,     XX. 
•ringing ^ck  Jolks,  avd  them  which  were  vexed  with  «n-LnkeTi.i7, 
leanjpirits,  and  they  were  healed  every  one.     *Tbe  li^e'^^ 
lower  alfo  was  by  the  Apollles  derived  tinto  others,  ini;, 
uch  kind  and  meafure,  aa  the  carrying  on  Jefus'a  gi'eat  ^^^^_** 
lefign  (the  propagation  of  God'8  truth  and  the  edifica-ia. 
ion  of  his   Church)  did   require;  by  fucceflion  it  was 
ranfmitted  through  fevera]  ages,  and  vilibly  continued  fo 
3ng,  as  fuch  extraordinary  means  were  ufeful  or  expe- 
Jent   for  the  conviftion  and  converfion  of  the  world ; ' 
Doft  of  the  firfl  Fathers  of  the  Church  do  exprefsly  teflify 
onceming  remainders  thereof  in  their  times :  It  is  not 
<o^le  (faith  St.  Irenteus  for  one  inllance,  among  others  Im.ii.4i. 
nnumerable)  to  tell  the  namber  of  the  graces  (or  fpecial 
5ift«)  which  the  Church  through  the  whole  world  receiving 
rotn  God  doth,  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  crucified  under 
Pontius  Pilate,  daily  perform  for  thefuccour  of  the  nations, 
ice.     And  remarkable  is  the  confidence  of  Tertullian,  re- 
xnting  the  e0eds  of  this  power  in  his  time :  he  in  his 
kpokjgetic  fpeech  for  the  Chriflians  even  dares  to  provoke 
:he  Ethnic  governors  to  trial,  and  to  lay  the  ifliie  con- 
rnning  not  only  the  truth  of  ChrifHan  doSrine,  but  the  lives 
ind  laiety  of  its  profeflbrs  thereon;  Let,  faith  he,  ai^Ten.A|wl. 
ierpm,  manifejlly  pojjeffed  with  the  Devil,  or  one  who  m'"" 
itemed  to  be  rapt  with  a  divine  fury,  be  fet  before  your 
Iritwialss  that  Jpirit,  being  commanded  by  a  Chriflian  to 
fpeakifliall  as  truly  there  confefs  hintfelf  to  he  a  devil,  as 
Ukerwhere  a  god — If  he  do  not  fo  confefs,  not  daring  to 
lie,  mm  there  JpUl  the  blood  of  that  procacious  Chriflian: 
What,  adds  he,  is  more  manifejl  than  that  work  f  what 
uorefaitkful  than  that  probation  ?  Stand  not  to  tlufefay- 
ngs,  if  your  eyes  and  ears  willfhffer  you.    The  like  afler- 
ions   ant)  challenges  might  be  produced  out  of  divers 
ither  Fathers. 

Nrither  perhaps  is  the  communication  of  this  divinei*''"'^ 
irtue  fo  ceaAd  now,  that  it  would  be  wanting  upon  any^^^l^j" 
leedful  oooaSon  j  the  frequent  performance  of  fuch  works  "» ^"^^ 
anoog  tbem  in  whom  Uth  by  abundance  of  other  com-  cbtjt.  dt 

H  h  a  J 
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SEUM.  peteDt  means  may  be  produced  and  confirmed^  unto 
XX.  whom  alfo  the  firft  miracles  are  virtually  prefent  by  the 
Sicerd.  4.  '^^^P  ^^  hiftory  and  good  reafon,  is  indeed  nowife  necef- 
in  Joh.  Or.  fary,  nor  perhaps  would  be  convenient ;  but  did  the  (anie 
14a  Aug.  pious  zeal  for  God's  hctnour^  and  the  fame  charitable  ear- 
J*  ^^ '"•  ncftnefs  for  men's  good,  excite  any  perfons  now  to  at- 
i.  la.         tempt  the  converfion  of  infidels  to  the  iincere  Chriflian 

truth,  I  fee  no  reafon  to  doubt,  but  that  fuch  perfons 

would  be  enabled  to  perform  whatever  miraculous  works 
lia.  Ux.  i.  1.  (hould  conduce  to  that  purpofe ;  for  the  Lord*s  hand  is 

not  Jhortenedy  the  grace  of  Chrift  is  not  (Iraitened,  tlic 

name  of  Jefus  hath  not  loft  its  virtue. 
The  Spirit       8.  God  did  atteft  to  our  Lord  by  accomplishing  his 
atteft  to°    prediftion  and  promifc,  in  a  plentiful  *  effufion  of  the  di- 
him.         vjnjg  Spirit  upon  his  Church  and  difciples.  for  their  perfeA 

John  XV.Q6. .    -       J.  ,         .  ,  -         1     .      /-  1  r 

A6bv.  3<i.  mltruction  and  guidance,  tor  their  uipport  and  comfort, 

1  John  V.    fQj.  enabling  them  to  convince  and  convert  men  to  him; 

1  Cor.  xii.   IVhen  (faid  our  Lord  to  them  before  his  deceafe,  cob- 

jqJjjj^^***^' ceming  this  atteftation)  the  Comforter  is  come,  whom  I  will 

26.  find  to  you  from  my  Father,  even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which 

7,  8.  proceedeth  from  the  Father,  he  fhall  te/lify  of  me  :  and, 

Luke  XXIV.  Tarry  ye  (faid  he  again,  after  his  refurreftion)  in  the  city 

AQa  i.  ♦.  ii.  of  Jerufalem,  until  ye  he  endued  with  power  from  on  high. 

Aas  iv.  .11       Accordingly  foon  after  our  Lord's   afcenfion,  as  the 

▼iii.  17.  X.  Holy   Spirit  was   confpicuoufly  difpenfed,  upon  various 

xiii.52.xix.o^^^fi^"s^  in  divers  proportions,  and  in  different  ways,  ac- 

*•  cording  to  the  exigencies  of  things,  for  the  edification  and 

enlargement  of  the  Church ;  fo  efpecially  at  Pentccoft  it 

was   in   a   moft  folenm  manner  and  abundant    meafure 

poured  forth  upon  the  whole  Church  and  each  member 

A6b  i.  15.   of  it  5  For  then,  faith  St.  Luke,  the  difciples  {to  the  mm' 

her  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  perfons)  being  gathered  to- 

KBiW.i'^gcther — with  ane  accord,  in  one  place; — juddenly  there 

came  a  found  from  heaven  as  of  a  nfhing  mighty  wind, 

(which  was  a  moft  proper  emblem  of  the  Holy  Spirit's 

nature  and  powerful  efficacy,)  and  it  filled  all  the  houje 

wluire  they  were  fitting,  (which  then  typified  the  Catholic 

Church,  through  which  the  Holy  Spirit  was  to  be  dif- 

fufed,  to  anijnate  and  a£iuate  it  3)  and  there  appeared  unto 
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them  cloven  tongues  Hie  as  of^re,  (deiioUng  the  various  SEJtlif. 
gifts  and  graces  imparted  for  expreflion  of  God's  pr^fe     ^^' 
and  propagation  of  his  truth,  which  were  to  be  enlivened  ttf-^/Htm 
by  fervent  charity,  zeal,  and  devotion,)  avd  it  fat  npon^'^.'^Vf^' 
each  of  them;  implying  that  every  faithful  Chriftian  con-f<(».  Jbc   , 
ftanily  Oiould  partake  of  this  heavenly  benctit,  according  "'  **' 
to  his  need;  and  they  were  all  JilUd  with  the  Holy  Ghofi, 
and  began  to  Jpeak  with  other  tovgues,  as  the  Spirit  gave 
tkem  utterance :  that  is,  they  were  perfeilly  infpired,  fo 
that  each  was  endowed  with  the  gift  of  fpeaking  a  lan- 
guage before  unknown  to  him;  which  was  a  miracle 
very  great,  and  moft  pertinent ;  to  leam  a  flrange  totigue 
requiring  much  lime  and  great  pains ;  the  fpeaking  fuch 
tongues  being  then  very  ferviceable  to  the  promulgation 
of  the  Gofpel :  all  which  event  was  very  public  and  no- 
torious;  for  that  at  that  feftival-time  there  were,   faith 
the  divine  hillorian,  dwelling  at  Jervfalem,  Jews,  devout 
'men,' out  of  every  nation  under  heaven.    Now  when  this 
was  noifed  about,  the  multitude  came  together,  and  were 
confounded,  becaufe  that  every  man  heard  tkemjpeak  in  his 
own  language — the  wonderful  things  of  God. 

This  was  therefore  a  general  attetlation  to  our  Lord, 
pr^nant  and  clear  as  could  be,  both  for  convifiion  of  un- 
believers and  confirmation  of  the  faithFiil ;  the  which  ef- 
tt&a  it  had;  fo  that  in  virtue  thereof,  St.  Peter  having  ex- 
pbuned  the  detign  of  it,  three  thoiifand  fouls  were  addedt^^  '>■<>> 
fe  the  Church ;  and  all  did  continue  fledfaflly  in  the  Apo- 
ftle^  doSrine  andfellowjiip. 

Befides  alfo  it  was  an  illullnous  pledge  of  that  inelU- 
mable  g^ft,  to  be  perpetually  communicated  to  the  Church 
for  its  edification,  and  to  each  Chriflian  for  his  direfiton 
and  afiilhtnce  in  religious  practice,  according  to  the  evan- 
gelical covenant ;  the  which  is  a  Handing  witnefs,  atteft- 
ing  to  our  Lord,  in  the  heart  and  confcience  of  every 
good  man,  according  to  that  of  St.  Peter;  And  we  arei1.eat.a2. 
his  witneffes  of  ihefe  things ;  and  fo  is  the  Holy  Ghofi, 
whom  God  hath  given  to  them  thai  obey  him .-  he  indeed 
keefmig  his  refidence  and  exerting  his  power  in  all  pious 
ftnih;  fliimnK  into  iheir  minds  with  the  true  heaventy^iili.  i.  la. 
„h3  '"^'■'-i 
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SERM.  light f  (that  pwreandperfeB  wifdom^  which  isfrom  ahumi) 
XX.     kindling    charity^  devotion^  comfort,  and  joy  in  their 
hearts;  fupporting  them  in  trials  and  temptations;  raifii^ 
their  affedions  and  defires  above  this  prefent  tranfitorj 
world;  difpofing  them  to  relifh  fpiritual  things,  and  to  en- 
tertain themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  future  bleflednefii 
1  Cor.  xii.a.  doth  aflure  them,  that  Jefus  is  the  Lord;  doth  feal  to  them 
Rom.  Tiii.  the  truth  of  his  do£trine,  the  reality  of  his  proipifes,  the 
fiiy.  iv.  6.  efficacy  of  his  grace,  the  wonderful  greatnefs  of  his  love 
f  ^  ▼  I*'  *"^  goodnefs  toward  them ;  fo  that  hence  that  is  abun- 
Eph.  i.  19.  dantly  verified  which  jSt.  John  tdleth  us,  He  thai  i^ 
W^n  T.    ^^^^h  on  the  Son  of  God  hath  the  wiinefs  in  him/elf: 
10.  There  are  divers  other  confiderable  atteftations  to  our 

Lord;  fuch  as  the  divine  fublimity  of  his  doArine,  dilbo- 
vering  itfelf  to  enlightened  minds  to  (bine  from  heaven; 
the  te(timony  of  God's  Spirit  to  the  hearts  and  confcienoei 
RoiD.  viu.  of  good  and  iaithful  people,  afluring  them  th^t  Jefits  U 
Gal.  iv.  6.  ^he  Lord,  and  fealing  to  them  the  truth  of  his  doctrine; 
3  Cor.  i.  aa.  (\^q  operation  of  God's  grace  in  produftion  of  moral  \ir- 
Eph.  i.  13.  tues,  or  the  purgation  of  heart  and  amendment  of  life 

1  Cor^xii  3  fl^^*"g  fr^™  ^^^1^  '"  hi°^j  ^^^  efficacy  of  prayers  in  his 
1  John  V.  name  offered  to  God ;  all  the  joys,  and  comforts,  and 
•<?*«-iniX*»  happy  fruits  fpringing  from  Chriftian  devotion ;  the  good 
titrifyiif    effcAs  the  Gofpel  hath  had  in  reformation  of  the  world 

^PS#  tfftltf   ■'^flH  .A 

r«»  ^Mfn^;.  inducing  many  great  benefits,  and  preventing  mifchien 

M9  ly  Mvrt*  therein :  but  thefe  and  the  like,  being  not  fo  public,  fo 

diftinAly  obfervable,  fo  eafily  drawn  into  argument,  apt  to 

convince  the  incredulous,  I  (hall  pafs  over;  adding  but  one 

more  of  a  more  general  and  confpicuous  nature. 

9.  LaiUy,  God  hath  attefted  unto  our  Lord  by  the  won- 
derful fuccefs  which  hath  attended  his  Gofpel  in  its  con- 
veyance and  propagation :  its,  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  fo  ge- 
nerally prevailing  in  the  hearts  of  men,  triumphing  over 
the  mightiefl  oppoiitions,  fubduing  the  world  to  the  faith 
and  obedience  of  itfelf,  accomplifhed  by  means  to  ap- 
pearance fo  infufficient,  and  by  ways  fo  improbable,  may 
feem  to  reafon  no  lefs  a  miracle  of  Providence  againft  the 
courfe  of  human  affairs,  than  the  reft  performed  by  him, 
or  for  him,  were  miracles  to  fenfe,  above  the  power  of 
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nftttiral  caofes^  both  arguing  the  prefence  and  affiftance  of  SERM. 
omnipotency :  the  work  was  a  viSlory  over  the  world  and  ^X. 
over  hell,  achieved  by  the  faith  of  Jefus;  and  that  a  very 
ftnmge  one,  whether  we  confider  the  combatants  who 
fought  for  him,  or  the  adverfaries  againft  whom,  or  the 
weapons  by  which,  or  the  manner  how  they  drove,  or  the 
very  caufe  itfelf,  which  they  maintained  for  him. 

They  were  not  many  wife,  not  many  mighty ,  not  many  ^  Cor.  u  s6. 
noble,  but  a  very  few,  mean  and  poor,  unlearned  and  fim-'xyyi^^a.^ 
pie  men,  whonrno  outward  circumdances  commended  to^* 
human  regard,  no  worldly  advantage  furthered  in  purfu-  Aai  iv.  la. 
ance  of  their  defign,  who  had  nothing  vifiblc  to  rely  on, 
to  hearten,  to  fupport  them  in  their  endeavours :  a  few 
fifbermen,  publicans,  tent-makers,  and  other  perfons  of 
like  quality,  education,  improvement,  and  capacity,  were 
the  inftruments  of  this  great  work ;  thofe  brave  foldiers 
of  Chrift,  who  boldly  fet  themfelves  in  array  againft  all 
his  adverfaries:  and  what  adverfaries  were  they?  who, 
but  all  the  majefty  and  authority,  all  the  force  and  vio- 
lence, aU  the  policy  and  craft,  all  the  wit,  learning,  wif- 
dom,  and  eloquence,  all  the  pailion  and  rage  of  men,  all 
the  power,  cunning,  and  malice  of  the  curfed  ipirits ;  in 
Ihort,  all  the  forces  and  endeavours  of  earth  and  hell 
combined  againft  them  «.  They  were  to  check  and  con- 
trol the  ambitions,  interefts,  pleafures  of  mighty  em- 
perors and  potentates;  whofc  aflumed  divine  honours 
diey  decried  as  vain  and  wicked ;  whofe  commands  they 
reprehended  as  unjuft  and  impious ;  to  whofe  power  and 
pAeafure  they  prefcribed  reftraints,  declaring  them  obliged 
to  contain  their  pradice  within  bounds  of  piety,  equity, 
and  temperance:  they  were  to  fupprefs  the  credit  and 
the  gain  of  all  priefts  or  minifters  of  religion  in  the  world, 
whofe  doctrines  they  condemned  as  vain  and  filly,  whofe 

•  Clemens  Alezandrinus  well  fajrt,  that  no  philofophy  wonld  hare  en- 
dured fuch  a  teft»  or  endured  fuch  a  (hock  of  perfecution. 

Xfi^f  ^*  ^  ftfuri^Mff  &c.    Sfrom,  vi.  (p.  502.) 

M»rra;i  far  rm  tiumt^rfn     Orig^  cMf,  Mf,  vii.  (p.  949-) 
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&£RM.  praAices  they  reproved  as  vile  and  dftmnahTc :  thqr  ^*W 
^^'  to  confute  all  the  fi^btilty  of  philofophen^  all  tlie  do- 
quence  of  orators^  all  depths  of  learning,  and  imprgvo* 
ments  of  reafon  or  wit ;  impugning  the  opiniona  fiuiMna 
and  current  among  men  as  &Ife,  or  (lighting  them  as  fiir 
volous :  they  were  to  overbear  and  mafier  the  prejudioei 
of  all  people^  fortified  by  natural  inclination  and  tempOi 
by  countenance  of  long  tradition  and  cuftom ;  by  educir 
.tioiij  by  public  lawsj  and  all  fo  miglity  enforcement! : 
*  they  were  to  charge  with  reproach  all  ages  paft,  and  fhfi 
anceftors  of  ail  people  in  the  world,  (thoie  of  one  fnuD 
people  only  in  part  excepted^)  of  very  grois  ignorance  and 
error^  of  fottifli  folly,  of  heinous  wickednefs  and  impiety: 
they  were  to  fullain  all  the  (landers,  reproaches,  and  psr- 
fecutions  which  the  refolute  oppofing  fp  many  interefli^ 
humours,  and  opinions  inevitably  would  produce:  thcj 
were  be(ide  vigoroudy  jto  aflault  Satan  and  all  his  com' 
plices ;  to  beat  down  his  worfliip,  and  oviertum  his  domi- 
nation;  to  baiBe  all  his  craft  and  might,  to  (lop  his 
mouth,  to  bind  his  hands,  to  tread  upon  his  neck. 

All  thefe  great  exploits  they  were  to  achieve  in  a  moft 
quiet  and  peaceable  manner,  in  a  way  moft  plain  and 
Ample,  without  any  terror  or  tumult,  any  (leight  or  arti- 
fice, any  plaufibility  of  language,  or  fubtilty  of  reafoning; 
without  applying  either  any  rude  violence  or  (ly  allure- 
ment :  they  were  indeed  litUe  more  than  barely  to  report 
a  ftory,  and  to  affirm  it  true  of  their  own  knowledge,  ad- 
joining in  connection  with  that  ftory  fome  plain  honeft 
rules  of  life  here  in  this  world,  and  denouncing  fome  con- 
fequences  on  the  belief  of  their  ftory  and  the  practice  of 
their  rules  in  ano,ther  world  hereafter.    Thefe  things  it 

1  Cor.  IT.  5.  was  their  bufinefs  to  tell  fimply,  and  to  aver  confidently, 

"iig] *^* ^' charging  men  at  their  utmoft  peril  to  believe  them; 
boldly  condemning  whatever  thing  and  what  perfon  fo- 
ever  (hould  oppofe  their  report  or  doArine:  they  were 
not  to  aflay  the  perfuading  this  or  difluading  from  the 

1  Cor.  it.  4.  contrary  by  fine  firains  of  fpeech,  or  with  acute  eniky' 
memes  ;  but  to  propofe  it  witliout  care  or  circumfiance,  hi 
fuch  a  homely  drefs  and  naked  plainnefs  of  (peechj  that 
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ven  children  and  idiots  might  ealily  comprehend  the  8ERM. 
aain  of  their  fenfe  and  drift :  all  the  Urcngth,  the  oma-  ^^- 
Bcnti  the  charm  of  their  difcourfe  coniifled  in  the  clear 
ncerity  ihiiuDg  through  it ;  joined  with  a  conllant  adbe- 
ence  to  their  doctrine,  an  eameft  diligence  in  promoting 
t,  an  admirable  patience  in  joyfully  futTcring  all  contume- 
Les  and  adveriities  incident  to  thein  for  its  fake ;  ac- 
mnpanied  alTo  with  a  blamelefs  innocence  and  integrity 
>f  lifcj  a  fweet  calninefs  of  mind  and  meekoefa  of  beha- 
riour,  together  with  a  kind  and  charitable  difpofition  to- 
ivsrd  all  men :  thele  were  all  the  human  or  natural  wea-  9  Cor,  x.  a. 
pomof  their  warfare;  with  which  alone,  God's  help  con- 
ctining,  they  did  (to  ufe  St.  Paul's  words)  pull  down 
firang  holds,  and  caji  down  imaginations,  and  every  high 
thing  that  exaltetk  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God; 
bringing  ialo  captivily  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of 
C&rifi:  in  this  ftrange  manner  did  they  m^ntain  their 
caufe: 

A  caufe  indeed,  which  of  itfelf  cUd  not  feem  likely  to 
{vofper  in  the  world,  having  in  itfelf  fo  little  of  plaufibi- 
Uty,  and  afibrdinir  to  the  embracers  thereof  fo  very  fmallVdeChryf. 

'  1   ■    1  -     ■         .  ■        r    .1  .  toIO.TI,  Ol. 

encouragement :  which  enjoined  to  its  loUowers  the  wor-  ei.  p.  «as. 
fliip  and  imitation  of  a  Perfon  lying  under  extreme  difad- 
vantages  in  the  eye  of  man ;  who  had  lived  in  a  very 
mean  condition,  and  had  fuSered  a  moll  ignominious 
death ;  whom  therefore  to  be  obliged  to  adore  and  obey 
could  not  but  to  the  ordinary  fenfe  of  men  appear  very 
offenfive :  which  again  recommended  a  doftrine  little 
gratefid,  or  rather  very  crofs,  to  the  natural  propenfions, 
to  the  current  principles,  to  the  fecular  advantages  of 
men ;  which  indulged  men  in  nothing  that  they  were  apt 
to  like,  but  greatly  curbed  and  checked  them  in  the  ufe 
of  tbur  liberties,  gratification  of  their  fancies,  and  enjoy- 
ment of  their  pleafures ;  which  much  difparaged  all  the 
pleafing  goods,  and  all  the  flattering  glories  of  the  world ; 
charging  men  never  much  to  aSeSt  or  feek  them,  fome- 
liines  utterly  to  quit  and  renounce  them ;  freely  dioofing 
in  their  ftead  to  undertake  a  crofs  with  all  its  pains  and 
i£lgrace>,  which  propounded  it  as  an  ellentud  ingredient 


474  ^^^  Jffi^  ^  ^^  ^*^>^  M^ffSai. 

SERM.  of  itfelf^  or  a  condidon  neceflary  for  all  that  flicyuld  avoir 
X^*     it^  to  circumcife  the  hearty  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  boi)f 
RonuTiii.  to  c^^^^cify  thefUfh  with  its  affe&ions  and  lufis;  to  aduif 
^  right  hands  J  and  puU  out  right  eyes;  to  part  with  all  their 

'  fortunes^  to  hate  their  relations^  to  faciifice  their  livesiif 
they  were  thereto  called^  for  its  fake;  which  reudeid 
men^  as  it  were^  dead  to  all  prefent  firuitionsy  and  udcoih 
cemed  in  all  hopes  here ;  enga^g  them  entirely  to  place 
their  contents  and  happinefs  in  a  reverfion  of  things  inn- 
fible  and  future :  they,  in  fine,  did  hold  forth  a  do£bin6  to 
the  fenfe  of  flefli  and  blood  fiill  of  moft  rigid  laws,  tenxt 
rules,  harfh  conditions,  and  hardfayings,  apt  to  choke  the 
faith  of  men,  and  to  obftruft  its  entertainment  vnib  theoL 
^Now  that  a  handfiil  of  fuch  perfons,  againft  fuch  obfit* 
cles,  in  ways  fo  prepofterous,  and  different  from  the 
courfe  of  human  proceedings,  were  able  to  render  lb  no* 
likely  a  caufe  fo  abfolutdy  vidorious ;  fo  that  fuddenfy 
all  the  might,  wit,  and  eloquence  of  men  did  ftoop  unto  it, 
and  ferve  under  it;  that  the  majefty  of  the  greateft  princes 
gladly  veiled  thereto,  that  the  prudence  of  (latefmen  cor- 
dially did  approve  it,  that  all  the  learning  of  the  world 
yielded  itfelf  up  captive  and  tributary  thereto,  that  all 
fuperftition  vanifhed  before  it,  and  all  the  force  of  hell 
funk  under  it ;  is  it  not  a  huge  argumetit,  that  God  him- 
felf  did  in  favour  thereof  interpofe  his  omnipotent  armj 
9  Chron.  that  to  the  Lord  of  hods  {unto  whom^  as  King  Afa  (aid, 
1 'sam.'xiT.  **'  *^  nothing  to  help,  whether  with  many,  or  with  them  that 
J-  have  no  power ;  to  whom  it  is  indifferent  tofave  by  manj 

'or  by  few)  this  glorious  viftory  is  to  be  afcribed,  who 
thereby  pleafed  to  accomplifh  his  ancient  promifes,  to 
maintain  his  holy  truth,  to  further  the  falvation  of  his 
creatures,  to  promote  his  own  glory,  and  efpecially  to 
magnify  the  name  of  his  only  beloved  Son  Jefus,  our  ever 

f  T«  ftiftM  Itutftf  ri  •i««)«^9rw  ft*  rnv  ixxAnrmv,  tSt*  vaitrm  t4fyturmr$,  farm 
torn.  vi.  Oraf.  61.  p.  636. 

ilirifrgf,  ntu  rtXlr«vT«iy  &c«  Hid,  p.  637* 
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•lefled  Lord?   to  whom  for  ever  arid  ever  be  all  praife.  SERM. 
Imen.  XX. 

Having  thus  largely  eodeavoured  to  (hew  that  Jefus  our  """*""" 
>>rd  is  the  Mellias,  aud  confequently  fuppofing  the  tnith 
>f  the  Chriftian  doctrine;  let  us  now  briefly  recapitulate 
nd  explaiu  in  what  manner  and  in  what  refpe£ts  the 
4ew  TeAament  reprefents  him  as  CkTtft  ;  how,  according 
o  that,  Jefui  was  lignally  chofen  and  confecrated  by  God, 
a  a  mamier  fupereminent,  to  all  the  offices  denoted  by 
he  title  Chrifl,  (the  office  prophetical,  regal,  and  Jacer- 
lolal,)  and  how  he  eflfefliially  doth  execute  them. 

Him,  fiiith  St.  Peter  in  general,  God  anointed  with  the  as*  ».  s*- 
Holy  Spirit  and  power :   God  anointed  him,  not  with  an 
external  afiufion  of  material  oil,  (as  neither  were  the  Patri- 
BTchs,  nor  King  Cyrus,  who  arc  yet  called  Ihe  ChriJU  «/" 
God;)  that  was  only  a  rituxil  and  fymbolical  bulinefs ;  but 
with  a  real  infuflon  of  divine  grace  and  power,  qualifying 
and  enabling  him  perfedly  to  execute  all  thofe  great  and 
extraordinary  f unions.     With  this  gladfome  oil  he  wasK'IV'T- 
thoroughly  anointed  and  replenifhed  above  meafure ;  with j  "j,„  "\\^4. 
liashe  waajatiiiifiedjrom  the  womb;  when  the  power  g/'i-ukeii.sj. 
Jie  Highe/l  did  overjhadow  him  at  his  conception :    with 
this  at  his  baptifm  he  was  foleumly  and  viUbly  inaugu- 
mted;  when  the  heavens  were  opened  unto  him,  and  fAeMau.tii.ifi. 
^iril  of  God  defceaded  upon  him  as  a  dove,  and  came  upon 
fuai:  with  this  in  all  the  courfe  of  his  life  and  minilby  he 
.WM  continually  accompanied ;   the  virtue  of  it  being  dif- 
Mrcred  and  diffuled  in  moft  fenfible  eflefts  of  wife  and 
pacious  difcourfe,  holy  and  blamelefs  converfation,  won- 
derful and  glorious  performances,  for  the  honour  of  God 
and  the  benefit  of  mankind,  to  the  delight  and  confotation 
of  all  well-difpo&d  minds:    God  anointed  Jefus  of  iVii-Aaix.3i. 
Moreth,  faith  St.  Peter  in  the  ASta,  wilh  ihe  Holy  Glio/i; 
who  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  thai  were  op- 
pr^ed  of  the  Devil ;  for  God  was  wilh  him.    He  was  by 
tboM  f^ritual  undion  cotiltituted  in  right  and  in  effeSt  a 
Prophet,  a  Khg,  a  Pri^.  John  vi. 

.1.  Fitft,  a  Prophet  1  for  they  were  not  miftaken,  who, 
j^pon  htk  nu6ng  the  mdow's  chikl,  were  amazed,  andVaktiMi^ 
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SERM.  glorified  God^  faying.  That  a  great  Prophet  was  rai/id'tf 
XX.     among  them,  and  that  God  had  vifited "%»  people.    Hkt 
they  (in  St.  John's  Gofpel)  who,  refle£tiiig  upon  another 
great  miracle,  (feeding  multitudes  with  five  loaves  and 
John  vi.  14.  two  little  pickled  fiihes),  brake  into  this  confeffion;  Tib 
is  in  truth  that  Prophet  who  was  to  come  into  the  world. 
And  the  difciples  well  Sefcribed  him,  who  (lyled  IiiiBy 
Luke  xxiv.  J  Prophet  mighty  in  word  and  deed,  before  God  and  rfl 
vjivfi£p»m'ihe  people.     He  was  fo,  as  having  an  extraordinary  com* 
s^ynrhf,  i  miffion  from  God,  declared  by  vocal  atteftation  of  God 
Matt  zxiii.  himfelf  from  heaven^  by  exprefs  teftimony  of  St.  John  tk 
*'  Baptift,  {the  perfon  of  moji  remarkable fanSity  and  greet^ 

authority  in  his  time,)  by  the  performance  of  innumerebk 
and  incomparable  figns  and  works  miraculous;    {orgm^ 
ments  in  the  higheft  degree  and  to  the  utmoft  poffibtStf 
fufficient  to  ajfert  and  confirm  it.)     He  was  alfo  in  greateft 
perfedion  qualified  for  the  exercife  of  that  fun&ion,  by 
1  Pet. M.Q2.infpi ration  complete  and  unlimited;  by  difpofition  of  iMid 
1  John  ih!  altogether  pure  and  holy ;   (exprefled  in  a  continual  prac- 
*•  tice  of  life  void  of  all  fin  and  guile ;    by  an  infuperable 

courage  and  conftancy,  a  tranlcendent  wildom  and  difcrc* 
tion,  an  incomparable  meeknefs  and  patience,  a  moft  win- 
ning fweetncfs  and  goodnefs,  a  moft  powerful  awfiilnefe 
and  majefty,  fhining  in  all  his  difcourfe  and  demeanour.) 
Suitable  alfo  to  the  authority  of  his  commiffion  and  the 
qualifications  of  his  perfon,  were  the  weight  and  the  ex- 
tent of  the  doftrine  he  in  God's  name  revealed ;  it  con- 
cerning no  lefs  than  the  falvation  of  mankind,  and  recon- 
ciliation of  the  world  to  God ;  the  entire  will  of  God,  and 
whole  duty  of  man ;  with  all  the  laws  and  precepts,  the 
covenants  and  conditions,  the  promifings  and  thrcatcningSj 
relating  to  our  future  ftate.  He  did  not  (as  other  pro- 
phets have  done)  prophefy  about  the  conftitution  of  one 
particular  law,  religion,  or  covenant;  about  the  reproof  or 
reformation  of  one  ftate,  the  judgment  or  fate  determined 
to  one  nation ;  but  his  defign  reached  to  the  inftruAion  and 
converfion  of  all  people,  in  all  places,  through  all  times,  to 
.the  fettling  of  a  law  and  covenant  abfohitely  univerfal  and 
perpetual:  myfteries  he  brought  forth  never  before  reveal- 
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p  and  decrees  never  to  be  reverfed ;  to  the  final  doom  of  SERM. 
.  the  world  did  his  prophetical  denunciations  extend.  So     XX, 
he  a  Prophet,    Such  he  was  in  his  temporal  appear- 
ice  and  adminiftrations  upon  earth;   and  fuch  he  con- 
dues  for  ever  in  heaven ;  fronr  thence  upon  all  occafions 
f  his  Holy  Spirit  imparting  to  his  faithful  people  all 
Dodful  inftru£tion  in  truth,  dire£lion  in  practice,  admoni- 
DB  to  duty,  and  comfort  in  trouble.     He  is  alfo  fuch  by 
le  minidry  of  his  fervants,  whom  he  hath  appointed,  and 
^hom  he  affifts,  to  in(lru£t  and  guide  us. 
a.  He  is  alfo  a  King,  by  many  unqueftionable  titles,  of 
and  extenfive  authority,  exercifing  it  to  the  beft 
and  purpofes.     He  is  a  King  by  nature  and  birth ; 
t  ihe  only  Son  of  God,  partaker  of  his  eteiHal  power  and 
lajefty ;   for  therefore  to  him  it  was  faid.  Thy  throne,  0^^^:  >•  •• 
wod^  is  for  ever  and  ever  ;  thefceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a     ' 
ight  fceptre :   and  as  the  San  of  David ;  for  of  him  the 
jDgel  laid,  The  Lord  Godjhall  give  unto  him  the  throne  ofhukt  i.  sat 
')mid  his  Father,  and  he  Jhall  reign  over  the  houfe  of 
Dmdfor  ever;  and  of  his  kingdom  there  Jhall  be  no  end. 
le  is  alfo  a  King  by  divine  defignation  and  appointment. 
^QTf  Lei  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  faith  St.  Peter,  kmwkBsiuz^ 
tffkredly,  that  God  hath  made  him  Lord  and  Chrifl ;  and. 
The  Father  hath  given  him.  authority  to  execute  judgment,  jobn  v.  99>, 
Seeaufe  he  is  the  Son  of  man  (or  as  fuch.)     He  is  alfo  King^- 
yf  merit  and  purchafe ;  for,  he  for  the  f offering  of  death  \\,  9'  ' 
vas.  crowned  with  glory  and  honour ;   he  was  obedient  to  ^^^m]^ 
leaih,  even  the- death  of  the  crofs;  therefore  Godfuper-ex^^xH*'*'^ 
died  kim,  and  be/iowed  on  him  a  name  above  every  name. 
Ve  this  end  he  both  died  and  roje  again^  that  he  might  Viom»j\y.9. 
!brd  it  over  both  the  dead  and  living.     He  is  King  alfo  by  ^'^**f*^  * 
mmpu/i;  having  delivered  us  out  of  the  power  of  dark- Co\.  i.  13. 
1^^  and  freed  us  from  the  vaflalage  of  fin ;  having Jpoiled^^J^^'-^  ^^ 
Hituipalities  and  powers,  made  ajhow  of  them  openly,  and  74. 
viuniphed  over  them;  having  delivered  us  from  our  eTie-Rom.Ti.a'a. 
nieSf  and  from  the  hand  of  all  that  hate  us  ;  that  we  being  ^^^^  ^"'• 
leUveredJrom  our  enemies,  might  ferve  him  without  fear, 
m  kolmefs  and  righteoufnefs  before  him  all  the  days  of  our 
^.    He  ia  alfo  a  King  by  our  elediondLtA  free  choice,  Matt.  xi. 

29. 
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SERM.  "^^^  having  voluntarily  put  ouifelves  under  hia  prot€6tiDiif 
XX.     and  fubmitted  to  his  command^  and  taken  upon  oarfehei 
his  yoke,  and  vowed  everlafting  fealty  to  him  in  our  hap- 
tlfm.    Such  a  right  he  hath  of  governing. 

As  for  the  extent  of  his  kingdom^  it  is  in  all  refpe6b 

boundlefs,  both  for  place  and  time;   it  is  univerlal  and 

perpetual.    He  is  the  eternal  King  of  all  the  world :  God 

Pha.  ii.  8.  hath  /o  exalted  him  and  given  him  a  name  above  JH 

names 9  that  to  the  name  of  Jejus  every  kneejkould  heeif 

whether  of  things  in  heaven,  or  things  upon  earth,  w 

RcT.T.  18.  things  under  the  earth.    To  him  thaijitteth  an  the  threiie, 

ii^xTU.  U.  ^^^  '^  '^  Lamb,  by  every  creature  in  heaven^  and  in  tk 

earth,  and  under  the  earth,  are  jointly  to  be  afcribed  Ae 

bleffing,  and  the  honour,  and  the  glory,  and  the  power,  fi^ 

Eph.  |.  fti.  ever  and  for  ever.  He  is  conftituted  (mip&m  ir^(  ^fXf* 

iTlm.Ti.  ^bove  all  rule,  and  authority,  and  domination,  and  evenf 

^'  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  in  tkei 

18.  xi.  97. '  which  is  to  come :  it  is  his  juft  title  and  proper  badge.  Tie 

John  ill.  iib.  Kinfi  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords :  to  whom  all  nations 

xm.  a.  XVII.         o    ^  o  »  ./  '        ^ 

s.  are  vaflals,  yea  all  creatures  are  fubje6k  and  tributary. 

A?b  xx.^28.  ^^^  ^^  *"  efpecial  manner  is  King  over  his  Church ;  that 

peculiar  people,  whom  he  hath  eipecially  purchafed  to 

himfelf  by  his  merits  and  blood ;  whom  he  hath  fubdued 

to  his  obedience  by  the  fword  of  his  word,  and  by  the 

prevailing  virtue   of  his  Spirit;    that  myftical  Zion,  in 

Pf.  cxxxii.  which  it  is  faid  that  God  will  place  his  reign  and  refidence 

RcT. Hi. i«h/^^  ever;    that  heavenly  city,  whereof  all  the  faints  arc 

"»•*•..    fellow-citizens,  and  he  the  fovereign  Head  and  Governor; 

32.  '     '     God  hath,  faith  St.  Paul,  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and 

Boh  »  19  ^^'^  given  him  head  above  all  things  to  tlie  Church,  In 

i.  9s.         refpe£t  to  which  both  the  evangelical  difpenfation  here, 

and  the  future  (late  of  blifs  hereafter,  are  called  the  king^ 

dam  of  heaven.     Over  this  he  reigns,  enjoying  all  royal 

prerogatives,  exerciiing  all  royal  adminiftrations,  and  dif- 

penfing  mod  royal  munificences.     He  hath  in  this  his 

kingdom  ellablifhed  mod  righteous  and  wholefome  laws ; 

the  which  his  fubjcfts  are  by  him  obliged  and  enabled  to 

obey.     He  conftantly  defendeth  and  proteAeth  his  fub- 

jcfis  from  all  invafions  and  aflaults  of  their  enemies,  (in- 
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teffine  enemies^  their  own  lu(ls;    external  enemies^  the  SERM. 
Devil  and  the  world.)  He  provides  for  all  their  needs  and     ^^' 
wants ;  be  fupports  them  in  all  their  diftrefles  and  troubles. 
He  exercifes  judgment  over  them ;  didributing  fit  rewards 
and  puniibments  with  exquifitejuftice  and  equity;   (mod 
liberal  rewards  to  the  loyal  and  obedient;    mod  fevere 
punifbments  upon  obdinate  offenders  and  rebels.)     HeCoLiLi^. 
kfily  redrains  and  fupprefles,  defeats  and  dedroys,  all  the 
adverfaries  to  his  royal  dignity,  and  to  the  welfare  of  bis 
good  fubjeAs,  both  vifible  and  invifible,  temporal  and  fpi- 
ritual.     Out  of  his  mouth  (as  it  is  in  the  Apocalypfe)  there  Rev.  six. 
goeth   a  Jharp  /word,  that  with  it  he  Jhould  fmite  the  p^j,  ^  ^, 
nations;  and  hejhall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron.     ThefeMntu 
mine  enemies,  (he  diall  one  day  fay,)  which  would  not  that  /^uke 
Jhetuld  reign  over  them,  bring  them  hither,  and  Jlay  them  ^7* 
before  me.     He  mu/l  reign,  fdth  St.  Paul,  till  he  hath  put  1  Cor.  zt. 
all  enemies  under  his  feet.    Thus  is  he  a  King,  endued  ^^' 
with  fovereign  right  and  power,  crowned  with  glorious 
majedy,  enjoying  all  preeminences,   and  exerciiing  all 
afts  fuitable  to  regal  dignity. 

3.    He  is  likewife  a  Prieft,  and  that  much  above  anHeb.Tiii.e. 
ordinary  one ;  iut^gooripets  rinvx^  Xenoupyiag,  He  hath  ob-  ^g^uSULu 
tamed  a  more  excellent  funQion  (as  the  Apodle  to  the  «#  4^. 
Hebrews  fpeaketh)  than  ever  any  other  pried  had.  Every  ^j^.  *^"* 
l^h  prieft,  faith   the  Apodle  to  the  Hebrews,   is  ap- 
pointed to  offer  gifts  andfacrifices.    He  did,  as  fuch,  once 
ofier  up  an  oblation,  in  worth  and  excellency  far  furpading 
all  the  lacrifices  and  oblations  that  ever  were  made;  (alli  Pet.i-is> 
the  fatted  hecatombs  that  ever  were  facridced,  all  the 
gold  and  precious  dones  that  ever  were  dedicated,  all  the 
fpices  and  perfumes  that  ever  were  kindled  into  incenfe, 
upon  altar,  were  but  vile  and  fordid,  were  inefie£tual  and 
unacc^table,  in  comparifon  thereto;)  a  willing  oblation  he 
made  upon  the  altar  of  his  crofs  of  himfelf,  (his  modHel>.vK.M> 
innocent,  mod  pure,  mod  fpotlefs  and  unblemidied  felf5)fj[.'ii)^**' 
of  his  mod  glorious  body,  (the  temple  of  the  Divinity,)  of  Eph.  ▼.  9. 
his  mod  precious  blood,  of  his  dear  life,ybr  the  life  of  the^\,  51.  * 
u^orU  and  redemption  of  mankind;  for  iht  propitiation  of  ^^^^^^^'^ 
our  ^s  and  the  fns  of  the  whole  world;    an  oblation 
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SERM.  which  alone  could  appeafe  God's  wrath^  and  fatisiy  Mi 

XX.     juftice,  and  merit  his  favour  toward  us. 
1  Johnii.  1.      He  doth  alfo  (which  is  another  facerdotal  performance) 
\'^^^'\^'^' intercede  for  us;    he  intercedes  as  an  advocate  for  the 

John  XIV.  "I  «  /*  .  «  ■  1 

13.  XV.  16.  pardon  of  our  fins ;   (7/  any  man  Jin ,  we  have  an  advocalt 

Eph.'^v.' 50.  **'''*  (or  to)  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrjfi  the  righteous.)    He 

Hcb.  V.  7.  intercedes  for  the  acceptance  of  our  fervices,  (whence  we. 

are  enjoined  to  do  all  things,  to  pray,  to  give  thanks  in  his 

name;)  for  the  granting  our  requefts;  for  grace  and  aff^ 

Eph.i.3»6. a72ce;   for  comfort  and  reward;   for  vWfpiritual  hlejfings 

and  advantages  to  be  conferred  upon  us;  he  thus  purfuing 

the  work  of  falvation  by  his  propitiatory  facrifiee  begun 

for  us;    whence,  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  faith, 

Heb.Tii.a5.  he  is  able  tofave  to  the  uttermojl  thofe  that  by  him  cone 

to  God,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercejfion  for  us. 
I  Chron.         He  doth  alfo  perform  the  prieftly  fiin6tion  of  ble^g* 
Lev.  ix.  32,  Blefling  the  people  in  God's  name,  and  blelling  God  in 
^'        .    the  people's  behalf;    as  did  that  illuftrious  type  of  hii, 
23.  Mclchizcdek;  {Blejfed,  faid  he,  he  Abraham  of  the  mojl 

^g^ao!^     /"*^A  God,  poffeffor  of  heaven  and  earth ;    and  blejfed  be 
the  viojl  high    God,  which   hath  delivered  thine  enemies 
into  thy  hand,)     So  hath  Jefus  effeftually  pronounced  all 
joy  and  happinefs  to  his  faithful  people ;   he  pronounced 
Matt.  V.  1,  blefTednefs  to  them  in  his  fermons ;  he  bleffed  his  difciples 
Luitc  xxiv.  ^^  ^^^  parting ;  Lifting  up  his  hands,  he  bleffed  them,  faith 
io.  St.  Luke ;  God  in  him,  faith  St.  Paul,  hath  blejfed  us  with 

all  Jpiritual  blejjings  in  lieavenly  places,  (or  in  heavenly 
Aas  iii.  26.  things  ;)  and,  God,  fjuth  St.  Peter,  having  raifed  up  hisfon 
Jefus,  Jent  him  to  blcjs  us  in  turning  every  one  oftisfrom 
his  iniquity :  and  at  the  laft  day  he  will  utter  that  corn- 
Matt.  XXV.  fortable  bencdi6lion;  Cojne,  ye  blejfed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
^'*-  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation_of  the 

world.     So  is  Jefus  a  true  and  perfeft  Prie/i.  And, 

So,  finally,  in  all  refpefts,  is  Jefus  God's  anointed,  and  the 
Chrijl  of  God;  as  the  great  Prophet  and  Doftor;  as  the 
Sovereign  King  and  Prince ;  as  the  High  Priefl  and  Advo- 
cate of  his  Church.  And  indeed  that  he  is  fo  is  the 
fundamental  point  of  our  religion ;  which  the  Apoftles 
did  peculiarly  teftify,  preach,  and  perfuade;   the  fincerc 
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belief  of  which  doth  con(Htute  and  denominate  us  Chrif'  SERM. 
iians,  XX. 

IV.  The  confideration  whereof  ought  to  beget  in  us  a 
praAice  anfwerable  to  the  relations  between  him  and  us^ 
grounded  thereupon. 

If  Jefus  be  fuch  a  Prophet^  we  muft,  with  careful  atten-  Hcb.  u.  1, 
tion,  and  a  docile  mind,  hearken  to  his  admonitions  and  ^^;  >    % . 
inftniaions ;  we  mud  yield  a  (leady  belief  to  all  his  doc-  «/»«« «-; ^rU 
trine,  and  we  muft  adhere  conftantly  thereto,  and  we  muft  ^IJs^^,^ 
readily  obey  and  pra^fe  what  he  teaches.  f^^*^  ■^•* 

If  he  be  a  King^  we  muft  maintain  our  due  allegiance  toj^c.      '' 
him,  pay  him  honour  and  reverence,  fubniit  to  his  laws 
and  commandments,  repofe  truft  and  confidence  in  him, 
fly  to  his  protection  and  affiftance  in  all  our  difficulties 
and  needs. 

If  he  be  a  Prie/i,  we  muft  with  fincere  faith  and  hope 
apply  ourfelves  unto  him  for,  and  rely  upon,  his  fpirituai 
miniftries  in  our  behalf;  fue  for  and  expert  propitiation 
of  our  fins  by  virtue  of  his  facrifice ;  the  collation  of  all 
^ritual  pfts  from  his  interceffion ;  all  comfort,  joy,  and 
Micity  in  confequence  of  his  efiedual  benedi&ion.  Having  Heb.  z.  qi, 
(fo  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  admoniftieth  us)  a  great  *^* 
Pri^  aver  the  houfe  of  God,  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true 
heart  in  full  qffkrance  of  faith. 

In  (hort,  if  Jefus  be  Chri/i,  let  us  be  Chrifttans ;  Chrif- 
tians^  not  only  in  name,  in  outward  profeffion,  in  fpecula- 
tion  and  opinion,  but  in  very  deed  and  reality,  in  our 
heart  and  afieftion,  in  all  our  converfation  and  pra£Uce. 
Lfl  every  one  that  nameth  t/ie  name  of  Chrift  (that  is,  a  Tim.  ii, 
who  confefleth  Jefus  to  be  Chrift,  and  himfelf  to  be  his  ^  ^' 
foDower)  depart  from  iniquity. 

Now  the  God  ofpeace^  that  brought  from  the  dead  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  great  Shepherd  ofthejheep,  through 
the  blood  of  the  everlqfting  covenant,  make  us  perfe6l  in 
every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  us  that  which  is 
well'-pleqfing  in  his  fight,  through  Jefus  Chrift;  to  whom 
le  ghryfor  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 
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John  i.  14. 

And  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten 

of  the  Father. 

SERM.  That  Jefus  Chrljl  our  Lord  is  the  ftowycv^j,  the  onlf 

^^^'    Son  of  God,  that  is,  the  Son  of  God  in  a  peculiar  and 

John  i.  18.  high  manner,  otherwife  far  than  any  creature  can  be  fo 

yjjj^jfjjjj^®^  termed,  St.  John  doth  here  (and  in  feveral  other  places) 

fuppofe,  or  aflert  plainly ;  and  it  is  a  great  point  of  the 

Chriftian  doftrine,  a  fpecial  objeft  of  our  faith.    To  (hew 

the  truth  of  which,  to  explain  how  it  is  to  be  underftood, 

and  to  apply  the  confideration  thereof  to  our  prance, 

fliall  be  the  fubjeA  and  fcope  of  our  prefent  difcourfe. 

I.  That  the  Meffiafi,  defigned  by  God  to  come  into  the 
world  for  the  reftoring  and  reconciling  mankind  unto 
God,  was  in  an  efpecial  manner  to  be  the  Son  of  God, 
even  the  ancient  prophets  did  foretel  and  prefignify ;  Thou 
art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee,  faith  God  of 
him  in  the  fecond  Pfalm.  And  of  him,  that  which  in  the 
firft  lefs  perfeft  fenfe  was  fpokcn  to  King  Solomon,  (who 
as  the  fon  and  heir  of  David,  as  the  builder  of  God's 
houfe,  as  a  prince  of  peace,  reigning  in  great  glory,  wealth, 
and  profperity;  as  endued  with  incomparable  wifdom, 
did  moft  fignally  reprefent  and  prefigure  him,)  was  chiefly 
intended  for  him,  and  did  more  exactly  agree  to  him ;  He 
Jhall  he  my  fon,  and  I  will  he  his  father  ;  and  I  will  ejia- 
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bli/h  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  over  Ifraelfor  ever:  and  SERM. 
again;  Hejhall  cry  unto  mcy  Thou  art  my  father  ^  my  God,    XXL 
QTid  the  rock  of  my  fat  vat  ion :  Alfo  I  will  make  him  my  pf.  Uuii, 
Jirfibornf  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth.     And  accord-  ?fi*?' 
ingly  it  was,  even  before  our  Saviour's  appearance,  a  per- 
fuafion  commonly  palling  among  the  Jews,  (both  learned 
ahd  unlearned,)  that  the  Meflias  fhould  be  the  Son  of 
God;    as  may  be  collefted  from  feveral  paflages  in  the 
New  Teftament ;  in  which  being  the  Chriji  and  being  the 
Son  of  God  are  conjoined  as  infeparable  adjunfts,  whereof 
one  did  imply  the  other,  according  to  the  fenfe  then  cur- 
rent, and  previous  to  the  embracing  our  Lord's  doftrine. 
For  Nathanael,  we  fee,  was  no  fooner  perfuaded  tliat  Jefus 
was  the  Chrift,  but  he  (according  to  his  anticipation, 
common  to  the  people)  confeiTcth  thus  ;  Rabbi,  thou  art  John  i.  49. 
the  Son  of  God;   Rabbi,   thou  art   the  King  of  IfraeL 
Martha  in  like  manner  being  moved  to  declare  her  faith 
concerning  Jefus,  exprefleth  it  thus;  Yea,  Lord,  I  believe  John  xi  ay. 
thai  thou  art  tlie  ChriJl,  the  Son  of  God,  which  Jhould  come 
into  the  world :  and  likewife  doth  St.  Peter,  in  the  name 
of  all  his  brethren,  the  Apoftles;  ff^  have  believed,  and Johnwi.  eg. 
have  known,  that  thou  art  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  living  ^^^ 
Godm      St.  John  the  Baptift  alfo  doth  thus  exprefs  his 
beliiBf  and  yield  his  teftimony  concerning  Jefus ;  And  /John  i.  34. 
faidj  and  bare  record,  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God.    Yea 
even  the  high  prieft  himfelf  implied  the  fame,  when  ex- 
amiiung  our  Lord  he  faid,  Art  thou  the  Chriji,  the  Son  o/'Mark  xiv. 
tke  Bieffed  f  I  adjure  thee  by  the  living  God,  tell  us,'whe'  Matt.  uvi. 
iker  thou  he  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God :  fuppbfing  that  to  ^^' 
he  the  Chrift  and  to  be  the  Son  of  God  would  concur  in 
the  fame  perfon.    Yea,  the  devils  themfdves  had  learned  ^*"'  ^*"* 
this^  who  cried  out,  fVhat  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  Je/us,  Mark  i.  a4. 
tkauSmofGcdf  Lukciv.4i, 

Thiw  did  the  ancient  Scriptures  intimate,  and  thus 
wem  Crod's  people  generally  perfuaded  about  the  Meflias; 
andb  that  he  is  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  the  evangelical 
Scripture  doth  every  where  teach  us,  calling  him  not 
only  at  lai^  the  Son  of  God,  but  more  emphatically  the 
kyttw^,  {the  darling  Son  of  God;)  the  vlos  t%  ^im^,  Son  ^*^y";^5;; 

lis  5. 
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SBRM.  o/*  GoiTs  love;  the  vli; ^kifini^,  Goffs  true  Son,  (that  is,  facfa 

XXL    moft  properly,  in  a  mod  excellent  manner  incomparaUy 

Eph.  i.  6.    reprefenting  and  refembling  God;)  the  Sioj  uHsf  {God's  pro- 

CoL  L  la.  per^  or  peculiar  Son ;)   the  vpawroKOSf   GocTs  firftbom ; 

31.  '     *  Grod's  ulo;  fAovoytvijiy  his  only  begotten  Son :  all  wluch  epi- 

^ j**h  ^  Qo  thets  import  fomewhat  of  peculiar  eminency  in  the  kind 

Col.  i.  15.  and  ground  of  this  his  relation  unto  God.    The  relatioo 

Hcb.  i.  6.    j^fgjf  j^  ^  large  fenfe,  and  equivocally,  is  attributed  to 

Lokeiii.tilt.feveral :  Adam  is  called  t lie /on  of  God;  and  the  angels 

n  izsxii.  are  ufually  entitled  fuch ;  and  princes  are  ftyled  ike  chiU 

Aasxvii.    ^''^  of  the  Mqft  High;  and  all  men  are  iaid  to  be  Goits 

w*  offsprings  and  good  men  are  efpecially  dignified  with  that 

'appellation;  God's  people,  as  fuch,  (the  Ifraelitesof  dd, 

and  Chriftians  now,)  are  the  children  of  God ;  yea^  God 

is  the  Father  of  all  things,  as  the  maker  and  preferver  of 

u»tk  rtm    th^n :  but  all  thefe,  in  comparifon  to  Chrift,  are  fuch  b 

XM-S^f.      A  manner  very  inferior,  and  in  a  very  improper  fenfe ;  for 

Naz,  Orat.  \^q  jg  ^j^g  ^^/y  gQ^  qJ  q^j  .  which  dcnotes  a  relation  in  its 

kind  iingular  and  incomparable;   from  which  all  other 
things  are  excluded. 

Now  that  we  may  difcem  the  difference,  let  us  confider 
the  grounds  and  refpeSs  upon  which  this  relation  of  our 
Saviour  to  God  is  buih,  or  the  reafons  why  he  is  called 
the  Son  of  God :  there  are  feveral  exprefled  or  implied  in 
Scripture. 

I.  Chrift  is  called  the  Son  of  God  in  regard  to  his  tern- 
poral  generation,  as  being  in  a  manner  extraordinary  con- 
ceived in  the  Bleffed  Virgin  by  the  Holy  Ghq/i;  fo  the 
Luke  i.  as.  angel  cxprefsly  telleth   us :    The  Holy  Ghq/i  fhall  come 
mVyZT'  ^P^^  ^^^^9  ^^^  ^^^  pouter  of  the  Higheji  Jhall  overjhadow 
thee  ;  therefore  alfo  that  holy  ihing  which  Jhall  be  bom  of 
thee  Jhall  be  called  the  Son  of  God :  fo  the  Apoftle  alfo ; 
Gal.  iv.  4.   fVhen  thefulnefs  of  time  was  €ome,  God  fent  forth  his  Son 
Luke  i.  32.  ''node  of  a  woman,  (or  bom  of  a  woman,  ytif^fM^iPOf  «x  yw- 
Hc (hall be  ycuxog — yewiftfvov  in  fome  copies:)  a  generation  fo  peculiar 
ftiall  be      and  wonderful,  without  intervention  of  any  father  but 
called  the    QqJ  himfelf,  is  one  irround  of  this  relation  and  title ;  he 

Son  of  the  .  11.  1 

Highcft :    therein  excelling  the  common  fort  of  men. 

Jhail^^        2.  Chrift  alfo  may  be  termed  the  Son  of  God  in  regard 

bim  the  throne  of  his  father  David.    Dies  ifte  quern  unquam  eatiemum  reformidas, 
stemi  natalis  eft    Sen.  EpiJ,  103. 
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to  his  refurreBion  by  divine  efficacy;  that  being  a  kind  SERM. 
of  generation^  or  introdu£tion  into  another  ftate  of  life  im-       ^  * 
movtal.    Others  are  upon  this  ground  called  the  fons  of 
God;  They  J  faith  our  Saviour,  whojhall  be  accounted  wot-  Luke  m. 
ikg  to  obtain  that  worlds   and  the  refurreBion  from  the    * 
dead'^can  die  no  more;  for  they  are  equal  to  the  angels, 
and  are  the  children  of  Gody  {M  tlo-i  roO  Gtovy)  being  fons  of 
ihe  refkrre&ion.    How  much  more  then  may  he  be  thence 
fo  naified,  who  is  the  firft-fruits  of  them  that  fleep^  and  ^  ^''  *^» 
ihe  firflbom  from  the  deadP   efpecially  fince  that  of  the  Coi.  i/is. 
P&lmift^  Thou  art  myfon,  this  day  have  I  begotten  '*^*$2lx]^. 
was  (according  to  St.  Paul's  expofition)  verified  in  theaa.  iti.  15. 
fwfinghim.    In  this  refpeft  Chrift  alfo  did  much  excel  *"*•"' "' 
all  others,  who  upon  the  fame  ground  are  called  the  fons 
of  God. 

3.  Chrift  is  capable  of  this  title  by  reafon  of  that  high 
office,  in  which  by  God's  efpecial  defignation  he  was  in- 
flated. If  ordinary  princes  and  judges  (as  being  deputed 
by  God  to  reprefent  himfelf  in  the  difpenfation  of  juftice^ 
or  as  refembUng  God  in  the  exercife  of  their  power  and 
authority)  have  been  called  thf  children  of  the  Mo/i  High^VLhaaW. 
in  the  language  of  holy  Scripture;  with  how  much*'"****' 
greater  truth  and  reafon  may  he  be  called  fo,  who  was 

moft  fignally  confecrated  and  commiflionated  to  the  moft 
eminent  fiin^on  that  ever  was  or  could  be;  who  did 
whatever  he  did  in  God's  name,  who  reprefented  and  re- 
fembled  God  fo  exa6^1y  ?  It  is  his  ouni  argumentation  and 
inference;  If  he  called  them  gods,  unto  whom  the  word  o/*Johnv.a»» 
God  came,  and  the  Scripture  cannot  be  broken ;  fay  ye  qf^^' 
him,  whom  the  Father  hath  fandified,  and  fent  into  the 
world.  Thou  blajphemeft,  becaufe  If  aid,  I  am  the  Son  of 
God?  That  extraordinary  ya;t<9i^ca/ion  and  miffion  did 
render  him  worthy  and  capable  of  that  appellation,  far 
beyond  all  others,  who  have  for  the  like  reafon  obtained 
it. 

4.  Whereas  alfo  it  is  faid,  that  God  did  appoint,  orHeb.i.s. 
conftiiute  our  Saviour  heir  of  all  things;  did  give  himf^^^^' 
head  above  all  things  to  the  Church,  and  did  put  all  things  i- 

his  feet ;  did  give  him  power  over  all  flejh  ;  did  com-  ^^\,  x^. 

I  i  3  xi.  sr. 
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SERM.  mil  unto  him  all  authority  in  heaven  and  earth;  did  exalt 

^^^'     him  to  the  higheft  place  of  dignity  and  authority  next  to 

Phil.  ii.  9.  himfelf,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majejiy  in  the  highefti 

&c^  *•  ^*  yea  did  place  him  upon  his  own  throne  and  tribunal  m 

A£b  ii.  33,  his  room,  fo  that  the  Father  judgeth  no  many  but  hath 

John  ▼.  33.  committed  all  judgment  to  the  Son  ;  well  may  he  in  that 

refpefl:  be  entitled  the  Son  of  God ;  as'  thereby  holding 

the  rank  and  privilege  fuitable  to  fuch  a  relation;  he 

being  the  Chief  of  the  family,  and  next  in  order  to  the 

Eph.  iii.  15.  great  Paterfamilias  of  heaven  and  earth.    Of  him,  faith  St*. 

Heb.iii.  5,  Paul,  all  the  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named:  Mofef 

verily y  faith  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  w€is  faithful  m 

all  his  houfe  as  a  fervant,  but  Chrjfi  as  a  Son  over  his  owu 

Hcb.  i.  i,   houfe :  and.  Being  made  fo  much  better  than  the  angels, 

'  '  laith  the  fame  Apoftle,  as  he  hath  by  inheritance  obtained 

a  more  excellent  name  than  they,  (they,  being  only  called 

fervants,  or  minifters  ;  he  being  entitled  a  Son  and  heir,) 

In  thefe  refpcfts  is  our  Saviour  properly,  or  may  be 
fitly,  denominated  the  Son  of  God,  with  fome  peculiarity 
and  efxccllency  beyond  others :  but  his  being  with  fuch 
eniphafis  called  God's  only  begotten  Son,  (denoting  an  ex- 
clufion  of  all  others  from  this  relation  upon  the  fame  kind 
of  ground,)  doth  furely  import  a  more  excellent  ground 
thereof,  than  any  of  thefe  mentioned.     For  ihefirft  Adam 
did  alfo  immediately  receive  his  being  from  the  power 
and  infpiration    of    God,    (God    formed    his   body  and 
•a^' i»if  *«j  breathed  a  foul  into  it.)     And  Ifaac,  Samuel,  and  John 
ft^^ffiiMu*.     the  Baptift  had  alfo  a  generation  extraordinary  and  mira- 
culous, as  being  born  of  parents   mortified  by  age  and 
unapt  for  generation,  by  interpofuion  of  the  divine  power, 
Hcb.xi.ii,  (fo  it  is  exprefsly  faid  of  Sarah,  Wvafwv  eKaSev  tls  xaraooAifv 
*^'  (TTrepfjLUToSf  Jhe  received  power  from  God  for  conception  of 

feed;)  which  productions  do  not  fo  greatly  differ  from  the 
production  of  Chrift  as  man. 

And  how  can  we  conceive  that  the  production  of  angels 
ftiould  be  fo  nuich  inferior  to  our  Saviour's  temporal  ge- 
neration, if  there  were  no  other  but  that  ? 

And  although  our  Saviour  was  the  firft  and  chief,  yet 
Hcb.  ii.  10.  was  he  not  the  only  Son  of  the  refurreftion  5  There  were, 
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as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  faith^  many  fons  of  this  SERM. 
kind  brtnight  to  ghry ;    and  Chrift  was  Jirjlhom  among    XXI. 
numji  brethren  ;  this  is  alfo  a  ground  not  proper  or  per-  R^^TviiiT 
fpiouous  enough  for  fuch  a  denomination;    and  indeed ^9. 
before  it  came  to  pafs,  he  was  called  God's  Son ;  he  was 
fe  when  he  lived,  he  was  fo  when  Godfo  loved  the  worlds 
that  he  gave  him  for  itsfalvation. 

Neither  doth  the  free  collation  of  power  and  dignity^  John  iii.i6» 
how  eminent  foever,  well  fuffice  to  ground  this  fingularity  ^^* 
of  relation ;  for  we  fee  others  aKo  in  regard  to  their  de- 
fignment  and  deputation  to  offices  of  power  and  dignity^ 
although  indeed  fubordinate  and  inferior  to  thofe  he  re- 
ceived,  to  be  entitled  the  fons  of  God;  and  however  this  is 
rather  the  foundation  of  a  metaphorical,  than  of  a  natural 
and  proper  fon^ip,  which  is  too  (lender  and  infufficient  for 
•him,  who  in  the  moft  folemn  and  augufl  drain  is  deno- 
nunated  fuch. 

Likewife  although  our  Saviour  be  the  heir  of  all  things, 
yet  hath  he  co-heirs,  whom  God  hathy  as  St.  Paul  fpeak-  Rom.  viii. 
cth,  together  enlivened^  and  together  raifed^  and  together  2,^^^^  ^^ 
fmted  with  him  in  thrones  of  glory  and  blifs ;  befide  that  6* 
privileges  of  this  kind  are  rather  confecutive  and  declara^ 
twe  of  this  his  relation  to  God,  than  formally  conftitutive 
thereof:  If  afoUj  then  an  heir,  faith  St.  Paul ;  inheritance  Rom.  ¥iii. 
follows  fonjhip,  and  declares   it,   rather    than  properly  *'* 
makes  it. 

Moreover  thofe  prerogatives  of  fingular  afledion  and 
favour  appropriated  to  Chrift,  together  with  all  thofe  glo- 
rious preferments  confequent  on  them,  do  alfo  argue  fome 
^ligher  ground  of  this  relation :  for  how  could  it  be,  that 
merely  upon  account  of  that  temporal  generation,  (which 
cBd  only  make  him  a  man,  of  like  pajfions  and  infirmities  HehAr.  15. 
to  uSffin  only  excepted^)  or  in  refpe6t  to  any  thing  confe- 
quent thereupon,  God  (hould  afled  him  with  fo  fpecial  a 
deamefs,  and  advance  him  to  dignities  fo  fuperlative, 

far  above  aU  principality y  and  power ^  and  mighty  and  <2b-£ph.Lai. 
miniony  and  every  name  that  is  named;  angels  and  au-i  Pet.  iU. 
ihorities  and  powers  beingy  as  St.  Peter  fays,  madefubjed  ^^* 
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SERM.  unto  him?    Such  proceedings  (that  generation  only^  or 

XXL    any  thing  refulting  from  it^  being  fuppofed)  do  not  fam 

confiftent  with  that  decent  congruity  and  natural  equityi 

which  Grod  is  ever  wont  to  obferve  in  his  regard  to  po^ 

fons  and  in  his  ordering  of  things. 

We  mud  therefore  fearch  for  a  more  excellent  and 
more  proper  ground  of  this  magnificent  relation^  or  peca- 
Uarjon/hip  ;  and  fuch  an  one  we  (hall  find  clearly  dedtici- 
ble  from  teftimonies  of  holy  Scripture,  (and  by  feverd 
fteps  of  difcourfe  we  (hall  deduce  it.) 

I.  It  is  thence  firfl:  evident,  that  our  Saviour  had  in  him 
fomewhat  more  than  human,  according  to  which  he  is 
faid  to  have  exifled  before  his  temporal  generation  here 
among  men.  Even  as  men  after  death  are  in  regard  to  a 
fuperviving  part  of  them,  their  immortal  foul,  laid  to  be 

Lukexx.38.  and  live ;  for,  even  then,  faith  our  Lord,  aU  men  do  UveU 
God.    For,  before  his  birth  here,  he  is  (aid  to  have  been 

JohnUi.i3.in  heaven,  and  to  have  defcended  thence;  No  man,  faith 
he,  halh  afcended  up  to  heaverij  but  he  that  came  down 
from  heaven  J  even  the  Son  of  man  j  which  is  in  heaven:  even 
when  he  vifibly  lived  here,  he  was  (as  himfelf  affirms)^ 
cundum  aliquid  fui,  according  to  fomewhat  invifible  in 
him,  then  aftually  in  heaven ;  and  according  to  that^owi^- 
what  he  was  before  in  heaven ;  and  by  union  of  that  invi- 
fible being  to  human  vifible  nature,  he  is  faid  to  have  de- 
fcended from  heaven.  His  afcenfion  into  heaven  was  but 
a  tranflation  of  the  human  nature  thither,  where  according 
to  a  more  excellent  nature  he  did  abide  before  the  incar- 

Jobnvi. 63. nation;  for,  IV hat ^  faith  he  again,  if  yeflidllfee  the  Son  of 
man  afcend  up  where  he  was  before  P  from  hence  he  is  de- 
clared worthy  and  capable  of  fo  tranfcendent  preferments ; 

John  iii.  31.  for,  He  that  comethfrom  above,  out  of  heaven,  is  above  all 

1  Cor  XV.   ^^i^S^  9  becaufe,  The  fecond  man  is  the  Lord  from  heaven. 

47.  lie,  as  to  his  manifeftation  in  the  flefh,  was  junior  to  St. 

John  the  Baptift,  but  in  truth  was  of  more  ancient  {land- 
ing, and  thence  was  to  be  preferred  before  him,  as  St. 

John  i.  15.  John  himfelf  perceived  and  profefled;  He  that,  faid  St. 
John,  comes  after  me  is  preferred  before  me,  becatife  he  was 
before  me.    He  did  fubfift  even  before  Abraham  was  bom, 
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lence  without  abforditjr  he  could  affirm,  that  he  and  SERH. 

>rahani  had  interviews  and  intercourfc  together ;  fo  he    XXI. 

courfed  with  the  Jews;    Thou  art  not,  faid  they,  yrfjohnTiii. 

iy  years  old,  and  hafl  ikoafeen  Abraham  P  he  replied;  *"• 

nltf,  verily,  I  Jay  unto  you,  Before  Abraham  was,  lam: 

is  tayiug  did  (ecau  very  abfurd  to  them,  and  fo  ofiended 

em,  that  they  took,  up  {{ones  to  call  at  him ;  not  appre- 

Dding  the  myftery  couched  in  his  words,  and  that  he 

d  another  nature,  difierent  from  that  which  appeared  to 

em,  according  to  which  that  faying  of  his  was  verified. 

sa  &rther  he  had  a  fubfiftence  and  a  glory  before  the 

arid  bad  a  beii^ ;  for  thus  he  prays ;  And  now,  Fathtr,  sdba  rtW, 

ort^  nte  unik  thine  oumfelf  with  the  glory  which  I  had  ** 

itk  thee  before  the  world  was;   glory  (that  u,  a  moft 

nourable  flate  of  bdn^  and  excellent  perle&ion)  ■wmf^K-'^ 

4  only  deltinated  to  him,  but  he  really  bad  it,  and  en-*^ 

yed  it  with  God,  before  the  world  was. 

3.  Neceflkry  indeed  it  was,  that  he  fliould  exift  before 

e  world,  for  that,  lecondly,  God  by  him  made  the 

7t\A,  and  for  that  be  made  the  world  himfelf ;  God,  faith  Epb.  ili.  9. 

.  Paul,  created  all  things  by  Jejiis  Chryi ;  and,  By  him, 

th  the  ApofUe  to  the  Hebrews,  God  made  the  worlds; 

T  the  ages,  rwi  oKsva;,  that  is,  all  things  which  ever  at 

y  time  did  fubfill;    thofe  very  ages,  which   the  lame 

poftle  (aith  we  believe  to  have  been  framed  by  the  word  ofueh.  si.  9. 

)d.)  By  him,  faith  St.  John  in  the  beginning  of  bis  Gof-  John  i.  >. 

1,  were  all  things  made,  and  without  him  was  nothing 

lie  that  was  made;  h'  ourS,  that  is,  liy  him,  not  Si'  aM*, 

•  Ami  only :  to  exclude  that  ungrammatical  mifinterpre- 

ioo,  St.  Paul  joineth  both  thofe  notions  together;  rtt 

irrm  8/  mirS,  iwl  «1{  caki*  nmrai.  All  things,  faith  he,  werectA.  u  i«. 

itie  by  him,  and  for  him :  as  aJfo  to  prevent  any  rellric- 

D  or  exception  of  matters  created  by  him,  he  particu- 

ly  reckoneth  what  thingv  were  made  by  him ;  By  him, 

ih  Sl  Paul,  were  all  things  created,  that  are  in  heaven 

i  that  are  in  earth;  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  domi- 

ms,  or  principalities,  or  powers,  all  things  were  created 

lum,  and  for  him:  he  was  not  only  (aa  fome  heterodox    . 

etpreten  would  expound  it)  to  ciaMe  a  new  moral  and 
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8SR1L  iSgumtive  woiU;  he  fliovld  notonly  veAne-Mid 
^^^'    mankind,  but  he  of  old  did  truly  and  propeily'  gm' 
to  all  things ;  and  among  thofe  things^  he  erco 
angelty  all  things  m  heaven;  bdngs  imto  which  itmt^ 
taphorioal  creation  of  men  here  doth  voieaebemioe 
.  wife  apperUun :    he  therefore  confcqaently>  -a  '49tw 
fubjoins,  M  ^  vayrwvy  doth  exift  htfJmM'Mngtj 
eaufe  miift  ncoeflarily  in  nature  precede  the  e0bHL 

3*  He  did  indeed  (to  afednd  yet  faighoi^^wai'lo^ 
top)  ezift  from  aH  eternity:  for  he  ia 
Gbi.  I.  It.  ^^ndiy  ^^  ^^f^i'i*'^)  wribich  esdodee  all  time' 
cSa^i^^  enftence;   he  is  -ftyled  etfrntitwi^^  W»iK  '■vf'Mb 

fitjflbofn  of  every  creaiure\  (or  mther  bcira  bcftwc 
JoimLso.cieatiDn9aa'ii]p«rr^  fui  {y  figmfiea,  Jk  «mu  Ag/ftwitj  ■ 
^  ^'  JohnO  He  ia  iAe  WM,  ^vfaioh  waa  in  lA«  AifWif  ,• 

IB,  bdore  any  time  oooceivabie,  and  obttfequfeatly 
1  John  I.  ft.etemity.    He  is  called  the  eiemudl^^  Tkekfw  (fUdiA 
^,';;fj^.John  in  his  firftEpiftle;  the  life,  that  is,  another 


«•       .     frequently  attributed  to  Chrift,  efpecially  by  that  Apoftle'; 

V.  11,  IS,  '^he  life)  wof  manife/led,  and  we  did  fee  ii}  and  we  bear 

^^  witnefs,  and  Jhew  that  eternal  life,  which  wtis  with  the 

Father,  (6  kiyof  {y  «r^(  rov  Gtiv,  the  Ward  was  with  Gei; 

and  4  ^flo^  ijy  crpo^  rov  nrctripay  the  life  was  with  the  Eather, 

are,  as  I  conceive,  the  fame  thing :)  and  more  ezplicidy 

1  John  V.    in  the  fame  Epiftle ;  f^e  are,  faith  St.  John,  in  him  that  is 

^^  truey  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift;   he  is  the  true  God,  and  the 

eternal  life.    Hence  is  he  frequently  in  the  Apocalypfe 

ReY.uiiy  ftyled  the  firjl  and  the  lajl,  the  beginning  emd  the  end, 

ai!  vl.  33,  Alpha  and  Omega;  he  that  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come; 

*'•  which  phrafes  do  commonly  exprefs  the  eternity  and  im- 

i&.  saiT.  6»  mortality  proper  to  God ;  as  in  that  of  Ifaiah ;  Thmfeith 

xlliil'  IS.    '*^  Lord,  the  King  oflfrael,  and  his  Redeemer  the  Lord  of 

hofls ;  /  am  the  firft,  and  I  am  the  Iqfi,  and  befide  me  then 

is  no  God.    The  fame  is  fignified  by  that  elogy  of  the 

Heb.iiii.s.  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews;  Jefus  Chrifi,  the  fame  ye/lerdai/, 

to  day,  and  for  ever,  (that  is,  who  is  eternally  immutabk;) 

that  Apoftle  alfo  implies  the  fame,  when  he  futh,  that 

Melchizedek  reprefented  and  refembled  the  Son  of  God> 

Hcb.  Tii.  a.as  having  ^ifn  ^ip^^^/uupAv,  jx^n  ^wiig  riAa;,  ifeiiher  begtB- 


His  only  Son.  491 

:9Nigr  of  days  nor  end  of  life;  Melchizcdek  in  a  typical  or  SERM. 
.^yftical  way,  our  Lord  in  a  real  and  proper  fenfe  was    XXI. 
JiiKh;   beginninglefs  and  endlefs  in  his  exigence.    And 
^tlM  Prophet  Micah  feems  to  have  taught  the  fame,  faying 
J  ft  him,  (of  him  that  fliould  come  out  of  Bethlehem,  to  be 
;  fSHJcr  in  Ifrael,)  that  his  goings  forth  have  been  from  oldp  Mic  t.  a. 
j^0feu  from  everlq/Hng;    (or,  from  the  days  of  eternity.) 
flis  eternity  is  however  neceflarily  deducible  from  that, 
^  iivhich  is  by  St.  John,  St.  Paul,  and  the  ApoiUe  to  the 
2  Jlebrews  fo  plainly  affirmed  of  him,  that  he  made  the 
i  fvorkl,  thdt  he  made  the  ages,  that  he  made  all  things  ; 
:|br  if  be  made  the  world,  he  was  before  the  foundations 
pi  the  world,  which  phrafe  denotes  eternity ;  if  he  made 
ibe  jttges,  he  muft  be  before  all  ages ;  if  all  things  were 
^  iMcle  by  him,  and  nothing  can  make  itfelf,  then  neceflfa- 
fUj  he  was  unmade ;  and  being  unmade,  he  neceflarily 
muft  be  eternal ;   for  what  at  any  time  did  not  exift,  can 
never  without  being  made  come  to  exift.  His  eternity  alfo 
Aay  be  ftrongly  inferred  from  his  being  called  the  word,  1  Cor.  i.  24. 
the  u/ifdovn,  and  the  power  of  God ;   for  if  he  were  not 
eternal^  ^v  ipa  xonpisf  ht  x«^l(  rourcoy  ^v  6  Geo;,  there  ivas  a  In  decret. 
time  Mfhen  God  wanted  thefe  ;  when  he  was  without  n^en-^^' ^[^' 
tal  Ipeech,  or  underAanding;  when  he  was  not  wife,  when 
he  was  not  powerful;  as  St.  Athanafius  argues.     It  there- 
foce  doth  with  fufficient  evidence  appear  from  Scripture, 
that  our  Saviour  had  a  being  before  his  temporal  birth, 
4Uid  that  before  all  creatures,  yea  even  from  eternity. 
Jarthennore, 

4.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  it  follows,  that  his  being 
waft  ablblutely  divine.     If  he  was  no  creature,  if  author 
of  all  creatures,  if  eternally  fubfiftcnt,  then  afluredly  he  is 
.God ;  that  ftate,  that  a£lion,  that  property  are  incommu- 
mcably  peculiar  unto  God.     Only  God  is  0  cSv,  being  of 
lamfelf  originally  and  independently ;    only  God  is  the 
creator  of  all  things^  {He  that  made  all  things  is  God,  Hch.'m.  4. 
laith  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews ;)   only  God  hath  im-  ^J'^^'  ^*- 
kfi^riality^  (or  eternity,)  faith  St.  Paul ;  no  epithet  or  atr 
■tribute  is  more  proper  to  God,  than  that,  alivios  Gioc,  G(Mf  Rom.  xti. 
ttemoL    Hence  is  our  Lord  fwl  by  St.  Paul,  before  he    * 
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8BRM.  did  affiime  the  ferm  of  a  fervant^  and  beeame  fike 

^^'    men^  to  h«fejttb^/kd  m  the  form  rf  God,  moi 

PhO.  ii.  6,  robbery*  to  be  equal  to  God,  (or  to  haye  a  IbbfifteaoaJ 

2*^jji^]^ duration  and  perfe6don  equal  to  God;)  lb  tbat  as  he^^ 

•if.         after  hi^  incarnation  truly  man^  partaker  of  human 

affedionsy  and  properties;  fo  before  it  he  was  tmlj 

partaking  the  (Uvine  eflence  and  attributes.    Thence 

often  in  the  Scriptures  abfblutely  and  direAly 

John  1. 1.   God;  God  in  the  moft  proper  ahd  moft  hig^  ftnfe}^^ 

the  beginning  was  the  WM,  and  the  Whird  woe  mrith 

and  the  JVordwas  God,  fidth  St.  John  in  the 

his  Goipel^  (the  pkoe  where  he  is  moft  Ekdly  to 

^ith  the  leaft  amUguity  or  darfcnefs ;)  the  fiune  W^ 

-which  was  in  time  madeftefi^,  and  dwdi  amamg  M^ 

1  Tim.  ia.  before  aU  time  ezift  with  God^  and  was  God.     Gsd^ 

^^'  St.  PauI,  uHis  manij^led  w  thejf/k,ju/iy!ed  fa  ike 

Jeen  of  angels,  preached  among  the-  Gentiles,  beKened^ 

hi  the  world,  ajjvmed  up  into  glory:  of  which  ptopofitfAltf  . 

it  is  evident  that  Chrift  is  the  fubjed^  and  by  conlequeoos 

he  is  there  named  God.     God  is  alfo  by  St.  Paul  laid  ts 

Aasxi.98.have  purchafed  the  Church  with  his  oum  blood;  who  Ad 

that^  but  he  that  alfo  was  man^  even  the  man  Chrifl  Jefiaf 

St.  Thomas  upon  his  convidion  of  our  Saviour's  refune^ 

Johnzz.38.tion  did  exprefs  his  faith  upon  him  by  crying  out,  Mf 

U^'^ILi  J^^  ond  my  God;  which  acknowledgment  our  Saviour 

^uixx«f«v«.  accepted  and  approved  as  a  proper  teftimony  of  that  faith; 

uSIZ*»C  {fie  permits  him  to  fay  it,  or  rather  he  accepts  it,  not  Am- 

Orl/if**^*  flfenw^  him,  faith  St.  Athanafius.)  St.  Paul  calls  the  com- 

/r«  Ar,  p.    ing  of  our  Lord  at  the  refurreftion,  the  appearance  of  the 

Tlt!Vi.  la.  £T^^^  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.    To  the  Son  (u 

Heb.  ii.  8.  the  Apofile  to  the  Hebrews  interpreteth  it)  it  was  laid  in 
i^John  V.    ^^^  pjy^^  ^p^j  ^j^^  y  J  y^y  ^^^^^^  Q  Q^  ^^^  ^^  ^ 

ever;  thefceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right  fceptre*  We  an, 
f^th  St.  John^  in  the  true  one,  in  his f on  Jefus  Chrift;  tiis 
he  (fro;)  ts  the  true  God,  and  life  eternal;  no  feiSfe,  no 
metaphorical^  no  temporary  Grod^  but  the  very  true  God| 
Rom.  si.  5.  the  fupreme  eternal  Grod.  Out  of  whom,  (faith  St.  Paul^ 
recounting  the  privileges  of  the  Jewilh  nation,)  as  concenh 
ing  theflejh,  (or  according  to  his  humani^^)  Chrift  cam% 
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is  aver  aU,  God  blefedfor  ever;  6  hr)  Trivranf  &§os,  the  SBRM. 
over  all;  the  fovereign  God  and  Lord  of  all  things* ;    XXL 
Moil  High ;  God  blejfedfor  ever ;  the  6  suXoyjjroj,  which  Mark  xiv. 
a  chara&eriftical  title  or  fpecial  attribute  of  God  in  the  ^^^  .  ^^ 
rk  of  the  Scriptures,  and  according  to  the  common  ufe  a  Cor.  xi. 
the  Jews.    Yea  even  of  old,  Ifaiah  foretold  of  Uie  child\]^  -^^  ^^ 
ickjhould  be  born,  of  the f on  whichjhould  be  given  to  us, 
'^^fBl  his  name  Jhould  be  called  (that  is,  according  to  the 
fj^brew  manner  of  fpeaking,  that  he  (hould  really  be,  or 
d|0wever  that  he  truly  (hould  be  called)  the  Mighty  God, 
\At  everlqfting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
•  In  tbefe  places  more  clearly  and  immediately,  in  many  vid.  1  John 
oilier  places  obliquely  and  according  to  fair  confequence,*^!^^'^  ^^ 
m  many  more  probably,  our  Saviour  is  called  God,  God  J  ode  4. 
aUslutely  without  any  interpretative  reAri6Uon  or  diminu-  4, 
{km.  And  feeing  the  holy  Scripture  is  fo  careiiil  of  yield- 
ing, oocafion  to  conceive  more  Gods  than  one;  feeing  it  is 
lb  BnSt  in  exa£Ung  the  belief,  worfhip,  and  obedience  of 
€Be  only  God,  abfolutely  fuch;   may  we  not  well  infer 
with  St.  Irenaeus,  Now  (faith  he,  fpeaking  indeed  con- 
cerning the  God  of  the  Old  Teftament,  whom  the  Gno- 
ficks  did  not  acknowledge  to  be  the  higheft  and  beft 
Gody  but  in  words  applicable  to  the  God  of  the  New 
Teftamenty  whom  we  adore ;   Now,  faith  he)  neither  the 
Lord,  nor  the  Holy  Ghq/l,  nor  the  Apqfiles  would  ever  have 
called  any  one  definitively,  nor  abfolutely  God,  unlefs  he 
were  truly  God:  and.  Never,  laith  he  again,  did  the  Pro* 
pieis  or  the  jipoftles  name  any  other  God,  or  call  Lord,  be* 
Jiie  the  true  and  only  God  ^. 

That  he  is  truly  God,  we  might  alfo  from  other  appel- 
kuions  peculiar  to  God ;  from  divined  attributes  and  di- 

•  UtfoTqae  Dei  appellatione  fignificavit  Spiritus  et  cum  qui  ungitur  Filiuio» 
01  emn  qui  ungit,  id  eft  Patrem.    Irm,  iii.  6. 

Bev.  V*  18.  rSv  mrU/tMf  (where  by  the  way  feeing  all  creatures  worihip 
hkttylie  is  ezcloded  from  being  a  creature.) 

*  Neque  igitur  Dominus,  neque  Spiritus  Sandus,  neque  Apoftoli  eum, 
qai  non  effet  Deus,  definitive  et  ablblute  Deum  nominaflent,  nifi  eflet  verus 

Dens.    Iffff*  "{•  ^* 

Nimqiuun  prophets,  neqne  apoftoli  alium  Deum  nominaveninty  Tel  Do- 
amam  appcUaverunt,  prater  venim,  et  folum  Deum.    JJnm,  lib.  iii.  cap.  8. 
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SlBKir.  vindk  opieiMions  afcribed  to  Inm;  from  Ait  ^rMA^ 
XXL    hopoar  we  are  allowed  and  enjoned  to  yield'  hini, 

(hew;  but  thefe  things  (in  compliance  with  the-  ttmoi 

your  patience)  I  ihall  omit. 

Other  appellations  alfo  peculiar  unto  the  ftipiane'' 

are  affigned  to  him,  as  thai  moft  appropriate  iai  h 

municable  name  Jehovah;    (of  which  in  the 
I&.X1T.  «>  liaiah  God  hunfelf  fays  thus;  J  am  ihe  Lard^  and  ii 
Drat  ?i.  4. ff^^  ^:  and  Mofes;  Jehovah  our  God  if  one  J'^ 
Jcr.nm.6.even  this  is  attributed  to  him;  foTf.TTdSf  fidth  Jt 


*"  '    '  is  his  name,  whereby  heJkaU  ti  eattedi  Jehmmh 
»  eoujnefs :  and  of  St.  John  ihe  Baptift-  it  was  by- 

NU.  iiL  1.  foretold^  that  he  fliould  prepare  ihe  was/  ofJekovak^ 

''name  Lord  (anfwering  to  Jehbfvah)  is  both  abfidntelf 

1  Cor.  XT.  with  moft  excellent  adjunds  commonly  giren  him-;'' 

^^'  fecond  ifiim,  fiuth  St:  Paul^  is  ihe  Lordjrom  kilaiomii 

Afib  z.  ss.  jLord  of  all  ihings  he  is  called  by  Ae  fime  iLpbffle; 

1  Cor.  yiu/'A^  one,  or  only  lard:  To  mSy  JGdth  he,  ther^io  one 

^*  by  whom  are  all  things:  and,  the  Lord  of  glory,  or  mdS 

iCor.  ii.  8. glorious  Lord;   (If  they  had  knoumf  they  would  noi  hsBSe 

YJ^a.'  ^'  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory :)  and.  The  Lord  of  lords,  ani 

Rer.xTii.    King  of  kings,  he  is  called  in  St.  John's  Revelation,  {Tktf 

'Jhall,  faith  he,  war  with  the  Lamb,  and  ihe  LambfiisU 

overcome  them,  for  he  is  the  Lord  of  lords,  and  Kmg  of 

kings :)  we  are  alfo  by  precept  enjoined,  and  "by  exempbury 

praAice  authorized,  to  render  unto  our  Sait ioiir  that  hononr 

and  worfhip^  which  are  proper  and  due  to  the  only  Iti* 

Matt.|T.io.preme  God;  for,  Thoujhalt  worjhip  the  Lord  thy  God;  ad 

m  w  w(9g-  him  onlyjhalt  thouferve,  is  the  great  law  of  true  religion; 

WrSiM.    #  j^  ^^  Q^j^  belonging  to  God,  as  St.  Athanafius  fpeaks,  /o 

mrirfut  jr     be  worjhippcd ;  a  creature  mufl  not  worjhip  a  creature,  bd 

iSj^AlsLt  o^fervant  his  Lord,  and  a  creature  its  God.    And^  t  Thq 

lunrirnf,  ^  fj^liQ  call  o  creoturc  Lord,  and  worjhip  him  as  a  creaiurt, 

'jttUm,  im^  how,  faith  he,  do  they  differ  from  the  heathen  P  But  of  him 

Ar.Or, iii.  j^  jg  f^^  j^^  ^n  ^fj^  augels  of  God  worjhip  him;  6t  him 

t  ofrti  n  myriads  of  angels  fay.  Worthy  is  the  LanUf  thai  wasJUm 
V^!^^  /o  receive  the  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  andjlrengtk, 
Wf  »i^u9,  ^  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  bleffing:  yea  aU  creaiures  m 
xl^2^7  Aearen  and  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  refound  the  fame 

mirf,  ri  itm^i^wn  ixXiiMrv.   Ath,  Or,  i.  in  Ar,  p.  296.  Heb.  i.  6.  Rev.  ▼.  13>  13.  t¥.  11. 
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PM^lamation,  faying;  To  him  that  Jit  teth  upon  the  throne,  SERM. 
^>id  to  the  Lamby  be  the  bleJjUngj  and  the  honour^  and  the    XXI. 
^^isiy,  and  the  worjhipy  and  the  praifefor  ever.     Unto  him  videRev.i. 

t4a/  loved  usy  and  wajfied  us  from  our  Jins  in  his  blood — to  5» 
[^'jbn  be  glory  and  dominion  Jor  ever  and  ever.     Hence  the 
enthrone  of  God  the  Father  and  of  his  Son  arc  one  and  the 
;^;faiie;  The  throne  of  Gody  and  of  the  Lamb,  are  in  it,  faith  Rev.  zxii. 
^St  John,  fpeaking  of  the  heavenly  city;    For  the  Sonyj^^^. 
Jfidi  that  great  Father,  reigning  with  the  fame  royalty  of^^^r^it 
,Ut  Father,  isfeatedupon  the  fame  throne  with  his  father.  ffYJix^mfS 
Te  invocatc  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  prac-  "'f*  }^l  7'" 
tiD&  charaAerizing  and  diftinguifhing  Chridians  from  ind'TS^mr^ 
Mb  ;  as  when  St.  Paul  infcribes  his  Epiftle  to  the  Church  "^^^I'^q^^ 
of  Corinth,  together  with  all  that  call  upon  the  name  ofw-  m  Ar. 
mttljord  Jejiis  Chrift  in  every  place;  and  when  Saul  is  vas?x!i4 
Aid- to  have  authority  from  the  chief  priefls  to  bind  all  that  ^i* 
cMed  upon  his  name,  fo  that  we  need  not  to  allege  the  13, 14/ 
fti^e  example  of  St.  Stephen  invoking  our  Lord.  Indeed  ^  '''""•  "• 
lumfelf  informs  us,  that  the  Father  had  committed  a/Zjohnv.  93, 
judgment  unto  the  Son,  that  all  menjhould  honour  the  Sow^^john  iii 
cwfi  03  they  honour  the  Father.     To  wifh  and  pray  forRom.  i.  7. 
grmce  and  peace  from  our  Ijord  Jifus  Chrift  is  the  ufual  a  xhcfn  li! 
pn&ice  of  the  Apoftles,  and  to  difpenfe  them  is  a  prero-^^/        .. 
gittive  of  his,  common  to  him  with  God  his  Father.     To  12. 
hwrc  the  fame  Holy  Spirit  as  the  Father  unmeafurably,'^*^-  '"•  ^' 
and  to  fend  it  from  himfelf,  with  commiffions  and  inftruc- 
tions,  and  to  conmmnicate  it  freely,  are  efpecial  charaAers 
of  fbpreme  divinity^  and  much  tranfccnding  any  creature, 
as  St.  Alhanafiu8..obfervcs;    With  authority,  faith  he,  to'^'»}^t^f\^ 
ghe  the  Spirit  doth  notfuit  a  creature,  or  a  thing  made, ^i'^^fJ!!^ 
but  is  an  endowment  of  God.    Whereas  alfo  we  are  often  *  »«'^«»» 
feverely  prohibited  from  relying  or  confiding  upon  anyT»#ir«», 
man,  or  any  creature,  (as  in  that  of  the  Prophet;  Curfed^^^^^  ®^^^ 
be  the  man,  that  tfufleth  in  man,  and  makcthflejh  his  arm;)  Orat.  iu.  m 
we  are  yet  allowed,  yea  we  are  obliged,  to  repofe  our  truft^^.  xVh!*  . 
and  confidence  in  Chrift ;  Ye  truft  in  God,  faith  ho  himfelf  Jo*^°  »'v.  i 
(b  his  difciples,  £rtift  alfo  in  me ;  whence  St.  Paul  calleth 
him  emphatically  our  hope,  in  his  compellation  to  Timo- 
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SBRM.  thy;   Paul  an  ApoJOe  of  JtJuM  Ckn^  by  the 

XXI.    meni  of  God  our  Saviour,  and  ike  Lord  Jefus  Chrifiy  Mr 

Col.  i.  t7.  ^P^f    which  18  the  fame  title  that  Jeremiah  attribnm 

iTim.i.  i.unto  God;    0  the  hope  of  I/rael,  thefavwur  ihere^m 

^'   *  '  '  time  of  trouble*    Hence  to  hianj  j(untly  with  God  the 

Father,  and  the  divbe  Spirit,  that  folemn  benediAioo  or 

9  Cor.  siii.  prayer  is  direded ;  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Ckrifi,  etd 

^*'  the  love  of  God,  and  the  feUowJhip  of  the  Holy  Ghafi,  h 

with  you  all;  as  alfo  a  parity  of  higheft  adoration  is  thea 

together  with  the  fame  divine  perfons  yielded  to  hinij  wha 

we  are  baptized  in  his  name,  andconfecratedtohiBfernoei 

The  divineft  attributes  of  God  are  alfo  in  the  moft  aUb- 

lute  manner  and  perfe&  degree  affigned  to  him :  etenntj» 

John  iii.  18.  as  we  diicourfed  before,  Immenfity  of  preience  and  power, 

then  implied,  when  fpeaking  with  the  Jews  he  told  them 

that  he  was  then  in  heaven ;  and  when  he  promiles  Us 

Mktt.zvUi.difciple8,  that  he  will  be  with  them,  whenever  theymed 

to.  in  his  name;  and  alfo,  that  he  unll  be  with  them,  to  the 

Col.  U.  3.    end  of  the  world.    Infinite  wifdom  and  knowledge  j^or 

in  him  are  hidden  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knoW' 

John  zTi.    ledge;  and,  Now  are  wefure,  fay  the  difciples  to  him  in 

^      '     'St.  John,  that  thou  knowe/l  all  things:  and,  JLor^,  iaith 

St.  Peter,  thou  knoweft  all  things,  thou  knowq/l  that  I  love 

1  Cor.  i.  «4.  ffigff  .  and  St.  Paul  calls  him  the  wifdom  of  God,  and  the 

power  of  God:  wherefore  fince  God's  wifdom  is  omnifcieot, 

and  his  power  omnipotent,  fo  confequently  is   he.    In 

fhort,  whatever  attribute  or  perfection  Grod  hath,  the  fame 

John  x¥i.    hath  he ;  for.  All  things,  faith  he,  that  the  Father  hath, 

^^'  are  mine.  What  creature  without  high  prefumption  could 

John  zTi.    fay  thofe  words  concerning  the  divine  Spirit;  Hejhall 

gi^^^ify  ^^}  y^r  he  Jhall  receive  of  mine,  andfhalljhew  it 

unto  you. 

The  divine  attributes  he  exprefleth  by  divineft  opera- 
tions and  works,  which  are  afcribed  to  him«  It  is  a  mofi 
divine  work  to  create;  this  we  (hewed  before  to  have  been 
performed  by  him:  to  fuftain,  and  conferve  things  in 
being,  is  another  like  work;  this  he  doth;  For  he,  tilth  the 
Hcb.  i.  a.   Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  upholdeth  all  things  by  the  word 
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^  kis  power;  and,  By  him,  faith  St.  Paul,  all  tkingscon-  SERM. 
^.     To  perform  miracles,  or  do  things  I'urmounting  the    -^**' 
UiWB  and  thwarting  the  courfe  of  nature;    fuch  as  byCot. i.  17I 
mere  word  and  will  rebuking  winds  and  feas,  curing  dif- 
eafes,  ejecting  devils,  is  the  property  of  him,  who,  as  the 
Pfalmilt  fays,alonedoelh great  wonders.  Particularly  to  raife  Pr.lKiJi.i». 
the  dead  is  a  prerogative  referved  by  God  in  his  own  ,q,  cxixfi. 
hund;  (for,  Tke  Lord  killetli,  and  the  Lord  maketh  alive;*-       . 
Ar  bringeth  down  to  the  grave,  and  hringeth  up.)    This  ourocuMuii. 
Lord  often  did  at  his  pleafure;  for,  As  the  Father  raifetk"^- 
tip  the  dead,  and  quickeneth  them ;  even  fo  the  Son  quick- 
emtth  wham  he  will :  and  of  hinifelf  he  faith  in  the  Apoca- 
lypfe;  /  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death.    Efpecially  tORer.  i.  le. 
taife  hiinfelf,  which  he  afTumeth  to  himfelf ;  (/,  faith  he,johiix.i7, 
lay  down  my  life,  that  I  may  take  it  up  again;  1  have^^- 
power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  up  again  .* 
•nd,  Demoli/k   this  temple,  faith  he  again,  and  in   three  John  n.\9' 
days  I  will  rear  it;  which  it  was  impolTible  for  him  to  do, 
■nd  tmintelligible  how  it  (Iiould  he  done,  othenvife  than 
bytbe  divinity  reBdent  in  him.  To  be  xa^ioy  vwo-ti);,  fearch- 
mg  men's  hearts  and  difceming  their  fecret  thoughts,  is  a 
'peculiar  work  of  him  that  laith,  /  the  Lord  try  tke  heart,  jtt.  *ii.  10. 
IJearck  tke  reins;  and  of  our  Lord  it  is  faid.  He  needed iottniUts. 
not  that  any  Jhauld  wilnefs  about   a   man,  for  he  knew 
wket  was  in  man  ;  and  by  many  experiments  he  declared 
this  power.   To  forefee  and  foretell  future  contingencies 
Co  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  God  tignified,  when  in  the  Pro- 
phet he  thus  challenged  the  objefts  of  heathen  worfhip ; 
Skenf  the  things  to  come,  that  we  may  know  ye  are  gods ;  lb.  ili.  aa. 
this  our  Lord  did  upon  feveral  occafions,  particularly  in 
Lbe  cafe  of  Judas's  treafon;  He  knew,  faith  St.  John,  joibn  W.  «4. 
From  tke  beginning,  who  they  were  who  did  not  btl'teve,  and 
tfAo  it  was  that  fhould  betray  him.    This,  I  fay,  he  did, 
not  as  the  prophets,  by  particular  arbitrary  revelation,  but 
immediately  by  his  own  Spirit ;  whereby  even  the  Pro- 
phets themfelves  were  illuflrated  and  infpired ;  for  it  was, 
u  Su  Peter  lays.  The  Spirit  of  Chrifl  in  them  which  te/ii- 1  pet  i.  ii. 
(U  beforehand  Ike  fufferings  of  Chrifl,  and  tke  glories  that 
tiomld  follow.    To  fee  and  know  God,  {who  inhabits  tnoc-.i  T>m.iu 
vol.  IT.  K  k  "' 
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SEHM.  ceffible  light)  is  beyond  a  creature's  capacity  and  ftate^  aad 
^^^'    yet  belongs  to  him;  NonCj  fiiith  he,  hath  fern  the  Fath»f 

Jobnvi.467^^^  he  which  is  of  God;  he  hathfeen  the  Father:  and, 

Mait.xiji7.  JVbw^  knoweth  the  Father,  hut  the  Son,  and  he  to  u/honh 

foever  the  Son  will  reveal  him.    To  remit  fins  abfolutely 

he  denied  not  to  be  the  property  of  God,  when  his  adver- 

ff*'|f..V-  ^'  faries  thus  objefied  it;  fFho  can  forgive  ^ns,  except  God 
'  only  P  yet  he  aflumed  it  to  himfelf,  and  aflerted  it  by  a 
miracle.  To  fave  alfo  God  declared  to  be  a  peculiar  work 
of  his,  when  he  f^d  it,  and  reiterated  it  in  Ifaiah  and  in  ; 

IfiuzlHi.ii.Hofea  :  I  am  the  Lord,  and  hefide  me  there  is  no  Saviour; 

Hof.Viii.  4.  ''^^^ic'^  ^^  y^^f  aod  which  title,  are  no  lefs  proper  to  oor 
Lord.     In  fine,  briefly,  he  claims  to  himfelf  at  once  die 
John  T.  19.  performance  of  every  divine  work,  when  he  faith.  What" 
foever  the  Father  doeth,  that  alfo  doeth  the  Son  likewife. 
Now  all  this  (late  and  majefty,  all  thefe  glorious  titles, 
DeutYi.15.  attributes,  and  works,  can  we  imagine  that  he  whofe  name 
is  jealous,  as  it  is  in  Exodus  xxxiv.  14.  and  who  is  jealous 
of  his  name,  as  it  is  in  Ezekiel  xxxix.  25.  who  faid  it  once 
Ifa.  riii.  8.  and  again  in  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  that  he  will  not  give  his 
glory  to  another;  can  we  conceive,  I  fay,  that  he  (hould 
communicate  them,  or  fliould  fuffer  them  to  be  afcribed 
to  any  mere  creature,  how  eminent  foever  in  nature  or 
wortli,  how  dear  foever  upon  any  regard  ?  for  indeed  the 
higheft  creature  producible  muft  be  infinitely  diftant  from 
him,  infinitely  inferior  to  him,  infinitely  bafe  and  mean  in 
comparifon  to  him,  as  to  any  true  perfeftion  or  dignity; 
oiJ*  a»  iriA.- nor  therefore  can  any  creature  be  in  nature  capable  of 
tSt,  tuct  r£f  fuch  names,  fuch  charafters,  fuch  prerogatives ;  nor  can 
waxx.»fi,,uf  jj^  ^^    reafon  or  luftice  accept  or  bear  them.   Our  Saviour 
r^i^ir^«r5  therefore,  unto  whom  by  divine  allowance  and  injunSion 
Ch^Tin     *^^^y  ^^^  attributed,   who  willingly  admits   them,  who 
Jok,  i.  18.   clearly  affumes  them  to  himfelf,  is  truly  God. 

5.  Now  the  whole  tenor  of  our  religion  (according  to 
diftates  of  Scripture  mod  frequent  and  obvious)  aflerting 
the  unity  of  God ;  our  Saviour  therefore,  being  God,  muft 
of  neceility  partake  the  fame  individual  eilence  with  God 
his  Father;  and  it  muft  be  certainly  true,  which  he  affirm- 
John  X.  30.  eth  concerning  himfelf;  /  and  the  Father  are  one,  (w  Io-jhict, 
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are  the  lame  thingy  or  one  in  nature;  not  §h  i^f^iv,  the  SERM. 
fiune  in  perfon,  or  manner  of  fubfiftence;)  and  what  he    XXI. 
again  faith ;  He  that  hath  Jeeti  me,  hath  J'een  the  Father  ;  John  xiv, 
and,  /  am  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in  me;  by  the  di-  ^'^^  ^^. 
vine  eflence  common  to  both.  aa.  The 

Yet  hath  he  not  this  effence  from  himfelf,  but  by  com-y^l^iglj^^.^ 
mmiication ;  for,  As  the  Father  hath  life  in  him/elf]  fo  he'^^  temple 
hath  given  the  Son  to  have  life  in  himfelf  And  6  cSv  ^a^  t5  Lamb. 
StSf  he  that  is,  or  hath  his  effence,  yrom  God,  is  the  peri-j^jj^^^  2^^ 
phrafis  he  gives  of  himfelf.     He  is  not  firft  in  order,  as  an  ▼••  *6« 
original,  but  is  the  image  of  the  invifible  God,  (an  image  Col.  i.ij, 
indeed  mod  adequate  and  perfectly  like,  as  having  thejohnziv.9! 
■  very  fame  nature  and  eflence.)     He  is  a^avyaa-fMi  Tr,g  Wfijj,  ^^^-  *•  3* 
(the  effulgency  of  his  Father's  glory,)  and  'xapoLxrriq  -nj^  uro- 
f«0Yc0^,  the  chara&er,  or  exaft  impreffion,  of  his  fulfiance. 
He  is  the  internal  word,  or  mind  of  God,  which  refembles 
him,  and  yet  is  not  different  from  him  :  he  is  the  life,  the 
wifdom,  the  power  of  God ;  which  terms  denote  the  moft 
intrinfic  and  perfeft  unity.     So  the  Apoftles,  by  the  moft 
appofite  comparifons  that  nature  affords,  ftrive  to  adum- 
brate the  ineffable  manner  of  that  eternal  communication 
of  the  divine  nature  from  God  the  Father  to  our  Saviour ; 
the  which  is  that  generation,  whereupon  the  relation, 
about  which  we  fpeak,  is  founded ;  or,  becaufe  of  which 
our  Lord  is  moft  truly  and  properly  called.  The  only  be- 
gotten  Son  of  God.     For,  if  to  produce  a  like  in  any  kind 
or  degree,  be  to  generate ;  then  to  give  a  being  without 
uiydiffimilitude  or  difparity  is  the  moft  proper  generation: 
our  Saviour  therefore  hence  truly  is  the  Son  of  God  the 
Father.    And  that  he  is  fo  only,  that  no  other  beiide  him 
hath  been  ever  thus  begotten,  is  evident ;  for  that  as  no 
reafon  of  ours  could  have  informed  us,  that  our  Saviour 
himlelf  was  thus  begotten,  fo  no  revelation  hath  {hewed 
US  that  any  other  hath  been ;  and  we  therefore  cannot 
without  extreme  temerity  fuppofe  it.     We  are  fufliciently 
-inftrufted  that  all  other  divine  productions,  together  with 
tha  relations  grounded  on  them,  are  different  from  this;  by 
Creadon  things  receive  a  being  from  God  infinitely  diftant 
firom^  infinitely  unequal  and  unlike  to, the  divine  eflence ;  and 
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SERM,  that  JUlatioriy  or  fonfliip,  which  doth  ftand  upcMi  adoptki 
^^^'     and  gcace^  is  wholly  in  kind  difTerent  from  this.    AnA  the! 
conamuiiication  of  the  divine  eflence  jointly  frona  the  Ft- 
ther  and  Son  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  doth  in  manner  (althoi^ 
the  manner  thereof  be  wholly  incomprehenfible  to  us)  fc 
differ  from  this,  that  in  the  Holy  Scripture  (the  only 
guide  of  our  conception^  and  of  our  fpeech  in  matters  of 
this  nature,  far  furpafling  our  reafon)  it  is  never  called  ge- 
neration; and  thereSDre  we  mud  not  prefume  to  tbinkw 
call  it  fo. 
atMunf»mt     Bm  let  fQ  much  fuffice  for  explication  of  the  p<Hnt;  a 
904  MMrkx'i' point  reprefented  in  Scripture  fo  confiderable,  that  thebe- 
Sr5"w^'    lief  thereof  (if  it  have  that  fincerity  and  that  ftrength  as  h 
Tiif  rnf  yi-  to  difpofc  OUT  hcarts  to  a  due  love  and  reverence  of  the    ] 
fiJip^tTli^-^o^  of  God,  attended  with,  or  attefled  to  by,  a  faithful 
«».  CyrU.    obedience  to  his  laws)  doth  raife  us  alfo  to  the  privikgi 

of  becoming  the  fons  of  God,  and  doth  myftically  unite    ij 

us  to  him,  and  elevateth  us  above  the  world ;  fo  doth  St. 

John  i.  12.  John  teach  us;  To  as  many^  faith  he,  as  received  lum, 

(received  him  as  the  Son  of  God,  or  believed  him  to  be 

fo,)  to  l/iem  gave  he  the  power  (or  the  privilege)  to  become 

1  Johniv.   the  Jons  of  God:  and,  IVhoJoevery  faith  he,  Jhall  confefs 

that  Jefits  is  the  Son  of  Gody  God  dwelleth  in  him^  and  he 

iJohnv.  5. 172   God:  and,  IVho^  ikith  he  again,  is  he  that  overcometk 

the  worldy  but  he  that  believeth  that  Jefus  is  the  Son  ^fOodf 

of  fo  great  importance  is  the  point.    Of  which  1  Ihall  only 

now  farther  briefly  propofe  fome  practical  applications. 

1 .  We  may  hence  learn  whence  the  performances  and 

the  fufl'eriiigs  of  Chrift  become  of  fo  high  worth  and  fo 

Mn  ^avfui-  great  efficacy.     IVonder  noty  faith  St.  Cyril  the  Catechifi, 

;x!/i*«r^-*/^^^^  i^'hole  world  was  redeemed ;  for  it  was  not  abate 

ihiyi  ya(    man^  but  the  only  Son  of  God  that  died  for  it.    It  is  not  fo 

«-«  4txof,   (irangc,  that  God's  only  Son's  mediation   ihould  be  fo 

*^^'*"'*f®\*' acceptable  and  fo  efledual  with  God;  that  the  blood  of 

uxse«<r»s-   God's  deareft  Son  (hould  be  fo  precious  in  God's  fight, 

"cyriiL  *^  ^^^^  ^^^  interccHion  of  one  fo  near  him  (hould  be  fo  pre- 

patfck,  13.  valent  with  him.     What  could  God  refufe  to  the  Son 

of  his  love  earneflly  fbliciting  and  fuing  in  our  behalf? 

yvhat  debts  might  not  fo  wh  a  price  difcharge?  what 
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aBger  could  not  fo  noble  a  facrifice  appeafe?  what  juflice  SERM. 
tMyuld  not  fo  full  a  difpenfation  fatisfy  ?  W^  were  not,  St.    XXL 
Peter  teUeth  us,  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  with  iPct.u  ^6, 
fUfoer  or  gold,  (no;  whole  Indies  of  fuch  fluff  would  notl^*    . 
*"        been  fufficient  to  ranfom  one  foul ;)  but  with  the  pre- 
blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  bl^mifh  and 
mniAoui  fpot.    It  was  not,  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews 
remarketb,  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  heifers  ^  that  our  fins  Heb.ix.  19, 
were  expiated,  (no;  whole  hecatombs  would  have  nothing  ^'^'g'**^** 
availed  to  that  purpofe;)  but  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  who  ly 
ihe  eternal  Spirit  offered  up  himfilfjpotlefs  unto  God,  (who 
as  the  eternal  Son  of  God  did  offer  hiinfelf  a  facrifice  not 
to  be  blamed  or  refiifed.)  It  isy  as  St.  John  faith,  the  bloodi  iohn  I  7. 
^  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God^  which  pur  get  h  us  from  all  Jin. 
And  well  indeed  might  a  Perfon  fo  infinitely  noble,  wor- 
thy^ and   excellent)  be   a    fufficient    ranfom   for   whole 
worlds  of  miferable  offenders  and  captives.     Well  might 
his  voluntary  undergoing  fuch  inconveniences  and  infirmi-* 
ties  of  life,  his  fufiering  fo  difgraceful  and  painful  a  death, 
countervail  the  deferved  puniihment  of  all  mankind ;  well 
might  his  fo  humble,  fo  free,  fo  perfe£t  fubmiflfion  to 
Grod's  will  infinitely  pleafe  God,  and  render  him  propitious 
to  us.    fVell  might,  as  St.  Athanafius  fpeaks,  the  very  ap-  'h  7»r«f»«f 
pearing  of  fuch  a  Saviour  in  the  ftejh  be  a  general  ranfom  ^^1^^^^ 
of  Jin,  and  become  falvation  to  every  creature :  the  which  "•'»•»  ^e^» 
St.  Paul  thus  expreffeth  ;  God  fending  his  own  Son  in  the  trmt^ttrnm 
Ukenefs  of  fnful  fiejh,  and  for  fiuy  condemned  fin  in  'A^  ^*/'^''' 
ftejh:  for  if  our  difpleafing,  injuring,  and  difhonouring  him,  Adelpk, 
who  is  fo  great  and  fo  good,  doth  aggravate  our  offence ;  Roro«^»*'3* 
the  equal  excellency  and  dignity  of  the  Perfon,  fubmitting 
in  Our  behalf  to  the  performance  of  all  due  obedience  and 
all  proper  fatisfaftion,  may  proportionably  advance   the 
reparation  offered,  and  compenfate  the  wrong  done  to 
God.    Well  therefore  may  we  believe,  and  fay  with  com^ 
fort,  after  the  Apoflle;  TiV  eyxaXhet  xotret  Tcov  sxAexreov ;  Rom.  Viii^ 
tVho  Jhall  criminate  againjl  the  eleH  of  God  P  it  is  God  ^^' 
that  juftifieth,  (it  is  the  Son  of  God,  it  is  God  himfelf, 
who  fatisfies  divine  juflice  for  us ;)  who  is  there  that  con^ 
demns  P  it  is  Chrift  that  died. 
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SB&iL     a.  We  may  henoe  bo  infomwdj  what 

XXL    adoration  is  dqe  firom  us  to  our  Safknuv  and  wlsy 
John  T.  93.  ^H/^  honour  the  Son^  even  as  w  honour  ihs  Rtiksrg 


Heb.  i.  6.  even  all  the  angeb  muft  wcrjhip  him;  why  aiwry  lAi^f # 
'heaven^  and  earthy  and  boneaih  the  earth  nmft  bemi'ikt 
knee  (that  is,  muft  yield  yeneration  and  obliervaiioe):-lr 
him;  why  by  all  creatures  whatever  the  fame  pin  miiinai 
is  to  be  alcribed,  and  the  fame  adoration  paid  jqpBtlyMi 
Rer.  ▼.  18.  equally  to  God  the  Father  Almighty^  who  Jits  mfiemite 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb,  his  blefled  Son,  whi>7im|faffc# 
his  right  hand.    Such  divine  glory  and  worfflypN^Jwa  W 
.    obliged  to  ]^eld  him^  becaufe  he  is  the  Son  of  God^  em 
in  eOmoeyand  theiefbre  equal  m  majefty,with  hia  Falkn 
were  it  not  fo,  it  would  be  injury  to  God,  and  facrihgn  Is 
do  it;  God  would  not  impart  his  glory,  we  ihouldjMt 
attribute  it  unto  another.    So  this  confidemtion  gioiidh 
our  duty  and  jufiifies  our  praSioe  of  worfluppingr  av 
Ix>rd;  it  alfo  encourages  us  to  perform  it  with  Cpitfa ml 
hope ;  for  thence  we  may  be  aflured,  that  he,  being  the 
Son  of  God  omnifcient,  doth  hear  and  mind  us;  being  dit 
Son  of  God  omnipotent,  he  can  thoroughly  help  and  lave 
us;  being  alfo,  as  fuch,  abfolutely  and  immenfe]ygood,be 
will  be  always  difpofed  to  afford  what  is  good  and  conve- 
nient for  us  in  our  need* 
Titui.4.       3.  We  hence  may  perceive  the  infinite  goodnefi  of 
Eph.  u.  4.  Q^ J  toward  us,  and  our  correfpondent  obligation  to  kwe 
1  John  !▼.  <uid  thankfiilnefs  toward  him.     In  this,  laith  St.  Jd)fl» 
9>  10.        i^Q^  manife/ied  the  love  of  God  toward  us,  becaufe  God 
fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  worlds  that  we  migkt 
live  through  him.   In  this,  adds  he,  is  love,  (love  indeed, 
love  admirable  and  inconceivable,)  not  that  we  loved  God, 
but  that  he  loved  us,  and  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  to  be  a 
propitiation  for  our  fins.     Can  there  be  imagined  any 
equal,  any  like  expreflion  of  kindnefs,  of  mercy,  of  con- 
defcenfion,  as  for  a  prince,  himfelf  glorious  and  happy^ 
moft  freely  to  deliver  up,  out  from  his  own  bofom.  Us 
own  only  moft  dearly  beloved  Son,  to  the  fufiering  moft 
bafe  contumelies  and  moft  grievous  pains  for  the  welfare 
of  his  enemies,  of  rebels  and  traitors  to  him  ?  even  fuch 
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•lb  been  God's  goodnefs  to  us:  the  Son  of  God,  the  SBRM, 

mr  of  eternal  majefty,  was  by  hLs  Father  fent  down    XXI. 

ppm  heaven,  (from  the  bofom  of  his  glory  and  blifs,)  to  """""^""^ 

jilt  on  the  form  of  a  fervant,  to  endure  the  inconveniences 

f  this  mortal  fiate,  to  undergo  the  greateft  indignities 

nd  forrows ;  that  we,  who  were  alienated^  and  enemies  in  Col.  i.  31. 

hr  mind  by  wicked  works,  might  be  reconciled  to  Godj^^ 

lif^t  be  freed  from  wrath  and  mifery ;  might  be  capable 

f  everlading  life  and  falvation :  fuitable  to  fuch  unex- 

raffible  goodnelii  ought  our  gratitude  to  be  toward  God : 

rhat  afie£tionate  fenfe  in  our  hearts,  what  thankful  ac- 

nowledgments  with  our  mouths,  what  dutiful  obfervance 

1  all  our  actions,  doth  fo  wonderful  an  infiance  of  mercy 

nd  goodnefs  deferve  and  require  from  us  ? 

.  4*  This   confideration  may  fitly  ferve  to  beget  in  us 

lOpe  and  confidence  in  God  upon  any  occalions  of  need 

w  difirefs;  to  fupport  and  comfort  us  in  all  our  afiU&ions; 

9r,  He  that  fo  hved  us,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  John  iU.i6. 

br  cur  falvation  and  happinefs,  how  can  we  ever  fufpe& 

am  as  unwilling  to  beftow  on  us  whatever  elfe  (hall  t6 

lit  wifdom  appear  needful  or  convenient  for  us  ?  He  that 

mt  of  pure  charity  and  pity  toward  us  did  part  with  a 

Bwd  fo  ineftimable,  how  can  any  thing  feem  much  for 

dm  to  give  us?  it  is  the  confolatory  difcourfe  of  St.  Paul; 

%,  laith  the  Apoftle,  that  did  not  Jpare  his  own  Son,  but  Rom.  viu. 

leUvered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  Jhall  he  not  with  him^^' 

reely  give  us  all  things  P  all  things  that  we  truly  need, 

il  things  that  we  can  reafonably  defire,  all  things  which 

lie  good  and  fit  for  us. 

5*  St.  John  applieth  this  confideradon  to  the  begetting 
liarity  in  us  toward  our  brethren.  Beloved,  faith  he,  ifi  John  !▼. 
lodfo  loved  us,  (as  to  fend  his  only  begotten  Son  into^^* 
he  world,  that  we  might  live  by  him,)  we  ought  alfo  to 
4»e  one  another.  If  God  fo  lovingly  gave  up  his  only 
Son  for  our  fakes,  what,  (in  grateful  regard  to  him,  in 
ibfisrvant  imitation  of  him,)  what  expreffions,  I  fay,  of 
diarity  and  good-will  ought  we  to  yield  toward  our  bre- 
hren  ?  what  endeavours,  what  goods,  what  life  of  ours 
hoiild  feem  too  dear  unto  us  for  to  expend  or  impart  for 
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8ERM.  thdr  good?  fhall  we  be  unwiDhig  to  til»  any  pMl >e* 
XXL  fuflfer  any  lofs  for  them^  for  wbeip  (together  wkh  oi^-! 
felves)  the  Son  of  God  hath  undeigone  fo  muidi  tmobh|^ 
fo  much  difgrace^  fo  much  baidflup  ?  flail  we,  I  bjf  bOt:. 
uncharitable,  when  the  Son  of  God  hath  laid  upon  us  liidi^ 
an  obligpuiony  hath  fet  befoie  us  foch  an  example? 

6.  This  confideimtion  alfo  may  mform  us,  and  flioidd' 
mind  us,  concerning  the  dignity  of  our  nature  and  of  am- 

.  condition;  and  eonfequently  how  in  refpeft  to  themws 
fliould  behave  ourfelvesr^  If  God  did  fo  much  oonfidor: 
and  value  man,  as  for  his  benefit  to  debafis  his  oalf 
Son;  if  the  Son  of  God  himlelf  hath  deigned  to  aAuM 
our  nature,  and  to  advance  it  into  a  coqunfiion  with  die 
divine  nature,  then  is  man  furely  no  inooafideraUe  or- 
contemptible  thing;  then  fliouId  we  defpife  no  msn, 
whom  God  hath  fo  regarded  and  fo  honoured;  then  oaght- 
we  not  to  negjleA  or  (light  ouHelves :  if  we  were  worthy 
of  God's  fo  great  care,  we  ought  not  to  feem  unworthy  of* 
our  own.  We  ought  to  value  ourfelves,  not  fo  indeed  ss 
to  be  proud  of  fo  undeferved  honour^  but  fo  as  to  be  fen- 
fible  thereof,  and  to  fuit  our  demeanour  thereto.  Refleding 
upon  thefe  things  fhould  make  us  to  difdain  to  do  any 
thing  unworthy  that  high  regard  of  God,  and  that  ho- 
nourable alliance  unto  him.  It  fliould  breed  in  us  noble 
thoughts,  worthy  deiires,  and  all  excellent  difpofitions  of 
Heb. ii.  i4.foul  conformable  to  fucfa  relations;  it  (hould  engage  us 
unto  a  confiant  prance,  befeeniing  them  whom  God 
hath  fo  dignified,  whom  the  Son  of  God  hath  vouchiafed 
to  make  his  brethren :  by  afTe^ling  any  thing  mean  or 
fordid,  by  doing  any  thing  bafe  or  wicked,  we  greatly  under* 
.value  ourfelves,  we  much  difparage  that  glorious  family, 
into  which,  by  the  Son  of  God's  incamaUon,  we  are  infert- 

ffofiiv  ix^H^  Mtviy  vrgog  r^¥  y^y.  Let  us  therefore,  faith  St. 
Chryfo(lom,.^u/  a  philofophy  worthy  of  this  honour;  hav- 
ing nothing  jcommon  with  this  earth.  (In  Job.  i.  Horn.  i8.) 

7.  This  confideration  doth  much  aggravate  all  impiety 
and  (in.  Wilful  fin  upon  this  account  appeareth  not  only 
difobedience  to  our  Creator  and  natural  Lord^  but  enor- 
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IS  offence  againfl  the  infinite  bounty  and  mercy  and  SERM. 
defcenfion  of  our  Saviour;  a  moft  heinous  abuling  the    XXI. 

of  God,  who  came  down  into  this  homely  and  hum- 
flate  on  purpofe  to  bUJs  us,  in  turning  evety  one  of  us  Afti  iii.  «6. 
1  OUT  iniquities;  to  free  us  from  the  grievous  dominion  *°'"'"'"" 

from  the  woful  effeils  of  fin;  we  thereby  fruArate  the 
i  gracious  intentions  of  God,  and  defeat  the  moft  ad- 
ible  projeft  that  could  be  for  our  benefit  and  falvatlon : 
thereby  trample  upon  the  Son  of  God,  recrucify  him,  and  HeK  vi.  6. 
Aim  to  an  open  Jhame:  fo  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews 
!th  us,  implying  the  heinous  guilt  and  fad  confequence 
oingfo;  He,  faith  the  A^Rie,  that  dffpifedMo/es's  law  Heb.i.ia. 
'.  without  mercy  ; — Of  how  muchforer  punijkment,fup- 
■  ye,Jhali  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under 

the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  cove- 
/,  wherewith  he  was fanSified,  an  unholy  thing? 
.  Laflly,  This  confideration  Tnay  ferve  to  beget  in  us 
igh  efteem  of  the  difpenfation  evangelical,  and  hearty 
million  thereto.  Almighty  God,  (as  is  fignified  in  the 
able,)  after  feveral  provifions  for  the  good  of  mankind^  t-uiie  "«• 

feveral  inelTages  from  heaven  to  the  world  here,  did 
lad  fend  his  Son,  with  this  expeftation ;  Surely  they 
I  reverence  my  Son  :  and  furely  much  rcafon  he  had  to 
cA  the  greateft  reverence  to  be  yielded  to  his  perfon ; 

readied  credence  and  obedience  to  his  word.  For  if 
r  declaration  of  God  concerning  his  will,  or  our  duty, 
icever  proceeding  from  him,  (either  by  di£Ute  of  natu- 

reafon,  or  by  the  inftraflion  of  prophets,  or  by  the 
liftry  of  angeU,}  ought  to  be  entertained  with  great  re- 
ft and  obfervance ;  much  more  ftiould  the  overtures  of 
ateft  mercy  and  &vour  exhibited  by  his  own  Son  (on 
rpofe  fent  unto  us  to  difcover  them)  be  embraced  with 
;heft  regard,  and  humbleft  reverence,  and  moft  hearty 
Dpliance.  It  is  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  his  dif- 
irie  and  inference ;  Therefore,  (faith  he,  therefore,  Utb.  i.  i. 
Mufe  God  hath  in  thefe  tqft  times  Jpoken  unto  us  by  Aw"'  '■  '* 
V,)  we  ought  mtftavtrifaif  v^^nv,  to  give  more  (abun- 
it,  or  more)  earnefi  heed  to  the  things  which  we  have 
trd}  for,  fubjoina  he,  howjhail  we  efcape,  if  we  negleH 
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SSRM.ya  great  fdvatum;  which  atfir/l  b^m  to  ttfjMw  %  (m^\ 
XXI.   Lord^  md  was  confirmed  umiq  us  by  thmm  thai  heard  hml-, 

.  tiv  filw,  net  kBi(Mrfii9  voifo-cdjMy.  ConiiauaUjf  ther^we  r§r. 
volvis^  and  recaunimg  thefeihingSf  lei  us  deanfe  ear  UfSf 
and  make  it  bright:    fo  we  conclude  with   gcxrf  St 

Vide  Chfyf.  Chryfoftom. 

^alcT  Ahmghty  Oodf  who  h^  given  us  thji  only  begaiiem  Sm 
to  take  our  nature  upon  hsmj  grant  thai  we  bamg  regem 
raie,  and  made  thy  children  by  adt^iion  and  grace,  «iy 
dfdly  be  renewed  by  thy.  Holy  Spirii,  tkromjh  ike  fame  aa 
Lard  Jejus  Ckrift,  whe  Uveth  and  r^gneth'u^  thee  and 
the  fame  Spiriip  ever  one  God,  world 
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Eph.  iv.  5. 

One  Lord. 

S  the  name  of  God  (truly  common  to  all  three  PerfonB  SERH. 
he  BlefTed  Trinity)  13  (not  in  way  of  exclulion,  but)  ac-  XXII. 
ding  to  a.  myfterious  peculiarity  (hot'  alxoMjiJav,  in  way  ^je  ii.  n| 
difpenfalion,  accommodated  to  our  inllru^on,  as  the'oi  If  XfH 
«k  Fathers  exprefs  it)  attributed  to  God  the  Father, ""'  ^^"^ 
0  is  the  Fountain  of  the  Deity,  and  lirft  in  order  among 

divine  Perfons ;  To  likewife  is  the  name  Lordf  truly 
]mon  to  the  other  Perfons,  peculiarly  (though  alfo  not 
lulii'ely)  afciibed  and  appropriated  imto  God  the  Son ; 
>  therefore  in  the  ftyle  of  the  New  Teftament,  which 
re  fully  hath  revealed  him,  is  called  fometimes  abfO- 
:ly  Lord,  fometimes  the  Lord  Jefus,  fometimes  our 
d ;  to  acknowledge  and  call  him  fo,  being  the  efpecial 
y,  and  the  diftinSive  mark  or  character  of  a  Chrillian  : 

to  us,  as  there  is  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  and  orie 
'y  Spirit,  fo  there  is,  as  St.  Paul  here  in  my  text  dolh 
.  one  Lord.  And  otherwhere;  There  ire  (ffuth  he,  there  1  Cdr-Tiii. 
according  to  popular  ellimation  and  worldly  ufe)  gods  *'  ' 
ly,  and  lords  many}  but  to  us  there  ts  one  God  the  Fh- 
;  and  one  Lord  Jejiis  Chri/i.  Hence  to  call  upon  the 
le  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrill  (that  is,  by  confellion  and 
5tice  to  acknowledge  him  our  Lord)  pves  a  periphrasis, 
tefcription  of  a  Chriftiaiij  (To  thec^a-cha/Godtbatit]^^^-^^ 
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SBRBL  in  Cmnth,f(mmjM  m  Ckrifi  Jefiu^  called  io  ImJkmU^  li» 

XXII,  get  her  with  all  that  call  upon  thenaime  of  ike  LoirdJ^ 

Chrtft  in  every  place;  that  is,  together  with  all  Chri&M 

everywhere;  fo  doth  St.  Paul  infciibe his  firft  EpifUe  to  tkl 

1  CcMT.  zU.  CorinthianB ;)  whence,  No  num,  faith  he  in  the  fiune  EpiflH 

^  can  call  Jefus  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghofl;  that  is,  no 

man  can  heartily  embrace  Chriftianity  without  the  gn- 

.  cious  aflSftance  c^  God's  Holy  Spirit.  The  reafon  of  which 

appellation  being  fo  peculiarly  attributed  unto  ChnU^ 

may  be^  for  that,  befide  the  natural  right  unto  dominioi 

over  U8,  neceflarily  ajq^ertaining  to  him  as  our  God,  who 

bath  made  us,  and  doth  preferve  us,  there  are  divers  other 

Telpe6b  and  grounds  fupervenient,  and  accruing  to  Ua 

firom  what  he  hath  undertaken,  performed,  and  undergone 

for  us,  in  Ipontaneous  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  \m 

Father,  upon  which  alfo  the  title  of  Lord  is  due  unio 

him :  the  which  to  declare  firft,  then  to  aj^Iy  them  nolo 

•   our  prance,  (hall  be  the  fubjeft  and  fcope  of  our  prefent 

difcourfe. 

In  whalfoever  notion  we  take  the  word  Lord,  either 
as  a  prince  over  fubje6ts,  or  as  a  mafter  over  fervants,  or 
as  an  owner  of  goods,  or  as  a  preceptor  and  prefident 
over  difciples,  or  as  a  leader  and  captain  to  followers^  or. 
as  a  perfon  fingularly  eminent  above  inferiors,  he  is  ac- 
cording to  all  fuch  notions  truly  our  Lord* 

According  to  whatever  capacity  we  di(Un6Uy  or  ab- 
ftraAively  confider  him,  either  as  the  Son  of  God^  or  as 
the  Son  of  many  or  as  Wv^^onro^,  (jointly  God  and  many 
united  in  one  perfon,)  as  Jefus  our  Saviour,  as  the  Chrift  of 
Godf  he  is  our  Lord. 

If  we  examine  all  imaginable  foundations  of  juft  domi- 
nion, eminence  in  nature  and  power,  the  collation  of 
being  or  prefervation  thereof,  donation,  conqueft,  par- 
chafe,  merit,  voluntary  compaA ;  upon  all  thefe  he  hath  a 
right  of  lordfliip  orer  us  duly  grounded. 

I.  He  is,  I  fay,  firft,  our  Lord  according  to  every  notion 
and  acception  of  the  word  Lord. 

He  is  our  Prince  and  Governor,  we  are  his  fubjeAs  and 
Heb.  i.  e.   vaflals ;  for  to  him  it  was  laid.  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for 
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ever  and  ever;  ihefceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  righl  feeptre.  SERM. 
Of  him  it  was  prophelieil,  that  ike  government  Jhouid  ie    "" 
upon  his  Moulder,  and  that  of  the  increa/e  of  his  govern- it.  ix.t,i. 
munt  and  peace  there  Jhouid  be  no  end;  he  19  the  King  af 
Ifraelt  or  of  the  Church,  who,  as  the  angel  told  the  blelled 
Virgin,  yloW  reiga  over  the  kovfe  of  Jacob  for  ever  and  ever. 
God  hath  given  him  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church. 
So  is  he  a  Prince  mod  abfolute,  endued  with  fovereignLukcLBa. 
right  and  power,  crowned  with  glorious  nrnjedy,  enjoying  ^  coi!  »v. 
all  preeminences,  and  exercifing  all  a£ts  Tuitable  to  regal  37- 
<l*g»'ly)  >i>  refpe^l  to  all  things,  and  particularly  in  regard 
lo  us. 

He  alfo  ia  our  Mailer,  and  we  are  his  fervants ;  the  >  l*^™-  "'■ 
Church  is  a  houfe  and  family,  whereof  he  is  the  oixoGht-  Min.  nir. 
nrig;,  or  houfeholder ;  If,  faith  he,  they  have  called  (^  <*■"•»*• 
Majier  of  the  houfe  Beelxxbub  how  much  more  thofe  of  his 
JuufekoldP  (rwf  oiKiaxv;  auTS,^amu/(]j  e^W,  his  domellics,  or 
menial  fervants.)    Ml  the  family  in  heaven  and  earth  are  E^- tU- Xi- 
named  of  him,  faith  St.  Paul;  that  is,  the  whole  Church 
(both  triumphant  above  in  heaveit,  and  militant  here  on 
earth)  ia  hia  family,  or  called  the  family  of  him,  as  of  its 
Lord.     Chriji,  faith  the  Apodle  to  the  Hebrews,  is  as  aHeb.  iiUft. 
Jon  over  his  houfe,  wliofe  houfe  are  we :  He  that  is  called  i  Cor.  *ii. 
Jree  ts  afervtmt  of  Chrift  ;  and,  Weferve  the  Lord  Chri'l :  ^  „;_  „_ 
and,  We  have  a  Mqfter  in  heaven,  faith  St.  Paul :  S/f^«f,EplI.»U.' 
laith  our  Lord  himfelf,  is   that  fervant,  whom  his  ^rt^Mui!  iitiT. 
earning  Jhall find fo  doing ;  that  is,  whom  Cknjl,  our  Ijord,  «*■ 
coming  to  judgment,  fhall  find  difcharging  his  duty  faith- 
fully.    He  indeed  aa  a  good  Mader  govemeth,  ordcreth, 
and  maintaineth  his  family  well;  fumiflieth  and  feedeth 
it  with  all   neceflary   provisions ;  protedeth   it  from  all 
want  and  all  mifchief;  appointeth  to  every  one  therein  1  Cor- ill. ». 
hia  due  work  and  fervice,  and  payeth  to  each  his  ducji^.  ^1.  * 
wages  and  recompence.  "• 

He  ia  alfo  our  Owner,  or  the  Pofleffor  and  Proprietary 
of  us ;  The  Lord  that  bought  us,  as  St.  Peter  calls  him ;  a  Pet.  ii.  i. 
and  confequently,  who  poflefTeth  and  enjoyeth  us.  tVe  are  1  coi.  tI. 
not  our  own,  faith  St.  Paulj/or  we  were  bought  with  a  price :  ^;  '**•  "'" 
wb^oce  we  are  become  entirely  fubje&  to  hia  difpolid. 
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.  ft^Rlf.      He  likewife  is  our  Pmcepior,  or  Teabher)  thkt  %« 
XXII.   Lord  of  our  underftandingy  whidi  n  fiibjeft  to  the  WM 
rf  his  difiates ;  and  the  Lord  of  our  praAice^  whiBhitw 
John  siii.   be  direfted  by  bis  precepts.    Ye,  laith  he^  caU  me  Mi^KHA 
***  and  lard,  {hUnrnkw,  nmi  xSpm,  Do&or  and  Lord,)  anim 

^ Mttt  Jodiu/Ziy  well,  for  fo  lam:  and.  Be  jfenoi  caUedmafterif  (jdp\ 
^      '^         mffftprei,  gvudes  in  doftrine,)  for  one  is  your  JM!;^,  ^ 
%Obi*%.i.Ckrift:  and.  Every  ikeughi  of  oars,  fidth'St.  Panl^if  l>{ 
-be  captieaied  to  the  obedience  of  Chrifl.  Such,  aa  iofiffiU^  I 
mUk^  and  peife&ly  Veradons,  he  neceflbrity  is  unto  sk^  | 
Johai.     '^h  he  is,  as  lent  on  purpoie  by  God  to  enl^teaMJ 
Lake L  70-  minds  with  the  knowle^^  of  heavenly  truth,  and  togeik  i 
wr  feet  into  the  wags  of  peace  $  wh^ice  we  cannot  but  be  | 
-dbl^ed  to  embrace  his  do&ine,  and  to  obferve  die  ridfli  I 
wUch  he  prefinribeth'Us.  '^ 

He  is  therefore  aUb  our  CSaptain  and  Leader ;  whofe  oidto 
we  muft  dbferve;,  whole  conduft  we  fliould  ibDow,  whslb 
pattern  we  are  to  regard  and  imitate  in  «n  tldngs t  befc 
1  Pet  ii.  31.  ftyled  cipx^^  ericas,  the  Captain  of  our  faith;  ^fXVf^  9"%i 
iiAo .*"  ^*  '^  Captain  of  our  life;  app^ijyjj  c-ernjqlas,  the  Captain  oj 
Aasiii,i5,our  falvation;  etg^twolfnyiv,  our  chief  Shepherd,  the  jipofikf 
I  J^iUii, and  High  Prie/l  ofourprofejffion;  the  Bijhop  ofourfnds. 
hJk  '"  1  '"  ^"®'  ^^^  according  to  what  St.  Paul  fays,  h  muri  wfo- 
Col.  i.  18.  Tfuai,  hath  in  all  things  the  primacy  and  preeminence;  fo 
•that    according    to    all   notions  and  fenfes   of  hrdJUp 
he  is  our  Lord ;  but  chiefly  he  is  meant  fuch  in  the  pria- 
cipal  fenfe,  as  having  an  abfolute  right  and  power  •  to  cobh 
mand  and  govern  us. 

n.  Chrifl  is  alfo  our  Lord  according  to  every  capsdtj 
or  refpe£k  of  nature  or  office,  that  we  can  confider  apper- 
tidning  to  him. 

I.  He  is  our  Lord  as  hy  nature  the  Son  of  God,  partaking 
of  the  divine  eflence  and  perfections:  he  as  fuch  being  en- 
dued with  eminence  fuperladve  and  with  power  irrefifiiUe; 
as  fuch  having  created  all  things,  and  upholding  all  things; 
whence  all  things  neceflarily  and  jufUy  are  fubje&  to  his 
order  and  difpofal;  all  things  according  to  all  right  and  res* 
fon  are  to  be  governed,  poflefled,  and  ufed  according  to 
bis  pleafure.   Hence  is  that  moft  auguft  and  moft 
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name,  JEHOVAH,  (denoting  either  independency  and  in-  SBRM. 
defe£k]bility  of  fubiiftence,  or  uncontrollable  and  infallible   XXII. 
eflScacy  in  operation,  or  both  of  them  together;  which 
therefore  is  by  the  Greek  interpreters  fitly  rendered  Kipio^y 
and  after  them  Lord  by  our  tranflators ;  for  the  word  xu^sv 
doth  fignify  to  fubfift,  and  xtJpoj  is  ufed  to  denote  efficacy, 
imtification,  ftedfafl  power  or  authority)  ailigned  to  him ; 
This  is  his  name  whereby  he  Jhall  be  called,  JEH0FAH3tt.xxm.u 
OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS,  faith  Jeremiah  of  him :  and, 
/  will  have  mercy  upon  the  houfe  ofJudahy  and  will  Jave  Hot.  i.  7. 
ibem  by  Jehovah  their  God,  faith  God  in  Hofea  concerning 
the  falvation  accomplifhed  by  him:  and  in  the  Prophet 
2Eechariah  he  thus  fpeaks  of  himfelf ;  Sing  and  rejoice,  OZech.z.19. 
daughter  ofZion;for,  lo,  I  come,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  mid/ijl^^^  ^ 
of  thee,  and  thou  Jkalt  know  that  the  Lord  of  hq/is  hath^^*''^ 
fent  me  unto  thee:  where  it  is  faid,  that  Jehovah,  being apudlrei^ 
fent  by  Jehovah,  (hould  come  and  dwell  in  the  Church,*"-  *• 
lenlarged  by  acceflion  of  the  Gentiles :  who  can  that  be, 
btit  oiur  Lord  Chrift,  who  dwelt  among  us,  and  was  by 
God  his  Father  fent  unto  us  ?  And  what  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
-Hient  is  fpoken  of  .fehovah  is  by  infallible  expk>iitors  in  the 
New  attributed  to  our  Lord;  San&ify  Jehovah  Sabaoth,iauYuL  19,, 
mnd  he  Jhall  be  for  a  Jione  of  Jlumbling,  and  for  a  rock  of^^    .. 
qffjBfice;  (o  did  Ifaiah  fpeak;  and  his  words  are  by  St.  Rom.iz.38. 
Peter  and  by  St.  Paul  applied  to  Chrijl.     JVhofoever  ^aW.J^i,"xf  9I 
call  upon  the  name  of  Jehovah  Jhall  be  delivered;  fo  did  10,  ra. 
the  Prophet  Joel  foretell  concerning  the  latter  days ;  and  Matt.  Hi.  9. 
St.  Paul  accommodates  it  to  the  falvation  obtained  by  J*"'^  !•*•'• 
oonfeffing  the  name  of  Ohrift.   In  Malachi,  Jehovah  faith,  Luke  ril.  *^ 
that  he  would  fend  his  mejfenger  to  prepare  his  way  *€/ore  J^l^*  *'^ 
him;  this,  according  to  the  Evangelifts'  interpretation,  was 
verified  in  St«  John  the  Baptift's  preparing  the  way  before 
our  Saviour.     Likewife,  what  Ifaiah  f^d.  The  voice  of 
khn  that  cried  in  the  wildemej's.  Prepare  the  way  ofJeho- 
vakj  is  by  all  the  Evangelifts  applied  to  the  Baptift,  as  the 
ptnce  crying,  and  to  our  Saviour,  as  the  Lord  coming: 
Ckrifi  therefore  is  the  Lord  Jehovah,  independent  and  im» 
mutable  in  eflence  and  in  power. 

The  word  Adon  alfo,  which  more  immediately  and 
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SERM.  properly  doth  fignify  dominion,  (and  wliich  put  ab(bliitel;f 

XXJI.   doth  belong  to  God^)  is  plauily  attributed  to  our  Saviour. 

Pf.  ex.  1.     '^^  Lord  (Jehovah)  Jaid  to  my  Lord  {le  Adonai;)  that  if, 

Matt.  xxii.  God  the  Father  to  Chrift  tlie  Son,  yet  Lord  of  David,  as 

Mai.  iii.  i.  ouf  Saviour  himfelf  expounds  it.     And,   The  Lord  (ic 

Adon)Jhall  come  to  his  temple;  fo  in  Malachi  it  is  prophe- 

fied  concerning  the  coming  of  Chrift.     According  to  this 

John  ZZ.38.  notion  was  it,  that  St.  Thomas,  being  by  our  Saviour's 

refirrredtion  convinced  of  his  divinity,  cried  out.  My  God, 

and  my  Lord :  in  this  fenfe  it  was,  that  St.  Peter  called 

our  Saviour  Lord,  when  he  afcribed  omnifcience  to  him, 

John  xxi.    faying,  Lord,  thou  knotueji  all  things^  thou  kfioweft  thai  I 

^^*  love  thee.     Upon  this  account,  St.  John  the  Baptift  laid, 

John  Hi. 81.-'^^  /Aa/  Cometh  from  above  is  above  all  things,  which  St 

1  Cor.  zv.    Paul  exprelTeth  thus ;  The  Jecond  man  is  the  Lord  from 

*^*  heaven.     So  is  Chrift,  as  he  is  God,  our  Lord* 

2.  He  is  alfo  our  Lord,  as  man,  by  the  voluntary  v^ 

pointment  and  free  donation  of  God  his  Father ;  in  regaid 

to  the  excel Itxicy  of  his  Perfon,  and  to  the  merit  of  his 

performances.     God   did  by  gift  and  delegation  confer 

upon  him  a  fupereminent  degree  of  dignity  and  authority, 

with  power  to  execute  the  moft  lordly  ads  of  enacting,  of 

difpcnfing  with,  and  of  abrogating  laws ;  of  judging,  of 

remitting  offences;  of  dirf>en(ing  rewards,  and  of  punifhing 

tranfgrcflbrs.     The  Scripture  is  copious  and  emphatical  in 

declaring  this  point  both  in  general  terms  and  with  refpect 

Aas  ii.  36.  to  particulars.     Let  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  faith  St.  Peter, 

know  ajjuredly,  that  God  hath  mctde  him  I^rd  and  Chrift, 

John  xvii.  evefi   this  Jefiis,  whom  ye  did  crucify :   and.    Thou  haji 

Lukcx.  32.fi^"'^^'  A/w  power  over  all  flejh:  All  things  are  delivered 

Msit.x\.*i7.unto  me  by  my  Fathei' :  All  power  is  given  me  in  heaven, 

John  iii  05.  ^^'^  Upon  earth :  The  Father  hath  loved  the  Son,  and  liath 

xiii.  3.        given  all  things  into  his  hand;  faith  he  concerning  him- 

Phil.  ii.      felf:  and.  Being  found  in  fa/hion  as  a  man,  he  humbM 

himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 

of  the    crofs:    wlwrefore    God  alfo   hath   highly   exalted 

him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name, 

that  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  Jhould  bow  —  awd 

thai  every  tongue  fhould  confefs  that  Jefus  is  the  Lord: 
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tad,  GW  rdi/ed  htm  from  the  dead,  and  fet  him  at  his  SERH. 
right  hand  in  the  heavtnly  placet,  far  above  all  principality,  !' - 

kfd  power,  and  might,  arui  dominion,  and  every  name  t Aa^  Eph.  i.  so. 
ii  named,  not  onh/  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in  that  which  is  to^^*^'^^^' 
vome;  and  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  gave  him 
to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church:  and,  IVefee  Jefus,  Heb.ii.  9. 
who  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  for  the  fuffer- 
ing  of  death,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour:  and,  TAcrct.*.  tg. 
Lamb   which   was  /lain  is  worthy  to  receive  power,  and 
nckes,  and  wifdom,  and  Jlrertgtk,  and  honour,  and  bUffing: 
and,  HHten  the  Son  of  mantis  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory,  M«t.  xiz. 
yajkalljit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of^^^l"' 
Jfrtul,     In  which  places,  as  in  others  of  the  fame  impor- 
tuice,  it  is  fignified  generally,  that  befide  the  doininion, 
natUtsUy  belonging  to  our  Saviour  as  God,  there  hath 
been  conferred  on  him,  as  man,  an  univeHal  dominion  over 
rU  things  in  regard  to  what,  as  man,  he  did  and  fufiered ; 
■nd  that  in  him,  as  the  Apoftie  to  the  Hebrews  obferveth 
and  difcourfeth,  that  hath  been  fignally  fulfilled,  which  the 
Pfalanft  acknowledgetfa,  and  praifeth  God  for,  in  relpe£t 
to  man;  Thou  crownedji  him  with  glory  and  honour,  andHeb.u.7,s. 
Ji^  fet  him  over  the  works  of  thy  hand,  and  didjl put  all^^^'''' 
things  m  Jubjeftion  under  his  feet.     In  him  alfo  was  ac- 
«oaifJiflied  the  prophetical  vifion  of  Daniel ;  Ifaw  in  theXHiu^iU 
iight  vi/ions,  and,  behold,  otie  like  the  Son  of  man — And  there  *''  ^*' 
was  given  htm  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that 
all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  fltould  feme  him:  his  do- 
wiiuon  M  an  everlaJHng  dominion,  which  Jhall  not  pqfs  away, 
and  his  kingdom  that  which  Jhall  not  be  dejlroyed.     It  is 
aUb  particularly  exprefled  of  him,  that  to  him,  as  man,  is 
conrautted  a  power  legiOatiTe;  I  fay  unto  you,  I  command 
you,  is  the  flyle  he  commonly  ufed :  and.  The  Son  of  man,  John  xt. 
bid  be,  ti  Lord  of  thefabbatb;  (that  is,  hath  a  power  to '"'  "•  "' 
^penfe  with  the  obfen-ation  thereof,  or  to  abrogate  the 
pofitive  law  concerning  it  j  which  by  parity  of  reafon  in- 
fen  8  geiteral  power  of  conffituting  and  refctnding  laws  of 
the  like  nature.)     The  prerogative  alfo  of  remitting  Ms 
waf  ^Tcn  Inm ;  That  ye  may,  faith  he,  know  tliat  the  Son  Mmtt.  ii.  n. 
of  i»»«i  kalh  pnuer  on  eartj^  to  forgive  fns,  {then  faith  he   "  "''  ^*" 
VOL.  IV.  L  1 
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SERM.  to  thejick  ofthepal/y,)  Arife,  take  up  thy  bed^ahd  umik: 
XXII.    and,  The  God  of  our  fathers,  faith  St.  Peter,  hath  rwfei 

Aas  V.  30,  ^^f^^f  whom  ye  Jlew,  and  hanged  on  a  tree;  him  hath  Goi 

*i*  exalted  with  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Sammw,  U 

give  repentance  unto  Ifrael,  and  remiffion  of  fins.  The  ad- 
miniflration  of  juftice  and  judgment  he  thus  alfo  hath; 

A6b  z.  49.  for  he  is,  oopio-fxivo;  uiro  rv  Of £1  xpirij;,  ordained  by  God  tht 
judge  of  quick  afid  dead;  God  hath  appointed  to  judge  the 
world,  if  Mg)  w  flopio-f,  by  the  man  whom  he  hath  ordamed: 

John  V.  99|  The  Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judg* 

*^'  mefit  to  the  Son — and  hath  given  him  authority  to  execute 

judgment  alfo,  Sri  vio§  av^goows  hfi'  becaufe,  or  wheieaSi  h 
is  the  Son  of  man :  fo  alfo  for  the  prerogative  of  iMii- 

Mitt.  ztL   buting  rewards  and  infii£ting  punifhments ;   The  Scm  rf 

^^'  man,  taith  he,  Jhall  come  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  wiA 

his  angels,  and  reward  every  man  according  to  his  wori 
Thus  by  emphatical  expreffion  it  is  fignified,  that  Chiiflf 
as  man,  is  our  Iy)rdy  by  God's  appointment  and  donation. 
We  may  alfo  confider,  that  our  Saviour,  as  the  Son  of 
David,  and  confequently  by  a  right  of  fucceilion,  accord- 
ing to  divine  ordination,  as  King  of  Ifrael,  (to  the  which 

Hcb.  xii.  all  Chriftians  are  become  profelytes ;  for,  cr^oa-cAiiXu^arf 
^im  ogsi,  Ye  are  profelytes  to  Mount  Sion,  and  to  the  cUji 
of  the  living  God,  tfie  heavenly  Jenfalem,  faith  the  Apoftlc 
to  the  Hebrews,)  is  our  Lord ;  according  to  that  of  the 

Luke  i.89.  angel  to  the  bleffed  Virgin;  Hefhall  be  great,  and  Jhall  k 
called  the  Son  of  the  Highe/i;  and  the  Lord  God  Jhall  git'^ 
him  the  throne  of  David  his  Father;  and  he  Jhall  reign  0^ 

!&.  ix.  7.  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  for  ever  and  ever :  Of  the  increafe  of  his 
'  goverjiment  there  Jhall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  Davii) 
and  upon  his  kingdom  to  order  it,  and  to  e/labli/h  it  with 
judgment  and  with  jiiftice  Jrom  henceforth  even  for  ever:  fo 
Ifaiah  foretold  of  him ;  and  many  like  paflages  occur  in  , 
other  prophets. 

3*  He  alfo  confidered  as  ^eiv^poo%os  (as  God  and  man, 
united  in  one  Perfon)  is  plainly  our  Lord.  For  whatever 
naturally  did  appertain  to  God,  whatever  freely  was  (in 
way  of  gift  or  reward)  communicated  to  man,  doth  accrue 
to  the  Perfon^  and  is  attributed  thereto,  in  coufequence  of 
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tbe  union  hypoftatical^  or  perfonal.    It  was  indeed  by  vir-  S£RM« 
tue  thereof^  that  the  man  Chri/l  Jefus  became  capable  of  XXII. 
fi>  hi^  preferments  j  wherefore  moll  properly  upon  tbiaJ  " 

Mnfideration  is  Chrift  the  Lord  of  ally  as  St.  Peter  ftyles  Aat  z.4«« 
lum  >  having  alt  things  {him  only  excepted,  who  didfubjeil  1  Cor.  xr. 
all  things  to  him)  put  under  his  feet  4 

43  If  we'  alfo  confider  him  as  JefitSi  oiir  Saviour^  that 
notion  doth  inyolve  ads  of  dominion^  and  thence  refulteth 
a  title  thereto :  nothing  more  becomes  a  Lord,  than  to 
proteft  and  lave ;  none  better  deferves  the  right  and  the 
.name  of  a  Lord,  than  a  Saviour;  wherefore  tliofe  titles 
are  well  conjoined;  lam  the  Lord,  and  lefide  me  there  t5Ifa.xliii.1u 
no.  Saviour,  faith  God  in  Ilaiah  of  himfelf ;  and.  Him,  hathkOM  t.  ai. 
.  God  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour  to  his  right  hand, 
tilth  St.  Peter  concerning  Jefus. 

5.  Likewife  if  he  be  conlidered  as  the  Chrift,  that  efpe- 
tiblly  implieth  him  anointed,  and  confecrated  to  fovereign 
dominion,  a?  king  of  the  Church  :  well  therefore  did  the 
a^gel  exprefs  his  joyful  meflage  when  he  told  the  Ihep- 
berda ;  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy^  which  JhaUUkt  \l  11. 
he  to  aU people;  for  unto  you  is  bom  this  day  in  the  city 
^  David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrift  the  Lord:  and  St. 
Peter  well  joined  them,  faying,  Let  all  the  houfe  ofJfraelhBs  ii  sd. 
know  ajfuredly,  that  God  hath  made  that  fame  Jefusfwhom 
f/e  have  cruc^ed,  both  Lord  and  Chrift.  Thus  in  all  refpe£^s 
u  Chrift  our  Lord. 

III.  Let  us  alfo  farther  briefly  furvey  the  feveral 
grounds  upon  which  dominion  may  be  built,  and  we  fhall 
Ibe  that  upon  all  accounts  he  is  our  Lord, 

I.  ^An  uncontrollable  power  and  ability  to  govern  is 
one  certmn  ground  of  dominion  ;  he  that  is  endued 
thereMdth,  it  is  neceflary  that  we  (hould  fubmit  to  him,  it 
it  reafonable  willingly  to  admit  him  for  our  Lord :  per- 

tJi^tM9,  i^ttrm  mmrii  f  wri*  •«'ilil«»r<.     Pint,  in  Pelop. 

TTyiiiiii  yMV  JUi  rf  M^rrtn  umrk  fvriy  kyur^tu  ru/  %ii^Mt.     Clem.  Alex, 
Sirmm.  vii.  (p.  506.) 

9,  4. 
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SERM.  fons  fo  qualified,  Ariflotle  teUeth  us,  hurt  a  mttnnA  tide 

XXII.   to  dominion;  as,  on  the  oontrary,  perfbos  weak,  f* 

powtfr  or  in  udfdom,)  unable  to  proteft  theinfelfos,  aid 

unfit  to  manage  things,  are  naturally  fubjefts  and  feraoilii 

This  ground  emiilently  agrees  to  him,  as  being  by  natme 

the  Almighty  God,  who  can  do  all  things^  whom  notUq 

Johnsui.3.can  refift;  and  alfo  for  that  all  things  are  given  ini9  kk 

hand,  all  things  are  put  under  his  feet.    Hence  he  ii  mel 

Matt  zvi.  able  to  proteft  us ;  the  gaies  ofhM  eammi  prevail  agmjfi 

John  z  98  ^  Church;  none  eon  Jkalch  us  imi  tf  his  hand;  he  u 

Hcb.¥iL  9ft!  a£i^  iofave  to  the  uitermojl  them  that  come  to  God  lAfMfgi 

htmm 

%.  To  make,  to  preferve^  to  provide  and  difpenfe  maii- 

tenance,  are  alfo  clear  grounds  of  dommion ;  for  ^RHbat  on 

we  more  juftly  clwn  domiiuon  over,  than  over  our  am 

.  inventions  and  works;  over  that  which  we  O0BtinnaDj 

keep  and  nouriih;  over  that  which  vtiiolly  depends  vfoa 

A6b  xrii.    u8,  and  fubfifis  merely  by  our  pleafure  ?  Since  then  si 

Atffi  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being;  fince  we  haie 

derived  all  our  being  from  him,  (our  being  natmal  u 

Heb.  i.  a.   men,  and  fjMntual  as  Chriftians,)  and  are  by  him,  who  t^ 

j^'n'zvf  3.  holdeth  all  things,  fuft^ned  therein ;  fince,  as  to  all  oar 

aCor.iii.  5. powers  and  in  all  our  a£Uons,  we  depend  upon  him;  for 

without  him  we  can  do  nothings  and  all  owr  Jiifficiency  v 

of  him;  he  furely  is  our  Lord,  having  an  abfolute  right 

to  difpofe  of  us,  to  order  us,  and  to  ufe  us,  according  to 

his  difcretion  and  pleafure.    We  thence  have  reafon  to 

reader  that  acknowledgment  of  the  elders  in  the  Reve- 

KcT.  iv. ii.IaUon  to  him;  Worthy  art  thoUy  0  Lord,  to  receive  the 

glory,  and  the  honour,  and  the  power;  for  thou  hqfi.  created 

all  things,  and  for  thy  will  they  are,  and  they  were  ere' 

ated;  to  confefs  and  celebrate  him  as  our  Lord,  for  that, 

Hkl.  c.  3.   as  it  is  in  the  Pfalm,  It  is  he  that  made  us,  and  not  we 

ourfelves;  we  are  his  people,  and  the  Jheep  of  his  pqfture, 

^Thus  by  birth,  and  privilege  of  nature,  as  the  Son  of 

b  y^tn^  fv^u  Ku^ff  Mtii  fi*0iXtht  iuhtf  Jtv  tb^  trt  ArfrrlAJUnu  ftmXkm  7^ 

•Ii,  «wm  tutt  rirt  uttrk  riftut  fnminrmt'  mat  XtHTfm^fitw^s  wdjnmg  ymvm  ^  In* 
Zmmw  m}  HM^f  Ky^.    Ath,  Orat,  Ui.  im  Ar^  pag*  3S5« 
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tbe  uoton  fayponatical,  or  perfbnal.  It  was  indeed  by  vir-  SERM. 
tue  thereof,  that  the  man  Chri/i  Jeftn  became  capable  of  XXII. 
ta  hi^  preferments ;  wherefore  moft  properly  upon  tjus  ' 

.  Aonfideration  ia  Chrift  the  Lord  of  all,  as  St.  Peter  (lyleSAa«s.aa. 
fain) }  havir^  all  things  (Aim  ot^  excepted,  who  didJvhjeSi  <  c^-  ^• 
ail  things  to  Aim)  put  nadar  his  feet. 

4i  If  we*  alfo  confider  him  as  Jejus,  our  Saviour,  that 
notion  doth  involve  a&s  of  dominion,  and  thence  refulteth 
ft  title  thereto:  nothing  more  becomes  a  Lord,  than  to 
prated  and  fiive  j  none  better  defervea  the  right  and  the 
.name  of  a  Lord,  than  a  Saviour;  wherefore  thofe  titles 
are  well  conjoined;  lam  the  Lord,  and  hejide  me  there  tsIGLiliii.ii, 
M  Saviour,  laith  God  in  Ifaiah  of  htmCelf ;  and,  Him.  hath A6a  t.  ai. 
.  God  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour  to  his  right  hand, 
iaith  St.  Peter  concerning  Jefus. 

5.  lilcewife  if  he  be  confidered  as  the  Chrift,  that  efpe- 
tially  implieth  him  anointed,  and  confecrated  to  fovereign 
domiiuot],  as  king  of  the  Church  :  well  therefore  did  the 
■ngel  exprefs  hia  joyful  meflfage  when  he  told  the  fhep- 
berds;  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  JhaUlxAei^- i^- 
ia  to  all  people ;  for  unto  you  is  horn  this  day  in  the  city 
«f  David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrifl  the  Lord:  and  St. 
-  Peter  well  joined  them,  laying.  Let  all  the  Aoti/e  oflfrael  KEa  ii.  s«. 
know  affkredly,  that  God  hath  made  that  fame  Jefus,whom 
fe  have  cnuified,  both  Lord  and  Chrift.  Thus  in  a:1I  refpeds 
it  C&r^  our  Lord. 

III.  Let  us  alfo  farther  briefly  fiuvey  the  feveral 
gnnnida  upon  which  dominion  may  be  built,  and  we  Ihall 
fee  that  upon  all  accounts  he  is  our  Lord. 

I.  ■  An  uncontrollable  power  and  ability  to  govern  is 
one  certain  ground  of  dominion  ;  he  that  is  endued 
thetewith,  it  is  neceflaiy  that  we  fhould  fubmit  to  him,  it 
is  reafonable  willingly  to  admit  him  for  our  Lord :  per- 

i^iiir.  tfx-"t  XH^  f<S">  •inl.'I.n.     PJmI.  m  Ptl^, 

Hfmimi  ymt  iu  *T  Mfirrm  mmrk  fita  iiyCAiu  rH  x'icw-     Cltm.  Ala, 

amm,  tH.  (p.  soa.) 

Tj  Imifttm  fAw  r{H^  i^x"  fwu>  ■■i  linr^fn  film.     Artft.  Pat.  i.  I, 

a,*. 
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SSRM.  the  law  of  Jin  ruUngm  our  members ;  fervmg  divers  hfii 
^^^*    and  plef^iares;  being  in  bur  a£donB  gdded  by  a  iaiwd 

Bom.  vUi.  mindj  oppofite  to»God  and  goodnefs ;  fwayed  by  iisnfiial 

^*  ^'  appetitesi  and  hurried  by  violent  paffions  to  whs^  ii  biul: 
this  was  the  condition  of  mankind  generally  when  Chrtt 
pamcj  and  would  have  fo  continued ;  but  out  of  it  he 
came  to  deliver  us ;  by  the  merit  of  his  blood,  and  power 
of  his  grape,  to  free  us  from  the  cfpprefSbns  of  all  tbo6 
ufurping  powers ;  to  recover  and  reftore  us  into  the  pro- 

Lntosiz.  pnety,  pofleffion,  and  prote6don  of  God.    He  came  h 

Matt.  z.  6.</^^  ^^  ^^  f^^^^  '^'  which  was  loft;  to  Jam  us  from  em 

Luke  i.  71*  enemies,  andfrom  the  hand  of  all  that  hate  us;  to  dditm 

''  ^''  us  out  of  the  power  ofdarknefsy  and  to  tranflate  us  into  Vt 

own  kingdom,  the  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs,  peace,  md 

Rom.  xhr.  joy.    So  that  he  hath  acqmred  us  to  himidf ;  we  beiif 

'^*  now  «rfpiiroii}0-ifi  an  acquifi  made  by  him,  as  St.  Paul  csS- 

Eph.  i.  14.  eth  us,  and  Xcei;  els  mpiirefijo'iy,  as  St.  Peter  fpeaks,  a  pes* 

'     pie  by  acquijition  peculiarly  appertsuning  to  him :   and 

divers  ways  we  have  been  acquired  to  him,  as  to  our 

Lord. 

3.  He  hath  acquired  us  by  free  donation  from  God  his 
John  xvii.  Father ;  for  God  hath  given  him  power  over  allJUjh ;  God 
Eph.  i.  as.  halh  delivered  all  things  into  his  hand;  God  hathfubjefled 

all  things  under  his  feet.     Peculiarly  God  hath  ^ven  unto 

him    thofe  who    comply  with  his  gracious   invitations 

John  Z.S7*  and  fuggeflions;  his^^^e^,  that  hear  his  voice,  and  follow 

him;  them  hath  God  given  him,  to  govern  them  with 

efpecial  favour,  and  keep  them  with  a  particular  care; 

John  xvii.   Jf^om,  {sdih  he,  thou  hajl  given  me,  I  have  kept ;  and, 

39!  '    *    This  is  the  will  of  the  Fatlier  that  fent  me,  that  of  all 

which  he  liath  given  me,  IJhould  lofe  nothing. 

4.  Again,  he  hath  acquired  us  by  juft  right  of  conquejlj 
having  fubdued   thofe  enemies  unto  whom   (partly  by 
their  fraud  and  violence,  partly  from  our  own  will  and 
confent)  we  did  live  enflaved  and  addiAed :  them  he  van- 
Col.  ii.  15.  quiflied,   having  fpoiled  principalities,  and  powers,  and 

made  a  Jhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them. 
Whence  we  rightly  fall  under  fubjeSion  to  him,  as  ac- 
ceflions  to  his  vidory;  having  formerly  belonged  to  hii 
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,  and  having  by  his  mercy  been  preferved :  he  SERM. 
■Mgbt  juftly  have  deprived  us  of  liberty  and  of  life;    XXII. 
n^lJit  have  utterly  deftroyed  us,  or  have  dettuned  us  in 
woAil  mifery,  as  dependents  upon  and  pertizans  with  his 
Ibes  i  ourlelves  together  with  them  being  found  in  open 
ItoftiJity  agund  him :  but  according  to  his  great  mercy  h»  Rool  r.  ■, 
:  /med  us ;  and  did  put  us  into  a  capacity  of^a  free,  com-  ^  |,  „, 
.  fiHtable,  and  happy  life  under  him,  calling  us  to  his  king-^\):  ■• 
iom  and  glory.    We  therefore  being  fubaQi  potentia, ,  Tti^.  It. 
(fubdued  by  his  power,)  become _;ure_/ti£(ff/i,  (in  right'*' 
fiibjeft  to  him,)  [beingyervaft,  we  are  msAe/ervi ;]  being 
Ikved  from  death  by  him,  we  according  to  julUce  and  rea- 
fim  become  vafliUs  to  him,  fo  that  all  our  life  (hould  be 
devoted  to  his  fervice;  that  (as  it  ia  in  the  hymn  Bene- 
diHut)  ieinjr  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  (his  Luke  1. }«. 
enemies,  and  our  enemies  alfo,  no  lefs  in  truth  and  eSed,) 
wm,fiotUdJerve  him  without  fear. 

j.  He  hath  alfo  forther  acquired  us  to  himfelf  by  pur- 
dtq/g;  having  by  a  great  price  bought  us,  ranfomed  us 
out  of  lad  captivity,  and  redeemed  us  from  grievous  pu- 
mfliment  due  to  us.  We,  as  heinous  finners  and  rebels,  had 
fbifeitcd  our  lives  to  God's  law,  and  were  fentenced  unto 
a,  miferable  death;    we  had  loft  our  liberty,  and  were 
thrown  into  a  grievous  prifon,  fettered  in  guilt,  lying  Rom.  xi. 
under  wrath,  and  referved  to  punifhment  unavoidable ;  wCcjI^j^i. 
were  ftripped  of  all  goods,  all  comfort,  all  hope  and  re- 
medy: fucb  was  tlie  cafe  of  man,  when  be  procured  a  re- 
demption, a  pardon,  a  deliverance  and  reflitution  for  us ; 
delivering  up  himfelf  a  ranjomjor  us  all;  undergoing  a  1  Tini. ii. «. 
potufhment  for  our  lins,  difcharging  our  debts,  propiti- 
ating divine  juflice,  acqiutting  us  from  all  clfums  and  pre-  Rom.  viU. 
tences  upon  us }  yea  meriting  for  us  a  better  (late  than  we  '*' 
did  ever  before  Hand  in:   thus  he  purchi^ed  fat  Church Aaaxx.t». 
Miilh  his  own  llood;  whence,  as  St.  Paul  argues,  i^e  are' ^- *-.'*- 
not  our  owoyjor  we  are  bought  with  a  price,  ■=     In  requital  90.  vii.  33. 
for  fiich  mercies  and  favours  fo  unexpreflibly  great,  we 

LI4 
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SBRIL  cumot^  eithtr  in  gradtudft  or  joflioe,  owe  kA  thai  oov* 

^^^^   felves  to  be  rendered  up  uifiolly  to  }niA  dommlon  anddlfr 

pofal ;  it  is  oor  duty  dieiefore  to  be  hit  fiibjeds  and  fir- 

vants;  andit  was  indeed  the  intent  of  his  doing  lb  anoh 

for  us,  that  we  (hould  be  fo:  he  did  all  gratis,  (mfoftiredyi) 

as  to  any  precedent  motive  beiide  his  own  goodneisf  brt 

Rom.  sir.  he  would  not  do  it  fruitlefsly^  as  to  efieft;  To  ikis  euif 

^  faith  St.  Paul>  Ckri/i  boih  died,  rofi  and  remved^  Jhak 

%Coi,r.i5^  might  be  Lord  boih  of  the  dead  and  living:-  He  diedjor  ell, 

that  they,  which  henceforth  live,Jheuld  not  tipe  le 
TiL  U.  14.  /elves,  but  unto  him  which  died  for  them :  and,  He 

him/elf  for  us,  that  he  might  redethn  us  from  all  imquitg, 
and  purify  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  nmUous  if  gmi 
works. 

6.  He  likewife  acquired  a  lordfiiip  over  us  by  dflArti 
and  as  a  reward  from  God^  fuitaUe  to  his  perfomanoes  of 
obedience  and  paUence,  highly  fadsfadory  and  acceptabb 

Johnx.  17.  to  God;  F^  this  the  Father  loves  me,  becaufe  I  lay  dawn 

PhiU  ii.  8.  my  life^  that  I  may  take  it  again :  He  humbled  himfelf,  be- 

coming  obedient  to  the  death  of  the  crofs  ;  therefore  alfo  did 

Hcb.  xii. «.  God  exalt  him,  and  gave  him  a  name  above  eveiy  name ;  Fvr 

the  joy  that  wasfet  before  him^  he  endured  the  crofs ;  and 

having  defpifed  thejhame,fat  down  at  the  right  hand  of 

Heb.i'u9.  the  glory  of  God:  We  fee  Jefus,for  thefuffering  of  deathy 

Pfid.  ex.  7.  crowned  with  glory  and  honour :  He  drank  of  the  brook  in 

Ifa.  liii.  12.  the  way,  therefore  he  hath  lifted  up  his  head:    Becaufe  he 

poured  out  his  foul  unto  death;  therefore  did  God  divide  km 

a  portion  with  the  great,  and  he  did  divide  thefpoil  wiik 

thejirong,  as  the  Prophet  expreileth  it. 

7.  Wc  may  add,  that  he  hath  acquired  a  good  right 
and  title  to  dominion  over  us,  as  our  continual  moft  muni- 
ficent benefactor ;  by  the  great  benefits  he  beftoweth  on 
us,  by  the  ample  hire  and  large  recompence  he  pays  us. 
He  affords  us  a  Aire  protection  under  him,  and  a  liberal 
nudntenance ;  high  privileges,  and  ample  rewards  for  our 
fervice :  it  is  no  Egyptian  bondage  that  he  would  detain 
us  in,  requiring  hard  labour,  and  yielding  no  comfort  or 
recompence;  but  it  is  a  moil  beneficial  and  fruitful  fervice. 

Pf.  ixxxiv.  Chrift  hath  pronufed  to  withhold  no  good  thing  from  his 

9»  10. 


Our  Lord.  s%l 

[ervaato;  nothing  xeqmfitc  for  the  fupport  or  convenience  SERM. 
even  <rf  this  temporal  life,  (for  to  them  whof(?ek  ike  king-    XXn^ 
dam  of  Godj  and  its  righteoaifnefs,  even  all  thefe  things  Jhall  MattvLst. 
fo  added,  or  caft  in ;)  but  efpecially  mod  ineftimable  pre-  ^™-  ^*^' 
Oous  recompenc^  he  hath  promifed,  and  will  certainly  a  Pet.  i.  4. 
haftow  in  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleilings ;  He  will  render  to  Rom.  ii.  ^ 
ai«ry  man  according  to  his  works  ;  to  them^  who  by  patient 
eomiinuance  in  well-doing  feek  glory ^  and  lionour^  and  tm- 
morialiiyt  eternal  life;  Ikith  St.  Paul:   and.  Being  freed  ^om.vu   . 
fnmjin,  faith  he  again,  and  madefervants  to  God,  ye  have 
your  fruit  unto  fan&ification,  and  in  the  end  everlqfting 
^fe:  a  fruit  to  fan^fication,  that  is,  all  benefits  conducing 
to  our  fpiritual  welfare  here,  and  hereafter  a  life  in  per- 
petual joy  and  happinefs.     To  them  who  have  been  dill- 
gent  in  perfonning  their  talks,  and  improving  their  talents 
ccmimitted  to  them  now  for  his  intereft  and  honour,  he 
will  one  day  fay,  JVell  done,  good  and  faithful  fervants.  Mm.  jxv, 
enter  into  your  Mafler'sjoy :  and,  Blejfed,  fai\h  our  good  ^^^^^j  ^^^ 
Maftcr,  are  ye,  when  menfhall  revile  you,  andfpeak  a// Matt.  v.  ii, 
manner  of  evil  againjlyoufalfely,for  my  fake;  Rejoice,  and^^* 
he  exceeding  gladyfor  great  Jhall  your  reward  be  iji  heaven. 
Now.  he  that  is  at  fuch  care  and  charges  for  us,  who  feeds 
and  fumifhes  us  fo  plentifully,  who  rewards  our  fmall 
pains,  our  poor  works,  our  unprofitable  fervices,  (fuch  in- 
deed we  mud  confefs  all  that  we  can  do  to  be,)  with  fo 
high  and  bountiful  wages,  him  furely  moil  juilly  we 
ihould  efteem,  and  mod  willingly  call,  our  good  Lord  and 
Mailer. 

8.  Yea  farther  yet,  our  Saviour  Jefus  is  not  only  our 
Lord  by  nature,  and  by  acquifition  in  fo  many  ways,  (by 
various  performances,  deferts,  and  obligations  put  on  us,) 
but  he  is  alfo  fo  by  our  own  deeds,  by  moft  free  and  vo- 
luntary, mod  formal  and  folemn,  and  therefore  mod  obli- 
gatory, aAs  of  ours.  ^  He  is  oiu*  Lord  and  King  by  ele£lion; 
we  finding  ourfelves  opprefled  by  cruel  tyrants  and  ene- 
mies, groaning  under  intolerable  (laveries,  loaded  with 

ti  fiSXtfvm  ilfuv  htXtZ^as'  Srtt  *m)  «  Xfsrh  v»n7'  lir9$Vkf,  Arc.  &  ymf  Kmrfifmynmr^ 
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SBRM.  heavy  burdens^  plunged  into  grievdiu  diftreflbsj  toiinent- 

XXII.    ed  with  anxious  fears,  r^rets,  and  forrows,  had  oar  n* 

courfe  unto  him,  upon  his  gracious  invitation^  ofleriqgm 

deliverance,  eafe,  and  refrefhment,  under  his  mod  eqoil 

Mate  xi.  and  gentle  government ;  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  thai  hiiem^ 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  r^ft^^Take  mg 
yoke  upon  you; — for  my  yoke  is  eqfy,  and  my  burden 
light :  fo  he  was  pleafed  to  invite  us;  and  fo  we  Ad,  or 
have  at  leaft  feemed  and  pretended  to  undeigo  lus  yoke^ 
freely  fubmitting  to  his  govemmmt :  we  have  vowed  per- 
petual alle^ance  and  fealty  to  him,  as  to  our  lawM 
Prince;  we  have  promifed  entire  fubje^on  to  his  wil^ 
and  fincere  obedience  to  his  laws ;  we  have  engaged,  fer* 
faking  all  things,  to  follow  him ;  to  follow  him  as  our  Ci^ 

9Tim.iLo.tain,  and  to  fight  refolutely  under  his  banners,  agunft  ths 

Bfatt  u.a.  common  enemies  of  his  ^ory  and  our  fidvation.  We  di^ 
otifftfonwr,  (as  it  is  in  the  parable,)  eontraS  and  agree  with 
him  upon  certain  conditions  and  confiderations,  moft  ad- 
vantageous  to  ourfelves,  to  be  his  faithful  fen'ants,  and 
diligently  to  perform  his  work :  we  renounced  all  other 
mafters ;  yea  refigned  up  all  cMm  to  any  liberty  or  power 
over  ourfelves ;   becoming  abfolutely  devoted  to  his  will 

Chnrf.  and  command :  this  we  did  at  our  baptifm,  in  moft  ex- 
^'  *  prefs  and  folemn  manner^  and  in  every  religious  perform- 
ance we  confirm  our  obligation ;  when  we  acknowledge 
his  right  over  us,  and  our  duty  toward  him ;  when  we 
implore  his  protefilion,  his  fuccour,  and  his  mercy ;  when 
we  promife  our  humble  refpefl  and  obedience  to  him :  if 
our  daily  confeffions  do  fignify  any  thing ;  if  our  vows 
and  proteftations  have  any  truth  or  heart  in  them ;  if  our 
prayers  are  ferious,  our  praifes  are  hearty,  our  commu- 
nions have  in  them  any  thing  of  good  eameft  and  fince- 
rity ;  we  do  b/  them  continually  tie  fafter  the  band  of  this 
relation  and  duty  toward  him ;  he  by  our  renewed  choices, 
and  confents,  and  promifes,  and  acknowledgments,  doth 
appear  to  be  our  Lord.  But  let  thus  much  fuflice  for  ex- 
plication of  this  point;  or  for  conlidering  upon  what 
grounds  Jefus  Chrift,  the  only  Son  of  God,  is  our  Lord ; 
now  for  pra&ical  application  of  the  point  thereof. 
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1.  The  general  influence  which  this  do£trine  may  and  SERM. 
Sioidd  have  upon  our  prance  is  very  obvious  and  pal-    XXII, 
pable.     If  we  are  truly  perfuaded,  that  Chrift  is  our  Lord 
and  Mader,  we  mud  then  fee  ourfelves  obliged  humbly  to 
fubmit  unto  and  carefully  to  obferve  his  will ;   to  attend 
nnto,  and  to  obey  his  law,  with  all  readinefs  and  dili- 
gencej  for,  IVhy  call  ye  me.  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  'AeU)keT<.46. 
things  that  I  Jay  ?  is  the  expoftulation  of  our  Lord  himfelf, 
implying  it  to  be  a  vain  and  abfurd  profeffion,  an  irra- 
ional  and  illulive  pretence  we  make,  when  we  avow  and 
nvoke  him  as  our  Lord,  but  withal  difclaim  his  authority 
n  our  prance,  by  llothfully  negle^ng  or  wilfully  dif- 
abeying  his  commands :  Not  every  one  that/ayetk,  Lord,  Mm.  tn. 
Lord,Jkall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven;,  liit  he  that'^' 
ioeth  the  will  of  my  Father,  which  is  in  heaven;  that  is, 
not  he  that  makes  loud  and  eager  profeflions   (crying 
Lord,  over  and  over  ag^)  is  in  God's  cHeem  a  loyal  fub- 
jefi,  or  faithful  fervant,  or  fhall  obtain  the  rewards  aliBgn- 
td  to  fuch ;  but  he  that,  although  perhaps  more  fparing  in 
words  and  pretences,  doeth  really  his  duty,  and  perfonns 
the  will  of  God.     Many,  laith  our  Saviour  ag^n,^a// tnMutTil. 
ikat  day  (in  that  great  day  of  final  account  and  recom-  J^'^  _|jj_ 
pence) ^y  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  in  thy  name^i- 
^ropk^ed,  and  in  thy  name  cqft  out  devils,  and  in  thy 
name  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  and  then  will  Iprofe/i 
tnlo  them,  I  never  knew  you ;  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work 
'■mquity.  Not  only  bare  profeflions  and  acknowledgments 
ire  infuflicient,  but  even  the  faired  and  mod  plaudble 
lAions  done  tn  the  name  of  Chrid  will  avail  nothing, 
vitbout  real  obedience  to  the  law  of  Chrid ;   even  then, 
vhen  fuch  a^ons  are  peribrraed,  Chrid  doth  not  know 
bem ;   that  is,  doth  not  edeem  them  his  fervants ;   the 
vorking  of  iiuquity  rendering  them  uncapable  of  that 
■anie  and  privilege.  Such  perfons  do,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks, 
nofefs  to  know  him,  (or  acknowledge  him  as  their  Lord,)  Tii.  i.  i«. 
w/  with  their  works  they  deny  him ;  who  are  difoliedient, 
tttd  to  every  good  work  reprobate,  (that  is,  upon  trial  found 
>ad  and  fidfe ;)  they,  as  St.  Peter  fays,  detiy  the  Lord  that  a  P«-  ■■  >«• 
hought  thtm.  Do  ye  not  know,  liiith  St.  Paul,  thai  to  iMom^'  *'' 
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SfiBM.  ye  j/utd  yourjilves /ervmUs  to  ohey,  kia  Jtrwmis  jw  an 

*^^'    whom  ye  obey  P  and.  Every  one,  fiutb  our  Saviour,  that  do- 

HAayia.    etHJoifU  thejtrvant  off.ni  and.  By  tuAan^  laith  St.  Peter, 

•Pn.  ii  10  °  """'  ^  otercomet  la  him  he  is  made  ajervaat,  or  enftmnd. 


yH(u)  (Si&HAAmu,)   It  is  not  what  we  fay,  but  what  we  doj   not 

{_*JS,      what  we  would  feem,  but  what  we  indeed  are,  doth  really 

y**y|»-  conllitute,  and  truly  denominate  us  fervanti :  we  not  only 

a^-w.  g.lhftll  lofe  the  rewarda  and  privileges  granted  to  the  fer- 

vantt  of  Chril^  but  we  do  even  fbrfut  all  clum  to  the 

very  name,  if  we  ^obey  hiB  conunands,  being  indeed  pio* 

pcriy  fervants  to  thofe  lulls  which  fway  ua  j  to  that  devil, 

vhofe  pleafUre  we  fulfil ;  to  that  world,  whofe  bad  man- 

nera  we  follow :  we  do  but  invade  and  uTurp  the  name  of 

Chriftiana,  if  our  pra&ice  is  not  coirfbnned  to  tbe  precepts 

of  our  Lord  ^. 

a.  Indeed  the  confideration  of  this  ptunt  doth  cleailj 
demonllrate  to  us  the  great  hdnoufnefs  of  fin ;  how  many 
follies,  iniquities,  bafenefles,  and  ingratitudes  lie  compli- 
cated therein ;  the  madnefs  of  oppofing  irreliflible  power, 
and  diOeiiting  from  infallible  wifdom  :  the  unwortbinefs  of 
offending  and  abuling  immenfe  goodnefs ;  the  injuAice  and 
didoyalty  which  are  couched  in  the  difobedience  of  bim, 
who  by  fo  many  titles,  and  upon  fo  many  obligations,  is 
our  Lord;  the  abuTivenefs  of  evacuating  all  his  laboriout 
and  expenlive  defigns  in  acquiring  us ;  the  levity  and  g^ddi- 
nefs  of  dilavowing  him  by  our  practice,  whom  we  fo  often 
have  acknowledged  our  Lord,  and  vowed  entire  fubjeSion 
unto. 

3.  Again,  if  Chrift  be  our  Lord,  then  are  we  not  our 

own  lords,  or  our  own  men ;  we  are  not  at  liberty,  or  at 

our  own  difpofal,  as  to  our  perfons  or  our  a£Uona  :  thofe 

"o^x^i    rules  of  the  civil  law,  that  a fervant  can  pojfejs  nothing  of 

nTS)Jtit''  ^^  oivn,  that  na  profit  canfimply  accrue  to  him,  but  all  in 

Aax"  7x«     refult  muft  eo  to  hia  lord  i  that  he  is  reckoned  nobody 

•  MendMiuin  eft  ChrifUanum  fc  dkcre,  et  opera  Cbiifti  non  faceie.  Aiair. 
Itu  R  lit,  ton!)  one's  fclf  a  Cbfifiitn,  Mid  not  to  do  (hcwoiki  ofChrift,  uS(- 
Ambiole  faith.  Omnioo  nihil  prodell  nomen  finftum  hattciG  line  moribm ; 
qoia  vita  a  piofeffione  difcordam  abiogit  illuflrii  tituli  honoretn  pci  indicito* 
ram  afiuum  vililBteoi.   Saiw.  dt  Gti.  Diiiiu./uifii, 
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in  law,  and  the  like,  do  mod  perfedly  agree  to  ns  in  re-  SERM. 
gard  to  ChriA,  who  is  upon  fo  many  accounts  abfolutely    ^^^^/. 
our  Lord,  infinitely  more  than  one  man  can  be  to  another. 
Wcf  confequently  muft  not  think  to  have  our  own  wills, 
we  muft  not  attend  our  own  bufinefs,  we  muft  not  pleafeTS  Mx»  M- 
oar  own  appetites,  or  gratify  our  own  defires,  or  ^oyji£!j|^  / 
our  own  pleafures,  or  follow  our  own  fancies,  or  regard  i^rj/^.PU 
our  own  profits,  or  feek  our  own  honour;  we  muft  not^*'** 
undertake  or  profecute  any  thing  merely  our  own,  or  far- 
ther than  doing  fo  is  fubordinate  unto  or  confiftent  with 
the  fervice,  intereft,  and  glory  of  our  Lord :  otherwife  tire 
do  conftitute  ourfelves  the  lords  and  mafters,  in  efied:  re- 
BOunCTig  and  cafting  oflf  him :  if  he  be  truly  our  Lord,  it 
is  his  win  and  word  that  ihould  be  the  rule  of  all  our 
adions ;  which  we  (hould  diligently  attend  unto,  which 
we  fliould  readily  obferve:    it  is  his  bufinefs,  that  we 
(hould  with  efpecial  care  mind,  and  moft  eameftly  profe* 
cute;  it  is  his  advantage  and  credit,  that  we  (hould  pro- 
pound unto  ourfelves,  as  the  main  aims  of  all  our  endea* 
vonrs«     Whatever  we  defign  or  undertake  of  moment,  we 
flionld  do  it  with  this  formal  confideration  and  reference ; 
doing  it  as  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  from  confcience  of  our 
daty  to  him,  with  intention  therein  to  ferve  him,  with  ex- 
pedation  of  reward  only  from  him ;  according  to  thofe 
apoftdical  precepts;  Whether  we  eat,  ctr  drink,  or  whatever  i  Cor.z.3K 
we  do  J  wejhould  do  all  to  the  glory  of  our  Lord :  we  muft 
glorify  him  with  our  bodies  and  our  JpiritSy  which  are  his:  i  Cor.  vi. 
we  muft  noi  live  to  ourfelves,  but  to  him  that  died,  flnd*^    .  ,. 
rofe  again  for  us :  fince  whether  we  live  or  die,  (that  is, 
whatever  a£tion  we  fet  upon  relating  either  to  life  or 
death,)  we  are  the  Lord^s  ;  we  (hould  direft  all  to  his  ho- 
nour, profit,  and  fervice, 

4«  If  Chrift  be  our  Lord,  (abfolntely  and  entirely  fuch,) 
then  can  we  have  no  other  lords  whatever,  in  oppofitioii 
to  him,  or  in  competition  with  him;  or  Otherwife  any  way 
than  in  fubordination  and  fubferviency  to  him ;  No  man.  Matt.  vi. 
as  he  doth  himfelf  tell  us,  can  ferve  two  lords',  that  is,*** 
two  lords  having  collateral  or  equal  authority ;  their  in- 
|Qn£tjons  wffl  interfere,  oppofc,  or  fupplant  one  the  other ; 


S^6  Out  lard. 

SKRH.  our  afieAions  will  incline  to  one  more  than  to  the  otheif 
XXII,    at  leaft  we  ihall  be  detabed  in  hovering  fulpenfe;  ov 
Idfure,  our  care^  our  endeavour  being  employed  in  the 
fervice  or  attendance  of  one^  will  force  us  to  negleA  and 
dilappoint  the  other;  Ye  cannot fsrve  God  and  JUomMM; 
ferving  wealth  (that  i%,  eagerly  affeAing  it,  and  eameflly 
porfuing  it)  is  inconfiftent  with  our  duty  to  Chrift ;  the  like 
may  be  iaid  of  honour,  of  pleafure,  of  curiofity,  of  aoj 
Jamet  It.  4.  worldly  thing;  for.  He  that  will  be  a  friend,  of  the  worU^ 
*'^^**^  is  thereby  f  fiuth  St*  James,  anifiituted  an  enemy  of  God; 
and  if  he  thereby  be  made  an  enemy,  he  furely  can  be  no 
good  fervant;  a  fervant  bring  (as  the  Philofbpher  ctDt 
him)  humiUs  amicus,  a  meaner  Jort  of  Jriend ;  who  per- 
formeth  fervice  out  of  good-will  and  afiedion;  like  St 
Paul,  who  difchaiged  that  high  and  laborious .  ferric^  <tf 
preaching  the  Gofpel,  incumbent  on  him,  and  of  thst 
tGor.v.i4.1undly  neceffity  which  he  ezprefles,  fayii^  The  lane  rf 
is.  17.       Chrift  conftrains  me;  ov  sls  St.  Peter  enjoins  thofe  pard- 
*  cular  fervants  of  Chrift  (employed  by  him  in  teaching  and 
guiding  his  people)  to  do  their  duty,  fti^  avayxas-mg,  oXX' 
iK8(rl(osj  not  by  confiraint,  but  willingly ;    not  for  Jilthy 
lucrcf  but  of  a  ready  mitid;  or  as  St.  Paul  chargeth  all  fer- 
Eph.  Ti.  7.  vants,  (MT  iivolag  ieksuuvj  toferve  with  good-will,  as  to  the 
Lord,  and  not  to  men.    It  is  indeed  the  proper  nature  and 
the  neceflary  condition  of  this  fervice,  that  we  decline^ 
forfake,  renounce,  deteft  all  other  obligations,  all  affec- 
tions, all  encumbrances,  which  may  avert  us  from  a  clofe 
Luke  xiv.   adherence  thereto,     IVhoever,  faith  he,  he  be  of  you,  that 
^®*  forfaketh  not  (or,  who  renounceth  not,  who  biddeth  not 

farewell  to,  S;  8x  a^'oroo-o-rrai)  all  that  he  hath,  cannot  It 
Luke  Kiv.  wiy  difciple,  or  my  follower  and  fervant :  If  any  man  com- 
^^*  eth  after  me,  and  do  not  hate  his  father,  and  mother,  and 

wifcy  and  children,  and  brothers,  andjifters^  yea  and  his 
own  life,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple;  he  cannot  indeed  truly 
and  heartily  be  fo,  who  in  love  and  obfervance  of  Chrift 
will  not  readily  forfake  and  lofe  all. 

5.  Particularly  therefore,  if  Chrift  be  our  Lord,  we  are 
thereby  difobliged,  yea  we  are  indeed  prohibited,  Irom 
pleafing  or  humouring  men,  fo  as  to  obey  any  conunand. 
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tt>  comply  with  any  defire,  or  to  follow  any  cuftom  of  SBRBC. 
theirs^  which  is  repugnant  to  the  will  or  precept  of  Chrift:    XXII. 
Ify  iaith  St.  Paul,  I  did  yet  pleqfe  mertj  (that  is,  humour,  q^^  j^  ^^ 
foothe,  or  flatter  them,  fo  the  word  dpi^xav  doth  import,)  I 
were  not  thefervant  of  Chrift  ;  that  is,  I  were  not  fuch  in 
e&d^  I  did  in  fo  doing  not  behave  myfelf  as  a  fervant  of 
Chrift ;  as  it  becomes  fuch  an  one,  and  as  fuch  an  one  is 
obliged  to  do.  And,  Ye,  faith  he  again,  are  bought  with  a  1  Cor.  tii. 
price,  be  not  the  fervants  of  men,  (or,  ye  are  not  the  fer^  *'* 
vants  of  man,  fo  the  words  will  bear  rendering;)   that  is, 
ye  therefore  do  not,  or  ye  therefore  ought  not,  to  perform 
fisrvice  to  men,  abfolutely  as  fuch,  or  with  ultimate  rela- 
tion unto  them ;  but  when  ye  lawfully  and  allowably  do 
ity  ye  do  it  out  of  confcience,  and  regard  to  Chrift,  as  his 
fervants.  We  may  indeed,  yea  in  duty  we  muft,  obey  men 
humbly  and  willingly,  diligently  and  faithfully,  in  our  fia-r 
tions^  and  according  to  our  conditions,  as  we  are  placed 
and  called  in  this  world,  either  as  fubje£ts  or  fervants;  but 
we  muft  do  this  in  fubordination  to  our  principal  and  fu- 
preme  Lord ;  in  obedience  to  his  command,  and  with  re- 
gard to  his  fervice;  fo  we  are  taught  by  St.  Paul;  Ser-  Eph.  vi.  5, 
vants,  (kith  he,  obey  your  mqfters  according  to  thefiejh  with  * 
fear  and  trembling,  (that  is,  very  refpeAfully  and  care- 
fully,) infnglenefs  of  heart,  as  to  Chrift;  not  in  eye-fervice, 
as  men-pleafers,  but  as  the  fervants  of  Chrift;   doing  the 
wiU  of  God  from  the  foul;  ferving  with  good-will,  as  to  the 
lard,  and  not  unto  men :  and,  BefubjeSi,  faith  St.  Peter,  1  P«t.  u.  13, 
io  every  human  conftitution,  ha  tov  Ku^ioy,  for  the  Lord; 
(that  is,  out  of  confcientious  regard  or  affedion  to  the 
Lord ;   becaufe  he  is  our  Lord ;)    as  free,  and  not  having 
your  liberty  for  a  cloak  of  malicioufnefs,  but  as  the  fervants 
of  God:  yea,  Whatfoever  (faith  that  wife  inftruftor,  St. CoU  Hi.  23, 
Paul,  again)  ye  do,  do  it  heartily^  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  to^^* 
men;  knowing  that  of  the  Lord  yefhall  receive  back  the  re^ 
compence  of  inheritance  ;  for  yeferve  the  Lord  Chrift. 

6.  It  is,  we  fee,  (which  may  be  another  improvement  of 
this  confideration)  not  only  an  engagement,  but  an  en- 
couragement to  the  performance  of  all  duty ;  particularly 
to  the  performance  of  thofe  hard  duties,  (fo  contrary  to 
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SERM.  natural  will  and  ftomach,)  cheerful  obedience  and  fid)- 
XXII.    miffion  to  men;    who  often,  as  St.  Peter  intimates,  are 

1  Pm.  ii.  M.  <''xoAio),  crooked^  or  untoward,  and  harfli  in  their  dealiiigi 
with  their  fervants ;  to  whom  yet  upon  this  confideration 
he  enjoins  us  willingly  to  yield  obdfance,  no  lefs  than  to 
tke  good  and  gentle  i  for  that  in  this  and  all  other  perform- 
ances of  duty  we  do  ferve  a  moft  equal  and  kind  Mafier, 
who  will  gracioufly  accept  our  fervice,  and  abundantly  re- 
quite it ;  a  Lord,  that  will  not  fufTer  his  fer\^nts  to  want 
any  needful  fuftenance,  any  fit  encouragement,  any  juft 
protedion  or  aflillance ;  who  will  not  only  faithfi^y  paj 
them  their  promifed  allowance^  but  will  advance  them  to 
the  higheft  preferment  imaginable.  No  man  ever  had  leA- 

Mtl.in.i4.fon  to  complain  with  them  in  the  Prophet;  It  is  vmnUi 
ferve  God,  and  what  profit  is  it  that  we  have  kept  Ms  orH-- 
nances  f  No ;  the  Devil  himfelf,  with  envy  and  regret  ob- 
ferving  the  benefits  and  bleffings  which  the  pious  man  ea- 
joyed  in  regard  to  his  faithful  fervice,  could  not  but  fay; 

Jobi.9,10.  jDo/A  Job  ferve  God  for  nought  P  hajl  thou  not  made  a 
hedge  about  him,  and  about  his  houfcy  and  about  all  that  he 
hath  on  every  fide?  thou  hq/i  blejfed  the  work  of  his  hands, 
and  hisfubfiance  is  increafed  in  the  land.  No  wonder,  ar- 
gued the  detrafling  fpirit,  and  little  thank  or  praife  is  due 
to  a  fervant,  whofe  fervice  is  fo  bountifully  rewarded.  In- 
deed our  Lord  is  not  only  juft  and  faithful,  fo  as  to  render 

1  Cor.  Hi.  8.  unto  every  man  TSiov  fii<r^ov  xaru  tov  Kjov  xottov^  a  proper  re- 
ward anfwerable  to  his  proper  pains;  but  he  is  exceedingly, 
beyond  expreffion,  liberal  in  beftowing  on  his  fer\'ants  re- 
tributions infinitely  furpafling  the  defert  and  worth  of  all 
their  labours :  for  their  fmall,  weak,  faint,  iroperfe^l,  and 
tranfitory  endeavours,  (by  all  which  he  is  indeed  really 
nothing  the  richer,  or  the  greater,)  he  returneth  bleflings 
in  nature,  in  degree,  in  duration,  immenfely  great,  precious, 
and  glorious.  He  fails  not  here  to  feed  them  with  food 
convenient,  to  clothe  them  decently,  to  fupply  all  their 
needs,  to  comfort  them  in  all  diftreffes,  to  keep  them  in 
all  fafety,  to  deliver  them  from  all  evil;  he  afterwards 
conferreth  on  them  a  kingdom,  an  incorruptible  and  un- 
fading crown }  a  ftate  of  perfed  joy  and  endlefs  glory. 
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9*  It  is  a  great  comfort  dfo  for  a  Chriftian  (how  mean  SEHM. 
and  low  foever  in  his  worldly  condition)  to  confidcr  the    XXII. 
dignity  and  excellency  of  this  his  relation;  how  gfeat 
imd  how  good  a  Lord  he  ferveth;  that  the  greateft 
princes  are  his  fellow  fubjefts ;  (for,  He  is  the  King  ofRtv.  xix. 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords :  All  kings  Jkallfall  down  before  ]^^^  i^^^^ 
him;  all  nations  Jhall  ferve  him.)    Yea,  that  the  higheft"- 
angels  are  his  fellow  fervants ;  (as  the  angel  in  the  Reve-Kcv.wdUs. 
lation  told  St.  John.)     That  although  his  Lord  be  fo 
hi^  in  power  and  glory  above  all,  yet  he  is  fo  gracious,  Eph.  i.  so. 
as  not  to  negle£t  or  defpife  him ;  but  condefcendeth  to  Luke  i.  48. 
regard  the  lowed  of  his  fervants  with  equal  care  and  fa- 
vour as   the  higheft;    He  accepteth  not   the  perfons  q/*Jobuiiy« 
princes,   nor  regardeth  the  rich  more  than  the  poor;  for^^* 
they  all  are  the  work  of  his  hands,  faid  good  Elihu  ;  and 
they  all,  we  might  add,  are  the  price  of  his  blood. 

8.  And  as  it  is  a  comfort  to  the  meaneft,  fo  it  is  no 
(hame  or  difparagement  for  the  greateft  6f  men  to  ferve 
fuch  a  Lord ;  it  is  a  relation  in  itfelf  more  worthy  and  ho- 
nourable than  the  higheft  dignity  or  preferment  in  the 
world :  to  wear  a  crown,  how  rich  foever ;  to  command 
the  whole  earth ;  to  poflefs  all  the  land,  and  all  the  gold 
under  heaven,  are  beggarly,  trivial,  and  fordid  things  in 
comparifon  thereto;  a  fer\'ant  of  Chrift  (the  apoftolical 
ftyle)  b  a  ftyle  far  more  glorious  than  all  thofe  windy  ti- 
tfes^' which  the  greateft  monarchs  aftume  to  themfelves  ; 
having  fuch  a  place  in  God's  peculiar  regard  and  care 
doth  exceed  all  privileges  and  advantages,  all  glories  and 
Agnities,  which  any  perfon  is  capable  of:  well  therefore 
did  St.  Paul,  in  refpe£t  to  the  excellency  of  the  knowledgeVhW  Hi.  9. 
ofJefui  Chrifi  his  Lord,  efteem  all  fuciv things  (all  worldly 
privileges  and  benefits)  as  lofs  and  as  dung,  as  things 
detrimental  and  defpicable ;  wifely  did  the  holy  Apoftles 
forfake  all  things,  (all  their  deareft  relations,  all  their 
fweeteft  enjoyments,  all  their  fecul^  occupations,)  to  fol- 
low fuch  a  Lord.  {Behold,  faith  St.  Peter,  we  have  let  Luke  x?nc. 
go  all  things,  and  have  followed  thee.)  Moft  juft  and^®* 
reafonable  are  thofe  fentences  pronounced  againft  thofe 
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$fiRM.  vainly  pniud^  oor  perverfely  coiituiiiBciou9  people^  vhaare 
^^^^'    aAamed  to  obey  him,  or  do  rcj^d  his  govenmienii  IFh^ 

Lakt  \z.26joHverJhaU  be  q/hamed  of  me,  or  of  my  words^  him  JUH 
the  Son  jfman  be  ajlmmed  oJ\  when  he  comes  in  the  gbrf 
of  himJeLJ\  and  of  hi^  Father,  and  the  holy  angels.  Then 
who  proudly  difdain  to  ferve  him  here,  will  he  with  jul 
aod  fad  difdain  reje^l  hereafter  from  bis  face  and  fevour; 
^ea  with  dreadfvd  vengeance  will:  he  puniflv  their  per- 

Luke  six.  verfeneis ;  Thqfe  mine  enemieSj  will  ha  fay,  thai  wiM 
not  have  me  reign  over  them,  bring  them  hiiber^  and-Jbf 
them  before  me. 

9.  St.  Paul  alfo  maketh  ufe  of  this  confidcftdoi^  Is 
prefs.  upon  fuperiors  th^r  duties  toward*  their  iiiferio»| 
their  duUes  of  equity,  meeknefsi  kiiidiiefs,  nercy,  p^ 

Col.  iv.  1.  and  all  humamity ;  McLfters,  (aith  be,  yield  unt^  ytmrjih 
vants  that  which  is  juft  and  equal;  knowing  that  ye  «j(t 

Epb.  Yt.  9^  have  a  Majier  in  heaven:  and.  Ye  mqfiers,  fakh  he  agVOf 
do  the  fame  things  to  them,  (perform  the  like  gEKxtofficeSf 
fliew  the  Ikme  good-will  to  your  feryanXSj}  forbearing  me^ 
naces;  knowing  that  yoicr  Majier  alfo  is  in  heaven^  and 
tliere  is  no  refpeS  ofperfons  with  him.    Thus  in  Leviticus 

Lev.  XXV.  God  commandcth  his  people  not  to  rule  over  their  Jervatds 
'  '  '  with  rigour,  afEgning  this  reafon,  For  they  are  myjervants, 
Sec.  And  we  know  how  our  Saviour,  as  he  doth  com- 
mend and  blefs  thofe  wife  and  honed  fervants,  who,  beiog 
appointed  over  hi&  houfehold,  (that  is,  being  placed  in 
any  fuperior  rank  or  charge,)  do  behave  themfelves  juftljf 

Matt,  xx'tv.  and  kindly  to   their  fellow-fervants,  difpen/ing  to  tkm 

^^*^^^^^^^'  tlieirfood  in  due  feafon;  fo  upon  thofe  who  injurioicifly  or 
rudely  do  beat  or  abufe  their  fellow-fervants ;  who  are 
harfh,  rigorous,  or  ^nmercifiil  in  exadions  of  debt,  of  b 
any  other  dealings  toward  them,  he  denounceth  fevere 

aTim.ii.    chaftifement.     A  fervant  of  the  Lord  (that  is,  one  em- 

*  '  ployed  by  Chrift  in  any  office  or  charge)  mvjl  not  Jight^ 

but  muji  be  gentle  unto  ally  faith  St.  Paul;  fuch  indoed 
(hould  be  the  humility  and  goodnefs  of  Chriftians  one  to- 
ward another,  that  the  greateft  of  them  fhould  ftoop  to 
the  meanell  offices  and  expreffions  of  good-will  to  theii 


ttothm;  Hb^  Ikith  MrLoid^  thai  wilt  h  great  ammg  SEAM, 
you,  lei  him  be  ytmr  mmi/ler;  and  he  thai  will  hefitji  tf  XXI!, 
J^>  let  him  he  youffervatU.  Matt.  x.  44, 

tou  The  oonfidaration  indeed  of  Chrift  being  OY|f  Lotd^ 
fe  id  gencml  an  inducement  to  ebarity,  to  all  fortd  bf 
diiiily.     We  mu/l^  faith  St.  Paul^  walk  worthy  of  ol£f  Bph.  ir.  ai 
aediingj  with  all  hwlinefs  of  mindy  and  meehnejif  with  ^* 
ieiagjkfferingf  forbearing  one  another  in  love^  endeavouring 
§e  keep  the  unity  ofjpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace)  becauft 
we  are  members  of  the  fame  body',  whereof  Chrift  is  the 
keady  and  fbllow-ienrants  of  iha  fame  Lord.    It  is  an  en-^ 
chaofing  and  obliging  relation ;  it  becometh  us  and  con-^ 
Mmcih  ufl^  being  fo  of  one  family^  to  be  courteous  and 
gentk^  kind  tad  hdlpfid  one  to  another;   to  maintain 3 Cor. xiH< 
fttiody  ipiiet,  and  love  oie  with  another;  it  is  a  juft  duty 
atMl  re(pe£k  to  our  common  Mafter,  who  loveth  order  and 
who  hateth  confiifion  and  diflbniion  in  his  houfe ; 
m  faiaaftlf  full  of  charity  toward  every  one  of  his> 
^aA  tberefore  liath  enjcined  it  as  the  efpectal  duty^  hath 
llyeljiiiiil  it  to  bo  the  moft  diftin6ti¥e  charaAer  of  his  fer- 
fMti  and  foUowecs  9   Hereby ,  iaith  he^  Jhall  all  men  John  xWh 
AtoMf  ih(U  ye  are  my  difciples,  if  ye  have  lave  one  to  an--  '^' 

114  Pardookrly  this  confideration  doth  oblige  us  to 
weigjfe  that  piece  of  charity  and  of  juftice  which  oon- 
fiAs  m  forbearing  f afh  and  harfh  cenfure ;  which  praAice 
it  not  only  rery  uncharitable  and  unjuft  toward  our  bre<^ 
dfftn^  but  k  \i  a)fo  a  wrongful  and  arrogant  encroach<» 
Mbt  upcol  our  Lord  himftlfi  unto  whom  only  the  right 
of  deeiflga  in  fiich  cafes  doth  appertain ;  unto  whofe  in'- 
fidlSrfe  and  tinparttal  judgment  both  they  and  we  are  ob- 
Ooflpoos;  ff^o  art  thou,  faith  St«  Paul>  that  judgejl  ait- Rom.  xit. 
eihm^ijkrvani?  (or  domeftic;  ixhirpvov  olaenjy:)  to  his  oum^'  ^^' 
Ir4^  hejlandeth  orfallethi  and^  Why  doji  thou  judge 
tkg  brother  f  or  why  dqfi  tkm  Jit  at  nought  thy  brother  f 
$iiAf  Wajkall  all  be  prejknted  before  the  judgment-feat  of 
Okrift:  There  is,  faith  St^  James^  one  Lawgiver,  who  15  Jam.  It.  is. 
able  tofave  and  to  deftroy  ;  who  art  thou  that  judge/I  an- 
eihe^  f    if  Uy  tee  fte,  all  inv^uBng  our  Lord'^  right  and 

urn  % 
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SBRIL  authority^  without  moft  evident  and  reJAmaUe  canfe^  to 

T^^\*   oenfure  or  condemn  our  fiellow^fervante* 

I  a.  The  confideration  of  this  pcmit  our  Saviour  doch 
plfo  hnprove,  aa  an  eiigagement  to  imitate  lumfelf  in  the 
praAice  of  all  virtue  and  piety ;  efpedally  in  the  piafitioe 
.  of  charity,  humility,  and  patience.  It  it  proper  for  a  fer- 
vant  to  follow  and  attend  upon  his  mafler  in  all  pbMi 
and  in  all  performances;  to  compofe  himfislf  in  behaviour 
to  the  manners  and  example,  to  conform  himielf  to  tbo 
gurb  and  condition  oftiis  Lord :  is  it  not  aUTurd  and  un- 
feemly,  that  the  fervant  ihonld  be  more  ftatdy,  or  moie 
delicate  than  his  mafter;  that  he  (hould  (%ht  tho6 
whom  his  mafier  vouchlafiM  to  refpeft;  that  he  ihoold 
refiife  to  undertake  thole  employments,  Ihould  iboni  to 
undergo  thofe  hardihips^  which  his  mafter  dotK  wWta^. 
-  condefcend  unto  ?  To  fuch  purpoie  our  Sanour  «fifooDif* 
eth ;  impreffing  by  this  aigument  on  his  diiciples  the  du- 
ties of  humility,  charity,  and  patience,  by  him  exemplified 

John  ziit.   for  that  very  end ;  Ye  call  me,  laith  he,  Mafter,  and  Lord; 

15,  u,  15.  ^^  ye  fay  well,  forfo  I  am:  if  I  then,  your  Lord  aid 
Majier,  have  tvajhed  your  feet,  ye  ought  alfo  to  wajk  am 
another's  feet ;  for  I  have  given  you  an  example,  that  ye 
Jhould  dous  1  have  done  to  you.  And  having  direded  his 
difciples  to  the  patient  enduring  of  reproaches,  afironts, 
and  injuries  put  upon  them,  he  enforces  his  precept  by 

Matt.z.s4.fubjoining,  The  difciple  is  not  above  /us  mafter,  nor  the 

fohnzv.^/^^^^^  fliove  his  lord :  it  is  enough  for  the  difciple  to  be 
as  his  mafter,  and  the  fervant  as  his  lord  ;  that  is,  the  fer- 
vant in  all  reafon  ought  to  be  very  well  content,  if  he  find 
fuch  ufage  as  his  lord  hath  willingly  jand  patiently  und^- 
gone.   And  he  thus  again  imprefles  thefe  duties  on  them ; 

Lake  xxii.  He  that  is  greateft  among  you,  let  him  be  as  the  younger; 

Matt.  zx.   ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^  chief,  as  he  that  doth  ferve :  for  whether  ts 

^y  greater,  he  that ftteth  at  meat,  or  he  thatferveth?  but  I 

am  among  you  as  he  that  ferveth.    Yea,  St.  John  raifeth 

In,  1  John  this  confideration  fo  high,  that  he  faith  thus ;  Becaufe  he 
laid  down  his  life  for  us,  we  alfo  ought  to  lay  down  our 
lives  for  the  brethren. 
,  13.  FinaUy,  for  our  iadsfift&ion  and  encouragement,  we 
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may  confider^  that  the  fervice  of  Chrift  is  rather  indeed  a  SERM. 
great  freedom  than  a  fervice ;  it  is  a  reducement  into  a    XXII. 
moft  defirable  edate,  wherein  we  fully  enjoy  that  wherein  ■""^"'~~ 
liberty  is  defined  to  confift^  l^ouo-Zav  aurowpeiiylasf  power  of 
doing  whatever  (as  reafonable  and  wife  men)  we  pleafe 
ouifelves  to  do ;  wherein  all  things  are  lawful  to  us,  ex- 
cepting only  fucb  things  as  are  unprofitable  to  us,  or  hurt-  Que  eft 
fill.     What  Arifiotle  made  the  charaAer  of  a  juft  prince,  J^^'J  („^ 
(whofe  government  doth  nowife  prejudice  true  liberty,)  c««ti*« 
that  he  doth  not  in  his  government  chiefly  aim  at  his  own 
profit,  but  his  fubjeAs'  good,  is  perfe^y  true  of  our  Lord : 
he  18  indeed  capable  to  receive  no  private  benefit  to  him- 
Jel^  befide  fatisfaftion  in  our  wel&re ;  all  his  laws  and 
commands,  all  his  adminiftrations  and  proceedings,  are 
purely  direAed  to  our  advantage.     Even  the  fiatute8DeQt,z.i8« 
which  God  gave  to  Ifiracl  by  Mofes  are  faid  to  have  been  jj^^'j^  ^3^ 
commanded  for  their  good,  not  for  any  good  that  could 
accrue  to  God  from  their  obfervance :  much  more  are 
the  laws  of  Chrift  purely  fuch ;  conducing  to  the  health, 
the  faiety,  the  peace,  the  comfort,  the  joy,  the  happinefs 
both  of  our  bodies  and  fouls;  of  the  prefent  temporal 
life  here,  and  of  our  immortal  (late  hereafter;  His  religion  iTtmM.n. 
is  profitable  unto  all  things^  having  promife  of  the  life  that 
now  isj  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.    Well  therefore 
might  St.  James  call  the  law  of  Chrift  a  perfe&  law  of  li-^iwuml^i. 
berty ;  well  might  our  Saviour  fay.  If  the  Son  fet  yotiJobnTiii. 
free,  then  are  ye  free  indeed.    What  the  Stoics  vaunted^** 
of  themfelves,  the  Chriftian  modeftly  and  truly  may  fay, 
that  he  is  the  only  free  man ;  it  is  this  philofophy  only, 
to  which  thofe  words  of  Seneca  may  truly  be  applied; 
^You  muftferve  philofophy j  that  you  may  attain  true  li- 
beriy :  for,  if  to  be  above  the  reach  of  all  confiderable 
evil  or  mifchief ;  if  to  be  fafe  from  all  enemies,  and  fe- 
cure  from  all  impreflions  of  fortune ;  if  to  have  no  reafon 
much  to  fear,  or  much  to  grieve  for  any  thing ;  if  not  to 

^  Philolbphic  ferrias  oportct,  ut  tibi  oontingit  yen  libertas.  Stm,  Bp,  s. 
et  08. 

Nan  hominet  timere,  non  fbrtumm  ;  nee  tuq[>ia  vclle,  nee  immodica ;  in 
fe  ipfam  habere  maximam  poteftatem,  die.  Sit.  Ep,  75. 
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XXII.   efpttcial  ftoiwmri<»v»r  9i»»>  iUff  iff  Cu  tlwfil  fiUMbplMI 

'  ^  4f>fiM  U)  pvoMily  Ubeityi  dm  U  b«  mvft  fitu  *ii 
ftrvM  our  Lorot  If  to  be  vefciMd  bom  ih^  ftrvitudb  df 
^ibrderly  pilBoos  and  bfift  ?)0m  )•  Uie  |;reat«ft  ftceiUt^ 
theo  die  go6d  Chrifiiaii  9bi^  d<»ai  eqoy  te.  ^A  gmd 
man,  tfith  flt«  Anftbr  Mhugh  h0jhtv^  i^freM;  m  M 
iwn,  alth^ugk  he  nigih  U  •JUmi  not  {f  #fM  num^  £i4 
tf/Aif^  u  more  jfrjiifolW)  p/*^  iM^y  fo^»  €ff  t^fMff •  S«di 
lodted  is  tho  be^ugifity  of  our  Lordf  di4t  lui  UeM  hil 

joiiiisf.14. ftithfiil  iienrwui  ri^tbar  m  fii^tidai  tbu  M  ftrvmui  R 
01^^  (aith  he^  ftiy  Jtmds^  if  jf^  ia  tvkaimf^  i  qiwmtwrf 
jfw;  l^jfom  no  mot$Jtrvmis^  Yw  ht  1mu«  lo  thM 
the  afeadon  of  a  biroib Wi  Hod  nfibrda  tbMi  Ike  honowrii 

J<«A»i7.Vefoftyled|  G^  iaith  1|0|  lifw  hit  leforroaioiii  to  M07 
MflghkaTfi  to  )%  AfvlAi^  anc^/iy  wtio  ikm^  I  ^itd 
«fi/o  my  Father,  tmd  yowr  Father  i  to  ntg  Geif  eaeA  U  pet 

iJohniii.  1.  God:  aiid^'ttfTf  vtrtnr^v  <<y«*i>^  See  ye  what  love  the  FeAtt 
hath  given  us,  that  wejhould  be  called  the  Jons  of  God* 

Fi^  of  fo  many  prtiidical  ufes  is  this  exceUent  poim; 
die  whi«b  I  leave  to  be  farther  deduced  by  your  aiediUK 
tion. 

1  Theff.  ▼.  How,  The  Gad  of  peace  fan^ify  you  wholly  g  and  t 
pray  God  your  whole  Jpirit,  and  foul,  and  body  be  prefismei 
blamelefs  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbri/i;  le 
whom  be  glory  and  praife  for  ever.    Amen. 

K  Bonus  etiamfi  ftnriic»  liter  eft  |  mains  eHtmli  fcgntt»  ftrvvs  tft ;  aK 
uniut  bomiiiis»  fed  quod  friiviiM  eft  toe  domuoonaht  qiot  Tititnwi.  j6^  ^ 
Piv*  D^i,  iv.  119. 


^ 


Wbo  tasa  tonceiueo  i^  (be  ^olg  ^fyott. 


SERMON   XXni. 


THE  INCARNATION  OF  OUR  LORD. 


FW  thai  which  is  conceived  m  her  is  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,    tiyifia^ 

ITHOUT  any  preikce,  or  circumfiance  of  fpeech^  w«(ciiAy(t. 
«|^rve  ibree  particulars  couched  in  tbefe  words,  i.  The 
inaamatioD  of  Jefus  our  Lord,  implied  by  the  word  to  yn- 
f^N*,  thai  which  is  conceived,  or  generated.  3.  The  prin- 
•ipal  efficient  caufe  of  this  incarnation ;  the  Holy  Gboft ; 
by  whoTe  immediate  operation,  without  any  u&.\ve  influence 
tt  man,  he  was  generated,  is  of  the  Holy  Gko/i.  3.  Tbs 
ctmcurrence  of  the  blefled  Virgin  Mary,  as  the  fubjefi  of 
tlut  dtTHK  virtue  and  operaUon ;  he  was  conceived  m  Jier. 
Upon  each  of  thefe  particulars,  being  all  (tf  tbem  confi- 
derable  points  of  that  faith  which  we  daily  profefs,  (and 
B^eciaJly  proper  fubjeds  of  our  meditation  at  this  time,) 
I  AaU  refleA,  obferving  Ibmewhat  profitable  for  our  e££- 
catioQ  both  io  way  of  right  knowledge,  and  in  tendency 
tvpraAice. 

I.  Otir  Saviour  Jefus  was  conceived  and  bom ;  that  ii^ 
tW  only  Son  of  God,  our  Lord  and  Redeemer,  the  lame 
wbo  was  from  the  begintiipg,  atid  did,  as  St.  John  in  tbe  John  i.  i, 
CBtnmoe  of  his  Gofpel  teacheth  us,  from  ^I  eternity  exjl!  f 5ohn  i  \. 
tnik  God,  the  eternal  If^ord  of  God,  by  whom  tM  tAiagt 
wen  medg,Tint»  the  Jmin^tf  time  c<xkoeAv^aad\>om<i 
|lM%^td*(cediiAiim*0reoable  to  the  nature  of  man, 
H  104' 


SERM.  becoming  thereby  truly  and  really  a  man;  wliich  wonder- 
XXI II.  ful  myflery  ia  in  Scripture  by  various  phrafce  expreflcd 
aiid  implied  J  by  the  Word  being  incarnated,  that  is,  Mng 
Jobn.  i-  i4-»n(7(fc,  orbccoming,^^;  God  being  manifefted  in  Iheflejk} 
iTim.m.  y.^  ^^^^  r;fGod  being  fint  in  the  likenefs  ofjinjulfifjh; 
Rom.  «iii.  partaking  of Jie/h  and  blood  ;  his  taking  the  JorTtt  of  a  fir- 
Heb.B,  14,  i""''>  being  made  in  ike  likenefs  of  men,  being  found  in 
pE-,  -  fojkion  as  a  man,  ojjuming  the  feed  of  Abraham  ;  his  dc 
e.  fcenditigfrom  heaven,  coming  forth  from  the  Father,  being 

a°^°U  ar*/""'' '""'  '^°™'"g  '"'°  '^  "'"'■''^ ;  ^^  day  f firing  frnm  an 
38,  so.  »i,  high  vifiting  us,  eternal  life  being  manifefled;  the  refult  of 
if'as.  ivii.  ™bat  is  (ignified  by  thefe  and  the  like  espreffioiis,  that, 
'*■  .  The  blefled  and  glorious  perfon,  who  before  from  all  eier- 
s.  a,  9-  "i'y  ^<1  fuhfift  in  the  form  or  nature  of  God,  being  the  Son 
^  '*■ .  of  God,  one  in  nature  with  his  Father,  (the  exprefs  image, 
97.BS.  or  exa^  chara£ier  of  hia  fubliance,)  did  by  a  temporal 
tjohn  ?"'  generation  truly  become  man,  alluming  human  nature  inio 
Phil.  li.  7i  the  unity  of  his  Perfon  ;  by  a  real  conjunftion  and  union 
John  it.ao-  thereof  to  the  divine  nature,  in  a  manner  inconiprehenfible 
«i<r.9.  a,](i  ineffable.  He  did,  I  fay,  truly  become  man,  like  imlt 
Co\.i.ti.«s  in  all  things,  as  the  Apoftle  faith,^K  07ili/  excepted; 
?^'^';'*'*COofifting,  a3  fuch,  of  all  the  eflential  ingredients  of  our 
ii.  17-  nature;  endued  with  all  our  properties  and  faculties,  fub- 
'"•"■       jeS.  to  all  paflions,  all  infirmities,  all  needs,  adherent  or 

incident  to  our  nature  and  condition  here. 
Vid-Athan.  He  was  not  only  (as  the  Gnofticks  and  fome  other 
jj^^j^  [heretics  have  conceited)  in  Ihape  and  outward  appear- 
linir.  ance,  (as  a  fpeflre,  deluding  men's  fight  and  fancyO 
.£,' ' 'Jj^'r.  but  in  raoft  real  truth,  a  very  perfeS  man;  having  i 
•"^^'"'  real  body,  figured  and  circimjfcribed  as  ours,  compared 
Hora.  viii.  of  flefti  and  blood,  vifible  and  tangible ;  which  was  nou* 
"■  riflicd  and  did  grow,   which  needed  and  received  fufle- 

nance,  which  was  tender  and  fcnfible,  frail  and  paflible; 
which  was  bruiied  with  flripes,  lorn  with  fcourges,  pnck* 
ed  with  thome>  fuerced  with  nails,  transfixed  with  a 
fpear;  which  was  morta],  and  luiderwent  death  by  KrfB' 
lag  its  breath,  and  being  disjoined  from  the  foul  that  enli- 
vened it.  He  had  alio  a  foul,  endued  with  th«  fenw  &- 
CuHies  as  ours;  with  ao  underfianding,  capable  of  l^uiing 
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and  improvement ;  (for  he  was,  as  man,  ignorant  of  fome  SBRM. 
things  which  he  might  know;  and  he  grew,  it  is  faid,  m   XXIII. 
wifdom  and  injlature:)  with  a  will,  fubje£k  and  fubmiffive  Mark  ziii. 
to  the  divine  will ;    (for,  Let  this  cup,  faid  he,  if  it  be  J^  ..^  ^^ 
pojffible^  pafsfrom  me :  but  however  let  not  my  willj  but  thy  Matt.  xxH.- 
wiU  be  done ;   and,  Ifeek  not  my  own  will,  but  the  will  o/^l^w  zxii.  v 
the  Father  which  hathfent  me :)  with  feveral  appetites,  of  43. 
meat,  of  drink,  of  deep  and  reft;  (for  we  read  that  he  was  Matu  ui. ' 
hungry,  that  he  thirfted,  that  he  was  weary:)   yea  withj®^^.^  ^ 
Tarious  paffions  and  affections,  {(pwrixa  xai  aJ^uiSkffra  crodi},  7* 
I  mean,  that  is,  natural  and  irreprehenfible  paffions ;)  and  ^*^  *^*- " 
thefe  of  the  moft  troublefon^  and  affli^ve  fort,  fuch  asjobnii.  17. 
zeal,  jMty,  forrow ;  the  which  were  fometirae  declared  by  ^**  **^*  *• 
very  pathetical  (ignifications,  and  are  expreffed  in  high 
terms ;   as  upon  occafion  of  his  friend  Lazarus's  death  it 
is  laid,  He  groaned  injpirit  and  was  troublvd;   he  then,*^®'*'**^'^* 
and  upon  other  occaiions,  out  of  pity  and  forrow,  did 
weep  ;  and  ye  know  what  excefles  of  forrow,  what  anx-  MattTxirrl. 
ieties  and  agonies,  what  tribulations,  difturbances,  andps. 
amazements  the  Evangelifts,  ufing  thofe  very  terms,  de-  MaiTxxVl. 
fcribe  him  to  have  undergone  at  his  paffion;   fo  that,  as?^*    , 
the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  fpeaketh,  *  tVe  have  not  an  Luke  xzii. 
high  priejl  that  could  not   compaj/ionate  (or  fy mpathize  f.** , 
with)  our  infirmiiieSj  but  who  was  tn  all  points  tempted  John  zii. 
(or  exercifed  and  proved)  as  we  arcy  yet  without ^n.  •k^«j,^iiV. 

So  it  appeareth,  that  the  Son  of  God  (oj-etemal  and^»  Mark 
co-eflentiai  with  his  Father)  became  the  Son  of  nian^ni  ' 


truly  and  entirely  partaking  of  the  nature  ard  fubftance  ^'**®  **"• 
of  man,  deficient  in  no  eflential  part,  devoid  of  no  property  •  Heb.  iv. 
belonging  to  us ;  exempt  from  no  imperfection  or  incon«  ^^* 
venience  confequent  upon  our  nature,  except  only  fin  5  the 
which  is  not  a  natural  fo  much  as  a  moral  evil ;  did  not 
arile  from  man's  original  nature,  but  proceedeth  from  his 
abufed  vidll;  doth  rather  corrupt  than  conftitute  a  mai. 

Now  concerning  this  great  difpenfation  feveral  inqiiries 
and  confiderations  may  be  made,  concerning  the  mainer 
of  it,  how  therein  God  did  affume  our  nature ;  or  Inw 
therein  Crod  and  man  fubfift  united;  concerning  the  reabn 
of  it,  whence  it  proceeded,  and  why  it  was  defigned ;  co}« 


SBML  omriag  diD  fife  md  inflwM  of  it,  w 

i>  Ai  fiar  <he  fiift  pcmt,  tfcp  numnraf  ^ihMi|fci|^ 


4^  4  f  I 


2^21^  iCOWimmtorftDit  iWf  ti^  mf/mmby  ike  kmrnm  :ii<lMr»  if  cM» 

ilotor  0X0UII  it.  Na  vofdi  perhapi^  vlAck  tve  dp  ufe  M  j^pi^ 
'toninbO«r«iPCcpliMi  afaopt  thoft  i|tt  WialMdi»feriortiupg%iJI 
22^  pBcfeOly  od  adeqiuiriif  fipit  |o  n  myfifn^lp  yawoh  vmMi 
Ivoiii  tbt  comiifc  Bfcgefiiii  of  our  )ciiaw]«4w>4b  4ur  tow- 
Ibttiding  attr  capaoit^i  lj»  •&»  pofitivelyp  thai  thi$  ^m' 
dttfttl  incfci— tjga  dM  come  to|wJii|<l»ii^thi»iaoompi)eWi 
flhb  aiid  ineffiMe  bttion  doth  peifift  ID  tlus  or  that^ 

«My  be  m(b  Slid  dasgeroui ;  s  t  woold  eeift  to  be  4hIoi^^ 
if  we  joould  fully  conbeite  orexpreft  Ue  but  lUs  jvttijrliii 

Icfely  we  may  aflert,  that  whatever  manner  of  cc»cepCioa 
or  expreffion  about  it  dotb  plmnly  derogate  firom  (he 
dhdne  perfefiions,  or  b  irFeoontileably  repugnant  to  the 
nature  of  things,  or  difagreetb  with  the  tenor  of  revcakd 
truths  evidently  conne&ed  unto  or  depending  on  tUa 
myflery;  or  which  (either  directly  and  immediatdyi  or 
4>b]iquely  and  by  manifeft  confequence)  doth  eootradbft 
die  language  and  doctrine  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  is  to  be 
icjeded  by  u3 :  whence  we  aoay  for  exclufioa  of  enors 
and  miftakee  about  this  point,  with  the  holy  Fathers,  aad 
Sfn.  tbxie.  particularly  with  the  great  council  of  Chaloedon,  aflert, 
frn^^^)  ^^^ '"  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  the  two  natures^  diWne 
and  humui,  were  united  ii^vyxyrms,  ierfmoo^^  ^iwufitwit 

1.  Tie  natures  were,  I  lay,  united  kr^fyx^rmg,  thai  iff 
without  any  confufion  or  commiztion ;  for  fuch  a  way  of 
blendng  would  induoe  a  third  nature  differecit  from  both^ 
fbehas  refulteth  from  the  compofition  and  contemperadon 
of  tie  elements  into  a  mized  body ;  fuch  a  commixtioa  be* 
higfuppofed,  our  Lord  would  be  neitber  God  nor  man,  bat 
anMher  third  kind  of  fubftaoce,  fuciv  as  muft  not  vritfaoot 
mff  gfooftd  or  anthoffity  be  foppofed;  that  wouU  deftroy, 
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taiaJAf  or  altcrtbe  ptbpeniei  of  oacrii)  wfakh  m  unfoynd  SSR.M. 
I  fay,  and  impoffible  to  be;  for  the  divtiw  natuM  il  WH  XKM. 
ip&ble  of  any  dimiDuliaa  or  dlmatioa :  wherefors  both 
ktnres  inthii  niyAeTydofabfifleatire,dKn£t,anduiiiioii- 
t£td,  each  letaiiung  itt  cfieadal  and  natnral  proper^M. 
a.  The  iacarnation  was  parfbrmed  irghTeq(>  ihat  b, 
>iU)out  coBverfion  or  tnuifinuuiUon  of  one  ntlture  into  an- 
ther :  the  divinity  could  not  be  turned  into  humanity;  for 
>ow  could  God,  (the  etetnal,  felf-fubfiftent)  moll  fidpt^ 
md  immutable  Jehovah,)  ai  fuch,  he  anywife  changed 
■■  made,  become  infirm  and  paffible,  contift  of  body  aod 
Ml,  fufl*er  and  die  ?  Nor  could  the  humaoity  be  turned 
nto  divinity ;  for  how  could  that  which  did  not  fubfift  at 
lU  before  the  incarnation  be  therein  converted  Into  an- 
(tfier  thing  ?  why  (bould  our  Saviour  ever  be  called  man, 
k^cB  his  humanity  was  by  tranflation  into  divinity  de- 
bvyed  i  why  U  It  fiud,  f  Ae  f^ord  was  made  fiefli,  if  the 
kdi  was  changed  into  the  Word  ?  to  omit,  how  impoflible 
•  is,  that  one  Aib^noe  fhould  be  tranfmuted  into  another, 
if^iecially  a  corporeal  into  a  fpritual,  a  finite  into  an  infi- 
B|tk ;  to  omit  Ijkewife  the  many  dangerous  confequences 
if  this  polition,  and  its  inconfiflency  with  many  principal 
tod  plain  doArines  of  our  religion,  particularly  the  real 
paffion  and  death  of  our  Ix>rd,  which  could  not  be  ind- 
dent  to  him  otherwUb  than  as  retaining  the  true  nature 
^man. 

j.  The  natures  v/ere  alfo  jcdried  iSimphu!,  undividedly; 
tfadt  19,  fo  as  they  have  not  diftinft  fubfiftenees,  or  do  not 
ctMlHtute  two  perfons :  for  there  is  but  one  Chrift,  one 
Perfon,  to  whomt  being  God,  trnd  being  man,  are  truly 
and  properly  attributed, 

^  We  mud  alfo  tuiderfland  the  natures  to  be  united 
Ig^MpffOfj  infeparablys  fo  tllat  they  never  are  fevered,  the 
anion  Lb  never  diflblved;  the  fame  peribn  never  ceafing  to 
|w  both  God  and  man ;  not  ereti  then,  when  our  Xx>r1,  as 
nao)  did  undergo  death ;  for  he  nufed  himfklF  from  the 
dead,  he  reared  the  temple  of  his  own  body,  being  fellent 
ae  bdag  Odd,  he  was  able  to  ni£B  hfanlUf ;  as  being  man, 
be  was  eapaUe  to  be  nifi^  by  bimfelF;  the  union  be- 
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SERM.  tween  God  and  man  perfifting,  when  the  union  between 
XXIII.  human  body  and  foul  was  diflblved. 

'~^'^~-'     -^y-g  might  add,  in  farther  cxclufion  of  erroneous  con- 
ceits, that  this  myfterious  union  was  not  made  xxri  «■- 
fitainv,  ly  njfiftance,  or  clofe  prefencc  only,  nor  xar'  hiaai- 
ffiv,  merely  hy  inhabitation,  nor  Kari  o^sV"',  by  relalim, 
I  nor  xar'  e^lav,  by  ejiimatioti,  nor  xaSi    apfMy'tPoi,   by  »*■ 

'  formily,  in  will  and  praflice,  nor  xara  rauTo^HXiav,  hy  con- 

fent ;  as  Neftorius  and  other  hettrodox  dogmatics  an- 
ciently, in  oppolliion  to  the  catholic  cxpofitiou  of  thit 
niyftery,  did  ima^ne :  but  it  doth  not  feem  worth  the 
while  to  difcufs  thofe  antiquated  conceits,  or  with  more 
I'ubtilty  to  intrigue  the  point. 
Sulmoron.  As  for  illuftralion  of  it  by  comparifon,  I  fhall  only 
rard''  ioloc  (P'»'''ng  over  divers  more  wide  and  improper  refemblaiKM} 
Ewget.  p,  fuch  as  thofc  of  Bellarmine,  the  union  of  a  man's  arm  lo 
his  body,  the  incifion  of  a  bough  into  a  tree,  and  the  like) 
obferve,  that  nature  doth  afford  us  one  fimilitude  very  ap- 
pofite  for  explication  of  this  iiijfterious  union;  which  is 
the  union  of  a  man's  Ibul  and  body,  whereby  he  becometh 
one  perfon.  The  foul  and  body  arc  two  fubftauces,  very 
different  in  kind,  in  properties,  in  dignity;  the  one  of 
it/olf  material,  extended,  divilible,  paflive  and  corruplibU* 
Itfelefs  and  fenfelefs ;  the  other  immaterial,  indivifiUe,  in- 
corruptible, felf-mpving,  endued  with  life,  koowledg^ 
paflion :  both  of  them  are  alfo  capable  of  feparate  exift- 
ence,  or  of  fubfiflence  by  themfelves ;  yet  are  thele  two, 
although  in  a  manner  difficult  for  us  to  conceive  or  coni' 
prehend,  clofely  united  together,  and  do  conctir  to  the 
making  up  a  manj  and  that  fo  as  to  remain  fiiUin  fubftance 
dillin£t,  each  retaining  iu  natural  properties,  without  any 
confulion,  or  any  conversion  of  one  into  the  other ;  fo  alfo 
that  from  them  the  fame  man  receiveth  the  denomination 
of  corporeal  and  fpiritual,  of  mortal  and  immortal :  in  a 
like  manner  (although  in  a  degree  more  admirable  and  in- 
comprehenfible)  are  the  divine  and  human  natures  con- 
joined in  otir  Lord;  for,  as  we  hear  in  the  Atbana£an 
Creed,  j4s  the  reafonable  foul  and  fiejk  is  one  mmi,  Jo  God 
and  man  is  one  Chrift,    So  much  for  the  manner. 
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9.  As  for  the  reafon  why  the  Son  of  God  did  aflame  SERM. 
tmr  nature ;  the  chiefeft  and  cleared  reafon  thereof  was,  ^^^^^^* 
God's  defign  thereby  to  exercife  and  demonifaate  his  im- 
menfe  goodnefs,  mercy,  and  pity  toward  us;  So   GoJ John iU.i 6. 
loved  the  worlds  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son:  //iiJohniv.g. 
this  the  love  of  God  was  manifefted,  that  God  fent  his  only  ^^"^  "'  *• 
begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  by  him: 
Through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  God,  the  day-Jpringfrom  AjA  ^wXaV 
on  high  did  vifit  us  :  it  was  xP^'i^^S  xa)  ^iXaof^fomloi,  ^^^  eiS.  ^  *' 
tenignity  and  philanthropy  of  God,  which  induced  him  to  ^^^  i.  76. 
engage  his  Son  upon  fuch  a  debafement  and  exinanidon 
of  himielf,  that  we  thereby  might  be  raifed  to  a  capacity 
oflalvation. 

If  we  farther  deiire  to  contemplate  the  wifdom  of  Gk)d  God*« 
in   this  admirable  proceeding,  and  to  know  why  God,^i2!m" 
among  other  means  and  methods  alike  (for  all  we  can  enough, 
know)  poffible  to  him,  did  choofe  in  this  way  to  tranfa6t 
our  redemption;  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  it  becometh  us 
rather  to  adore  the  depth  of  God's  wildom  herein,  than 
to  found  it,  or  to  hope  by  fearching  to  reach  the  bottom 
of  it :  yet  fome  congruities  of  this  method  to  the  reafon 
and  exigency  of  things  are  in  the  Scripture  intimated  to 
U8,  and  in  fome  manner  are  difcemible  by  us,  fuflicient 
to  recommend  the  divine  wifdom  therein  to  our  admira* 
tion ;  reafons  may  be  afligned  why  our  Redeemer  (hould 
be  •&fav^pc0iro(,  why  God,  why  man.  ^  It  well  became  God 
to  ftoop  down  thus,  that,  as  his  goodnefs  toward  us  was 
infinite,  fo  the  demonftrations  thereof,  to  his  glory  and 
our  benefit,  (hould  be  anfwerably  fuch ;  which  perhaps 
could  not  otherwife  be,  than  by  fuch  a  condefcenfion:  as  a 
prince  could  not  make  any  other  fo  great  atteftation  of 
finftQur  to  his  vaflal,  as  by  defcending  from  his  throne,  ^.  i- 6. 
layii^  afide  his  majefty,  putting  himfelf  into  a  like  condi-  j/^'i^^,**' 
tion,  converfing  freely  with  him,  fubje£iing  himfelf  to  the  A:«^^•<  «^ 
lame  laws  and  duties,  enduring  the  like  hardfliips  and  in* 
conveniences  with  him. 

It  was  expedient  that  our  Redeemer  fhoiJd  be  God,''Efli4i#  J<- 

f  Nifi  enim  efl*et  Tcrus  Deus,  Aon  adferret  rcmedium ;  niii  effet  homo  venis, 
HOD  pneberet  exentplum.    Lto  M,  dt  Nai,  Serm.  i. 
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fftRM.  thai  he  might  be  able  by  his  power  to  fiKO  us ;  to  re- 

XXIII.  move  thofe  huge  obftacles  thai  crofled  our  falvslion,  u 

■  fiibdue  ihofe  potent  enemies  which  oppofed  ilj  to  com- 

nwnd  and  conquer  nature,  to  vaiiquiih  the  powers  of  hal), 

lo  abolilh  death  in  our  behalf. 

It  was  requifiie  that  he  (bould  be  the  co-effetitia!  M- 
wral  Son  of  God,  that  by  the  ncamefs  of  hia  relation  to 
God,  by  the  fupereminem  dignity  of  his  perfon,  by  tht 
immenfe  value  of  his  merit,  he  might  conciliate  God's  ft- 
Tour  to  u9,  fully  uppeafo  his  wraih  tneenfed  againR  us,and 
t-  fettsfy  his  jurtioe  xbufed  by  our  ofTenccB, 

II  was  convenient,  that  his  doflrine  (hould  carry  wilfc 
it  the  higheft  certainty  and  ftrongeft  efficacy ;  that  \M 
example  Ihould  challenge  the  groalefl  regard  and  fhi^lt 

k  imitation]  thai  his  laws  ftould  have  fupreme  suthority, 
and  with  greateft  advantage  oblige  us:  fit  therefore  it  wn, 
Aat  he  Ihould  be  God,  and  have  the  cbarafte»  of  cHtdnhj 
ftainped  upon  what  he  faid  and  perfonned. 

The  redemption  and  falvation  of  roan  did  import  « 
honour  too  auguft  for  any  creature  to  be  dignilied  with; 
it  was  a  work  too  difficult  and  mighty  for  any  but  God 
to  achieve  ;  it  was  not  proper  that  any  creature  fhould  bi 
pinoiiksl  in  mftHa^ng  an  afiiur  of  ftich  height  and  Im^off^ 
ftnoei  nifldfiil  and  exponent  thardbro  'k  waty  ifaat  otf 
Savioor  Iboi^  be  Oed. 

It  was  olfo  requllt*,  upon  raatiy  aoooums,  thai  U 
fltould  be  man :  that  by  perfectly  obeying  God's  eti*^ 
raandB,  aad  fubmitting  petietrtly  to  Ood's  will,  at  BMti,W 
n^ht  pn>eiu«  God's  forour  toward  1nm» ;  that  ai  iMi 
had  deeply  wpoiq^'  and  offended  God,  (a  m^  alfo  lb(NM 
highly  content  and  pleafe  hlmj  b  St.  Piufs  Uaigatgit 
IM1.V.  HI)  that  as  by  one  man's  difob«diem»  many  tnre  mad*  Jlm^ei^ 
''^'  (that  ift,  were  condeinned  and  eiipo&d  to  death,  u^ 

God's  ju(t  dtl^eafort  for  tj^at  Mia  mati'i  iranfgreflai) 
iKcbed  with  the  lUce  in  Ms  pofterky,)  Ji  by  tkt  oMt^ 
ence  of  one  man  many  Jhould  he  mocfe  nghttnt^  fihtt 
i^  all  wbo  w«uld  imhMe  his  obeiianoe  Ihonld  be  ab- 
folved  fiom  £uilt>  ejrempted  &om  pmuOuneot*  and  re- 
ceived into  grace;  God  b^g  «att>  ftlaaM  widkMid  i6> 
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oncikd  to  mankind^  efpeckdly  to  hi» foUowera^  k^tf^g^  SEkHM. 
o-  tbat  man's  dutiful  obfervaace  of  bii  will,  c)    Deccoit  it  XXm. 
vasy  that  as  uiaB  did  approve^  fo  man  alfo  fliould  ctmdemn  Rom.Tiii  i. 
in  in  ihi  JUJh  ;  that  as  man  by  wilful  felf-pleafing  did  in-  That  he 
vm  mifery,  fo  by  voluntary  fuffering  he  fbould  recover  !i^Mh  fc# 
li^p^eM  5  "JSfff'nrc^  ♦  //  did,  aa  tho  Apoftle  laith,  ivcowie  JJ**^  ••* 
Ijm,  fat  wkoni  are  all  Mngs,  and  by  whom  are  all  Mngs^,  Coi.  i.  tt. 
m  IniHging  many  Jons  unto  gioryj  to  make  the  Captain  Qf\^^^'  **' 
timrjalaaiien  perfeS  through Jkffering. 

It  wa»  alfo  fit,  tikat  be  who  was  de%ned  to  intei cede  Ah  the  De- 
fm  our  wel£ure^  to  propidate  for  our  faults,  to  fucoour  and  blr  m^ 
raliofp  our  diftrdObs^  (hould  be  tender  of  our  good,  and  Evae  adv»- 
ftifiblo  of  our  needs;  that  he  therefore  flionld  by  nature H^iv?i». 
e0A  eJiperience  be  difpofed  (T^ftwamt,  to  campaffionate  our"-  3* 
tti^nviiltas,  and  f/Lirpi^a^ilv,  to  h^  gently  c^e&ed  toward  us, 
Uk  lolped  of  our  ignorances  and  errors ;  whence  oSfteiXt^  he, 
UA  the  divine  Apoftle  againy  according  to  the  defign  ap* 
foittted  to  him,  and  undertaken  by  hint,  ought,  or  it  did^ch.  H.  17. 
bakove  khn  tc^be  in  all  things  like  unto  lus  brethren,  that  As  ^^xTrSrw 
wdgkt  be  a  mercifiil  and  faithful  high  prie/l  in  things  per^  ^»  l^x^' 
taming  to  Qod;,  that  he  might  propitiate  fer  the  fns  ef^^wkm 
iha  ^oplepfor  in  that   he  hath  himfelf  fuffered  being  ^^^i^ 
tempiedy  he  is  cdfo  able  tofuccour  thofe  that  are  tempted.     Omc.EpK 

Ete  was  to  be  man  alio,  for  that  by  appearing  in  human  P*^'  ^' 
fliape,  irifible  and  audible,  familiar  and  agreeable  to  ns^  \iA 
was  qualified  for  that  great  defign  of  declaring  God^s  will 
and  mtentions  toward  us  in  a  more  eafy,  lefs  ama^nng, 
and  more  obliging  way,  than  otherwife  could  have  been*: 
far  that  henoe  Itkewife  he  could,  with  more  advantage^ 
defcribe  an  esa6l  copy  of  righteoufnefs  for  us  to  trail-* 
fimbe;  (hewing  us  exemplarily  how  as  men  we  ihonid 
fetthflve  ourfelves;  how  we  (hould  moderate  our  fenfual 
aj^tites,  how  govern  our  paflSons,  how  order  and  employ 
all  the  powers  of  our  foul  and  members  of  our  body; 
how  pa&  through  all  condidons,  and  entertain  all  events^ 

S  He  by  his  humanity  did  unite  mankind  in  fraternity. 
Ti^v  l;^S^f  U  r^  r«^  mv^  Mtrmfyv^at.     Eph.  ii.  13. 
^>fi  ^IXii  WfU¥  ri  €mfmr9s  ttvr9,  U  r^  r«(«#r  oM  lud  Im  rdv  Mmr  mM, 

B|b.  v.  da 
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SBRM.  belUDiqg  us;  it  not  htSing indeed  othorwile  jpoffibk^ 

^^nr.  (b  lively  and  fidtaUe  a  pattern  of  tranloBndant  diaiitfkj 

meeknefsy  huniility^  and  patience,  could  have  been  ei-' 

hibited  to  us. 

Aaixfii.  Fit  it  alfo  was,  that  he  who  was  to  be  appointed  o« 
*'''*^^  judge,  fubftitute  of  the  fupreme  Judge  invifiUe,  (bmH. 
be,  as  God,  (of  perieft  wifiiom,  and  fo  able  to  difcem  H 
matters  of  fad,  to  diftinguifli  all  points  of  right;  of  peiftft 
reAitude,  fo  as  never  willingly  to  diicoft  from  truth  at 
equity,)  fo  alfo  man;  vifihle  and  audible  to  us,  witbook 
furprifing  afionifhment  and  terror;  apt  to  fcreen  us  tnm 
the  infupportable  pr^ence  of  God ;  endued  with  a  iiatoni 
tendemeft  of  good-will  and  companion  toward  us,  & 
pofed  to  temper  needful  feverity  with  competent  mildnda 
In  fine,  it  was  mo&  congruous,  that  he  who  was  da* 


BphTTio!*  %°^  ^  recapiiulaie  and  reconcile,  as  St.  P^ul  fpeaketh^ 

M)ira«.  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  to  be  the  great  me£alm 

Slfi^  and  peacemaker  between  God  and  man,  for  ihe  rqiainm 

iTisD.iL  5.  God's  honour  and  difpenfing  his  grace,  for  the  purchajmg 

our  peace  and  procuring  our  falvation,  that  he  (hould  be 

mod  nearly  allied  unto  both  parties;  that  confequently,  if 

poffible,  (and  what  is  to  God,  the  author  of  this  economy, 

impoilible?)  he  (hould  be  both  God  and  man;  Son  to 

God,  and  brother  to  us ;  the  fame  in  nature  with  God,  in 

kind  with  us.    Such  reafon  and  wifdom  is  difcemible  m 

this  difpenfation. 

III.  Now  for  the  pm£tical  ufe  of  this  do&rine,  (for  it 
is  not  a  doctrine  merely  fpeculative,  and  barren  of  fruit, 
or  prafUcal  ufe :)  it  fhoidd,  firil,  have  a  powerful  influenoe 
upon  our  minds,  caufing  us,  with  high  degrees  of  love  aod 
gratitude,  to  adore  the  infinite  goodnefs  of  that  God,  who 
hath  been  pleafed  hinifelf  to  ftoop  fo  low,  that  he  might 
advance  us  from  the  lowed  depth  oFmeannefs  and  wietched- 
nefs,  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  honour  and  happinefs  that  we 
are  capable  of :  what  words  can  exprefs,  what  thought  can 
apprehend  a  favour  fo  unconceivable  and  inefiable  ?  Well 
Eph.iii.  19.  might  St.  Paul  call  it  tnrtpSiXksaav  t^;  yvcocioof  iyainiv,  love 
tranfcending  all  knowledge:  well  may  heaven  admire, 
and  earth  be  afioniflied,  and  hell  tremble  at  the  difclofure 
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rf  fach  a  myfteiy^  at  the  accomplifhing  fuch  a  miracle  of  SERM. 
grace  and  mercy  5  that  the  fovereign  Majefty  of  heaven,  XXIII. 
ihe  eternal  Lord  of  glory,  the  world's  great  Maker,  the 
only  Son  of  God,  and  heir  of  all  things,  fhould  become  a 
poor,  fmall,  weak,  and  frail  man }  fliould  dwell  in  a  taber- 
nacle of  flefli ;  fhould  converfe  with  filly,  wretched,  and 
fiail  mortals  here;  fhould  be  expofed  to  want,  difgrace, 
and  pain :  i  jSodof,  O  depth  of  goodnefs  and  mercy  un- 
learcbable !  if  this  will  not,  what  confideration  can  raife 
UBy  what  benefit  can  affect  us  ?  what  prodigious  ingrati- 
tude will  it  be,  to  be  regardlefs  or  infenfible  of  kindnefs 
lb  wonderful  ? 

a.  Another  great  ufe  of  this  point  is  to  engage  us,  as 
univerfally  to  all  obedience,  fo  particularly  to  the  duties 
of  humility,  of  patience,  and  of  charity.  Did  the  Son  of 
God  thus  willingly  fubmit,  and  fo  abafe  himfelf;  and  fhall 
we  then  be  refraftory,  fhall  we  exalt  ourfelves ;  fhall  we  re- 
fufe  any  appointment,  or  repine  at  any  proceeding  of  God? 
Did  he  from  the  highefl  pitch  of  glory  fuper-celeflial  va>- 
luntarily  defcend  into  this  gloomy  region  and  flate  of  ig- 
noble obfcurity;  did  he,  abandoning  immenfe  wealth, 
freely  embrace  extreme  poverty ;  did  he  gladly  fequefler 
himlelf  from  thofe  ineffable  joys  above,  to  converfe  with 
IbiTow  and  fadnefs  here,  in  this  valley  of  tears,  for  God's 
lake,  and  ours ;  and  fhall  we  be  unwilling  to  do  any  thing 
for  God's  fake,  or  to  part  with  any  thing  for  him  ?  To 
thefe  purpofes  doth  St.  Paul  apply  the  confideration  of 
this  point ;  Le/,  faith  he,  the  fame  mind  (the  fame  hum-  Phil.  ii.  6, 
ble,  padent,  meek,  charitable  mind)  be  in  you,  which  was  ' 
m  ChriflJefus;  who  being  in  the  form  of  God^^^emptied  him^ 
felf,  taking  upon  him  the  form  of  afervant ;  being  made  in  . 
the  likenefs  of  men,  and  being  found  in  fafkion  as  a  man, 
humbled  himfelf  becoming  obedient  unto  death :  it  was  the 
greatefl  argument  and  infUnce  of  humility,  patience,  and 
charity,  that  could  be,  for  him,  that  did  exifl  in  the  form 
of  God,  thus  to  debafe  himfelf,  to  partake  of  our  nature, 
and  fubmit  to  our  flate:  and.  Know,  faith  that  ApofUe  Vid.  1  Joha 
again,  the  grace  (or  gracioufhefs)  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,^l'Q^^*^^Jl'^ 
thqi  being  himfelf  rich,  for  your  fake  he  became  poor, 
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SERM.  poor,  (being  rich  as   God,  and  Lord  of  all  things,  k 

XXIII.  put  himfelf  into  this  mean  and  poor  condition  of  manj 

'  that  ye,  through  his  poverty y  might  be  rich  :  it  was  a  coo- 

(ideration  fureJy  moft  proper  to  his  purpofe  of  incitiiig 

unto  charity  *». 

3.  The  confideration  of  this  point  (hould  raife  our  mindi 

to  a  fenfe  of  the  dignity  of  our  nature,  accompanied  witk 

difpofitions  of  heart  and  deportments  of  life  anfwertfak 

thereto :  by  our  Lord's  incarnation  our  nature  is  £b  ad* 

vancedi  that  we  become  nearly  allied  to  God,  of  the  blood* 

royal  of  heaven,  in  this  refpe&  overtopping  all  the  cieatifll 

of  God;  fo  that  hereby,  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews £6 

courfeth,  that  of  the  Pialmift  was  verified,  concenvig 

Pfai.  viii.  5.  man  5  Thou  haft  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour,  aid 

Hcb.ii.7,  hajlfet  him  over  the  works  of  thine  hands ;  thouhqflptd 

all  things  under  his  feet:  the  angels  themfelves  cannot 

Heb.  ii.  16.  boad  of  fuch  an  honour ;  for  he  took  not  the  nature  of  ait* 

*'  gels,  but  he  took  tlie  feed  of  Abraham :  being  therefore  lb 

highly  dignified,  we  fhould  have  a  mind  fuitably  great  and 

noble,  loving,  delighting  in,  aiming  at  the  moft  excellent 

things,  void  of  bafe  cares,  of  fordid  defires,  of  unworthy 

Phil.  ii.  is.defigns;  we  ihould,  in  all  our  converfation,  demean  our- 

1  Pet.l  15  fclves  worthily  and  decently,  like  the  brethren  of  Jefus 

!<;•  and  children  of  God»;    that  we  may  not  difparage  and 

ncni,  p.  dc  difgrace  this  illuftrious  alliance.     As  our  Lord  did  vouch- 

Nat.Serm.  f^f^j^  j^  moft  condefcenfivc  grace,  to  refenible  us,  fo  fliould 

we,  with  a  generous  and  honcft  ambition,  afpire  to  refem- 

ble  him ;  as  he  (looped  to  humanity,  fo  let  us  rear  our- 

felves  to  a  kind  of  divinity,  in  purity  of  mind  and  fan&stj 

of  life;  fo  St.  Gregory  Nazianzenexhorteth;  ^  Let  usy  faith 

he,  be  as  Chrijij  Jince  Chriji  is  become  like  us :  let  us,  for 

his  fake,  be  gods  ^  feeing  he  is  become  man  for  us. 


ixBufMiK    Nax.  Or  at.  tIS. 

i  Agnofcc,  Cbrifliane,  dignitatem  tuam,  et  divinae  confers  fa^lus  natun, 
noli  in  veterem  vilitatem  degeneri  converfatione  recidere.  Lc9  de  Sat. 
Serm.  i. 

M,AitufOi  h*  n^»g  Af^fAt^eg,     Greg,  Nax.  Orat,  41. 
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4.  The  confideration  of  this  point  Ihould  fill  our  beans  SERM. 
vith  spiritual  comfort  and  joy;  there  never  can  beagreater  XXIII. 
>cca(ion  or  jufler  caufe  of  rejoicing  than  this,  that  our 
Lord   is   bom    and    come:    it    is    fignally  EvangeUum, 
jood  tidings;  never  news  more  welcome  hath  come  into 
he  world ;  never  report  more  grateful  was  heard  by  mor- 
al ears ;  it  is  news  from  heaven,  and  the  bed  that  ever 
suae  thence;  Behold,  (faid  the  angel  that  brought  it,  and  Luke  ii.  10. 
I  m^age  it  was  moll  worthy  the  mouth  of  an  angel,}  /r*^  -^ 
M  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  Jhall  be  to  all  people ;  «■*(*•  f*^ 
tew%,  at  which  all  heaven  was  pleafed  and  ravidied  with 
ffft  breaking  prefently  forth  into  hymns  of  praife  and 
Sngratulation ;  There  was  with  the  angel  a  multitude  of  Lnkt  a.  19. 
'Jt*  hHJvenly  ho/i,  praifing  God,  and  faying.  Glory  be  to 
3td  on  high,  on  earth  peace,  and  good-will  to  men.     In 
JUB,  if  we  mark  it,  all  the  grand  caufes  of  extraordinary 
jey  and  feftivity  do  confpire. 

Is  the  birth  of  a  prince  ever  by  honeft  fubj^s  enter- 
tvoed  and  celebrated  with  joy  i  Behold  a  Prince  bom  to 
■fl  the  world;  a  Prince  that  cometh  to  rule  mankind  with 
pufuft  equity  and  clemency ;  to  bring  with  him  all  peace 
■ad  prof^erity;  to  achieve  the  moll  noble  exploits  that 
could  be  undertaken  in  our  behalf,  to  prote6t  us  in  molt 
idRucd  fafety,  to  defind  us  from  all  evil,  to  fubdue  and 
laftroy  all  the  enemies  of  our  welfare,  to  refcue  us  Irom 
1m  greatell  flaverios  and  mifcries,  to  fettle  us  in  perfcA 
lappinefs;  he  bringeth  ^/'''I'fl/Mn /rem  our  enemies,  andLule  i.  71, 
nm  the  hands  oj  all  thai  hate  us  ;  fo  that  being  delivered 
mm  tha  hands  of  our  enemies,  we  might  Jerve  kim  without 
oar,  m  holinefs  and  rightemt/kefs  before  him  all  the  days 
fvwr  lives. 

la  viftory  glorious  and  joyfiil  ?  See  the  invincible  war-  Re».  »i.  a. 
ior  is  iSiied  forth  into  the  fieW,  conqttering  and  to  fo^-j^n",''' 
uer;  he  that  fliall  quell,  dilann,  and  rifle  the  Jlrong  one,  as. 
Iiat  Oiall  rout  all  the  forces  of  hell,  that  {hall  defeat  fin, 
nd  flay  death  itfelf,  that  fhall  fabdue  the  world,  and  fub- 
iGk.  all  things  to  himfelf :   the  Captain  of  our  falvalion 
Opewetb^  triiunpbing  in  humility;  the  gnat  blow  is 
iven;  the  Devil's  pride  and  envy  an  abafed;  all  the 
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SERM.  enemies  are  amaited,  are  daunted,  are  codfeunded  at  Ui 
XXIIL  prefence;  tbey  cannot  ftand,  they  break,  they  Icatter,  they 
flee  before  him. 

Is  the  publiihing  of  peace  acceptable  ?  Behold  etflml 
peace  between  heaven  and  earth,  a  general  peace  amom 
men,  a  peace  of  confcience  between  man  and  himlell^  ii 
now  eftabliflied  and  proclaimed :  the  illuftrioua  ambalbr 
dor,  the  noble  hoftag^  the  inEEdlible  pledge  thereof  is  ai^ 
Eph.  ii.  17.  rived;  Preaching  peace  to  them  that  are  far  off^  aniU 
*'  *^*  them  that  are  near. 

Is  recovery  of  liberty  comfortable  unto  Haves  and  0^ 
tives  ?  Behold  the  Redeemer  is  come,  the  great  ranfim  ii 
laid  down  fixfficient  to  purchafe  the  freedom  of  whok 
worlds :  innocence  appearing  in  human  nature  hath  na-. 
locked  the  prifon  of  fin,  in  which  we  were  cli^y  ds-. 
Gil.  iii.  99.  taincd ;  hath  broken  the  (hackles  of  univeriai  guilt,  wUdi 
fotely  pinched  manldnd:  he  is  come^  who  b  anmntedto 
Luke  IT.  18.  preach  {al^fiMkooroig  Sfttrw)  difmiffHon  to  the  C9f>tive$* 

Is  the  coming  of  a  good  friend  to  be  congratulated? 
Behold,  the  bed  friend  to  aU  mankind  (bringing  with  him 
mod  wholefome  advice,  mod  needful  fuccour,  mod  fea- 
fonable  confolation)  is  arrived  to  vifit  us,  and  dwell  vnth 
lis. 

Is  it  a  comfortable  thing  to  be  graced  with  honour? 
What  greater  honour  could  mankind  be  dignified  with, 
than  this  of  receiving  the  Son  of  God  into  its  kind  and 
kindred  ?  What  could  more  advance  and  adorn  us,  than 
this  high  relation  ? 

Is  mirth  feafonable  to  the  day  of  marriage?  Behold 
heaven  and  earth  this  day  are  coupled,  divinity  is  efpoufed 
to  humanity,  an  eternal  indiflbluble  knot  of  amity,  of 
unity,  is  tied  between  God  and  man;  the  great  Bridegroom 
is  come  forth  clad  in  his  nuptial  garment  of  fle(h,  ready  to 
wed  the  Church,  his  beloved  fpoufe  ^ 

Is  the  fun's  rifing  (after  a  long,  dark,  and  cold  night) 
cheerful  and  comfortable  ?  See,  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  is 

1  In  natafi  Domini  quad  in  nuptiis  fpiritualibus  fponfse  faae  ecdefis 
Chdflus  adjun6lus  eft,  tunc  proceflit  fponfus  de  thalamo  fuo,  hoc  eft  Terbum 
Dei  de  uteio  virginali.    j4itg.  de  Temp,  Serm.  ii. 
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ryiUf  with  healing  in  his  wings;  difpenfing  all  about  his  SERM. 
moft  plea&nt  light,  and  falutary  influences;  The  day-Jpring  XXIII. 
from  on  high  hath  vifited  usy  4i9uflng  an  univerlal  light  Luke  i.  79, 
upon  the  fouls  of  men,  difpelling  the  night  of  ignorance  7^- 
and  error,  Jhining  out  to  thofe  that  Jit  in  darknefs  and  the 
/hadow  ofdeathf  and  guiding  our  feet  in  the  way  of  peace: 
Arife^Jkinejfor  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lorditu,  \x,  1. 
is  rifen  upon  thee^  &c.    Never  did  heaven  with  fo  clear 
and  ferene  a  countenance  fmile  upon  earth,  as  it  did  this 
day,   when   this   fuper-illuftrious  luminary    (this   bright  YLvr.nxW. 
morning  Jiary  as  he  is  called  in  the  Apocalypfe)  did  fpring?^\  ^^ 
up  above  our  horizon.     From  this  aufpicious  day  com-  ••^  ««i  if- 
menced  the  revocation  of  that  fatal  curfe,  by  which  we  *'**'' 
were  exiled  from  Paradife,  condemned  to  death,  expofed 
to  hell ;  the  reinftating  us  in  a  condition  of  hope,  in  a  ca- 
pacity of  happinefs ;  the  return  of  life  and  joy  into  this 
Tegion  of  corruption  and  difconfolatenefs :  this  is  the  day, 
which  all  nations  defired^  and  eameiUy  longed  for,  (with 
an  implicit  fenfe;)  which  the  good  Patriarchs  forefeeing  • 
did  rejoice ;  which  the  Prophets  in  fo  magnificent  ftnons 
did  predict  and  prefigniiy.   In  our  Lord's  nativity  all  man- 
kind was  in  a  manner  bom,  or  did  revive ;  was  reftored 
from  ja  manifold  neceflity  of  dying ;  from  lying  dead  in 
t^  guilt,  and  under  the  power  of  fin$  from  having  our 
bodies  irrecoverably  diflblved  by  cor^uptioq,  and  /our  fouls 
inunerfed  into  thsii  fecond  death  of  endlefs  mifery.   It  is  in 
etkA  therefore  the  world's  nativity  that  we  celebrate,  an- 
nexed to  that  of  our  Lord;  the  beginning  of  the  new, 
better,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  life  to  men :  all  reafon  there- 
fore we  have  upon  this  confideratiou  heartily  to  rejoice ; 
how  extremely  Aupid  and  fenfelefs  are  we,  if  the  appre- 
henfion  of  goods  fo  many,  fo  excellent,  hence  accruing  to 
us,  doth  not  infpire  our  hearts  with  a  grateful  cheerfulnefs.l 
This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made  ;  lei  us  rejoice  pr.cxvm 
and  be  glad  therein.  **• 
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THE  INCARNATION  OF  OUR  IX)RD. 


Matt.  i.  ao. 


mtrfytnn 
Sit. 


For  thai  which  is  conceived  in  her,  is  of  the  Holy  Gho/l. 

SERM.  Xf  every  circumftance  of  our  Lord's  wonderful  incama^ 
XXIV.  ^^  deferveth  to  be  confidered,  as  aSbrding  matter  of  good 
inftru^on^  and  ferving  to  excite  devout  afle£lion;  then 
fiirely  the  principal  caufes  and  ingredients  thereof  maj 
demand  a  fpecial  regard  from  us ;  fuch  are  thofe  which 
are  couched  m  this  text;  the  efficiency  of  the  Holy  Spiriti 
by  which  it  was  accomplifhed ;  the  concurrence  of  the 
blefifed  Virgin  Mary^  as  the  fubje£b^  in  whom  the  divine 
virtue  did  work  it :  upon  which  two  particulars  we  (hall 
refled^  in  order. 

I.  It  was  the  Holy  Gho/l,  by  the  Angular  virtue  and 
operation  of  whom,  without  intervention  of  any  man^  or 
earthly  father^  the  blefled  Virgin  became  impregnated  and 
Luke  iii.sa.  did  conceive.  Jofeph  was,  dg  ^o/xi^tro,  in  outward  ed^em, 
55.  *  the  Father  of  our  Saviour,  (for.  Is  not  this,  faid  they,  the 
^  V;*^l' carpenter' s  f on  P  Is  not  this  the  f on  of  Jofeph?)  the  mo- 
Maik  yI.  a.  defiy  of  his  holy  mother  being  preferved  from  mifprifion 
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under  the  (hroud  of  wedlock,  during  thfc  tinie  that  by  SERM. 
God's  order  the  myftery  and  truth  of  things  was  to  be  XXIV. 
concealed  from  general  notice,  until  the  day  of  his  Itihg  Luke  i.  so. 
fliewed  and  manifefted  to  Ifrael;  but  God  only  was  ih*^®'^"  »•  ^i. 
truth  his  Father,  his  incarnation  being  performed  by  the 
miraculous  efficacy  of  God's  Holy  Spirit;  upon  which 
account  (befide  his  eternal  generation)  he  was  atfo  the 
Son  of  God;  for.  Therefore,  faid  the  angel  to  his  mother,  Luke  i.  35. 
that  holy  thing  which  ^fhall  he  bom  of  thee,  Jkall  he  called 
the  Son  of  God. 

The  matter  of  faft  was  well  known  to  Jofeph  by  reve- 
lation, and  to  the  blefled  Virgin  herfelf  by  her  confcience 
alfo ;  and  by  them  it  was  attefted  to  the  holy  Apoftles ; 
their  atteftation  being  feconded  by  the  miracles  of  our 
Lord,  together  with  all  the  potent  arguments  which  con- 
firm his  dodrine  :  nor  do  we  find,  that  even  the  adverfa- 
ries  of  our  Lord  did  ever  offer  to  impeach  his  parents  of 
impofture,  or  did  anywife  trouble  them  about  this  report 
coming  from  them.  And  it  is  fo  clearly  and  fully  affirmed 
in  the  Gofpels,  that  it  is  prodigioufly  flrange  that  here  have 
been  lately  fome  (called  Jofephites)  who  have  queftionedApud  Epi- 
it,  upon  weak  pretences  of  difcourfe ;  whom  we  cannot  P'""*"" 
otherwife  confider,  than  as  intolerably  audacious  pervert- 
ers  of  Scripture,  or  fubverters  of  its  authority  and  ufe;  for 
farely  nothing  there  can  be  deemed  certain,  if  this  point 
is  not.  The  faft  therefore  we  muft  take  for  granted ;  and, 
for  our  farther  in(lru6lion  about  it,  we  fhall  confider  thiee 
particulars ;  the  manner  of  it,  the  reafons  for  it,  the  prac^ 
ileal  ufe  whereto  it  may  be  applied. 

I.  The  manner  of  that  operation,  whereby  the  Holy 
Ghoft  did  effeft  the  human  generation  of  our  Lord, 
is  by  the  archangel  CJabriel  expreffed  to  be  from  /A^^^-Lukei.aA. 
pervention.of  the  Holy  Ghojiy  and  the  divine  power  over^^^^*  ^*' 
fluidowing  the  hlejfed  Virgin;  the  which  words  being  of  fo 
gpeneral  interpretation,  and  as  to  precife  meaning  fo  little 
intelligible  by  us,  may  well  ferve  to  bound  our  curiofity, 
and  to  check  farther  inquiry.  Some  indeed  (as  the  fol- 
lowers of  Valentinus  and  Apollinariu^^  of  old ;  as  Menno, 
Servetus^  and  others,  of  late)  have  been  fo  bold,  as  to  de- 
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6ERM.  termine,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  did  hxiDg  firom  heaven  a 
XXiy.  body,  which  he  did  convey  into  the  blefled  Virgin)  or 
that  our  Saviour's  flefli  was  formed  of  a  divine  feed,  from 
the  fubftance  of  God  himfelf ;  or  that  in  his  conception 
the'  Holy  Ghoft  did  create  and  impart  fomewhat  of  mat- 
ter; but  it  is  enough  to  (ay,  that  thefe  are  raih  and 
groundlefs  conceits;  the  holy  Fathers,  having  weij^ied 
and  difcufled  fuch  imaginations,  to  prevent  dangerous  or 
mifbecoming  thoughts  and  fpeeches,  about  a  point  of  fo 
facred  nature,  more  foberly  do  teach,  that  our  Saviour 
Dmtic.Hi.was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  not  ffw§pfuKrtnMSj  fend' 
Jnft.MuL  ^^y »  ^^  8i|/x»«^iiui(,  aperativeUf  ;  i  isa  vwwims^  mi  h/ 
Apol.  s.     copulation  ;  but  ita  iwofun^,  by  power  ;  not  de  Jub/kmtk 
^^      SpirUus  San&i,  of  the  fubftance  of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  butdf 
Serm.  vi.    poieniia,  by  the  virtue  of  it ;  and  farther  than  this,  lay 
Nat.  Sam.  ^^Yj  Generationem  ejus  quis  enarrabit  f  JVho  can  declare 
his  generation,  or  exa^y  defciibe  the  manner  of  a  per- 
formance fo  very  wonderful  and  fublime;  to  the  which 
no  experience  doth  fumifh  any  event  like  or  comparable  ? 
When  therefore  it  is  faidy  that  the  conception,  or  genera- 
tion, was  Ik  «rvf  tJ/xoroj  iyltfy  of  the  Holy  Gho/iy  the  prepo- 
fition  ex  is  to  be  taken  for  the  fame  with  x/nlj  or  Sjo,  (as  it 
is  very  commonly  ufed,)  denoting,  not  matter  out  of  which, 
but  efficiency  by  which  the  effeift  was  derived.    But, 

a.  Why  was  our  Saviour  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghoft? 
Divers  reafons  for  it  may  be  ailigned. 

1 .  1 1  was  needful  for  aiTuring  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour, 
or  his  being  the  eternal  Son  of  God.  That  the  Meflias, 
the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  fliould  be  the  Son  of  God, 
was  neceflary,  according  to  the  purpofe  of  God,  the  an- 
cient prediSions,  the  general  opinions  and  expedhitions  of 
Pfal.  ii.  7»  God's  people,  (often  implied  in  the  Gofpels;)  accordingly 
1  Chron.    ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  co-etemal  Word  in  his  divine  nature; 

xxii.  10.     but  it  was  requifite  that  he  fhould  alfo  be  fuch  accordinir 

a  Sara.  VII.         i  .     i  i        i      i  .  ,. 

13.  to  his  human  nature;  that  by  his  extraordmary  genera- 

Pf.  Ixxx.  \\qx^^  as  man,  his  other  more  fublime  generation  (fo  much 
5ohn  i.  34,  tranfcending  human  conceit)  might  be  more  credible,  and 
vi%9*.*^''  ^^  world  might  be  convinced  of  his  divinity;  for  men 
Matt.  xvi.  hardly  would  have  been  capable  to  believe  him  more  than 

Mark  xiy.  61.  xxiri.  63.  MatL  tHi.  39*  Mark  i.  94.  Luke  vw,  34. 
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a  man,  whom  they  (aw  bom  in  the  common  way  of  men :  SERM. 
Is  not  this  the  f on  of  Jofeph?  was  an  argument  which  XXIV. 
they  urged  againft  him,  when  he  fpake  about  his  defcent 
from  heaven^  John  vi.  42.  and  caufed  them  to  admire, 
vrhen  they  obferved  the  power  of  his  miracles  (Matt.  xiii. 
55O  ^n<I  the  wifdomof  his  difcourfe,  (Luke  iv.  22.)  but 
eafily  might  they  be  induced  to  admit  a  myftery,  which 
was  countenanced  by  fo  grand  a  miracle,  as  the  birth  of  a 
child,  by  the  divine  power,  without  a  father. 

2.  This  was  the  mod  fit  way  of  accomplifhing  that  fo 
neceflary  conjundion  of  the  divine  and  human  nature :  a 
work  of  fuch  grandeur  and  glory,  of  fuch  grace  and  good- 
nefs,  was  not  to  be  achieved  by  any  other  agent  than  by 
him,  who  is  the  fubftantial  virtue  and  love  of  God ;  by 
whom  we  fee  all  extraordinary  and  mod  eminent  works 
to  have  been  managed,  to  whom  commonly  the  fjayaKaa 

0f»,  the  majeftic  and  magnificent  things  of  God  are  afcrib-  AAs  ii.  11. 
ed ;  for  in  the  creation  of  the  world,  it  was  the  Spirit  of 
God  which  moved  upon  the  waters,  forming  things,  and 
impregnating  them  with  all  kinds  of  life  and  vigour  na- 
tural ;  he  it  is,  to  whom  thofe  fignal  works  of  Providence, 
the  revelation  of  divine  truth,  the  predi6lion  of  future 
events,  the  performance  of  miracles,  the  renovation  of 
men's  minds,  and  reformation  of  their  manners,  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner  are  attributed ;  fo  likewifc  to  him  this  incom- 
parably fupematural,  glorious,  and  important  a£i  was 
moft  properly  due. 

3.  It  being  necefifary  that  our  Saviour  (hould  be  confe- 
crated  to  his  great  fundions,  and  perfe^ly  fan£lified  in 
his  perfon,  as  man ;  and  thofe  performances  (according  to 
the  myitical  economy  of  things  among  the  divine  Perfons) 
being  appropriated  to  the  Holy  Ghofl,  the  natural  fpring 
.of  all  derived  fan£lity ;  his  efficacy  muft  needs  intervene 

to  this  purpofe  :  if  Jeremiah,  St.  John  Baptift,  and  St.Jer.i.  5. 
Paul,  (perfons  defigned  for  offices  and  employments  in^JjJYis* 
dignity,  in  confequence  fo  far  inferior,)  were  fan£tified,  and 
feparated  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  from  their  mother's  womb ; 
jln  how  more  excellent  kind  and  degree  was  it  requrfite. 


MftBt  tint  Im  flioold  b«  liuiaified  therd>y,  *lie  «H  ftnt  iau  the 

30EIV.  woild  to  radeem  Rod  pnrify  it  from  tR  fiUh  ind  tnki 

'j^f^  ^  ,^  Aceoidiiig  to  thst  Ikying  of  our  Lor^  Sag  y>  of  tiitt 

uikom  the  Eaiher  kath  faa&ified,  audjtia  into  tkg  wttUt 

Thou  hlefpham^s  betxatfe  I /aid,  I  am  the  Smaf  Gtdf 

whereu  the  6jit  of  Gods  wu  pna  to  perfbni  devintdd 

to  far  meaner  fervioet. 

runiniin       4.  It  wu  needful,  that  the  human  detnfe^  wfaidi  Ood 

ajTBhmm  *^  vouch&fe  to  hig^faly  to  adnneet  hy  aiRmang  it  to  a 

«^yi  perfbaal  ooDJnnfiion  and  muoA  witb  laadeU,  flioold  be 

yii  n  la  (c  dear  ftom  all  ftain  and  poUutkm ;  SaA  aa  in  ordinHy 

^|^^°'propagBtioD  doth  adhere  to  vat  fatfid  Jlafi  and  oon^ 

tentiM  u.  nature ;  that  he  whom  God  riven  ai  man  wouH  fo  deariy 

^^^  love,  and  lb  entirely  be  {dea&d  with,  Ihould  be  vtad  «f 

cuBbhi-   tbeleaft  inclination  to  iniquity  or  impurity;  for,  ai  the 

21^  ne.  P&Inufttellethui,  GfodiiBof  aGtwffAai  A<tfA  pl^mtim 

MntfwLaKtdbiAM/i,  neitker  Jkall  evil  dwell  mth  Um/  ht  n  «f 

Ser.  9.  *    purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and  cannot  fo  much  as  look 

Kom.viii.    Upon  iniquity;   how  then  would  he  receive  any  defiled 

PU_T,  4_    thing  into  fo  near  an  union,  into  fo  dear  a  regard,  into  fo 

H>b.  1. 19- full  a  complacence?  He  therefore  was  to  be  thoroughly 

fkn&ilied ;  and  thence  it  was  needful  that  his  humanity 

fhould  ilfue  from   the  fountam  of  holinefs,  God's  mc^ 

holy  Spirit. 

5.  It  in  like  manner  was  necefiary,  that  he  who  w«* 
ordained  to  appeafe  God'a  difpleafure,  and  fully  to  recon- 
cile him  toward  us,  to  expiate  all  our  oSences,  thorouglily 
to  redeem  mankind  from  the  guilt  and  from  the  power  of 
fin ;  who  with  abfolute  authority  was  to  teach,  to  excni- 
«  Cor.v.91.  ^ty,  to  command  all  righteoufnefs,  fbould  himfelf  ktuw 
Heb.  ri.3«,  no  Jffi :  Such  an  High  Priejl,  as  the  Apoftle  faith,  becaate 
"■  aSf  who  was  holg,  harmlefs,  iinde^ed,Jeparale  JromJinMni 

who  had  no  need^firfi  to  offer  vpjacrificesjbr  hit  oumjha: 
1  Pot.  1. 19.  the  facrifice  expiatory  for  our  offences  was  to  be  a  iamt 
without  blemifii  and  without  Jpot :  whence  he  was  to  be 
Luke  I.  as.  fully  lan€tified ;  and  to  become  ri  ^m,  that  holy  /AtMf> 
(abfolutely,)  as  he  was  termed  by  the  celeltial  meSenger: 
whence  from  the  foiuce  of  lan^ty,  the  Holy  Gfao^ 
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whofe  proper  name  doth  import  bolinefs^  whoft  proper  SCRM. 
work  it  is  to  fan6liiy,  he  was  to  derive  a  perfe6l  fan£Uty  XXIV. 
aod  purity  in  his  facred  conception. 

6.  We  may  add,  as  an  obfervable  point,  the  analogy, 
or  appofite  refemblance  thereof,  between  the  conception 
of  our  Saviour  for  us,  and  \\\%  formation  inns;  his  na-Gal.iy.  19. 
tural  generation  and  the  fpiritual  regeneration  of  Chrif* 
tians ;   his  becoming  our  brother  in  the  iiefti,  and  our 
being  made  his  brethren  in  the  Spirit ;  both  being  efTefted 
by  the  lame  agent:  as  Qhrift  was  made  true  man,  and 
partaker  of  our  nature,  fo  we  become  true  Chriftians,  and 
tonforts  of  the  divine  nature j  by  the  operation  of  the  fameSii«r  pUim 
divine  Spirit :  as  he  by  the  difpenfation  of  God,  fo  we  by  ^^J^'j^  ^ 
hb  grace  are  bom^  not  by  bloody  nor  by  the  will  ofjle/h,  nor  Eph.  i.  10. 
by  the  will  of  many  but  of  God;  hence  doth  accrue  a  new 
relation,  and  we  become  his  brethren,  not  only  as  he  was 
made  like  to  us,  but  alfo  as  we  become  like  to  him ;  and 
are  begotten  of  God,  by  the  fame  heavenly  virtue,  theiPctLM. 
lame  incorruptible  feed,  ^^ 

It  may  indeed  be  an  admonition  to  us,  to  labour  after 
this  fpiritual  conception,  which  will  render  us  conform- 
able to  our  Lord,  and  far  more  truly  allied  to  him,  than 
even  his  partaking  our  nature  hath  done ;  and  indeed 
without  that  fpiritual  one,  this  carnal  alliance  will  not 
fignity  any  thing  of  benefit  to  us  ;  it  will  little  profit  us, 
that  he  was  born  in  the  flefli,  if  we  are  not  bom  of  /Ac  a  Cor.  v.  i6. 
Spirit ;  without  which  generation  we  cannot  enter  into  Me  John  iii. 
kmgdom  of  God.  * 

3*  The  proper  application  of  this  point  is  to  engage  us 
on  a  thankful  adoration  of  the  divine  goodnefs  and  wif- 
dom  ;  fo  fully,  fo  fitly  carrying  on  that  infinitely  gracious 
work  of  our  redemption;  all  the  divine  Perfons  of  the 
blcfled  Trinity  in  a  particular  manner  confpiring,  as  in  the 
defignation,  fo  in  the  execution  thereof;  the  Father  mer- 
cifully deftinating  and  fending  his  Son ;  the  Son  willingly 
and  gladly  condefcending  to  come ;  the  Holy  Ghoft  ef- 
feAually  bringing  him  into  the  world ;  to  which  blefled 
Trinity  therefore  we  (hould  render  all  humble  reverence 
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SERM.  and  hearty  praife:  and  fo  much  for  die  fitft  particala^ 
XXIV.  obferved  in  the  text.  ^ 

II.  The  next  is,  the  concnrrence  of  the  blefled  Vlr^ 
rUtmirf  Mary  to  our  Lord's  generation;  tktU  wkkh  is  eoncr^ 
'*'*''      (or  generated)  tn  her. 

The  being  generated  (ri  ytnaaim,  here)  we  may  fop- 
pofe  to  refpeS  or  to  exprefs  his  whole  human  geana- 
tion,  with  the  parts  and  progrels  thereof;  implyii^  on  the 
Virf^'s  part  all  that  (he  as  a  mother  did  confer  thefeto; 
wherein  therefore  are  comprehended  the  following  pard- 
colars; 

I.  His  conception  of  her  fubflance,  whence  be  is  called 
LDkel.tg.  the  fruit  nf  Her  womb;  and  a  rod  (that  is,  a  branch,  at 
^Jv^>|    twig)  JProuting  from  ikefiem  ^  Jeffe;  and.  Behold,  faid 
y«tf.  Luke  the  angel,  Ihou^ll  concaive  m  thy  womb. 
'' "'  2.  The  nutrition,  accretion,  and  entire  conformation  of 

his  body,  out  of  her  blood  and  Cubftance ;  whence  bo 
Lnkeii.9;.won)b  is  faid  to  bear  him,  {Blejfed  is  ike  womb  that  bare 
^™':.  tliee,)  to  have  been  gravidated,  or  great  with  child;  the 
Miit.  i.  18.  which  as  it  grew  did  iwell  her  womb  vifibly  ;  fo  that^e 
"*|,^(*  was  found,  or  obferved,  by  apparent  figns,  to  be  willi  cfuld 
"■  of  him,  or  to  have  htm  in  her  womb. 

3.  His  nativity  itfelf,  or  exclufion  into  the  open  world; 
Lukeii.s.r.  which  is  thus  expreffed  by  the  Evangelill ;  The  days  wen 
accomplijhed  that  Jhe  fhould  be  delivered,  and  fhe  brought 
forth  herfrftbomfon. 

Whatever  therefore  any  mother  doth  confer  to  the  en- 
tire produ3ion  of  a  child,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  blcffed 
tak«  i.  43.  Virgin ;  whence  (he  was  truly  and  properly  the  vtother  ef 
our  Lord,  and  is  accordingly  often  fo  called  in  the  Gof- 
pels;  whence  alfo  (he  hath  been  in  the  Chureh  defined  to 
be  and  commonly  ftyled  diaraxe;,  the  bearer  and  mother 
of  God;  that  is,  of  him  who  is  God;  that  term  aflertiog 
Ndt  ad      the  divinity  of  Chrifl  and  the  unity  of  his  perfon,'  [agunll 
Omc.  Epb.  Neftorius  and  his  partizans ;   who  faid,  that  the  Viigin 
v^'*  A     ^^  ""^  properly  dtor&tof,  but  xpifvroxos ;  and  that  he  who 
Ndi.         was  bom,  was  not   God,  but  iiAfennf  dMf<^f^  a  naa 
carrying  God,  or  divinity>  in  him.J 
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Now  for  our  infiruftion  and  ufe  we  may  refolve  the  SERM. 
word  her  into  three  refpe6ls  difiin£Uy  considerable;  he  XXIV. 
was  bom  of  her,  a  Woman ;  he  was  bom  of  her,  a  Vir^n  5 """—""" 
he  was  bom  of  her,  Mary;  each  of  which  refpe£ks  is 
pregnant  with   matter  obfervable  :    he  was  bom  of  a 
Woman>  that  was  highly  needful  to  be ;  of  a  Virpn,  that 
was  very  requifite;  of  Mary,  that  doth  involve  divers 
circumftances  of  importance. 

I.  Our  Saviour  was  bom  of  a  woman. 

The  Valentinian  heretics  of  old  did  opine,  that  he  was 
only  bom  through  a  woman,  or  did  merely  pafs  through 
her,  as  liquor  doth  pafs  through  a  veflel ;  but  that  is  a 
great  error ;  for  he  was  bom  in  her,  and  of  her ;  in  our 
text  it  is  h  ovtJ  y8vyi}div,  generated  in  her;  which  in  found 
exprefleth  no  more,  than  her  containing  him  when  con- 
ceived, but  according  to  the  force  of  the  Hebrew  particle  1 
(be)  anfwering  to  bv  here,  is  apt  to  fignify  more;  and 
muft  be  taken  to  do  fo  in  conformity  to  parallel  expref- 
fions ;  as  that  of  St.  Paul,  God  fent  forth  his  Son  bom  ix  GaL  W.  4, 
ywMxhgj  of  a  woman ;  and  that  of  St.  Luke  (in  the  bed 
copies^  followed  by  our  Englifh  tranflators)  to  yiwoifji^svfiv 
ix  0-8,  The  holy  thing  that  is  bom  of  thee,  or  out  of  thee.      Luke  i.  35. 

Indeed  of  a  woman  he  was  born,  that  is,  from  the 
matter  and  fubftance  of  a  woman  :  (o  as  thereby  to  bear 
the  relation  of  a  kinfinan  to  us,  becoming  confanguineous 
to  all  mankind,  which  God  did  make  of  one  blood;  whence  A£ts  xrlL 
he  is  not  ajhamed  to  call  us  brethren,  [and  alloweth  us  to  ^^*|,  jj 
be  ofhisjlf/h  and  of  his  bones.]  11—14. 

We  may  ealily  conceive,  that  God  could  immediately  ^  '  ^' 
have  created  a  nature  in  kind  and  properties  like  to  ours, 
and  have  aflumed  it;  but  that  would  not  have  fo  fitly 
ferved  the  defign  of  reconciling  himfelf  to  us,  and  re- 
deeming us ;  to  the  effefUng  that  in  the  mofi  congmous 
way,  not  only  a  refemblance  in  nature,  but  a  cognation 
and  proximity  in  blood  was  needful,  or  at  leaft  was  very 
convenient  and  fuitable  :  for  our  blood  being  tainted,  our 
whole  (lock  having  forfeited  its  dignity  and  eftate  by  the 
rebellious  difloyalty  of  our  common  anceflors,  it  was  ex- 
pedient that  it  (hould  be  purged  and  reftored  by  the  fatif- 
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SERM.  bftoiy  aunt  ind  tco^table  fidsHty  of  odB|  dAo  wit  of 

^M^-  onrrtcBMidfcinditd.    We  bebg  lo  bs  adt^kted  and  te- 

C«ved  Into  God's  fmmi}y,  it  was  proper  that  bofiMffl  Aoidd 

^  tianfeaed  by  ioterrcntion  of  a  common  ralatii»;  ao- 

a*).lr. «.  cording  to  the  diieourfe  of  St.  Paul>  G^djtmt  Jvrik  Mt 

^  StHt  b»rm  of  a  wowum,  bom  wuttr  the  lam,  that  hg  waght 

fddwM  (A*^  that  tMfv  under  tka  law,  (that  aecorcting  to 
the  oUigation  undertaken  by  hira,  he  petfiornuiig  the 
obedience  required  by  the  Uwy  might  redeem  tbofe  who, 
hung  tied  to  obey  the  law,  had  yet  traii%rcfled  it»)  1m  H/f 
vUvJw  itoM^uit  that  (it  followeth)  tut  m^kt  mtm 
lA»  adtptitmi  that  is,  that  we  l^  Tirtoe  and  in  cob6- 
quence  of  that  Uith  fhrni  a  wonun,  and  of  that  obedience 
to  the  law  peifcrmed  I7  our  brother,  might  be  in  oapadtf 
to  rccmw  the  quality  or  ftate  of  Ibai  to  God. 
,  It  was  likewife  feemly,  that  the  devil,  v4m>  by  ths 
weaLoda  ct  a  woman  had  feduoed  man  from  Us  duty  le 
God,  had  overthrown,  triumphed  over,  and  captivated 
God's  creature,  in  jufl  amends,  foi  the  reparation  of  God's 
honour,  and  our  confoIatioD,  fhould  by  the  llrength  and 
^thfiil  conllancy  of  one,  proceeding  trom  a  woman,  be 
himlelf  defeated  and  debafed ;  according  to  the  myftical 
Intent  of  that  moll  ancient  prophecy,  or  promife,  Thejetd 
of  tfu  u/omanJhaU  break  the Jerpent's  head;  <^  the  woman, 
the  man  is  not  mentioned ;  for, 

a.  Our  Lord  was  bom  of  a  virgin  :  fo  it  was  anciently 

U«,  *ii.  14.  prefignified  and  predicted ;  a  virgin  Jhall  conceive  and  bear 

t^OygfiJons  a  virgin;  Almah,  mtsk^w^;,  (fo  Aquila,  with  re- 

fpe£t  to  the  derivation  of  the  word,  did  render  it,)  that  is, 

a  recltife;  one  who  perhaps  had  feldom  feen,  who  never 

had  known  a  man. 

This,  it  feenieth,  was  that  new  thing  (that  moft  ftrange 
and  admirable  thing)  which  God  in  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
Jcr.  xni.  did  forefhew,  that  he  would  create  in  ike  earth,  and  which 
{bould  then  happen,  when  he  would  reftore  Zion,  and 
eftabljfli  a  new  covenant  with  his  people ;  namely,  a  wo- 
man JfiaU  compafs  a  man ;  a  woman  in  a  manner  extraor- 
dinary, without  the  concourfe  of  a  male,  lliould  conceive, 
tmi  enclofe  in  ber  womb  a  man;  that  very  man,  who 
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Ihould  accomplifli  the  great  matters  there  predi£ted  and  SERM. 
promifed.  So  it  was,  and  fo  upon  divers  accounts  it  was  XXIV. 
Kquifite  that  it  fliould  be. 

For  how  otherwife  apparently,  to  the  fenfe  and  fatisfac- 
tion  of  all  men,  could  he  be  that  which  (according  to 
ancient  prophecies  and  common  expe^tion,  as  alfo  ac- 
cofding  to  the  exigency  of  things,  and  the  tenor  of  divine 
purpofes)  he  ought  to  be,  both  the  Son  of  God  and  the 
Son  of  Man,  otherwife  than  by  coming  of  a  virgin  ?  He 
muft  be  bom  of  a  woman,  that  he  might  truly  be  the 
Son  of  man ;  he  mull  be  bom  of  a  virgin,  that  he  might 
ye  clearly  the  Son  of  God ;  how  otherwife  could  there  be 
ui  effectual  convi£tion  of  his  divine  original  ? 

It  was  alfo  decent  and  expedient,  that  the  tabemacle  iu'Ev'^fl^ya^ 
vhich  God  fhould  refide  and  dwell,  fliould  be  proper  andJVT  *?' 
snclofed ;  that  the  temple  of  the  divinity  fliould  be  holy  •^•"■•^  j»  «y 
ind  feparate;  that  the  foil,  whence  holinefs  itfelf  would  ^;^^[|^|I2[. 
prout  forth,  fliould  be  clear  and  pure  from  all  fordid  mix-  T*  ^''i  ^* 
4ires  ;  that  none  fliould  prefume  to  touch  the  border  of  «m  ff  ^». 
that  holy  *  mountain,  where  God  fo  fpecially  would  ma-^rj'j^ 
rufeft  himfelf;  that  the  luft  of  man  fliould  not  approach  «#3iu.t?r#x* 
that  place,  whence  the  glory  of  God  would  fo  illuJftrioufly  ^£ijl^jjau 
(bine  forth.  (»m«  >'«• 

It  was  ^o  moft  convenient  for  exciting  due  attention  SEiod.  xiz. 
and  regard,  for  begetting  faith,  for  procuring  Ireverence^^* 
and  admiration  in  men,  that  our  Redeemer  fliould  enter 
on  the  world  in  a  manner  fo  peculiar  and  miraculous: 
for  who  that  heareth  of  fuch  an  event,  can  forbear  to 
mind  it,  and  ponder  on  it  ?  who  can  doubt  him  to  be  the 
Son  of  God,  whom  by  fufiicient  and  certain  atteftation  he 
leameth  to  have  been  conceived  without  any  concurrence 
of  man  ?  who  will  not  readily  defer  high  veneration  to 
him,  who  appeareth  in  a  manner  fo  glorious  and  fuper- 
natural? 

3.  Moreover,  our  Saviour  was  bom  of  Mary ;  of  that 
fingular  perfon  determined  and  defcribed  in  the  Crofpels ; 
of  her  that  was  efpoufed  to  and  did  live  with  Jofeph  ; 
with  Jofeph  the  carpenter;  who  was  bom  in  the  town 
of  Bethlehem,  who  lived  in  the  city  of  Nazareth  in 
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STBRM.  Galilee }  who  both  according  to  natund  and  Itgtl  eztne- 

XXIV.  tion  was  defcended  in  a  direft  lineage  fircmi  Kng  Dandy  be^ 

'K|rffffffTf>  ing,  as  St.  Luke  faith,  of  the  houfe  and  family  ofDavid^  and 

^^H^^^whb  by  confequenoe  did  lineally  come  from  Abraham. 

Lake  ii.  4.  She  herfelf  was  alfo  of  the  fSune  ftock  and  familj;  as  majr 

**  *''        be  collefted  from  drcumftances  intimated  in  the  flory,  and 

certainly  may  be  deduced  from  the  prophecies  concennng 

our  Saviour's  ftock,  with  the  aflertions  uoQplying  their  ao- 

complifhment. 

Of  Mary  therefore,  by  blood  and  progeny  a  prinoefi, 
extrafted  from  the  moft  Uluftrious  ftem  on  earth;  not  011I7 
tiike  i.  4S.  fiunous  among  men,  but  (which  is  infinitely  more)  ^le- 
cially  dear  to  God;  who  yet  in  external  condition  wn 
very  mean  and  poor,  living  obfcurely  in  haUtation  widi 
an  artifan,  of  a  painful  and  not  gginfiil  trade. 

As  for  her  perfonal  qualifications,  they  were  ezceUeadj 
^worthy;  for  in  <Ufpofition  of  mind  (he  was  very  idig^ooi 
and  devout  toward  God ;  in  the  temper  of  her  fpirit,  very 
fweet  and  calm,  very  modeft,  meek,  and  hiunble;  fuch  the 
paflfages  occurring  in  the  Gofpels  concerning  her  do  (hew 
her  to  have  been;  fuch  particularly  that  moft  excellent 
hymn  ejaculated  by  her  (wherein  we  may  difcover  a  fpirit 
raviihed  with  the  moft  fprightly  devotion  imaginable ;  a 
devotion  full  of  ardent  love,  of  humble  thankfulnefs,  of 
hearty  joy,  tempered  with  moft  fubmiflive  reverence)  dc- 
nfionftrateth  her  to  have  been. 

Of  a  mother  fo  related,  and  fo  qualified,  our  Saviour 
was  bom ;  both  which  points  were  requifite. 

She  was  fo  related,  for  the  declaration  of  God*s  truth. 
Gen.  xxvi.  fidelity,  and  conftancy,  in  accompliftiing  thofe  ancient  pre- 
xTHi.i8.    diSions  and  promifes  made  to  the  Fathers;  to  Abraham, 

Gal '  ilia's  ^^^^  *'*  *"  J^^  ^^'  '*^  families  of  the  earth  fhould  be 
A&sti'u^i.bleffed;  to  David,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his  •  loins  God  would 
lfi!xi.  1.  ^^i/^  ^P  CArj/i  toft  upon  his  throne;  concerning  whom,  as 
>o.  by  many  paflages  in  the  Gofpel  it  appeareth,  God*s  people 

XV.  3.  *  '  had  a  general  expe^tion  and  perfuafion,  that  he  fhould 
Pf.  cxixii.  \yQ  iJig  yoj  Q^i  qJ  thejiem  ofJeJfe^  and  a  Branch  growing  out 

RcT.  V.  5,   of  his  roots;  in  whom  the  horn  of  David  Jhould  bud;  who 

AmM  fz.  A^^^  ^^ifr  l^  tabernacle  of  David  that  was  fallen^  and 
11. 
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rute  over  the  kingdom  ^  Jacob /or  ever-'    and  that  our  SERM. 
Lord  Ihould  be  bom  at  Bethlehem,  that  he  (hould  be  called  XXIV. 


ft  Nazarene,  were  circumftanees  touched  in  the  Prophets,  ^at  xw.  is. 
for  the  verification  whereof  it  was  needful  that  the  mother'*'"  '■»?• 
of  our  Lord  ihould  be  thus  related.  '        i$.'ziit).i. 

She  wai  alfo  to  be  fo  duly  qualitied,  as  to  her  ftate  ^"'l  I^*"',"»3 
nund;  being  homely  in  (late  of  life,  and  holy  in  difpolltion 
of  mind ;  to  (igniiy,  that  God  did  not  fo  much  regard  the 
outward  pomps  and  appearances  of  this  viun  world,  as  the 
inward  frame  and  temper  of  fpirit. 

It  is  indeed  no  fmall  difparagement  to  thofe  empty  glo- 
liesj  which  men  are  wont  fo  hugely  to  admire,  and  it  may 
be  a  ftrong  inducement  to  a  moderate  elleem  of  them,  if 
we  confider  it,  that  God  did  not  choofe  for  the  mother  of 
hU  Son,  and  Sariour  of  mankind,  a  vifibly  great  princefs, 
vr  any  to  appearance  honourable,  fplendid,  or  wealthy 
xrfbnage;  but  her  that  was  efpoufed  to  a  mechanic  artificer, 
ler  that  was  only  rich  in  grace,  and  decked  with  interior 
sndowmenta ;  adorned  (after  the  garb  which  St.  Peter  re- 1  p«.  iii.  4. 
sommendeth  to  women)  toitk  tlie  hiddea  man  of  the  heart, 
m  the  incorruptible  parity  of  a  meek  and  quieljpirit,  which 
m  ihe/ght  of  God  is  of  great  price.  This  is  the  reflefUon 
which  the  herfelf  did  make  upon  the  matter;  for  this  A^Lukei.ti. 
tiul  did  magnify  Godj  hecaufe  he  had  regarded  the  low 
^late  of  his  handmaiden  ;~~he  hadjhewedjlrength  with  his 
arm,  he  hadfcallered  the  proud  in  the  imagination  of  their 
hearts;  he  had  put  down  the  mighty  from  their  feat^  and 
had  exalted  the  humble  and  meek  ;  he  hadjiiled  the  hungry 
with  good  things,  and  the  rich  he  hadfent  empty  away. 
This  Ihewcth  the  extreme  folly  of  contemning  the  poor,  to 
whom  commonly  God  exprelTeth  fo  fpecial  regard,  who 
are  capable  of  fo  high  &voun,  who  have  fo  glorions  con- 
Ibrts  of  their  ftate. 

Such  a  perTon  did  the  Son  of  God  choofe  to  bear  him- 
felff  to  bear  duty  unto,  to  confer  that  fpecial  favour  and 
eminent  honour  upon ;  an  honour,  among  all  exterior  ho- 
nours the  higheft  that  ever  was  vouchfafed  to  any  of  hu- 
tpan  kind,  or  indeed  to  any  mere  creature. 

I  fay  of  exterior  honours ;  for  fpiritual  advantages  ouc 
roL.  IV.  o  o 
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SERM.  Lord  himfelf  doth  teach  us  in  our*e(leem  to  prefer  above 
XXIV.  this  great  privilege ;  they  bdng  toto  genere,  fuperior^  and 
Mac.zii.5o.  placing  US  in  a  nobler  relation  to  him  than  thb ;  Whofth 
every  Guth  he,Jhall  do  the  will  of  my  Father  that  is  in  hea^ 
veUf  the  fame  is  my  brother^  andftjiery  and  mother  ;  the  fame 
in  a  more  excellent  manner  and  fublime  degree  is  allied, 
is  endeared  to  me,  than  he  can  be  upon  the  fcore  o£ 
any  carnal  kindred :  the  conformity  to  him  in  our  miod 
and  affeftions  doth  render  us  nearer  to  him  than  any 
cognation  of  blood ;  the  having  him  formed  in  our  hearts 
is  more  confiderable,  than  the-  bearing  of  him  in  the 
womb. 

Indeed,  the  mother  of  our  Lord  herfelf,  although  as 

Luke  i.  28,  fuch  (he  was  x^a^iTWjXfvi),  efpecially  favoured  and  graced^ 

^^'  ^'      and  bleffed  among  women}  although  upon  that  account  oil 

nations  mufi  efteem  and  call  her  bleffed;  although  worthify 

(he  did  in  that  refpe£t  acknowledge,  that  God  had  dium 

IMyaXsluy   magnificent   and   mighty   things  for   her;   yet 

really,  injuft  efteem,  to  have  Chrift  bom  in  her  foul,  to 

have  participated  of  his  divine  grace  and  prefence  in  her 

heart,  the  Holy  Ghoft's  having  produced  a  fpiritual  birth 

of  holy  difpofitions  in  her,  was  a  nobler  honour  and  a 

ovSi  riKiM-  truer  happinefs  than  that;  neither  would  ity  as  St.  Chry- 

^"^'^g^^^foftom  faith,  have  been  any  wife  profitable  to  her,  iffhe  had 

^aufMirif     not  been  virtuous,  to  bear  Chrift  in  her  womb,  or  to  bring 

Tw^^hcur forth  that  admirable  birth;   this  our  Saviour  plainly  de- 

*^^*/*  «^i-  cJared,  whenas  a  good  woman,  tranfported  by  the  ravifli- 

Chryf-  in    i^g  cxcellcncy  of  his  difcourfe,  did  cry  out,  *  Bleffed  is  the 

Matt.  xii.    ^,Q^jii  iiiQi  iQjre  theey  he  thence  took  occafion  to  lay.  Yea 

♦  Luke  xi.  ratliery  blejfed  are  they  that  hear  the  word  of  God  and  keep 

^^'  it. 

We  might  alfo  here  farther  obferve,  that  our  Saviour 
upon  other  good  accounts  willingly  did  choofe  fo  mean 
a  parentage ;  namely, 

That  he  thence  might  have  readier  opportunity  to  un- 
dergo and  tafte  the  greateft  inconveniences  and  hard(hips 
incident  to  our  nature,  thereby  more  fiilly  meriting  and 
fuffcring  for  us. 
That  he  might  have  occafion  to  exen^plify  the  moft 
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difficult  virtues  and  duties^  (humility,  meeknefs,  patience^  SERM. 
ocmtentednefsj)  fhewing  us  how  we  (hould  virtuoufly  com-  XXI V. 
port  with  the  loweft  ftate ',  how  we  fhould  cheerfully  fuf-  ■"— — 
tain  wants,  labours,  pains,  and  difgraces ;  how  we  ihould 
contentedly  be  deftitute  of  all  the  glories,  riches,  and  plea- 
fiires  of  this  world. 

That  alfo  the  divine  power  and  glory  might  appear 
more  confpicuoufly  through  his  worldly  ftate  of  impo- 
tency  and  bafenefs. 

That  he  might  infinuate  the  nature  of  his  kingdom  not 
to  confift  in  fecular  pomp  and  puilTance,  but  in  fpiritual 
power  over  the  hearts  of  men. 

That  he  might  difcover  wherein  our  happinefs  doth 
confift  j  how  little  any  thing,  which  is  high  in  vulgar  €fieem 
of  men,  is  an  ingredient  thereof:  and  what  is  the  true 
grandeur  of  a  man ;  not  his  outward  garb  and  retinue,  but 
his  inward  virtue  and  goodnefs. 

Finally,  this  relation  of  the  blefled  Virgin  to  our  Lord^ 
as  it  ftiould  beget  a  precious  efteem  and  honourable  me- 
mory of  her,  (for  let  that  mouth  be  curfed  which  will  not 
call  her  blefled,  let  the  name  of  him  be  branded  with  ever« 
lafiing  reproach  of  folly,  who  will  not  prefer  her  in  dignity 
before  any  queen  or  emprefs,)  fo  it  fhould  not  ferve  to 
breed  in  us  fond  opinions,  or  to  ground  fuperftitious  prac- 
tices in  regard  to  her,  as  it  hath  happened  to  do  among 
divers  forts  of  Chriftians ;  efpecially  among  the  adherents 
to  Rome.    For, 

They  (out  of  a  wanton  mind,  but  in  effeft  profanely  and 
lacrilegiouily)  have  attributed  to  her  divers  fwelling  and 
vain  -names,  divers  fcandalouily  unfavoury,  fome  hideouily 
blafphemous,  titles  and  elegies,  as  alluding  to,  fo  intrench- 
ing upon,  the  incommunicable  prerogatives  of  God  Al- 
BUghty  and  of  our  blefled  Saviour ;  fuch  as  the  Queen  of 
Heaven,  the  Health  of  the  Worlds  the  Mother  of  Mercies,  the 
Spoufe  of  God,  Our  Lady,  (as  if,  befide  our  urms  Dominus^ 
there  were  una  Domina  in  the  Church,  forgotten  by  St.  Eph.  w.  5. 
Paul,)  with  the  like.  \  ^'-  ^"^ 

They  afcribe  to  her  the  moft  fublime  attributes  of  God, 

o  o  2 
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SERM.  togetber  with  hia  moft  peculiar  anions  of  jronieaoemi 
XXIV.   proteSion  orer  us,  yea  of  redemption  itfelf. 

They  yield  afts  of  religious  veneration  (prayer  ud 
praife)  to  her,  and  thofe  in  a  very  high  maimer  and  ftrun; 
profefling  not  only  lo  ferve  her  religtoufly,  (whic^  the 
holy  Scripture  chatgeth  us  to  do  in  regard  to  God  and 
him  only,}  but  imfSnijitn,  to  do  more  than  ferve  her,  or  to 
ferve  her  with  exceeding  devotion. 

Who  commonly  do  at  the  end  of  their  works  jmn, 
UniDcociPrat/e  be  lo  God  and  to  the  bleffhd  Firgini  as  if  fbe  wen 
■    "V^-  ^Q  ^tan  with  God  in  the  glory  and  gratitude  due  for  bldT- 
ingor  fuccefs  upon  our  performances. 

All  this  they  do>  without  any  plain  reafon,  any  plaufibk   ] 
authority,  any  ancient  example,  yea  manifefUy  enot^    1 
agaiiifl  the  heft  reafon,  the  commands  of  God,  the  dodritK    | 
and  practice  of  the  primluve  Church,  all  which  do  con-    , 
'  Ipire  in  appropriating  religious  adoration  to  God  alone;    ' 

neither  the  holy  Scripture  aor  the  firfl  Fathers  exceptiiig 
the  blelled  Virgin  from  the  general  rule,  or  taking  notice 
of  her  as  an  objeft  of  our  worfhip,  but  nipping  the  firll  ef- 
fays  of  fuch  a  fuperftition  in  the  CoUyridians. 

Such  groundlefs  and  fbolifh  conceits,  fuch  dangerous 
and  impious  prafiices,  we  Ihould  carefully  beware ;  the 
which,  as  they  much  derc^te  from  God's  honour,  and 
prejudice  his  fervice,  and  thwart  his  commands,  fo  they 
indeed  do  rather  greatly  difcredit,  injure,  and  abufe  the 
blelTed  Virgin,  (making  her  name  acceflbry  to  fuch  enor- 
mous fcandals,)  than  they  do  bring  any  honour,  or  do  any 
right  to  her. 

And  I  doubt  not,  but,  *i  nj  «Mr^if ,  if  Ihe  from  her  feat 
of  blifs  doth  behold  thefe  perverfe  fervices,  or  abfurd  flat- 
teries of  her,  (he  with  holy  regret  and  difd^n  doth  dif- 
tatte,  loathe,  iSfdun,  and  n^A  ibem ;   with  a  Non  fwlii 
Domine,  Pfal.  115.  Not  unlo  us,  O  Lord;   and  with  the 
Re*.  III.    angel  in  the  Apocalypfe,  'Ofa  ^i),  See  thou  do  it  not. 
iwil'as'      Whofe  greater  honour  it  was,  in  truth,  to  be  a  meek 
xir.  M.      and  humble  fervant,  than  to  be  the  mother  of  her  Lord 
and  Saviour ;  it  is  the  chief  and  trued  honour  we  caa  do 
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her^  to  efteem  ber  great  modefty  and  humility,  to  imitate  SERM. 
her  piety  and  grace,  after  her  pattern  confcientioufly  to  XXIV. 
reverence  and  obey  her  Son  5  unto  whom  therefore  let  us 
with  hearty  thankfulnefs  render  all  glory  and  praife. 
Jlnwn^ 


003 


^smm 


^uffeteD  unHet  ]pontitt0  PMte* 


SERMON    XXV. 


I  Cor-  i.  23, 

•  Who  wai  Sut  we  preach  Chri/l  *  cmcified. 

crucified. 

^^%u^-     A  HE  doArine  of  the  Gofpel  is  called  f  the  word  of  the 
t  Aiyn  r»  crqfs  ;  that  is,  a  report  concerning  our  Lord*B  crucifizioiif 
)  Cor.  i.  18.  together  with  a  declaration  of  the  ends^  efieAs,  and  nfes 
of  it ;  this  being  a  fpecial  and  main  point  therein,  whereto 
all  the  reft  are  clofely  allied,  and  whereon  the  whole  me- 
thod of  our  fah^ation  dependeth  ;    a  point,  which  (as  St. 
Paul  in  this  and  in  feveral  other  places  doth  acquaint  us) 
of  all  others  did  find  the  hardeft  entertainment  among  all 
forts  of  people,  to  whom  it  was  addreffed ;   few  auditors 
being  difpofed  to  fwallow  it,  or  able  to  digeft  it.    The 
Jews  were  much  offended,  that  one  who  fuffered  by  their 
hands  in  fo  vile  and  wretched  a  manner  fhould  be  pro- 
pounded to  them  as  their  Mejjias  and  King;  the  fame 
who,  according  to  their  opinions  and  hopes,  (grounded  on 
their  ancient  prophecies  plaufibly  interpreted,  and  on  their 
Ccifus,       conftant  traditions,)   was  deftined  to  reftore  them  from 
Ong.  hb.  u.  ^j^gjj,  affliaed  condition,  and  to  rear  them  into  a  hicch  ftate 

p.  83,  &C.        r  •  • 

lib.  i.  p.  of  profperity.  The  Pagans  took  it  for  an  extravagantly 
Porphyrius.  f^olifh  conceit,  that  a  perfon  of  fo  mean  a  quality  and  fo 
Aug.  de  miferable  a  fortune,  (hould  be  fuch  as  was  told  them,  the 
28.  Lucian.  "^^^^  of  God ^  and  Lord  of  all  things^  the  author  of  happi- 
Jui.  apud  nefs,  and  the  objeft  of  higheft  adoration  to  all  men ;  very 
194.  abfurd  and  abominable  this  propofition  did  generally  feem 

''^'^d  JuA  *^  ^^  carnal  and  worldly  prejudices  of  men,  w^ho  litde 
(p. 317)     could  underftand,  and  lefs  would  confider  the  fublime  de- 
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fign  thereof;  but  to  thofe  who  (being  endued  with  a  meek  SERM. 
hearty  and  enlightened  by  divine  grace)  did  rightly  appre-    ^^^* 
faend  and  duly  weigh  it,  it  did  afford  great  latisfadion 
and  comfort ;  it  had  on  them  a  mod  effectual  and  bene- 
ficial influence;  proving  indeed  unto  them  the  power  q/*iCor.i.]8. 
God  to  falvation ;  as  raifing  in  them  ftrong  hopes  of  fal-  ^^™'  *'  ^®* 
vation,  and  engaging  them  in  a  pra6Uce  conducible  there- 
to.    Upon  this  point  therefore  our  Lord's  ambafladors, 
the  holy  Apoftles,  in  their  preaching  chiefly  did  infift,  de- 
claring the  great  ends  and  excellent  fnuts  of  our  blefled 
Saviour's  crucifixion ;  according  to  that  of  St.  Paul,  Ide^  1  Cor.  ii.  9. 
tennine  to  know  nothing  among  tftm  fave  Chri/iy  and  him 
crucified. 

It  is  therefore  queftionlefs  a  mod  profitable,  and  ever 
(elpecially  now,  when  our  Lord's  pafiion  is  by  the  Church 
folemnly  commemorated)  very  feafonable  fubje£i  of  our 
meditation ;  apt  to  excite  good  thoughts,  good  affeSions, 
and  good  refolutions  in  us ;  and  as  fuch,  I  mean  now  to  Tryphon 
recommend  and  apply  it ;  endeavouring  to  affift  your  me-  juftj,^^ 
dilation  by  fuggefiing  fome  remarkable  particulars  con-  tyr,  doth 
ceming  it ;  and  in  my  difcourfe  I  fhall  not  fo  much  gene-  that  Chrift, 
rally  confider  the  death  and  pafficJn  of  our  Lord,  as  the  J^"*'"* 
particular  manner  and  kind  thereof,  by  crucifixion ;  the  phecies  of 
which  we  may  contemplate,  as  qualified  with  divers  nota-  ^^  ^P* 
ble  adjun6ts ;  namely,  i.  As  a  fuffering  in  appearance  cri- to  fufier; 
minal.    a.  As  moft  bitter  and  painful.     3.  As  mod  igno-^^^  i^lo^ 
minious  and  fhameful.    4.  As  a^creeable  and  advantage- ^«<  >)«^ 
OU8  to  the  mtents  of  his  patnon.    5.  As  completory  ot  fer  in  this 
ancient  prefignifications  and  predi£Uons.   6.  As  apt  to  ex-  ^^'^  •^^' 
cite  devotion  in  us,  and  to  enforce  on  us  the  pra£^ice  of  317.   . 
our  duty. 

L  Let  us  confider  it  as  a  fuffering  in  appearance  crimi- 
nal ;  or  a  feeming  execution  of  juftice  upon  our  Lordj  as 
a  malefa£tor;  He  was,  as  the  Prophet  foretold,  numbered UaAMuiq. 
among  the  tranfgrejfors ;  and,  God,  faith  St.  Paul,  made^^'"'^^' 
him  Jin  for  us,  who  knew  no  Jin;  that  is,  God  ordered  him 
to  be  dealt  with  as  an  exceedingly  finful  or  criminous  per- 
fon,  who  in  himfelf  was  perfe&ly  innocent,  and  void  of  the 
leaft  tendency  to  any  fault :  fo  in  effe£k  it  was,  that  he 
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8ERM.  was  impeached  of  the  higheft  crimes,  not  only  as  am- 
XXV.  ktor  of  the  divine  kw,  in  biealung  the  (iU>bath^  in  keqsiif 
John ^.,8.  bad  company,  and  holding  an  over-free  converiaticmj  but 
X.  80.  vii.  as  an  impoftor,  deluding  and  fedudng  the  people ;  at  a 
blafphemer,  afliiming  to  himfelf  the  properties  and  prero- 
tuke^Hi.  gatives  of  €rod;  as  a  feditious  and  rebellious  perfon,  per* 
Mitt.  zzTii.  *^^^^  '^  naiioHf  forbidding  the  payments  of  tribute  to 
S8.  Celar,  uAirping  royal  authority,  and  pretending  to  be 

Chri/i  a  King;  in  general,  as  a  xatxoimif,  a  malefaBWf 
or  one  guilty  of  notable  crimes;  fo  his  profecutors  (in  the 
John  sfiii.  Gofpel)  did  affirm;  If,  fiud  they  to  Klate,  he  were  not  i 
'^'  malefotBoTy  we  JhouUL  not  have  delivered  him  up  unio  thee: 

as  fuch  he  was  reprefented  and  amugned ;  and  that,  al- 
though by  a  fentence  wrefied  firom  the  judge  againft  hii 
confcience,  by  the  malicious  importunity  of  his  accufati 
be  was  condemned,  and  in  pretence  fufieredas  fiich,  is 
clear,  and  admitted  by  all. 

Now  whereas  any  death  or  paflion  of  our  Lord  (as 
being  in  itfelf  infinitely  valuable,  and  mod  precious  in  the 
fight  of  God)  might  have  been  fufficient  toward  the  ac- 
complifhing  the  general  defigns  of  his  pafliion,  the  expia- 
tion of  our  guilt,  the  appeafement  of  God's  wrath,  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  divine  juftice ;  it  might  be  inqviired,  why 
God  (hould  fo  expofe  him,  and  why  he  fhould  choofe  to 
fufier  under  this  odious  and  ugly  charader :  to  fatisfy  this 
demand,  and  tliat  we  may  the  more  admire  the  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  of  God  in  this  great  difpenfation,  divers  rea- 
fons  may  be  afligned,  which  are  intimated  in  holy  Scrip- 
ture, or  bear  a  conformity  to  its  do£irine,  why  it  was  fo 
ordered.     For, 

I.  As  our  Saviour  freely  did  undertake  a  life  of  greateft 
meannefs  and  hardfhip,  fo  upon  the  like  accounts  he 
might  be  pleafed  to  undergo  a  death,  of  all  moft  bitter 
and  uncomfortable:  there  is  nothing  to  man's  nature  (efpe- 
cially  to  honed  and  ingenuous  nature,  wherein  natural 
modefty  is  not  extin£t)  more  abominable  than  fuch  a 
death  :  God  for  good  purpofes  hath  planted  in  our  confti- 
tution  a  lively  fenfe  of  difgrace ;  and  of  all  dilgraces  that 
which  proceedeth  from  an  imputation  of  heinous  crimes 
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ii  moft  dilguftful  and  pungent;  and  being  confeious  of  S£RM. 
our  innocence,  doth  increafe  the  fmart;  and  to  reflect   XXV. 
upon  ourfelves  dying  under  it,  or  leaving  the  world  with 
an  indelible  ftain  upon  our  name  and  memory,  is  yet  more 
grievous ;  even  to  languifh  by  degrees,  enduring  the  tor- 
ments of  a  long,  however  fharp  difeafe,  would,  to  any  in- 
genuous perfon,  be  far  more  eli^ble,  than  in  this  manner 
(of  being  reputed  and  treated  as  a  villain)  to  find  a  quick 
and  eafy  difpatch ;  fome  touch  of  which  refentment  we 
may  conceive  breaking  forth  in  our  Lord,  and  fomewhat 
of  man's  nature  difcovering  itfelf  in  that  queftion ;  BeyeUikexxiu 
€ame  out  as  again/i  a  thief  ^  with /words  andJiavesP  He  did,  ^^^ 
it  feems,  as  a  man,  loathe  to  be  profecuted  as  a  thief;  yet  55. 
he  willingly  chofe  it ;  as  he  purpofely  did  embrace  other 
the  word  of  diftadeful  things  belonging  to  our  nature, 
and  incident  to  that  lowly  condition,  into  which  he  did 
put  himfelf,  (not  only  being  made  in  the  likendfs  o/'^nan,  Phil.  ii.  7. 
but  taking  t  lie  form  ofafervant ;)  to  endure  want,  and  to 
£are  hardly;  to  be  flighted,  envied,  hated,  fcomed,  and 
reproached  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life.     Had  he 
died  in  any  other  way,  he  had  not  been  fo  complete  a  fuf- 
ferer,  nor  had  tailed  the  word  of  what  men  can  and  do 
endure;  there  had  been  a  cofnfort  in  feeming  innocent, 
which  had  impaired  the  perfe&ion  of  his  undertaking. 
Often  was  he  in  danger  of  death,  both  from  the  clofeJphnv.  is. 
machinations,  and  firom  the  open  violences  of  thofe  who^g/vii/i, ' 
maligned  him;  but  he  induftrioufly  declined  a  death  foi^*^*'** 
eafy,  and  fo  honourable,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak ;  it  not  being 
fo  difgraceful  to  idil  by  private  malice,  or  by  fudden  rage, 
as  by  the  folemn  and  deliberate  proceeding  of  perfons  in 
public  authority  and  great  credit. 

This  kind  of  death  he  did  forefee,  and  plainly  with  fa- 
tisfa^on  did  aim  at;  he  (as  we  have  it  related  in  the  Gof- 
pels)  did  (hew  his  difciples,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  him 
(by  God's  appointment,  and  his  own  choice)  ori  lu  ofirh  Matt  xvi. 
iroAX«  «ra^fiv,  that  he  ought  tofuffer  many  things;  to  he  re-  ^^-^^^^ 
probated  by  the  chief  prie/ls,  elders,  and  fcribes;  to  be  m/t-Markix.is. 
Jied  by  them;  to  be  condemned,  and  delivered  up  to  the^^,^^^ 
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8SRM.  GeniUeSj  §U  vd  ifunt^,  to  be  mocked,  emd /oomrgei,  tad 
^^y*    crucified;  as  a  moft  flagitious  (lave. 

Thus  would  our  Saviour^  in  conformity  to  all  the  reft 
of  his  voluntary  afflidions,  and  for  a  confununation  of 
them,  not  ooly  fuflfer  in  his  body  by  fore  brm&s  and 
wounds,  in  his  foul  by  the  bittereft  forrows  and  agomes; 
but  in  his  name  alfo  and  reputation  by  the  foulxeft  fcm- 
dals ;  undergoing  as  well  all  the  infiemiy,  as  the  infirmity 
which  did  belong  unto  us,  or  could  bebll  us;  thus  mean- 
ing by  all  means  to  exprefs  his  charity,  and  exerdfe  Ui 
compaffion  toward  us$  thus  advandng  his  merit,  and 
yielding  the  utmoft  fatis£Ei£Uon  to  jufBoe  in  our  behaK 
Again, 

2.  Death  pafling  on  him  as  a  malefieidor  by  poUc 
judgment,  did  beft  fmt  to  the  nature  of  his  undertakingy 
was  moft  congruous  to  his  defign  in  fufiering,  did  moft 
aptly  reprefent  what  he  was  doing,  and  imply  the  reafcn 
of  his  performance.  We  all  were  guilty  in  a  moft  high 
degree;  we  deferved  an  exemplary  condemnation;  the 
fharpeft  pain,  together  with  the  greateft  (hame,  was  due 
to  us,  for  our  unworthy  offending  our  moft  great  and 
our  moft  good  Lord  and  Maker ;  he  did  imdertake  in  our 
ftead  to  bear  all  this,  and  fully  to  fatisfy  for  us;  he  there- 
fore underwent  the  like  judgment  and  punifliment,  being 
reputed,  being  termed,  being  treated  as  we  (hould  have 
been,  in  quality  of  a  notorious  malefactor,  as  we  in  truth 
are.  What  we  really  had  aded  in  diflionouring  and 
ufurping  upon  God,  in  difordering  and  troubling  the 
world,  in  deceiving  and  perverting  others,  (by  oinr  ur- 
gent miftakes  and  our  prefumptuous  mifcarriages ;  by 
our  evil  pra£lices  and  contagious  examples,)  that  was  im- 

ifa.  liii.  6.  puted  to  him,  and  avenged  on  him ;  All  we  like  Jheep 
have  gone  qftray ;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own 
waijy  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  him  the  iniquities  of  us 
all;  he  therefore  did  not  only  fuftwi  an  equivalent  pu- 
nifhment,  but  in  a  fort  did  bear  an  equal  blame  with  us 
before  God  and  man.     Farther, 

3.  Seeing  it  was  determined  that  our  Lord  fliould  cQe 
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for  1185  and  that  not  in  a  natural  but  violent  manner^  £0  as  SERM. 
perfeftly  to  (atisfy  God's  juftice^  to  vindicate  his  honour^  XXV. 
and  to  evidence  his  indignation  againft  our  fins;  it  was 
moft  fit,  that  he  (hould  perform  it  in  that  way,  wherein 
God's  right  is  moil  nearly  concerned,  and  his  providence 
moft  difcemible ;  wherein  it  fhould  be  moft  apparent,  that 
God  did  exad  and  infli6t  punifliment  on  him,  that  he  did 
yield  unto  it,  and  fubmifliively  undergo  it.  All  judgment, Deaul. 
as  Mofes  faidin  his  charge,  is  God's;  or  is  adminiftered * jJ'J^' 
in  his  name,  by  authority  derived  from  him;  all  magi- 
ifaates  being  his  officers  and  inftruments,  by  whom  he 
govemeth  and  ordereth  the  world,  his  kingdom ;  whence 
that  which  is  done  in  way  of  formal  judgment  by  perfons 
in  authority,  God  himfelf  may  be  fuppofed  in  a  more 
fpecial  and  immediate  manner  to  execute  it,  as  being  done 
by  his  commiifion^  in  his  ftead,  on  his  behalf;  vidth  his 
peculiar  fuperintendance  and  guidance :  it  was  therefore 
in  our  Saviour  a  fignal  aB.  of  fubmiflSon  to  God's  autho- 
rity and  juftice,  becoming  the  perfon  which  he  fuftained, 
of  our  proxy  and  redeemer,  to  undergo  fuch  a  judgment^ 
and  fuch  a  punifliment ;  whereby  he  received  a  doom,  as 
it  were,  from  God's  own  mouth,  uttered  by  his  minifters; 
and  bare  the  ftroke  of  juftice  from  God's  hand,  reprefent- 
ed  by  his  inftruments;  wherefore  very  feafonably  and 
pertinently  did  he  r^ly  to  Pilate,  avowing  his  authority, 
imder  God  in  thofe  words.  Thou  hadji  no  power  over  me,  x**'  i^. 
(or  ag^nft  me,)  except  it  were  given  thee  from  above;  im-  jj,"  *"* 
plying,  it  was  in  regard  to  that  originally  fupreme  autho- 
rity of  Grod  his  Father,  and  to  his  particular  appointment 
upon  that  occafion,  that  our  Saviour  did  then  freely  fub- 
je£l:  himfelf  to  thofe  inferior  and  fubordinate  powers,  as  to 
the  proper  minifters  of  divine  juftice ;  had  he  fuffered  in 
any  other  way,  by  any  private  malice  or  paifion  of  men, 
God's  fpecial  providence  in  that  cafe  had  been  lefs  vifible^ 
and  Chrift's  obedience  not  fo  remarkable ;  and  if  he  muft 
die  by  public  hands,  it  muft  be  as  a  criminal,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  guilt  and  demerit ;  there  muft  be  a  formal  pro- 
cefs,  how  full  foever  of  mockery  and  outrage ;  there  muft 
be  teflimonies  produced,  however  fiilfe  and  groundlefs; 
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A BRM.  there  moft  be  a  ienteoce  pronoimcedy  althouigh  moft  per- 
JulV.  tkl  and  conrupi;  for  no  man  is  perfecuted  by  autfaority 
without  fome  colour  of  delert;  otherwile  it  would  ceafe 
to  be  public  authority^  and  become  piivate  Yiokiioe;  the 
prolecutor  then  wodd  put  off  the  hco  of  a  mag^flnt^ 
and  appear  as  a  murderer,  or  a  thief. 

4*  In  fine,  our  Saviour  perhaps  in  no  other  way,  widi 
fuch  advantage,  could  have  displayed  all  kinds  of  wtue 
and  goodneis,  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  fiirthenuioe 
of  our  benefit,  as  in  this :  the  judgment-hall,  with  all  the 
paflages  leacfing  him  thither,  and  from  thence  to  execu- 
tion, attended  on  by' guards  of  fiddiers,  amcmg  thecrowdi 
and  clamours  of.  the  people,  were  as  fo  many  theatres,  on 
which  he  had  opportune  convenience  vifibly,  in  the  eye 
of  the  wodd,  to  aft  divers  parts  of  fublim^  virtue;  to  ex- 
prefs  his  mfuperaUe  conftancy  in  attefting  truth  and  main* 
tumng  a  good  coniSaence,  hUi  meeknels  in  calmly  bearing 
the  greateft  wrongs,  his  patience  in  contentedly  enduring 
the  faddeft  adverfities ;  his  entire  refignation  to  the  will 
and  providence  of  God ;  his  peaceable  fubmifiion  to  the 
law  and  power  of  man ;  his  admirable  charity  in  pitying; 
in  excufing,  in  obliging  thofe,  by  his  good  wiflies  and 
eameftvprayers  for  their  pardon,  who  in  a  manner  fo  inju- 
rious, fo  defpitefiil,  fo  cruel,  did  perfecute  him ;  yea  in 
willingly  fuffering  all  this  for  their  falvation :  all  thefe  ex- 
cellent virtues  and  graces,  by  the  matter  being  thus  or- 
dered, were  in  a  degree  moft  eminent,  and  in  a  manner 
very  confpicuous,  demonfirated  to  the  praife  of  God's 
name,  and  the  advancement  of  his  truth ;  for  the  fettle- 
ment  of  our  £uth  and  hope ;  for  an  inftruftion  and  encou- 
ragement of  good  praAice  to  us.  Upon  fuch  confider- 
ations  it  might  be  expedient,  that  he  Aould  fufier  in  this 
kind  as  a  criminal. 
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SERMON   XXVI. 


I  CoK.  i.  23. 
But  we  preach  Chrift  crucified* 

It  18  added  in  the  Creed,  tlltOer  )Bomttl0  Inflate  -,  M  SERM. 
flovr/if  IIiAarif;  in  which  words  the  prepoiition  W  may  XXVI. 
rither  denote  the  circumftance  of  time,  when  our  Saviour's  """""^ 
paffion  did  happen ;  in  the  time  of  Pontius  Pilate's  go- 
vernment, or  preiidency  over  Judea;  fo  the  word  M  is 
very  frequently  ufed :  or  it  may  alfo  farther  imply  a  re- 
fpe£t  to  that  perfon,  as  an  inftrument  of  our  Saviour's 
paffion ;  fo  that  it  might  alfo  be  rendered,  by,  or  under, 
Pontius  Pilate,  as  preiident  and  judge :  thus  is  the  word 
fometimes  ufed,  (as  for  inftance,  where  in  the  Gofpel  it  is 
biAj  Ian  cMw^  TttTo  M  T»  TTf^yJ/wsy  if  this  be  heard  by  the'iA%xu 
governor y  or,  %f  it  come  to  trie  governor  s  ear^  as  it  is 
rendered  in  our  tranflation.)  Neither  of  thefe  fenfes  were, 
I  fuppofe,  di(Un£Uy,  but  both  rather  conjun^y  intended 
here;  in  relation  to  the  evangelical  hiftory;  the  which 
(as  to  the  main  obvious  paflages)  we  are  here  fuppofed  to 
know,  and  do  profefs  to  believe ;  neither  do  I  think  any 
thing  more  of  myftery  deiigned  here  beyond  the  full  and 
clear  determination  of  our  Saviour's  perfon;  or  the  declara- 
tion of  whom  we  do  believe  in  by  circumftances  moft  apt  and 
fuitable  to  that  purpofe ;  the  time  when,  the  perfon  under 
whom,  and  confequently  the  place  where,  and  manner  how 
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SBRM.  he  luflered.  However  all  thefe  drcumftances  fife  in  ttnok 
XXVI.  felves  confiderable,  and  afford  fome  matter  of  edificatkm 
to  our  iiuth  and  pra£dce :  let  us  therefore  touch  them. 

1.  The  time,  in  itfelf  moft  fit,  and  moft  agreeable  to  di- 
TOie  predi£tion89  doth  illuftrate  the  wifdom  of  God  in  his 
providence,  doth  confirm  hir  veradty,  his  conftancyr  and 
his  fidelity :  for  when  the  fulnefs  of  time  was  come;  when 
the  fceptre  of  Ip^ilation  and  foverrign  authority  was  jnft 
departed  from  Judah;  while  the  Jewifh  temple  did  ftandf 
but  was  (hortly  to  be  deftroyed;  before  the  Jews  weie 
utterly  unfettled  and  difperfbd ;  when  thejeveniy  hebdo^ 
modes  (of  years)  were  near  expiring,  the  time  when  die 
J}m/tM.%6.MeffiasJhould  be  cut  off;  when  Judtdim  was  by  numenmi 
acceffion  of  profdytes  difiufed  over  the  world,  the  facred 
writings  bding  tranilated,  and  le^ble  everywhere ',  when 
the  world  was  in  the  moft  general  peace  and  deepeft 
calm,  confequently  men's  attention  bdng  then  more 
ready,  and  their  minds  more  capable  of  inftni&ion  and 
perfuafion  concerning  divine  truths ;  when  the  moft  confi- 
derablepart  of  the  worild  was  united  under  one  empire,  (or 
\mder  two,  that  of  the  Romans,  and  that  of  the  Parthians,) 
and  thence  more  fit  to  be  incorporated  into  a  fpiritual 
commonwealth,  (to  communicate  in  offices  of  piety,  to 
impart  and  receive  inftru6Uon;)  when  mankind  by  learning 
and  policy  was  generally  better  civilized  than  ever,  more 
inquifitive  after  knowledge,  and  more  receptive  of  truth ; 
when,  in  fliort,  all  things  were  duly  prepared  and  fuited 
for  the  great  effeds  defigned  by  God  to  proceed  from  our 
Saviour's  paffion,  and  other  performances,  then  did  he 
fuffer  and  do  what  Grod  had  in  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
predetermined,  prefignified,  and  predi£ted.  I  might  add, 
that  the  time  was  fit  to  be  fet  down,  as  a  chara£ter  apt  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  the  hiftory;  for  diredion  to  a  fair 
inquiry  and  trial  concerning  it ;  to  exclude  all  confufion 
and  uncertainty  about  it. 

a.  As  for  the  per/on  under  whom  our  Lord  fuffered; 
if  we  confider  him  as  a  Roman Jiranger,  (or  Gentile,)  or  as 
a  governor  and  judge;  or  with  regard  to  his  perfonal 
qualities;  or  according  to  his  deportment  in  this  affair; 
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bmething  in  all  thefe  refpeds  may  prefent  itfelf  obferv-  SEftM/ 
kble  by  us.  XXVI/ 

He  was  an  alien  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifirael ;  fo 
Fews  and  Gentiles  confpired  in  violence  and  injury  againft 
:heir  common  Saviour;  that  fo  in  type  and  myftery  it 
(night  be  fignified  how  the  fins  of  all  men  did  jointly 
tiring  him  to  his  death;  that  every  mouth  might  beJiopped,'Rom.\\li9. 
vnd  all  the  world  might  become  guilty  before  God.  Neither 
B^as  it  for  nothing  decreed  by  God,  that  the  Jews  fhould 
(as  our  Saviour  foretold)  deliver  him  up  (toi;  i^wriv)  to  the  Matt  zx. 
Grontiles,  to  mock,  and'fcourge,  and  crucify  him.  The  Jews  J^*  **^*' 
out  of  envy  and  malice  delivered  him  up,  accufed  and  prO'^ 
fecuted  him,  inftigated  and  importuned  againft  him ;  the 
Gentiles,  out  of  ignorance,  profanenefs,  and  unjuft  par- 
tiality, condemned  and  executed  him;  whereby  the  in- 
gratitude, iniquity,  and  impiety  of  all  mankind  did  in  fome 
fort  appear,  and  was  aptly  reprefented ;  and  confequently  Rom.  v.  6» 
his  immenfe  goodnefs  is  demonftrated,  who  for  fo  impious,  ii4f,'iii.it» 
unjuft,  and  flagitious  a  generation,  for  fo  malicious  ene- 
mies, for  fo  cruel  perfecutbrs  of  himfelf,  did  willingly 
fufier :  them,  who  fo  combined  in  mifchief  agfunft  him, 
he  then  defigned  to  conjoin  in  reconciliation  to  God,  and 
in  mutual  peace  and  charity  toward  one  another;  recon- Eph. H.  1 6. 
ct/mg  both  unto  God  in  one  body  by  the  crofs,  Iwving  Jlain 
the  enmity  thereby. 

AJlranger  alfo  was  proper  for  the  management  of  this 
affair,  as  apt  to  be  a  more  fair  and  indifierent  judge ;  doing 
what  was  defigned  and  fit  to  be  done  in  our  Saviour's 
trial,  for  vindication  of  his  perfonal  innocence,  and  decla- 
ration of  the  iniquity  pra£l:ifed  againft  him. 

Again,  if  we  confider  Pilate  as  a  governor  and  judge, 
(for  fo  he  was,  Cseiar's  procurator,  and  prefident  of  Judea, 
hrk^og,  and  ^tiiiv  he  is  called;)  we  thereih  may  difcemMatt.xzvii. 
the  wifdom  and  fpecial  providence  of  God ;  punifhing  our  ■»  *^ 
Saviour  for  us  by  his  own  officer  in  a  courfe  of  juftice ; 
the  loyal  obedience  of  our  Saviour  fubmitting  both  to 
God  and  to  man,  although  in  a  cafe  of  plain  outrage  and 
higheft  injuftice  againft  himfelf;  the  heinoufnefs  of  that 
wicked  proceeding,  wherein  that  facred  power  committed 
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SERM.  by  God  to  men^  and  the  venerable  name  of  juftice  were  fo 

XXVL  abufed ;  for  if  ever,  then  one  might  have  laid  with  the 

Ecclef.  iii.   Preacher,  Ifaw  the  place  of  judgment,  that  wickednefs  was 

1^*  there;  and  the  place  of  righteoufnefs,  thai  iniquity  was 

there. 

As  for  Pilate's  perfonal  qualities;  he  is  by  the  hifio- 
rians  writing  near  thofe  times  reported  to  have  been  a 
man  of  a  harfh  and  rough  temper ;  wilful  and  haughty  in 
fpirit;  violent,  rapacious,  and  cruel  in  his  proceedings;  and 
was  therefore  a  proper  inftrument  of  Providence  for  exe- 
cution of  fuch  a  bufinefs ;  fo  holy  and  gracious  in  God's 
purpofe,  fo  villanous  and  barbarous  according  to  man's 
intention ;  fuch  a  perfon  deferved  to  bear  the  guilt  of  a 
faft  fo  execrably  bafe;    was  worthy  to  be  employed 
therein,  and  ready  enough  to  undergo  it :  it  had  not  in 
itfelf  been  fo  plaufible  that  fuch  an  aSt  fhould,  nor  fo  cre- 
dible that  it  could,  proceed  from  any  perfon  otherwife  of 
good  difpofition,  or  right  intention ;  but  for  him  it  was 
proper,  of  him  it  could  not  be  improbable ;  who  by  his 
former  violences  (fuch  as  upon  the  complaints   of  this 
Jofcph.  An- people  did  foon  after,  as  Jofephus  telleth,  remove  him 
tiq.  xvui.  5.  f^Qni  his  charge)  had  fo  incenfed  the  Jews,  that  he  would 
not  ftick  to  gratify  them  in  a  matter  wherein  they  fo 
earneftly  concerned  themfelves ;  and  which  in  femblance 
(fetting  afide  confiderations  of  juftice  and  honefty,  fo  little 
material  in  fuch  a  perfon' s  regard)  fo  little  touched  his 
own  intereft ;  in  yielding  up  fo  poor,  fo  as  to  outward 
fliew  inconfiderable  a  perfon,  as  a  boon  or  facrifice  to  their 
Mark  xv.    importunate    rage ;    PilatSy   faith  St.   Mark,    willing   to 
Tiixmfif     content  tlie  people^  releafed  Barallas  unto  them,  and  de- 
wMneat  Tf    liver ed  JefuSy  when  he  hadjcourged  hiniy  to  be  crucified. 
^  ^'  Such  an  one  he  was ;  and  yet  it  is  obfervable,  that  in 

comparifon  to  the  furious  Jews,  he  behaved  himfelf  with 
Johnxix.6.fome  moderation  and  ingenuity:  he  was  fo  fair  in  ex- 
14  &" '*  amination  of  the  cafe,  as,  notwithftanding  their  eager  and 
clamorous  profecution,  to  difcem  the  right,  and  to  declare 
our  Saviour  guiltlefs  :  he  was  fo  far  conftant  and  true  to 
his  confcience,  as  to  expoftulate  with  the  Jews,  and  once, 
12.  ?C^r«.    twice^  a  third  time,  to  challenge  them,  tFhy,  what  evil 
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iaih  he  done  ?  As  often  did  he  difcover  his  inclination  and  SERM. 
^eadinefs  (yea,  his  will  and  intention,  his  earned  defire — )  XXVI. 
:o  free  the  innocent  perfon:  yet  had  he  not  the  heart  or£JJ]~][Jjr 
the  honefty  throughly  to  refill  their  importunities;  they^o* 
vere  more  obftinate  in  their  wicked  defigas,  than  he  refo-  Kfimn^t 
ute  in  his  good  purpofes :  fo  partly  out  of  fear  to  offend  **'''^*''** 
hem,  partly  out  of  favour  to  oblige  them,  (thofe  two 
ifiial  corrupters  of  right  judgment,)  he  yielded  to  them, 
inworthily  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  overborne  by  their 
kicked  folicitations,  fo   facrificing  acknowledged  inno- 
«nce   to  his  own  private  intereft  and  their  implacable 
nalice.   Thus  did  the  heathen  judge  behave  himfelf,  ferv- 
ng  divine  Providence,  not  only  in  the  public  and  formal 
condemnation  of  our  Saviour  to  the  puniftiment  due  imto 
IS,  but  in  the  folemn  and  ferious  abfolution  of  him  from 
Jl  blame  deferred  by  himfelf:  in  ftiew  he  condemned  our 
Saviour;  in  truth  he  condemned  himfelf,  the  corrupt  judge; 
md  the  Jews,  the  malicious  accufers :  though  he  took 
iway  his  life,  yet  he  cleared  his  reputation;    affording 
I  teftimony  moft  valid  and  convincing  of  his  innocence ; 
fuch  as  was  requifite  to  convince  all  Jewifh  (landers  and 
ifperfions ;  and  fufHcient  to  confirm  our  faith. 

3.  Farthermore,  the  name  of  Pontius  Pilate  intimateth 
lie  place  of  our  Saviour's  paffion ;  he  being  well  known 
:o  have  been  governor  of  Judea,  and  to  have  his  tribunal 
>f  juftice  at  the  mother-city  thereof,  Jerufalem  :  at  Jeru- 
alem,  that  bloody  city,  as  the  Prophet  calls  it,  whofe  Ezek.  zxii. 
:haiad:er  it  was  to  be  the  killer  of  the  Prophets,  and  the  Luke  xuf.* 
ioner  of  them  who  were  Jent  unto  her;  out  of  which  it  was^^t  34. 
[in  a  fort)  impoJ/Hfle^  that  a  Prophet  ihould  perifh ;  yet  the  2.  Uxlnrli!* 
slace  of  all  the  world  moft  favoured,  and  graced  by  Godl* 

.  Deut«zii.5. 

>y  fpecial  bleffings  and  privileges  5  at  Jerufalem,  his  ownNch.  \x,u 
peculiar  feat ;  the  city  of  God,  the  city  of  the  great  King,  f  ^^*  ^?* 
t  is  ftyled ;  the  which  he  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  32. 
mt  of  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  had  chofen  to  put  Aw^^t  33.*' 
tame  (to  place  his  efpedal  prefence)  there;  the  holy  and  Rev*  xx.  9, 
beloved  city;  there  at  his  own  doors,  as  it  were,  before  his 
>vira  facred  palace,  where  moft  efpecial  refpe£l  and  vene- 
ration were  due  to  him,  was  the  King  of  heaven  adjudged 
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SBRM.  and  executed  j  by  procurement  of  hit  own'  iervintSy  pe- 

XX VL  culiariy  related  to  him,  the  chief  prkfti  and  dden  of  Wf 
chofen  people,  perfons  wholly  def  oted  to  his  fervioe,  and 
highly  cUgiu6ed  by  Um;  whofe  office  and  efpedal  duty 
it  was  to  muntaih  truth  and  eocounge  r^teoofiiefsy  to 
procure,  by  their  inftru£tion  and  praftic^  honour  to  God 
and  obedience  to  his  commandmenu;  which  drcumflanoe 
oonfidered,  as  it  highly  advances  the  goodnefs  of  him  who 
willingly  fuflfered  thoe,  and  by  fuch  perfons,  lb  it  nmck 
aggravateth  roan's  ingratitude  and  iniqiuty. 

I  {hall  now  proceed  to  handle  the  reft  of  the  particulaif 
wluch  I  propofed  in  the  be^pmung  of  the  laft  difixnnfe* 

II.  We  may  cmifider  that  his  fufierii^  was  moft  bitter 
and  painful.  Wo  may  eafily  imagbae^  what  acerbity  of 
pun  muft  be  endured  by  our  Lord^  in  his  tender  linAi 
being  ftietched  fiorth,  racked,  and  tentevedl,  and  continu- 
ing a  good  time  in  fuch  a  pofture;  by  the  pkrdmg  ku 
hands  and  his  feet ,  parts  exqiufitely  fenfible,  with  ibaip 

Pfal.  CT.  18*  nails,  (fo  that,  as  it  is  faid  of  Jofeph,  the  iron  entered  m/« 
*  hisjbul,)  by  abiding  expofed  to  the  injuries  of  fun  fcorch- 

ing,  wind  beating  upon,  weather  fearching  his  grievous 
wounds  and  fores  :  fuch  a  pain  it  was,  and  that  no  ftufu- 
^  fying,  no  tranfient  pain,  but  a  pain  very  acute,  and  withal 
lingering :  for  we  fee  that  he,  and  thofe  who  fuflered  with 
him,  had  both  prefence  of  mind  and  time  to  difcourfe ; 

Mark  xv.  even  fix  long  hours  did  he  continue  under  fuch  tortuie, 
fuftaining  in  each  minute  of  them  beyond  the  pangs  of  ao 
ordinary  death.  But  as  the  cafe  was  fo  hard  and  fad,  fo 
the  reafon  thereof  was  great,  and  the  fruit  anfweraUy 
excellent ;  our  Saviour  did  embrace  fuch  a  palHon,  that 
in  being  thus  ready  to  endure  the  moft  grievous  fmarts 
for  us,  he  might  demonftrate  the  vehemence  of  his  love ; 
that  he  might  fignify  the  heinoufnefs  of  our  fins,  which 
deferved  that  from  fuch  a  Perfon,  fo  heavy  punifhment 
ftiould  be  exaded ;  that  he  might  appear  to  yield  a  valu- 
able compenfation  for  thofe  everlafting  tortures  which  we 
fhould  have  endured;  that  he  might  thoroughly  exem- 
plify the  hardeft  duties  of  obedience  and  patience.  Far- 
ther, 
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III.  We  may  confider  this  fort  of  punifhmcnt,  as  mod  SERM. 
fhaq>  and  affli6live,  fo  mod  vile  and  (hameful ;  being  proper  XXVI. 
to  the  bafeft  condition  of  the  word  men^  and  unworthy,  asQuodetiam 
Lia£lantius  faith,  of  a  freeman,  however  noceni  or  guilty.  Jf"*'"*^^^^*^ 
It  was  fervile  fupplicium,  a,  pimifhment  never  by  the  Ro-  vis  nocente 
mans,  under  whofe  law  our  Lord  fuffered,  legally  infli^^d  J|^^JJ["*" 
upon  freemen,  but  only  upon  flaves,  that  is,  upon  people  ^^.  iv.  (p. 
Icarce  regarded  as  men,  having  in  a  fort  forfeited  or  loft 
themfelves ;  and  among  the  Jews  likewife,  that  execu- 
tion which  moft  approached  thereto,  and  in  part  agreed 
with  it,  (for  they  had  no  fo  inhuman  punifhment  ap- 
pointed by  their  law,)  hanging  up  the  dead  bodies  of 
fome  who  had  been  executed,  was  deemed  moft  infamous 
and  execrable ;  for  curfed,  faid  the  Law,  is  every  one  that  Dcut.  xxL 
hangeth  upon  a  tree  ;  curfed,  that  is,  devoted  to  reproach  cai.  iu.  ic 
^and  maledi£tion ;  accurfed  of  God,  it  is  in  the  Hebrew  ',  '^^*  y^ 
that  is,  feeming  to  be  deferted  by  God,  or  to  be  expofed  xturih  ri 
to  affliftion  by  his  fpecial  order.  ^y'^  *' 

J  -T  fat  l»ur». 

Indeed,  according  to  courfe  of  things,  to  be  raifed  on  CAtyf,  torn. 
high,  and  for  continuance  of  time  to  be  obje£led  to  the^'*    '**^* 
view  of  all  that  pafs  by,  in  that  calamitous  pofture,  doth 
breed  ill  fufpicion,  doth  provoke  cenfure,  doth  invite  con- 
tempt, fcorn,  and  obloquy;   doth  naturally  draw  forth 
language  of  deriiion,  defpite,  and  deteftation,  efpecially 
from  the  ihconfiderate,  rude,  and  hard-hearted  vulgar; 
which  commonly  doth  think,  fpeak,  deal  with  men  ac- 
cording to  event  and  appearance,  {-^equitur  fortunam 
femper  et  odit  damnatos,)  whence  hiotxqifyir^ai,  to  he  made  Heb.  x.  99. 
a  gazing'Jiock,  or  obje^  of  reproach  to  the  multitude,  is 
accounted  by  the  Apoftle  as  an  aggravation  of  the  hard- 
ibips  endured  by  the  primitive  Chriftians :    and  thus  in 
the  higheft  degree  did  it  happen  to  om*  Lord;  for  we 
read  that  the  people  did  in  that  condition  mock,  jeer, 
and  revile  him;   c^cftuxrijpf^oy,  hiwatfyv,  iS^iOta-frif/i^tfv,  they  Luke  uiii. 
drew  up  their  nofes,  they  (hot  out  their  lips,  they  fliaked  JiitJ^^jl^^^^ 
their  heads  at  him ;  they  let  out  their  wicked  and  wanton  as. 
tongues  ag^nft  him  ;    verifying  that  predi^on  in  the 
Pfalm,  lam  a  reproach  ofmem^  and  de/pifed  of  the  people; m,  xzii. 
all  they  that  fee  me  laugh  me  to  fcorn  ;  they  fhoot  out  the  ^*  ^* 
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&ERM.  Iip9  theyjhake  the  headi  faying^  He  irt^ed  in  the  Lord,  that 
XXVI.   he  would  deliver  him;  let  him  deliver  him,  feeing  he  it- 
lighted  in  lum:  in  this  cafe  the  fame  perfons  who  for- 
merly had  admired  his  glorious  works^  who  had  been 
Matt.ix.33.ravi{hed  with  his  excellent  difcourfes.  who  had  followed 
XXI.  9.  xii.  ^^j  favoured  him  fo  eameftly,  who  had  bleflfed  and  mag« 
Lukeiv.4s.nified  him^  (for  he,  faith  St.  Luke^  did  teach  in  their  Jyna- 
gogueSy  $o£a|ojxevo;  inro  icavrmv,  being  glorified  by  ally)  e?en 
thofe  very  men  did  then  behold  him  with  piulefs  fcon 
Lukexxiii.  and  dcfpite;  tir^xfi  6  koiog  dioop&v,  the  people,  taath  St.  Luk^ 
Pfiii  xxii  7^^°^  g^^i^g  tipon  him,  in  correfpondence  to  that  in  the 
17*  Prophet,  They  look  andjiare  upon  me;  they  looked  in  a 

fcomful  manner,  venting  contemptuous  and  ff^tefiil  re* 
proaches,  as  we  fee  reported  in  the  evangelical  hiftories. 
Heb.  xU.  9.     Thus  did  our  Saviour  endure  the  crofs,  de/pifing  the 
Jhame;  def|Mfing  the  (hame,  that  is,  not  fimply  dUregard- 
ing  or  difefteeming  it,  as  no  evil,  with  a  Stoical  haugbu- 
nefs,  or  Cynical  immodefty ;  but  not  efchewing  it,  or  not 
valuing  it  as  fo  great  an  evil,  that  for  declining  it  he  would 
negleft  the  profecution  of  his  great  and  glorious  defigns. 
There  is  in  man's  nature  an  averfation  and  abhorrency 
from  difgraceful  abufe,  no  lefs  ftrong  than  are  the  like 
Heb. xi. 36. antipathies  to  pain;  whence  cruel  mockings  and  fcourg- 
ings  we  find  coupled  together,  as  ingredients  of  the  fore 
perfecutions  fuftained  by  God*s  faithful  martyrs  ;  and  ge- 
nerally men  will  more  readily  embrace,  and  more  con- 
tentedly fupport  the  latter  than  the  former;  pain  not  fo 
grievoufly  afre6Ung  the  lower  fenfe,  as  being  infolently 
defpifed  doth  grate  on  the  fancy  and  wound  the  mind ; 
Prov.  xviii.  for  the  wounds  of  infamy  do,  as  the  Wife  Man  telleth  us, 
go  down  into  the  innermq/l  parts  of  the  lelly,  piercing  the 
very  hearts  of  men,  and  touching  the  foul  to  the  quick. 
We  need  not  therefore  doubt,  but  that  our  Saviour  (as  a 
man,  endued  with  human  paffions  and  infirmities)    was 
fenfible  of  this  natural  evil ;  and  that  fuch  indignity  did 
add  fomewhat  of  bitternefs  and  loathfomenefs  to  his  cup 
of  aflflidion ;  efpecially  confidering  that  his  great  charity 
difpofcd  him  to  grieve,  obferving  men  to  aft  fo  very  inde- 
cently, fo  unworthily,  and  fo  unjuftly  toward  him ;  yet  in 
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i^ 

^  confideration  of  the  glory  that  woidd  thence  accrue  to  SER]M 
:  Grod^  of  the  benefit  that  would  redound  to  us,  of  the  joy  XXVI, 
:   thai  was  Jet  before  him,  when  hejhouldfee  of  the  travail  o/'neb.  xii. 
-  his  foul,  and  befatisfied,  he  did  moft  willingly  undertake'^'*-  ^'"'^ 
c-  and  gladly  undergo  it :  He  became,  as  the  Apo(Ue  faith,  a  Gal.  iii».i 
,  cur/e  for  us,  or  was  expofed  to  nia]edi6Uon  and  reviling ; 
.  he  endured  the  contradiSiion  (or  obloquy)  of  Jinful  men, 
he  was  defpifed,  reje&ed,  and  difefteemed  of  men ;  he  in  Heb.  xii. 
the  conunon  appreheniions  of  men  did  feem  deferted  by^^^*"'^' 
God,  according  to  that  of  the  Prophet,  We  did  e/leem  him 
JUicken,  fmitten  of  God,  and  affli6ied  ;  he  did  himfelf  in  a 
manner  feem  to  concur  in  that  opinion,  as  by  that  woful 
outcry.  Lama  faba&hard?  doth  appear;  fo  did  he  become 
a  curfe  for  us,  that,  as  the  ApofUe  fubjoineth,  we  might 
be  redeemed  from  the  curfe  of  the  Law,  that  is,  that  we 
might  be  iaved  from  that  exemplary  punifhment  due  to 
our  tranfgreffions  of  the  Law;  with  the  difpleafure  of  God 
appearing  therein,  and  the  difgrace  before  men  attending 
it :  he  chofe  thus  to  make  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  as  the  Phil.  ii.  7 
ApoiUe  fpeaketh,  being  contented  to  be  dealt  with  as  a 
\(rretched  flave  and  wicked  mifcreant,  that  we  might  be 
exempted  not  only  from  the  torment,  but  alfo  from  the 
ignominy  we  had  deferred ;  that  we,  together  with  om* 
life,  and  fafety,  and  liberty,  might   recover  even  that 
honour  which  we  had  forfeited. 

But  left  any  one  fliould  be  tempted  not  fufficiently  to 
value  thefe  fuiferings  of  our  Liord,  as  things  not  fo  rare, 
but  that  other  men  have  tafied  the  like ;  or  {hould  be 
ready  to  compare  them  with  die  fu&rings  of  other  vir- 
tuous men,  as  Celfus  did  with  thoie  of  Anaxarchus  and 
Epidetus ;  I  {hall  by  the  bye  interpofe  fomewhat  obfexv- 
aUe  concerning  them.  We  may  then  confider,  that  not 
only  the  infinite  excellency  of  his  perfon,  and  the  perfeA 
innocency  of  his  life,  did  enhance  the  price  of  his  fufier- 
ings,  but  fome  endowments  peculiar  to  him,  and  fome 
circumftances,  did  increafe  their  force  :  he  was  not  only, 
according  to  the  frame  and  temper  of  human  nature,  fen- 
fibly  affected  with  the  pain  and  fhame,  and  all  the  reft  of 
evils  apparently  waiting  on  his  paifion ;  as  God  (when  he 
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XXVI.  to  ftfied  them)  did  intend  tbftt  we  Qwuld  be,  and  u  otW 
'  men  in  Hke  oatward  dircomftsnoes  woold  have  been,  btt 
m  maxtj  rtfpeAs  beyond  tluU  ordinary  rate  ;  no  man,  we 
may  (v[ppeto,  oouM  bava  fek  luch  grief  from  them  as  he 
,  ^ ;  no  man  <fid  ever  fed  any  thing  comparable  to  what 

laH.l.M.  bedideodnrai  itm^^  be  truJy  applied  to  him,  Behold, 
44.  ^^  ami  fet  ^  ihtn  ht  aiuf  JarroK  like  to  viy  forrow,  which  is 
gf^^T,.,'^  ""**  **»  irthtrflpi^A  1^  ior<i  Aq(A  qffiiSed  me  in  the 
t»m.M*n.tle]f  of  kiM  jknt  ai^gw,  ai  Ihat  extraordinary  fivealing 
'.Bto^^iB-  f"*  ^'"'P'  ?f  ***^  ""y  •'gue  ;  as  the  terms  expreffing 
44.  kia  affliiftion  do  intimate  j  fotj  in  regard  lo  prefent  evils, 

^fjj*^  Ah  J«rf  b  find  to  ■ban  been  exceeding!)/  fcrrowful  unto 
Jahnsiil.  Sitak;  he  b  fiiid,  ibifum,  to  be  in  great  anguifli  and 
ifutafv.*  inxietj*;  and  to  be  in  an  agony,  or  pang ;  in  refpe<51:  lo 
"*  ttufcUefi  windi  he  fbrefinlr  coming  on,  he  is  faid,  rapdr' 

nrSai  'if  *n6itmn,  to  be  dUfordered,  or  diflurled  in  Jptrit, 
and  fK^opSftir^ixi,  to  be  amazed,  or  difmayed  at  them  ;  to 
fuch  exceflive  height  of  paflion  did  the  fenfe  of  incumbent 
evils  and  the  profpe£l  of  impendent  difailera,  the  appre- 
henfion  of  his  own  cafe  and  refle^on  upon  our  Hate,  raife 
him  :  and  no  wonder,  that  fuch  a  bmden,  the  weight  of 
all  the  fine  (the  numberlefs  heinous  fins  and  abominations) 
which  he  did  appropriate  to  himfelf,  that  ever  have  been, 
or  fhall  be  committed  by  mankiiKl,  lying  upon  his  fhoul- 
ders,  he  Should  feel  it  heavy,  he  (hould  feem  to  crouch 
Pbt. sl-ia.and  groan  under  it;  Innumerable  evils,  (aid  he  in  the 
myllical  Pfalm,  have  compajfed  me  about :  mine  iniquities 
have  taken  hold  upon  me,  Jh  that  J  am  not  able  to  look  up: 
they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my  head:  therefore  my  heart 
faileth  me.  God's  indignation  fo  dreadfully  flaming  out 
flgainft  fin  might  well  aflonifh  and  terrify  him ;  to  fland 
before  the  mouth  of  hell  belching  out  fire  and  brimflone 
upon  him,  to  lie  down  in  the  hotteft  furnace  of  divine 
vengeance,  to  undertake  with  his  heart-blood  to  quench 
all  the  wrath  of  heaven  and  all  the  flames  of  hell,  (aa  he 
did  in  regard  to  thofe  who  will  not  rekindle  them  to 
themfelves,)  might  well  in  the  heart  of  a  man  be^t  un- 
conceivable and  unexpreflible  prefliires  of  angoifh;  when 
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fucb  a  Father  (fo  infinitely  good  and  kind  to  him^  and  SERM. 
whom  he  fo  dearly  loved)  did  hide  his  face  from  him,  did  XXVI. 
angrily  frown  on  him,  how  could  he  otherwife  than  be  " 

forely  troubled  ?  It  is  not  ftrange,  that  fo  hearty  a  love, 
fo  tender  a  pity  contemplating  our  finiulnefs,  and  fuftain-t 
ing  our  wretchednefs,  ihould  be  deeply  afFeded  thereby ; 
any  one  of  thofe  perfons,.who  fondly  do  pretend  to,  or 
vainly  glory  in,  a  ftupid  apathy,  or  in  a  ftubbom  contempt 
of  the  evils  incident  to  our  natiu«  and  date,  would  in  fuch 
a  cafe  have  been  utterly  deje^ed ;  the  moft  refolved  phi- 
loibpher  would  have  been  daflied  into  confufion  at  the 
fight,  would  have  been  crufhed  to  defpair  under  the  fenfe^ 
of  thofe  calamities  which  ailaulted  our  Lord.  With  the 
greatnefs  of  the  caufes,  the  goodnefs  of  his  conftitution 
might  alfo  confpire  to  augment  his  fuifering ;  for  furely 
as  his  complexion  was  moft  pure  and  delicate,  his  fpirit 
moft  vivid  and  apprehenfive,  his  afie£Uons  moft  pliant  and 
tradable;  fo  accordingly  ftiould  the  impreflions  upon 
him  be  moft  fenfible ;  and  confequently  the  pains  which 
he  felt  both  in  foul  and  body  moft  ftiarp  and  aiRi^ve. 
That  we  in  like  cafes  are  not  alike  affe£ted,  that  we  do 
not  tremble  at  the  apprehenfions  of  God's  difpleafure, 
that  we  are  not  affrighted  with  the  fenfe  of  our  fins,  that 
we  do  not  with  fad  horror  refent  our  own  danger  or  our 
mifery,  doth  arife  from  that  we  have  very  glimmering 
and  faint  conceptions  of  thofe  things,  or  that  they  do  not 
in  fo  clear  and  lively  a  manner  ftrike  our  mind  and  fancy; 
(not  appearing  in  their  true  nature  and  proper  ftiape,  fo 
heinous  and  fo  hideous,  as  they  really  in  themfelves  and. 
in  their  confequences  are,)  or  becaufe  that  we  have  but 
weak  perfuafions  about  them;  or  becaufe  we  do  but 
nightly  confider  them ;  or  from  that  our  hearts  are  hard 
and  callous,  our  affeSions  cold  and  dull,  fo  that  nothing 
of  this  nature  (nothing  befide  grofs  material  a£birs)  can 
eafily  move  or  melt  them ;  or  for  that  we  have  in  us 
fmall  love  to  God,  and  little  regard  to  our  own  true  wel- 
fare; for  that  briefly  in  refpe£l  to  fpiritual  matters,  we 
are  neither  fo  wife,  fo  ferious,  fo  fober,  nor  fo  good  and 
ingenuous  in  any  reafonable  meafure,  as  we  ought  to  b^ ; 
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dSKBIi  but  our  Saviour  in  oil  ihefe  refpeds  was  otherwife  dif- 
3tt**-  pofed;  he  moft  evidently  difcerned  the  wrath  of  God, 
the  grievoufnefs  of  fin,  the  wreichediiefs  of  man  inoft 
truly,  moft  fully,  moft  ftroiigly  reprefented  to  hie  imagi- 
nation and  fpirit;  he  moft  firmly  believed,  yea  moft  cer- 
tainly knew  all  that  God's  law  had  declared  about  them ; 
he  thoroughly  did  confider  and  weigh  them  ;  his  heari 
was  moft  foft  and  fenfible;  his  affections  were  moft  quick, 
and  eafily  excited  by  their  due  objetts ;  be  was  full  of 
dutiful  love  10  God  his  Father,  and  moft  ardently  defirous 
of  our  good,  bearing  a  more  than  fraternal  good- will  to- 
ward us  ;  whence  it  is  not  marvellous,  that  as  a  man,  as 
a  tranfcendenlly  good  man,  he  was  fo  vehemently  affeSed 
by  thofc  occurrences;  that  his  imagination  was  fo  trou- 
bled, and  his  affetlions  lo  mightily  ftirred  by  them;  fo 
thai  he  thence  truly  did  fuffer  in  a  manner  and  lo  a  de- 
gree unconceiveable ;  according  to  that  ejaculation  in 
the  Greek  liturgies,  Aia  to»  «yv»<jTH™  ffou  vaSs^fuiiim  iXgrfln 
tjfiMif,  Xftfj-  By  thy  uidtnawn  fuffefings,  0  Ckrift,  hne 
mercy  on  ns.    But  farther, 

IV.  We  may  confider,  that  this  way  of  fuffering  had 
in  it  feme  particular  advantages  condut^ig  to  Uie  accom- 
plifliment  of  our  Lord's  principal  defign. 

Its  being  very  notorious,  and  lading  a  competent  time, 
were  good  advantages ;  for  if  he  had  been  privately  made 
away,  or  fuddeidy  difpatched,  no  fuch  great  iiOtice  would 
have  been  taken  of  it,  nor  would  the  matter  of  SaA  itfetf 
have  been  fo  fully  proved  to  -the  confirmation  of  ow 
ftMi,  and  conviction  of  infidelity ;  nor  had  that  his  ex- 
cellent deportment  under  fuch  bitter  aSUdion,  (his  moll 
divine  patience,  meeknefs,  and  .charity,)  fo  iUuftrioully 
fhone  forth :  wherefore  (to  prevent  all  exceptions,  iDd 
excufes  of  unbelief,  and  for  other  collateral  good  por- 
pofes]  divine  Providence  did  fo  manage  the  bufinefs,  that 
as  the  courfe  of  his  life,  fo  alfo  the  manner  of  his  death 
Aa*  uvi.  ihould  be  moft  confpieuous  and  remaHuble ;  Thefe  tkkigt, 
as  St.  Paul  told  King  Agrippa,  were  not  done  tn  a  comer; 
Jahns*iii.  and,  /,  laid  our  Lord  himfelf,^/J>aAeyree^  to  the  worti, 
'°'  and  injkeret  have  I  done  nothing  ;  fo  w^«  the  proceed- 
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;3  of  his  llfe^  not  clofe  or  clancular^  but  frank  and  SERM. 

sn;  not  prefently  hufhed  up,  but  carried  on  leifurely  XXVI. 

the  face  of  the  world ;  that  men  might  have  the  ad-  "■""■"""" 

itage  to  obferve  and  examuie  them.    And  as  he  lived, 

he  died  moft  publicly  and  viiibly,  the  world  being  wit- 

Ts  of  his  death,  and  fo  prepared  to  believe  his  refur- 

^on,  and  thence  ready  to  embrace  his  do£trine;  ac- 

rding  to  what  he  did  himfelf  foretel,  /  being  lifted  up  johnxu.99. 

wTt  the  earth  Jhall  draw  all  men  unto  me ;  he  drew  all 

m  by  fo  remarkable  a  death  to  take  notice  of  it,  he 

sw  fome  firom  the  wondrous  confequences  of  it  to  be- 

ve  on  him :  and,  Asy  iaith  he  again,  Mofes  did  exalt  /A^  john  xiii. 

•pent  m  the  wildemefsyfo  mufi  the  Son  of  man  be  eX"  ^^* 

led:  the  elevation  of  that  myfterious  ferpent  upon  a 

le  did  render  it  vifible,  and  attraAed  the  eyes  of  people 

Bvard  it ;  whereby  God's  power  invifibly  accompanying 

at  facramental  performance,  they  were  cured  of  thofe 

3rtiferous  ftings  which  they  bad  received ;  fo  our  Lord 

ing  mounted  on  the  crofs,  allured  the  eyes  of  men  to 

hold,  and  their  hearts  to  clofe  with  him ;  whereby  the 

tavenly  virtue  of  God's  Spirit  cooperating,  they  become 

i«d  .from  thofe  deftrufiUve  fins,  which  by  the  Devil's 

rpentine  inftigations  they  had  incurred. 

Another  advantage  of  this  kind  of  fufTering  was,  that 

T  it  the  nature  of  that  kingdom,  which  he  intended  to 

e£t,  was  evidently  fignified ;  that  it  was  not  fuch  as  the 

xnal  people  did  expe£^,  an  external,  eartUy,  temporal 

ngdom,  confifting  in  domination  over  the  bodies  and 

bates  of  men,  dignified  by  outward  wealth  and  fplendour, 

anaged  by  worldly  power  and  policy,  promoted  by 

rce  and  terror  of  arms,  affording  to  men  the  advantages 

'  outward  fafety,  peace,  and  profperity  $  but  a  kingdom 

irely  fpiritual,  heavenly,  eternal  5  confifting  in  the  go- 

imment  of  men's  hearts  and  fpirits ;  adorned  with  en-* 

)wments  of  piety  and  virtue,  adminiftered  by  the  grace 

id  guidance  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  maintained  and  pro- 

igated  by  meek  inftruAion,  by  virtuous  example,  by 

3arty  devotion    and  humble  patience;    rewarding    its 

yal  fubje&s  with  fpiritual  joys  and  confolations  here,  Rom.  xiv. 


SKAl^  ^tb  ^odteft  left  s&d  W&  Ijcncifb?}  bo  oAer  ka^gdnn 

-     XXVI.  ooold  he  be  jmfiuaed  to  6eEga,-vAKf'6ibaatl»i-iotMi 

■  dolorooB  and  dilgncefol  way  of  {vBaia^s  bo  otb^  cz- 

-    pSttU  could  he  pretend  to  aohieTe  by  expiring;  ears 

croi'fl,  no  other  way  could  lie  govern  who  gave  hinifelf  up 
to  be  managed  by  the  will  of  hU  enemies  ;  no  other  be- 
nefits would  that  forlorn  cafe  allow  him  to  difi>enfe ;  fo 
IftmipfB.  that  well  might  he  then  aflert.  My  kingdom  is  no/  of  this 
tfttrld,  when  be  was  going  in  this  lignal  manner  to  ie- 
monllraie  that  great  truth.     It  was  a  touchftone  to  prove 
men's    difpolition,   and    to  difcriminate   the   ingenuous, 
,   .        well-difpofed,   bumble,   and   fober  perfons,   who  would 
■    entertain  our  Lord's  heavenly  doftriiie  with  acceptance, 
not  with  (Ian  ding  ihefe  difadvantages,  iiol  being  offended  in 
turn,  from  thofe  perverfe,  vain,  proud,  profane  people,  who 
l>eing  fcandalized  at  his  adverlity  would  reject  him. 

Another  advantage  was  this,  that  by  it  God's  fpecial 
(nirrf.  torn,  providence  was  difcovered,  and  hit  glory  illiilhated  bi  the 
Ti.  Oi.  81.  propagation  of  the  Gofpel ;  for  how  could  it  be,  that  a 
perfon  of  fo  low  parenuge,  of  fo  mean  garb,  of  fo  poor 
condition,  who  underwent  fo  woful  and  defpicable  a  kind 
of  death,  Falling  under  the  pride  and  fpite  of  his  adver- 
faries,  fhould  fo  ealily  gain  fo  general  an  opinion  ia  the 
world,  (among  the  bell,  the  wifeft,  the  greateft  perfens,) 
of  being  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory ;  how,  I  (kf,  could  it 
be,  that  fuch  a  miracle  fhoidd  be  effeded  without  God'i 
aid  and  fpecial  concurrence  ?  that  Herod,  who  from  a 
long  reign  in  a  flourilhing  ftate,  with  profperous  focceft 
in  his  undertakings,  got  the  name  of  Great ;  or  that  Vef- 
pafian,  who  triumphantly  did  afcend  the  imperial  throne, 
fhould  ^ther  of  them  by  a  few  admirers  of  worldly  vanity, 
Jerioufly  or  in  flattery,  be  deemed  the  Meffiaa,  is  not  lb 
very  (Irange :  but  that  one  who  fo  miferably  was  tram- 
pled on,  and  treated  as  a  wretched  caitif,  fhould  in- 
flantly  conquer  innumerable  hearts,  and  firom  fuch  a  dc^>th 
of  extreme  adveriity  fhould  att^n  the  fublimell  jMtch  c^ 
pfai.cxTiii. glory;  that  the Jione  which  the  builders  with  fo  much 
9a>  33.  fcom  did  refufe,Jhould  become  the  head  Jione  of  the  eomtr, 
tlui  (with  good  affurance  we  may  fay)  it  the  Lwd's4ai9g, 
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and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.     It  may  well  be  fo,  and  SERM. 
thereby  the  excellency  of  divine  power  and  wifdom  was   ^^^^' 
much  glorified ;  by  fo  impotent^  fo  implaufible  and  im-  9  Cor.  w.  ;• 
probable  means,  accompliftiing  fo  great  effe£ks ;  fubduing  *  ^''  **  ^' 
the  world  to  his  obedience,  not  by  the  aftive  valour  of 
an  illuftrious  hero,  but  through  the  patient  fubmiffion  of 
a  poor,  abufed,  and  opprefled  perfon ;  reftoring  mankind 
to  life  by  the  death  of  a  crucified  Saviour. 

Again,  this  kind  of  fuSering  to  the  devout  fathers  did 
feem  many  ways  fignificant,  or  full  of  in(lru£iive  and  ad- 
monitive  emblems ;  being  a  rich  and  large  field  for  a  de- 
vout fancy  to  range  with  aire£Uonate  meditation. 

His  pofture  on  the  crofs  might  reprefent  imto  us  that  B«tendit  in 
large  and  comprehenfive  charity  which  he  bare  in  hismanus 
heart  toward  us,  ftretching  forth  his  arms  of  kindnefs,  ^' *^* 
pity,  and  mercy,  vnih  them,  as  it  were,  to  embrace  the  437* 
world,  receiving  all  mankind  under  the  wings  of  his  gra- 
cious protedion. 

It  might  exhibit  him  as  eameftly  wooing  and  entreating 
us  to  return  imto  Ood,  accepting  the  reconciliation  which 
he  then  was  purchafing,  and  did  then  offer  to  us ;  /  havel^  Ixv.  s. 
Jpread  out  my  hands  all  the  day  unto  a  rebellious  people,  faid 
God  of  old^  doing  it  then  mediately  and  figurately  by  his 
Prophets,  but  he  did  fo  now  immediately  and  properly  by 
himfelf ;  the  crofs  being  as  a  pulpit,  from  which  our 
Lord  Crod  llejfed  for  ever  did  himfelf  in  perfon  eameftly 
preach  the  overtures  of  grace,  did  exhort  to  repentance^ 
did  tender  the  remifiSon  of  fin,  with  action  moft  pathetical 

andaffeaing.  ^  ...      Levir.i«.aa. 

His  afcent  to  the  crofs  might  fet  forth  his  difchargingaChromiT. 

that  high  office  of  univerfal  High  Prieft  for  all  ages  and  chryf.  torn. 

all  people;  the  crofs  being  an  dtar,  whereon  he  did  offer Yj-^J*  **• 

up  his  own  flefh,  and  pour  forth  his  blood,  as  a  pure  andquam  facri* 

perfeft  (acrifice,  propitiating  God  and  expiating  the  fins  of  J^Jj^  ^"j^ 

mankind*  quam  quod 

His  elevation  thither  may  fuggeft  to  our  thoughts  that  \\^^^ 

fubmifiSon   to  God's .  will,  fuffering  for  truth  and  right-  f^rucis  pef 

eoufnefs,  the  exercifes  of  humility  and  patience,  are  con-  nem  fua 

joined  with  exaltation^  do  qualify  fbt,  and  in  effeft  pro-^?,*'"]! 

M,  Ep.  SS.  ^ 
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SERM.  core  true  prefienneot ;  fb  that  the  lower  we  Aocp  in  hn-* 

3^^V^'  mility^  the  hi^ier  we  (hall  rife  in  Sbbvout  with  God,  thfr 

nearer  we  fliall  approach  to  heaven^  the  furer  wo  fliall  be 

of  God's  bleffing,  accor^ng  to  that  apboiilin  of  our  Loi^ 

Lske  xviu.  ffhqfoever  hMmbleth  IdmfelfJhaU  he  extiUed.    Tlie  orafii 

Matt.uiii.^"^a>'a  throne,  whereon  humility  and  patience  did  fit  in 

I'pM.  V  ft  ^^  '^'^  ^°^  glorious  majefty,  advanced  above  all  worid- 

Jtam  It.  '  ly  pride  and  infolence;  it  was  a  great  Bepf  a  fiire  afeent 

^^  unto  the  celeftial  throne  of  ifgiuty  fupexlattve ;  ibr  be- 

Phfl.  ii.  8,  cawie  xmr  Lord  was  obeiiemi  mnto  daalA,  even  <At  deaik  ff 

ike  crofsy  there/ere  did  God  Jar  exak  him  above  aU  digmif 

and  power  in  heaven  and  earih,  as  St.  Paul  dotb  teach 

nis. 

O  the  fisdlacy  of  human  fen&  I  O  the  'vamty  of  ^arrnl 
judgment  I  nothing  ever  was  more  auipidoua  or  meie 
happy  than  this  events  which  had  tot  jfifinal  an  a^efitf  aad 
provoked  fo  contemptuous  feom  in  ibmey  to  grievous  pity 
in  others :  the  Devil  thought  he  had  done  bravely,  when 
he  had  by  his  fuggeftions  brought  the  Son  of  God  bto 
this  cafe ;  the  world  fuppofed  itfelf  highly  profperous  in 
its  attempts  againft  him ;  but  O  how  blind  and  IboHih  is 
malice,  which  then  doth  moft  hurt  itfelf,  when  it  tri- 
umpheth  in  the  mtfchief  which  it  doeth  to  others !  How 
impotent  is  wickednefs,  which  is  never  more  thoroughly 
ruined  than  by  its  own  greateft  fuccefs  i  for  by  thus  ftriv- 
ing  to  debafe  our  Lord,  they  moft  highly  did  advance 
him ;  by  thus  croflSng  our  falvadon,  they  moft  effedually 
did  promote  it. 

Farther,  looking  up  to  the  crofs  may  admonifli  us  how 
our  falvation  is  acquired,  and  whence  it  doth  proceed; 
not  by  cafting  our  eyes  downward,  not  from  any  thing 
that  lieth  upon  earth;  but  our  help  comeikjrom  abovif 
our  falvation  is  attained  by  lookii^  upwards;  we  muft 
lift  up  our  eyes  to  behold  our  Saviour  procuring  it,  we 
muft  raife  up  our  hearts  to  derive  it  from  him. 

Our  Lord's  crucifixion  may  alfo  intimate  to  us,  how 
our  flefti  muft  be  dealt  with,  and  to  what  uljEige  we  muft 
fubmit  it ;  for  we  muft  not  only  imitate  our  Saviour  in 
his  holy  life,  but  in  feme  manner  Siould  lefemble  him  in 
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his  ghaftly  death;  being,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaketh,  conform-  SERM. 
able  to  his  death,  and  planted  together  with  him  in  the  like-  XXVI. 
nefs  of  it;  mortifying  our  earthly  members,  crucifying  the  ^yf^^p^T 
fUJh  with  its  affeQums  and  lujls  ;  having  our  old  man  cru-  z*;*^  *^^f- 
eified  together  with  Chriji,  that  the  body  of  Jin  may  be  dfs-  Phihiii.  10. 
Jhvyed.    His  death  naay  fitly  ihadow  our  death  to  fin,  Ji^™:.^*- *• 
nis  gnevous  pain  the  bitternefs  of  our  repentance,  wherem  ▼.  14. 
our  fouls  (hould  be  pierced  with  (harp  compunflion,  as  ^1;^"*^.;!' 
his  laored  fle(h  was  torn  with  nails ;  his  (hame  that  con-  la. 
fiifion  of  nund,  which  regard  to  our  offences  (hould  pro- 
duce within  us 

Befle&ing  on  him  we  may  alfo  difcem  our  ftate  here ;  p^o  ipfa 
wherein,, if  we  will  be  truly  and  thoroughly  virtuous,  weP*^^* 
muft  be  expoied  to  envy  and  hatred,  to  cenfure  and  ob- fpecimen 
loquy^  to  contempt  and  fcom,  to  aifliaion  and  hardfhip  5  roram^" 
every  good  man  muft  hang  on  fome  crofs;  %\%  tSto  xiifji^st,  mentonim 
♦  fVe  are,  faith  St.  Paul,  appointed  to  this;  it  is  our  lotquam'in 
and  portion  affigned  to  us  by  divine  immutable  decree  j  ^^  ^^^^^ 
\  predeftinated  to  a  conformity  with  this  image  o/*yirtut  ipfa 


acer- 
amara 


God^s  Son:  We  mujl,  as  he  did,  by  many  tribulations ^^^^^j^-T 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God:  All  that  will  live  godlilyi  ThdSi ' 
m  Ckri/l  Je/usjhall  certainly  fuffer  perfecution,  one  way"*|^Jju^.^ 
or  other  partaking  of  his  crofsr  99. 

Divers  fuch  analogies  and  refemblances  devout  medita*  ^  Tim^lii.  * 
tion  might  extra£t  from  this  matter,  fuggefiing  pra&ical  ^s- 
truths,  and  exciting  good  aifeAions  in  us. 

V.  We  may  (for  the  confirmation  of  our  faith,  and  be- 
getting in  us  a  due  adoration  of  the  divine  wifdom  and 
providence)  obferve  the  correfpondency  of  this  our  Sa- 
-viour's  manner  of  fuffering  to  the  ancient  prophecies 
foretelling,  and  the  typical  reprefentations  forefhewing 
iu 

That  moil  famous,  clear,  and  complete  prophecy  con^ 
ceming  the  paflion,  doth  exprefs  him  fuffering  as  a  male- 
faftor,  {he  was  reckoned  among  the  tranfgrejfors,)  fuffering  ifiuiiii,  19, 
in  a  manner  very  painful,  (he  was  wounded  for  our  tranf-  ^^^  ^^^ 
greffions,  and  bruifedfor  our  iniquities,)  fuffering  in  a  moft  is, 
ignominious  v^'ay,  (he  was  defpifed,  and  rejected  of  men, 
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SBtlM.  as  a  man  offorrou;  and  acquainted  with  grief,)  which  cir- 
,  ** " t.   cumflartccs  could  fcarce  fo  pun^ually  agree  to  any  other 
kind  of  fuffering,  or  puiuftiment  then  ufed,  as  to  this. 

In  rhe  23d  Pfalm,  the  royal  Prophet  defcribeth  an  af- 
fljfted  and  forlorn  condition,  fuch  as  by  no  paffages  id 
ihe  ftory  concerning  him  doth  in  the  full  extent,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  literal  fignification  of  his  words,  appear 
faitaUeto  his  perfon,  which  therefore  is  more  properly 
to  be  accommodated  unto  the  Mefliaa,  whom  he  did  re- 
prefent]  and  in  that  dcfcription,  among  other  parages 
'nd.sslL    ggreong  to  our  Lord,  thefe  words  do  occur;  Thou  hq^ 
"' ' .;    ■  fimigia  fne  into  the  duji  of  death ;  for  dngs  have  compajfed. 
;  ■'    •  '  mie,  the  aJJ'embly  of  the  wicked  have  enclofed  me;   they 
■    ^erced  my  hands  and  my  feet ;  which  words  how  patly 
paA  liveGly  do  they  fet  out  our  Saviour'e  being  uailed  to 
lii0  CK^i,  and  Irealed  in  (hat  cruel  and  in  that  fhameful 
way  by  fcls  malicious  adverikiies  ? 

In  the  ProfAet  Zechariali,  God  QieaHng  m  kw  6m 

tiame,  They  (namely  fome  of  the  Jews,  bdng  fenfiUe  of 

what  they  had  a£ted,  and  penitently  aflfeded  for  it,  they) 

XtOi-x-io-Jhall  look  vpon  me,  whom  they  havepiercedj  which  words 

3^,"         ueed  no  violence  to  wring  firom  them  the  right  meaning 

no  comment  to  expl^n  them,  in  accommodation  to  that 

matter,  to  wUch  the  Evangelills  do  apply  them,  and  to 

which  they  are  fo  literally  congruous. 

The  fame  was  alfo  fitly  prefigiu«d  by  aj^>ofite  types. 

Coi.  »ii.  Ifaac,  the  immediate  heir  of  the  promife,  in  whom  the 

j^a,^ji,3^|  faithful  leed  was  called  and  conveyed  down,  and  fo  a  moft 

Heb.xi.ir.Bpt  type  of  our  Saviour,  being  devoted  and  ogered  up  (9 

God,  did  himfelf  bear  the  wood  by  which  he  was  to  be 

o9ered :  fo  did  our  Saviour,  the  prooufed  feed,  in  whan 

all  nations  Jhould  be  lileffed,  himfelf  bear  the  crols  by 

which  be  was  to  fufier,  and  to  be  oSered  up  a  fiu;ri£ce  to 

God. 

TtTtcJad.     Thofe  who  were  dangeroufly  Utten  by  fiery  ferpents, 

Mp>  lo-      were,  by  looking  upon  a  brazen  ierpent  fet  upon  a  pole, 

preferved  in  life,  which  (according  to  moft  authentic  ex- 

pofition)  did  reprefent  the  falvation^  which  Ibould  pro- 
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ceed  from  our  beholding  and  believing  on  hun  lifted  up  SERM. 
upon  the  crofs  to  us,  who  had  been  mortally  ftruck  and  ^^^^' 
(lung  by  that  old  ferpent's  poifonous  infinuations. 

The  pafchal  lamb  was  a  mod  congruous  emblem  of 
Chri/i  our  pqffover,  (that  mod  innocent  and  meek^  mod  1  Pet. 
unblemiihed  and  fpotlefs  Lamb,  (lain  for  the  fins  of  the 
world.)     It  was  to  be  killed  by  the  whole  aflembly  of 
the  congregation  of  Ifrael,  its  blood  was  to  be  daihed  on 
the  fide*pofts  and  crofs-beams  of  every  door;  its  body 
waa  not  to  be  eaten  raw,  nor  fodden  with  water,  butEzod.  xii. 
roafted  whole,  and  drefled  upon  a  fpit ;  nor  were  any  of*'  ^'  *'  **' 
its  bones  to  be  broken:   which  circumftances,  with  (b 
exaSL  caution  and  care  prefcribed,  how  they  juftly  fuit 
and  fitly  adumbrafb  this  manner  of  our  Saviour's  paffion, 
I  need  not  otherwife  than  by  the  bare  mention  of  them 
declare;  every  one  eafily  being  able  to  compare  and  adapt 
them. 

VT.  LafUy,  the  confideration  of  our  Lord's  thus  fulTer- 
ing  is  applicable  to  our  prance;  being  mod  apt  to  indruA 
and  afieA  us ;  admonifhing  us  of  our  duty,  and  exciting 
us  to  a  confcionable  performance  thereof:  no  contempla- 
tion indeed  is  more  fruitful,  or  more  efficacious  toward 
the  ian£tification  of  our  hearts  and  lives,  than  this  of  the 
crofs;  for  what  good  affeftion  may  not  the  meditation 
on  it  kindle  ?  what  virtue  may  it  not  breed  and  cherifh 
in  us? 

J.  How  can  it  otherwife  than  inflame  our  heart  with 
love  toward  our  Lord,  to  think  what  acerbity  of  pain, 
what  indignity  of  diame  he  did  willingly  undertake,  and 
gladly  endure  for  us?  No  imagination  can  devife  a  greater  John  zt.is. 
expreffion  of  charity  and  frienddiip ;  and  if  love  naturally  ^P*^  ^'  *' 
iS|  produ6tive  of  love,  if  frienddiip  meriteth  a  correfpond-  Gal.  u.  so. 
ence  in  kindnefs,  what  effeft  diould  the  confideration  of  Bph,ij*i9^ 
fuch  inefiable  love,  of  fo  incomparable  frienddiip,  have 
upon  US  ? 

2.  How  can  a  reflection  on  this  cafe  otherwife  than 
work  hearty  gratitude  in  us  ?  Suppofe  any  perfon  for 
our  fake  (that  he  might  refcue  us  from  the  greated  mif- 
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SERM.  chiefs,  and  purchafe  for  us  the  higheft  benefits)  willixigly 
XXVI.  {hould  deprive  himfelf  of  all  his  eftate,  his  honour,  lus 
eafe  and  pleafure,  (hould  expofe  himfelf  to  extremeft  ha- 
zards, (hould  endure  the  foreft  pains  and  moft  difgracefiil 
ignominies,  (hould  proftitute  his  life,  and  lofe  it  in  the 
moil  hideous  manner  :  (hould  we  not  then  be  monflrouflj 
ingrateful,  if  we  did  not  mofl  deeply  refent  (uch  kindnefs; 
if  upon  all  occafions  we  did  not  exprels  our  thankfulneis 
for  it ;  if  we  did  not  ever  readily  yield  all  the  acknow- 
ledgment and  all  the  requital  we  were  able  ?  The  cafe  in 
regard  to  our  Lord  is  the  fame  in  kind,  but  in  d^m^ 
whatever  we  can  fuppofe,  doth  infinitely  .fall  below  the 
performances  for  us  of  him  who  ftocq>ed  from  the  top  of 
heaven,  who  laid  afide  the  felicity  mid  majeily  of  Go^ 
for  the  forrows  and  infamies  of  the  ciofs,  that  be  might 
redeem  us  from  the  torments  of  hell,  and  procure  to  us 
the  joys  of  heaven ;  fo  that  our  obligation  to  gratitude  is 
unexpreflibly  great,  and  we  are  extremely  unworthy,  if 
the  efFefts  in  our  heart  and  life  be  not  anfwerable. 

3.  What  furer  ground  of  faith  in  God,  or  ftronger  en- 
couragement of  hope  can  there  be,  than  is  hence  aflforded 

Rpm.  viii.    to  US  ?  for  if  God  /pared  not  his  oivn  Son,  but  delivered 
^^'  him  up  for  our  fake  to  the  fufFering  of  thefe  bitter  pains 

and  contumelies;  how  can  we  in  any  cafe  diftruft  his 
bounty,  or  defpair  of  his  mercy?  Howy  as  St.  Paul  ar- 
gueth, /XaZZ  lie  not  alfo  with  him  freely  give  us  all  t  kings  f 
What  higher  favour  could  God  cxprefs,  what  lower  con- 
defcenfion  could  he  (hew;  how  more  plainly  or  furely 
could  he  tciUfy  his  willingnefs  and  his  delight  to  do  us 
good,  than  by  ordering  the  Son  of  his  love  to  undergo 
thefe  mofl  grievous  things  for  us?  How  confequendy 
could  there  be  laid  a  ftronger  foundation  of  our  hope  and 
entire  confidence  in  God  ? 

4.  What  greater  engagement  (in  general)  can  there  be 
to  obedience,  than  to  confider  how  readily  and  cheerfully 
our  Lord  did  fubmit  to  the  will  of  God,  in  bearing  the 
moft  heavy  yoke  that  could  be  impofed  on  him,  in  drink- 
ing the  moft  bitter  cup  that  could  be  tempered  for  him : 
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how  that  he  did  humble  himfelf,  beivg  obedient  vnto  death,  SERM. 
even  the  death  of  the  crofi  P  how  dearly  he  did  purchafe  XXVI. 
his  property  in  us,  and  dominion  over  us  f  niiuTT" 

What  deteftation  of  our  fins  muft  tlie  ferious  conlider- 
mtion  of  this  event  produce  in  us  ?  of  our  fins,  that 
brought  fuch  tort;ures  and  fuch  reproaches  on  our  bleSed 
Redeemer.  Judas  the  wretch  who  betrayed  him,  the 
Jewifli  Prieds  who  did  accufe  and  profecute  him,  the 
wicked  rout  which  abufed  and  infulted  over  him,  thofe 
cruel  hands  that  fmote  him,  thofe  pitilcfs  hearts  that 
fcomed  him,  thofe  poifonoua  tongues  that  mocked  and 
reviled  him,  all  thofe,  who  anywife  were  inftruments  or 
abettors  of  his  affliction,  how  do  we  loathe  them  !  how 
do  we  deteft  and  curfe  their  memories  !  But  how  much 
greater  reafon  have  w^  to  abominate  our  (ins,  which  were 
the  principal  caules  of  all  that  woful  tragedy !  He  was  lt01a.iT.9s. 
detiveredJoT  our  offences}  they  were  indeed  the  trMtors,^*^''""' 
which  by  the  hands  of  Judas  delivered  him  up ;  He  that 
knew  no  _fin  was  made  Jin  for  us ;  that  is,  was  accufed, 
was  condemned,  was  executed  as  a  (inner  for  us  :  it  was 
flierefDre  we  who  by  our  (ins  did  impeach  him ;  the  fpite- 
ful  priefts  were  but  our  advocates ;  we  by  them  did  ad- 
judge and  feotence  liim,  Pilate  (againft  his  will  and  con- 
fctence)  was  but  our  fpokefman ;  we  by  them  did  infliS 
that  horrid  punifhment  on  him,  the  Roman  executioners 
were  but  our  agents  therein:  He  became  a  airfe  for  us ; Ga.\. i\i.  13. 
that  is,  all  the  mockery,  derilion,  and  contumely  he  en- 
dured did  proceed  from  us;  the  filly  people  were  but 
properties,  a£ting  our  parts ;  our  (ins  were  they  that  cried 
out  Crucifige,  [Crucify  him,  crucify  him,)  with  clamours 
more  loud  and  more  effeftual  than  did  all  the  Jewi(h 
rabble;  it  was  they  which  by  the  borrowed  throats  of 
that  bale  people  did  fo  outrageoufly  perfecute  him;  Hei&.  liil.  >.■ 
was  wounded  for  our  tranfgr^ions,  and  bruifedfor  our  ini- 
quities; it  was  they  which  by  the  hands  of  the  fierce  fol- 
diers  and  of  the  rude  populacy,  as  by  fenfelefs  engines, 
did  buffet  and  fcourge  him ;  they  by  the  nails  and  tboms 
did  pierce  his  fleOi  and  rend  hb  facred  body :  upon  them 
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S£RM.  tberefoie  h  u  mod  juA  and  6t  that  we  (honld  turn  our 
XXVI.   hatred,  tliat  we  ihotild  difchargc  our  indignation. 
"^~^~~     5.  And  what  iii  reafon  can  be  more  powerful  to  iba 
breeding  Id   us    remorfe  and   penitenl  forrow,   than  re- 
flexion upon  fuch  horrible  effefls  proceeding  from  our 
fins  ?  how  can  wc  but  earncftly  grieve,  when  we  confider 
ourfelves  by  them  to  have  been  the  betrayers,  the  fian- 
derers,  the  murderers  of  a  perfon  lb  Innocent  and  Io\-cly,- 
of  one  fo  great  and  glorious,  of  God'»  dear  Son,  and  the 
Lord  of  all  things,  of  our  own  bcli  friend,  and  molt  kind 
Saviour ! 
(MiiL  6.  If  ingenuity  will  not  operate  fo  far,  and  hereby  meh 

II,       *  ■■  tetd  oontntioi^  'ftt  fiudy  4Ui  cmfidflntna  Hoft  wbbI$ 
XateadL  jwodoM  JbiDe  fecr  «ilfciniii  t  lor  m «»  at  httft  othM> 
irife-th—  twartb  to^irit  npwi  «hft  htmamM  guik  rf— 

iip0B  the  feveniy  of  Si^w  jidgnwaC  fcr  tfaeo^  dlfa  ■»■ 

nifisflly  difeovered,  all  fo  livelily  fet  forth  in  this  dilmal 
fpe£tacle  ?  If  the  view  of  an  ordinary  execution  is  apt  to 
beget  in  us  fbme  terror,  fome  dread  of  the  law,  fome  re- 
verence toward  authority,  what  awful  imprelSons  flioiJd 
this  fingular  example  of  divine  juftice  woik  upon  us ! 
How  greatly  we  ihould  be  moved  thereby,  we  may  le«n 
from  the  deportment  of  the  mod  inanimate  creatuies; 
the  whole  world  did  feem  aSeded  thueat  with  horror; 
the  frame  of  things  was  difturbed,  ell  nature  did  fetl  a 
kind  of  compaffitm  and  compunction  for  it ;  the  fun  (a* 
out  of  averfion  or  fliame)  did  hide  his  face,  leaving  the 
earth  covered  for  three  hours  with  mournful  blacknefs ; 
the  bowels  of  the  earth  did  yearn  and  quake ;  the  rocks 
were  rent ;  the  v«l  of  the  temple  was  torn  qiute  through; 
graves  did  open,  and  the  bodies  did  wake ;  and  can  we 
(who  are  moft  concerned)  be  more  fhipid  than  the  ear^, 
more  obdurate  than  rocks,  more  drowfy  than  bwied 
carcafes,  the  moft  infenfible  and  immoveable  thiags  in 
nature? 

7,  How  alfo  con  it  but  hugdy  deter  us  from  wilfal 
coromillioD  of  fin,  to  confider  that  by  H  we  do,  as  the 
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Apofile  teacheth^  recrucify  the  Son  of  God,  and  again  ex-  SERM. 
po/i  him  to  openjhame;  bringing  upon  the  ftage,  and  aA-   XXVI, 
ing  over  all  that  direful  tragedy ;   renewing  (as  to  ouri]i][J!][^J^[~ 
guilt)  all  that  pain  and  that  difgrace  to  him ;   that  we  "*^  ^»'  ^• 
thereby,  as  he  telleth  us,  do  trample  upon  the  Son  of  God,  Hcb.  x.  99. 
and  prize  the  blood  of  the  covenant  (that  mod  ikcred  and 
precious  blood,  fo  freely  (lied  for  the  deniondration  of 
God's  mercy,  and  the  ratification  of  his  gracious  inten- 
tions toward  us)  as  a  common  things  of  no  fpecial  worth 
or  confideration  with  us;  defpiiing  all  his  fo  kmd  and 
painful  endeavours  for  our  falvation;  defeating  his  moft 
gracious  purpofes  and  earned  defires  for  our  welfare ;  ren- 
dering all  his  fo  bitter  and  loathfome  fufierings,  in  regard 
to  us,  altogether  vain  and  fruitlefs,  yea  indeed  hurtful    . 
and  pernicious  ;  for  if  the  crofs  do  not  fave  us  from  our 
6ns,  it  will  forely  aggravate  their  guilt,  and  augment  their 
punifhment,  bringing  a  feverer  condemnation  and  a  lad- 
der ruin  on  us. 

8.  It  may  alfo  yield  great  confolation  and  joy  to  us,  to 
contemplate  our  Lord  upon  the  crofs,  expreffing  his  im- 
menfe  goodnefs  and  charity  toward  us ;  tranfa£Ung  our 
redemption ;  expiating  our  fins,  and  fudaining  our  mife- 
ries ;  combating  and  defeating  all  the  adverfaries  of  our 
fidvation. 

Is  it  not  comfortable  and  pleafant  to  behold  him  there 
ftanding  ere6t,  not  only  as  a  refolute  fufierer,  but  as  a 
glorious  conqueror;    where  having  fpoiled  principalities  Col  iu  u, 
and  powers^  he  made  afolemnfhew^  triumphing  over  themf 
No  conqueror  loftily  feated  in  his  triumphal  chariot  did 
ever  yield  a  fpe£tacle  fo  gallant  or  magnificent ;  no  tree 
was  ever  adorned  with  trophies  fo  pompous  or  precious. 
To  the  external  view  and  carnal  fenfe  of  men,  our  Lord 
was  then  expofed  to  fcom  and  diame ;  but  to  fpiritual  and 
true  difceming,  all  his  and  our  enemies  did  there  hang  up^ 
as  objeds  of  contempt,  quite  overthrown  and  undone: 
There  the  Devil,  b  i%t/poj,  thzxfirong  and  durdy  one,  didj***^*"* 
hang,  bound  and  fettered,  difarmed  and  fpoiled,  utterly  Luke  zi.  as. 
baffled  and  confounded.    There  death  itfelf  hung  gafping,  "^v";"* 
with  its  ding  plucked  out,  and  all  its  terrors  quelled;  hia^^-. 
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SERM.  death  having  prevented  ours,  and  purchafed  immortality 
XXVI.   for  us.     There  the  world,  with  its  vain  pomps,  its  coun- 
~~^~~^  terfeii  beauties,  its  fondly  admired  excellencies,  its  be- 
witching plcafures,  did  hang  up,  all  difparaged  and  de- 
faced, as  it  appeared  to  St,  Paul;    God  farbid,  faid  he, 
that  Ifiould  glory,  fave  in  ike  crofs  of  Chrijl,  by  wkkh 
the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  tittto  the  world.  There 
anrjins,  thofe  (ins  which,  as  St.  Peter  faith,  our  Saviour 
'Aniyin     rffd  carry  up  unlo  the  gibbet,  did  hang,  as  marks  of  his 
i^ctu'fl"!  viftorious  prowefs,  as  objefls  of  our  horror  and  hatred,  as 
Rom.  viii.  ojalefaftors  by  him  condemned  in  the  Jl^fli.     There  that 
manifold  enmity  (enmity  between  God  and  man,  between 
one  man  and  another,  between  man  and  his  own  felf,  or 
Cot.  i.  10,    confcience)  did  hang,  abali/hed  in  his  Jie/h,  and  Jlnin  ufmn 
,6.''"'     'the  crofi  ;  by  the  blood  whereof  he  made  peace,  and  recon- 
ciled all  things  in  heaven  and  earth.     The  blood  of  the 
^^^^       crofs  was  the  cement,  joining  the  parts  of  the  world. 
^^^        There,  together  with  all  our  enemie-:,  did  hang  all  ihofc 
caufes  of  woe  and  mifery  to  ua,  thofe  yokes  of  bondage, 
thofe  inftruments  of  vexation,  thofe  hard  laws,  which  did 
fo  much  burden  and  encumber  men,  did  fet  them  at  fuch 
diliance  and  variance,  did  fo  far  fubjeft  them  to  guilt  and 
Col.  iUi4-  condemnation;  all  that  bond  of  ordinances,  inducing  our 
obligation  to  fo  grievous  forfeitures  and  penalties,  was 
nailed  to  the  crofs,  being  cancelled  and  expunged  by  cwr 
Saviour's  performances  there. 
.     .  9.   This  confideration  is  a  ftrong  inducement  to  the 

prance  of  charity  toward  our  neighbour :  for  can  we  for- 
bear to  love  thofe,  toward  whom  our  Lord  bore  fuch  ten- 
der affedion,  for  whom  he  did  fud^  fo  woful  tortures 
and  indignities !  Shall  we  not  in  obedience  to  his  moA 
urgent  commands,  in  conformity  to  his  mod  notable  ex- 
ample, in  grateful  return  to  him  for  his  benefits,  who  thus 
did  fufler  for  us,  difcharge  this  mod  fweet  and  eafy  duty 
toward  his  beloved  friends  ?  Shall  we  not  comport  with 
an  infirmity,  or  bear  a  petty  negleS,  or  forgive  a  finall 
injury  to  our  brother,  whenas  our  Lord  did  bear  a  crols 
for  us,  and  from  us,  obtaining  pardon  for  our  numberlefs 
mod  bdnoua  afiixmts  and  of[(»ices  againft  God  1  It  is  St. 
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Paul's  reafoning;    fVe  that  are  Jlrong  ought  to  hear  the  SERlk 
infirmities  of  the  weak-^for  even  Chrift  pleqfed  not  himfelf;  XXVI 
buty  as  it  is  written.  The  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  Rom.  xv. 
thee  fell  on  me.     Can  we  hear  our  Lord  fay,  This  is  my^' 
command.  That  ye  love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved  you;i3.  xiiUi 
and.  Hereby  Jhall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples, 
if  ye  love  one  another :  can  we  hear  St.  Paul  exhorting. 
Walk  in  love,  as  Chrift  alfo  hath  loved  us,  and  hath  given  Eph,  v.  9 
himfelf  for  us,  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to  God  for  a 
fweetfmelling  favour :  can  we  coniSder  St.  John's  argu- 
ing. Beloved,  if  Godfo  loved  us,  then  ought  we  alfo  to  love  i  john  n 
one  another :   Hereby  we  perceive  the  love  of  God,  hecaufe  **'  '"•  *^ 
he  laid  down  his  life  for  us:  wherefore  we  ought  to  lay 
down  our  lives  for  the  brethren  P  can,  I  fay,  we  coniider 
fuch  difcourfes,  without  being  difpofed  to  comply  with 
them  for  the  fake  of  our  crucified  Saviour  j  all  whofe  life  1  Pet  iv. 
and  death  were  nothing  elfe  but  one  continual  recommen- 
dation and  enforcement  of  this  duty  ? 

10.  Farthermore,  What  can  be  more  operative  than 
this  confideration  toward  breeding  a  difregard  of  this 
world,  with  all  its  deceitful  vanities  and  mifchievous  de- 
lights ;  toward  reconciling  our  minds  to  the  worft  condi- 
tion it  can  bring  us  into  j  toward  fupporting  our  hearts 
under  the  heavieft  preffures  of  affli3ion  it  can  lay  upon 
us  ?  How  can  we  refufe,  in  fubmiflion  to  God's  pleafure, 
to  bear  contentedly  a  flight  grievance,  when  he,  as  he 
gladly  did,  bore  a  crofs,  infinitely  more  grievous  to  carnal 
will  and  fenfe  than  any  that  can  befall  us  ?  Can  we  ex-  ' 
peA,  can  we  affe6k,  can  we  defire  great  profperity,  whenas 
the  Son  of  God,  our  Lord  and  MaAer,  did  only  tafte 
fuch  adverfity?  Who  can  admire  thofe  fplendid  trifles 
which  our  Lord  did  never  regard  in  his  life,  which  at  his 
death  did  only  ferve  to  mock  and  abufe  him  ?  Who  can 
relifli  thofe  fordid  pleafures,  of  which  he  living  did  not 
vouchfafe  to  tafte,  and  the  contraries  whereof  he  dying 
chofe  to  feel  in  all  extremity  ?  Who  will  dare  to  vilify,  to 
difdain,  to  rejeft  a  ftate  of  forrow  or  difgrace,  which  he 
by  a  voluntary  fufception  of  it  hath  fo  dignified  and 
graced ;  by  which  we  refemble  and  become  conformable  liom.  viii 


1 


598  mumnlfiti, 

SBRH.  tohim;  by'whkhweooiwnrtddp«tdwi*ithluiii;.7fli, 
XXVI.  by  which  we  ita«j'jiiiBiBOU^-and''u*  fort  ecwqikta,  lit  ' 
rta. m.io.^^e°^i ^fiiiVV,  at  St.  Vtvlfpeiki^tiMwkkk it  Im 
^^j,*,  Awd  of  *fc  affliBiom  ^  Ckr^  im  a^Jl^r  Wha  wtm 

OoL  i.  •«.  can  much  prefer  being  efteeined,  applauded,  approved  or 

JIM  i"'jjr  '^^oured  by  men,  before  infamy,  reproach,   derifion,  or 

perfecution  from  them,  especially  when  ihefe  do  foUow 

confcientious  adherence  to  righteoufnefa?    Who  can  be 

?ery  ambiiious  of  worldly  honour  or  repute,  covetous  of 

n*-  **'3''^>  °^  greedy  of  pleafure,  who  obferveth  the  only 

vWwlo-     Son  of  God  chooting  rather  to  hang  npon  a  crofs  than  ta 

bUnwT**  ^^  upon  a  throne ;  inviting  the  clamours  of  fpite  and  fcom, 

^^^■H. rather  than  acclamatione  of  blelling  and  prajle;  divefting 

OnJiTeii-    himfelf  of  all  Iccular  pomp,  plenty,  conveniences  and  fo- 

da  uMm-  '^'^^^ '  ^'"^'■a^"'g  *he  garb  of  a  ilave  and  ihe  repute  of  a 

mtIdUi,  ■  malefaftor,  before  the  dignity   and  refpCiJt  of  a  prince, 

tmo^ta   ^^'I'ch  were  his  due,  and  which  he  eafily  could  have  ob- 

effc  docuit  tained  ?  Can  we  imagine  it  a  very  happy  thing  to  be  h^h 

^,j,  j,^j.  and  profperous  in  this  world,  to  fwim  here  in  affluence 

Ci.c.11.   and  plea lijre  ;  can  we  take  it  for  a  milery  to  be  mean  and 

low,  to  conflid  with  any  wants  or  ftraits  here,  feeing  the 

fountEun  of  all  happinefs  did  himfelf  condcfcend  to  fo  fi»-- 

lom  a  flate,  and  was  pleafed  to  beconw  fo  deep  a  fii&rer! 

If  with  the  eyes  of  our  mind  we  do  behold  our  Lord 

hanging  naked  upon  a  ^bbet,  befmcared  with  his  own 

blood,  groaning  under  extreme  anguiih  of  pun,  encom- 

Ib.  1. 6.     palled  with  all  forts  of  dilgraceful   abufes,  yieldimgi  u 

the  Prophet  foretold  of  him,  his  back  to  the  Jmiters,  and 

Au  cheeks  to  them  who  plucked  off' the  hair,  hiding  not  his 

face  from  Jhame  and  Jpittitig  i  will  not  the  imagination  of 

fuch  a  fight  dim  the  lullre  of  all  earthly  graadeure  and 

beauties,  damp  the  fenfe  of  all  carnal  delights  and  fatis- 

fadions,  quafli  all  the  glee  which  we  can  find  in  any  wild 

frolics  or  riotous  merriments  ? 

II.    It  is  furely  a  great  commendation  of  afflidioDs, 

and  a  ftrong  confolation  under  them,  to  ponder  well  this 

point ;  for  if  hardflup  was  to  our  Lord  a  fcbool  of  duty, 

'•'r^**'  ^'  "  *^^  Apoftle  feith,  learning  ohedience  from  what  kt 

Hek*.g.  Jeered;  if  itwai  to  himaniiiftnuiientof  perfsftioD,  as 
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the  fame  Apoftle  implietb^  when  he  faith,  that  it  became  SERM. 
God  to  perfeSi  the  Captain  of  our  falvation  lyfuffering;  if  XXVI. 
it  was  a  means  of  procuring  the  divine  favour  even  tOHi^TuTTo! 
him,  as  thofe  words  import,  Therefore  the  Father  loveth  John  x,  17. 
me,  hecaufe  I  lay  down  my  life ;  if  it  was  to  him  a  ftep 
unto  glory,  according  to  that  faying,  Was  not  Chrift  /oLukcxxiv. 
Jiiffer,  and  fo  to  enter  into  his  glory  P  yea,  if  it  was  a^^* 
ground  of  conferring  on  him  that  fublimeil  pitch  of  dig- 
nity above  all  creatures,  as  we  are  taught  j  for  became,  Phil.  ii.  9. 
faith  St.  Paul,  he  was  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of 
the  crofs,  therefore  did  God  exalt  him,   and  gave  him  a 
name  above  every  name ;  and.  We  fee  Jefus,  faith  the  Apo-  Hcb.  ii.  9. 
ftle  to  the  Hebrews,  for  the  fuffering  of  death  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour  ;  and.  Worthy,  crieth  out  the  hea-Rev.  ▼.  la. 
venly  fociety  in  the  Revelations,  is  the  Lamb  that  was^^'^ 
Jlain,  and  who  redeemed  us  to  God  by  his  blood,  to  receive 
power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  Jirength,  and  honour, 
and  glory,  and  blejjing ;  if  affli6lion  did  minifter  fuch  ad- 
vantages to  him ;  and  if  by  our  conformity  to  him  in  un- 
dergoing it  with  like  fubmiffion,  humility,  and  patience, 
it  may  afford  the  like  to  us,  what  reafon  can  there  be,  that 
we  fhould  any  wife  be  difcompofed,  difcouraged,  or  dif- 
confolate  under  it?   Much  more  reafon  furely  there  is, 
that  with  St.  Paul  and  all  the  holy  ApofUes  we  fhould 
boafl,  rejoice,  and  exult  in  our  tribulations ;   far  more  Rom.  ▼.  3. 
caufe  we  have  with  them  to  efleem  it  a  favour,  a  privi-  MaltlV^J, 
lege,  and  an  ornament  to  us,  than  to  be  difcontented  or^-ukeyi.sd. 
difpleafed  therewith.    To  do  thus  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  A6b  ▼!  41! 
us  as  Chriflians  5  for  he,  faith  our  Mafler,  that  doth  not  ^™*  ^'  »• 
take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me:  He  1  Pct.  i.  7/ 
that  doth  not  carry  his  crofs,  and  go  after  me,  cannot  be  my  ^^  *"'~" 
difciple :  he  that  doth  not  willingly  take  the  crofs,  when  Luke  xiv. 
it  is  prefented  to  him  by  God's  hand;  he  that  doth  tiot  JJ^^j^^jj^^gg^ 
contentedly  bear  it,  when  it  is  by  Providence  impofed  on  xvi.  24. 
him,  is  nowife  worthy  of  the  honour  to  wait  on  Chrifl; 
he  is  not  capable  to  be  reckoned  among  the  difciples  of 
our  heavenly  Mafter;  he  is  not  worthy  of  Chrift,  as  not 
having  the  courage,  the  conflancy,  the  fincerity  required 
of  a  Chriftian ;  of  one  pretending  to  fuch  great  benefitSj^ 
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SERM.  fuch  high  privileges,  fuch  excellent  rewards,  as  Chrill  our 
^^^^-  Lord  and  Saviour  doth  propofe;  he  cannot  be  Chrift's 
Matt.xiag,  dilciple,  Ihewing  fuch  incapacity  to  learn  ihofe  needful 
iVi^u^T'  ''^^''"*  of  huDiJlity  and  patience  diflated  hy  him  ;  declar- 
•"■  ing  fuch  an  indifpofition  to  tranfcribe  thofe  copies  of  fub- 

'■"'"'miflion  to  divine  will,  felf-dcnial  and  felf-reiignation,  fo 
fairly  fet  him  by  the  inftrudlion  and  example  of  Chrifi: 
ifct'lY.  I.  Forafjmch  then  as  Ckrift  hath  Jujfercd  for  vs  in  ihejtejh, 
i?ci.u.ti. arm  your/elves  likeivije  with  the  fame  mind;  and,  Ckrifi 
fufferedfor  as,  leaving  vs  an  example,  that  ue  JHould  fol- 
low hisjleps,  laith  St.  Peter. 
Nu.  Or.         13.  The  willing  fufception  and  the  cheerful  fuftenance 
of  thecrofs  is  indeed  the  exprefs  condition,  and  the  pro- 
per charaSer  of  our  Chrillianity ;  in  iignification  whereof 
it  bath  been  from  immemorial  lime  a  conftant  ufage  to 
mark  thofe  who  enter  into  it  with  the  figure  of  the  crofs. 
TJr^irui.  The  crofs,  as  the  inftrunient  by  which  our  peace  with 
ApofT,  *'"'  God  was  wrought)  as  the  Itage  whoreon  our  Lord  did  aft 
(^ft.  »iii,  thg  i^n  part  of  his  miraculous  obedience,  confummallng 
our  redemption;   as  the  field  wherein  the  Captain  of  oar 
falvation  did  achieve  bis  noble  vidory,  and  ereft  his  glo- 
rious trophies  over  all  the  enemies  thereof,  was  well  af- 
fumed  to  be  the  badge  of  our  profeffion,  the  enfi^  of  our 
fpiritual  warfare,  the  pledge  of  our  conftant  adherence  to 
our  crucified  Saviour ;  in  relation  to  whom  our  chief  hope 
is  grounded,  our  great  joy  and  fole  glory  doth  confifl ;  for, 
■E^  (-*  j«-  God  forbid,  fsuth  St.  Paul,  that  IJhould  glory,  fave  in  the 
7^'"'^'' crofs  ofChriJi. 

Gtl.  Ti.  u.  i^t  it  be  to  the  Jews  ,a  fcandal,  or  offenfive  to  their 
■fancy,  prepoflefled  with  expedations  of  a  Meflias  flourifli- 
ing  in  lecular  pomp  and  profperity ;  let  it  be  folly  to  Iht 
Greeks,  or  feem  abfurd  to  men  imbued  (puffed  up,  cor- 
rupted) with  flefhly  notions  and  maxims  of  worldly  craft, 
difpofing  men  to  value  nothing  which  is  not  gratefiil  to 
prefent  lenfe  or  &ncy;  that  God  fliould  put  his  own  moft 
beloved  Son  into  fo  very  lad  and  defpicable  a  condition ; 
that  lalvation  from  death  and  mifery  Ihould  hi  procured 
Orig.  in  by  fo  miferable  a  death ;  that  eternal  joy,  glory,  and  hap- 
p. ;«. '  '  "  pinefs  fhouid  ifliie  from  thefe  fountains  of  extreme  forrow 


Was  emtiJM.  6eir 

and'  fhame^  thai  a  pdffoir  m  external  Aiihblaftce  ctewfej  SEllM. 
ttr  fo  opprohrions  ahd  flarifli  wfeg^  Armid  bd  the  Lotd  ^^j. 
and  R^deeitier  of  fflankind5  the  Ring  and  JFud|^  of  idl  ^% 
w^erld;  let  this  doftrine^  I  fay,  be  fcandalous  itoi  diftaffl^ 
ftd  to  fome  perfons  tainted  with  prejudice ;  let  it  appear 
ftrange  and  incredible  to  otheri  bBtided  trith  felf-cmiddt ; 
let  all  the  proud^  al¥  the  profime,  all  the  inconfider^  pkd 
of  mankind  {light  ttid  reje£k  it ;  yet  to  us  it  miift  appM* 
^teftd  and  joyou9;  to  us  it  i^  tbr^j  X^ojr,  dfaith/nl  (atidiTim.Us. 
credible)  propofitioity  worthy  tfall  aca^taiion,  thai  Jefitiu.  "*""' 
Chrifl  came  into  ike  world  thus  to  JkbeJinHers :  \.o  w,  who 
dSlcem  by  h  clearer  fighf^  and  arcf  Aidtied  with  a  pttfef 
fenfe^  kindled  by  the  divine  Spirit^  from  whence^  witfi 
comfortable  fstisfii^on  of  mihd,  ikt  may  apprehend  and 
f afte  that  God  could  not  in  a  higher  mdafhre^  or  a  fittM 
manner,  iDuftrate  his  ^orious  atfribtttes  of  goodiiefs  isA 
jnfiice,  his  infinite  grace  and  mercy  toward  his  podr  ettstt*^ 
turcs,  his  holy  difpleafure  againft  wickedaeft>  Mr  IniT- 
partial  feverity  in  pumfhing  iniquity  and  impfety,  of  in 
^n<ficaeing  his  own  honour  and  authority,  thanr  by  tSrai 
ordering  his  Son^  to  fufibr  for  us;  that  alTo  true  virtt(6 
and  gooAiefs  couM  not  otherwife  be  taught,  be  exempli- 
iied,  be  commended  and  hnprefled  with*  greater  adyah>*-Gn>t.de 

tl^.  Ver.hr.  i«. 

We  Bright  allegid'  the  fuffh^es  of  enmieht  phalofbphim; 
perfens  efteemed  moft  wife  by  improvement  of  natural 
Mght,  who'  have  declared,  that  perfe£tion'  of  virtue  can 
Imu^dly  be  produced'  or  expreflfed"  othen^ife  than  by  und^i^- 
going  moft  (harp  afiliffions  and  tortures  ^  %  and  that  God 
therefore,  as  a  wife  Father,  is  wont  with  them*  ta  exfefcife 
thofe  whom  he  beft  loveth'r  we  m^ht  alfd  produee  m* 
ftanees'  of  divers^  perfons,  even  among  Pagarts-^,  xnolV  ft- 
mous  and  hortourablb  in  l!he  judgmtot  of  aff  poffcrity  for 
thcar  ftngular  virtue  and  wifdomj  who  were  tried'  &  tUft 


■  Plat,  de  Rep.  ii.  p.  594. 

Magnum  ezempluin»  nift  mala  fbrtanH  non  invenit    S*n.  dk  Prw.  iii. 
Plut.  de  Stoic,  contr.  p.  1931. 

^  SociHtes,  Phociooy  Thnceas^  Ariftides,  ftc.    Vid.  Allan.  Var.  zl.  9. 
3.4a. 
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foa  Wiucnuyki. 

SBRM.  foniaoei  and  tfaeieby  {hone moft  brig^tlj;  their  fiifierii^ 
3tXYL  by  tbe  iniquity  and  ingratitudfl^  by  the  envy  end  malign 
nky  of  their  timea,  in  their  re(n^tationt  Uberty,  and  fife} 
thdr  undeigoing  foul  flanderSf  iofiunoua  pnnifhmenti^  aid 
fgnominknii  deatha» •  more  than  any  other  pra£Hoea.«f 
their  lifie^  recommending  them  to  the  repaid  and  adnninr 
tion  of  future  agea^i  althoggh  none  of  them,  aa  our 
Lord,  did  fu&r  of  choice,  or  i^Mm  de^n  to  advance  dw 
\,,^:.  interofta  of  goodnela,  but  i^Mm  conftrunt,  and  inefifiiUa 
force  put  on  them;  none  of  them  did  fuflfarin  amaoMr 
£>-  fiignal,  with  drcnmfiancea  te  rare,  and  with  eventi  fe 
wonderfol;  yet  fudtring  aa  Jthey  dUI  waa  their  chkti^ 
ry ;.  whence  it  feemeth^- that  evm  according  to  the  fin- 
cereft  diftatea  of  common  wifdom  tlua  difpenfation  wai 
pot -fo  unaccountable;  nor  ought  the  Greeks,  in  confift- 
fsncy  with  themfelvei^  and  in  re^eft  to  their  own  admired 
philolbphy,  to  liBLve  deemed  our  doBrine  of  the  cro&ybo^ 
or  unreafonable. 

To  conclude ;  fince  thereby  a  charity  and  humanity  fo 
unparalleled^  (far  tranfcending  theirs  who  have  been  cele- 
brated for  devoting  their  lives  out  of  love  to  their  coun- 
try^ or  kindnefs  to  their  friends^)  a  meeknefs  fo  incom- 
parable^  a  refolution  fo  invincible,  a  patience  fo  heroical, 
were  manifefied  for  the  inftru£kion  and  direAion  of  men; 
fince  never  were  the  vices  and  the  vanities  of  the  world 
(fo  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  mankind)  fo  remarkably 
difparaged ;  fince  never  any  fuflering  could  pretend  to  fo 
worthy  and  beneficial  efiefts,  the  expiation  of  the  whole 
world's  fin,  and  reconciliation  of  mankind  to  God,  fuch  as 
no  performance  befide,  nor  any  other  facrifice  did  ever 
aim  to  procure ;  fince,  in  fine,  no  virtue  had  ever  fo  Se- 
rious rewards,  as  fovereign  dignity  to  him  that  exerdied 
it,  and  eternal  happinefs  to  thofe  who  imitate  it ;  fince,  I 
lay,  there  be  fuch  excellent  ufes  and  fruits  of  the  croft' 
borne  by  our  Blefied  Saviour,  we  can  have  no  reafon  to  be 

^  Cicuta  Socnuem  magnnm  fecitt  &c.  Sem.  Ep,  la,  et  67,  et  104.  (Sen. 
Ep.  81.  Ep.  118.) 

Rutilii  innooeatia  ac  virtui  laterety  nifi  accepiflct  iiyuiiam ;  dum  violaliir 
effVilfit.    Sen,  Ep.  79- 
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ded  at  it^  or  aihamed  of  it;   but  with  all  reafon  SBRM. 
ily  we  ihould  approve  and  humbly  adore,  as  well  the  ^^^^ 
wifdom  of  Godj  as  all  other  his  glorious  attributes, 
rioufly  difplayed  therein:  to  whom  therefore,  as  is 
due,  let  us  devoutly  render  all  thanks,  all  prufe,  and 

r. 

id,  Unio  him  that  loved  us,  and  wq/hed  us  from  ottfRev.i*  5,6. 

in  his  bloody  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  prie/ls  unio 

and  Ids  Father;  to  him  be  glory  and  dominionfor  evet 

ever. 

leffingj  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  b9  tmio  him  Rev.  ▼.  is. 

Jitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  fir  ever 

ever.  Amen. 


TH£  END  OP  THE  FIFTH  VOLUMB. 
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